THE INTERLAKE

We love her homey settlements
They started long ago.
By pioneers that crossed the sea
To make this country grow.
We don't have sprawling cities
Or sky scrapers reaching high,

But we do have cozy hamlets
with dear neighbors here close by.
That's it! I think I've touched it!
It's the people that are great!
They're loving, kind and busy.
No! We've not got time for hate!
So guard us, God, and bless us,
And let's make no mistake,
We're thankful one, we're thankful qll,
For this - our lnterlake!
D.C.W.
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to congratulate the Eriksdale History Book
on the completion of "beyond beginnings". This project

would like

Committee
presented an enonnous challenge to the committee who have spent
countless hours of volunteer time compiling, sorting and editing the
stories and pictures submitted by present and former residents of our
Municip ality.

As history influences the present and shapes the future, we can
take comfort in the strengths of the people who pioneered our
community. Their struggles and sacrifices have produced the quality
of life we enjoy today, and for passing on to us the same pioneer spirit
that will guide us in the future.
We live in an age of unprecedented change. All aspects of our
daily lives are being affected by forces over which we seemingly have
no control. However, change also presents opportunities. If we can
apply the same resolve as our predecessors, our future as a
community will be assured. It has been my privilege to serve you as
your Reeve.
We are as our mural depicts "the end of the rainbow".

,Ø/%.¿
Reeve: Dave Mclelland

Administrator: Debbie Surgenor

Foreword
At

THE BOOK IS DONE !
a meeting held on April 29, 1993 a group of volun-

member not one of us is a professional.
We are richer in knowledge a¡rd have gained technical skills and appreciation of each others' gifts. The enjoyment of working together and the co-operation we received from the community made it all worthwhile. We
hope this book shall now and for generations to come

teers met to form the Eriksdale Municipal Heritage Ad-

visory Committee, sanctioned by the RM of Eriksdale
on May 11, 1993 (bylaw #9/93). Our first project was to
compile a History Book of the area. May this book be a
fitting tribute to those pioneers who paved the way for
us. Preserving our heritage is important to all of us and to

serye as a story teller to be treasured.

future generations.
The Eriksdale Hístory Book Committee
The book is divided:

I
Part II
Part

beyond
beginnings

Eriksdale and Area
Family Histories

Donna Smith
Joanne Watson
Ian Manson
Phyllis Lamb
Ret Hughson
Eileen Mclelland

This book reveals that people of all generations through
character and purpose achieved goals and built a solid

foundation for our community.

It

depicts in words and

pictures the changes from wilderness to aprosperous area.
Gladys Forsyth's beyond beginningswas the title chosen

in

secretary 1993-1994
secretary 1994-1996
treasurer

mail person
assistant treasurer

Ruth Lindell

name the book contest.

Joanne Watson

We wish to thankJarmo Sinisalo and Betty Van Winkle for their cooperation with us in designing the cover,
and for the use of some excellent photos by Phyllis Penny.

Charlene Kaartinen

We have worked long hours. We have tried to be as
accurate as possible but there are bound to be discrepan-

Harland Beckman

cies, we apologize. We have agonized over decisions' We

are aware there are omissions, we could not print family
histories that were not sent in, and due to limited space
many topics and family stories may have been edited.

Complete stories may be found in Eriksdale Museum's
archives.
We hope you

chairperson 1993 - Mar. 1996
chairperson Mar. 1996-present

will deal gently with our efforts and re-
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family story co-ordinator
family story co-ordinator
co-ordinate sections
assistant chairperson
fund raiser
research and maps

/
:

It was a typing

It

error, the computer
can't spell

l've been editing so
long, now l'm even
editing as I read the
Free Press

Should I put on the coffee?
isn't my fault íf the ríght picture

isn't in there!

Do you want me to
find out how much it
costs?

I only offered to help, not be on the committee!
The computer lost it!
I haven't got it you've got ít!

I thought I was
finished!

I thínk thís
name is spelled
wrong.
I only type by letter and space,
not by words so I don't know
what it says.
So, the computer did it!

When all women speak, no woman hears
Be sure you are right, then go ahead!

v11

What is a Little Town
A little town is somewhat like

A little town is where you don't have to guess who your
enemies are. Your friends will tell you.
A little town is the only place on earth where people
past middle age are called by their first names when they
saunter down the street.
A little town is where everybody knows everybody
else's car by sight... and also where and when it goes.
A little town is where few people can get away from
lying about the year they were born, too many people

a

big family...ornery dis-

tant cousins, renegades and all.
A little town is where city folks say there is nothing to
do, but those who live there don't have enough nights in
the week to make all the meetings and social functions.
A little town is where everyone becomes a neighborin
time of need.

A little town is where

business men struggle for sur-

vival against city stores and shopping centers.

A little town is where those same business men dig
deep money wise to help with countless fund-raising

can remember them.

A little town is where people with various ailments
can air them properly for sympathetic ears.
A little town is where, when you get the wrong number,

projects.

A little town is where many teenagers say, there's nothing to do, and then are surprised to learn that their city-

you can talk for 15 minutes anyhow, if you want to.
A little town is where the ratio of good people to bad
people is something like 100 to one. That's nice to re-

peers are sayrng the same things.
A little town, when all is said and done, is a nice place

member.

in which to live.

A little town

might add, too, that everybody in a small town
also knows all the news before it's published. They just
buy the hometown paper to see if the editor gets it right.

is where it is hard for anybody to walk to

P.S. We

work for exercise because it takes too long to stop and
explain to people in cars who stop, honk and offer a ride.
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beyond

THE BEGINNING OF THE WEST INTERLAKE
area of 74,340 square miles. A provincial commemora-

tive marker indicates the original boundary being a few
feet north of the Oak Point Chalet on Hwy. #6 leaving
Eriksdale out of the province.
In 1881 the western border of Manitoba was extended
to its present location while the northern boundary was
pushed up to the 52 degree of parallel, bringing Eriksdale back into the province. In 1884 the eastern boundary was moved to its present location and in 1912 the
province was extended northward to its present size.

,

t

Surveying Manitoba
ColonelJ.S. Dennis was sent in 1869 to begin the survey. He began by surveying a baseline running north
from the border. The line chosen would bypass the Red
River settlement and also pass between Lake Manitoba
and Lake Winnipeg. This line was and is called the Prin-

Rupertsland was a large grant of land given by the Bnglish King Charles II to the Hudson's Bay Company in
1670. It included the area between Lake Manitoba and
Lake Winnipeg known today as the Interlake.
The Hudson's Bay granted Lord Selkirk the area of
Assiniboia in 1811. He, Lord Selkirk, intended to bring
settlers to Fort Garry. The Interlake was in this grant. In
1834 the grant of Assiniboia was transferred back to the
Hudson's Bay Co. which retained control until 1870.
In 1869 Canada sent surveyors to Fort Garry to survey the region. By an agreement for a separate province, Manitoba, the Postage Stamþ Prouincø, covered an

cipal Meridian.

Townships
Townships approximately six miles square were divided
into thirty-six sections. The first step was to survey the

land into blocks twelve miles square. These blocks included an allowance for ninety-nine foot roadways between all sections. Stakes were placed at the corners of
these blocks and atthe midpoints, thus markingthe townships, Following this, other survey parties surveyed the

townships into thirty-six sections,
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Townsh¡p

United States Border

Original boundaries of the Province, 1881
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was started in Eriksdale

Sections
The sections were numbered beginning in the southeast
corner with number one and going west to number six.
Number seven was directly north and numbering continued east to number twelve. Then thirteen to eighteen
went west and this back and forth pattern finished with
numbcr six in thc northcast corncr. ,t\ll townships based

32
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1906.

Surveying Procedures
The surveyor used an instrument called a theadolite transit. Behind the surveyor, the chain men were measuring

the distance with a sixty-six foot steel chain.
Stakes were made by squaring poplar poles and
was put up:
- at each chain length,
- at every forty chains,
- section corners, and
- half miles.

on the American border are numbered one. The next
northerly number is two and so on.

31

in 1885 and completed in

36

a stake

Mound builders followed who built mounds around
30
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the stakes. The township corner mounds were larger and
iron stakes were used with the numbers chiseled on them.
Bventually the use of wooden stakes was discouraged in
favor of iron ones.

Survey Crew
A survey crew consisted of a surveyor, the picket man,
the chain men, the mouncl builders, ancl other men nec-
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essary to cut the lines, and finally a cook.
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Correction Lines
6

5

4

3

2

In the survey, the western edges of the townships were
true north. This caused a row of quarter sections to the
east of it to vary in size. 'fherefore correction lines were

I

Ranges

necessary. The correction lines and the ninety-nine foot

Beginning with the principal meridian, the townships
based on it are in range one, west of the principal meridian. The next westerly row of townships range two and
so on. The townships east of the principal meridian are
numbered similarly, beginning with range one, east of
the principal meridian, range two, east of the principal
meridian, and so on. Thus any section north of the United
States border may be identified by its number, its township number and its range number, east or west of the
principal meridian.

road allowances required careful calculations. The correction lines required chaining on both sides and stakes
on both sides. Nevertheless, it was done and all was in
readiness for the settlers.

Homestead
The Dominion Land Act was passed in 1872. This act
stipulated that the Hudson's Bay Co. should receive in
each township, whose number was divisible by five, the
whole of section eight and the whole of section twentysix. In all other townships they received the whole of section eight and in twenty-six they received the south half

Where is Eriksdale Situated?
Eriksdale is situated on parts of five quarters of two different sections:
northwest quarter of Section 4, Township 22, Range 5
southwest quarter of Section 4, Township 22, Range 5
southeast quarter of Section 4, Township 22, Range 5
northeast quarter of Section 33, Township 21, Range ,5
northwest quarter of Section 33, Township 21, Range 5
They are all west of the principal meridian. Surveying

and the northwest quarter. These lands were available to
settlers only by purchase from the Hudson's Bay Co. Sections eleven and twenty-nine were reserved for purposes
of education and came to be known as school sections.
These sections also were not available except through
purchase and the monies received were to be used for
educational purposes. All other sections were eligible for
homestead privileges until the advent of railways.

4

"Canada Calls"

don't tell anybody. Englishmen are not popular in
the west. We've had too many bad eggs and
remittance men wished on us. Don,t boast about

An extensive campaign was carried out to attract settlers
in Bastern Canada, United States and European Countries advertising cheap land which made the Canadian
West sound like the promised land. The appeal of the
west beckoned. Billboard advertisements and attractive
propaganda campaigns promised settlers

a

your people back in England. lt's you they are
hiring, not your father and don,t give them a
chance to tell you so.
Keep your mouth shut and your ears and eyes

future of pros-

open.

perity in a fertile land, The bread basket of the world. No
mention was made of the hardships which would be experienced due to the climate, lack of facilities and in
places, the terrain to be encountered.
The call to Canada was very strong and many immi
grants sold everything they owned, even stamp collections and musical instruments, They worked and saved
money for a third class or steerage ticket to Halifax NS
and a rail ticket to Winnipeg.

Keep your wages drawn ríght up to the neck.
Don't buy land until you've been out for at least a
Year.

Don't kíck about the country. Remember you
came here of your own free will and accord. There
is no law agaínst you goíng back.
Get a job as soon as you can and get out of
Wínnípeg."

The Journey by Ship

The Story of an Old Road

On board ship there was such a babel of voices from a
cosmopolitan crowd of passengers from nearly every
country in Europe. On board, some people were homesick, seasick or excited. Impromptu concerts were held.
An excerpt from Ann Lee's diary written on the boat
crossing, "There are a great portion of the people going
to Winnipeg, with agreatnumbergoingto larm thatknow
nothing about farming."

The following

George Watson.
When the first settlers arrived in the eastern shore of Lake
Manitoba about 1886 and began to locate in the districts
of Scotch Bay and Lily Bay, it became necessary to have
a main road from these dishicts to Winnipeg and Stonewall, B0 and 90 miles away. At these towns were markets
and railways. To them the settlers had to haul their produce and there obtain their supplies.
The southern half of the road traversed a prairie country and there the road was merely a deep rutted trail wind-

The Journey by Train
One's first view of Can ada at Halifax made a lasting impression on the passengers and this land of choice came
out with full marks. Passengers were directed to two special immigrant trains of colonists cars, Each section seated
four in the daytime. At night it was two up and two down
to sleep. No upholstery, just slats for seats and beds. Food
for the journey was purchased before going on board and
cooked in the back of the railroad car. The journey took

ing on and around deep sloughs and over alkali ridges.
But the northern half of the road was much different. The

country being heavily wooded it was necessnry to clear a
passage through the timber. There being no bulldozers

or brush cutters in those days this meant a lot of hard
work with axe and saw. As it was desirable to follow the
ridges there were many turns in the road. In one place
you turn 12 times and travel a mile and a half to gain one
mile. The low spots were bridged with logs laid side by
side, with a little earth thrown on top of them. It was very
rough crossing the logs or corduroy as it was called. Often
when there were heavy rains the logs would be floating
and it was dangerous to cross with horses or oxen. This
road was eventually extended a hundred miles or more
farther north to serve the settlers all the way to

seven days to Winnipeg.

If you were to homestead in Eriksdale the early railway only came as far as Oak Point. Interlake settlers travelled that far and then walked or drove a team of oxen or
horses to Eriksdale. The Railway came to Briksdale in
1911. (See CNR).

Trainman's Advice to lmmigrants
On the train, one trainman handed out some very good

Gypsumville.

advice:

"lf

is taken in part from writings by

New settlers came with their household effects and tools
piled high on a heavy lumber wagon drawn by a team of

you have any money or rích people at home,

5

tired horses or plodding oxen. Natives from the reserve
to the north, passed by on their way to the great harvest
fields around Portage Ia Prairie, and home again when
the harvest was finished. Great herds of cattle and sheep
moved slowly along toward the southern markets. Teamstcrs with grcat loads of frozcn fish from thc watcrs of
Lake Manitoba. Children on their way to the log school.
Settlers with their families, all dressed in their Sunday
best, journeying to some mid-summer picnic or to Sunday church service. In the winter time sleigh loads of
huppy young people driving to a surþrùeparty or social.
This road, the Colonization Road, served the country

What a howl there would be if the present generation

well, but with the coming of the railway in 1911 there
was a great change. There is a part of the northern section that has been surveyed and staked out by the Government survey, every familiar twist and turn has been

way to the neighbors was the trail. Early roads were built
with horses and scrapers. Each landowner gave his time

preserved intact. There is no traffic on the old road now.

and edged with a ditch by the local municipal maintainer.
The side roads were made of dirt and hardpan and had
no gravel on them. When it rained or in the spring many
of them became impassable for a time. In 1996 most of
the side roads are covered with gravel and provincial

were returned to the good old days.
On my own farm there is part of an old trail that is
older than the old road I have been writing about. It is
actually a Native trail. They used it long before the white
scttlcrs camc into thc district. Bccausc of its historical
interest, I am trying to preserve it as it is.
Note: Some portion of this road are still in existence
today in the Scotch Bay area.

Early Roads to Modern Highways
Tiails were the early roads of the pioneer, the shortest

in lieu of taxes each year for this purpose. Around the
late 1940's and early 1950's local roads were built up

Its chief value is historical and no doubt it will eventually be absorbed into the farms through which it passes.

It has served its purpose.
Some excerpts taken from the Stonewall Argus arti-

road 4I7 was surfaced in 1995.

cle written on November 9, 1966 by George Watson.
My prediction as to above has long since come to pass.

At present there is not one part of the road that has not
been fenced off or completely obliterated by being absorbed into adjoining fields.
My father homesteaded in Scotch Bay in IBBB. He
Iived to see many great changes take place. He saw the

Canadian National Railway
Reaches the Fourth Siding

first car come into the district, and he saw the first plane
fly over. He would speak of the many arduous trips he
made between Scotch Bay and Winnipeg with horses
and wagon laden with tubs of butter and other farm produce. He would be gone a week or more, sleeping under his wagon at night if the weather was fair, or staying
at a stoþþing house lf it was bad. Meals and lodging could
be had quite cheap, even for those days. One host when
asked for his bill would invariably reply, "Would a quarter hurt you?" Perhaps this is why when asked about the
state of his health he always answered, "I'm rich in health
but poor-r-r in pur-r-rse.'
What an experience it must have been to make this
long journe;r a,s m)/ father did man,rr times. The same
distance can now be covered in a couple ofhours.
When he did reach the city or town he found the market was poor, as there was little demand for farm produce. Therefore, he often returned home with very little
of the necessities of life. I often wonder how the early
settlers existed and what hope they had to sustain them.

Eriksdale Station
Mann contracted to build a railway along the Oak Point Tiail through the Interlake and

In

1901 MacKenzie and

the Canadian Northern Railway bought land for the road-

bed. The original route was to be along the east shore of
Lake Manitoba. A canal was dug for the railway com6

It was recorded "Mr. Oli Hallson came in on the first
train to a¡rive in Eriksdale, December 10, 1910. A slow,
mixed train it was, arriving three times weekly, but by
comparison with other means of transportation, it
brought easy access to the world outside. Now building
materials and settlers poured in, as Eriksdale became the

supply depot for the points North.

In the clipping O\þlrtuniry of a Lifetime it states the
railway came through in 1911. The Article was put out
by the Atgo" Realty Co. Ltd., Wpg., MB.

Oscar Landin (2nd from right) & fencíng crew

A supply ship sank, the plans were abandoned
and the rail right-of-way was never developed.
In 1904 the new line became operational from Winnipeg to Oak Point, the Third Siding.
Later the Canadia¡r Northern amalgamated with the
Grand Tiunk Railway lines and some other branches
under the name of Canadian National Railway.
There are conflicting accounts about when the first
train arrived at the Fourth Siding which later was named
Eriksdale. After much research and sorting of information we have come to the following conclusions:
The grading and building of the road-bed was begun
sometime before or early in 1909 and was completed in
the spring of 1910 to the Fourth Siding and beyond arpany.

riving in Mulvihill, the Fifth Siding, and eventually
Gypsumville in 1911.James Cox was the first permanent
station agent.

