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PREFACE
BACKTOMYROOTS

Wedo not hear about people "getting back to their roots" as much these days. But we so often

n nd people returning to their hometown or their home area to spend their retirement years.

My roots are solid in the Arden - Salisbury Plains area in Crocus Country. I was born in Arden

in 1927. All of my growing up years were in Arden. I completed all of mybasic education in the

Arden Schools. This was after the Grade Twelve program was established. During many of my

University years Arden was still myhome.

My father, Wilfrid Coleman Boughton, was born in Arden to Maurice Boughton and Grace

Crawford. They are my paternal grandparents. Grace Crawford was a daughter of James Thorpe
Crawford and Catherine McGregor of the Plains District west of Salisbury. They are mypaternal
great grandparents.

John Wesley Roe and Annie Webbwere mymaternal grandparents of Salisbury. Their daughter,
Edith Roe, was mymother. John Wesley Roe's parents were Richard Roe and Letitia Welsh, my

maternal great grandparents. I did not know them. However, one day my wife Karen (Carroll)
Boughton and her brothers were trying to locate a family plot in the Portage la Prairie Cemetery.
When we n nally located the area, I stopped the car right beside the tombstone of Richard and

Letitia, and various other Roe graves.

Besides all the local connection I have always been interested in history and specifically Arden

history. A question I was always interested in was, “How did Arden become Arden?”

I retired from the United Church active ministry. In that position I worked diligently and my

work extended in that capacity for over forty three years. Now I was at loose ends. My
daughter, Noelle Boughton, who wrote the book, "Margaret Lawrence a Gift of Grace" said,
"Dad get yourself a project." Here is my project with thanks to the huge help from my wife

Karen Boughton.

Karen has done extensive writing on the computer. After her retirement from teaching, she did

the genealogy research on the Leader family, her mother's people and wrote a book. A cousin of

Karen’s took that history back to the year 1000 and wrote that book. She did the computer work

of the Boughton genealogy 1690—2000 and is now doing the editing and computer work of this

book

The old saying,"You can take the man out of Arden but you can't take Arden out of the man"
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LAKE AGASSIZ

In a poetic or biblical sense, Arden, Manitoba, and the beautiful crocus arose out of the

waters.

One researcher in Ontario in 2009 opinioned that Lake Agassiz extended into portions of

Ontario. At the same date a historian in Morden expressed the belief that Lake Agassiz
did not extend to Morden, Manitoba. As far as this author can determine no one has

recorded the largest expansion of this prehistoric lake. It is believed that Lake Winnipeg,
Lake Manitoba, Lake Dauphin and numerous other smaller lakes are what are left of that

earlier Agassiz Lake.

Arden and many of the ridges are seen as being shores of Lake Agassiz as it shrunk over

many eons. The lake waters wash against the shore and build up gravel ridges. The lake

gets smaller and the ridges remain, it is assumed that with glacier melt and movement,

rain, wind, snow and time created the ridge on which the village of Arden stands. Were the seeds

of the crocus embedded in the glacier and carried over the miles? Or did

the rain, the snow, the wind, the birds, the animals and other natural forces carry the n rst

crocus seeds to the Arden area? It isn't that other areas do not also see crocus growth. It

is that Arden ridge has one of most productive climate and soil to welcome the crocus

and enable it to thrive over all the years even up to the present year 2012.

The ridge soil acts as mother earth. Crocus plants abound from the Maurice E Boughton
quarter section of land at the north end of Arden, expanding south along the ridge road as

well as where ever the soil gave them a home.

Margaret (Szchwaluk) Lesperance, who attended the Provincial Normal School for teacher

training in 1951-1952 along with the author and his wife to be, Karen Carroll,
Margaret has served as editor of the Shoal Lake Prairie Mountain regional news publication. She

has written in one of 2004 issues, "The prairie crocus has come to abound in many spots along
the Arden Ridge as well as in other open prairie. When she states that "Arden has claim to the

largest crocus in Manitoba,” she refers to the crocus monument which stands at the south end of

Arden. This is the monument created out of steel by Dennis Gagnon and stands on a nine foot by
four foot platform. This monument was commissioned by the Arden Crocus Festival Committee

and dedicated on May n rst, 2001. It is seen as marking the fact that Arden is "the Crocus Capital
of Manitoba.

Margaret further writes, *The crocus became the n oral emblem of Manitoba. The choice was

made by the school children of Manitoba through an informal vote conducted in the provincial
schools. The emblem was of n cially adopted on March 6th, 1906.”

>“Used with permission from Margaret

Margaret connects to the Keyes, Manitoba, area as she was a Permit Teacher in the Keyes School

in the early 1950's. She attended the One Hundred Twenty Fifth Anniversary of the Lansdowne



Municipality in July 2009. There she met Ross Foster, the Radford boys and others whom she

taught. Due to a commitment at Shoal Lake her regret was that she could not stay for the

dedication of the Keyes School Cairn

The crocus continues to bloom as a reminder of Ancient Lake Agassiz that

created the environ in which this n ower n ourished. In the spring of the year as a

boy the author marveled at the crocus. Before the snow was gone the crocus would be

pushing up around the snow banks or sometimes from within the thawing bank.

Wecould be walking to and from school with a crocus doing it's best to thrive and bloom in spite
of the blizzard. Wewould face the wind or turn our backs to it. The warm days of spring were

pushed back and yet the crocus grew and prospered. To the author this n ower gives us the spirit
of the Arden and area people. In the good times and bad alike, the people show their industry and

determination. In so doing they are an integral part of Arden, Manitoba, the crocus capital of

Manitoba.

The ground that once was covered by Lake Agassiz now is the home of the people
of Arden. Maurice E. Boughton's n eldstone house that once sat at the north end

of Arden carried the name of Agassiz House, given to it by the family. The

picture of that house with its historically signi n cant name shows up in surprising places in our

prov1nce.
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THE CARLETONTRAIL

Fort Garry (Winnipeg) was the eastern terminus of the Carleton Trail. Fort Carleton was some

n fty miles south west of the present city of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. It was built in 1810,
gave its' name to this trail. It extended from Fort Garry past Fort Carleton and onward through
Alberta and still further to the Fraser Valley in British Columbia.

The fort and hence the trail were named after Guy Carleton, a British army major who was

Governor of Quebec and later Governor of Canada. Immigrants travelling west from the eastern

provinces came by way of boat to Duluth, then by train to Fisher's Landing. From there they took

a boat on the Red River to Fort Garry. Among the freight were horses and wagons carried to Fort

Garry.

Upper Fort Garry was just part of the history of the early times. The Hudson Bay Fur Trading
Company, the North West Trading Company, the Courier de Bois, the Selkirk Settlement, as

well as others are all part of those times. The fort was built on the land between the Red River

and the Assiniboine River. Lower Fort Garry was built north of Winnipeg.

The n rst Fort Garry was demolished. However, the people did not wish to travel the distance to

Lower Fort Garry so Upper Fort Garry was rebuilt. It became the "jumping off point" for the

pioneers travelling the Carleton Trail.

, ' "Nn fl'iT‘. f’tvrgr .wmnazmwpeyran". ACTS-5:02“ '-"

Gate and wall of the second part of the

Fort located north of river 1870

Upper Fort Garry 1835, the second Fort Garry

Later another part of Fort Garry was built north of the Assiniboine River. It became the

commercial centre. It is interesting to note that this area is in the process of being redeveloped to

bring back some of the early history. A fund was set up to buy back the land. The sum of ten

million dollars was raised by donations beginning in the year 2008.

The land on the west side of South Main Street and south of Broadway Avenue has seen the

existing gas station removed from the comer of Broadway and Main Street.

The Exchange Curling Rink is also in the process of being demolished as of 2011. The stone

gate and part of a wooden wall of this old Fort Garry are being restored. A University of

Manitoba archeological professor and his class have been searching for artifacts on the site

where the gate and wall presently stands.



It is planned that on the piece of land between Broadway Avenue and Assiniboine Avenue on the

west side of South Main Street a three meter high cultured steel wall is to be built at the cost of

two million dollars.

In 2011 architect Steve Cohimeyer and technician David Weber released their

draft plan to the Winnipeg Free Press. It is to be the Upper Fort Garry Heritage
Park and Interpretive Centre. This structure was to be built over the next several years.

Picture of plan below.

Centre architect Steve Cohimeyer (left) and

technician David Weber of Cohimeyer
As of 2012 the Centre to be built over the next 3 —4 years. Architecture. (2011)

It would be that people arrived at Fort Garry, provisioned themselves, secured an ox or team of

oxen and began their journey along the Carleton Trail.

It is well to keep in mind that as early as 1841 people were traveling over this trail. Also to

remember that there are still numerous names for that trail and they may be off shoots to other

trails.

In the "Lansdowne Story" (1967) Dick McKenzie speaks of 40,000 people who travelled the trail

in the short period between 1876 - 1881.

From Fort Garry (Winnipeg) by foot, horseback, ox and cart, team of oxen and cart or even by a

team of horses and wagon - people made their way along the trail. Note that there was no

automobile, bicycle and certainly no motorized vehicle.

They traveled past White Horse Plains, where now the statue of the white horse stands, along the

north side of the Assiniboine River, all the way to Portage La Prairie. By taking this route they
did not need to ford the river. Later highway Number One West from Winnipeg to Portage la

Prairie followed this same route.

In 1957 a direct new improved highway was built to cross the Assiniboine River twice. A picture
hangs in the Days Inn Motel on the Portage bypass. That picture is of the last ox cart caravan to

leave Portage la Prairie in 1877.



River about to n ood its' banks as we drove by.

As an aside note: Ivan Fulford, the Student

Minister for the United Church at Oakland

(now Murray United) and the author as Student

Minister of the United Church at McDonald,
drove in the author’s vehicle along that new

section of highway on our n nal year of

Theology at United College, Winnipeg (now the

University of Winnipeg). This drive was

different from coming along the old highway in

the spring with the threat of the Assiniboine

You will recall that the Carleton Trail had many branches going out from it. One branch went

directly west to Bagot, Austin, Sydney, Carberry, Brandon and west.

The Carleton Trail crossed Rat Creek six or

seven miles west of Portage la Prairie. It

swung North West to Westbourne, the First

Crossing of the White Mud, River. From there

it veered, west, to Woodside - the Second

Crossing. Then on to Palestine, later to be

named Gladstone, the Third Crossing. It

reached the present boundary of the

Lansdowne Municipality just north of Keyes.
The trail travelled west for four miles, dipped
southwest a mile and came up the gravel
ridge, later to be named the Arden Ridge.

Pioneer Cart Monument

Arden Burial Mound

1878 The last ox cart caravan through Portage
Seen at Days Inn Motel on Portage by pass.

At what is now the north end of Arden it turned west to

pass three miles north of Neepawa, then onward to

Minnedosa, then known as Tanner's Crossing? Then

onward to Saskatchewan

From Fort Ellice, near Qu' Appelle, the Carleton Trail

wandered northward to Fort Carleton — n fty miles

south west of Prince Albert. Then onward again to Fort

Pitt and Edmonton in Alberta.

The n nal part of its‘ course continued to the Fraser
River in British Columbia. This was an

amazing distance n ‘om Upper Fort Garry in Winnipeg
to n nally end in the Fraser River Valley in British Columbia.

Part of the Carleton Trail split at the north end of Arden. It was named the Burrows Trail

travelling on north up the Ridge to St. Rose and Dauphin and then over into Saskatchewan.



This is even more amazing when we realize this journey was made by immigrants the "hard

way" with absolutely nothing of the modern transportation we enjoy today!! And to many

settlers this was an unknown land.

BEFOREARDENWASARDEN

The Beautiful Plains Depot appears to be the n rst building in Arden. The picture indicated in

1873 though the building itself could be a year or so older.
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‘ .. ‘ .‘ _. ¥_{m,';E."g)50ug_lqton”§7¢Ei This building is part residence and part barn. It

was quite customary in those early years to

build so both people and animals gave more

heat and comfort by their very nearness to each

other. The construction of the building was of

logs and clay (mud).

This was building residence for the surveyors

who were surveying out the proposed railway
right of way for the trains that would travel

between Gladstone and Dauphin. In Gladstone the line would connect with the tracks to other

venue.

The Royal Northwest Mounted Police —forerunner of the Canadian Mounted Police as we have

in 2011, used this building as a Detachment Centre for a time. One report is that Adam

McKenzie and his wife, Catherine McEachran, lived in the depot during the year of 1872.

It is recorded that as of 1877 there was no Arden. Countless people passed over the land to

western points via the Carleton Trail. Salisbury began to be settled by William and David Gill in

1876. James Thorpe Crawford and his wife, Catherine, of Snake Creek, the maternal great
grandparents of the author settled in the area. Snake Creek became Salisbury. 1877 saw William

Miller and his family settle in the area and they operated a halfway house that presently carried

groceries. George Reilly arrived in 1878 as did Stephen Orton and William Walker as well as

Maurice E.Boughton, the author’s paternal grandfather. He would homestead on the Salisbury
area that same year. His homestead in half section one mile north of the Crawford’s. 1888 was

the year Wesley Roe arrived, the author’s maternal grandfather. Many others came as well to

settle in the Salisbury area



HOWARDENGOTITS’ NAME

Maurice E Boughton left a list of places and how each received its” name. That list remains in

the author’s possession.

Maurice Boughton recorded, ”Arden comes from Pepper Arden, Yorkshire, England. It was

named after the county seat of Mr. Stobart Senior. He was a very heavy shareholder in the

railroad company.”

In Arden and surrounding area, Hugh Stewart and his son Duncan Stewart and grandson Hugh
Stewart arrived about 1879. Hugh and Mrs. Stewart who lived just west of town came about

1883. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Snelgrove settled in the 1880’s. John Hockins, settled east of

Arden in 1884. Maurice E. Boughton moved n om Snake Creek, Salisbury, to Arden also in

1884. Hugh D. McCamis became the n rst Arden teacher when he arrived in 1887. Duncan

McRae came in the 1990’s and George Jackson, a butcher in 1891.

See the 1984 Centennial history “LEGACIES OFLANSDOVWVE”page 45 for a list of Arden

inhabitants and businesses as 0f1900. See page 44 for the 1984 list.

Arthur Hamilton, Harry Earwaker arrived in 1899. Dr. John Gahan in 1894, John McMurchy
(lumber) 1895, VanBlaricom (livery), Ed and Mary Haggerty in 1897. Edgar McKenzie by
1890, William Anderson in 1897. Other names with no den nite date of arrival: James A Gilhuly
—tinsmith, mason and hardware. Pattison —storekeeper —one would ask if he was the Snake

Creek William Pattison? S.J. Nichol and R. McMillan —blacksmith and grain buyers. H.Newell

and W. Clarke, J. Hebert —the shoe store owners. Mrs. George Jackson with a millinery shop. J

Burlington and J .Bates —carpenters. Robert Lamb a stone mason. Moore and McFarlane were

millers. Alex Kemoski, the blacksmiths Hector McLean and Armstrong were among the other

early business entrepreneurs in Arden in the late 1870’s and onward. All helped to increase the

settlement as the 1880's and 1890’s brought in more settlers.

In the early 1880’s times were changing. The Canadian Paci n c Railroad was being surveyed,
graded; ties and rails were laid by 1884. The n rst train —a passenger train and freight train came

through Arden on those new train tracks and opened up a whole new way of life for the settlers

already in the area as well as new people to come and make their home there.

The crocus n ower continued to grow and bloom in the Arden vicinity in 1884 as it did long
before the n rst people arrived to settle on the land.

1884 was a watershed year for Arden and area:

1 —The arrival of the Canadian Paci n c freight and passenger service.

2 —The inaugural of the Municipality of Lansdowne.

3 —The regular postal service began and has continued ever since

4 —The formations of the Arden School district and the beginning of what would follow.

5 —Churches were built and opened for worship of God.

6 —People and places



THE ARRIVAL OF THE CANADIAN PACIFIC

RAILROADANDTRAINS: A GIFT OF LARGE

PROPORTION

The author can think of no one simple occurrence that had a greater effect on Arden and area as

well as the surrounding community.

Up to now the settlers came in to the area to settle or to pass by foot, by ox cart or other

conveyance. The passenger trains could deliver people in a much shorter time. The freights
could bring in settlers in a much shorter time. The trains brought in settlers and their goods in far

abundant number than ever before. It was like the sun arose on a new day and a new way. Of

course with the greater number of settlers and their families taking up homesteads in the districts

of Arden, Salisbury, north toward Glenholm, east toward Winchester and south toward Arden

Ridge and Sinclairville as well as other spots that saw Arden as their commercial centre.

CANADIANPACIFIC RAILWAY

The story of the Canadian Paci n c railway and its’ Arden

story from 1884 to 2012 will be followed to look at the

changes it brought to the Aran area. As well the story of

how the railroad itself has changed in rolling stock will

be examined. In the Lansdowne story 1967 on page 118

plus 14th page of pictures, we n nd the following picture

One sees the small Arden train station and the passenger

train unloading and loading at the platform. In the siding
stands a freight train waiting its’ turn to proceed on

westward. The engine was not large but it got the job

done. In the background
stands the Maurice

E.Boughton stone house,
“Agassiz House” as well as

the Mclnnis and Chambers

houses. The Boughton
house was completed by
1892.

Compare this Arden engineIA: m 251...? a

Three.
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with the Prairie Dog Central engine, Number

This engine was built in 1882 so we can assume the Arden engine is of the same age.

Note the large smoke stack chimney. The Prairie Dog Central engine can be seen in Winnipeg. In the

year 2012 it makes a tourist journey some thirty miles from Winnipeg



through Grosse Isle to Warren and back. A marvelous summer afternoon holiday can be spent
"going back in time" as one can take this train at the St. James Station, settle back in the

passenger coach and experience that it was like for people of pioneer times. My wife, Karen,
and I were out to Warren on the invitation of Cameron and Eleanor Baldwin, Camwas our best

man at our wedding. The invitation was to attend their Fall Supper several years ago. Wewent to

the community hall which was bustling with people being served. However, a section of seats

was reserved. The reason was that The Prairie Dog Central was to stop at Warren and its’

passenger were to enjoy a n ne supper before taking the train back to Winnipeg to complete an

enjoyable afternoon.

You will note the number three on the

Prairie Dog Central engine. Beside that is

another picture of Engine Number One, the

Countess of Dufferin which is still on

display in Winnipeg. While there was

already a small steam engine in service in

Winnipeg at the time the Countess of

Dufferin was in service, the Countess of

Dufferin still has the fame of being
“Number One”

The engine received its’ name as it was

being transported to Winnipeg. It is

believed it was built at an engine works in

Philadelphia in 1872 where it worked until

1877. At that time a contractor by the name of Whitehead purchased the engine. He moved it to

Winnipeg. The Countess of Dufferin and her husband were visiting in Winnipeg. The Countess

was to dedicate the n rst engine while Visiting. However, the engine did not arrive in time.

Instead the Countess and her husband took the steamer (boat) up the Red River to the United

States Where they met the engine at Fishers’ Landing in Minnesota. It was there the dedication

took place and the engine received its name in 1875.

In Manitoba the engine was put to work for the Canadian Paci n c Railway Company. During the

next few years the engine was busy. Its’ journeys took it west as far as Calgary. By 1897 the

railroad required larger, heavier engines which were coal burning, (the Countess of Dufferin was

wood burning). It was retired! In 1910 Mr. R D. Waugh learned of the Countess sitting on storage
tracks 1n Calgary. He arranged for the lumber company that owned it to donate it to Winnipeg.
He then arranged with the Canadian v . , =

Paci n c Railway to transport it to

Winnipeg. For the next thirty two

years it stood beside the Canadian

Paci n c Railway Station. On

September 9, I942, sixty n ve years

after its arrival in Winnipeg, it was

moved across Higgins Avenue near

the station where it stands today in



2012. Take time to see this “ n rst engine number one" when you and your family visit Winnipeg.
The site is not hard to n nd. It will be worthy of your effort.

The train engines moved from "wood burning" fuel to “coal burning" fuel. In the 1930’s we

school boys used to ask the engineer as the engine sat in the siding, "Can you give us a ride?‘

Once it worked. The author had a very short ride in the engine. The engineer did the driving and

the n reman shoveled the coal into the n rebox.

From that era to today we are in the process of shifting to the larger engines using coal as fuel to

heat water to provide the steam to power the engine.

This engine stands just inside the Assiniboine Park in Winnipeg when entering the south gate off

Shaftsbury and turn right. A C.N.R. engine, but it is worth seeing when at the Park. It made its

n nal run from Gimli to Winnipeg under steam power. Note the engine size and power. Again a

C.N.R. engine, but it is worth seeing when at the Park.

Then comes the diesel engine This little diesel engine can be seen

as one drives from Number One Highway on First Street South

toward the city of Brandon. It is standing in a fenced off area on the

west side of that street. The size would indicate that it was one of

the n rst diesel engines in the change
over from coal burning engines to diesel

fuel.

Along side the Brandon diesel engine is a caboose.

The days are now gone when each freight train had a caboose

at the end of it and a conductor who helped see to the

business of the train.

Another caboose this time located at Penhold, Alberta. It stands on a

lot alongside Number 2A Highway just south of Red Deer. This is

near Where our son Randall lives Innisfail.

With larger and larger engines the

number of cars now hauled in a

freight train goes from the thirty or forty of early days to one

hundred plus cars. It can be a real cause for annoyance when a

driver is stopped at the crossing and will be there as all those cars

roll by.

To the left is the huge engine that hauls the Prairie Dog tourist

train on its run from Winnipeg to Grosse Isle and Warren and

back when engine number 3 is being repaired.

There is a great deal of history that shows the movement form the

first engines and trains to the present time of 2012,

10
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Our Prairie engine transport is seen in

the VLA train picture.
l, Initial/i1 Having looked at the "old days" to

the "modern days" for train engines
let’s return to train service for

Arden, Manitoba at the time of

1884.

It was interesting to read in the

Winnipeg Assiniboine College
publication that in 2010 the College
is offering a Conductor's Course.

That will be training to serve in that position on the VIA Rail passenger trains that travel the

transcontinental routes from ocean to ocean.

How fortunate we at Arden were as we lived alongside the Canadian Paci n c Railway line. The

passenger trains consisted of an engine with coal tender, a freight car, a baggage car and one or

more passenger cars as needed.

