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Objective 
To seek financial support to allow for the timely completion of the conservation, 
restoration and interpretation of the Eriksdale Creamery Historic site. 

History 
It is one of the oldest buildings in the community of Eriksdale. The creamery was 
constructed around 1912 by the Brandon Creamery and Supply Company. The Russell 
Casselman family purchased the business in 1923. In 1948 Dan McFadyen and Chris 
Halldorson became the next owners. In 1969 Mr. Ben Gibbins became the sole owner 
of the creamery. Ben was an employee with the creamery since 1940. 
By the early 1980's the direct local milk deliveries were reduced to less than half, 
however Mr. Gibbings then diversified and the creamery became known for its butter 
finishing abilities. Besides butter being received from various plants in Manitoba, bulk 
butter was also received from other countries including Australia, Sweden and Ireland. 
The Bjornson family purchased the creamery in 1984 and the creamery closed in 1990. 

1.0 Background 
In 1995 the RM of Eriksdale designated the Eriksdale Creamery as a municipal historic 
site. Like many prairie communities, just like the grain elevators and the grain trade, 
creameries were just as important in the role they played in the economic and social 
development of the region and were the backbone of the community. 

With the rapidly developing railway system and the implementation of government 
standards for butter, the number of these small dairy processing plants grew. 
These small creameries were essential to the mixed farming regions, and the sale of 
surplus cream often represted the family's only cash income, especially during the 
1930's. Eriksdale creamery, one of only a few original creamery structures in Manitoba, 
is representative of this era. 

As the number of small farms, and hence the supply of cream decreased, small 
creamery operations were consolidated into regional center, such as Eriksdale. 
This creamery managed to survive until 1990 by becoming a butter-wrapping facility for 
other processing plants and thus outlasted most of its contemporaries. 

This heritage creamery is a symbol of the agricultural based activity of the Interlake 
region. The creamery is intimately linked with the historical development of the Interlake 
region and with the municipality of Eriksdale in particular. 

The conservation of the creamery stands as a symbol of the historical roots of the 
development of the Interlake region in terms of culture and heritage and also of tourism, 
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contributing new regional economic opportunities and enhancing local community 
development. 
The impetus to restore the creamery at Eriksdale came from the Eriksdale Museum 
Board. This is a local organization which established a non-profit corporation to pursue 
the ownership and rehabilitation of the creamery. 

The mission of ECM is to "preserve and sustain the historical significance of the rural 
creamery and the role it played in the development of our Canadian Agricultural 
economy - for the education, interpretation and the enjoyment of the present and future 
generations". 

The Eriksdale Museum board has secured ownership of this historic creamery and have 
made a firm commitment to develop a solid plan for the future of this community heritage 
building. 

\ 

2.0 Eriksdale Museum 
The EMB maintain a two museum operation. Along with the conservation of the 
creamery, the board also operates the Eriksdale Museum. This museum was founded in 
1971 as a private museum collection and was owned by Mrs. Lucy Lindaell. The 
collection of artifacts are presently housed in the former St. John's Anglican Church. 
These artifacts have great value and have been collected to preserve their heritage and 
importance in the development of the community and surrounding 
area. 

Military display 
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Bedroom section of the museum 

Kitchen section 
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3.0 Church Museum 
In terms of care and conservation, long term damage may occur if the artifacts are to 
remain in their current location in the church museum. The church needs a new 
foundation and the additions to the building have made the whole structure 
environmentally unsafe for the artifacts. The space is not heated in the winter and the 
humidity is clearly damaging many of the artifacts. 
Research will be undertaken as to a feasibility study on a new building to be constructed. 

4.0 Conservation Plan 
On-Going Development 

Creamery 
The creamery will be fully conserved by the fall of 2006. 

Work Plan 
• Some exterior construction, including painting of the building. 
• Eaves trough 
• Landscaping 
• Electrical upgrade 
• Restore upper floor which will be included in the interpretive center. 
• Restore meat room. 
• Marketing and Business plan. 
• Develop and print tourism pamphlets. 