Horse drawn jigger

Passenger Trains
It

seems the first official passenger trains began in the

latter part ofJuly 1911 and they continued until Dec. 3,
1955.

The arrival of the railway in 1910 altered the direction of traffic and settlement within the municipality of
Eriksdale. Prior to this, settlement and traffic was concentrated in the western part of the present municipality, and the Colonization road which followed the shore
of Lake Manitoba was the main route which lead travellers by Lily Bay, Pineview and Scotch Bay and northward to the Narrows.

Life of a Railway Man
I've been workíng on the Railroad
all the livelong day
George King started working for the railroad inJuly 1945,
the day after he returned from the war. Quote: "I ran
into Stan Dowsett, the section foreman, the night I returned and he asked, "How would you like to start work
tomorrow morning?" George worked for the railway until
retirement February 1979. In 1954 he worked on the

Hand pumped jigger

At first they ran a mixed train mostly hauling

Mulvihill line, which ran from four miles north of
sup-

plies for the building of the railroad but passengers could
get on if they could find room.

Eriksdale(known as the 90 mile curve) to Ashern. Following are some of his stories about the railway workers
life!
They lived in bunk houses or caboose, which were an

''æ:;...zz?.'a=
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Section house at Mulvihill

train. It would arrive at 6 p.-., so we would all gather at
the railway station, fa¡mers included, some meeting families or friends arriving from Winnipeg.
They would pick up their mail and shop for their groceries before heading for home. Thansportation then was
by horse and buggy. In the winter the farmers travelled
by cutter or sleigh. Horses had bells on their harnesses,
which could be heard for miles, when the farmers were

George King
awftrl mess; smelly with oil on the bare floors, cold, and
you could even see the stars through the boards at night.

A box heater provided their heat and something to cook
on.

They used the jigger to go food shopping every two
weeks. At first the jiggers had no windshields. This made

coming into town.
Freight and rock trains ran frequently during those
years. Rock trains carrying gypsum from Gypsumville
and Steep Rock to Winnipeg. Tiains were controlled by
the station agent who operated the telegraphic commu-

for a very cold ride. Therefore they usually found their
lunch frozen,
One of their jobs was to keep the sides of the track
road-bed clear of brush and grass. This they did by swinging a hand-held scythe. Each man had his own sharpening stone and would cut and then sharpen his stones
through out the day. In a good day three men cleared
about half a mile. In the summer they had to maintain
the track which involved, replacing many ties and tack-

nication.
Tiains stopping to refuel at the Coal-dock. Freight and
rock trains often came around midnight or early in the
morning. Often in the winter the coal would freeze, therefore wouldn't come down the chute. Help was needed.
So the engineer would sound the train whistle to wake
my Dad up for assistance.
The Dzicks returnedJune 1965 and this is what they
said: "The coal-dock was gone, also the station and the
section house, the church was still leaning. It seemed
that with the highway on the out skirts of the town it was

ing loose rails.

The Mulvihill Goal-Dock Foreman
The following ínformation was gleaned from
stories written by the children of Theodore Dzíck.
In September 1915 my dad accepted the offer of ajob as
foreman, operating the Coal-Dock in Mulvihill. He retired May 27, 1950 at the age of 65.
Mr. Loucks worked for the CNR (the B&B gang). Mr.
Mellen was the section foreman,
Our home was close to the Coal-dock and railway
tracks. Passenger trains ran six times a week from Winnipeg. The town folks looked forward to the passenger

creating a ghost town setting."
"\Me were shocked to find very little of the town left.
The Coal-Dock no where to be seen as it was dismantled earlier and a new one built in Camper, which already had a water tower."

I

The Goal-Dock and Water Tower
at Mulvihill and Camper
as told by Alf sanford
"I began working for the railway in 1946. I worked as a
maintenance man until I was transferred to Coal-Dock
Operator in 1950, replacing Andrew Milula Sr. who became the operator for a short time following Theodore
Dzick, In 1946 as maintenance I earned 30 cents/hour
and we worked ten hours a day for six days a week.

Coal dock & box cars
the outside set of wheels hooked into the outside rails on

top. This action would cause the inside set to flare open
and as a result the bottom of the bucket would open and
the coal would drop into the bin. The bin was 86'high
and held 80 tons of coal. It was quite a landmark for the

town of Mulvihill.

After each bucket was loaded I would have to start
the engine which was no easy task. There was a small

tr!

Alf Sanford & section crew

m

I continued to operate the Coal-Dock atMulvihill and
Camper until the steam engine was replaced with diesel
in 1959. I then returned to maintenance and remained
working in this position until I was forced to retire due
to back problems in 1980."

ffi
\r

m l-!

The Operat¡on of the Coal-Dock
Mulvihíll ('19'll to 1959)

u

Coal was shipped in by the carload. Each box car would

hold 43 to 47 tons of coal. On a good day I could unload
a car a day.It all depended on how long it took to shovel
out an opening big enough to get the scoop inside.
I would load the coal into a one ton bucket with eight
wheels. It had a set of four wheels on the inside and a set
of four wheels on the outside of the bucket, It was pulled
up the long incline of track leading to the top of the tower
by a cable which ran from the engine shed up the side of
the coal bin and down the incline to the bucket. The
inside set of wheels followed the track up the incline to
the top of the tower. Once the bucket reached the top

-
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Mulvihíll Coal Dock ('1943)

I

window in the engine

would be loading coal. In all the excitement no one

I looked out,
Fueling up the engines
was usually done by the
engineer and his men.

thought to move the train. We spent hours chipping away
at the ice to free the train.

However very often in the

This dock was only 66 feet high and hcld 60 tons of cool.
It was slightly different than the old Dock. It was covered with aroof which helped to keep the snow and rain
out. This helped to prevent it from icing up as often.
It had a much more user friendly engine to power the
cables and the controls could be operated from thc cngine house saving steps and time going back and forth.

house which

The Gamper Coal-Dock

winter the coal would
freeze up and they would

need assistance. Many a
time at midnight or early
morning I would hear the
three toots of the engine Coal dock cable and
pulley
whistle signal me to help.
This meant I had to dress
in my coal clothes, a set of overalls kept only for this job
would cover the rest and off I'd go. On returning home
my clothes would be pungent with the smell of the coal.
So off they came and to the wash stand

The "Y" Track
The Y track was the name given to the turn around track

for the trains. There was a Y Tiack at Oak Point, Steep
Rock and Gypsumville. Mainly Rock Tþains would go to
Steep Rock and passenger trains continued to

I'd go and even-

tually back to bed.
This coal-dock operated from about 1911 to 1950. It
was then moved to Campcr, sincc thc watcr towcr was
already in Camper it would be more feasible to have the
coal bin there as well, This sounded good in theory, but
in reality it was a costly move for the CNR. In nine years

Gypsumville which was the end of this line.

The First Telegraph Line
The line was to be constructed from Selkirk through the
area west of Eriksdale coming north through SE 26-216W to Section2-22-7W and gong west across Lake Manitoba Narrows on to Edmonton.
The construction crews driving north with two wheel
carts crossing Section 2-22-7W got shrck in a swamp.
They threw off all the wire and left it there.
Years later Annie Stevenson (Forsyth) remembers seeing the wire still around in some areas,'Although I don't
remember seeing any poles. I've read articles regarding
the line in books from the library."
Quote: "The line was not a success - in the east the
poles often rotted off in the muskegs while further west
they were downed by the buffalo rubbing on them."
Anne: "I was often warned to be careful while riding
horseback when hunting cattle in a certain area as there
was much wire there - however I always felt that the
thick high pea ainewould have been as much of a danger

time this new dockwas also shut down due to the change

from steam engines to diesel run engines.

It took about a year to use up the old supply of coal in
the Mulvihill coal bin, eventually all that was left was
consolidated coal that had formed a large clump at the
bottom. In trying to get the last of the coal from the bin
we tried to tip it out by cutting off a couple of the 16 legs
which it stood on. When this didn't work a few more
where cut until it finally fell over breaking the remaining legs which were actually timbers. The building was
dismantled and sold to Fred Thorkleson of Lundar who
uses it for a granary to this day.

What happened to the Coal-Dock? Well it was disassembled and now stands as a granary in a field between

Deerhorn and Lundar.

to entangle the horse's feet,

Water Towers

Jack Ross told me that this line went through their
area when they lived in Macross-South Head district. I
was always sorry I had never learned more of this as
local history while at school.
I was always under the impression the people tended
to settle nearby the line - expecting when the CN was
extended it would follow much the same route." It didn't!
Note: The telegraph came with the railroad!

It

seems there were water towers at Lake Francis,
L)eerhorn, Camper and Moosehorn. The Camper water
tower was one of four towers that existed from Winni
peg to Gypsumville. The tower at Camper held about
25,000 gallons of water and weighted about 1500 pounds,

Every once in awhile the reservoir on the train would
overflow if left unattended while the coal-dock foreman
10

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ERIKSDALE
Location/Name

land helped to sustain them with its bounty of game,
fowl, fish, berries, good water and plentiful supply of

The first white settlers in the area now known as Eriksdale, were Swedes arriving in 1905. They walked from
Oak Point the end of the rail line.

wood for shelter and warmth. Soon many quarters were
taken. Entrepreneurs saw the opportunity for the development of businesses to serve the homesteaders. Roads
were developed, schools and churches built, businesses
established and socials clubs formed. Soon there was
need for organization. In 1918 the RM of Eriksdale was
formed.
With faith and determination many found in Eriksdale, the oþþortuniQ of a lifetine. An article found by the
Bobier family in 1988, after Richard Bobier passed away.
He probably received it in about 1925.

Homesteaders Ben and Minerva Laird provided a stop

off eating place known as Lairdsville after 1908. As the
railway wound its way northward Lairdsville became
known as the fourth sidingit being the fourth stop after
Oak Point - finally becoming Eriksdale afterJonas Erik
(Manny) Erikson family who had owned land where
Eriksdale was built (MOD pages 69, 95,99, 106)
Homesteaders, lured by the promise of good land at
a cheap price, found stony, sometimes ma¡shy land, difficult to farm. Those who stayed learned to adapt. The

THE OPPORTUNITY OF Ä LIFETIME
Eriksdale is situated on the Oak Point - Gypsumville line, eighty-six miles from Winnipeg, within four hours'run from the
best market in the Dominion, making it an ideal farming community for both mixed farming and grain growing.
The Town of Eriksdale is beautifully situated and presents a thriving appearance to anyone stepping off the train, which
arrives daily. With fìve general stores, Eriksdale is in a position to cater to all it's community needs, making it unnecessary to
send away for anything; together with three implement agents who carry a large stock of repairs, also new goods; and added to
this a twenty-four hour train service, there is no delay in meeting any and all of the farmer's requirements. Again, there is a
creamery where the farmer can drive into town and get the highest market price for butter-fat, receive "cash", which allows
him to spend his money to the best advantage. Added to the above advantages you have a 25,000 bushel capacity elevator, also
a loading platform where three cars can be loaded at once. The Imperial Oil Company has three large oil tanks, with a capacity
of 15,000 gallons of gasoline and kerosene, together with a large warehouse for lubricants, which is the supply house for the
seventy-five tractor farmers already in the district. There is the Standard Bank, which is ever ready to assist the farmers in any
undertaking that will be beneficial to the farming community, such as helping the farmer with winter stock feeding; buy more
milk cows; get in a better class of grain, and many other things, besides doing a general banking business. There is also a
veterinaryr general blacksmith, doctor, butcher, baker, harness maker, drug store, lumber yards, barber shop, livery barns, two
hotels, two churches, rural and high school, and indeed everything that goes to make up an ideal town.
The greatest proof that this is a first-class district is that the above enterprises have come during the past twelve years, as
when the railway came through in 1911 there was practically nothing at this point.
A trunk road is built right through the Municipality under the good roads system, a distance of twenty-fìve miles, with the
branch roads leading into the best parts of the district. Sixteen miles west lies Lake Manitoba, where the settlers along the shore
derive an added amount to their revenue from fish which is shipped fresh direct to Chicago and other eastern points. It is also
along this lake and two or three inland lakes, for a depth of six or eight miles, that is best adapted to mixed farming, and it is
here that several ranches have as many as one hundred head of cattle on them.
As a grain growing district Eriksdale has always been able to produce grain equal to any district in Manitoba, and has
yielded within one and a half bushels per acre of the best districts in the province, where land is quoted at three times the price
it is in this district. What is more, the chance of destruction to crops is not so great as in other localities, the lake to the west
shields us from early frosts and in 1924 the rate for hail was the lowest of any district in the Dominion.
Eriksdale has every facility that any community can desire. Schools are within easy reach of each and every home, also
Rural Post Offices at all convenient points. Good water is easily obtained at from 12 to 30 feet, and ideal soil, free from alkali,
also plenty of good prairie hay. In short, a most desirable community for any homeseeker.
For further particulars, apply to,

THE ARGUE REALTY CO. LIMITED,
606 Sterling Bank Bldg., Winnipeg.
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Rutherford's office, situated where Diane's Hair Salon is
today; later it was moved to the south side of town east of
Ray Grandmont's garage, (the site of Ben and Minerva
Laird's log house). In the 1950's the old Sharþe Howewas
acquired for a municipal office; currently owned by Bob
Lundale east of Shop Basy store. In 1968 a, new mr¡nicipal office was built on the SW corner of Main St; and lst

Formation of the Municipality
The RM of Eriksdale was named after the town, consists
of 367 sections of land in Townships 21 and 22. The municipality was formed in 1918; there are four wards divided at the Township line, going north and south; going
east and west the dividing line is between Ranges 5 and 6
- known as the Hartfield Road. Each wa¡d has an elected
councillor with the reeve elected from the entire municipality.

Ave.

St. George
Elections write up in the Free Press, Tuesday Feb 9,

1915

Sigfusson

Taylor

(Lib.)

(Con.)

11

18

5 - Lundar

104

55

6 - Parkview

52

41

7 - Deerhorn School

35

39

I

77

50

9 - Eastland

22

33

12 - Mulvihill School

43

33

17 - Camper

24

101

Poll No.

4 - Clarkleigh

- Ericksdale (note spelling)

Manitoba Free Press, Winnipeg, Monday, May
Electoral Division of St. George.

Municipal Office
Reeves

1918 to 1996

Alex J. Forsyth

1918 to 1922

James Forsyth

1922 to 1927

James Spence

1927 to 1929

A.J. Morton

1

1931to 1934

S.D.B. Stephanson

17, 1915.

May 1 5, at the school house, Ericksdale. (again!)
May 17, at Eastland School.
May 18, at the store of the Armstrong Trading Co.,
Mulvihill.
May 19, at the house of Charles Fawcett, on section
36-22-7 W.
May 20, at the store of A. Sender, Camper.
May 21 , at St. Stephanson's house, on section
33-22-9W.
May 22, at the house of W.D. Tranter, on section
16-23-7 W.

George Slaughter

1

934 to 1 936

John Lindell Sr.

1

936 to 1 948

Mabel Allen

1

948 to 1 95O

John Sigurdson

1

950 to 1 952

Dan McFadyen

1

952 to 1 954

Gilbert R. Duncan

1

954 to 1 97O

Gordon Smith

1

97O

Robert Lundale

1

989 to 1 993

Dave McLelland
Homesteaders patented many quarters in the early 1900's.

Administration

The heavy influx of settlers and returned soldiers through

929 to 1 931

1

to 1 989

993 to present
1918 to 1996

to 1922

the Soldiers Settlement Plan, took up all the quarter sec-

John Sharpe

1918

tions in the surveyed lands creating a need for local gov-

Lou Madden

1992 to 1927

ernment. Unorganized was no longer sufficient.
The fìrst municipal office was located just east of the
Orange Hall - where Helen's sewing and Such shop is in
1996. The fire of 1928 demolished all municipal records.
The office of the RM was located in lawyer Herbert

Frederick Todd

1928 - acting

Herbert S. Rutherford

L2

1

928 to 1 959

Kenneth Rutherford

1959 to 1991

Debra Surgenor

1991 to present

z

*>
l*

Present Reeve of
RM of Eriksdale,
Dave McLelland

z
First Reeve Alex Forsyth, wife Nettíe, Bill & Jean
Ward 2

Ward 3

Ward 4

George Monkman

Bob Harley

1918

William Weatherburn
1918

Willaim Goodridge

1918

Ward

1

-

191

I

no further records until 1 931

Tom Daily
1931 ro 1938

Henning Tegelberg

1931 ro 1944

Arthur Lindell
948 to 1 950

Peter Sidwall
'1942 ro 1947

Gilbert R. Duncan

R.W. Durnin
1948 to 1951

Arthur Tompkins
1 952 to 1 956

E.C. (Toss) Skelding

Robert Logan

Doug Watson

John Warren
1931 to 1944

George Havard

John Sigurdson

1944to 1948

1

1951 to 1964

1

Dan Bottrell
1

964 to 1 970

1

Dan Rawluk
97O to 1 975

1947 to 1949
Arne Branstrom
1 949 to 1 951

956 to 1 964

Edwin Ryden
964 1o 1 97O

1955 to 1978
Philip Beckman

R.C Miller

1972 to 1981

Leslie Lindell

Wayne Kaartinen
1981 to 1983

Campbell Forsyth

Bryan Saunders

Jack Hogue
1995 to present

Harry Grandberg
1 995 to present

1

1

1

983 ro 1 990
Bradley Blue

1

Ted Richtik
953 to 1 957

990 to present

l3

978 to 1 984

984 to 1 995

957 to 1 973

Lorne Boss

Risdon Pool

1970 1o 1972

Victor Hogue

986 to 1 995

1

Syd Rushforth
1 973 to 1 983

1951 to 1955

Robert Mclntosh

949 to 1 953

1

Robert Kingsley

1

1

Henry Linnosier

appointed

1975 to 1986

1

1931 ro 1 939

1

1

983 ro 1 986

Arne Lindell
986 to present

1953: A weigh scale was purchased & installed south

of

the Creamery.