On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday the passenger train stopped in Arden about 12:20 noon.

This train came from Winnipeg via Portage la. Prairie. Tuesday and Thursday the passenger train

came from the west to arrive about the same time at noon. Then each night there was a passenger

train travelling west through Arden at one o’clock in the morning. A second passenger train

came through from the west about four in the morning.

With these time schedules one could board the passenger car at noon one day for Winnipeg and

arrive back home the next day at noon.

Certainly with the arrival of trains in the days of the late nineteenth century a whole new world

was opened. Settlers arrived to settle on homesteads in much less travel time and hence much

less expending of physical effort. Freight trains rolled by traveling both east and west frequently.
The ability to travel west to Neepawa by passenger train or east to Gladstone made for a far less

feeling of lonely homestead living. Howmuch better for the women and children to experience
some adventure and have exposure to life outside the everyday homestead life.

This availability of passenger trains was a godsend for the author. One evening in the late 1940's

he was coming home from College on the Greyhound bus. He had telephoned his brother, Neil

to meet him at the Arden Ridge service station. Unfortunately as the bus arrived in Portage la

Prairie a blizzard blew in and the bus was cancelled. Fortunately the west bound train would be

leaving shortly on its’ way to Neepawa. He had an option; he could wait for the night passenger

train that came through Portage la Prairie to arrive in Arden at one in the morning. He

telephoned Neil to tell him not to bother with the trip to the Arden Ridge service station. He

would be on the one am. train. With that he picked up his suitcase, walked to the Portage C.P.R.

Station where he waited and took the train to Arden.

ll



At that time Arden did not have hydro to light up the town. He got off the train all was dark

he started to walk to the Wilfrid Boughton house near the north end of Arden. As he came by the

parking lot he saw the car. His thought was, “How thoughtful of Neil to leave it for me, and the

keys in it as well,” and then proceeded to drive the car home.

While he was in the kitchen at home making himself a bite to eat, Neil came in the door talking
to himself. It must have been to himself because he just wouldn’t say those things to his brother!!

He had been asleep in the station waiting room, which of course, had no lights, while the train

had come and gone.

Times were changing. In'1884 the train passenger service had very little competition. Roads

were so - so. Cars at n rst were non existent. Train was the better way to travel. Then the roads

and highways were gradually much improved. Most families owned a car. Trips to Neepawa,
Gladstone, Winnipeg or Brandon became common place. The Greyhound bus service was

regular even if we had to travel by car to the Arden Ridge Service Station and Store to catch the

bus.

The following story is an incident that affected the author’s entire life and it will be told in his

own words. It relates to trains in those days of 1947. My last two rides on the train were

memorable. I had come home from college and after taking a couple of weeks off, I worked in

the gravel pit for Ben Bradley. I was running the gravel conveyor machine and belt to load

trucks. Then I moved to a helper’s job with contractor Earl Kinsley. I had worked for two days
with the out n t building an addition to the Brookdale hardware store. On the Friday night we

brought the heavy tool kits back with us in the back of the three quarter ton truck. The plan was

to work around Arden Saturday morning and then has the rest of the day off.

Four men were packed in the cab. Phillip Seddon and I were in the truck box. Wehad just
dropped two men off, who had also been riding in the truck box, at a house half mile north of the

Ridge Service Station. Little did they know it was their lucky day! Wetravelled down through
the little valley by the White Mud River, over the railroad track and turned north about three

miles south of Arden. It was there I guess the steering column disconnected. The truck started to

turn. Wemight have been going twenty n ve miles an hour. I felt the swing of the truck. I got
ready to go n ying. The next thing I knew I was being carried up the steps of the old Neepawa
hospital.

Phillip Seddon reports he ducked a pile of n ying lumber, got up and walked home. For me it

would be six months before I saw myhome again.

From the Neepawa hospital to the CPR. station in Winnipeg, I was riding on a stretcher in the 4

am. C.P.R. passenger train to Winnipeg. From there, a ride by ambulance to the Winnipeg
General Hospital. An operation was performed. I was put in traction for a badly broken leg. A

total of one hundred and n fty n ve days I spent in hospital. Eventually when I left the hospital I

would spend a week with my sister, Allison and her husband Stanley McFarlane in Winnipeg.
Then as far as I remember I took my n nal train ride back to Arden. My nephew David says,” I

remember you stepping down from the train using crutches.”
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The author was looking for the year when passenger train service ended. Cecil Pittman in his

"Looking back" section of the Neepawa Press showed a passenger train standing by the Neepawa
C.P.R. Station with the date of 1960 and the comment that this was the n nal passenger train.

The passenger service had ended. It was a case "If you don't use it, you lose it!" However, from

1884 to 1960 the passenger train service was a marvelous gift to all those who lived along its’

line. Freight trains, getting longer each year still traveled through Arden carrying a multiplicity
of products such as grain, potash, chemicals, lumber and a variety of other products. Across the

province of Manitoba many of the rail lines have been taken up as trucking takes over the

business of transporting goods. The Federal Government saves money. The heavy hauling on

the highways puts a burden of cost onto the province for upkeep and repairs.

The passenger train had a different meaning during world War Two. Families saw sons and

daughters come home for embarkation leave. Within a few days they stood and watched as those

same loved ones took the passenger train that would begin them on their journey overseas. It

was a time of trauma. Would they ever see them again? The author wept as his brother Wilbur

left for duty overseas. As the author’s brother, Walter followed him later he was more

accustomed to the process. Happily, both came home. The station agent’s own son was one who

paid the supreme sacri n ce and not be one that returned when the war was over.

Having followed the development of train transportation including the larger and more power n Jl
train engines, the use of different fuel, the improved care and upgrades of the railway tracks, the

greater speed at which the trains traveled and the longer and longer lengths of freight trains, it is

time to discuss how they affected the life and productivity of Arden and area.

CHANGESTHE RAILWAY

BROUGHTTO TOWN

THEARDENMILL

As the pioneers and families settled in and around
Arden, living conditions were very primitive as

the 1884 n rst train rolled through Arden. The

families had few extras. They depended on their

farms for their goods. The grain crops supplied
wheat for bread and oats for cereal. The cattle

supplied meat and milk. Turkeys and geese

supplied meat. Chickens were a source of meat as

well as eggs. Not much could be bought at the

stores which were just getting started. But changes
were coming.
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The n our mill was built in 1890 just six years after the n rst train arrived. The mill was built just
North of the train station and on the east side of the railway track. In fact a side track was built to

accommodate it.

As a boy there always been a question in the author’s mind as to why that rail roadbed was there

but no rails were evident? The n our mill ground the cereal grains into n our, bran shorts and

chopped feed. The farmer brought the grain and paid the mill owner to grind it. Then he took the

re n ned products home again. This rail siding also ran further north to the gravel pit.

THEMILL

As the surplus of grain occurred the Mill owner was able to stack the bags of grain by the siding
of the track to be loaded onto rail cars. The ground grain products were soon to be shipped by
rail as the supply became greater. At n rst a number of farmers might band together to load a rail

car of bagged grain. This of course brought them some cash money which was a luxury.

Wesley Graham was the n rst engineer. Two men, Mr. Jones and Mr.McFarlane were the

millers. The mill was powered by steam. The water was drawn from the White Mud River. As

the water line crossed over the North-South Road and over the railway track it was elevated

above both. How they kept that water line from winter freezing is not known. As more settlers

grew grain, the more grain they shipped. The more the railroad made money, the more money

was made by the grain producers. In July 1905 the n our mill was destroyed by n re.

GRAIN ELEVATORS

To the author’s knowledge by the time the mill burned the Western Canada Elevator was built a

little distance south of the train station and on the . ...~

same side of the track. The Lake of the Woods

elevator was built south of the Western Canada

elevator. The side track was already there as we

see by the picture of the train standing at the small

Arden station. Then a second side track was built

to allow grain cars, coal cars, etc to stand

available without tying up the main side track.

The Arden Pool elevator was built by the

Manitoba Pool Elevators Association company in

1926 and leased to the Arden Pool Elevators Co-

operative with a group of farmers making up the

membership. The group of farmers and grain
buyers desired to operate the elevator and cut

expenses.

In 1940 the Western Canada was sold to the Pool and used as a second elevator. The Lake of the

Woods elevator closed and was dismantled. This left the Pool as the only grain elevator in the
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district. An annex was built on the north side of the Pool. The Western Canada Elevator was then

dismantled as well. After the end of World War Two in 1945 the annex was dismantled.

At n rst the elevators were powered by a stationary engine. Hydro power came to Arden in 1947.

The Pool Elevator switched to electric power in 1959. The Pool agents served long terms.

Mr.C.H.Lummis served from 1926-1947. When Cliff Carrothers returned from his overseas war

service to Austin, along with his Irish War Bride, Joan, he came to Arden as Pool agent 1947-

1957. Cliff was the eldest son of the Carrothers’ family who supplied the site of the present
Threshermen’s Reunion —it was his home.

The author’s brother, Neil Boughton came out of high school to train with Cliff in Arden. He and

his wife Helen Cochrane came to Arden from Birnie, where Neil had served the Birnie Elevator.

Neil became the Manitoba Pool Elevator agent in Arden from 1957 —1965. From there he served

as Manitoba Elevator Superintendant to the Melita area. In 1971 he moved to Winnipeg as

Manager of Operations for the Pool and later retired from there. Other agents were Bernie

Clayton following Neil, arriving in 1965, Mr.Jackson was the next agent. Pool Elevator closed in

Arden. It was sold to an Organic Grain group.

That project did not work out. It is now owned and used by the Hutterite Colony for

grain storage.

Over the years the grain cars for the railway were made larger and more accommodating.
As of now the cars can unload the grain by the use of the built in hoppers affixed to the bottom

of the car.

The author was home from his permit year of teaching at the Roaring River rural school

between Swan River and Minnetonas. While waiting to attend The Normal School Teacher

Training in September of 1951 he replaced Cliff‘s helper who had gone elsewhere. After one

month spent working for Cliff in the Pool Elevator it was quickly apparent he could not handle

the dust to be involved in that work. Dust management has improved considerably since that

date.

Now the locally grown grain requires to be moved to larger centres. Local elevators have passed
into history. With improved roads and highways, as well as large grain trucks the marketing of

this produce has changed.

CATTLEBUYINGANDMOVEMENT

Along with grain growing and marketing, another industry that ran parallel to them was in the

early days before shipment by train, cattle had to be herded to market. Cattle buyers and

livestock producers would team up to build a herd. Then cowboys (horseback Riders trained in

this work) drove the trail herd to the place of market. It took days to make the journey. Then in

I884 when the CPR. freight trains passed through Arden, the livestock cars were built and

modernized to move the livestock. The freight train loaded the cattle cars from the loading
platform of the Arden stock yards. The yards (pens) and loading ramp were constructed

somewhat south of the Pool Elevator and on the same side.
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Cattle buyers, Wilmot Gill, Joseph Foreman, George
Cook, Clarke, and Wesley Roe, were just some of them in

the industry
When J .W. Roe moved onto the land where his grandson,
Ron and his wife, Judy still live in the Snake Creek area.

m... . ,,« He chose and ideal three quarters of a section. The Snake

The Arden stockyards, 1917, cattle Creek wanders through a portion of the southern part of

shipped by Wes Roe the land. It was ideal for grain growing, raising cattle, and

buying cattle.

Wilmot Gill taught school as he lived in the Salisbury area across from J.W. Roe. Then

he moved to a farm a half mile east of the north end of Arden and made his living in the

livestock industry. Joseph Foreman at n rst lived just west of Arden.

The stockyards were a busy place in the early years. Cattle were bought and shipped by rail to

market. Horses were brought in from the west and auctioned off to farmers because horsepower
was essential for the working of the farms. It has been mentioned how the rail cars for grain
shipping were improved. The same happened for the cattle shipping. Of course as the years went

by the cattle were moved by cattle trucks as they are in 2012. The stockyards have been

dismantled.

The author remembers the n nal time he watched a livestock event at the yards. It was early
September; he was waiting to go back to College in Winnipeg for another year of study. Wilmot

Gill had brought a carload of unbroken horses from the west in by train to the stockyards.

That particular afternoon the horses were being auctioned off to the various farmers who

required another horse or two. The author’s brother, Walter, who was postmaster. and he, walked

down to the yards and sat on the high wooden fence. Down in one yard were about twenty horses

and about the same number of farmers. Wilmot Gill had the horses loosely cornered in one yard.
The men stood in a semicircle holding the horses in the corner. The auctioneer was proceeding
with the auction. Suddenly one beautiful black horse had enough of being in that corner. He

charged toward the center of the half circle of men and broke out into the remainder of the yard.

Cecil Robinson was standing in the way of the charging horse. Cecil disappeared! Weall held

our breath! In a moment Cecil got up, dusted himself off, put on his cap and looked around at the

rest of us. To everyone’s amazement Cecil still had his pipe in his mouth. The men gave him a

cheer. As it turned out as the horse hit Cecil he was quick enough to throw his arms around the

horse's neck and lift his feet off the ground. As the horse was free it swung to the side and Cecil

let go. That is my final memory of the Arden stockyards. For information sake, Cecil Robinson

is Lillian (Robinson) Brock’s father.
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THEGRAVELPIT AT THENORTHENDOFARDEN

A sidetrack that ran past the Mill went north to the gravel pit located on the north

side of the Salisbury Road on the north side of Arden. It appears that Edgar
McKenzie was to be the n rst to ship gravel by rail car. The road bed is still to be

seen. The rails have long since been taken up.

THEARDENBUILDING BLOCKCOMPANY

As industries go this one didn't look like much, but the products can still be witnessed even now

in 2012. This is a uniquely Arden product. The stone consisted of gravel and cement. Other than

the cement it was all Arden. Arden men formed the company. Arden masons created the

products.

On February 29, 1904, the Arden Block and Building Company were formed. Six men, namely
James A. Gilhuly, George Stockdale and his son William Stockdale, Robert Lamb, Samuel

McGorman and Maurice E. Boughton each put up $100 dollars. The n rst three men being stone

masons formed the blocks. Maurice Boughton
as the Secretary— Treasurer of the company

The building you know as the Lansdowne

Municipal Of n ce has the date 1904 above

the front door. It n gures that this building to be

built from these blocks was the n rst one

constructed. Maurice Boughton contracted it to

be built. It was to house the Municipal Of n ce

and the Post Of n ce for years to come.

max-M By looking around you can see buildings made

kdale of this block construction. The present Post

Of n ce was once the Doctor's and Public Health NurseS’ of n ce.

The two story house south of the Municipal Building was also one. Perhaps the following are all

of the Arden block construction: the former R. J. Drysdale house, the Allan Brydon house both

of which are located on the highway to Neepawa. Others that are now gone were the George
Stockdale house on the Ridge Road, the Arden Hotel, the Bank ,the Winchester Powell house.

mmHOTEL _ > '

(Next. to Municipal Office)

‘. __..,..'«~«-~ 5.65 w"

ant n ‘ n 'lr mam1; 2"" ’

Doctor’s Of n ce now Post Of n ce
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Ether the bank or the drugstore
A house on Main Street

THE MUNICIPALITY OF LANSDOWNE

At the time of early settlement the western boundary of Manitoba was between ranges 12 and 13

at Keyes, Manitoba. For the two years of 1882 and 1883 the County of Beautiful Plains existed

with its’ centre at Neepawa, Manitoba.

On January lst, 1884 Beautiful Plains Established the

Municipalities of Osprey, Glendale, Rosedale and

Lansdowne councils lasted for just six months. D.Bruce

Sealey, an Arden student and later a professor at the

University of Manitoba, states that the name of the

municipality came from or was named after Lord

Lansdowne, Governor General of Canada.

The Municipality was much larger as it was created.

However with changes of boundary in 1909 and 1920 it became the size that it is today. That

includes Townships l7, l6 and 15 of Range 14 as well as Townships 17,16,15,l4 and 13 of Range 13.

The inaugural meeting of the Lansdowne municipality was held on January 8th, 1884 in the

Salisbury Church, a log building situated on SW, 31— 15-14.

Several meetings were to be held regarding the formation of this municipality:
* The January 25-26 meeting was held at the Samuel McGorman residence in Orange Ridge.
Bylaws were passed to hire Maurice E.Boughton as returning of n cer and secretary-treasurer.
Mr.Hederley was hired as the assessor.

* The March 12th meeting, held at the W.R.Watson residence at Florence.

* The April meeting was held in the Ayr School.

* The May meeting was held in the Maurice E.Boughton’s half n nished store in Arden.

It seems that from then on the Boughton Store became the location of the Municipal Of n ce and

the location for the council meetings. The Municipal of n ce continued at the store until Maurice

Boughton had the present stone block building built in 1904.
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The councilors for 1884 were: Reeve —John McGregor, D.J.Gerow, James Crawford, Samuel

McGorman, Duncan McKel 1er, William Babcock. and Robert Riddle, each with a term of one

year. December 6th, 1910 the term became two years. Finally, years later in 1974 all terms for

councilors were put on a three year basis and remain so to the present day.

On May 27th, 1884 the Municipality was divided into six wards. Several years later, on April
13, 1920, the number of Wards was reduced from six to n ve.

In 1884 the seal of the Municipality, on motion of Riddle -

McGorman, was created. The seal portrays a yoke of oxen with a

man and a plow, with the words on the seal "Industry Is Wealth". In

time for the 1984 Centennial a statue portraying this Municipal seal

was erected on land where once the Foreman store was located, just
south of the cenotaph.

MUNICIPALITY

In The Lansdowne Story published in 1967 and the history book, Legacies of Lansdowne

published for the 1984 Centennial, there are lists of councilors who served from then onward to

at least the 1950's‘as.well as some who served much longer. However this is a list of councilors

serving terms in the various wards. This information is an excellent record and it would be well

if it could be followed up with fresh research and updated by those who have the time and the

interest to do so. This would bring the list of councilors serving the various wards to the present
day.

In 1885, with the Wards established, note how the names of councilors changed.
WARDONE James Milne WARDFOUR Robert Riddle, the only one to repeat.

WARDTWO Lewis McGhie Sr. WARDFIVE William Montgomery
WARDTHREE Alex McKenzie

As of December 1920 the terms were adjusted so that not all councilors would end their term at

the same time. Wards One,Two and Four to begin with two year terms. Ward Three and Five

began with a one year term and later a revision made it a three year term.

Having mentioned the wealth of information concerning reeves and councilors recorded in The
Lansdowne Story of 1967 and the Legacies of Lansdowne of 1984 we record the slate as of the

125 Anniversary of the Municipality.

At the celebrations of the 125th Anniversary in Arden on the weekend of July 10—12, 2009 the

Lansdowne Council was as follows: Reeve Richard Funk. Richard began his life on the farm in

Fertile, Saskatchewan, just overt the border from Tilston, Manitoba. He came Arden way and

married Sandra McGorman.
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The author knew Richard in the late 1950’s. The author was ordained to the ministry of the

United Church of Canada in the spring of 1958. His placement by the United Church

Conference was to be at Tilston, Manitoba, with churches also in Fertile where there was a

lovely new little church building, as well as Storthoaks, Saskatchewan which was mainly a

Roman Catholic area, and Fern, Saskatchewan. Fern was a country church with service every

second Sunday during the spring, summer and fall. Because of the times of service he would

have to wait two hours to conduct the Fern service so he would wander through the Fern

Cemetery. .A lot of history was written on those stones .Richard's older brother and sister were in

our Tilston - Fertile young adults group.

Councilors in the Anniversary year were:

WARDONE William Pottinger WARDFOUR Leonard Paramor (Town Council)
WARDTWO Douglas Popkes WARDFIVE Raymond Gork

WARDThree Joseph Moller

Secretary Treasurer (Clerk) Carol Henderson

ARDENTOWNCOUNCIL(as of the 125th Municipal Anniversary)

Leonard Paramor (chairman)
Rod Shuttleworth

Abe Enns

A note - John Buksovich, a long time resident of Arden, had just died. He was busy in town

concerns for many years. His wife Ada (Wilkinson) Buksovich continues to be involved in

speci n c community concerns. Imagine the fun it was to be involved in the n rst council and the

early councils as the Municipality inauguration came about in 1884. There was no end of new

municipal legislation to further schools, roads, bridges and various other bylaws to handle the

business.

What is witnessed is the changing of council concerns as the years came up to the 125th

Anniversary. More and more Federal and Provincial concerns as the changing times brought
more and more legal requirements to be followed by the council. It was now essential that a good
lawyer was required to explain the legal requirement to be followed.

Maurice E.Boughton as n rst secretary-treasurer with the term of 1884 to 1937 had the challenge
of helping council through the formative years as municipal responsibilities grew. Wilfrid C

Boughton in 1935 became assistant secretary treasurer and in 1937 accepted the role of secretary
treasurer which he retained until 1959. This period saw the responsibilities of this position were

to help the council understand the greater legal requirements.

Change came once again as W.C. Boughton’s son, Walter Boughton, accepted that position of

Secretary Treasurer in the years 1959 to 1989. By that time in order to n ll this responsible post
he found that he was required to take a four year university certi n ed course for Municipal
Administrators. This consisted of Accounting, Administration, Law and Human Relations. He

received a Certi n cate from the University of Manitoba on completion of the total requirements.
To the author it only af n rms what has been stated about the work in this document that
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municipal concerns have undergone extensive changes and will continue to make more far-

reaching changes from what was legally required of councils in early years.

To return to the Municipality story, the Secretary-Treasurer, Clerk or GED, as the name

experienced changes in later years, was Carol Henderson from 1989 to November 2009. She

was followed by Tracey Winthorp -Meyers as CEO.

Maurice E. Boughton, as n rst secretary treasurer had the Municipal Of n ce in his store. The n rst

Arden School, which was built in 1887 and taught by Mr. Hugh McCamis Senior. However, that

school burned down inl889 or 1890. Mr. McCamis switched jobs and joined Maurice Boughton
in the store.

It was at that time in 1904 that the Municipal Of n ce moved to the newly built structure and

, continued so in 2012. This structure was n rst owned by Maurice Boughton and then sold to the

Municipality.

Mr. H.D.McCamis bought the store from Maurice Boughton. A Neepawa Press article of

approximately 1914 or 1915 indicated that this transaction happened at that time.