Proposed New Museum Building 
This building will house the artifacts from the church in the form of displays and storage. 

The building will also include room for traveling exhibits, office and meeting places, gift 
shop, ice cream shop and public washrooms for visitors. 
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Work Plan 
• Develop blueprints and capital cost budget. 

5.0 Major Milestone 
Human Resources 
These resources include museum board members, volunteers, staff, community service 
groups, students, teachers, seniors, and members of other cultural or community groups 
that might have a direct interest in the success of the historic Creamery in Eriksdale. 

The museum is operated by a volunteer Board of Directors. The Board members are 
dedicated to the goal of the museum and are working hard to ensure the future viability 
of the facility. 

The church museum is opened seasonally. It is staffed by volunteers from the Eriksdale 
New Horizons Group and by summer students. 

6.0 Recent Activities and Accomplishments 
Restoration Progress 

The restoration process included roof replacement, exterior walls and siding 
reconditioned or replaced and painting. New doors and windows reconditioned and/or 
new ones fabricated. All interior was refurbished and the operating equipment replaced. 
Our interpretive display signage and artifacts were completed in the summer of 2005. 
Every effort was made to retain as much of the original material as was possible. 

West side before restoration 
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West side being restored 
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Creamery east side 

East side reconstruction 
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Interpretive Displays 
Display panels were designed and fabricated to enhance the ability of the visitor to 
understand how a creamery functioned in the mid 1950's. 

The exhibit panel text was written by staff from the Historic Resources Branch. This 
service was free of charge to the museum, resulting in a significant savings in time and 
money. 
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7.0 Visitor Impact 
Since the opening of the center, the number of visitors to the site has continued to 
increase. The board expects an increase in visitors upon the implementation of the 
tourism pamphlets and more exposure to their website. 
The museum holds special interest to students, local residents, tourist - general public 
(also referred to as the rubber tire trade) bus tours and special interest groups. 

Bus tour 
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MSOS tour group leaving the creamery 

8.0 Financial Overview 
The EMB signed a 50/50 cost share agreement with the Heritage grants program for the 
development of the interpretive panels and exhibit cases. Total approved grant was$ 
26,000, balance remaining of this approved grant is $10,000. The balance of this 
funding will be used for (1) Marketing and Business Plan (2) Tourism pamphlets (3) 
Design of new building & capital budget. 

The EMB have applied to Community Places requesting a grant for$ 12,000 to complete 
the restoration of the creamery as specified earlier in this report. 
This funding will also be shared equally. 

Funding Application Status 
To be able to match the cost share funding, proposals to different corporations are 
submitted on an ongoing basis. 

9.0 Benefits 
The Eriksdale Creamery Museum Heritage site is a community based initiative which will 
create a number of benefits. 

• It will create a lasting agricultural legacy and enrich the Interlake region with a 
new tourist attraction. 

• It will act as a tourism draw for the local and regional community, with spin-offs to 
local business with tourism spending. 

• It will create an educational opportunity about the history of the early settlement, 
the creamery operation and many related topics to the dairy industry. 

Heritage Legacy and New Tourist Attraction 
This project will add a new heritage attraction to the Interlake region. As the attraction 
becomes know, the site will hold special interest to visitors from within and outside 
Manitoba and the agricultural and rural communities. 
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Educational Opportunity 
Part of the restoration of the creamery will involve the creation of an interpretive center 
which will interpret the various stories implied by the creamery and the dairy industry as 
a whole and in relation to agriculture. An educational program will be designed that is 
general in nature which introduces the creamery site to students of all ages. 

Hands-on experience 

Churning butter 
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10.0 On-Site Activities 
The Official Opening 
The museum was officially opened in the year 2000. Here you will see Enid Gibbings, 
the wife of former owner of the creamery, cutting the ribbon. 

Visitors at the opening 
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1st. Annual Creamery Days August 26, 2005. 
A fun time was held by all. The event was a huge success. 

Ice cream man 

A couple dancing at the opening 
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