History of the RM of Eriksdale
Since the records of all municipal meetings were burned

1962: A building was erected over the weigh scale. foot
note: Fred Almond had installed a set of Aylmer

in the fìre of 1928 and records up to 1942 are unavail-

Team Scales before any elevators were built in the

sidíng(MoD ps

ahle, comment on these years is all that can be made.

from

91)

to L924 werc years of considerable
growth and the tax base was fairly high with the influx

1958: Small grants were made to needy persons

of settlers and soldiers. There was an attempt to better
conditions by building some roads.

1962:

Years

1918

in the RM

Munc 29.11 mills

1974:

Approval was granted to Elsie Strong's
subdivision for a tailer Court

r975: Levy was included in taxes for a Veterinary Clinic
in Lundar. Footnote: The first enquiry had been
sent to Siglunes and Lundar in 1950.
r981: A grant was split between the Community Club
and New Horizons.
1988: A letter was sent to the License Board requesting

use

of

Photo Identification

on

driver's

licenses.
1989: Council petitioned the Water Services Board and
1990:

PFRA to supply a well and tank loader in town.
A riding tractor lawn mower arid a disc mower
for the larger tractor were purchased.

1990: Grantswere made to the playground and McEwen

councillors were designated Ward Weed

Park committees.

of
youth was hired, summer students were hired
until 1996.

1992: Labour Coordinator/summer employment

Inspectors.

1944: Most minutes dealt

with land

leases, sales or

transfers.

1947: Manitoba Hydro was requested to electrify
Eriksdale & Deerhorn
1949: Total bounty paid on wolves was $595.
1950: Application was made to have an Agricultural
Representative located at Eriksdale.
19.52: Petttlon was seflt to Provlncial Government to not
allow coloring of margarine.
1953: Total bounty paid on wolves was $176.5.
1953: Grants were made to Picnic Grounds, Red Cross,

Cemetery,

of

quarter sections making most of the RM revenue
bearing in taxes.
t972: Approval was given for the Dave Surgenor sub
division.
t973: Tenders were called for sale of Clydebank,
Macross and Nord Schools.

Excerpts from Council Meetings
Nl

and

1965: Laird and Beckwith bought up a large number

Business 32.23 mills
Sewer levy .119 nrills
Owing to depression, drought world conditions, poor
land, farming methods and the inability of many to eke
out a living, there was a gradual exodus from the area
during the years up to 1940. The tax base went down
and during this time many were unable to pay the small
assessment on their land. Consequentþ there was little
money to improve roads or any other benefìcial works.
With the advent of WWII there was a slight improvement in the ability of people to pay taxes; the municipality still owned a great deal of land. Some of it was
leased for haying purposes.
Since the end of WWII there has been a steady improvement in the ownership of land; in 1996 there is
practically no land open for sale. Thus, with the revenue
of the municipality increasing, money is available to
make improvements to roads, municipal equipment fire
fighting equipment and sewage disposal.

1942:

A vote was called to allow restaurants

beverage rooms to serve liquor - passed by the
electorate (voters).

Education Täx 22.19 mill
Gen.

living

Muncícpal Banner
1993: Preparations were made to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the RM of Eriksdale of September
4, held on Oct. 2.

Rink, Community Centre,

Salvation Army.

t4

1994: Council supported the Museum Board in their
purchase of the Eriksdale Creamery to be set up
as

a

Creamery Museum

1994: Motion passed to support Computer Node
(internet hookup) to the maximum of $10,000.
1970: A sewer disposal system was discussed and passed.
l97l: Harry Granbergwas hired as Sewer Maintenance

Man.
1995:J.S. Sigfusson was rewarded the construction
contract of the Sewer Lagoon expansion. The
original refuse dump was just south of the Eriks-

Hwy #6 north of Deerhorn

dale Cemetery. It was moved to 2 miles south of
corner of Hwy #6 and #68.
1995: Council will proceed with developing the new
waste disposal on NW 2L-21-5W

Roads 1942-1995

Near John A. Lindell's,
Ralph Juer on the maintainer
most travelled; some were built by patrol, some
by cat and scraper; most on a 50-50 cost basis with
the Manitoba government.
1954: June: Ma¡ritoba government was asked to help
rebuild flooded roads on a 50-50 basis.
1955: Due to widespread flooding and washed out roads
the RM asked to be declared a disaster area.

Rumely building road north of Hartfield
Fred Gumbrill, Bob Cowdery & Harry Morley
tg42 Statute Labour - a system which allowed people
to work off a portion of their assessed taxes by
building up low spots on nearby roads - usually
with horses and scraper. This was the first system
of road building in the area. See Bylaw 1936.
1945: March: Provincial highways department were
requested to snowplow the west road to the lake,

the Scotch Bay road, the east road to Poplarfield
on a 50-50 basis. Later an application was made
to do $4000 on road work on a 50-50 basis.
1947: Motion passed to pay the allotted share of the cost
of the road from #6 Hwy to Vogar.
t954: An effort was being made to develop a Grid or
cross section of roads - with priority going to the

Water flooded in from the east
1961: Emphasis on gravelling roads to prevent their
deterioration - with minimal road construction.
1964: Moved to request Provincial Government to
15
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Road to the lake flooded 1952

Flash flood in Eríksdale,

lst. Ave.

reroute #68 from PineTiee corner, down #6 east
to Kopec's corner
1968: Moved to blacktop all Railway avenue and first
block of Main Street in Eriksdale
1974: The Provincial Government was requested to give
a grant for paving more streets in Briksdale.
1982: Provincial Road #417 was rebuilt from Briksdale
to Lake Manitoba.
l9BB & 1990: Sidewalks were built in town.

1987, 1988,

&

1990: Requests were made to the

Provincial Government to blacktop PR #417.
1994: Council met with MLA Harry Enns and Minister

of Highways Glen Finlay to

discuss the

lobbying (letters, petitions, & phone calls) by the
public for the paving of #417. A favourable

Hwy #6 at Deerhorn, 1955

answer was received.

1995: The road to the lakewas surfaced.
Drainage ditches have been constructed and spring runoff can now be controlled.

Floods
The winter of 1954-55 dropped

117 inches

of snow on

the RM. Come spring Pr.# 4L7 was under water at the
corner of #418. It was a long deep stretch that vehicles
travelled through, each time with hope to make it to the
other side. Water laid over the road for many weeks.
1955: InJune the Provincial Governmentwas requested
to declare the RM of Eriksdale a disaster area due to widespread flooding and washed out roads,
1974: Council minutes noted there was considerable
flood damage to roads

Graders/Snowplows 1949-1996
1949: The fìrst municipal pahol was a tractor type
equipped with a blade - purchased from Piggott
Tiactor Equipment.
1950: Reeve Sigurdson, Councillor Lindell went to
Winnipeg to check feasibility of purchasing a
grader;decision was postponed until spring
1951: March:

A Caterpillar Motor Grader #12

was

ordered from Powell Equipment: later a snowplow
18

Storm in 1996

Municipal snowplow hit bY a train, operator ok
¿q;41 ..

was purchased.

1955: November: The Patrol was destroyed in a

collision with a train - operatorJim Havard was
not critically injured. A new #12 Patrol was
ordered from Powell. All road blocked and
storms continued. (See grader days)
1960: Motion to erect a garage for the Patrol: further to

Roads blocked often

ín 1996

purchase a new #14 Cat Patrol at $14,000.
1966: A new #14 Cat Patrol and plow were purchased
for $24,000 with trade-in.
1984: A new #14G Caterpillar Patrol was purchased
from Powell Equipment for $101,000 with trade

in. A ripper was also purchased for the grader.
1988: An addition was added to the grader shop.
1989: A new #14G Cat Grader was purchased for
$OS,0OO with trade in of old grader and ripper.
1992: A new wing was purchased for the grader.
1994: A new Cat #14G Grader, plow and wing were

Roads cleared by dozer & snowplow '1996

purchased from Powell Equipment, $¡¿0,000.

Grader Operators
Gus

:.2

Gleich

1949 - 1951

Jim Forsyth 1951 - 1952

RalphJuer
Jim Havard
Jim Forsyth

1,

1952- Ig54
1954 - 1955

1955- 1956

John Van der Linde 1956 - 1958
Leona¡d Heroux 1958- 1964
Ray Dowsett 1964-1991

Marvin Thorgilson 1991-present
Lyle Hannon 1996-casual

Snowplowed road
I 964

Bulldozer pushed up
snow in 1979
19

Grader Days
by Jim Forsyth
RM of Eriksdale had a small
tlactor-type road blader and there was a lot of public
agitation for a regular patrol and snowplow. A public

In the spring of

1951, the

rrreetirrg was called aud l"he result was that a #L2 grader
ancl snowplow were bought from Powell Equipment in

Winnipeg. I applied for the job of operator and, on getting the job, I left the Manitoba Highways Branch, where
I had worked for five years. There was a lot of work to
be done, since a lot of the grades were overgrown with
willows on the sides ancl there were a lot of holes and
hollows in the roads, There was also a lot of roads to be
built and where possible we set out to build the most
urgent of these in a more or less temporary fashion. It
was possible to build a mile of grade in two days, not the
greatest of roads, but quite passable, and plowable. On
January I, 1952, I started Central Motors, but I agreed
to run the snowplow for the winter. It was a relatively
easy winter and with the assistance of Thor Sigurdson,
we had no great problems to clear the road all in one
long day, When spring arrived, my duties with the municipality were done and someone else took over as op-

Way to go - in the snow

erator,

In

in great quantities on October
10th. We all thought it would go but it didn't oblige us.
1955 snow came

Jim Havard was busy plowing the snow when the plow
was hit by a train at the crossing just north of town. The
grader was demolished, but thankfullyJim was not badly
a new grader but could
not get delivery until some time in the new year. In the
meantime, the roads were all block and in some cases,
not even negotiated by horses! Powell Equipment supplied a rented ancient # 12 grader and plow, rented from

hurt. The council set about getting

it

G.

Games People Play - lce & Snow 1996

built by Mark Struzina

Grader Shop
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teasurer until an audit of Municipal funds was
completed after the fire.
By-Law 1928: was passed to borrow $18,OOO from the
Standard Bank to pay off the obligations to the

Berriger Contractors and Donny Malcolm brought it up
a few days before Christmas. Reeve Bert Duncan asked
me to run the plow for the winter and I thought that I
had nothing to lose because if the roads were all blocked
we would have nothing to do at the garage anyway
Donny and I started out west about 3 pm and got as
far as Hartfield by 10 pm. The next day we got to Broadway and on the third we got to Clydebank School. The
next day saw us get to the lake and start back to try widening the road, which in some places was just an impossibility. We finally got most of the roads open, but were
unable to get through on the road south of Clydebank
and west on the Deerhorn line. These roads had to wait
until spring. The new grader c¿ìme up about the middle
ofJanuary and it seemed that we no sooner got the roads
cleared that it snowed and blocked them again.John Van

School Districts.

There were many byJaws around this time to give
title of land to Manitoba Farm Loans for land in default
of payment. Most of these amounts owing were less than
$zoo.
By-Law 321 - 1928: A shop closing by-law stated
hours of business, not opening before Sam
closing at7 pm and Saturdays at 9 pm, on
Thursday close at 1 pm. The Bank had adopted
this half holiday during the months ofJune,
July, and August, instead of the usual half
holiday on Saturdays.
Footnote: Ad from 1931 Fair Book: This By-Law
has already resulted in a greater community spirit,
and nearly all picnics and outings are now held
on Thursdays. The co-operation of all is asked
towards rigid observance of this By-Law. Your
merchant does not desire to be obliged to refuse
to serve you.
Footnote: #321 was repealed in 1993.
By-Law 1929: That Dog Licenses cost $.25 for males and
$1 for females. Amended in 1938 to $.10 for each

der Linde was working with me on the new outfit and
we put in very long days, often staring at7am, and finishing up at 10 or 11 pm.
After the middle of February, the snow and blowing
let up and we were able to get caught up and tried our
best to widen most of the banks. Some of the drifts were
piled over 10 feet high and more than one spot was only

the width of the plow. Near Clydebank, we could not
get the snow high enough to get it over the bank and to
push it through the cut for about 200 yards. Can you
imagine going 20 miles an hour, hitting a snow bank
and going six inches into it? That's what you call tough
going pal! I hope I never see a winter like that again. By
the end of the winter the plow was a total wreck and
John had to rebuild most of it. Oh! The joys of the open

dog.

By-Law 1930:Jack Mills was named Constable.
1930: Municipality was divided into Wards, each
councillor to be Road Commissioner and Path
Master for his area.
1930: There were many defaults to Soldiers

road! Well, we did open most of theml

Settlement Board

Health Care

By-Law 1931: To forgive many taxes. Payment of

1975: District Health board was formed.J,L. Whitney
served on it for three years. Ruth Lindell
served on it for 12years.
1975: Ambulance service was setup with RM of Siglunes

80/o

of

taxes was accepted as partial payment.

that horses must be
restrained by a weight not less than25 pounds or
kept in control by a person over 15 years.
By-Law 1932: Pound and Poundkeepers regulations
1931: Horse tether law -

From the By-Laws

passed.

By-Law #1 1918: was to regulate council proceedings
By-Law #2 1918:June: was to allocate offices (duties) to
various councillors.
By-Law #5 pertained to where and what kind of fences
could and must be built.

By-Law 1934: A borrowing by-law to get money to buy
seed grain and fodder for some farmers.
By-Law 1935: passed to allow taxpayers to pay only $50
in taxes on any parcel of land.
By-Law 1936: Tiues could be paid half in cash, half in
road work.
By-Law 1937: Redemption of land under Ti¡x Sale could
be made by arranged instalments.

By-Law 1922: to allow for tax sale of lands.
By-Law 1928: Fredrick Todd, an assistant to the
Provincial Auditor was proclaimed Secretary/

2I

1920: Bush fires swept through the Mulvihill area of

the Interlake in the summer. Citizens of

Fire

Winnipeg rallied, sending boxes of clothing to

The first fire vehicle was a trailer and Wisconsin pump
engine bought with the co-operation of the Board of
Tiade, It was hitched to any truck available. This was

the needy sufferers.
1929: A huge brush fire came through the Tipperary
area (east and north of Eriksdale). It raged for
miles burning haystacks and timberland for
weeks. Women fed the fire fighters and some men
with tractors plowed furrows to help others save
haystacks and buildings.
1989: May: Volunteers from Mennonite churches

used until Reeve Bert Duncan happened to follow it
down the road to a lire at Mathurin Lestrats and saw by
its weaving progress that it was really inadequate for the

job.
1958: motion: municipality share 50-50 with Chamber
of commerce, the cost of fire fighting equipment
not to exceed $500.
1965: Council purchased a 1959 truck and had a tank
and pump installed; Volunteers were organized
to fight fires.
1966: Fire Hall was built. 1980: An addition was built
on Fire Hall.

journeyed to the Mulvihill, Camper, Ashern
areas to help cleanup after brush fires destroyed
17

homes. They cleared debris from barns and

homes levelled during the fire; helped to dispose

of dead cattle, and replaced burned fencing for

cattle ranchers. Food, clothing, bedding,
appliances and furniture were donated to fire
victims.

Fires in Eriksdale
Fire was an ever present danger in the early days. A fire
started in Malberg's hotel kitchen

in

1920.

With only a

pump in the corner and men with buckets to carry water, the fire was soon out of control.
People were rushing about, carrying things out of the
confectionery next door. One man saw the big metal
tube containing compressed air, used to carbonate
drinks. He picked it up and moved it away, but laid it
down on its side when a companion said,"Oh, that's

Fire Hall
1970: A 3-phone Fire Alarm System was installed.

iron it won't burn."

l98l:

Council purchased a 1978 GMC from G.K, Smith
& Sons with tank to replace Fire Truck,
1984: MTS was asked to supply a paging system for the
Fire Fighters.
1992: Four new pagers were bought for the Fire Dept.
1988: A Fire fighting agreement was made with the LGD
of Grahamdale for the Mulvihill area.
1989: Application was made to the Disaster Relief Fund

Across the street north spectators stood on a heavy

plank platform watching the fire. In the music store behind them a young man, named Adams was busily carrying music supplies into the lane behind, 'Just in case,"
Suddenly something unseen whizzed by them with
an odd whistling sound, then a voice screamed, ttl've
been shot."
Mr. Adams was literally disemboweled. He remained
conscious for an hour with his wife near and the doctor
caring for him before he died.
A day or two later the metal tube was found for the
compressed air that had exploded tearing a path across
the street, through the shop to the lane behind, wounding Mr. Adams as it passed. What a tragic twist of Fate.

to help defray the costs of fire fighting the
Erilcsdale to Ashern Fire.

1994: Brian Bottrell appointed Fire Chief. Harry
Cranberg resigned.
1995: Accepted tender for a new pumper truck for fire
department from Fort Garry Industries
Over the years there has been steady improvement
in the area of Fire fighting.
1911: (See MOD,pg. 162)

(See
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MOD pg.

102)

I Homeless, $51,000

LossAs Fire Hits Eriksdale
Eriksdale, MB, Dec.2 (Speciat)--- Fire, breaking
out at 8:40 p.m. Thursday in the Eriksdale Trading
store, levelled four buildings, causing an estimated

Cemeteries used in Eriksdale Area
Eriksdale Cemetery

owned by the store; a combined restaurant and board-

NB 33-21-5W Chris Laird homesteaded this quarter section of land and donated a piece of land in the NE corner for the cemetery. Mr Berg is the first person buried
there. There are 4 unknown children's graves, maybe

ing house owned and operated by Mrs. J. H. Mills
and a garage used for storing trucks owned by John

Mary Laird is one.
Grave Site

Forsyth, Sr.