The author and his wife, Karen, happened to be in the Municipal of n ce in 2011. That particular
day we observed the CEO, Tracey Winthorp—Meyers, sorting papers into various piles. The

assumption was that eachcouncil member would receive an assembled pile for the upcoming
Council Meeting. One more indication, that from beginning days of the Municipality in 1884 to

the requirement in 2012 there was little comparison. With more and more involvement of both

the Federal and Provincial Governments in the Municipal Government the task of the reeve,

councilors and the CEOhas become much more challenging and time consuming.

The author recalls in a summer around the year 1947 as he waited to return to university,
his father, Wilfrid Boughton, had him do the Municipal Financial books for one month under his

guidance. The author always enjoyed doing Mathematics. He found this an interesting and at n rst

challenging task. Looking back he can see clearly exactly what was required to be

accomplished.
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THEPOSTALSERVICE

The postal service began long before the n rst train chugged to a halt at the little Arden train

station in 1884.

Dick McKenzie of Neepawa who wrote The Lansdown Story in 1967, speaks of the thousands

of settlers who streamed up the Arden Ridge on the Carleton Trail on their way west by foot, by
horseback, by oxcart, by a team of oxen, or horses and wagon. There were no cars, trucks or

trains in those days. The settlers did it the hard way to reach their piece of the Promised Land.

If a settler needed a letter or parcel sent to another destination it was given to a neighbour or

someone traveling that way. Presently the article landed in the hands of the address location. Or

going onward it was dropped off at a post of n ce for further travel. Such was the spirit of the

pioneer. They came with little in the way of goods. They had to make do. It was neighbour
helping neighbour or stranger doing a favour as that person travelled onward toward the location

of the address.

Maurice E. Boughton arrived to homestead in the Salisbury-Plains area in May of 1878. He

worked his homestead land, built his buildings; married Catherine Crawford and they had a

family of Annie and Walter before moving to Arden in early 1884. He began at once to build and

operate a store. It is easy to see the people would drop off mail at his store to be picked up by
someone in the area to whom it was addressed. That was the good neighbour way of helping
until the arrival of the Canadian Paci n c Railway and the n rst train to travel along the rails. At

that point in 1884 Maurice Boughton was named Postmaster. He would continue to be Postmaster

until his death in 1947. His years of service in this capacity were 63, most of which he walked to

work. In the later years of his service he would walk to work and then someone drove him home

by car or horse and cutter.

Grandfather Maurice passed away at the age of ninety four years and was working at the

Municipal Of n ce until a week before his death. He would do the work there while Wilfrid

tended the Post Of n ce along with the municipal duties.

In 1931 Wilfrid Boughton had been forced off the farm and went to work in the Post Of n ce. He

had worked in the Post Of n ce as a teenager so postal work was not new to him. He never was

named postmaster, though during the World War Two years of 1939-1945 he did the majority of

the work with his father, Maurice was still doing his part right up and into his 94th year when he

passed away.

By 1947 Walter W.Boughton was home from war service with the Air Force. With him was his

English War Bride, Iris (Berry) Boughton. He had served in England and due to postal
experience during his school years in Arden he served at the base Military Post Of n ce in

England.When he arrived home he became Postmaster in 1947 after the death of Maurice. In

1959, after the death of his father, Wil n id, Walter became the Lansdowne Secretary-Treasurer.
He continued in this position with the help of his wife Iris, n nally retiring in 1989 due to ill

health.
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As Walter moved to that new position, his brother Wilbur became Postmaster. Wilbur moved the

Post Of n ce to the building north of the McCamis store. This building had once served as the

doctor’s of n ce. Wilbur served this position for 25 years. Unfortunately he suffered a stroke in,
1984 and the position was no longer n lled by the Boughton family as it had been for one hundred

years and three generations. That is a record the Boughton family hold with pride.

Donna Richardson followed Wilbur as Post Mistress and remains in that position as of 2012,
now a period of twenty eight years and counting.

Back to 1884 when the mail came in on the passenger train n ve days a week at noon. The mail

was conveyed to the train and back by wheel barrow in the summer and sleigh in the winter.

When the Eaton’s catalogs came out or with the Christmas mail, coming in or going out a little

larger conveyance was required. Usually on those two occasions a horse and buggy in the

summer or horse and cutter in the winter would be called into service to convey the many extra

bags of mail. Usually there was the registered mail bag and the one or more general mail bags.
At n rst Maurice conveyed the mail both ways. There were no cars or if there had been no one

could have afforded the gas to run them. In his teen years, Wilfrid, Maurice’s son, would do the

conveying and later continued doing so after he moved off the farm to Arden. WhenWil n id was

not available to do this Mr. Arthur Brown was hired to work in the post of n ce. Mr. Brown

returned to help out when Wilfrid was ill for a brief time in the 1930’s.

With Grandfather Maurice getting elderly each of the Wil n id Boughton family were conscripted
to work in the Post Of n ce. This would be before school, at noon, to carry the mail to the train

and back. It would also be the case after school for a period of time. As Wilbur was conscripted
for the war service it was time for Allison, Walter, Harold, Keith (author) and Neil to take their

turns. Without thinking much about it we all learned how to serve the public with courtesy and

kindness. This was a skill that stood us all in good stead.

Some of us needed a little reminder about

courtesy and this time it was the author. As

he was in the Post Of n ce one afternoon two

councilors returned for the Council Meeting.
He greeted them by saying, “How are you

boys?” and they politely replied, “Fine,” and

went to the back room for the meeting. Just

at that moment my father, Wilfrid, appeared
at my elbow and quietly said, “You will be

courteous!” Lesson learned.

Wilfrid was a thought n il man. He took mail

in before train time up to the very last

moment. Then whoever was conveying the

mail would be left to run with it on the wheelbarrow or sleigh to be at the station ahead of the

train. Whenwe heard the train whistle it was a mile away. Wecould adjust our speed to arrive

.- . .' - . ~> 3 ..:.. ‘ .- Ii

Arden’s second train station and residence 5
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at the station on time. Sometimes we didn’t think kindly of our father as we ran the last part of

the distance. None of us ever missed having the mail at the station on time!

It was mentioned that Grandfather Maurice Boughton
was given a ride home from the Post Of n ce in his later

years. One day in winter the cutter was broken. Harold

hitched the horse to the stoneboat. This was a n at bottom

sleigh with a raised front panel. The horse pulled it but

there were no shafts to guide the conveyance course.

When Harold, the author and stoneboat arrived at the

stonehouse Keith was holding his Grandfather up against
the front of the stoneboat. Harold said “Whoa!” The

horse as usual got out of the way of the transport. The

stoneboat coasted to an inch from the eight inch gate post

and stopped. The thought occurred, “If we get Grandpa fiargld and Keith Boughton bringing mail from the station.

hurt we are in deep trouble!” With the stoneboat now safely stopped, Grandpa stepped off and

with his cane, walked to the house. Weboth thought we saw him smiling as he walked away.

Just because we lived in a small quiet town didn’t mean that we didn’t have our adventures.

The telegraph was n rst located at the store as the postal service began. When the n rst station

agent was named the train station was rebuilt to serve as family residence for the agent. There

was a waiting room for passengers, an of n ce for the agent and freightshed with a four wheeled

n at bottomed cart to receive the freight or to have it at the track side on the wooden platform for

loading. Each agent was required to be trained in the use of the telegraph. The agent’s children

attended school as long as their father was the agent.

ARDENRIDGE SERVICE STATION

Station before addi

.. a" :1

tions

Not to be forgotten was the mail service that was

accommodated from the Arden Post Of n ce to the Aran

Ridge Service Station. This service was in vogue long
before the author’s time. A mail bag with the mail for

the families that lived near The Ridge Station and

received their postal service through Arden was given to

the person of that area who came to Arden that day. It

was delivered to the station and people picked up their

mail. Of course if they wished to send mail it was usual

for each family to come to Arden and deposit it at the

Arden Post Of n ce so that it would be sent by train with

the all the other mail. But, the Arden Ridge Service

Station was far greater than a mail drop off depot.

Recall the Carleton Trail that went west from north of

Kcyes? It met the Arden Ridge south of what was to be Arden and traveled west and swung

three miles north of Neepawa. It was mentioned that the Carleton Trail had many offshoot trails.
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Refer to the train from Palestine, later Gladstone, that journeyed with the Carleton Trail to south

of Keyes. Then this part of the trail went straight west over the ridge at the station and onward to

Neepawa, the Beautiful Plains Country, and onward. This road later was Highway Four and later

changed to Highway Sixteen now a part of the Yellowhead Route.

The original service was owned by Bill Carr, Bill Fuchs and the Ed Schland. Flynn Orchard had

worked for Oliver McConnell who owned a hardware, garage and oil business in Arden. Flynn
married Mary, the daughter of Oliver and Hilda McConnell. In 1931 Flynn and Mary took over

the Arden Ridge Station. Flynn’s brother, Guy Orchard, came from Winnipeg to help out. For

nine years the Orchards and McConnells ran the service station, cafe and trucking business.

In 1940 Guy purchased the business. He married Ethne, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George
Deveson. Before marriage Ethne had attended Normal School in Winnipeg and taught at

Winchester, Sinclairville and Moline. They had n ve daughters, Betty, Shirley, Lois, Marguerite
and Colleen. The girls took their schooling in Arden and Neepawa.

In 1976 Guy and Ethne sold the business to Mr. and Mrs. Terry Glauser and they moved to

Neepawa. The service did expand over the years. Now, with no service station or gas pumps in

Arden, local people must purchase their gasoline at Arden Ridge station or in Neepawa.

For one summer the author worked for R] Drysdale in the Inkerman District, just west of the

service station along the highway. Most of the summer was spent on the cultivator and tractor.

However, it was no fun pitching hay into thehip-roofed barn when the temperature was in the

high 80’s Fahrenheit. On an evening it was customary for people to gather at the station, buy
groceries, enjoy the café or just socialize. Peter Deveson, Leila Drysdale and the author would

drive down. Wewould watch the men play horseshoe._ The moment most remembered was as

the dark was closing in and the evening games coming to an end. Alf Coak was to pitch his

horseshoe. He said, “Put a lighted cigarette on the pin. This was done and Alf promptly threw a

ringer.

The service station is as busy today as it was in early times. The east—west Highway, Number 16

just gets busier and busier.
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ARDENSCHOOLDISTRICT

Pertaining to 1884, so far

we have dealt with The

Coming of the Canadian

Paci n c railway and its’ train

service. This maximized the

settler-passenger and freight
movement.The inauguration
of the Municipality of

Lansdowne which brought
form and practice of

organized settlement to

uniform and legalized
government.

The establishment of regular
postal serviced so that

communication inward and

outward by mail service ..

could expedite the regular ARDENSCHOOL—- ”muss m PICTURE «L‘C'urries, McLeans,
Nichol, Snelgrove, Stewart, McNally, Buriington, McKenzie, Snell, Me~

busmess OfllVlng. _ Rae, McCamis, .Boughton, Ogston, Phillips, Gosling, Choate, Duncan,
Boyce, Fraser, Ferg, McKenzie, Sneigrove, Nichol, McNalIy, Smith.

Now it is an extremely important beginning of the Arden school district which brought
educational opportunity for the children and youth of the area. It also contributed to the greater
level of culture for all concerned.

While the School District was established in

1884 it was not until 1887 that Arden’s n rst

frame—building school was built. Classes

began with Hugh D.McCamis Senior as the

n rst teacher. Hugh D.McCamis arrived

from Antigonish, Nova Scotia, where he

had received his education, teacher training
and University. He was the right man in the

right place at the right time. Little did he

know that he was to be the beginning of the

McCamis family in the life of Arden until

his Grandson Hugh D. M. McCamis Jr and ,, .

his wife Mabel (Williams) McCamis moved Second 5011001 that was built

to Portage La Prairie.

Grandfather Hugh D. McCamis would not to teach the Arden school for long. As of 18%9 or

early 1890, the n rst school building burned down. At that time there were n fty seven students
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packed into that little school as settlement increased in Arden. Grandfather Hugh never went

back to teaching. With the burning of the school house he was out of a job.

Hugh McCamis joined Maurice Boughton in the Boughton store which Maurice Boughton had

built in 1884. In time it was the McCamis-Boughton store. Then Maurice sold out to Hugh. The

McCamis family operated the store from that time until Grandson Hugh and Mabel retired and

sold the store. The McCamis Store was known by that name or the Red and White Store. It gave

continuous and gracious service to Arden and community all through those years.

The second Arden School built in late

1889 or early 1890, was a two room

school due to the increased number of

pioneer families in the school district. The

first principal was J .W.Gordon who taught
Grades 8-10. Kate Crawford a sister-in— W. p 7 . a»... WW .... N

law of Maurice E.Boughton taught Grades Arden [three schools, r n ovéd when new one was bum in 1954.

1-7. The enrollement by this time was

seventy eight students.

The early trustees were B.Van Blaricom, John McMurchy, Maurice Boughton, and Hugh D.

McCamis.

Later George Barlett taught in Arden 1908-1912. During his term it was realized that

another school building was required to house the ever growing number of students.

Thus in 1909 an additional school was built. Nowalong with the principal teaching Grades eight
to ten there were two teachers working with the grades one to seven.

Following Mr. Bartlet as principal, the list of principals reads Mr.Burkholder, Mr. Gillanders,
Mr.Lord, Elwood Ridd, Mr. Bennett, Mr.Whenham, Mr.Hardy, Mr.Fahrig, Mr. Belton and Miss

Hazel Vandecar to 1936.

The Arden School district saw consolidation which brought in students for secondary education

from Ayr, Twyford, Inkerman, Salisbury, Winchester, Glenholm, and Sinclairville. That seems

to have been part of the reason the Arden School District was to swell the student enrollment.

The School board purchased the McRae, Clendenning and Drost properties.

A second addition, the Primary School, was built by George Stockdale. in1920. Then grades
one and two were in what we called "The Little School". Grades three to n ve were in "the

Middle School, and grades six to eight in the south end of the two room school we called "The

High School with grades nine, ten and eleven, divided in the north side.

An excellent move was made in 1939 while Mrs.E,Mollard was principal. In conjunction with

the School Board and with Wilmot Gill circulating a petition, grade twelve was added. Now it

was grades nine and ten in the north east and grades eleven and twelve in the northwest of the

High School's north side. Mrs.E.Mollard was principal. Stanley McFarlane moved up to become

Vice principal. Miss Lazaruk was hired to teach grades nine and ten while Lloyd Henderson was
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teacher for grades six to eight. Margaret Eames taught grades three to n ve with Miss Earwaker

teaching grades one and two.

StanleyMcFarlane later became the author’s brother-in—law when he married Allison Boughton.

The n rst students in grades eleven and twelve were Muriel and Elmer Gill, Kay Batty, Dora

Ritchey, Bessie Payne, Elizabeth Manson, Doris Gray, Harold Ranson and Elwin Duncan.

The author was happy to see grade twelve created in the Arden School. This allowed him and

many others to complete all their schooling in Arden and remain living at home.

One almost hesitates to mention the names of any of the students , who because of consolidation

and with grade twelve offered students came from surrounding schools. Somewhose names can

be recalled are GeorgeWatson, the McConeghy family, Gwen Collins, Elaine Leask, Jean and

Bernice Grif n ths, Luween Singleton, Merle Rogers, Reva Deveson , Leila Drysdale, two

families of the Roe connection: Dora, Margaret, Ruth, Jack, Richard, Ella, Irene, Ronald and

Audrey, the Smith brothers Gordon, Cameron, amd Kenneth Smith and the list goes on and on.

A.D. Morgan, S. Bodvarlson, Mr.H.L.Williams was the

next principals. Benjamin Foreman became principal as

the new 1954 single building was built. Glen Turner,
Federick Mongeon, Harold Woods taught thereto _l_96l.

The High School building fell apart as it was being
moved. It's lumber can be found in the Free home and

Free garage. The middle school was moved to Neepawa
as a residence The crowning glory of them all, "the

Little School" was moved to stand on the south side of

the Municipal Building. The addition was to give that building larger space. The interior was

modernized. This is the Crocus Seniors’ Centre.

It has become a godsend to the Arden community because it is now a gathering place for seniors.

It is used for various meetings. An accommodation which would be lacking in Arden except for

the modernized "Little school".

Before moving on there are two events that need a mention: *l.The Second World War 1939-

1945 saw many young men and women join the services and auxilary services and leave the

community to share a part of the war effort at that time.

This meant that teachers Stanley McFarlane, Lloyd Henderson, Homer Gill and others were no

longer available to teach in Arden. Thus in 1943 the Arden teaching staff consisted of ladies:

Mrs.E.Mollard, Lillian Mitchell, Margaret Eames, Mary Jane Floyd, and Mildred Dennis. It was

probably one of the few times, if any, that there was not at least one man on staff *1. It was

interesting that at the Old Schools’ Reunion, July 2006, the author met Lillian Mitchell, her

daughter and granddaughter. Lillian said that she just taught in Arden that one year of 1943.

Lillian passed away, it is believed in 2010.
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Arden students parade on V.E. Day.

Flag bearers in parade on V.E. Day. Gerald Paterson, Hugh
McCamis, Keith Boughton, Stewart Anderson, John 2.Th€ other event that stays in mind is the

Fadomwwh' announcement of V.E. Day, (Victory In Europe
Day) when World War Two ended in Europe, May 8, 1945. Mrs. Mollard and Miss Lazaruk got
some n ags. Gerald Patterson led the march. Other n ag bearers were Hugh McCamis, Keith

Boughton, Stewart Anderson and John Federowich. The total school population lined up and we

marched down the main street of Arden. It was heard much later that principal, Mrs. Mollard,
was chastised by the School Board for using school time for the march when the children should

be in school learning. The author personally still is glad we didn't miss the march. It was a

highlight. War in Europe was over. Sons and daughters were free to come home.

Principals since 1961 were Jake Horky, Irma Sirett, Joseph Grodecki, Edith Dunsmore, Cecil

McCullough in charge now as grade nine to twelve students are now attend school in Neepawa,
Leonard Boychuk, and Rod Shuttleworth were the

n nal principals.

When Mr.Be1ton was principal he

made it known that town students

were not to ride on the step at the

back of the summer horse drawn

m-

. Winter Van —TomStewart
vans. One after school the author, h1s School Buses March 7, 1957 _

brothers Neil and Walter, disobeyed. left to right— Roy Lewis, Harry ;-..-._ . ‘ ..

Soon we were standing in front of Mr Free: 1.2111135 Dixon: JaCk 13ka

.Belton in his of n ce. He said to Neil and Mlke saj‘

Who was the youngest, "Will you take the strap or shall I give it to Walter?” Walter was six

years older than Neil. Neil said, "I will take it".

Now it was the author’s turn. Mr. Belton asked the same question.
The reply was different. It was, “I think you should give it to Walter!” So much for courage.

Wenever got the strap. Wenever rode on the back of the summer vans again. Lesson learned.

*1. Legacies of Lansdown p. 552 *2. Legacies of Landsowne p.64
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School transportation changed with the years. In the 1950’s and onward years the country
students traveled by motorized vehicles.

Just once in grade twelve did the author drive a horse drawn winter van pulled by a team It was

a favour for Mel McGorman. As he came out of school the team and van were there. The

students got in and he and a friend made the trip. The horses knew the route. The students did

homework and visited. By supper time he had returned the team and walked home. On the rare

occasion that a team got startled they might try to run away. It would be a merry ride for driver

and students until the team ran out of breath.

As cars, trucks and buses became more readily available and roads better, the school buses

provided the transportation.

THEBEAUTIFUL PLAINS SCHOOLDIVISION

In 1959 this division was formed. To begin with it would take the High School students from the

surrounding area schools to Neepawa. Presently, for Arden, all students would be bused to

Neepawa.

The n rst Division trustees each designated with the Ward:

Ward One — Eden - James Young Ward Four -Mentmore - Will F .Sirett

Ward Two — Arden — Walter Boughton Ward Five - Harte— Clare Fitzsimmons

Ward Three - Neepawa—two trustees: Ward 6 - Carberry— J .Roy McCillan.

C.H. "Bud" Hanson and Peter Cottingham

The years move along. The High school students attend the Collegiate in Neepawa. Presently
grade nine and ten students followed them, this left Arden with grades one to eight.

Just as population had swelled as Arden and district was settled by pioneer families. The advance

of farm machinery and the larger and larger portions of farm land owned by fewer and fewer

families caused the population of farmers to decline. The large families are being replaced by
smaller families there came a time when the move was made.

On June 26th, 2001 the Arden School had its’ n nal closing exercises. The author happened to be

in Arden that morning and stopped by brie n y.

Taking part in the Closing ceremony were: Rod Shuttleworth, principal; Leonard Boychuk,
former principal and teacher; Amold Suski, Reeve of Lansdowne; T. Toews, trustee; and

Dennis Wrightson, Beauti n il Plains Division Superintendant, The kindergarten to grade four

choirs, grades n ve to eight band, and Troy Gowan, who was Student Council President. The n ag
was taken down for the n nal time by Synnova Hunter. Ivan Trail of Westman Television n lmed

the ceremonies. From now on all Arden students attend school in Neepawa.
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Then the n nal act for the Arden 1954 School Building. It was sold to a new group of settlers

who were now living near the Plumas road. The lumber was used for the erection of buildings for

the new settlers. The building was removed and demolished in 2007.

Interesting to note as Troy Gowan spoke at the School Closing ceremonies representing
the Student Council he completed an interesting descendancy line.

WhenMaurice Boughton moved from Salisbury to Arden, the children of Maurice and Elizabeth

(Crawford) Boughton, Annie and Walter, attended school in Arden. Both would be old enough
to be in that n rst school. When Troy, son of Alan & Janice (Boughton) Gowan ended his Arden

school days in 2001, a Boughton or a descendant had been on that school register over the 114

years.

THE "OLD SCHOOLSREUNION" July 14-16, 2006

Where the 1954 school stood vacant and the older schools all gone, Fred Clark, a former student

in the Old Schools came up with the idea of a Reunion for the students who attended the three

old schools.

A Committee was formed: Chairman Bruce Francis, Vivian (Riddell) Howard, Irene (Small)
Magood, Ella (Roe) Jarvis, Irene (Roe) Smith, Joan (Grif n ths) Kitson, Lorraine (Hawkins)
Kushner, Joan (McKinnon) Madill, Evelyn(McKinnon) McKenzie, Brenda (Hoath) Sumner,
Mary (Matthews ) Kuharski, Helen (Thomson) Ford, Doreen (Bradley) McLeod , and Marge
(Webster) Francis.

The Municpality, the town and the volunteers did a n ne job in preparing the park, the Centre and

the town.

Orest Fedak, Lillian Mitchel and Bishop Patrick Lee, former teachers were present. Since then

Lillian Mitchell and Bishop Lee have died.

Hilda (Stockdale) Collett and her daughter were present. Hilda, daughter of Mr.and Mrs. William

Stockdale, started life in Arden along with her classmate, Gertrude McInnis .As of 2012 she is 98

years of age and living in Winnipeg.

Gladys (Gray) Perron and her three daughters were present. Gladys sang in the High School

Choir along with Gertie in 1933. Elmer Gill, a graduate of the n rst High School Grade Twelve

Graduating Class, now ninety two years in 2011 and living in Winnipeg, was there. John

Buksovich who attended Arden school in the late 1920's and thirty’s was present.

ReV.Stu Anderson was master of ceremonies. Hugh McCamis’ grandson of the n rst Arden

School teacher spoke on some of the Arden School history. Saturday evening approximately one

hundred and n fty guests enjoyed a banquet and dance.

Sunday morning at the park the Sunday worship service took place under the guidance of Dennis

Patterson. Those standing on the n at bed of a truck were: Abe and Kathy Enns, Ed Friesen, John
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Longstaff, Joe Kushner, The young women singers from the Riverside Hutterite Colony
contributed several musical selections. The author, Rev.Keith Boughton gave the sermon.

A suggestion to the students and teachers of the 1954—2001 school era participating students is

that they organize, as did the Old Schools Students) and mark that period of school history.

Looking back ,during the War Years of 1939-1945, children from England were sent by the

shipload to Canada to keep them safe from the bombing. Robert Pollard stayed with Mr.& Mrs.

Harold Brown. At the war's close he and many others returned to England. Some stayed in

Canada. The author believes it was in the author’s grade twelve year that some of students (boys)
began to heckle Bob as we returned from across town to class. Keith said, "Leave him alone or

deal with me!" It wasn't really anything serious. It was probably the only time Bob had any

experience of that kind and it was small..

All those who planned the Old Schools Reunion, and all who helped in any way are to be

thanked for this wonderful experience we all enjoyed.

THEARDENSCHOOLS

CAIRN

The Arden schools are gone. The cairn . ' , y

stands approximately where the Little “7' 3 ° ARDENSéCH ,.

School stood. The dedication of the Arden " ' Dedicated 1"? 3607 1“ R'mem
{)f The Pioneers, Form‘éhlrustees, ‘

Schools Cairn took place on October 14, ‘ ; TeafhersAnd‘Purpiis
2007 onalovely Sunday afternoon. ‘ ,

Those taking part in the service were:

Master of Ceremonies Rev.Stu Anderson,
Manitoba Legislative Assembly
representation for the area, Stu Briese,
Reeve, Richard Funk, Heritage Committee

representative Douglas Popkes, Bruce

Francis, Chairman of the Old Schools Reunion

Committee, Homer Gill, former student and

teacher.

Standing with Rev. Stu Anderson during the

dedication were former students of the 1930—

1940 era: William (Bill) Matthews, Edith

(Gill) Kerr, Helen (Thomson) Ford, Dorothy
(McConeghy) O'Donnell, and

Rev. Keith Boughton (author). Interesting to

note in the audience of former students and guests was John Buksovich, then 92 years of age, a

student reaching back to the 1920's.
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The construction material for the cairn is uniquely Arden. The Building Block Company formed

in 1904 created the blocks out of gravel (sand) and cement. The actual blocks for the cairn came,

courtesy of Hr. and Mrs. Mike Saj who now own the Harry Snell property. The blocks were

donated n om the vacant Snell house.

The construction of the cairn was under the leadership of Arnold Suski with assistance from

Dennis Gagnon, Gareth Henderson, Abe Enns, Brian McCutchin, Bruce Francis, ReV.Stu

Anderson, and Douglas Champayne.

The cairn was n nanced with moneys from the Lansdowne Heritage Committee, residue money

from the Old Schools Reunion and individual donations.

The plaque was created by the Wolski Memorials Company of Rapid City, Manitoba.

The plaque reads "Dedicated in 2007 in remembrance of the pioneers, former trustees, teachers

and students" Pictured on the plague are the High School - 1887, the Middle School — 1909, the

Little School - 1912, as well as the new combined school of the 1954.

Following the dedication service refreshments were served in the Community Centre by some of

the members of the Old Schools Reunion Committee Rev. George Cargo asked the blessing.

History has a way of getting away from people. The 1887 n rst school which burned in either

1889 or early 1890, showing the n rst Arden teacher, Hugh D .McCamis and a burgeoning
student body is missed. This picture may be seen in The Lansdowne Story authored by Dick
McKenzie of Neepawa, published by D.W.Friesen and Sons Limited, Altona, Manitoba, 1967.

(see page 118 plus n fth picture page).

The Arden community is commended in creating this school history cairn so future generations
can View and treasure.
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THE CHURCHESOF ARDEN

The year 1884 as so far recorded witnessed n rst the coming of the Canadian Paci n c Railway
trains through Arden and the magnitude of in n uence they had on settlement in such a variety of

ways.

The second was the inauguration of the Municipality of Lansdowne. Building a centre where

people were connected and there was a rural community home base.

The third notable development was the Postal Service —to meet a need of communication with

others from surrounding communities and other lands both for personal reasons and for business

development.

The fourth step of major advancement —the need to provide education to the youth. This was the

formation of the Arden School District and what was presently to follow that course.

The n fth is one that relates the spiritual needs to be connected to the Creator and with others of

the same faith in a spiritual community. This section of the Arden story then is of the ful n lling
of that deepest need. It is of The Churches of Arden Pastoral Charge.

THEMETHODISTCHURCH

The Methodist Church was the n rst church congregation to hold service in Arden. In 1884 the

n rst worship service was held in the little residence of Maurice Boughton. This little house in the

author’s time was known at the Charles Hamill residence across from where Mrs. Arthur Bradley
has her home.

Maurice grew up in the Methodist faith in England. He

helped in the organization of the n rst Methodist circuit

of Arden, Salisbury, Winchester and Glenholm. He

worked along with others to construct the Methodist

Church building in Arden in 1889. It was dedicated by
Rev. James Woodsworh on June 11 of that year.

, Arden’s First Methodist Church
The Methodist Church was located in the south end of town.

As well the n rst Manse was there which the residence was for the minister and family. Soon a

larger Methodist church and manse were built just south of the Presbyterian, now the United

Church The new manse was built 1n 1904. It 1s now the residence of Leonard and Judy Boychuk
andIS SO nicely maintained , .. , ., ..- -

When he lived in England, Maurice Boughton was

part of a "Laity". They were referred to as lay
ministers. That is a person who did not belong to the

profession of clergy, but who was authorized to

conduct services except for the sacraments. He was

on a schedule to perform this service. This schedule

eased the minister’s load.



The author has a copy of the 1924 Laity schedule for the May to August period which included

Arden, Glenholm, Salisbury and Winchester.

Rev.W.A McKim Young took the Arden evening service. However that might vary. Usually the

minister took three services and the laity speaker took the fourth. Names mentioned on the lay
ministers’ schedule were: Maurice Boughton, Ed Haggerty, Harry Pettitt, John Foreman, Samuel

Watson, Anson Turner, A.O. McGorman, Wilfrid Boughton, Joseph Foreman, the Arden choir

and the Arden Youth group.

Keep in mind that this 1924 schedule was just prior to the amalgamation of the Methodist

Church and the Presbyterian Church in Arden joining to become part of the

1925 United Church of Canada. Arden joined the United Church of Canada

in 1927 due to legal details having to be worked out.

THEPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

The Presbyterian Church in Arden was built in 1893 and dedicated in October of that year. The

Presbyterian Church building was chosen to be the United Church building due to its’ size. As

far as can be determined, the Methodist Church was moved over to become the present day
annex of the United Church.

As the Presbyterian Church was set to open, the Ladies

Aid led by Mrs. J. McFarlane and Mrs. H.D.McCamis

supplied the pews, the pulpit, the communion service and

the chairs. They continued to fund raise.

Arden Presbyterian Charis;

The congregation was made up of

J.McFarlane, Hugh D. McCamis, George
Stockdale, John McMurchy, James

McKenzie, Alexander McKenzie, their

families and as well as others.

The Union of the Methodist and memeo‘é"é n idumu:g 2f mi"“s‘:%o£§d§¥"t n agif°radizé n §£zé 53.532113. ‘33::
. . greganons, Sunday, June 26th, 1927 at 2:00 mm.

Presbyterian congregations to become

part of the United Church of Canada was June 26th, 1927. This Union brought together the

following men and their families: O.Reilly, John Pattison, Harry Pettitt, Alexander McKenzie,
John Hockin, Samuel McGorman, J .R.Dotten, Edgar McKenzie, Gordon Anderson, James

McKenzie, Stanton German, George Wilson, Thomas Wray, William Montgomery, Ebenezer

Foreman, Joseph Foreman, William Anderson, John Foreman, Maurice and Wilfrid Boughton.
Of course there were many others.
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The author has a picture of the uniting service on the Sunday of June 26th, 1927. People from the

other congregations in the wider district attended the celebration.

The Methodist trustees having completed all the legal and property requirements submitted their

resignations. Those trustees were Edgar McKenzie, Ebenezer Foreman, Joseph Foreman,
Maurice and Wilfrid Boughton. That document still remains and is in the possession of the

author.

The two Sunday Schools came together at a service at 2:00 pm. on the 26th of June. John

McMurchy of the Presbyterian Sunday School welcomed the Methodist children and teachers.

Wilfrid Boughton did likewise for the Presbyterian Sunday school and children.

There have been a good number of Sunday School superintendants over the years Graham H.

McCamis was long term, Cliff Carrothers and Wilfrid Boughton were three of them.

An interesting arrangement was the agreement that the children and youth from the Anglican
(Church of England) would attend the United Sunday School and youth groups. However, when

it was time to join the membership of the church by profession of faith they did so in the

Anglican Church.

The two choirs came together. Maurice Boughton had been the Methodist choir leader along
with being a trustee and elder. His small choirs were to make a name for themselves at the

annual music festivals.

Over the years changes came about. Glenholm, Salisbury and Arden remained as part of the

Arden United Church n eld. Inkerman replaced Winchester.

THEARDENUNITED YOUNGPEOPLES’ GROUP

The United Church had various Youth groups over the years. Wilfrid Boughton was the leader

for a very strong group in the 1940’s. An executive was named. The leader with the group

worked out their program of topic, games, worship service as well as other interesting programs.

The Youth Group would take all four worship services on the pastoral charge on a Sunday in the

spring of the year. As many drove vehicles, transportation was no problem. It was a good time to

be in that group and we all bene n ted.

The author continues to thank all those young people who treated his father Wilfrid Boughton
with the utmost respect. They headed a fund for a new organ as a gift to the Arden United

Church in memoriam after he died in May of 1959.

THEJOY OFSONGFORA LIFETIME

I have mentioned that the Methodist and Presbyterian choirs came together as the church

congregations joined together to become the United Church of Canada in Arden. Phyllis Hipwell
and Elsie Back were two long term members. There were many talented singers who blessed the

Arden United Choir. Stanley McFarlane and Lloyd Henderson, both school teachers were two of
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them. There was generally a Boughton or two in be choir over those many yeas as well. Maurice

Boughton and Wilfrid Boughton were choir leaders. Gertie Mclnnis must have played the church

organ for church services and choir practices as well as funerals and wedding for sixty years. She

retired and Mabel (Williams) McCamis must have matched the sixty years in the same position.
In small towns when a church had a good organist it was wise to hang on to that pianist-organist.

THREELADSWHOLOVEDTO SING

Hugh McCamis, Stewart Anderson and the author joined the Arden United Church while in

school. It was a surprise at choir practice when we were handed our n rst look at The Cantata

booklet. Six lines of music per page! Which line was our line

One Sunday we took the Cantata to Glenholm. As Wilfrid Boughton stood up to sing and

Gertie Mclnnis played the intro for his solo; the window beside him came down with a bang. He

closed his book! Stewart Anderson was closest to him and handed over his book.

Hugh, Stewart and Keith have sung for a lifetime. Hugh sang in the Arden choir as a regular
member as long as there was a choir. Stewart has sung there and continues to sing in the church

choir. At present it is now the Carberry United Church choir where he and Dorynne are retired.

Stewart has been the one who continues to sing solos at services, weddings and other events.

Keith has sung the choir anthem along with the choir at each of the places where he served as

minister.

THELADIES ORGANIZATIONS

The Women's Missionary Society (W.M.S) and the Women’s Auxiliary (W.A.) have given
strong support in many ways as well as strong n nancial support over the many years. In the

1960's the W.M.S. and the WA. in the United Church of Canada were joined together to become

the United Church Women(U.C.W.). The women of the Arden United Church continue now in

that organization up to the present 2012.

THEFURTHERORGANIZATIONOFTHEARDEN

CHURCHES

Some of the churches have now closed: Winchester, Glenholm, Salisbury and Inkerman. Arden

United Church is in now part of the Neepawa Wider Parish along with Brookdale United Church.

Some of the ministers who served the Arden charge were Rev.Lousley, and Rev.A.I.A.

Carruthers, who baptized the author and his brother Neil. Rev. Duncan McLean and Rev. Doyle
Holtzman also served this Pastoral Charge.

The Arden Pastoral Charge became a Student Minister Field. This meant the student would be in

Winnipeg to study during the Theology term and home on week ends to take

The worship services as well as the pastoral Visits and meetings. Their families would remain

living in the manse. As they were ordained they were moved to a new n eld to begin their n rst
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ordained assignment. - Rev. Angus McColl, Rev.G1en Stewart, Rev. Ed Loucks and Rev.

Campbell Conner were four who served in this capacity.

From then on the Arden Pastoral Charge was served as part of a team ministry with the Wider

Parish. Most recently it has been well served by Rev. George Cargo, Rev. Joe Ball who were

followed at the present by Rev. Satterly with a lay person to help out the minister.

CELEBRATIONOFTHEUNITED CHURCH

OFCANADA’S 80th BIRTHDAY

The United Church of Canada formally came in to being on June 12, 1925. At the Arden United

Church of June 12, 2005 the 80th year since union was marked. Rev. Joe Ball of the Wider

Parish conducted the service. He was assisted by Leonard Boychuk of the Aran congregation.
Hugh and Mabel McCamis, then retired to Portage la Prairie, were there for the service. Mabel

was the organist for that service. Also attending were Homer and Wilma Gill, Lawrence and

Irene Bateman, Jean Jackson, Nelson Jackson, Rod and Doris Shuttleworth, Bruce and Barbara

Nicoll, Kenneth and Jo Rogers, Douglas and Joan Popkes, Arnold and Sharon Suski, Ivan and

Patricia Trail, Keith and Karen Boughton.

Ivan televised the service for Westman TV. Rev. George Cargo and his wife, Lane Englund,
arrived for the reception after Rev. Cargo had completed the Neepawa service. Homer Gill, as

the eldest person present, cut the cake. Refreshments were served by the ladies of the

congregation.

The 85th Anniversary was marked in June 2010. The author wondered what his grandfather,
Maurice E. Boughton and his father, Wilfrid Boughton, who were both a great part of the

Methodist Church as it entered into Union, would have thought, if they had been able to attend

these anniversaries?

ForemaThe Arden United Church continues to function in Arden despite the fact that the

population in Arden and the surrounding districts is greatly reduced.

In July of 2011, Troy Gowan, son of Janice (Boughton)
Gowan and Alan Gowan was united in marriage to Laura

Allan. They were married by ReV.Slatterly in the Arden

Church on one of the hottest days of July.

THEARDENANGLICANCHURCH

The n rst of n cial meeting of the vestry of the Church of

England, now more familiarly known as the Anglican
Church, was held in the Presbyterian Church in May of

1894.

Arden Anglican Church.
At its’ beginning the Anglican congregation shared space
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with the Presbyterian Church. The building of the Anglican Church was constructed in 1902

and dedicated on August third of that year. It is interesting to note that the ladies of the

congregation raised the money to buy the site. Mr. Ed Ranson, mason, did the cement work and

construction.

The Anglican Church stood north of the schools on the site where the Community Centre now

stands.

The n rst pastor was Rev. G.T. Spriggs. The n rst wardens were Harry Earwaker and George
Gilhuly. The Building Committee members were J. Hubert, William McMillan and Dr. Gahan.

The Ladies Guild raised the money and purchased the organ. Several of the organists were Mrs.

Gulhuly, Miss Choate and Miss Brown.

In 1922 the Arden Anglican Church District including Tupper, F lorenta, and Orange Ridge, were

transferred from the Diocese of Rupertsland to the Diocese of Brandon

The Anglican Church had an agreement with the Arden United Church that the children and

youth attended the United Sunday School and Youth Groups. When it became time for them to

"join the church by profession of faith" they did so in the Anglican Church.

A few of the names of families associated with the Anglican Church were Parsons, Bowe,
Hunter, Butler, Truman and Brown.

The Anglican Church struggled for years with decreasing membership. On January 2lst, 1976

the church closed its doors. In 1982 the building was demolished.

An article in the “Neepawa Press” October 2010 states that the bell from the Arden Anglican
church was installed in the tower of the Neepawa Anglican church. In 2010 the bell was cracked.

A new bell was installed. The Arden bell was returned to the Arden Historical Society. The bell

had been transferred to Neepawa when the Arden Anglican Church was demolished in 1982.

The Neepawa Church is not using it. Arden has asked for it back. The plan is to put the bell on

a cement base with an accompanying plaque. This will be located south of the Community
Centre in the spring of 2012

ARDENMENNONITECHURCH

This Mennonite Church was called by the name of "Church Of God In Christ". It was built by
the Evangelical Church on Saskatchewan Avenue approximately across the road from where the

Section Foreman's residence for the Canadian Paci n c.

It was dedicated on May 23, 1965. Many of the families attending this church came from Russia.

Names of some of the families who attended the church were A.Barkman, L. Barkman, A.Issacs,
M.Rempel, T.Duncalfes and G.V.Wolgumuths, '

After several years this church was demolished as the congregation had moved. The cement

circle of the top of the cement crib for the well is the only sign that remains.
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THE IVANHOECHURCHANDSCHOOL

The Ivanhoe district is located a half mile east of where

the Maurice Boughton house stood, then up that ridge
for a number of miles. It was not far from the Plumas-

Glenholm Road.

The Ivanhoe district was formed in 1893. George
Chapman put up a notice that the intent was to build a

school. The meeting was held at the Freese residence. It

was decided at that meeting that a school would be built. An election of trustees named

P.Johnson, E.T.Mood (secretary), H.Freese (chairman), J.Parr (auditor). Other names connected

to the Board over the years were Long, Waters, Vesey and Love.

A second school was built in19l l. The assumption was that it was built for more student space.

In the 1920 and 1930 era there was a movement of Mennonite families into the Ivanhoe district

as depression and drought forced them to move from Saskatchewan. The author has always seen

this movement as immigration". The rural school was at Ivanhoe. Some of the students came to

Arden for their High School education.

It is rumoured that the Ivanhoe Church was built in 1942 with families such as Harder, Issau,
Hildebrandt, Lemky, Banman, Unruh, Bornn, Giesbrecht, and Buhler attending.

As mentioned earlier, the author worked in the Arden Post Of n ce before school, at noon and

often after school. His father, the Postmaster, Wilfrid Boughton agreed with those Ivanhoe

families who had the same n rst name and surname that a middle initial would be chosen and

added to the name to save any confusion with their personal mail.

Wilfrid Boughton was invited to a wedding in the Ivanhoe Church and the author was old

enough to drive the car. He drove him to Ivanhoe and we both attended the service. The names of

the couple are no longer in memory. It is remembered that the couple sat on two chairs in front

of the pulpit for a complete church worship service. Before the

Wedding ceremony was performed his thought was, "When I get married I am glad it will be a

wedding ceremony without beginning with a church service.

Later both church and school were demolished as students went further to school and with better

cars and roads people went further to church.

ARDENUNITED CHURCHSTANDSALONE

Of all the churches mentioned in Arden and all the surrounding districts that connected to the

economic and social life of people, Arden United Church is the one church still standing and

open for business in 2012.
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THECENOTAPH

The Arden cenotaph on the Memorial grounds beside the Foreman store was created to honour those

persons of the Arden district who " paid the supreme sacri n ce” with the loss of their lives in war.

The dedication of this Memorial took place on August 22nd, 1926.

The statue, a wonderful piece of work, stands n fteen feet high, and is

of white Italian marble the two base stones and the plinth are of Scotch

grey granite. The die and large pedestal are Scotch Balmoral red

granite on the face of which are engraved the names of heroes and

memorable battles. The whole memorial is erected on a concrete

foundation six feet deep. W.F.Guinn of Neepawa was the contractor.

The n ag staff back of the Memorial is of steel and is forty seven feet in

height. At one time there were several World War I machine guns and

a canon. The scrap drives during World War II claimed all three guns.

Weboys used to play on the canon.

Remembrance Sunday was always a very important day in Arden.

People gathered from near and far. Churches got together to share the

service. The Junior and Senior choirs sang together. The veterans

paraded down Main Street.

n ezawwrwsamaiw 1

: .. \ ‘iA’FaL"“-Mf’““°b‘l~i nn lly-ii:
1 n mthag, n ngusthuh, 1935

At the Dedication Sunday in May 1926 the Edrans’ band lead the Veterans Parade to the cenotaph.
Marking this day was taken very seriously. The words, “We shall remember them” was marked by all

ages. The n oral wreaths were placed.

Weneed to find if World War II, the Vietnam War, the Korean War, the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars had

any Arden veterans who gave their lives and if so to have their names added to the honour list on the

Cenotaph.
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Unveiling the Arden Memorial and laying Sunday School wreaths. 1926.



Photo Prize Winner -— TammyTurner

CROCUSCOUNTRY

Photo Prize Winner Melanie Mulder

Old great, great Grandfather Crocus

was standing near the Arden railway
track when the n rst Canadian Paci n c

passenger train rolled to a stop. They
watched in 1884 as passengers got on

the passenger coach while others got
off. Baggage and mail interchanged
and away rolled the train toward

Neepawa.