Bob Evans ashes were buried in the corner of his farm

No one was injured.
Cause of the fire, which is believed to have started
near an oil pump at the rear of the store, has not yet

27-2r-5W.

$5 1,000 damage and leaving eight persons homeless.

The buildings destroyed were the Eriksdale Trading, owned by Sam Migicovsþ, Winnipeg;

a

feed shed

Nord Cemetery

nearly $40,000. Damage to the restaurant and boarding house was estimated at $10,000 while damage to

SE 16-22-6W J.H. Soli donated the land for this cemetery in the middle of the east side of the quarter. The
fìrstburial was his son, Edwin Soli in 1909. He had been
killed in a logging accident. In the early 1920's the community built a fence around the cemetery which still
stands in 1996. The corner posts and gate have been

the garage was set at $1,000.

replaced. The name was given by Mr. Nord, a close friend

been determined.

Mr. Migicovsky, who was in Eriksdale at the time
of the fire, estimated the damage to his building at

The fire was first noticed by Tom Chyzzy. He notified the manager of the store Bob Lundale, and Mr.
Migicovsky but they were unable to save anything because of the dense smoke.

of the Family.

Tennyson

All Hallows Cemetery

NW 32-22-7W. Mrs. AnnieJohnson donated two acres
in the northwest corner of her land for use asi a cem-

Firefighters were able to save most of the contents

etery. Mr. NormanJohnson is the first person buried there

in the rooming house and garage before they were

in 1955. The ladies of the Tennyson district raised funds
through bazaa¡s to remodel a building into the All Hallows Anglican Church (1956) from which the cemetery
gets its name. The cemetery is fenced and has a gate
sign. There are twelve people buried in this cemetery.
Caretakers are Doreen and Ron Knight and Walter
Wright.
Grave Site
in Tennyson area, on homestead of B.L. Taylor - NW 1922:7W. His son Lloyd Taylor, crippled since birth died
in the early spring of 1936. The family couldn't get to
the cemetery, they dug at the end of the garden where
the land was soft and buried Lloyd. His brotherJoe and
Bob living in BC requested cremation and to be buried
beside Lloyd. All graves are marked with headstones.
Scotch Bay All Saints Cemetery
NE 15-21-7W Mr. Edmund Fleming Watson Sr. donated
land in the northeast corner of his quarter where an
Anglican Church could be built and an area used as a
cemetery. A baby of Herb and Myrtle Watson was the
first burial there in 1939, followed by McKelvey Watson,
age 20 and Alexandrina Penny, age 72 in L944. There

destroyed.

A bucket brigade using water and

snow

saved a church 60 feet east of the garage.

The hotel, a restaurant, and lumber yard office
across the street were scorched by the intense heat.

Windows in the lumber yard office were cracked.
Although no one was injured by the fire, eight persons living in the rooming house, were left homeless.
The Eriksdale Trading store, built in 1909, was the
oldest store in Eriksdale. The rooming house and restaurant was formerly a hotel in Eriksdale.

Most of the damage is believed covered with insurance.

Eriksdale is 87 miles north of Winnipeg on highway No. 6.

Other fires in Eriksdale
Heroux Bros. Store in 1956
Eriksdale Recreation Centre (Rink) 1965
Northwinds Motel and Restaurant
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In 1982 the local
community pulled together to replace the old fence with
a new picket fence..Harold Lamb andJohn Brown supplied the gate with the name on it. Women fed the workers and painted the fence. Wayne Blue repainted it in
1985 under a municipal summer gr¿rnt. Funds were raised
by memorials and donations.
Grave Site in Scotch Bay area, on NW 2-21-7W on
land presently owned by Dan and Margo Watson.
Fredrick Edmund Watson born April 11,1894 died May
29,1895 son of Edmund Fleming Sr. and Alice Watson.
He had swallowed a bean into his windpipe, developed

Grave Site at Lily Bay
NE 17-20-6W owned by George Lundy. George's father
Joseph lived his later years with his son here, died
April,1892. Three weeks later when returning from a
business trip to Winnipeg George got lost during a severe snowstorm April 27,1892 and perished near
Reaburn. Both he and his father are buried on his own
farm, as there was no cemetery in the district.
St. Cuthberts Anglican Lily Bay Cemetery
NE 33-20-6W on Broadwaynear the Deerhorn line. The
quarter was sub-divided wìth ten acres for use by the

pneumonia and passed away.

some older graves. When bulldozing bush around the

Grave Site
Exhuming story in Scotch Bay, seeJohn Penny story.
Grave Site
in Scotch Bay - SW 28-2L-7W Thomas MalcolmJr. approximately seven years old, eldest son of Thomas
Malcolm died shortly after he came to Scotch Bay 1890.
A small spruce tree south of the house planted on his

cemetery some graves were lost: Andrews, Brewster,
Scoby were some.

arc 49 people buried there to 1996.

grave remained

a

Church and Cemetery. In later years trees grew up among

Old Cemetery
SW 4-21-4W - before 1910 llhere are nine people buried there twenty years ago. Bob Desjarlais, his son, a
Pagee, and a Lamoureux erected a painted cross and
fence around the cemetery.

landma¡k along the Colonization Road

for over forty years.

l¡tm ñ.Ltrg Patmont thl! lfot¡cc murt b! Pfoducod,
Mst bc Mrdr Pay¿blô .t th. St¡¡dúd But of Cmade'

Abbeville Cemetery

Alt Choquc¡

NW 32-20-4W situated 2 miles east of the northwest corner. A French family named Pelican donated the land
for the cemetery. Dumas Pelican was the first to be buried there, Abbeville Roman Catholic Church was built
by the local people on 4-21-4W in R.M. of Coldwell and
moved to the cemetery yard. Many people from Eriksdale Municipality are buried in Abbeville as it is the nearest Roman Catholic Cemetery.
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RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ERIKSDALE
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1923
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Mulvihill Cemetery

Rqù hc¡tuq¡t 6 dll.e ¡,..................\
co@l Mutdpål R¡rêrt D nnh 6 ¡............. .t
ro"*..........
MunicipâI Comm¡stonø'r l¿vr rt 3 miur on 1........1
Gæd

SE 12-23-6W located east of Mulvihill. Land was donated by Albert Pedersen. Frank Sanford six years old,
son of Charles Rueben Sanford was the first to be buried in the northeast corner. He died from a ruptured
appendix in 1909.
Grave Site
near Mulvihill. A huge rock with a plaque marks a memorial to Elsie Allen(Johnson) who was cremated.
Lily Bay Cemetery
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SE 21-20-6W on the southeast corner of Broadway and
PR #419 - 80 acres of land was tlonated by Bert Lundy
for the Union (later United) Church in 1906 and used
for a cemetery in 1912. Susan Ealing died suddenly Oct.
6, 1908 and was the first person burried in Lily Bay
Church yard.
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Centenníal Celebrations ( I 97 O)
Patty Forsyth, Ed Bottrell, Barbie Blue, Cheryl
Miller, Diane Watson, Janíce Kaartínen, Shelley
Duncan, Michael Rushforth, Eunice Kehler

¡r lír fru.
frhl¡ùük, llün.
ãrpfrurhÚ l¡¡t&,

fl¿l

llt¡. f.

Aù¡n¡¡.

Letter edged ín black

t,.'.'.aZi1t,

3-room school, Forsyth's barn (below school),
station house, hotel, flour and feed buílding
(lower right)

There is no time lÍke the

Hallson's lmplements, Almond & Son's store,
Butcher Shop, S.D.B. Stephenson's store
(general merchant)

present.
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VETERANS
A Canadian War Bride
by Anne Zasitko (Weatherburn-Lyons)
I was nineteen years old when my girlfriend and I were
working (Sewing?) on the uniforms for the troops in Glasgow, Scotland. We got the notion to join the Woops Air
Force. We applied but there were no openings on the
Air Force Army or the Land Army. We decided to join
the ATS. This was in November of 1941. We did various
jobs including Abek working on a machine that told the
planes where to shoot. It was very nerve wrecking. After
about six months I got out of that and was sent down to
Bssex, England and got a job doing Kinema work. That
was a nice job. We had five girls on the team and two
men drivers. We went around the lonely camps sites
showing films to the boys. Bventually I had a leave and
travelled home to Scotland. It was all during the blackout and I went to the London Station and found a seat in
the dark. I found out I was in the wrong compartment. It
was for officers only and being a private I had to get out.
Well one of the Canadians was very good, he carried my
luggage and lead the way. He turned out to be Jim
Weatherburn of Clydebank the boy I was to marry.Jim
was going to his aunt Maggie Smith's in Kivliving. Well
we agreed to meet a couple of days later at the station
and I was going to take him to see Bdinburgh. Well I did
go to meet him and I began to wonder if I would recognize him. I knewJim had a blue patch on his arm. Well,

JÍm and Ann Weatherburn

there was all kinds of blue patches but I recognized him

right away. We travelled there while on leave and met
again to travel back again. We met a couple of weekends. He was down south of London and I was up in
Bssex. Then the big day, he was sent overseas I didn't
know where but he said he would write me. Ours was a
courtship of letters. Finally he asked me if we could get
engaged. The ring came from Canada. It travelled to
Bngland from Belgium, Holland and finally got to me in
Scotland. After several months we decided we would
get married on his first leave. We didn't see each other
for nearly two years. My mother and sisterJoyce had
never met him. Finally the big day came, all soldiers

tookJim home. He stayed at his cousins who I found
justlived near me. We had made all the arrangements to

who were married or being married were allowed home.
I had my girlfriend andJim's picture and we went up to
the station where the boys were coming in, but noJim.
We went for three nights then on the Thursday night he
a¡rived. I was so excited. I forgot my girlfriend and I

asked the hotelkeeper to "knock us up in the morning".

be married on Friday,January 27,1945. We had a lovely

wedding. Of course I had to borrow a gown as I had no
coupons being in the army. I had my girlfriend as bridesmaid and my cousin asJim's beshnan. The wedding reception was held in the Marblebough Hotel and we had
a dressing room and another where we held the wedding and then a reception room. There were eighty-five
people attending. Itwas allverylovely. We wentto Nairn

for our honeymoon, itts near Inverness.
We wanted to see as much of Scotland as possible so

It was

I

a great holiday. Then we had to go back to our

camps.

I joined the Canadian Wives Club. Jim and I

until he was back in Canada.
He arrived home in Canada in December 1945. I didn't
didn't get to
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see each other

untiuuly 1946.
I enjoyed the Canadian Wives Club. We were told all
about Canada. Finally the big day arrived. I met several
girls in Glasgow and we went down to Southhampton
come

The charter members were:

Warren
Alex McDonald
Sutcliffe
Frederick Mariner
C.C. Stout
Herbert S. Rutherford
George Harvard
George S. Cramb
Henry Rushforth
Alfred G. King
Edward Mills
James Willetts
George Slaughter
John Bruce
Frank Smith
Walter Wilson
Chris Haldorson
Barton Smythe
Cha¡les Stamm
Edward T. Crisp

John
W.

from where we sailed on the Aquationanta. It was a great
trip and I still keep friends with a few of the girls. I now
belong to the Manitoba War Brides and we meet every
October in Brandon. Great Times! I met one of the girls

The purpose of the Legion is to constitute an association of those who have served or a¡e serving in Her Majesty's Armed forces or any auxiliary force and others who
support the purpose and objectives of the legion. The
Legion stands for unity and comradeship among all who
had served, so that neither their rights, nor their interests
shall be forgotten, and that the veterans welfare and the
welfare of their dependants, especially the disabled, sick,
aged and needy may always be safe-guarded.
It is also the desire that the members pass on to their

War Brides Gathering
Ann Zasitko ín white blouse and kilt

families and descendants the traditions for which they
stand.

years later while dancing there with my husband Bill.
She asked me if I were Anne Weatherburn from Eriksdale. I answered very cautiously. It turned out she remembered me as the one who nearly threw her out of
the window on the train. I'd had a lovely black suit on
with a white blouse. The blouse was so dirty from the
terrible train ride from Halifax I threw it out the window,
but being very Scottish I wanted it back. I was surprised
she remembered me as it had happened nearly forty years

It is also their purpose to perpetuate the memory and
deeds of the fallen and of those who die in the future.
At the end of WWII the servicemen and women from
all three services began to return home, to be welcomed

not only by their families, but also by their local Legion
Branches. Many of the veterans joined the Commemo-

ration Branch and for a while were fairly active. However, as the young men began the task of establishing
themselves and raising their families the branch activity
began to diminish although most of the men continue to
keep their membership in good standing.
In 1971, the Royal Canadian Legion allowed the admission of sons and daughters of veterans into the legion
as associate members and then in 1986 Dominion Command made it possible for wives of veterans to become

ago'

While in the army I went to the American camp for
dancing and this is when my girlfriend and I met Ronald
Reagan who was then an officer in the Air force. He
danced with my girlfriends and me. This is how I had the
pleasure of dancing with the future President of the USA
It pleases my grandchildren that their grandmother knew
the President and danced with him.

legion members.
Then later the grandchildren of veterans were allowed
to attain associate membership. This will assure the community of the future of the legion and its service to veterans and the community.
Commemoration Branch #140 is a co-sponsor along
with the Ladies Auxiliary and the Eriksdale Community
Club in maintaining the Eriksdale Recreation Complex.
The main source of revenue has been and still is from

The Ganadian Legion
Commemorat¡on Branch #14O
It was granted its charter on May 16, 1939. It was a branch
of the Canadian Legion of the British Empire.
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will continue to flourish in the future.
1996 Officer are: Robert Lundale - president, Bill
Fairbairn - vic-president, Victor Sturgess - 2nd vic-president, Ruth Lindell - secretary, MarkJeffers - treasuter,
Bill Fairbairn - Sgt. at Arms.

Legion Auxiliary of Branch

#

14O

by Olga Surgenor
The Legion Auxiliary of Branch # 140, received their
charter in September 1939.
The purpose of the Auxiliary was as an aid to the veterans of !\trWI. Then the purpose became to assist the
young men who now were enlisiing in the armed forces

:,'

of

Eriksdale Cenotaph
ln memory of our comrades
who sacrifíced theír lives
World War I l9l4 -'1918
World War ll 1939 - 1945

WWIL

Korea
Lest We Forget

Commemoratian Branch #l40 B.E.S.L
Eríksdale, Manitoba

4
Å

{

bingo held each Friday night. The branch also holds football pools each fall ending with the Grey Cup fìnal.
Other than monies spent in maintaining and improving the complex donations have been made to the Eriksdale Hospital, Horse CIub (to help build facilities at the
sports ground), this History Book, fire victims and to other

Legion Auxiliary (c. I 967)
lmelda Wedensky, Mary Klimchuk, Elsie Boss,
Maude Wilson, Lucy Krause, Marg Myers, Betty
Sigurdson, Muriel Cushnie, Dot Johnson, Augustine Walker, Gertíe Miljure, Hertha Campbell,
Esther Gudmundson.
Elsie Dowsett, Gladys Forsyth, Pearl Heroux,
Maaíke Vanderlinde, Anne Zaitko, Lorna Anderson

numerous needs.

The Auxiliary kept in touch with our young soldiers
by sending them comfort packages, such as cigarettes,
candy, and treats; Some volunteered knitting, and sent
socks, scarves, and mitts to meet our young men's needs'

Funds for the above were raised by local dances, whist

drives, raffles, and canvassing for Poppy Day.
In May 1945 when armistice was declared, some of
our yourrg hert.¡es were retuming horle. The Auxiliary
honored them with a homecoming social. They did not
forget the young men who lost their lives. An annual
Christmas dinner and social was held for many years fol-

Commemoration Branch #l4O members receiving
a SOth WWll Anniversary Pin
June 30, 1996 the legion erected a monument in the
local cemetery in remembrance of the veterans and all
those who are interred in the cemetery.

lowingWWII.
With the boys return, several were wed overseas and

It is our hope that the Commemoration Branch #140
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soon were joined by their war-brides. Others married
the girl back home. The Auxiliary expanded with these
new young women joining. Thus grew the activities, and
the Auxiliary became involved in various community
projects a¡rd fund raising.
In 1956 we launched a project of catering to weddings.
One of our first endeavors was on a hot weekend inJuly.
The Auxilia¡y didn't own a spoon, cup, or a tablecloth.
However we undertook this big project with a lot of faith
and co-operation. We borrowed some trestles and planks
from Smith's Lumber Yard, toting them across the road
to the old Orange Hall and erecting them into tables for
150 guests. Each member brought their best china, cutlery, and table cloths. Everyone tagged their belongings
with colored thread, so we would know to whom each
item belonged. All the cooking was done at home and
brought ready to serve (these were the days before paper plates and plastic cutlery). The kitchen was a little
10 X 10 room at the east side of the Hall. The furnishings were an old cook stove, and wash boiler to heat
water for coffee, and wash dishes, plus an apple crate of
chipped coffee mugs. We hauled our water from the
creamery in eight gallon cream cans. The turkey dinner
was elegantþ served at $1 per plate.
The ladies dressed in their finest attire with high heels
and nylons- to serve at such special occasions low heels
and slacks were not the order of the day. As soon as the
meal was over we returned the planks and trestles to the
lumber yard, Often the young men gave us a hand to
clear the hall because they needed the space to dance.

plies for our kitchen. Later we installed air conditioning.
Each year we try to improve and upkeep our facilities.

In

1986 Canada celebrated the Legion's DiamondJu-

bilee. The Auxiliary played
our local veteraris. It was

a

a

great role in recognition of

huge success. A touching event

was when a blind veteran passed the torch to a younger

Legion member, respectively Dave Surgenor to his son
Randy. Dave gave an inspiring message concluding with
"

United

We

Stand - Diaided We Fall - So Carry On" a con-

viction our men fought for. Another momentous event
was when our Branch unveiled a Bronze Plaque, dedicated to their hard working ladies, a tribute to their Auxiliary for their willingness to support the Branch in their
endeavors and community efforts. We were humbly
touched. The Plaque and Ibrchgrace the walls of the halls
today.