Grandpa said,” I hope you have been

paying attention. It will be up to you to

tell your children and grandchildren
just how important it is to remember

this history and pass it on".

Those children did not worry too much. They knew that Granny and Great Granny would tell

and retell these stories in the years ahead. In time the children, now parents and

Grandparents would pass the history along of how Arden came to be. The C.P.R. train, with its

n rst stop at the little train station was an important part of it.
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The crocus heard of how the new people came n ooding in to walk among them and take up

homesteads. They heard the discussions of the 1884 Inaugural of the Lansdowne Municipality.
They heard when the Postal service began.

They saw the stores, the elevator, the hardware, the livery, the bank, the Doctor’s of n ce, the

restaurant, the hotel and all the other places of industry. It was an exciting time.

Then came the schools. They heard the children playing. They also paid attention as did the

children when teachers and parents said, "Education is important. We expect you to work in

school and grow up with a good education. Something we as parents never had the opportunity
to achieve. Wesee it as very important."

Then in 1884 the n rst worship service was held. The churches were yet to be built. Not all the

crocus wanted to go to church. Some said,” Wedon't need to go to church. Wecan worship God

in the outdoors with God’s beautiful nature all around us every day. Those who went to church

learned a faith that helped them to believe that the crocus can be a power n ll help to the

development of spiritual and moral values in the community.

Thus the 1884 crocus learned the history of "what went before" and how they were to play an

important part for all time to come.

Then the crocus spread north of Arden where, in 1888 the Arden cemetery came into being. Mr.

Hector McLean gave this land to the Municipality and held back one block for the Mc Lean

personal and private use. The Lansdowne Municipality passed a bylaw on March 14th, 1888

creating the Arden cemetery. The crocus was happy for now they had a sacred allotment of

ground in which to be of service to the community.

Maurice E.Boughton's n rst wife Elizabeth Crawford whomMaurice married in 1880 had died in

1886 from tuberculosis. Her body was buried in Neepawa cemetery. With the new Arden

cemetery her body was returned home to Arden and the Arden cemetery where she could rest in

peace near family and friends. The crocus was there to welcome her as they welcomed others.

In the spring, summer and fall they stood watch over each grave. In the winter everyone rested.

That loving crocus care continues on to eternity.

43



44

ARDENCROCUSFESTIVAL

The Arden Crocus festival began in 2001. At that time the dedication was made on the nine foot

tall steel crocus monument billed as the World’s Largest Crocus. This monument stands at the

south end of Arden beside the Ridge Road. The Festival committee commissioned Dennis

Gagnon, welder, to create the steel nine by fourteen foot crocus display. Arden then registered as

the Crocus Capital of Canada.

With each year the Festival has grown and developed. On April 10, 2010 the n rst Festival fund

raising dinner was held with an attendance-of 125 persons.

Under John Dietz, photographer, a Crocus photo contest was initiated in 2009 and expanded for

the tenth festival in 2010. A supper and evening program concluded the Festival day. Prizes were

awarded in the Crocus photo contest to increase the involvement and interest.

For the tenth anniversary the ladies under the leadership of Mrs. Mable Pottinger made a quilt
featuring an exquisite white and purple crocus design. This quilt was auctioned off as another

part of the fund raising.

The original Crocus Festival committee seems to have changed little from the inception of the

Festival to the 2012 Festival which is slatedfor May 5, 2012. The Committee membership is as

follows: Co-chairs Rod Shuttleworth and Douglas Popkes, Joan Popkes, John and Angie Dietz,
Abe Enns and Richard Funk (Reeve).

The Crocus Festival grew out of the founding of the Lansdowne Heritage Resources and

Tourism Committee in 1997 with membership of retired White Mud Watershed Manager,
Douglas Foreman, Reeve Arnold Suski, Principal Rod Shuttleworth, Retired Principal Leonard

Boychuk , farmer welder Dennis Gagnon and writer photographer John Dietz °

As the 2012 Crocus Festival approaches the Festival date of May 5, 2012 with even more

exciting times are predicted for the innovative event. It illustrates what a community can do

when that community realizes the resource at hand and develops it in spectacular fashion. Well

done.

*John Dietz is the secretary of the LHRTcommittee

LITTLE PRAIRIE TOWN

This song was written by Abram Enns for the inception of the Crocus Festival in 2001. Like

most creative song writers, he puzzled on how the words of the song should go. These beautiful

and meaningful words came to him in the middle of the night. They tell a story of their own.
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Photo Prize winner Olivia Dolinsky

The Winters were cold

And oh so much snow

With cattle and horses to feed

But spring it did come

and in the warm sun

That’s when the crocus do grow.

So come and see our town

And look all around

And this is what you will n nd

The stories are told

The history unfolds

Where the prairie crocus do grow

Arden a little prairie town.

Courtesy of Abram Enns.
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A little prairie town

With farm n elds all around

The White Mud river does n ow

The settlers they came

Their land to claim

Where the prairie crocus do grow.

They came to build a town

And homes all around

To work and raise a family.
With sod to plow
And seed to sow

Where the prairie crocus do grow.

«4‘?» l x M

Photo Prize winner Ida Maendel

This picture was taken by
Helen Manson of Edith (Gill) Kerr

in front of the Crocus Monument

during the Old Schools Reunion

July 15, 2006

Courtesy of Edith (Gill) Kerr
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PEOPLEOF THE ARDENCROCUSCOUNTRY

The crocus spread wherever the land was right for them to seed, to grow and to n ourish. In time

the crocus became an example to the Arden people. No matter how hard it was to survive and

n ourish, the plant did so. If the inhabitant of Arden stopped to ponder he or she knew that is

where the determination to live good lives regardless of the challenges, that is the spirit of the

crocus blossoming forth.

In today’s world of 2012 the people of Manitoba and Arden have doctors, nurses, medical clinics

and hospitals to help all families with any health concerns. It does not stop the illnesses and

diseases but it tempers their ability to destroy. In years gone by a whole family might succumb

to any one of a variety of diseases. Tuberculoses, diphtheria, whooping cough, measles,
mumps, small pox, in n uenza, consumption (which is now believed to be cancer), all were

prevalent in past years. . There is no end of reasons Why the crocus was welcoming people of all

ages to their sacred ground in the cemetery. There was no end of comfort when the crocus was

there to create a sense of peace and comfort that had shades of the eternal in its’ spirit and work.

WHENTHEAUTHORWASA BOY

The crocus fought their way through the seemingly frozen ground in early spring. Even before

the n rst crow or the early robin returned from the south, the crocus had appeared around the end

of the melting of the snow and sometimes in the midst of a nearly dissolved patch of snow. Then

it was not long until the clumps of blooms appeared on the scene. Grandpa Maurice Boughton’s
gravel ridge portion of his quarter of land at the north end of Arden, as it ran from the Ridge
Road north for half a mile, showed scattered crocus plants. The author’s father, Wilfrid

Boughton’s seven acres of land showed the growth of the crocus. The land across the road to the

west, which included a remnant of the Carleton (Saskatchewan) Trail, was n owered with

crocuses. This area of crocuses ran west to the old railway bed and continued on south to the

south end of Arden and beyond. It continues even in 2012. The memory remains of the pleasure
of seeing the blooming crocus and wondering at their hardiness.

HOWTHECROCUSINTERACTWITHPEOPLE

The author’s regret is that he can not include all his friends and neighbours in this story. It can’t

be done and that fact is regretted. Thus the choice has been a few families that have had long
range in n uence on Arden and surrounding. You have already read of the n rst settlers in the

Salisbury area.
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MAURICEEDMUNDBOUGHTON

He was not the n rst homesteader to come

into the Salisbury area. Maurice came

n om Tewksbury —Gloucester in England.
As a young man he had worked in a

clothing store and also in hardware. He

came to Campellford, Ontario and worked

three years in hardware. Then in 1878 he

travelled to Manitoba. From Winnipeg he

took the steamer, Finlay Roblin, to Portage
la Prairie One might make that boat trip
back then, but the water lever required
even by n at—bottomed boats is no longer
suf n cient.

He purchased his team of oxen and ox cart

and his supplies. Then he joined an oxcart caravan that journeyed across Rat Creek seven miles

west of Portage. From there the caravan journeyed North West to Westboume, the n rst crossing
of the White Mud River. From there on to Woodside, the second crossing; to Palestine, the third

crossing. Palestinellater became Gladstone. On through Keyes they journeyed to the Arden

Ridge, then up to the"north end of what would become Arden and west six miles into the

Salisbury area and a mile north to his homestead.

He left writings in his roll top desk that say, “After the n rst mistakes we settlers did well at

farming.” Having been born on a farm in England, he was not without farming experience. It

was mentioned by his grandson, Walter Boughton some years later that a mound that had been

Maurice Boughton’s sod hut, his n rst residence, was still to be seen. Then it was a time of

cultivating the land, building his house, barn, shed and fences. According to the Homestead Act

he must live on the land and also cultivate and sew a crop.

In 1880 he married Elizabeth Crawford, a daughter of James Thorpe and Catherine (McGregor)
Crawford who lived on the section south of his. Two children, Anne, named from Maurice’s

sister and a son, Walter, his brother’s name.

In 1884 Maurice moved his family to Arden and was resident in what we knew as the Hammill

house —just west of where Mrs. Arthur Bradley lived.

He immediately built a store which carried the grocery needs of the settlers. He also bought and

sold real estate. He bought and shipped grain. The n rst Methodist Church service was

welcomed into his little house. Later he was active in seeing the Methodist Church building
constructed at the south end of the town. He had earlier been involved along with other settlers

as the n rst Salisbury School was built. He was an active lay preacher as the Church Circuit

involved the Salisbury area.
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As mentioned in connection with the establishment of the Arden Cemetery, Maurice saw his

wife; Elizabeth died of tuberculosis in 1886 and was buried in the Neepawa cemetery. With the

opening of the Arden Cemetery in 1888 he had her remains moved to Arden.

In 1888 Maurice married Grace, the sister of Elizabeth. Grace and her sister Catherine were

heavily involved in the Boughton household when Elizabeth was ill. Grace became the mother

for Annie and Walter. Unfortunately Annie had not long to live. As a senior teen she began to

teach school at Pratt. While home for Christmas in 1889 she suffered appendicitis and died as

the NewYear of 1890 was approaching. Here then was the second member of Maurice’s family
to be welcomed to the Arden Cemetery by the crocus.

Maurice and Grace were to have the following children: Harvey who received his Medical

training in Winnipeg and as a Doctor was active in a vaccine to counteract tuberculosis. His task

with others was to vaccinate the people in Saskatchewan.

The second son, the author’s father, Wilfrid was born, then four daughters Ruth, Catherine —

mother of Patricia (Sly) Trail] of Neepawa; Phoebe and Elizabeth. Another son, Frederick died

an infant and he too was welcomed into the Arden Cemetery by the crocus.

It was not long after that when Catherine Crawford, sister to Elizabeth and Grace, while teaching
in Arden, also succumbed to tuberculoses. Again, the ever welcoming crocus n ower would bring
the message of peace to the third sister.

In 1890 Maurice contracted Mr. Head, an architect from Portage la Prairie, to design the

Boughton “Agassiz” house as the family named it. The plans for that house are now in the

author’s possession. Mr. Charles McGhie appeared to have been the contractor. Mr. John

McInnis, next door neighbour and a carpenter also worked the house for speci n c tasks. In 1892

the n eldstone house stood at the north end of Arden on Maurice’s quarter section of land.

Harvey was born in 1889 and Wilfrid in 1891in the little house. Ruth was born in Neepawa,
Frederick was born in 1894 but died as an infant was another welcomed to the Maurice

Boughton block in the Arden Cemetery by the crocus. Catherine was born in 1896; Phoebe born

in 1901 and Elizabeth in 1903 were all born in the stone house.

Their mother, Grace, contracted tuberculosis in 1906. She too died and was welcomed by the

crocus into the Arden Cemetery with the others of the family.

After Grace’s death Maurice remained single. Alice Back, from England became his

housekeeper. She later married Arthur Bloxham and moved to Winnipeg. Her sister, Elsie Back

came from working for the Elliotts in Glenholm to become his housekeeper. Elsie remained with

Maurice until his death in 1947. She became much more that a housekeeper to the Wilfrid

Boughton family.

Maurice and Elizabeth’s son Walter grew up. He worked in the Post Of n ce. He ran in one

election and was defeated.
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Walter married Maude McNaughton, the niece of Adam McKenzie who was a school teacher in

Arden. They farmed in Glenholm and built a house. Later they moved to land Maurice owned

just north of Arden on the west side of the road. Maude developed health complications and died

in 1914. Her grave is in Block 97 and there in the Arden Cemetery she too was welcomed by the

crocus.

Right after Maude’s death Walter developed tuberculosis, quit farming and returned to the

Maurice Boughton home where he died in 1917. He joined the other family members in the

Arden Cemetery and the crocus was on the job to welcome him.

This is the n nal death by tuberculosis in the Maurice Boughton clan. All these deaths seem to

become excessive. However, in the health world of the late 1890’s and early 1900’s, many

people passed away due to disease as well as accident. Separated out as the author has done here

it seems even more excessive. However, if one were to consider the events of those days it

seemed more like the normal of the times.

Through all these times of grief Maurice Boughton stayed steadfast. He continued to stay the

course and what an interesting course it turned out to be.

Throughout this book you will read of Maurice Boughton’s involvement in various aspects. First

he was Secretary Treasurer of the Lansdowne Municipality from its’ inaugural in 1884 until his

retirement from the work in 1937. The second involvement was in the Arden Postal Service as

postmaster from 1884 until his death in 1947, His third involvement was in the n rst Arden

School along with others as it was constructed, and was one of the n rst trustees. Another, which

would be number four, was the Arden store he started and then was in partnership with Hugh
D.McCamis until he sold it to Mr. McCamis. Yet another undertaking was with others, the

Arden Building Block Company and the contract to purchase and own the Municipal Of n ce —

Post Of n ce which was constructed of those building blocks in 1904. His sixth interest and

involvement, perhaps leaving the most meaningful to the last, was the building of the Methodist

Church. Continuing with this project and following it to the amalgamation of the Presbyterian
and Methodist Churches into the United Church of Canada in 1925 Union, which was for Arden,
1927.

Maurice died on April 1, 1947 with the funeral in the Arden United Church. He was carried to

his burial in the Arden Cemetery by Wilfrid’s n ve sons, Wilbur, Walter, Harold, Keith and Neil

as well as Wilfrid’s sister Ruth’s son. Willison Rayner. At the age of 94 at his passing he had

lived as full and as useful a life as one person could possibly achieve. He was welcomed by the

crocus to the Maurice Boughton block in the Arden Cemetery, block 96, lot 3.

Two years before his retirement from the secretary Treasurer position he was honoured in 1935

on the jubilee of King George the n fth for his “Long and faithful service to the community as an

outstanding member.” He also was a member of the Board of Wesley College, later to become

the United College and presently the University of Winnipeg.
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HUGHDOUGALLMcCAMIS.

In the history of the beginning of the n rst Arden

School you will read that Hugh D. McCamis came

from Antigonish, Nova Scotia. He was born there

on July 17, 1856. He took his schooling, teacher

training and also taught there for a brief period.

He arrived in Arden in May 1887. He was “the

right man in the right place at the right time.”

Arden School District was formed in 1884.

However, the n rst school was not built until 1887

and Hugh became the n rst Arden teacher. Dick

McKenzie, writing in The Lansdown Story, 1967,
states that the school burned several years later.

That several years could be 1889 or 1890.

Mr. and Mrs. H. D. McCamis. Sn. Eva. Graham and Muriet. Pioneer merchant
at their home in Arden. ‘

H. D. momhem. Hugh was not to teach again. With the school

burned he went to work for Maurice Boughton in

the store. With Maurice’s busy schedule of

Municipal Secretary Treasurer and Post master in

1884, Maurice welcomed Hugh McCamis into

partnership. On May second, 1916, the partnership
dissolved and Hugh McCamis became the sole

owner.

McCamis Store.

Roberta Graham had also come from Antigonish to teach Rose Ridge School. In 1890 she

married Hugh D. McCamis. Born to them were Eve, Muriel and Graham. The n rst McCamis

home was on Arden’s Main Street. In 1900 they moved into the beautiful McCamis house on

Saskatchewan Avenue south of the schools.

Hugh was a member of the Presbyterian Church. He taught Sunday School. He took over

school trustee from Maurice Boughton. Roberta was active in the church and member of the

Women’s Missionary Society —the W.M.S. Later she was named an honourary member.

The Presbyterian and Methodist Churches amalgamate to become part of the United Church of

Canada, formed in 1925, but for Arden, 1927. Hugh and Roberta had a home library from which

they loaned books to people of the community. They owned the n rst piano in Arden and

welcomed others to come and play it. Hugh died on June 19, 1943.

JOHNGRAHAMMcCAMIS

While John Graham was born August 4, 1899, he was called Graham all of his life. He grew up

in Arden and took all of his education through high school in Arden. He went to work in the
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McCamis General Store with his father, Hugh D. McCamis. As Hugh retired Graham became

the principal operator of the store. He remained in the store until his death on December 5, 1968.

Graham married Margaret Milton on October 3, 1923. Graham and Margaret had three children;
Audrey was born on April 20, 1925. Hugh Dougall followed on April 5, 1928. John was born

on June 6, 1934.

The United Church was their church. Graham was on the Church Board. He was a school

trustee for thirty eight years. As well he was a long time Sunday School Superintendant.
Margaret was active in the Women’ Missionary Society and the Women’s Auxiliary of the

United Church. Later these two organizations joined to become the United Church Women. She

was a leader in the teenage girls’ group the Canadian Girls in Training or C.G.I.T. As well she

was a choir member and she taught Sunday School.

Their daughter, Audrey married Ebur Carruthers, son of the United Church minister, Rev.

A.I.A.Carruthers and his wife. Children born to Audrey and Ebur were Graham, Peter and

Margaret.

HUGHDOUGALLMILTONMCCAMIS

The third generation of the McCamis family to operate the McCamis General Store was Hugh D.

M. McCamis. Hugh was the grandson of Hugh Dougall McCamis. He grewup in Arden and

took all of his education there. In High School be began to work in the store. As boys, on a

Saturday night when everything was quiet we would go down into the McCamis Store basement

and Visit with Hugh as he candled the eggs taken in trade by the store. This process meant

passing each egg in front of a light. This way if the egg was not good it would show. The eggs

were packed in crates for shipping.

In sports Hugh was our baseball catcher and in hockey he was our goalie

He took over full control the store on the death of his father, Graham.

Hugh married Mabel Williams, the eldest daughter of the Arden School Principal, H.L.

Williams. They were married on March 24, 1948. Three children were born to their marriage-
Robert on April 18, 1951, Lorne on November3, 1954 and Gregory on June 17, 1957.

Presently Mabel came to work in the store beside Hugh. They continued to operate the store

until in 1993 they sold it since Hugh’s health had become a factor. From the time that Hugh D.

McCamis came to work in the store with Maurice Boughton in 1889 until the store was sold in

1993 well over one hundred years had passed. Those many years of service the McCamis family
to the village of Arden and surrounding area were historical.

Hugh D.M., like his Grandfather Hugh D McCamis and Graham, his father were members of the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows (10. OF. The I.0.0.F. hall which stood on Main Street just
south of the Foreman house was built by this organization. This hall gave good service to the
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community for many years. It was demolished as the Community centre was built on the former

site of the Anglican Church, just north of the schools.

Hugh was a board member of the United Church and presently an elder of the church. He

coached little league baseball as his sons grew up. Mabel was also very active in the community.
She was an Arden school trustee at the time the Beautiful Plains School Division came into being
in 1968. Mabel was an organist for the United Church for over 50 years. She was also a

member of the United Church Women, the U.C.W. Both Hugh and Mabel were very active in the

community as well as tending the store.

Hugh and Mabel's n rst son Robert Hugh, with his wife, Betty and three children, Kathy, Scott

and Neil live in Pinawa.

The second son Lorne with his wife, Tracy and their two sons, Brad and Elmer reside in Glenlea,
Manitoba.

Gregory, the third son and his wife Brenda Krantz reside in Portage La Prairie with daughter
Kaylee. Recently Kaylee began to work in the Royal Bank in the Southdale area in Winnipeg.
The bank the author and his wife have called “their bank” since it was built in the 1980’s.

John Graham McCamis, Hugh D.M.'s younger brother married Dorothy Brown and they have

two children, David and Christine. As a result of accidental death to Dorothy's brother and his

wife, John and Dorothy welcomed the brother's three children Scott, Elaine and Kathy Brown

into their family.

Accidental death came again when John McCamis died in a traf n c collision on June 18, 1990.

While John was taking his schooling in Arden he and the author became good friends despite the

age difference. Weused to joke with each other. One night when the author was playing with the

Glenholm hockey team at the time when he was teaching school at Riding Mountain. Wewere in

Arden for a game with the team that John played on. Before the game he said to John, “I am

going to skate right through you tonight." Now that wasn’t going to happen as John was a big
young man. As the game progressed and I was playing right wing. Wecame down the ice where

John was defending. I passed the puck. He turned away. The puck came back to me in the corner.

AS John pinned meagainst the boards he said, "Where did you come from?" I said,"1 just skated

right through you". Weboth had a laugh.

Some time after Hugh and Mabel retired from the store they moved to Portage to be near Greg
and family. They were just about to move back to Arden when Hugh died on August 26, 2007.

From the service in the Arden United Church Hugh’s burial was in the new section of the Arden

cemetery and the crocus welcomed another resident to the cemetery. Mabel continues as a

resident in Portage La Prairie as we enter the year 2012.

Wecontinue to have a friendly relationship between the McCamis and Boughton families from

1887 to 2012 and counting.
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In order to make the corrections required on pages 53 & 54, the pages have been copied, the errors corrected

and the pages printed printed again. Please accept our apologies for this oversight on the orginal.

WILFRID C. BOUGHTON

Wilfrid, the second son of ‘ Maurice and Grace

(Crawford) Boughton, was born in Arden in 1891.

He took his schooling in Arden. During his

schooling and after as an adult he 'worked in the post
of n ce.

On January lst, 1917 he married Edith Roe,
daughter of John Wesley and Annie (Webb) Roe.

They farmed just north of Arden on the west side of

the road on land owned by Maurice Boughton.
Seven children were born to them.