The rest of the girls crowded in the wee kitchen and
washed dishes, emptied slop pails and readied the room
for the lunch to be served again later in the evening.
This is just a little peek into one of our first catering.
We progressed and became quite skillful in our ventures and it became our biggest fund raisers.
In 1965, our Skating and Curling Arena was lost to a
fire. Nothing was saved. So the Auxiliary and Branch
pooled their resources and together with the Community Club helped build the Recreation Center which is a
thriving hub of our Community today. The Legion and
Auxiliary were responsible for the maintenance of the
dance hall, beverage room, and banquet hall.
Fund-raising for this was mainly raised by dances and
weekly bingos. For the fìrst three years, we did our own
caretaking, until we could afford to hire someone. Our
flourishing catering business provided the financing to
furnish our Banquet Hall and buy equipment and sup-

Legion Auxílíary (c. 1977)
Elsie Boss, Mae Poston, Paulíne Lundale, Miriam
Kaartinen, Olga Surgenor, Ida Monkman,
Pearl Heroux, Muriel Cushníe, Stella Williment,
Gladys Mackus
Our aim has always been

Seraice

to Others,

In 1989 The Auxiliary celebrated their 50 years of
service. We invited a guest from the Museum of Man
and Nature which took on a theme of Arts and Crafts,
many shown by local artists. The highlight of the day
was when we honored an original member of our Charter, Mrs. May Allen, aged 93. The afternoon was fìlled
with a variety of entertainment and enjoyed by all.
In 1996 with our members growing older we have
become less active. The Branch has taken over the managing of bingos and dances. We are h"ppy that young
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dents who joined the forces from Mulvihill are, Mike
Dzick - airforce,John Dzick - arm/r Ann and Mae Dzick
- nav/, Alf Anderson - navy, Bob Lundale - navy,John

members have joined in the past few years. They are a
great asset to our fold - may their endeavors inspire others.

Mollerson - RCAF, Willie lzzard - arm/, Dominic
Polinski - nav/, Joe Poliski - arm/, Jim White - arm/,
Ethel McDonald - navy and Howard Smith - RCAF.
There were also several of the boys from the Agriculture district, who belonged with other bra¡rches of the
service. I am very sorry, I did not have the time to in-

Throughout the years the Legion Auxiliary has helped
support many organizations in our community and elsewhere. Our main objective was to our veterans. We also
adopted a WWI Veteran, who was alone with no family
support. We remembered him with our visits and gifts

for special occasions. We sponsored children of third
world countries, financial assistance to Peace Gardens
Athletic Camp, Provincial Scholarship, and for Legion

quire about many more.
Some names belongs to both Eriksdale and

Housing. Locally in our community we have supported
our School, Hospital, Personal Care Home, Churches,
4-H Clubs, Santa Claus Parade, Red Closs Swirnming,
and a variety of others. We also provide lunches for funerals, sponsor a Miss Interlake Candidate, Carnival
Queen, and the Arts & Crafts Sale. Annually we give

to us.

support to the CNIB, Salvation Army, and a host of others. This covers just some of our projects throughout the

Who were the GCKs?
WWII servicemen will remember the GosKids who wrote letters to them during 1944-

yea"rs.

Some of the

We tried to live up to our Motto: Seraice-Pride in our
Past- Faith in our Future.In 1979 we posted a plaque on
our new piano, just a few words with an inspiring message to our youth,

siþ Column

In closing:

Mulvihill,

as people moved around; such as the Gunsen boys,John
and Wilfred lost their lives on D-Day.
At the same time some of these service volunteers had
left the area and were on their own in other parts of the
country, having known them we lay claim they belong

45.

They were a small group of Eriksdale High School
girls who met once a week to write to the boyswho were
overseas. Each wrote one letter per meeting, always hop-

þicked uþ the Torchfrom our chartered members, Soon we shall Pass it on to You,"
We

ing for a reply, of course. When replies came, sometimes
with pictures, they felt greatly rewarded.

God Bless you all.

Mulvihill Legion
by Bob Lundale
This branch was organized and received its charterJanuary28,1938, as was named St. George #131 on the charter. Membership declined and the branch closed in 1971.
The branch had a nucleus of dedicated people who
continued to serve the Legion as well as the community.
The Legion branch was instrumental and a driving
force in acquiring the Izzard barn and having it renovated for a community hall. This hall was the centre of

activity for many years.
Those of us remaining within earshot of the town of
Mulvihill should be ever thankful for the work, toil and
sacrifice made by their members. A list of names is not
available at this time, however I must mention two very
active members comrades, Dave and Joe Sewell and
comrade Ed Crisp. MrsJean Lundale and Mrs. Mary
Sewell and the rest of the community were the helping

Members of the GCKs
Esther Hughes, Linda Gudmundson, Mabel Stout,
Nan Forsyth, Gladys Longmuir, Elsie Dowsett.

hands.
Some names I remember, of residents or former resi30

When the war was over, one night at a town dance,

This was the dedication page from the Royal Roads
Military College yearbook, The Login L967.

the returned men surprised the girls by presenting them

with 10k gold identification bracelets, engraved on the
back

?ð The

G.C.K.\ From The

COLLEGB NUMBER 8197
OFFICER CADET BARRY W. WILLIMENT.

Boys.

B.W. Williment Memorial Trophy

The past year was marred by

a tragedy that touched
each and every cadet at Royal Roads. O/CBany

by Eileen Davidson
Barry was raised in the Mulvihill area and attended
Mulvihill and Eriksdale schools. At his graduation in 1966
Barry had the highest grade average and received the
governor General's medal for his academic work. He
was accepted into the Armed Forces and was posted to
the Royal Roads Military College in Victoria, BC.
Some excerpts of his many letters home, which his
mother kept, let us share in college life: "I was one of the
lucky ones who got a single room. It has to be spotless so
we can't use our sinks. We just polish them." On care

Williment was struck suddenly by a serious illness
and forced to withdraw from the college on November 22, 1966. The wing was shocked to learn
of his death at Deer Lodge Hospital, Winnipeg, just
seventeen days later.

During his 15 months at Roads and CFB
Centralia, his irrepressible humour and unassuming manner attracted all those with whom he came
in contact. His radiant vitality even in his last days
won the respect and affection of the doctors and

packages: "The cake was good, almost too good, as some

nurses at HMCS Naden and Deer Lodge.

of my neighbors came in and devoured it." His good
humour showed through even after breaking his leg: "I

cadet. His indefatigable spirit and competitive drive

Barry proved himself in every way to be an ideal
made him invaluable to Cartier flight in interflight

still have to polish my boot for tomorrow. It's pretty nice
to only have one boot to polish."
Although college life was rough at first, Barry grew to
accept the hard work and gained a lot of pride in his
achievements. Academics were difficult after coming
from a small school but with hard work he completed
his first year. Barry was accepted into Civil Engineering
in the second year. This had been his goal.
After a slight illness (a cold he thought) it was diagnosed that he has leukemia. Although he was marching
the day the diagnosis was made, November 22, he was
flown home on the 24th. He passed away December 8,
1966 at Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg.
After his death the Senior class at RRMC had a trophy created in Barry's memory. The trophy is awarded
to the outstanding flight in each of the three yeatly Cadet Officer's slates. This is the highest award in the College a Flight can win. In 1986 and 87 Barry's nephew,
Daniel Davidson, attended RRMC and was proud to
see his Flight receive this honour in the fìrst term. Twenty
years later this was still the most sought after trophy in
the College.

sports, and also to the College as a member of the

rifle team and captain of the pistol team. His example was followed by those junior to him and
admired by his peers; his courage in the face of
death is a cornerstone upon which we can build
our own lives.
His conduct was in every way exemplary of the
College motto, Truth, Duty, and Valour. With sincerest sympathy to his family, we dedicate this issue of the Log to the everlasting memory of Barry
Williment.

V
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Girls Back Home WWll
Anna Hanna, Bea Hammar, Edíth Gumbrill,
Ruth Kittle, Margie Neely
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ERIKSDALE T,f EMORI.AL COÀ,ÍMI.NITY CENTRE
WHO HAVE VOLLNTEERED FOR ACTIVE SERVICE
->->-> ->-; -> - WITH -,<-<-.<-<- <-.rCANADAS FIGHTING FORCES
BLUE, W.J.
BECKMAN, E.J.
BELL, N.

GIINSON, G.

LEITHWOOD, G.

GUIVÍBRILL, H.

LI.JNDQUIST,
IvIALPAS, F.

BROWN, J.lvf.

BROOKS,K
BECKSTEAD, D.
BAZINET, V.J,
BAZINÊT, E.

GORANSON, H.
GUDIvILINDSON, L.
GRAHAN,I, C.
GEIvIMELL, T.
GREGOIRE, E.

cAR&

GARNE&

GAGNON,

F.

STYAN, A
SMITH, W.J.
SNÍITII, E.D.

A

lvlALCOLlvf, F.À

SIVIITH, J.
SÀ,IITH, EILEEN

lvIALCOLlvI, L
MEAD, H.lvl.

MASON,

SlvfITH, J.
SUROENOR. D,R.
STURGESS, V.J.
STURGESS, E.

J.

CARD, F.
CALDWELL, W.J.
CALDWELL, A E.
CALDWELL, R.

GARNET{" W.

lvtASON, R.T.
IvIASON, H.
IVIISCHKE, H.F.

GARN!]II, È.
HIGGINS, R,
HICGINSON,

MILLS, J.
MILLS, C.P.
MILLS, EILEEN

CTIRWAIN, J.S.

HENDERSON, L,G.
HENDERSON, Wn.

IVIONKMAN, R.T.

HOKENSON,C.
IIOKENSON, B.

lvfONKlvtAN, A'
ÌV{ARTIN, D.

HOUSTON, A.

MARTIN, r\.

TAYLOR, G.

MIIJURE, C.J.

TA}'LOR, N.

lvlILLER, W.

TAYLOR" JEAì{

IVIULLER, B.
lvlcSHANE, R.

THOMAS,ÀC,

J.W.

cox

M.c.
CLARKT.C.
CLIBBERY, CEO.
CLIBBERY, G.

IruCIDS,

CONNER, J.
CRAMP, C.
CRAMP, C.

R.

*

S.

*

J.L.

HUGHES, CD.
HUGHES, ÀC.
HAh¡h¡A s.
HEROLD" L.C.
HEROTIX, L.

CRAMP,T.
CASSELMAN, C.W
CAIVÍPBELI. S.
CIIICHESTE& C.

HALLDORSON,

MONKMAN,

STI,JRGESS, C.
SEYIVTOUR, A.D.
SL\UGHTER. R,
STOUT, C.

SATNDERS, J.
SIDWALL, E.
STANSELL, H.

S.

TAYLOR,R.

TEGELBERG, IVT.
THORSTEINSON, D.
VOPNI, D.
VOPNI, Wm.

McINTOSH, lV.T.

lvIcCULl0CH,
R.

A

McDOUGAL, GRACE

DOUGLAS, G,
DOBSON, S.
ERIKSON, R.
ERIKSON, V.
FORSYTH, JOHN
FORSYTH, J, II.

HEPBURN, S.

NENDICIIG.

1üILSON, J.C.

HAMMA&A

NENDIC¡{, J.
NEELY, W.A
NASLUND, D.

FORSYTH,A"W.

KI.íIGHT,

FORSYTH, JOE
FOSS, K.G.

KITTLE, H.

PARKES, J.

WEATHERBUR¡í, J.W
WATSON, E.F.
WATSON, DIA.\-A
WILLETTS, ÀJ,
WHITNE'I', W.
WHITNEY, J.L.
WHITNEY, I{.

KNO>; W.H.

FONTAINE, E.A"

KNOXT.
KNOXC.

PETERSOT.';
RICIIAUD, J.R.

JOHNSON,,I
JOHNSON, V.
JEFFERS, H.
JEFFERS, C.W.

FOLEY, C.
FOLEY, L.
FRANCE, H.M.
FORD, R.F.

GIBBINGS,T,I.
GREIG, R.
C,OODRIDGE, B.
COODRIDGE, D,

CLINSON,W,A
GLINSON,R,
GI,INSON, J.T,
CTINSON, F.

*

P.

ONEIL,

P.

PRICE, W.

POLINSKI, D.

RIVET,

J.

*

WAL\E&J.
WINTER,

J.

KAARTINEN, D.
KAARTINEN, W,
KING,A"G.
KING,E.G,
LINDSAY, A
LI}iOSSIER. H.

RASMUSSEN, C.
RUSHFORTH, C.F.
RUSHFORTH, \\'m. *
RTJSHFORTH, S.
RUSHFORTII, N.R.
ROBSON, C.

LINDELL,

J..4"

RIEI-I, J.

LINDELI.

R.

STAMlvf,

LEONARD, T.
LANE, P.
LAING, D.

WARREN,}\

R.

STAMM,C,
SHARPE, AT.
SHARPE, W.

*

J.

Our Veterans

ry
u
E

Walter Wilson
Boer War

Nils Nilson

Boer War

Dave Sewell
WWI

John & Pete Blue
Jim & Colín MacLennan

Jack Seymour
WWI

James, William & Robert Allen
WWI

WWI

Ed Chrisp
WWI & WWII

Ted Seymour

WWI

& WWII
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Chris Stout
WWI & WWII

Victor Bazinet

Nick Boss

Gordon Clibbery

Roy Dowsett

wwil

WWII

wwil

wwil

John Dzick
WWII

Míke Dzick

Art Forsyth

Jim Forsyth
WWII

John Forsyth
WWII

Bill Fairbairn
WWII

Henry Gagnon
WWII

Edward Garner
WWII

,

\

a

Reg Garner
WWII

T.l. (Ben) Gibbíngs

Walter Garner
WWII

WWII
34

Bruce Goodridge
WWII

¿

@

,:

ø

Harold Goranson
WWII

Harold Gumbríll
WWII

Len Gudmundson
WWII

I

*
Roy Halldorson
WWII

Stewart Hepburn
WWII

ru

Stuart Higgínson
WWII

Sheffield Hanna
WWII

Len Heroux
WWII

Lyman Heroux
WWII

Charles (Bud) Jeffers
WWII

Hazen Jeffers
WWII

ü

Dennís Hughes
WWII

G
â

Adolf Johnson
WWII

Harold Kíttle
WWII

George King
WWII
35

Clarance Knox
WWII

3-

Çøå

R.A.J. (Pat) Knight

Ranald Knight

WWII

wwil

Robert Lundale
WWII

Frank Malpas
WWII

Ethel MacDonald
WWII

Kemmy Míller

wwil

Jack Mills
WWII

John Mills

Bíll Neely

wwil

wwil

Clifford Rasmussen
WWII

Eric Sidwall
WWII

Cormack Knox
WWII

Howard Knox
WWII

Alfred Lindsay

John A Lindell

WWII

wwil

Harry Mason
WWII
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Eileen Smith
WWII

James M.M. Smíth
WWII

John Smith

wwlt

George Stamm
WWII

Victor Sfargess
WWII

Dave Surgenor
WWII

Glen Taylor
WWII

E

r
Roy Stamm
WWII

a

E

wà
rt
a

Edmund Watson
WWII

Anne (Lyons) Weatherburn

wwil

James Weatherburn
WWII

Larry Whitney D.F.C.
WWII

Remembrance Day

W.J. Wilson

Jim Willetts

WWII

WWII

Wílbert Blue
WWII
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DISTRICTS
Oh Prairie Land
Composed by Mickey Gemmell
Oh Prairie Land, My Prairie Land
As on the highest rock I stand
As I gaze across the plains

I wonder why it never rains.
The people come from far and nea¡
They gather round to see and hear
And with a hammer, saw and nail
They started to build Eriksdale.

O, Prairie Land - Mickey Gemmell

Deerhorn

Hawks, Owls and Whipperwills
Some moved North to Mulvihill
There always was a helping hand
For those who came from distant lands.

by William (Bíll) Lundal
My Dad, Gisli Lundal and family were living at the Na¡rows in 1903 when they were flooded out and had to
move. He homesteaded SW1/4-2-21-5W. He built his
house on the SW corner which was high and dry, and
which was just north of a large open swamp then called
Cross Lake. At that time every swarnp, slough or low
spot was full of water held back in many places by beaver dams.The first effort at drainage to provide more
hayland was to open up the dams.
Our nearest post office then was Lundar, six miles
south on Halldorson's farm, west of the present town

Some have come and gone away

Others come and they will stay
Bast and West, from all the way North
To

Lily Bay.

Bilingual has always been

right as rain
We weed none, the way we sing our song
At La Londe, Abbeyville and La Fontaine.
as

site. As more settlers moved in nearby and further north,

my dad applied for a Post Office. He suggested it be

I went to Eastland School
With my old horse "Nig"
And all the way home

called Moose Horn as moose horns could be found eve-

rywhere, but that name had been taken so he suggested
Deerhorn and that was accepted.
The next priority was a school. In 1905, a school district was organized and a log building was erected. Ma,
terial for roof, floor, windows, door, books, desk and a
four foot box stove had to be bought. Teachers were paid
$¿O.OO per month. This was unorganized territory and
little help provided by the government so the poor settlers, and they were all poor, could only keep school open
three months of the year. Miss Salome Halldorson of
Lundar, who thirty years later became an MLA, served
the first year. Miss Thora Olafson of Maryhill served the
second year. Then followed Mr. Gunn from Ontario, Miss
Sykes from Bngland. Mr. Miskelly, MissJackson were
some of the early teachers. The school yeax was soon

We did the Deerhorn ]ig.