Evelyn married Lindsay Poyser, their three children were Michael, Madelaine and Vaughan.
-Michae1 (Irene Brandt). One daughter, Miranda, was born to them.

~Madelaine whose children were Stephen, Samantha and Pierre (PJ).
-Vaughan married Leah Speirs. Their children are Lindsay and Rebecca.

Wilbur remained single.

Allison married Stanley McFarlane. Their two children were Lorraine and Fern

'Lorraine who married Tom Forrest. Their son is Jason. Their daughter Laurie married

Matthew Fair. They have a daughter, Mackenna.
-Allison and Stanley’s second daughter was Fern is now deceased.

Walter married Iris Berry while he was in England. They have six children, David, Bryan,
Carol, Geoffery and Janice (twins) and Darrell.

David married Jean McKee and their two children are Brek and Jeda. Later he married

Lois Vogelsang who had three children from a previous marriage —Jennifer, James and

Erin.

Bryan married Barbara Buchanan. Their two children are Christopher and Shawna.

Shawna married Shane Spraggs and they have two daughters, Anna and Iris.

Carol married Don Allin. Their children are Kent and Denise Their son Kent married

Kelly Ann Hicks whose children are Cameron and Ashley. Denise, daughter of Carol

and Don, married Jay Burk. Their children are Jordan and Nicholas.

-Janice married Alan Gowan. They have four sons. Andrew, Evan, Mark and Troy.
Andrew married Amanda Dobbie who have a son, Eric and a second son, Ian Grant.

Mark married to Leslie Johnson; Troy married Laura Allan.

~Geoffery, married Ardelle Larson. One daughter, Kerri—Lee was born to this marriage.
Kerri-Lee married Chad Beauchamp , they have one son, Rain.

Darrell married Denise Murkin and have two children, Rene and Ryan.
Rene married Shane Schojf n eld and two sons were born to that marriage, Teegan and

Layne. Shane is now deceased. Brendon Shirtliff and Rene have a son, Brody. Ryan
married Lisa Dunlop with two children, Caleb and Chase.
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Harold married Grace Carrothers. Six children were born to that marriage - Gloria, Beverley,
Elaine, Glenn, April and Gregory.

Gloria married Gilbert Mohr. Two daughters wee born to them. Cherry and Rhonda.

Cherry married Travis Edwards. Rhonda married Wesley Marlowe and they have one

daughter, Ashley. ’

Beverley married Max Polon, they have three sons, Douglas, Mark and Curtis.

Elaine married Charles Schrader and have J eni n er and Jason.

Glenn and Veronica Pulza married and have sons Ryan and Cole.

Gregory is married to Lisa Pratt and have one son, Christopher.

Keith married Karen Carroll. Two children were born to them, Noelle and Randall.

Noelle is married to Rev. Dr. Ian Manson, minister of the United Church of Canada.

Randall (Randy) was married to Joan Armstrong and they had two sons, Sean and

Adam.

Neil married Helen Cochrane. Two sons and a daughter were born in that marriage, Lance,
Brent and Debra.

Lance married to Suzan Daley and have two sons, Harley and Ian. Harley is married to

Megan and they have two children, Quinn and Ava.

Brent married Catherine Schnerch, their children were Lee and Laura.

Debra married to Frederick Lyons and two children were born to them, Jaclynn and

Devin. Later Debra married Sam Olsen. J aclynn married Nolan Andruik. They have one

daughter, Charlotte.

The economic depression of the 1920's - 1930's forced Wilfrid and Edith off the farm. In 1931

they moved to the Chambers house, two houses south of Maurice Boughton‘s stone house at the

north end of Arden. Wilfrid went to work in the Post Of n ce with his father, Maurice who worked

in the Lansdowne Municipal Of n ce in the same building. Wilfrid was never postmaster. He

became assistant Secretary-Treasurer to Maurice In 1935. Then in1937 he replaced his father and

became the Lansdowne Municipal Secretary Treasurer and continued in that position until his

death in 1959.

Sadness came to his family in 1932 when on October 15, Edith died in the Neepawa Hospital.
Once more a dear family member was welcomed to the Arden Cemetery by the crocus.

After the death of his wife, Edith, Wilfrid and the n ve oldest children remained in the family
home. The youngest two, Keith and Neil went to live in the stone house with their grandfather
Maurice and his housekeeper Elsie Back.

A second misfortune came to Wilfrid’s family in 1936, his eldest daughter, Evelyn contracted

polio. During the quarantine in Arden due to the polio epidemic, Edith McKenzie, a nurse living
next door came and stayed with the four children and cared for Evelyn. After deep illness at

home she was moved to Winnipeg's old Children's Hospital. After three years as a patient there

she made her home in Winnipeg and was employed as a receptionist at the Medical Arts.
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Wilfrid moved to the stone house for that time. Having suffered two severe shocks in his family
he suffered a breakdown and was forced to take time off. Having had previous experience in the

Post Of n ce, Arthur Brown came back to n ll in while Wilfrid’s father, Maurice n lled in at

Municipal Of n ce.

Then came World War Two. Both sons, Wilbur and Walter were conscripted. Wilbur, in the

Signals Corps, went to England and Europe. Walter was in the Air Force and he served in the

Forces Post Of n ce in London because of his experience with his work in the Arden Post Of n ce.

Harold was conscripted and he remained at Fort Osborne Barracks in Winnipeg as a Lance

Corporal teaching hand to hand combat.

At the end of the war all three boys came out of the services and returned to Arden.

As the 1940’s arrived, Maurice was reaching the age of 90 years. He continued to come to the

of n ce. Each morning he walked from home and received a ride home. Each of the Wilfrid

Boughton family, with the exception of Evelyn, took a turn at working in the Post Of n ce before

school, at noon to collect the mail and often after school for a time. Wil n id was really doing two

jobs during this time. Maurice at age ninety four years was only ill one week before his death in

1947.

Walter had returned home from overseas in 1945 and went back to work in the Post Of n ce. He

was appointed Arden postmaster at the time of his grandfather, Maurice’s passing. This helped to

take the burden off Wil n id who continued as Municipal Secretary-Treasurer until his death in

1959. At that time Walter was chosen to replace him in that position and Wilbur took the

opportunity that was offered to him to become the post master.

Wilfrid had been a loyal attender of the Methodist Church and then with the United Church of

Canada as the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches amalgamated in Arden in 1927. He taught
Sunday School and presently became superintendant. He sang in the choir and later became choir

leader. He also served as leader of the Youth Group.

Through all his years he met with adversity and continued resolute in his path as parent, in his

work and in the church.

His dream had been to become a school teacher, but due to circumstances of not being able to

attend high school since the Arden School did not offer the opportunity at that time, he was not

able to meet the educational requirements. This dream could not be ful n lled. It was also

probable that he was needed to help at home as well. It is presumed he possibly had a grade ten

education —which was considered quite an acceptable standard at that time. He ful n lled his

dream of teaching in his interaction with young people in the Sunday School, Youth Group work

and in the wider community.

The last stressful crisis Wilfrid encountered was in 1948 when the author was thrown out of a

moving truck. Then it was one hundred n fty n ve days in the Winnipeg General Hospital to heal a
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badly broken leg. Those many family burdens must have been more profound as he carried them

alone for many years without the help of his partner, Edith.

On a Sunday in May 1959, Wilfrid was walking in the lane after singing in a Church Cantata and

experienced a heart attack. Two weeks were spent in the Neepawa Hospital before he died and

the crocus welcomed him to the Arden cemetery.

JOHNWESLEYROE

John Wesley Roe was the author’s maternal grandfather. Moving back

a generation to his parents, Richard Roe and Letitia Welsh, and still

back another generation and we n nd Jane Birney who married three

times. The n rst marriage was to James Roe, then James Mills and

n nally James Gill. The n rst two husbands lived short lives. James Roe

and Jane Birney were the parents of Richard Roe. When Jane was

married to John Gill the Roes became somewhat connected to the

twins David and William Gill. Thus the Roes are connected to the

Gills. While the Roes and Boughtons are connected there is no

connection between the Boughton and the Gills.

Richard Roe, 1837- 1919, married Letitia Welsh, 1840-1926. Richard

was from Ireland and Letitia was from England. They married in Simcoe County, Ontario. They
had a family of nine children of which John Wesley was one. He was born in Gorrie, Ontario.

The family came to Portage La Prairie where most of them stayed.

As a young man John Wesley and his brother Jesse came to homestead west of Arden in 1887. In

1888 John Wesley married Annie Webb, whose family had come to Portage La Prairie from 'Port

Neuf, Quebec. Jesse stayed in Portage. John Wesley and his bride Annie Webb came to the

Snake Creek, now known as the Salisbury area. They moved from their n rst location to about a

mile west to where the Snake Creek n ows through the southern portion of his three quarter

section of his homestead land. His grandson Ronald Roe and his wife Judy, now reside on that

property in 2012.

This land was ideal. John Wesley was a grain farmer but he was also a cattle buyer. There was

water, pasture for cattle, grain and straw to help feed the cattle in all their development until they
were ready for market. Then John Wesley drove his marketable cattle to the Arden stockyards
for loading on cattle cars to be transported to market.

John Wesley donated land for the n rst Salisbury School that was built just south of the Roe

residence. He also donated land for the Salisbury Church located in that same corner.He was a

school trustee and also on the Church Board. When school and church were no longer there the

land reverted to the Roe family.

John Wesley and Annie had eight children. Letitia who never married. She worked for Children's

Aid. She was resident in Dauphin. One day the author as a Permit Teacher year of teaching at

the Roaring River School between Minnetonas and Swan River looked up and there was Aunt
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Lettie. She had children to check on in the Bowsman and Birch River area. I said,"Wait a day
and I will drive you. " So Friday she worked around Swan River. Saturday we spent an enjoyable
day as she made her calls and Saturday we spent the day together as she completed her work in

that area.

Harold, the second child served in the 1914 to 1918 World War. He farmed across the road and

slightly north or the John Wesley residence. He married Eva Jackson. Their children were:

Richard (Lillian), Ella (Jack Jarvis), Irene (Harvey Smith), Ronald (Judy) and Audrey (Gerald
Krochinsky).

AmyJane Roe never married either. She was a well known as she wrote for the Country Guide

publication out of Winnipeg. She was also a noted Press reporter.

Edith married the author’s father, Wilfrid Boughton., as mentioned previously.

Ella married Ross Hall and raised his children Ross and Marion from a previous marriage. Ella

was to live to be one hundred and two years of age and lovingly cared for by both of those

children.

Hubert died as an infant.

Alberta married Earl Henderson and farmed with him in the Boissevain area. Their children were

Douglas, Lois and Amy.

Henrietta (Rita) married Archibald Campbell. They operated a trading post at God's Lake

Narrows. One fall while crossing the lake on the ice from residence to the Trading Post both

parents dropped into the freezing water. Their youngest daughter, Elinor ran and summoned

help. Rita was rescued. Sadly Arch kept her an oat and then drowned. Their children were Anne,
Amyand Elinor. ‘

John Wesley’s wife, Annie, mother of the children mentioned above, died in 1912.

A few years later, in 1915 John Wesley married Harriet Foreman of Arden, daughter of Mr. &

Mrs. Ebenezar foreman. Children born to them were Dora (Grant McGregor), Margaret (Jack
Dewart), Jack (Ruth Simpson) and Ruth (Willison Rayner).
To Jack and Ruth (Simpson) Roe, the children born to their marriage were George, Bonnie,
Wesley, John, Karen and Katherine who were twins.

Margaret (Roe) and Jack Dewart family were Heather, Bonnie and John.

Ruth and Willison Rayner family consisted of Marilyn, John and Margaret.

Harriet had health problems and died. John Wesley was resident with his daughter, Lettie in

Dauphin where he died in 1946. The author always felt that Harriet was not strong enough for

the demands of family and farm.

One summer my brother Walter and his brother, the author worked for John Wesley for two

months.
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The author spent a lot of time seated on a cultivator behind four horses. He loved to sing and so

as the day went he sang along. Apparently it could be heard at a distance. One night he milked

all six cows as it was harvest time. Milking that number just was more than enough.

A lesson was learned that summer. In the early days it was often that a hired man worked for bed

and board expecting little cash, if any. Walter worked for pay. While the author himself was to

n nd at the end of the summer that I was working for bed and board when he thought he was

working for pay the same as his brother. Instead he netted n ve dollars for those two months.

The lesson was that it is not a good idea to work for family or relatives. If one does then make

certain of what the a arrangement is. To this day he doesn't know who worked out that summer

arrangement on his behalf.

Not mentioned here are several generations more of the Roe connection.

WILMOTGILL

The twins, William and David Gill came to the Snake Creek

(Salisbury) area from Port Huron, Michigan, in the United States,
the area across the river from Sarnia, Ontario. David homesteaded

across the road from the John Wesley Roe homestead. It was also

across the road from the n rst Salisbury School and later the

Salisbury Church was also located there.

It was not an auspicious beginning for the two people who were to

become the parents of Wilmot Gill. David Gill's n rst wife died.

He then married Mathilda Wray whose husband had been killed in

a train crash as he was transporting his belongings to Manitoba by rail.

Wilmot was born to David and Mathilda in 1888. He had two sisters, Ethel and Mabel.

Wilmot had the task of lighting the n res in the Salisbury School across the road. He attended

school there then took his grade ten in Neepawa. He attended Portage la Prairie Normal School

where he took his teacher training. He returned to teach at Salisbury School and then at Cordova.

He also taught at Plains School west of Salisbury. After that he came back to the farm.

In 1928 he moved his family to the farm one half mile east of Maurice Boughton's stone house.

Here he had the space to continue his buying and selling of cattle as well as grain farming. He

brought in carloads of unbroken horses and sold them to the farmers who used them as "horse

power" on their farms.

In later years he also served as enumerator, wheat inspector and Municipal inspector.

Wilmot married Bertha Wray of Linwood, Ontario. Children born to them were Elmer, Muriel,
Homer, Edith whose twin, Helen died January 1930, and Clair.

58



59

Elmer took his teacher training at the Winnipeg Normal school. He taught school at Blue Wing,
Hollywood, Gypsonville, Portage la Prairie, Moline, Cameron, Elgin and Arden. He also worked

at the Canadian Paci n c Railway Depot in Winnipeg. He married Ruth Hill. There are no

children. The author and his wife Karen attended Elmer's 90th birthday celebration in Winnipeg
on June 26th, 2010. His birthday is June 27th. He and Ruth continue residence in Winnipeg. He

is now into his 92nd year 2012.

Muriel attended the Winnipeg Normal School. She taught at Swan River, Neepawa, Shoal Lake

and Mekewin. Her marriage was to Peter Cottingham of Neepawa but formerly of Swan River.

Their children are Marilyn, David, Karen, Diane and Joy. Muriel died in 1994.

Interesting to note that Peter Cottingham, Muriel's husband served in the Second World War.

His army unit with their wartime action was chosen as the basis of the famed "Devil's Brigade”
of movie fame. Peter has since written a book on his life and military experience called Once

Upon A War

Homer took his teacher training at the Normal School in Winnipeg. He also taught school at

Salisbury and Arden. He married Wilma Steppler. They had one son Rodney who died in 1981.

Homer partnered with James Schmall in the Gill—Schmall Insurance Agency with their of n ce in

Neepawa. They also dealt in real estate. He was Mayor of Neepawa for a period of time.

Now retired Homer and Wilma have bought a house in the new development just south of

Neepawa on Highway Number Five.

Edith was educated in Arden. She took her Normal School in Winnipeg, after which she taught at

Bethany, Kelwood and Newdale. She married Donald Kerr of Cardale, Manitoba. Their children

were Elizabeth who died as an infant, Lois and Michael. Edith continues to live on the farm.

Donald is deceased.

Lois married Allan Hyndman and they farm in the Cardale area. They have three daughters,
Kathleen, Allana, and Eleanor.They farmed in the Cardale area.

Clair was educated in Arden. He remained on the farm. As Clair attended school he would

persuade his father to give him any livestock animal that did not look as if it would live. Clair

would care for it, raise it and sell it. He could make money on the sale. He married Ruby Long.
They had no children. Clair died in 1988.

Wilmot Gill, working in conjunction with the school principal, Mrs. E.Mollard, circulated a

petition to add Grade Twelve to the Arden school. It was added in 1939. This aided the Gill

children as well as other students on the area.

Personally, the author was glad that happened. He was able in the 1940's to complete his Grade

twelve and total schooling in Arden.

The author’s brother Neil and he spent a lot of their growing up summers out at the Gill farm

with Edith and Clair. They rode the Shetland pony, “Pearl". She would bite us if we didn't watch

her. At haying time they were allowed to ride on the timber that made the hay sweep. The timber

was at least twelve feet long and perhaps a foot in height and width.
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A team of horses handled by separate drivers were hitched to pull on each end. The sweep would

gather up the piles of raked hay and slide it to where the stack was being be

built. It was fun but a bit risky. In today's world we would not have been allowed anywhere near

it as children.

One Winter the author fell into the dugout where the blocks of ice had been cut. He was up to his

waist with his clothes on in ice cold water. It was a shock. He got pulled out. Then the four of

them ran full speed to the house before all his clothing froze up on him.

One summer Wilmot bought a horse and a mule at the Pollock farm in the Union School District.

It was a nice day when we went out to bring the horse home. Guess what? Homer had brought
his saddle. He rode the horse and the author rode the mule bareback from there to the Gill farm

east of Arden.

Wilmot and Bertha moved to the Senior’s Unites in Neepawa. They died within a week of each

other.

THEFOREMANFAMILY

Mr. and Mrs Ebenezer Foreman left Ledgate,,
England for Manitoba in 1901. With no job
available in Winnipeg they lived and worked

brie n y in Brandon. In 1907 they came to settle in

Arden. At n rst they settled on a farm one mile

west of Arden on the south side of the Salisbury . .

Road. They built a lovely house using the sand ‘ g ._ ‘ ;.l.f(
blocks manufactured in Arden. The author noted 5‘7““ - 7‘“ "A 47‘" “‘4

in 2009 that the house has been demolished. Their 5031?”???'éii n é‘éegii‘ki n iifTifii n 'i n sd‘élglgfé‘,
children in a family of nine were: Rev.William, Egafsrgargggfgo n om r0w188n. and Hattie (Mrs. Wes Roe).

John, Joseph, Harriet (Hattie), Ted, Ezra, Louise, '

Benjamin and Fred.

Ebenezer farmed and was a cattle buyer until his death in 1939, Prior to his death they built a

grand house on Arden’s main street with the house standing on the east side of the street and

north of the Independent Order Of Oddfellows (10. OF.) Hall. They had been living in town

for some time. Mrs. Foreman died in 1953.

Rev.William was a clerygman in England. Fred was a Theology professor at Oberlin College in

the United States. The author always understood that Fred made this move from the United

College Theology department as before he (the author) began study in theology in 1955.

Harriet married my maternal grandfather, Wesley Roe in the Arden Church in 1915 .It was

Wesley’s second marriage.
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Joseph farmed on the Foreman farm. He married Viola Hipwell. Joseph clerked in the Pattison

store. He and John purchased the store and were joint operators. Joseph went into the insurance

business. John continued to operate the store until his death in 1949.

Ted lived in Ontario. Ezra served in World War One. The story goes that his platoon was killed

on two separate occasions yet Ezra came home alive. He and his wife, Jean operated the Arden

store after John had passed away. The war left a mark on Ezra that he took with him to his death.

Ezra and Jean moved to Winnipeg.

The author was the minister of Norwood United Church in those years. He Visited Ezra in the

General Hospital, now The Health Science Centre. He had a broken leg. So each week the author

dropped in to chat and a visit was made.

Ezra got back to the apartment. The n rst walk, out with Jean, he tripped on the pavement and

broke the leg again. The author Visited him for several more months. He and his wife, Karen

attended Ezra’s funeral in Winnipeg.

Louise taught school.

Benjamin began studying Theology but his health was a problem. He became a teacher and was

a Vice Principal in Arden in the author’s time he became the Principal. The author visited him in

the Health Science Centre. He came out of hospital and presently passed away in Winnipeg. The

author Visited him in the Old Grace Hospital. In his n nal days

Ben was a great help to my brother Harold as Harold took his degree in Agriculture at the

University of Manitoba. He was equally helpful to the author as he studied Theology at United

College. '

The Foremans loved to walk. Often one would see three or four of the family strolling along.

John was a regular United Church choir member. One morning as the author was working in the

Post Of n ce before school John came in. He said to my father Wilfrid, “Are you talking to me?"

John and the author’s father, Wilfrid, Doctor Brown and others would gather on an evening and

enjoy lively discussions.

Douglas, Joseph's son and his wife Jean farmed on the Foreman farm. Later they lived in

Arden. Both had passed away just before the celebration of the Lansdowne 125th Anniversary
in 2009.

Douglas was overseas in the Canadian army for n ve and one half years. He was a Lansdowne

councilor for 12 years and reeve for two years Douglas and Jean had n ve children: Major Jody,
Gary, Raymond, Patricia and Brett.

There are further generations of the Foremans who live in other provinces.

Viola Foreman concluded her life in Neepawa and died at age ninety one.
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WILLIAM ANDERSON

William Anderson was born at Westbourne, Manitoba on July
30th, 1883. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. J.C.Anderson.

William was fourteen years of age when he came to Arden and

worked on a farm. On December 20th, 1911 he married Ethel

Jane Stewart, the daughter of Duncan and Mary Stewart. Duncan

was the son of Hugh and Elizabeth.

Hugh and Elizabeth came to Arden and homesteaded on land

west of Arden. Duncan was a brother of James and Robert who

both farmed along the Salisbury Road west of Arden.

Ethel was born February 10, 1891 near Yorkton which at that

time was part of the North West Territories before it became a

part of the province of Saskatchewan.

William (Bill) and Ethel married and lived on the farm west and slightly south from the south

end of Arden. Presently they moved to land a half mile east of the McCamis house and just a

quarter of a mile east of the n rst sports grounds.

They' were n rst members of the Presbyterian Church and then at union were members of the

United Church. William was a board member and an usher. He also was a Lansdowne councilor

for period of time. Ethel was a life member of the Women's Missionary Society (W.M.S.) and

later a member of the United Church Women(U.C.W.). She was also a member of the Women's

Institute (W.I.).