In winter it gets mighty cool
But always gay and warm
At Deerhill and Agriculture school.
Just when everything is going well
Tipperary hipped and Sharpewood fell.
Oh Prairie Land, My Prairie Land
Upon the highest rock I stand.
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two, Dad had three, others

extended to five or six months and later to full ten month
periods.
George Monkman, George Cooke and my dad were
some of the early school trustees.
The school was a mile and a half northwest from our
house, so we hacl to walk that clistance over a wincling
wagon trial through the bush. In those days black bears
were in the area and frequently left their berry seed leaves
on our path. I never saw one, but many a night in my
dreams I would swing from branch to branch as a bear

Henrottes, Brickles and others followed.
Two Erikson boys of Eriksdale district came to school
about 1907 or 1908 as they had no school. We had two
Erikson boys helping us haying one summer. I am sure I
learnecl more Sweclish than they did English.
When the Eriksdale settlers were moving in before the
railroad came north, they came to Deerhorn for mail. I
recall Bric Berg coming down in winter on skis.
One of the early settlers was a Mr. Mabee, in his sixties I am sure. He came on a team of oxen hitched to a
wagon with all his belongings going to his homestead all
alone. Another was a Mrs. H. Hiley with her teenage boy,
homesteaded a mile or so west of us. Our nearest neighbor
to the west was a bachelor, Mr. Albert E-py.
Social life in those early years was at a low key. There
was no church, the odd dance and concert were held in
the school house. Lundar, being an older and larger communityhad alovely communityhall west of Lundar town
site, where an annual picnic and frequent dances were
held, which we quite often attended. The same applied
to Eriksdale when they had dances and other entertainment in later years.
House to house visiting was done most often during
the festive se¿Non of Christmas and New Year, by horse
and cutter or sleigh, with the usual card playing as entertainment, whistand high kingpedro being the mostpopular games.

chased after me.

The mail increased in volume

as settlers

moved in and

other post offices were opened up, then Deerhorn became a distributing office for mail to Abbeville and Suffern

to the east, Lily Bay and Brewsterville to the west and in
1908

to Cowdery, to the north, west of Eriksdale. My

dad with the help of my two younger brothers, Ingi and

Edward, drove mail to Lily Bay and Cowdrey for a period ofyears.
Oak Point, 20 miles south was our nearest railroad until
1910 when the line was extended to Gypsumville. The
railroad just missed the NE corner of Dad's land where
the siding was placed. So

a

I can't recall, but later

few years later he had to move

the post office to the NE corner adjacent to the siding.

A

store was built at the siding about 1914 by Brian
Connelly and operated by the Trudels into the 20's, then
Maddins into the 30's, then Richauds. My dad retired
about 1944 after 40 years as post master and the post
office was moved over to Richauds store.
The roads in those early days were wagon trails that
avoided low spots and meandered through bushland, that
followed a line of least resistance. By contrast today we
have a lovely paved highway #6 from Winnipeg to Ponton
on the Thompson highway. Most secondary roads are
graded and gravelled along straight road allowances.
Arni Lundal, my uncle, also moved from the flood at
the Na¡rows, and homesteaded about two miles west of
us. He was a widower with two girls and two boys. The
boys Sam and Mundi stayed with their dad, who remarried 1904. They had three boys and a daughter. In 1911,
they all moved to Mulvihill where they had a lodging

Mona - Mulvihill
as remembered by Josephine (Jessie) Lenarcik.
When my father decided to pick out a homestead for his
brotherJohn, he had no intention of making a home for
himself. They eventually arrived at a place called Mona
in central Manitoba, now known as the Interlake. The
year was 1913. Mona was built on Section 12, Township
23, Range 6, West of the Provincial Meridian, in the
Municipality of Woodlea.
Sometime between 1913 and 1917 Mona became
Mulvihill. The reason for the change was a town in Saskatchewan with the same name caused a confusion in
the postal service. (Mona, MB would get the mail meant

place and livery. Arni died in 1918 during the flu epidemic. His wife Bmma and three younger boys moved
to Winnipeg in 1919 and later to Chicago. Sam married
Jean Amos 1923. They took over the lodging place and
later had a store and Mulvihill Post Office.
Thorkelsons had four children going to school when it
opened in 1905, Francis Monkman had two, Arni had

for Mona, Sk.). So Mona, MB became Mulvihill, named
after a Catholic priest, Father Mulvihill, who visited his
parishes on horseback.

I am writing this from, what I remember and from
what I have heard. I am trying to avoid mentioning any
names of other homesteaders in case I may mention some40

rough going at times and at times I thought he was a bit
harsh, but I know things could have been worse, much
much worse, and to this day I am truly grateful.
Buller School was the house of learning I went to. It
was built on a two acre piece of land on the North East
corner of NW quarter 17. On the map they placed the
school where our house stood. I am not sure which year
the school was built. The oldest books that belonged to it
are dated back to 1920. The last year it served as a house

thing someone may resent.
As I remember it, Mulvihill was a fair sized town. It
had a station with a telegraph office, a warehouse, a stockyard, a loading platform, a CN bunkhouse, a section
house, and a coal dock. These were on CNR land. The
rest of the town were: two schools (later torn down and
built into a two room unit), two churches, a hotel, four
stores, a butcher shop, two livery stables, a blacksmith's
shop and a post office. That was Mulvihill between
and

WWI

of education was in 1927. It stood empty for over 30 years
when it was sold and taken away.
I still remember my first day in school in 1923. The
room was crowded with children, there were not enough
desks, so long benches were placed along the walls for
the smaller pupils. 1924 must have been when most of
our neighbours moved away as there were about 12 left.
By spring of 1928 there were only four left; not enough
to open the school. I tried going to Mulvihill School. The
plan didn't work. I made it through three grades by Correspondence. Then we could not afford the text books I
needed, (from grade seven and up books had to be
bought) and if we were able, I did not have a tutor to
help me. But I always liked to read. My father taught me
to read in Czech. He had a dozen or so books, almanacs
and magazines; besides newspapers he'd collected during WWI. He also subscribed to the Free Press Prairie
Farmer. His English was, well, basic. That meant I had to
translate the ålgwords, so as soon as I was able I bought
a dictionary, that way we both learned.
In those days there were many trails; but few roads,
even between towns. The main roads were single vehicle
trails joined in low places by short grades. These were
mostþ the result of Statute Labour. Every land owner
had to do two to three days of road repair work for which
he got $6 deducted off his taxes, every summer. Spring
was a terrible time to drive with a team of horses hitched

WWIL

Homesteads sold at

$ 10

per quarter section (160 acres).

When my father and UncleJohn came in 1913 there was
little left. The only land not for sale were the School Sections and Hudson's Bay land. Every Township had one
of each. Father picked NE quarter 17 andJohn got NW
quarter section 15.
The homesteaders were mostþ immigrants from Europe who knew little or almost nothing about farming.
Many knew little English, so when they picked out their
lands, they chose places that were near to homesteaders
of their own nationality. German families were within half
a mile of each other. The same with the Poles, Swedes,
English, etc. My father and his brother being Czech also
chose to be close to three other Czech immigrants.

In

a

way it was a good idea. They could visit, talk and help
each other. Many in spite of their inexperience were resourceful and did try to make a living on their land.
To get a patent or prove their land homesteaders were
asked to either clear and break 15 acres or own 10

ani

mals (cattle and horses). After two or three years of build-

ing barns, houses, fences, looking after the animals and
preparing feed and firewood for the winter,John became
tired of farming and quit. He tried to join the army but
was turned down as a alien. In 1917 he was drafted and
sent overseas to the Front. He returned suffering from
shellshock and his lungs sick from poison gas. He was
given a new uniform and a soldiers pension of $15 a
month for the rest of his life.John never farmed again.

to a wagon. Many trips to town were done on horseback,

or by walking.
My life changed when I bought an old CCM bike. No
more taking five gallon cans of cream to the train, driving a skittish oxen or nervous horses. As soon as I was
able I hauled our cream on the bike. Once I missed the
train by a couple of minutes, so I biked all the way to
Eriksdale. All went well until I had a flat tire about a mile
west of Eriksdale. It was War-time and one just couldn't
get patching cement, so I used soft spruce gum to stick
the patch on. I pumped up the tire and rode on. The tire
stayed inflated for over two months.

As his health grew worse he was taken to Selkirk where
he died at the age of 72.I went to his funeral, his coffin
was draped with the UnionJack flag. He is buried in the
Brookside Cemeterywith the rest of the veterans of WWI.
WhenJohn left, my father accepted a proposal from a
girl 14 years younger than himself so they married in 1916.
I was born in 1917 and my mother, died in 1918 of the
influenza epidemic. After my mothers death her family
wanted to have me placed in an orphanage. My father
said, no. He will bring me up himself. And he did. It was
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Mr and Mrs Jacob
Campbell were the first family to arrive in Mulvihill by
rail. Mr Campbell was the first section foreman. There
was no railway station, Mr Tiantor owned some tents
and a small store, where he sold tobacco and such. He
had a wagon and a team of horses, so was able to go to
Siding No. 4 (Eriksdale) and bring back supplies and
groceries. Mr Tianter had a small post office. He did not
stay in our area very long.
distance of about 38 miles for supplies.

David Montieth arrived by rail in Mulvihill in April

Lundale's Store in Mulvíhill (1961)

191 1.

Arthur Tiudell built a store called the Lake Manitoba
Tiading and Lumber Company. The Mona post office was
in the store. Mr. Robinson was an auctioneer, worked
for A. Tiudell and was the post master afterJoe Sewell

Mulvihill - The F¡fth Siding
By Míke Dzick
Note: The following is a glimpse at Mulvihill in it's beginning and beyond, to the late 60's, For more recent

left.

Arni Lundal and his second wife, Emma also moved

information refer to family stories past and present which
are in the Family History Section. The information has
been gleamed from the Dzick's family recollections of
Mulvihill, however, be mindful when reading recollec-

to Mulvihill in 1911 They came from Deerhorn and they
built a Boarding House and operated a Livery Barn. Arni

drove his team as a taxi. Arni Lundal operated a livery
stable until his death in 1918, a victim of Spanish Flu.
People would stop over in Mulvihill when catching the
train. His son Mundi Lundal took over after he returned
from the war until about 1923. Mr. Alf Sanford remembers that there were two livery stables. The big barn was

tions that memories often vary. A copy of their complete stories will be kept in the Eriksdale Museum Archives.

Mulvihill, the friendliest town on the CN line. The
people were always there when help was needed. "Didn't
have money, but a lot of heart." Like the crunch of the

built by Mr. Levine and located at the south end of
Mulvihillwhere Mary and Peter Ciukalo builttheir home.
Abelone (Pedersen) Izzard writes, "Our cabin was
made of spruce logs held together with wooden pegs.
The peak roof was made of spruce and jack-pine rails,
covered with tar paper. Squares of sod taken out of a
nearby slough, acted as weight to keep the tar paper in
place, This also made good insulation. Mother and the

snow on those cold, crisp, clear winter nights,how voices
would carry! I could hear a neighbour swear at his cows
a mile away. The northern lights were something to be-

hold. The stars seem to hang so low you felt you could
reach them, and the reflections of the stars on the snow
made night into day.

They say it's quiet in the country, until you hear the
frogs croaking, they are loud; then the whip-poor-will
joining in, and not to be out done the old owl putting in
tris whoot-whool. It was like a lullaby to put one to sleep!
Margaret Dowsett remembers that her dad Sam
Lundale would chuckle and say there's a laugh every
day in Mulvhill.
Note: The following information taken from the Ashern History Book. Bob Lundale and others have looked
it over for accuracy.
InJuly 1910, Mr. Pedersen and Mr.Jorgenseugotwolk
on the railway preparing to lay the rails from Oak point

older children plastered between the logs.. The floor was
mud for the first summer, then Dad and Mother took
out all the loose mud and put clay on the floor and before long it was hard as cement. We lived there until a
new log house was built three years later.
During a bush fire in 1913, homesteaders living east
of Andreas Pedersens loaded up what they could in wagons and brought livestock to his cleared field to be safe
from the fire. In the evening Mrs. Lundal came and took
all the srnall children home with her."
Helen (Polinski) Lazarowich remembers apost office,
six and a half miles south at Mr. Cowdrey's, They lived
a half mile south of the present Mulvihill in the Nyland

farther north. The closest store to Mulvihill was at Eriksdale which was the end of the rail.
The rails reached Mulvihill in the spring of 1911, before that the settlers went to Oak Point, often walking a

district.
When the soldiers returned from WWI they were told
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mother would bring home, when parents were too ill to
care for them. I recall having to keep the soup pot on at
all times, so there would be soup for Mother to take to
the homes, where whole families were ill and unable to
even feed themselves. This flu was known as the Spanish Flu. It swept the land, many lives were lost."
The Village existed as a commercial centre for the
surrounding area. The railway was at the hub of the activity. Tlavellers came and went from the western settle-

the Soldier Settlement Board would give them an extra
quarter section of land, if they wanted to go farming.
Several of the old homesteaders thought this was a good
chance to get out with a little cash, so sold out to veterans who soon found out it was a good way to starve, so
soon left.

In the Southhead area( located south ofParks Corner
in the Oatfield.) most of the farms (some three miles directly west of Mulvihill and inaccessible by a through
road because of sloughs) were abandoned in the early

ments, such as Vogar and Narrows. Hotel Boarding

1920's.

Houses never knew who their next guest would be. Thav-

During the depression, people in Winnipeg on relief
were given a wagon, a team of horses, a cow, $8 a month

ellers stayed with these families often sleeping in the
childrens' bedrooms.
There was a large Grain Growers Store, (Operated
by Mr. Boddy at the time)with a dance hall upstairs,

and sent out to some of these farms (Vacant Soldiers Settlement Farms). This movement was known as Back to

The Land Scheme and people were referred to

where social functions were held. From 1923 to 1940
Reginald Hardisty was the bookkeeper and clerk in the
General Store of R. B. Boddy. The store burned on May

as Back

to the Landers.

Mrs. Abelone lzzard writes,"My husband got
Forsberg's farm in 1923 and his parents lived there too.
We were married in 1925 at Mulvihill. I raised my six
children there, and moved to Fort Francis in 1947".

24, 1940,

Mr. Mollerson had the first Model T. Ford car and
had a blacksmith shop
Mr. Sierra had the fìrst store which he later sold to
Mr. Tiundle.
Bermack's General Store: Mr. Al. Bermack sold his
general store to the Eriksdale Tiading Co. I believe in
the year of 1932 or 1933 then moved to Winnipeg.
Mulvihill Thading Co. was fìrst operated by Mr. Al
Bermack about 1926. Later this corner store was owned
by Samuel Migicovsky who also owned the Moosehorn

Bob Lundale remembers that these people also got
mowers, harness and a rake for haying. A requisition for
$15 per month that stated they had to purchase lard, tea,
coffee, sugar, etc. but no snuff or tobacco.
Kae Gosleigh (Dzick) writes that Mulvihill had a very
big fire, I believe in 1919. The CNR had a train in town
ready to take the mothers and children away, as the men
were fìghting the fires. Most of the town burned. I re-

and Eriksdale Tiading Co.'s. This corner store had

member: a grain and feed store, a variety store, owned
by the Christensen family (who moved to Chicago after
losing their store), Lundale's Hotel, a livery stable and

a

gaso-

line pump.
The Butcher Shop was operated by the Anderson's.
There was one telephone in a call box in the store (
two long and one short rings), was for the Mulvihill Store.
Mrs. Dave Sewell remembered that there was a pool
hall built in Mulvihill.
Stricklund had a saw mill which was north of Art

taxi, owned by Mindy (Sam Lundale's brother), and some

buildings on the other side of the street, all gone.
Mrs. Grant Olson was a good midwife who was called
upon often. Abelone lzzard writes, "My youngest sister
was born in 1911, she was the first baby born in the district. There was no doctor in the area, the closest hospi
tal was in Winnipeg. Mother was often called out to help
in many illness, but mostly maternity work. Mother de-

Squires in the heavy spruce area. Charlie Prestige also
sawed lumber. His home and mill were on the land he
owned one mile north and three quarter miles west.

Recently the home of Fred and Marge McDougall.
There were two fish sheds built and they were run by
Barney Eggertsson and Sigfus Holmes, they lived at the
boarding house and made sure the fìsh were brought in,
properly packed, sorted and shipped by rail to Winnipeg. Settlers were able to get work hauling fish in the
winter, and they were paid so much per box. A bran
sack of fish cost 25 cents. The fishing and cord wood

livered many babies." George Pedersen writes, "Mother
kept a scribbler to register and keep names and dates,
there were 182 names in this book dating from 1910 to
1928."

In 1918 when the flu epidemic struck, mother never
got to bed for two or three days at a time' I (Abelone)
the eldest girl at home had to take over the cooking and
house work, often helping to care for extra children
43

industry added to the farm income. Itwas all shipped by
train to Winnipeg. There was a garage, and an ice building, where ice was cut into blocks and stored in this building with tons of sawdust covering it. The ice was used to
pack fish and keep it frozen. Settlers earned extra money
by cutting ice and hauling it to where it was packed in
an ice house and covered with saw dust to keep it for
summer use.
The Mulvihill Tiading bought cord wood and piled it
up behind the post offìce until there was enough to ship
by rail to Winnipeg.This wood was bought at $ 1.25, green
trade only.

country was fìlled

music.

dances from the time he was eight years old. When Freda
was born on St. Patrick's Day ,August was playing for a
St. Patrick's Dance in Eriksdale. The orchestra consisted

of August on the piano, Walter (12 yr, old) and Ollie
Green played violins. Later a family orchestra called
Ihe Three Musketeers consisting of Ruby Naslund, Anna
Landin, and Freda (Naslund) McMillan was formed.
They enjoyed playing at Lindell's Barn Dances.
In 1965 when the adult and aging Dzicks returned for
another look at Mulvihill they note that ('We were
shocked how very little of the town was left. The church
was still standing, but leaning very heavily to one side.
A new highway, runs at the back of where our house
once stood. The Coal-Dock, nowhere to be seen, had
been dismantled. All the buildings, were gone and in

Farmers raised beef cattle and shipped cream to Winnipeg by train. Some specialized in poultry and sold eggs.