The Andersons loved horses and usually drove very n ne horses which on celebration

occasions wore decorated harness. William died in 1955 and Ethel in 1977. Both were

welcomed by the crocus.

The Andersons had four children: Isabelle, Stanley, Olive and Stewart.

Isabelle attended Arden school. Whenher father gave up driving the school van, Isabelle

took on the task. She, like her father, had a love of horses. She worked in Arden. As a student,
she was a member of the Arden High School Choir. She was active in the United Church and

its’ women’s organizations. In 1946 she married William (Bill) Wells. They farmed in the

Salisbury area. After they moved to Neepawa Isabelle worked for Justine Hipwell's "Hips Fruit

Syrups” (“Hips”) for a time. She had other jobs and for a time she drove a mail route.

Bill died in 1981.

Stanley never married .He lived at home and worked for various farmers and also helped around

home. He was a very quiet man. He died in 1956 and is buried in Arden Cemetery and was

welcomed by the crocus.
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Olive attended Arden school. She worked at home and in the area. Olive married James (Jim)
Nicholson in 1939. Jim served time in the army with the Winnipeg Ri n es during World War

Two. He returned to Canada after the war and Jim and Olive lived in Arden where Jim worked

on the CPRtrack section crew. They had one son, Jimmy who died at the age of eleven years

and is buried in the Arden Cemetery and was welcomed by the crocus.

In 1949 their daughter Margaret Anne was born. Arden.

After living in Arden they moved to Carberry, then to Warren before n nally moving to

Winnipeg. Jim worked as a commissionaire at the Winnipeg airport and then later as a school

caretaker.

Margaret Anne married Herbert Semke. They have one daughter, Sherri Lynn.

Stewart John, the fourth child of William and Ethel Anderson was born in 1928. His roots go

back through his father to William Anderson who came to Arden in 1883. Children and youth of

today ride to school on a bus. Stewart's attending school and how he got to and from school

might be a romantic adventure. He rode the horse drawn van summer and winter. As he got a

little older he would run the two miles to school if he felt the van was too slow. Whenhe was

nine years old his father bought him a bay Shetland pony. Hitched to a two wheeled rubber tired

cart, the pony conveyed Stewart to school, waited

patiently in the school barn and took him home at the end of the school day,

Somewhere along the way Stewart preferred to be called "Stu"

Stu took his schooling in Arden. He attended Church and Sunday School and sang in the church

choir. He was active in the youth group.

When Stu’s life journey began in the adult world it shows him to be what the Bible refers to as a

"ten talent person". Perhaps he has never thought about his journey in that way. He taught on

Permit in rural Wicklow School near Grandview as well as Mountain View Rural School north

of Neepawa.

He worked for the Manitoba Pool elevator grain company for eight years. At this time he married

Dorynne, daughter of E.G. and Phyllis Hipwell in 1953. Dorynne has proved to be a very able

and talented partner.

Stu was associated with the Strathclair Co-operative and was the manager for the last n ve years

of an eight year stint.

In 1962 Stu and Dorynne bought and operated a restaurant in Le Pas, Manitoba.

Then In 1965 Stu began to study for the United Church ministry at St.Andrews College
in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Stu served pastorates in Snow Lake ,Manitoba for four years;

Empress, Alberta for one year, Bowsman, Manitoba for eleven years where he was formally
ordained as a minister of the United Church of Canada in 1971. In 1981 Stu and Dorynne and

family moved to Carberry, Manitoba where he served thirteen years .He and Dorynne retired in
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Carberry. Recently they moved from their house to a new senior’s residence in Carberry and

continue there as the year 2012 begins.

Stu was always active in sports. He was a softball pitcher at school .He was a pitcher on the

hardball team. He was a good hockey player. He coached minor hockey teams. He umpired
baseball for over thirty years. He played baseball for over twenty years and hockey for over forty
years. During his school days he was always the fastest runner among the boys.

Of all the accomplishments in his life perhaps his singing was the most notable. He sang in the

choirs. He was a soloist. He continues even in 2012 to sing solos at social events, at weddings
and funerals. Most often Dorynne does the accompanying on organ or piano as he sings.

Stu and Dorynne are still involved in Arden activities even though they live in Carberry. Stu was

Master of Ceremonies during the 125th Anniversary celebrations as he was during the Old

Schools Reunion.

He has been involved in the creation of the Arden School Cairn and was Master of

Ceremonies at the Dedication service for the Cairn.

ERNESTGOODWINHIPWELL

To pick up DOr-ynne (Hipwell) Anderson's story it is

necessary to tell the story of her father Ernest and her

mother Phyllis (Todd) Hipwell , in 1892

Ernest Hipwell (he was called E.G.) was born August
7th,l874 at Newton Robinson, Ontario He came to

Westboume, Manitoba at the age of 18 years and

managed the local store. It was at this time that he got

into the Fur business. He would load up the buckboard

(wagon) with supplies and then travel with his team and

loaded wagon. He traded with whom ever he met who had furs to sell. This business was to

become a large part of his life.

E. G. and Phyllis Hipwell. 1924.

Ernest married Catherine Acheson in 1904 prior to moving to Arden. Three children

were born to them: Justin, Norval and Dorothy. His wife, Catherine died in 1922.

WhenE.G. moved to Arden he bought the Patterson store. Agnes Robertson operated a Millinery
store in the building. E.G. sold ice cream from a parlor at the back of the store and in the front

window he displayed an Overland automobile.

In the early 1900’s he was an agriculture inspector for the CPR.

E.G. founded Hips Fruit Syrups which he manufactured in that building in 1926. In 1930 he

began a mink ranch out behind the house. He operated this business with the help of Peter

64



65

Buksovich until the late 1940's. E.G. attended the Presbyterian Church and he was a member of

the Canadian Order of Forresters for over sixty years.

During World War Two he sold War Bonds and Victory Bonds.

Phyllis Todd, born in 1904, of Rapid City, Manitoba, married E.G. She came to housekeep at the

Hipwell home. They were married in 1924. One daughter, Dorynne was born to them in 1932.

Phyllis lived a busy life. She cared for the large Hipwell house on Main Street west of

the train station. She sang in the church choir from the time of her arrival in Arden in 1917 until

she and E.G. moved Neepawa in 1952, after retirement. Phyllis was active in the W.M.S, WI.

and Red Cross in Arden. From her lovely n ower garden she made wreaths for Decoration Day at

the cenotaph, and bouquets for church weddings and school graduations.

They joined the Neepawa United Church and she sang in the choir in Neepawa. E.G. died on

July 5, 1962 and is buried in the Arden Cemetery. After his death Phyllis moved to live in

Kinsman Kourts until her death in 2002 at the age of 98 years. She is buried in the Neepawa
cemetery.

JUSTIN HIPWELL

The life of Justin Hipwell in many ways runs parallel to his father E.G.

Justin was born in Arden on Sept. 17, 1905. He took his schooling there. In 1924 he went to

Detroit and attended the Michigan State Auto School, before working in one of the factories.

In 1929, Justin married Bernice Bell of Detroit and in 1930 they returned to Arden to make their

home. Bee operated the ice cream parlor for 10 years in the Hipwell store where they also lived.

Justin became a partner with his dad in the "HIPS Fruit Syrup" which operated in the store

basement. In 1940 Justin took over the business. Since this was seasonal he had started a mink

ranch like his father, calling it "Sunny Ridge" and became one of the largest privately owned

ranches in Manitoba with more than a 1000 minks. John Bucksovich worked in J ustin's ranch for

13 years, and became the owner in 1950.

In 1950 Justin and Bee moved to Neepawa where he built a bldg to house business and

residence. Justin was also a raw-furs buyer for many years until he retired in 1980.

Justin and Bee were active in church and community affairs in Arden and Neepawa. Justin died

September 01, 1986 after spending 4 years in East View Lodge in a battle with Alzheimer. Bee

died from a massive stroke on December 02, 2000.

Joy, their only child was born in Neepawa April30, 1932. She was educated in Arden and St

Mary's Academy in Winnipeg.
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While working for National Defence in Fort Churchill in 1950, she met Georges Nadeau of

Thetford Mines, PQ. He was a member of the Canadian Intelligence Corps. On May 30, 1953

they were married in the Neepawa United Church. In time they were stationed in Germany and

various cities in Canada. When they retired they spent their winters in southern USA and

summers in Manitoba. They raised three children. Alan, Suzanne and

Elaine. They now have eight grandchildren and four great grand children.

In 2005 they moved to Kelowna, BC, where they still reside.

(Appreciation for this information is given to Joy (Hipwell) Nadeau.)

DORYNNEHIPWELL

Dorynne was a quiet girl. She attended school several years behind the author. Now to see

Dorynne so n exible and adaptable to all the challenges that life has brought her way it just shows

what she could do when the challenges are there.

Dorynne received her education in Arden. She took her teacher training at the Provincial Normal

School in Winnipeg graduating in 1951. She taught Orange Ridge and Grandview. She and Stu

were married at Grandview in 1953.

They moved to Strathclair where she continued to teach. There were the many places that Stu

worked and Dorynne took an active part in each new situation. Those places where she and Stu

lived and worked are mentioned earlier in the history of Stu.

In her Arden years Dorynne was active in the Arden United church. She played the piano for

Sunday School at an early age. She sang in the choir and took part in the Youth group.

This ability to play piano or organ enabled her to assist Stu in his worship services and also

accompany him as he honoured solo requests.

Dorynne and Stu had four children, Dale, Karen, Shawn and Kelly
-Dale, who married Marlene Pohl, they have three children, Ryan, Tenneil and Dallas.

Karen married Ed Roberts and one son Spencer was born to that marriage. Later she had

a second married Greg Riddell.

Shawn married tovDavid Krassilowsky and has daughters Lauren and Ashley.
Kelly is married to Pam Cousins. Their children are a daughter Stevie and their son,

Grady.

With children and grandchildren she continues to have a busy life in retirement at Carberry,
Manitoba, where they have moved from their house to a senior’s residence.
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THEBEEKEEPERANDHONEYMAN—GUSTAVSTAWITSKI

A number of men have kept bees and sold the honey. The author’s brother Wilbur was one.

However' the most notable beekeeper was Gustave Stawitski. He lived in the house north of the

Walter and Iris Boughton residence. He was always asking the author to come and work in the

summer. The invitation to which the author would smile and say,” The bees and I get along very

nicely the way things are, so No thank you"

Stu Anderson told the author that he worked with Mr. Stawitski one summer.

Mr. Stawitski was a portly Austrian, kind in his own way. He lived alone. One Hallowe’en a

group of us boys came out of the Wilkinson house next door to the Stawitski house. It seems that

someone had thrown eggs against the side of Mr. Stawitski’s house. Wefellows just happened to

be in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Words got said! Young people very seldom react kindly for being blamed for something
they didn't do. Mr. Stawitski called my father who was working in the Municipal Office

that evening. Mybrother Neil and I got called in. The upshot of the matter was "We boys clean

off the eggs or the RCMPwill be called to come from Neepawa.

The next morning everyone had cooled down. We agreed to remove the egg residue. As we

worked we chatted with Mr. Stawitski and came to know him as a friend. We did a good
cleaning job. The amusing part of it all was that to remove the egg we borrowed wire brooms

from the two men we suspected threw the eggs.

Years later in 1958 when the author was ordained to the ministry of the United Church of

Canada. As tradition had it, an ordinand conducted the n rst services on his home pastoral
charge. The author was down at the Wilfrid Boughton house. Mr.Stawitski, now unwell, walked

all that distance from his house to offer congratulations to the author on his ordination.

That was very humbling! A man of such poor health to go out of his way to offer his best wishes.

The author felt very humbled by his kindness. Even today that feeling and sense of humility
remains.

Mr.Stawitski was a man to be remembered.

WORLDWARTWOWARBRIDES

Some of the service men who went overseas were away for four or six years. In places where

they were called to serve they met and married women from those countries. Then these women

stepped into history. They came to Canada to live and share life with their Canadian husbands.

These womencame to see how the words, "I do" changed their lives.
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Recently some of the War Brides from across Canada gathered together to mark sixty years since

their journey to their new homes in Canada. One has to marvel at the courage, the fortitude and

strength of love and purpose that brought them to this distant land. Here they entered fully into

Canadian life and remain for a life time.

Nowthese womenas mothers, grandmothers and even great grandmothers have become

a part of the Canadian tableau.

Not all War Brides who came to Canada stayed. For some homesickness was the cause of their

returned home. For others it was the primitive conditions they were expected to accept and do

their best. This was something some could not do. For them to return to the homeland was the

wise and righteous choice to do.

The author's sister-in-law, Iris (Berry) Boughton married his

brother Walter in England. He was serving there in the Services

Postal Corps. At the war’s end Walter returned home to Arden.

Iris, along with many other war brides came to Canada on the

ocean liner The Queen Mary. She arrived in Winnipeg and

journeyed to Arden. She never said what she thought of us and we

never asked her. She was Walter's wife and was accepted by the

family.

The author asked Iris one time "Are you glad you came to Canada?" She simply said,"My life is

here."

Iris entered fully into community life. She attended the United Church, sang in the choir, taught
Sunday school, was a member of the United Church Women.

She began to help Walter in the Municipal office as he began to have had failing health.

Now at eighty six years she still lives in the house beside the United Church. Her family and

their children are very good to her. He daughter Janice lives nearby on a farm. She is very

help n al to her mother in so many ways.

In 2009 Iris asked the author "Why are you so kind to me?" His reply was, "You have been so

good to the Boughton family. This is my way of showing appreciation for all you have done.”

My thought is that mybrother Walter could not have married a better person.

As 2012 begins she is still active. In August of 1946 Walter

brought Iris out to the Bill Neilands farm where the author was

working for the summer that I might meet her for the n rst time.

These many years later that remains a pleasant memory.

As Iris came from England to Canada and Arden, her and Walter .

Boughton’s son, Bryan joined the Canadian Armed Service. He : i * 3

took his basic training, he took his meteorology courses in Montreal and Toronto. In time his

quali n cations allowed him to be chosen as head of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) with the meteorology department. This required that he and his wife, Barbara and
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children Christopher and Shawna spend considerable time in Germany. He is now retired. He

and Baabara and Shawna live in Kelowna. Christopher lives in Ottawa. The author asked him

one time how he was able to keep peace in his department when there were representatives from

diverse nations ? His reply, “Once in awhile I had to have somebody into the of n ce and we’d

have a little talk.” His family learned the German language while they were in Germany.

A PART OF IMPORTANTHISTORY

In the author's lifetime he has participated in a lot of unique experiences that no longer exist.

He took part in threshing gangs. The threshing machine with the tractor attached to it by a pulley
and belt which received the sheaves of grain to go into the feeder, and separated them into straw

which n ew out the pipe to build a straw stack.

The grain - wheat, barley or oats came down the grain spout, depending on what grain that sheaf

was. At n rst I operated a team and wagon. The grain would n ll the wagon from the grain spout
on the threshing machine. Then it was time for me to take the load to the granary and shovel it

into that building. At the same time the second wagon was n lling as the threshing went on. This

made for a long hard day.

Only once was there a grain loader totake the grain from the hopper and deposit it into the

granary.

Then the author graduated to a team and wagon with a rack on it. With a pitchfork the sheaves

were loaded from the stookes in the n eld by the author until the rack was totally full.

Then it was time to travel to the threshing machine. If one was lucky a n ve or ten minute rest

accrued until it was his turn to unload the sheaves into the feeder of the machine. This continued

day after day. With good weather . . . until all stookes of grain were cleaned from the n eld.

When one farmer's grain was threshed it was time to move to the next farm and repeat the

process until that farmer’s n elds were clear of stookes, the grain in the granaries and the straw in

stacks.

As a student minister at MacDonald, Manitoba, the author and another student minister, Ivan

Fulford from the neighbouring pastoral charge, took turns operating a pull-type tractor-combine

to harvest the grain of John Munro who was not well. John managed to look after the grain. Two

other farmers would come along with their combines when their grain was harvested and

combine the n eld clean.

As Tilston, Manitoba, as a newly ordained minister, the author would make his ministerial visits

to a few of his parishioners, come home early and have supper. Then he would go out to a farm

and operate the pull-type tractor combine for a friend, George Anderson. This way George could

use the time to unload the already harvested grain into the granaries. Time at harvest on a farm
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is of the essence because the weather can cause a farmer to lose his summer’s work and his

livelihood.

Myone regret was that I did not have the opportunity to operate the self— propelled combine even

if for only one round of the n eld.

Now the hauling of grain by team and wagon, the loading sheaves of grain on a rack and feeding
them into the thresh machine is gone. The pull type combine is mainly gone. This way of

harvesting and all that went with it is now part of history. It was hard work. It was summer and

harvest work. Then as a student, it was back to school to catch up with the other students and try
to sit still in a desk day after day.

What I had learned as a lad in Arden in mygrowing up years was something I was able to add to

how I could help mypeople who were farmers in the early years of myministry.

Arden Hockey Team - Spring
1 950.

Back RowL to R

Richard Roe, Jim Dixon,

Front RowL to R

Peter Swartman, John Jeffries,
Mel McGorman, Tedd Pettitt,
Barnie Hanke

the n nal time 3 Boughtons
played together on the same

hockey team.

- Peter Swartman & John

V ,_

They attended United College and boarded along with the author

author invited them to see some of Manitoba and take part in a h(

won. The second game was lost.

1957 Glenholm team winning the Rural Hockey
Tournament. This was a tough tournament to win. Walter

and Keith Boughton played with Glenholm in the spring of

1955 Glenhom won the tournament. Ben Revel was

manager and coach. 3 ,5: x .‘ . --o . ‘ I, ‘ “fa, .'- H

This team consisting of Arden and Glenholm boys captured

~ - - . . the Neepawa Rural Hockey Tournament in 1957. Bk. Teddy
Thls 195 7 and 1961 ChamplonShlpS Sld LCWIS was the Pettltt. Harvey Seddon, Jim Lewis. Nick Fedorowich. Neil

Boughton, Managar and coach, Syd Lewis. Slick boy -— Roy

manager and COaCh, Lees. Don Garden. Bruce Elliot, John Revel. 80b Walker.Hugh Turner, Bill Fedorowich, Ken Singleton.
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BITS ANDPIECES

BEFOREREFRIGERATION

Before electricity was available in the community, unique ways were found to keep milk, butter

and other food stuffs cool

There was often a lid to part of the well cover. The food was put in a waterproof container and

lowered by a rope so that the container sat partially in the water. The food was removed as

needed.

THE ICE HOUSE

An ice house was just a small shed set over a hole in the ground.
In the winter ice was cut in blocks with an ice saw from river or dugout. The blocks were taken

by team and sleigh to the ice house where they were placed and surrounded by sawdust. In the

warmer parts of the year ice could be uncovered and chipped to the size required. The remainder

stayed covered until it was needed. Food containers could be set on the covered ice so the food

would remain cool and did hot spoil.

THE ICE CREAMMAKER

In this modern day when one can go to the Dairy Queen and order any one of multiple n avours

of ice cream, it is hard to. believe the work the early settlers did to have a very special-once— in —

awhile treat.

The inner container set inside the outer container. There was a paddle to stir the mix and a crank

to turn the paddle. Between the containers was ice with a bit of salt to speed up the melting
process. The recipe might vary. Always it had milk or cream, sweetening (sugar), n avouring —

usually vanilla and eggs. This mixture was placed in the inner container. The cover was put on.

Then the crank was turned until the ice cream was made. Usually this was a Sunday treat when

the family was lucky enough to afford to make it.

THEOLDSKATINGRINK ANDCURLINGRINK

Today the curling rink stands at the top of the hill and north of the cenotaph. The skating —

hockey out door rink was west of the curling rink. This rink no longer exists.

The n rst Arden skating- curling rink was sited at the bottom of the hill and close to a bend in the

White Mud River south of the swimming beach. The rink had a centre skating surface with a

sheet of curling ice on either side.

Weboys used to go down to the rink when the weather was cold enough to make ice. A pump

was wet up on the platform over the side of the White Mud River. Wetook turns pumping that
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water through the hose that ran into the rink. In this was the n rst n ood was extra heavy since

much of the water would sink into the ground and freeze. Later n oodings used far less water. In

this way the curling and skating sheets of ice were brought to the correct thickness. The

caretaker and volunteers put in the circles on the curling sheets and the lines on the skating —

hockey sheet.

The rink had a waiting room with a stove for heat. The engine room held a stationary engine to

be started and provide electric lighting. The curling, skating and hockey schedules were worked

out. It was great for the town students when a three day blizzard blew in, as it always did. We

could go the rink, skate, play shinny and enjoy the n rst days of the storm. By day two we were

back at class. By day three the country students were able to travel to class.

THENEXTARDENSKATING—CURLINGRINKS

The pump remained. Then it was a matter of the hockey —skating volunteers along with the

curling volunteers taking turns at the ump until the ice surfaces were built up. The caretaker was

hired to help the volunteers put in the curling circles and the hockey lines. The caretaker came

down early on a winter evening and started a n re in the stove in the waiting room. He also

started the engine in the engine room so to light the sports facility. The centre sheet of ice had a

schedule for skating and for hockey. Its ice surface was smaller than regulation size. In hockey
it was wise for a skater with the puck to make certain the puck went past the opponent-before the

attacking player went by. Otherwise the bounces went the wrong way

This is where we learned to skate as well as play hockey as youth or adults. Hockey opponents
could be from Plumas, Gladstone, Keyes, or Glenholm when the Inter-Ridge league was formed.

A highlight for the league was to play in the Neepawa Rural Hockey Tournament in late

February or early March. It was no easy task to win the tournament. It meant winning four

games on that Saturday. Arden won the tournament at least twice. The author’s brother Walter

and he were part of the Glenholm team in 1955. Neil would have been a part of that team as

well, but was in Neepawa Hospital for planned surgery.

Curling for the adults was a regular evening affair. The high school students had a curling
bonspiel. The teachers helped to draw the names for who played on a team of four players. It

was fun —win or lose. The author’s grade nine experience was when he played on his brother

Walter’s team. They lost four straight games. In grade twelve the author skipped a team

composed of three girls. They played well. They reached the n nal before losing out.

This building would have water up to its eaves each spring as the White Mud River n ooded.

Time had not changed that.

Late this rink was demolished and a curling rink was built up Main Street with an open air

skating rink beside it. The skating rink is no more as of the 2000’s. The curling rink is still

going strong in 2012.
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THECENTENNIALFARMS

If generations of one family remained on this land for a period of one hundred ears, that farm

was classed as a centennial farm. A certi n cate was given to the family hounouring this

accomplishment. There were a number of these farms. One farm was the John Wesley roe farm

that has his grandson, Ronald and his wife Judy Roe residing there in this year of 2012.

AUTOMOBILES,TRUCKSand GASOLINE

At n rst the settlers had no motorized vehicles. Then in the 1920’s and following into the 1930’s

a few people owned a car or truck. As cars and trucks developed and roads were vastly
improved, people who could afford a vehicle were able to purchase in. In the author’s early
memory the Model A and the Model T cars, the touring car, the convertible as well as other

makes, came on the scene. In the early 1930’s, if one could afford a vehicle and the gasoline to

run it, then one could buy three gallons of gasoline for one dollar. Compare that rice to today's
gasoline cost of one dollar and ten cents for one litre —with 4.54 litres to equal one gallon.

THEARDENHOTEL

The two storey stone block building stood on the south side of the 1904 Post Of n ce ——Municipal
Building.

Being of the same block construction, the hotel was built slightly after the 1904 date. Back then

when someone came in on the train and had to stay overnight to conduct business there was a

place for them to stay. The hotel was a busy place. Then as cars and roads improved, the

business became less and less with people able to go to Neepawa, Gladstone or return home the

same day.

The author does not remember being in the hotel, though he might have been there once. In the

course of time there was not enough business to maintain the hotel. It was n nally taken down.

LIVERY BARNS

In the early days when horse power was the means of transportation it was necessary to have a

place to house the horses if the stay in Arden was going to be of a fairly long duration.There was

a livery barn across from the hotel. ‘ This may have been the McRae Livery Barn. Arthur

Hamilton also owned a livery barn.
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THEBLACKSMITHSHOP

The blacksmith building stood on the west side of Main Street and just a little north and out in

front of the present curling rink. When farm machinery broke, it was brought to the shop to be

welded or a new piece created. Horses had metal horseshoes fastened on the front feet. It was

fun to stand and watch the blacksmith work the forge. The force was a metal container on legs
where the fuel rested. A blower helped the n re to be hot enough that the metal became malleable

and able to be formed into the shape desired. Lou Martinot was one of the n nal blacksmiths in

Arden.

A SPECIAL SCHOOLMEMORY

Of course there were many good memories as a student went through the school system from

Grade One to Grade twelve.

The author remembers the death of Agnes Harper, sister of Kenneth and Howard, in 1941. She

was a pretty girl who was not blessed with good health. The boys of her class were pallbearers
for her funeral.

The author remembers sitting in the Arden United church on the n rst pew on the north side

during the funeral. In his mind was this question. “How can a girl so young die?” Later, ashe
became an ordained minister of the united church of Canada he has asked that question time after

time as he buried children. The answer he came to was that he must leave that matter in the

hands of God.

THELUMBERYARD

The McMurchy Lumber Yard stood across from the cenotaph on Arden’s Main Street. In the

window was a stuffed lynx. Where it came from, I don’t know. The author’s brother, Harold had

his picture taken with that stuffed lynx. Harold was in the army at Fort Osborne in Winnipeg at

the time.

THESPORTSGROUND

The sports grounds were located east of the schools and east of the Butler house and property.
Sports Day for Arden was on a day in late June. This kept it clear of the Neepawa
Sports Day on July 1st each year.

If we had a quarter to spend after paying the entrance fee, we were lucky. Money was scarce and

not to be spent foolishly. It took some big decisions before one let that money go.

Men’s baseball and ladies softball, later fast ball, were the main event though horseshoe

throwing was generally included.
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When the ground became too wet the Sports Day was held on the Maurice Boughton ridge part
of his property, at the north end of Arden.

Then, by 1967 the wonderful expansive sports grounds on the west side of the white Mud River

was created and is still very much in use in 2012.

In Arden it generally took every quali n ed player for the hardball team. However, on sports day
two teams were entered. A few of us played with the second team along with men who played
one game a years.

The author was catcher as Stanley Antichow pitched his one game a year. As catcher he quickly
learned not to get behind the batter until he, the catcher was truly set. Stanley didn’t go by signs.
Whenhe was ready, he threw the ball and it came in fast. The second team never won a game

but everyone got to play one game. The n rst team consistently did a lot better.

MAMacRAE

John MacRae, born in 1883 in Scotland came to Canada and Winnipeg in 1905. He married

Edna Rennie of a Selkirk pioneer family. They worked in various places. Their son, Robert was

born in Selkirk.

A move to Manor, Saskatchewan saw their son William born to them. He was seven years of

age when they moved to Arden. They took over the bake shop of Fred Smith, beside the bank.

One can view the picture of the bake shop on page 318 of the Legacies of Lansdowne book.

After a few years they moved across the street to the harness shop building of Walter Matthews.

This building was between the Doctor’s Office and the Hipwell Store. Ma ran the restaurant,

bake soup and took in boarders, generally out of town high school students. Ada (Wilkinson)
Buksovich was one of those.

Ma seemed to have an unlimited amount of patience and understanding with teenagers. She

most likely enjoyed having them stay with her. Kae and Dorothy White came to stay with Ma.

They worked for her and went to school.

Robert married Phyllis Robertson and they raised their family in Selkirk and Winnipeg.

William entered the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and became an Inspector. He retired in

1979. Following his retirement he became a lecturer at the University of Regina.

Jack died in 1955 and is buried in the Neepawa Cemetery, Veteran’s section. Ma then gave up

the business, but remained in Arden. In 1968 she moved to Neepawa and presently to Eastview

Seniors Lodge. She died in 1974 and is buried in the Neepawa Cemetery.
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MRS. MARTIN

Mrs. Martin operated a café and bake shop in the former James Gilhuly Hardware Store with her

residence on the second n oor.

THEBOYCHUKGARDENS

Leonard and Judy Boychuk purchased the United Church manse and have extensibly increased

its beauty. The have established a beautiful garden back of the church and Boychuk residence.

In early years they church barn and the minister’s barn stood beside the back lane. They are long
gone now. The slope to the swimming beach at one time planted to vegetables has become a

beautiful n ower garden. Leonard mentioned they purchase some 300 to 400 transplants each

spring from a nursery in Winnipeg. When seniors take a bus tour, this beautiful garden is on the

itinerary. Well done to Leonard and Judy.

THEADDINGMACHINE

In the year of 2012 we have endless machines and gadgets to supposedly make our jobs easier.

The Victor adding machine was in the Arden Post Of n ce. It was used for Post Of n ce and

Municipal accounting. It helped to add up the n nancial n gures. It helped to do the Post Of n ce

weekly report. As of July 2011, the author places it in the Neepawa Museum.

THEUNDERWOODTYPEWRITER

The Underwood typewriter number 5 is of a 1920 Vintage. It appears to be made by a Canadian

company and sold in Canada. That typewriter stood on a stand in the Municipal Of n ce. Maurice

Boughton used it regularly for municipal business. He had another typewriter at home for his

personal business. That of n ce typewriter is in the author’s possession.

THEROLLTOPDESK

Maurice Boughton spent hours at that desk in the stone house. It appears to be of a 1900’s

Vintage. It is now in the author’s possession after spending years in the Wilfrid Boughton house.

It was on that desk that the author typed this book before turning the manuscript over to his wife,
Karen to be put onto the computer.
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REV. KEITH D. BOUGHTONB.A., BTH, B.D.

After a permit teaching year at the rural school of Roaring River between Minnetonas and Swan

River was followed with a year of teacher training at the Provincial Normal School in Winnipeg.
I then had the opportunity to accept a position as principal at Riding Mountain School, which

included teaching grades seven to eleven.

I had always had the ambition to become a minister and had mentioned this a few times to

Karen, who I was becoming interested in at Normal School. Now, having been married to her

for two years, the subject came up again one day at lunch.

Her response was, “If this is what you really wish to do, then you should get at it now!” Little did

either of us know what this decision was going to mean. But she was there to give me support.

The decision being made, I prepared to enter the ministry of the United Church of Canada.

Three years were spent as a Student Minister on the Macdonald Charge, which included

Longburn and Burnside. This meant looking after the three point charge on weekends and being
in Winnipeg during the week, beginning with the drive in on Tuesday morning and arriving
home Friday evening. Karen remained in the manse in MacDonald through those three dif n cult

years. Both of our children, Noelle and Randall (Randy) were born while we were there.

After taking three years of Theology at United College I was ordained and we were placed on the

Tilston, Manitoba United Church charge. This again was a charge of three churches plus one

more that only held services at certain times of the year. However, those three were in

Saskatchewan, they were Fertile, Storthoaks and Fern. Wewere to spend three years serving this

charge and met some truly n ne people.

Now able to apply for a position, I responded to the need for a minister at Minnedosa. This was

another three point charge. Cameron and Clanwilliam were the other two churches. Cameron

was to close and the congregation joined the Minnedosa United Church.

Seven years were spent there where there was a great deal of work to be done. There were

always people with illnesses to be concerned for as well as the usual work. At one time during
those years I conducted nine funerals in eleven days. The heavy work and constant concern for

others, proved too much for me at one point and I required taking six months off. Our

neighbouring Anglican Minister, Rev. Alan Kerr was a real support and helped in various ways

to keep the things moving along until I was well enough to again return to the work. Seven good
years were spent in that charge.

A move to Boissevain was next and now there was only one congregation to look after and one

service to conduct. This was where we remained for three years and we did enjoy our life there.

I was interested in serving in a different area and in a city church. After receiving my application
I was called to Parker Street United in Sarnia where I served for three years.
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Our daughter, Noelle was then completing grade thirteen with offers of scholarships since she

had excellent marks as well as hundreds in English and Social Studies. However, these would be

affective only in Ontario universities. She just wanted to return to Manitoba where she could

attend the University of Manitoba. She did stay in Sarnia to complete the work she was involved

with for the summer.

When she came back she attended the University of Manitoba where she achieved her Bachelor

of Arts( honours) degree in English. At the same time she was Editor of 'The Manitoban” for

two years. Having this experience as well as other journalist experience in radio, her

application to study Journalism at Carleton University in Ottawa won the selection of candidates

for Manitoba to do so. She earned her degree in Journalism from Carleton University. She is a

published author. Her book on Margaret Lawrence: A Gift of Grace has been very well received.

She returned to Ontario after her marriage to Ian Manson to enable him to take his training for

the United Church Ministry at Emmanual College. After serving several years in Manitoba, he

also completed his studies for a Doctorate in Theology degree. Soon after receiving that degree
he received a call to Royal York Road United Church in Toronto. They remain in Toronto.

Noelle is heavily involved in writing, including being assistant editor of the Mandate, a United

Church magazine. She is also a trained Spiritual Director.

Whenwe chose to return to Manitoba, Randy was then just sixteen years old. He stayed to be a

councilor at the Lambton United Church Camp. He had also been happily involved with Boy
Scouts and now had moved up to Venturers. He was quite happy to be living in Sarnia, but a

move was now being made. However, now being of age and having a driver’s license, he was a

great help to us. Wemoved back by U Haul and he shared the driving of the car and spelling off

his mother, then also the driving of the U Haul truck to spell off his dad. He then spent a few

days helping us move in to our residence and then n ew back to Sarnia to continue his work at the

camp as a youth councilor.

At the end of the summer they drove back in their mother’s car that she had left for their use.

In his twenty plus years in the Winnipeg auto industry, Randall, with courses at Red River

College, became expert in diagnostic repair of the latest car engines. Other mechanics would

call him for his advice. He worked in transmission shops and became pro n cient in diagnostic
service, then went into management. After these years of experience in Winnipeg he moved to

Alberta and worked in oil well drilling, repair and cleaning. At present he is working for an oil

well cleaning company out of Red Deer, Alberta.

Randy’s sons work in Winnipeg. Sean took his computer training at Red River College. He is

now employed by Hewlett Packard. Adamis a n eld manager for U Haul.

Wewere happy to return to Manitoba. A year was spent helping out at North Kildonan United.

Then a year was spent as supply at Maryland United in Winnipeg. This was followed by eight
months at Virden United as supply. By that time we had purchased our n rst house, the n rst time

in twenty years we had not lived in a manse. I formally retired from there. But I did not stop
serv1ng.
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I was called to Norwood United Church in Winnipeg where I spent ten years. While at Norwood

one Friday evening and Saturday I conducted two wedding rehearsals and six weddings.
Norwood United and Regent’s Park United teamed up for summer holidays. In one month,
including both congregations I conducted seventeen weddings in n ve consecutive Saturdays.

For a number of years I did supply work. This began with n lling in as supply at Rosedale for a

year. Then there were supply stints at Dugald-Anola churches east of Winnipeg. Niverville in

Southern Manitoba then back to Dugald—Anola.

The n nal supply was to Bird's Hill United just north of the perimeter. This was to be from

November to June, eight months. Instead it was for eight years. Finally retiring in June 1999 for

the second time.

At Macdonald, Tilston, Minnedosa and Virden I worked with the Boy Scouts as well as leading
Youth Groups.

While at Minnedosa, working with other groups in 1966, I helped the A.O.T.S. Men's Group
start the Riding Mountain Men's Conference at the west end of Clear Lake. This continues to the

present day of 2012.

I co—managed CampWasaga United Church Campat least for n ve years. At the same time I was

responsible for Clear Lake Chapel Service for the United Church turns of summer ministerial

service for seven years.

In Samia I was appointed by Lambton Presbytery to the United Church CampVolunteer Board.

At the n rst meeting I was named Vice Chairman. Two months later the chairman took ill so I

n nished his term and became chairman.

A former fruit farm near Forrest, Ontario of 110 acres ran back to the Lake Huron shore. Each

spring the board volunteers plus up to 200 others planted hundreds of tree saplings.

Retuning to Manitoba I was member of the Winnipeg Presbytery. Then a member of Selkirk

Presbytery and now I remain a member of the Winnipeg Presbytery.

A WONDERFULHELP—Karen PM. (Carroll) Boughton BA, BEd.

My wife, Karen (Carroll) Boughton has been a talented help during all the forty three years of

my ministry. Karen was the youngest in a family of nine children. She was born at the family
home in Bagot on beautiful spring day. This was a Christian family with Christian values. Her

mother, Myrtle (Leader) Carroll was raised as a Methodist. Her father, Thomas Carroll, a

Presbyterian, but at that time, of course, those churches were now the United Church. Belief and

faith were an important part of our growing up.

Sunday was a day of rest —there was no doubt about that, except the older ones did get to play
ball and Dad played with them.
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At nine years of age, Karen began to learn to play the piano from a highly trained teacher,
Dorothy (Mann) Lake in Portage la Prairie, who also became a minister’s wife. The Saturday trip
to Portage was mostly made by taking the Greyhound bus from Bagot Corner where she could

wait at Mel Baskier’s n lling station at Bagot Corner on No. 1 Highway. She went in the

morning and came home in the evening, even in the darkness of winter. That was ten months of

the year, the same as a school year. That was about a mile and a half walk each way. The bus

fare was twenty n ve cents which would take her both there and back. She now believes this was

a sort of courtesy toward a child who was prepared to put in that kind of time and effort. One

day she was a bit late, and what happened? The bus driver stopped the bus and waited for her !

Thus she began a study of music which would lead her to be the church pianist when she was

about thirteen years old and continued until the family moved to Carman when she was sixteen.

She was also the Sunday school treasurer at Bagot United Church.

As an adult Karen studied from Mr.J.D. McRae, the Portage United Church organist when they
lived at MacDonald. Mrs. Metherall was another teacher she studied with at that time. The ten

years of study included piano and all theories. Some of those years were spent as an adult with

the intent of achieving a degree from the University of Manitoba School Of Music. However, in

her n nal year she decided to return to teaching school.

As a support in the church work she was three times a Canadian Girls In Training (C.G.LT.)
leader at Macdonald, Tilston and Minnedosa. It was a group for girls ages twelve to seventeen.

The guide book was followed and all the requirements were met so that girls were able to

graduate when the reached the age of seventeen. There was a great deal of learning and training
in the C.G.I.T. organization. Five different programs were required: Community service, Church

and Sunday School attendance, faithful meeting attendance, mission study, and one of the

group’s choice. The C.G.I.T. tea was held in the spring with the motif of the country they
studied in their mission study. The W.M.S. was a kind of mother group. The C.G.I.T. studied the

same mission study, at their own level, as did W.M.S. The white and blue middies with navy or

dark skirts were worn for each meeting and all events except for the tea. For this event they
dressed in the manner of the girls of the country they studied. The costumes for that were made

by Mrs. Freeman in Winnipeg for such use. She charged little or nothing and we would order

them. They were sent by mail and returned when the event was completed.

Mrs. Freeman was Dean Freeman’s Wife. Dean Freeman was the Dean of Theology at the

University of Winnipeg when the author was attending Theological College. Mrs. Freeman was

keenly interested in the work of the C.G.I.T.

Each year the Christmas Vesper Service was presented to all churches on the charge. This

service was prepared by the central CGIT Committee, so all Vesper services were the same for

that year.

At the end of the year a Mother and Daughter banquet was held. In Minnedosa it was usual that

after the banquet we would camp overnight out at Minnedosa Lake. This was held with a tent

trailer as home base. One year when they went to cook breakfast outside the snown akes were

n ying, but they did get some breakfast made.
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The n ftieth celebration of the C.G.I.T was an event never to be forgotten. A celebration was

held in our own church, Minnedosa. It included past members who had been a part of C.G.I.T.

over the years since it began. Some came from considerable distance to attend. This was very

well attended and made for a large group with the current members who would be about thirty
n ve girls and their several leaders. Memories were shared and the essence of CGIT across the

years seemed not to have changed.

As well, the present members and leaders attended the provincial celebration in Winnipeg that

was held at Rosedale United Church. To see that church n lled with girls and leaders all wearing
their middies and navy or dark skirts, taking part in that service was a memory that will never be

forgotten. Of course after the service there was a time for the girls to mix with others from the

various C.G.I.T. groups in Manitoba.

At Tilston the C.G.I.T with Karen and Joyce Anderson leading, included girls from Tilston,
Manitoba and Fertile, Saskatchewan. The Christmas Vesper Service was taken to three

churches, all in one day. Always, the girls looked so impressive in their middies and the dark

skirts.

Yes, leading this group in various places had a special meaning to anyone involved. Our

daughter, Noelle, was a part of it in the later years her mother led. Noelle went on to lead in

Parker Street United in Sarnia as well as Immanuel United Church, Winnipeg where her

husband, Rev. Dr. Ian Manson served. She remarked when they celebrated another C.G.I.T

milestone there that she had been involved during n ve decades with C.G.I.T.

At Minnedosa the author was responsible for the services of several denominations at the Clear

Lake Museum building. Karen and Wilda Jury took a couple of those services. This was done

with up to half a dozen ministers on vacation present. Karen had time, as Wilda began the

service, to recognize them as ministers. It was then her time to read the scripture, that one time

was full of unusual words.

Karen and I, with our two children, Noelle and Randy would take an evening service as part of

those services.

Karen's ability to play the piano and organ came was particularly helpful. She frequently n lled in

at services if the regular organist was not there.

The ability for Karen to step in and play piano or organ was a gift to meand the churches. From

time to time there was no pianist-organist. One Friday evening at Boissevain, she was

summoned from the manse next door to play for a wedding rehearsal. The guest organist would

be present on Saturday for the wedding. That organist did not show. The author sent our son

Randall down the street where Karen was grocery shopping to ask her to please come and play
the organ. She rushed home and picked up her music and came to the church. A choir gown was

quickly put on, the wedding march was played. Mendelssohn’s wedding march ended the

service. The bride was happy. As a “thank you” gift she was given a pretty green n uted bowl.

This became the centre piece on the dining room table. Every once in a while one could hear a

cracking sound. Then perhaps another. When the bowl was inspected the cracks were very

evident, but the bowl did not break. That went on for all the time we remained in Boissevain.
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The bowl was pretty cracked, but it never fell apart. Wehope the marriage sustained wholeness

the same as the bowl.

Karen had also received training in choir leading from a summer school teacher’s course. With

that she led several youth choirs and a senior choir. The Youth Choir at Boissevain was

accompanied by Noelle, who had mainly been taught by her mother. The festival selections had

life and Noelle was wonderful at the accompaniment, even to be congratulated by one

adjudicator in the Brandon Festival.

Karen also led Junior Choirs at Parker Street, also accompanied by Noelle and at Norwood

United Church. Randy, though he also played the piano, thanks to his mother and a great deal to

his sister, Noelle, he was always a member of all but the Norwood junior choirs.

The eight years we spent at Bird's Hill she led the regular choir. Five of those years she was also

organist. She had about six young people taking turns at playing an organ selection before church

service just to give them an opportunity to perform and or accompany in an easier hymn.
Hopefully to train young organists.

Karen had been a member of both the W.M.S. and the WA. before the change to the U.C.W.

She was a charter member of the U.C.W. and at Minnedosa she led one of the U.C.W. chapters.

Karen grew up where there was no high school. Her high school began with correspondence in

grade nine. Grade Ten was taken in Portage Collegiate where she did light housekeeping during
the week. The entire time studying music for exam work. Grade eleven was broken up with a

move to Carman and then serious burns that made it difficult to complete that year. That was her

last year at school. The following year she permit taught at Richmond Hill near Cypress River.

However, she did find a way to complete her high school as well as a BA in Psychology from the

University of Western Ontario and a B Ed. in Special Education from the University of

Manitoba. She taught for many years in various places and finally in the River East Division in

Winnipeg. Her n nal years were as a Resource Teacher in Salisbury School.

The author was thankful he married a young woman who had already been playing the church

organ and taking an active life in her community as she went to school.
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IN CONCLUSION

As this book is printed Karen Will celebrate her eightieth birthday in the spring. In the fall, Keith

will mark his eighty n fth birthday.

In 2013, Lord Willing, they will celebrate their sixtieth wedding anniversary.

Arden history has long been a hobby of the author’s. This has been an interesting project to

gather historical materials together.

If some other person Wished to cover the last half of the 1900’s for Arden history, that too would

make for a more complete story.

*>l<>l<*>l<
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The Arden and area crocus will continue

at their task

of creating beauty, joy and comfort

in the

Crocus Capital of Manitoba

Prize photo by Olivia Dolinskv
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