A good many worked out as carpenters or road building
to supplement their livelihood as farmers.

Mrs. Carl Finch (Monteith)writes In "1920-23 The
Co. store at Mulvihill is where Carl Finch and

tading

I

with

John McMurray Montieth played bagpipes, accordion, violin, mouth organ, and of course the comb and
paper and was a good singer. He and Mr. George Ford
would ham it up at little gatherings.
Mr. Naslund was quite a musicion and uscd to supply
music for dances. His son Wa.lter played the violin at

David Tiudel worked. Mr. Robinson was in charge. Grain
and cream were purchased from the homesteaders, the
cream was shipped to Winnipeg. The grain was stored
in a warehouse until there was sufficient to fìll a boxcar.
It was then carried one pail full at a time and emptied
into the boxcar, which was a long and tedious procedure."
Mrs. Dave Sewell writes, "there was lots of wild fruit.
I recall picking wild raspberries and selling a milk pail
full for $1 to Mr. A. Tiudell, at the store in town.
There were miliy partridges, rabbits, moose and elk,
to be hunted for meat. There were also plenty of wolves
and coyotes to trap.
In 1930 when Reg Hardisty first had his Model T car,
a trip to Winnipeg was generally an all dayjourney since
in places the road was merely a trail across fields.

their place beside the rail tracks was one huge open fìeld.

It seemed that the highway on the outskirts of town was
creating a ghost town setting,"
Today 1996 Mulvihill has about 12 residental homes,
40 rural families and a post office run by Lena Sanford.
There still is a functioning Mulvihill Red Cross and a
well maintained cemetery and a spirit of community
goodwill, and humor, amongst the rural folk. Mulvihill
is in the LGD of Grahamdale (local government district).

Mulvihill Community Pasture
by Ken Anderson 1996
Originally a project of the Province of Manitoba the
Sleeve Lake Community Pasture was built in 1954 by
experienced Prairie Fa¡m Re-habilitation Administration
crews (PFRA). The pasture is located two and half miles
east - one and half miles north of Mulvihill, covers over
18,000 acres and has approximately 60 miles of fence

Mr.Johnny Forsyth was the cattle buyer and Mr. Pete
Bass was a sheep shearer. The Murdocks had sheep.

In

1940 the cream truck driver was Bric Hammer.
Andreas Pedersen gave an acre of his land for a
cemetery.It still exists today and is used by many

Mulvihill families.
Mr. Reykdal travelled with a horse and covered sleigh
selling Rawleigh products, later Mr. H, Patterson drove
a loueþ team of horses with a covered wagon. He'd smile
and talk to me (a child) and give me sorne Rnwleigh's
gumwfitesJanetJundt. Mr. Patterson was the longest
serving Rawleigh Mønin our area."
Rueben Pearson, a bachelor, lived in a log cabin. He
played the sweetest sound on his concertina, the whole

and cross fences.

In

1963 when PFRA northern areas were increased,

Sleeve Lake Community Pasture was included and un-

der Agriculture Canada, became known as Mulvihill
Community Pasture.
Pasture Managers since 1963:

Jack
Bert
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Townsend
Webb

1963-1972
1973-1975

Mike

Prus

people closer together and gave us a better link with the
rest of the world. Sometimes those closer connections
were made by means of the new entertainment, listening
iz, in which some indulged to the chagrin of neighbors!
Not everybody appreciated the eavesdropping and the
resulting gossip.
Lorne saw in all this a chance to teach some people a
bit of a lesson.
He, and a young friend of his in town, sat together
one day and planned the practicaljoke. "I had no idea
at that time that it would ever take off and be as famous
as it turned out to be," Lorne says.
The plan centered around the fact that most people,
especially the older folk, did not understand how the
telephone system and equipment worked. Lorne would
phone afew key people on the different party lines and

Lg76-1977

KenAnderson

1978-present

Grazing comprised of the pasture is about 1300 adult

head. Comprised of breeding and dry cattle and

100

horses. Besides the cattle and horses, the pasture has been

shared with buffalo, deer, elk, bears and timerwolves,

making Mulvihill Community Pasture a beautiful wilderness area.

Macross
Lorne's Telephone Stunt
by Faye Goranson
My memories of growing up on the farm in Macross are
filled with wonderful people and experiences.
One of the big kids in Macross School when I started
grade one when I was just five years old. We, the little
kids, soon learned Lorne Miljure was a champion of the

identify himself as an official from the telephone company. He was going to tell them that he was about to

younger, the weaker or anyone who needed help ofany
kind and he was often our refuge. He did like to tease a
bit and have fun but his antics were not vindictive or

blow out the (telephone) lines, a cleaning process which he

said would have to be done periodically to keep things

hurtful.

wrrrking well.

Lonre had three other notable characteristics - he was
good at telling stories and imitating people, he loved to
laugh, joke and sing, and he liked to go visiting. As he
grew up, he made many friends in our district and all
the others around. He liked to travel and since that often
meant walking, his nicknamebecame Foot.

He strongly advised that, in order to protect themselves and their homes from the inevitable dust, oil, and

One of those became known as the TelephoneJoke
and for years was a classic story that was widely known
and enjoyed in the community. Lorne's telling of it has
dissolved many people into gales of laughter. It deserves
to be recorded in this book of Eriksdale history so, although it will lose a great deal without the embellishments only Lorne can supply in his inimitable fashion, I
hope I can relate it acceptably.
It all started a few months after the telephone came

other sludge that might shoot out of the phone wires and
the box-style phones in their house during the process,
people should completely cover them up. "So, I got on
the phone to Mrs. P. and got it started. She and her husband were already in on the plan, so she went along
with it, asking a lot of questions about how to do it and
what might happen if she didn't," Lorne said.
"Then I phoned another one with the same story. She
added to it, saying her husband's neryes were really bad
so she had better put him to bed till it was all over. Well,
I'd planned on saying to keep the phones covered till
nine the next morning, but since she was going to keep
her husband in bed, I changed it to eleven o'clock! Then
I phoned another household and explained about bringing the big machine out from town to start the work."
And so it went on. Anxiety and apprehension started to
build as the neus spread beyond the original contacts.
Lorne and his cohorts could not wait to find out what

into our area, about 1950. We were all very pleased to

was happening.

have the phone, even though the party lines were loaded,
(ours had 19 phones on it), the phones were very elemen-

"The next morning, as the mail lady (who was in on
it) made her rounds, she soon heard about it and people
showed her their phones. She could not believe what
she was seeing. Here, they had pillow cases and bran
bags and sugar bags and lots of blankets and quilts all
around their phones. They were all wrapped up and

Everywhere he went, he was singing, yodeling or
whistling as he walked. He knew everybody for miles
around and as he grew older, he got very good at designingjust the rightjokes to play on, and with, the right
people.

tary and the connections depended upon one woman,
the telephone exchange operator in Eriksdale, Mrs.
Jeffers.
In our rather isolated rural district, the phones brought
45

some were even scared to tal<e the covers off and see
what was inside. She saw the same kind of thing in a lot
of different homes. She was just amazed!"
"Well, when it was all over and the word got out that
it was all a joke, some people got quite mad because
they'd been taken in, but after awhile most of them
laughed ati! too." Lorne said. "We couldn'tbelieve how
well it had worked and we just killed ourselves laughing.
It was one of the few times I ever saw my dad laugh so
hard. He fell right down in the kitchen, he was laughing
so hard, and he said, "lhat'll sure lea¡n those women for

community donated. Of all the 4-H leaders of the area
over the Years. Edith Lawrence was one of the first in
the area to bring 4-H to the Clydebank area. Many leaders helped with garden clubs, grain clubs, calf clubs, and
poultry clubs.
I remember the number of hours spent quilting by
LizzieLawrence, Bssie Maþas, Ann Pottinger, and Ann

carrying on like that. They shouldn't be listening in on
the phone in the first place,"'
As time went on and the story was told and re-told,
people got over their initial indþation at being fooled
and getting caught listening in. Others just enjoyed hearing Lorne tell this story along with a lot of other tales
(true and some a bit tall) that he had collected on his
rounds. His love of people, humor, and entertaining was,
and still is, a big part of who Lorne Miljure is.
And, what Lorne exemplifies, is the kind of earthy,
solid, adaptable, caring people who have built up this
community in spite of hardship, deprivation and not-solaughable challenges in life.
"To Laugh is to love life."

I remember the dedication of teachers like Phyllis
Lamb, and Sunday school teachers in the area. Granny
Saunders being one of the many excellent ones.
Who could forget Mrs. Weatherburn's red geraniums
in her livingroom window, or Ina Kingsley's delicious
chocolate roll, or Mrs. John Lamb's lunches, or Blsie
Walker's love of a whist drive, or that Mrs Havard shot
the bull dead that was trying to kill her husband or that
David Lawrence shot a bear nea¡ the school?
The men in a mixed farming community worked long
hours clearing land. In winter, after pitching hay by hand
and hauling it home during the day, they hooked up the

Zasitko and other Clydebank ladies.
I remember the beautiful gardens of Mrs. Flinta and
Mrs. Beckman. Mrs Allen's orchards were something
special.

horses and sleigh to get their family to local concerts
and dances at night.
In the day before school buses, children drove horses
to get to school. The majority walked a fair distance like the Andrews children faithfully coming to Clydebank, 2 1/2 miles, in all kinds of weather through a bush

Things I Remember!
Pineview (Clydebank)
Memories by Joyce Watson and A.M. Stevenson
In the early days when people had to supply their own

trail.
One thinks of the dedication of those delivering mail.
Archie Malcolm who used the motto that the Royal Maíl
must get through west of Erilcrdale, delivered in winters by
team and caboose. And George and Olga Ashby delivered mail, and later drove the school bus - you could set
your watch by their efficient timing.
I remember trips to the lake and the picnics there Long Point and Watson's Beach and the homemade icecream (made on the spot).
I remember the trips to town to visit the "Tiee Plant-

entertainment, community plays, socials, box socials, and
dances were part of community life. No cakewalk was
complete unless it had one ofJean Ryden's beautifully

light sponge cakes for the prize.
When Clydebank first started participating in musical festivals, children often rode in the back of trucks to
get there. For one early festival Arnold Torgerson transported the school children in the back of his gravel truck.
He put benches in to sit on. The children thought it was
great!

One of the highlights of a school year was the Christmas concert. Mary Ross spent endless hours coming to
play the piano to ensure a good program.
How we practised! Even part of noon hour and recess and how Mr.James Allen always sang for us concert night. MrJames Lawrence and Wm. Allen would

ing Car".

bring the tree.

by John Plantz
In the year 1910 a group ofJewish settlers moved into

Oh, for the good old days!

The Jewish Community
of Gamper

One thinks of the dedicated hours that people in the
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the vicinity of what is now known as Camper. The com-

outdoor Russian oven which his wife would use to bake

munity at that time was named New Hirsch, for its
founder, the wealthy Austrian Jewish philanthropist,
Baron Maurice de Hirsch. ManyJewish families from

30-40 loaves of bread at a time!

Many in theJewish community attended the synagogue in the town of Camper. The Mortimer Davis

Russia, Ukraine, and Austriaimmigrated to Canada during this time. Farm colonies were being set up by the
Jewish Colonization Association. The Camper colony
had its beginnings with four families: the Litmans,

School was established for theJewish children in the area.

It was named after theJewish philanthropist, Mortimer
Davis of Montreal. Those who taught in this school included Hillel Sandoch, S. Abraham, R. Wodlinger, H.
Stinson, A. Wood, I. Munro and L.Jenner.
Jewish Feasts and High Holy Days were held at both
the synagogue and the school. Usually a Rabbi was
brought in to perform the actual services on these spe-

Tennehauses, Goldsteins, and Levines, who came around

June 15, 1910. They lived in tents until log houses could
be built. Others joined them later that year and in the
years to follow. A total of approximately 125-130 families lived in the colony at one time or another between
the years of 1910-1927. Though the colony disbanded in

cial occasions.

Opinions differ

for the colony's disbandment in L924. Some say it was a mistake to settle in

1924 many families stayed until 1927.

The opportunity to purchase 160 acres for $10 was a
strong drawing card for mariy. Owning land was not
something they had been allowed in other countries. So,

as to the reasons

Camper when land was well priced near Winnipeg, too.
Others say, most were not experienced farmers and,
therefore, could not succeed, The land, too, with its poor
soil, rocks, trees and swamps was not very suitable for
farming. Still others blame it on the lack of a good education available to the young people there. TheJewish
Colonization Association saw it as a failure because it
did not last as long, or do as well as other farm colonies.
Its purpose was to establishJewish farmers. From that
perspective perhaps it was a failure. We need, however,
to ask ourselves what success really is; how is it obtained
and evaluated? I, personally, believe that the Camper
Colony was a success. Many of theJewish families had
fled pogroms and anti-Semitic attacks in the old country. This was a priceless, new freedom, allowing them to
fearlessly live out and pass on to their children a rich
heritage of beliefs and dreams. The value of this experience is evidenced in the many whose children have gone

though few were experienced farmers among them, they
were determined to make a new start.
The town of Camper itself began with theJewish people on the east side of the CNR and the German community on the west side of the tracks. This land, mostly
swamp, belonged to Mike Berchanski. He got a lot of
the people interested in starting a co-operative between
the two communities and thus Siding 6 came into being.
On August 3, 1914 it became officially know as Camper.
It was named after Rev Father Camper, a missionary
who had served the community and area for over thirty
years.

Numerous people in theJewish community soon realized that farming this area was extremely difficult.
Many, therefore, decided to setup businesses in the town
of Camper. Mr. Berchanski opened the first store there.
Alex Sender, also, started up a store. This store later became know as Busch's Store. He, also, owned an elevator. Abe Pressman ran a sawmill and lumber industry.
Litman operated a grain elevator and built a flour mill.
A board and room house was run by Mrs. Diploch.
Diploch and Yates managed a hotel in 1915. Mr.
Berchanski, son-in-law of Alex Sender, was a butcher.
Mr, Grosh had a Watkins business. Mr. Gutenberg and

on to be doctors, lawyers, accountants, dentists, TV hosts,

politicians, professors, teachers, and the list could go on.
Camper Colony does not exist today. But its memories continue in the hearts of those who lived here and
through the stories that have been passed from one generation to another. This article is dedicated to the memories of theseJewish homesteaders, whose aspirations and
efforts to overcome great odds, have made them an in-

spiration to us all.

the Quenchels were also storekeepers. Jack Pressman
found employment with the Quenchels. Mr. Wacnow
owned stores in Camper, Ashern, Fairford and Deerhorn.

Life ís not measured by the time we líve.

Morris Genesloff's store had the distinction of having a
phone. Shorty Stone was the CNR water tank operator.
One story is told of Morris Tennenhaus, who built an
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our of our neighbors at the Lake Manitoba Indian Reserve.

OUR NEIGHBOR'S TO THE WEST
Our natives came to this open plain

Lake Manitoba Band

From the Northwest - so they say.
His home of earth, poles and skins
Could be built within a day,
But to live was a different thing,

The official name of this band is Lake Manitoba. Often
mistakenly called Dog Creek, which is the original name
of the Metis community now known as Vogar. The re-

as told by vernon Paul

No polished steel had they;
Tools of bone, wood or stone,
And dishes of yellow clay.

serve covers 9,317 acres.

Striking hvo stones to make a spark
For fires bright to ward the dark;
They hunted for food in the woods around,
Shot from a tree, snared on the ground,

scent. The Manitoba and Saskatchewan group are called

The origin of this woodland tribe is rooted in the Great
Lakes region of Ontario. The people are of Ojibwe deSaulteaux, from the French, meaning people who travel
the rapids. The name preferred by the people is

Anishinaabe meaning original man. This band adopted
the Plains tribal customs, but maintained their Grand

Fish from a nearby lake were took
With leather line and fancy bone hook;

Medicine Society, Midiwewin.
Theaty # 2 was signed by Chief Son Sonse September
1871. The title of chief was hereditary, handed down from

Corrals were built of brush and log
To run wild buffalo into a bog.
They paddled the rivers with grace of a swan

In

father to son until 1901.
Elections of chief started shortly after 1871 but many
bands followed band customs and chose hereditary
chiefs, contrary to government wishes. Today the chief
is elected, according to the Indian Act. The present chief
is Florence Mclean, the first woman to hold this position. The first woman councillor was Rita Paul.
Shortly after the treaty was signed, less than half of
the reserve population who had voted on the location of
the reserve, and lost, moved off the reserve. They went
south and established homesteads at Oak Point and

built of wood with birch bark glued on,
And gathered the furs for robes and mats;
Beaver and rabbit skins made coats and hats,
canoes

From elk and deer they tanned the skins
For trousers and shoes called moccasins;
Running with snowshoes over the snow
With arrows ready to clasp on the bow,
From relics we find it looks so sad
What little these first brave people had,
No medicine, doctor, or wonder pill
To help them get well, whenever ill
Weeds, roots and plants to brew
Would cure their aches and pains or flu;
With wisdom, made laws for the tibal band,
And the Great Spirit Manitou watched o'er their land.

gradually were assimilated into that area losing their status.

In the early days there was

a good relationships besettlers as they relied
and
pioneer
tween band people
on each other for help, food and they traded goods by

barter.

When Medical Services no longer provided birth information to Indian Affairs, it was each family's responsibility to register their own children. Many children were

About the author Nell Macklin:
Nell's father immigrated from England in 1887. She
was born in Argyle in 1912. Her uncle had a collection
of arrowheads and shared his knowlege of them with

not registered on the band register.
Since the introduction of Bill C-31 in mid 1980's, bands
are experiencing a population explosion on their re-

her, later giving her some of his collection. This peeked
her interest in native artifacts. Nell and her husband studied native arrowheads and pottery over the years and
have an extensive colletion. Her children are interested
in such things, she plans to share her collection with them
someday. This delightful poem was written by Nell to
accompany their collection. It was originally called The
Indians. We refer to it as Our Neighbors to the

serves. Marry wornen who were disenfranchised (had
married out) have regained their status along with their
children. Many were disenfranchised who wanted to vote

or work off the reserve therefore gave uP their treaty
status. They were also re-enfranchised due to Bill C-31'
The population on the band register is 1300. There are

Wstinhon48

The Band employs one constable. The nearest RCMP

detachment is located in Ashern.
The standard of living has greatly improved. Most
houses are modern frame bungalows with plumbing.
Hydro service came in 1960. It is provided by band line.
Daily postal service is provided to Mulvihill with delivery three times a week to Vogar.
Future plans include creating a town site by building
40 houses near the new band store.

A Story About
an lndian Arrowhead
Last week along Apple Creek, the rains washed away a
section of the bank and there among the pebbles,I found
an Indian arrowhead. It was small and perfectly

Vernon Paul shares his story wíth the
History Book Commíttee

formed-

the kind that was used to hunt birds and small animals.

"Well, my Indian friend," I said as I dried his bit of
flint on my sleeve, "it's been a long time, hasn't it? How
many years since you aimed this point at some ancestor
of the rabbits I chased out of my garden all summer?
Was it a day like this one? October - by whatever name

838 people living on the reserve. Indian Affairs supply
funding according to population.
The Oblate Fathers of the Roman Catholic Church
held services and taughtreligion onthe reserve. The nuns
taught academics at the local Indian Day School operated by the Department of Indian Affairs. In the last few
years there has been greater resurgence of spirihral traditionalism. Spiritualism was outlawed by Canadian
Government Indian Act, although tribes still practiced
their spirihrality in secrecy. This law was rescinded in
1951 by changes to the Indian Act.

you knew it?"

When I think of the Indians who hunted, fished, and
fought here, it is always October in my imagination, perhaps because my father told me the autumn haze was
smoke from their campfires. That arrowhead gave me a
sense of continuity, not of blood but of land- and the

Indians and trappers, explorers, soldiers, and farmers
who used it in their turn.
That night I gave the small point to Mike,Jr., who

The Lake Manitoba Education Authority Incorporated is one of the first few that took over local control of

asked where

education in the early 1970's. Band children attend this
school which offers grades K to 12. All academics are
provincially standardized. The school has recently purchased 30 computers and students have access to the
Internet. The band is responsiblefor25 post-secondary

I got it.

ttFrom an old friend," I said, ttwho wants you to keep

it

as

long

as the rivers

run and the grass grows."

"That sounds like forever," he said.
ttl hope so,"

students who are studying in other colleges.
On reserve facilities include a recreational building,

and a new Administration building, fully staffed to authorize all the social programs and economic development.
Miskogabow, the recently built modern Medical Centre has a fully equipped medical staff, dental facilities,
drug and alcohol counselling and a doctor's office.

Miskogabow is named after the late chief, Raymond
Swan.

For fìre protection the band has a triple combination
pump with a 12 man volunteer fire department trained
to basic level.
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Immediately to the north lived the Jonas Olsons in a
two-storey log house which still stands on the property.
The quarter section east of Olsons was the home of the
Hestman family. Mr. Hestman was a horse dealer and
farmer. He and his stallion, Indigo, were a familiar sight
on the early country roads.
A bachelor, Anton Hanson, also lived in the area.
Then there were the Drysdales, somewhere across

Nord District Memories
Just a little bit from memory about some of the early
settlers of Nord School district who perhaps have not
already been mentioned.

Mr. Hans Aune, a bachelor from

Norway,

homesteaded on Section 20. He was considered the local veterinary and responded to calls day or night. Mr.
Aune's sister Sanna and her husband Erik Olof Brikson
(brother of Mrs. E, Hammer) lived close by on Section

from Lundquists. Gerda andJonas Solmonson lived south
of Klarstroms. The Prest family homesteaded west of
Nord. Mrs. Prest was a nurse, a welcome addition to the

28.

Mr. Nygaard, another homesteader, lost his young
wife, so placed some of his children into the care of

community.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Meade attended Nord
at one time.
The Thorne family homesteaded the land presently
occupied by Debbie and Ben Kinkead. To the south lived
theJernbergs who built an earth-rammed house for their
chickens but ended up living in it themselves. They built

friends and neighbors.

North of the homestead of Paulina and Brik Erickson
Iived a Mr. Carty. Also appearing in the record book
were the names Callow, Baldry and Charles Dobson,
but no information of their dwellings.
The Morberg family moved on to the homestead of
the Per Ericksons, who returned to Sweden after some

a log barn

with

a special lock mortise

in the corners, one

of Mr.Jernberg's many talents.

years here.

There was the Fossum place where a human skeleton
was found. There lies a story that won't be told here.
After these homesteaders moved away $ passed on,

A gentle lady, Mrs. Ingrid Swanson, who lived north
of Nord School with her family, offered a haven from
cold hands and feet to the children passing her home on
their approximately three mile trek to and from school.
These children could find the same warm welcome from
Mr. and Mrs. Klarstrom on their alternate route.
Anders Solmonson and his family homesteaded the
land now occupied by Margaret and Everet Sidwall.

Jenson, Bergen, Foley, Annett, Nelson, Evans, Lee and

Barn on Bobíer's farm

Log house

families came in their place to stay awhile. Some of these
names were: Waterman, Binny, Rocky, Wilson, Russell,
Young.
These people added something to the mixture it takes

to create and maintain a community.
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SCHOOL BELLS AND LUNCH PAILS
The One Room Country School

The vivid memory of the teacher in the doorway, ringing the bell, is pleasant. The students would line up, each

by Ruth Líndell
Most country schools in this areíÌ were built betwecn

having thcir own place, then march into class. Times

1900-1915. Some of the firststudents attendingwere early

have changed.

teenagers. Enrollment could average up to 25 pupils in
grades

There was sadness and apprehension, when the

I to VIII.

boundaries commission divided the province into larger
school divisions. The one room country school now belongs to history.

Schools were built of a simple design and had high

ceilings in the classroom. A small library, an entrance
hall with room for coats and boots; a kitchen, also used
to store wood and had either a cook stove or big box
heater. Not only was the stove needed for warmth, it
was used to heat the water in a boiler to make coffee at
social functions. Most classrooms were heated with a

A Tribute to School Bus Drivers

heater or furnace.
The teachers are deserving ofgreat credit and respect
for ajob well done often under adverse conditions. They
were always ready to walk that extra mile to give special
attention to those in need. They were active in community affairs and were regarded as special people.
Though seldom used, the presence of the strap in the
teacher's desk had an influence on the student's behavior.

Many students were too great a distance from school
to walk, so drove a horse or rode horse back. There was
a barn to shelter the horses.

There were two more equally important buildings
marked: Girl, Boy, a distance apart.

Eriksdale School Bus Drivers
Sid Miljure, Larry Juníper, Charlie Watson,
Eileen Lestrat, Harry Granberg, Pat Allen

These places of learning served many other uses. This

will follow in the school stories.
The caretakers were special people too. Besides having the school clean and warm, they were always willing
to rub those small cold hands and feet, attend to a drippy
nose, tears and frost bites.
The ink wells were very interesting too, when it wasn't
frozen, it held ink for straight nib pens. It was probably
made to dip little girls'pig tails in, or so the boys thought.
Tin lunch pails of many brands lined a shelf. Roger's
Golden Syrup, and Maple Leaf Lard were popular la-

Bus drivers deserve much appreciation for the part they

have in aiding the children's education.
These courageous people began their earþ mornings
to travel in all kind of weather and on all kinds of road
conditions.
To keep a good rapport with their students and the
parents takes a very special caring person, but also one
who has to have strong discipline, to control forty-plus
students in all their moods.
Two-way radios in their buses now, lessen the stress
for them when they encounter difficulties.
Present day drivers as of 1996:

bels. Plastic containers made their debut many years later,
also the brown bag era.

A public health nurse visited once a year, in those
earþ years. Children were lined up for their needles.
A school inspector also visited once or twice a year;

Pat Allen

day for the teachers, hopeful their work would be ap-

Charlie Watson
Eileen LeStrat
Harry Granberg

proved.

LarryJuniper

this called for the students best behavior, and a stressful
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Sid Miljure - early 1996
Spare drivers:
Craig Pottinger

The First High School
An account of the first High School by Kristiana
Bergsteinson (Hallson)

Willie Muenchow
David Ives
Tiansportation Co-ordinator for Lakeshore #23 :
Bruce Law

My father was always active in community affairs, and
on the school board. He fought hard to get a high school

(1961-82); Eileen LeStrat (1982-86); and the present

in Eriksdale. Finally, in 1923 there were enough students
to qualify for a government grant and I believe there were
16 enrolled in the first call - three of which were Hallsons.
Miss Embree was our first teacher and classes were held
in an abandoned store that had no foundation so the floors
were always cold. We had no desks and studied at tables
and chairs donated by various people. The next year our
teacher was Mr. King, who, to use his words, "had a thlight
impediment in his thpeechth" - much to our amusement.
Others followed and for the most part were held in high

driver Ray Grandmont who started in the fall of 1986.

esteem.

The Interlake Spectator;
Wednesday, July L2,1989 headline

School bus stops at family gate
lor 27 straight years.
Only three bus drivers have driven the Eriksdale
area route during this time. They are Frank Malpas

Some of the other first bus drivers remembered were:
George Ashby, Olga Ashby, Harold Gumbrill, Arnold
Blue, spare driver for all of them was Vic Sturgess for 19
years.

School Inspectors
Dates are approximate

Brunet 1916-19
Dr. George W. Bartlett
Godias

1919-28

James Humphrey Plews 1928-33

Robert B.

Bucher

1933-36

Celeste Muller 1936-1940 or 41
John Melville Brown early 1940's or 4L-46

William Smith Patterson 1946-49
William Friesen 1949-53
Carl Leo Pokrant 1953-57
Tony

Duhamel

lst Hígh Schoool Students
Lucy Applebee, Jean Heroux, Miss Norríngton,
Norman Bell, Teenie Baker, Laura Mills.
Bíll Rushforth, Clífford Casselman, Dorothy
Cowdery, lrís Sharpe, Helen Hackland.

1957-6I

AlexanderJohn Wilson August 1967 -July

1970

Mr. Wilson was the lastinspector. The supervision was
then undertaken by superintendents. These were:
Fred Gross August 1970 -June 1985
Dan McNeil July 1985 -June 1991
Ron Weston July 1991 -July 1996
Barry Nadolny August 1996 - present

ln Support of Small Communities
Duel Campus
by Enid Gibbings
This was written when I attended a meeting and heard
that plans were underway to perhaps bus our High School
students to Stonewall. I didn't want my children or anyone else's to spend six hours a day on a bus. As I was on
a committee from Eriksdale trying to keep our local school
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I

began to fight and prepared this a¡ticle, presented at
another meeting.
My husband Ben used much of this material when he
spoke on behalf of the delegates who addressed the members of the Legislature. This is a part of our history - the

We care very much about your joy and sorrow. (I hope).

Only I/5 to L/4 of the number of children participate
in large schools - large anything. Instead of 20 girls from
six schools getting all charged up over some sports activity - and really living - only 20 will now participate. Tiue
they will have a better chance of winning. But what about
the other 100 that no longer contribute?

school still rema.ins.

Afterwards a wise Department of Education offìcial
asked me what I thought of a Dual Campus system (for
our area). I said I thought many would consider it a good
compromise. The school board worked very hard to set
it up when the dual campus was found acceptable.
Th following was published in the Argus in support of

The chaos, hurt and enmity that is being created among
good friends and neighbors in small adjoining districts is

devastating. I like and admire many of these people. I
don't want to have to fìght with them to stay alive. The
situation created by our knowledgeable politicians and
thrust upon us if we are to continue to exist is very like
the Irish situation.

the saving of small communities and local high schools.
"On behalf of our small community and your small
community - our small school and your small school.
Why do we want to keep our small community? Why
don't we just, as most senior civil servants desire, commit

Why is bigness so important, essential and desirable?
Certainly it isn't more economical - note the rise of school
costs since big units - metro and government costs, etc.

It

one now They feel it the first time they do a bunny hop

only lets one person represent many in any democratic
form of society. Is this what makes people contented?
Please Government offìcials let the small communities, schools, etc. exist if they so desire. Don't be a Doctor
that advises a sick patient, "I think it would be better if
you would just commit suicide". Then Bill can have your
eyes,John your heart and that poor old liver of yours
isn't good for anyone anyway". He no longer exists and
the world is poorer for his demise - because he could

at the carnival, or score a goal at a hockey game and the

make people huppy - he cared."

suicide?

The reason is very plain to all of us that life in small
centres. According to "the powers thatbe" we should now
be phased out (dissolved) and give our affiliation and love

to the Growth Cmtre that some group of men designated
while looking at a map.
We, in these small centres have an identity - our children in the small schools have an identity. They are some-

crowd cheers, or take part in a local church pantomime or concert. They don't have to take drugs to get kíclcs out
of life. They don't have to rebel against the establishment
to show that they are an important human being. In these

A Vision lmplemented!
Two men of vision, Superintendent Siegfried Grosse and
Special Education Co-ordinator Edward Cooke, through

a series of standardized tests across Lakeshore School
Division, had identified a specíalneed: to bring the reading level up to par with the rest of Canada. They applied
for a government grant to start a new project for its libraries. The pilot project would be closely monitored by
the Department of Education and if proved successful, it
could be a model for other rural school divisions in Mani-

smaller centres everyone respects the other's dignity. True

my neighbor may not have exactly the same set of values
as I have. I don't care. He's a darn nice guyr and I, and
the rest of the community respect him.
Our children participate in this community and its life
as we, the adults do. They bring satisfaction to themselves
and the whole small group when they play on a local
hockey team, help edit a paper, win an award for wood
working or public speaking, etc. They get a deep, inner
satisfaction and isn't that what all people desire out of
life!
Tiue, by staying in this small group while growing up
they are deprived of some of the options that a large school
presents. But the lessons of stability, common sense and
judgment of other human beings they learn outweighs
the deficits of their being lost among the many. A small
community says to all of its people and children, we care.

toba. The special grant did come and now, the Lakeshore
School Division needed a co-ordinator to implement its
new project. Mrs. Grace D'Arcy, then supervisor of Manitoba School Library Services, was consulted on available
staff. I, Sister Odile Saint-Pierre, was given the job.

Implementing the library project in Lakeshore School
Division was a real challenge. With the major goal in
mind, our first step was to bring into the schools a variety
of samples of high-interesVlow-level reading kits borrowed from the Department of Education. It soon be5+

came evident that the students were being motivated to

Technology and Education

read more and the teachers soon appreciated the intent
of the division.

by Terry Peters 1996
In recent years technology has radically changed education. Phrases like global school house, information highway,

The project had proven worthwhile. Gradually we
developed our own resource centre to provide maximum

and distance education (via ITV) have become common

sharing of educational materials among all the schools.
Itwould contain books and audio-visual and other teaching materials to support the curriculum from kindergarten to grade 12 including Home Ec. and Shop. I paid
regular visits to the schools located in Lundar, Briksdale,

place inside and outside of the school system. With chang-

ing resources, the role ofthe educator has also changed
considerably. Teachers once seen as providing information to students in a direct sense now have increased
opporhrnity to act as facilitators helping students not only
to remember facts but guide them on ajourney through
knowledge. Education has become more an interactive
experience with students able to manipulate directly
things that once they could only read about. Students
have opportunity to experience a much greater range of
presentation mediums than even ten years ago. The

Ashern, Moosehorn, Vogar, Steep Rock, Inwood,
Poplarfield, Broad Valley Colony, Bloomfield Colony,
Fisher Branch, and Hodgson to inform teachers about
our resource materials, to train library clerks, in some
cases, to help centralize and catalogue the book collection.

In the course of time, some of the local school library

just one such medium.
Today it is possible for students in a school equipped
with internet capability to have access to information
housed on computers all over the world. In the near fuinternet

facilities were renovated and made attractive and functional thanks to the keen interest of the school principals, teachers and library staff. Resea¡ch skills were taught
in the library. There were reading blitzes and other ac-

hrre computers will contain the total of all human knowl-

tivities to promote interest in reading and research.
Through the divisional resource centre we were able to
introduce the use of video recorders and later of computers into our school system. Our busy resource centre
took in grade 12 students from Eriksdale and Lundar
who wanted work experience.
After a few years, a new round of standardized testing proved that our first goal - raising the reading level
in the division - had been reached to the great satisfaction of the teachers and principals and especially of the

edge. The implications and importance of this event to

education are obvious. Eriksdale School and Lakeshore
School Division as a whole continues to strive to remain
on the edge of technology, continuing to offer the best
in quality education to students.

Schools and Educat¡on - Then to
Now
by Eníd Gibbings
I came to Eriksdale in August 1939 to teach at Parkview

superintendent.

All this work could not have been accomplished without support staff at the resource centre. Among those
who worked at the centre the most prominent is Ms.
Wendy King who very ably filled this need. She quickly

School. Everything looked so green to me as there were

still so many little lakes and swamps undrained. It was
the end of the depression time and most people were
still very poor. If you had something to sell (agricultural
produce, cattle, etc.) there were few buyers. It seemed
that the cre¿un cheque was the main source of cash here.
It was a vicious circle for nearly ten years but soon to be
broken as WWII erupted in less than one month and
changed our world forever.
The school house was small and had been built of
logs. However, they had been covered with siding when
I arrived, and the inside was finished in wall board. It
was reasonably warm, heated with wood in a large rectangular stove. There were plenty of south windows. In
one corner was the library where every book was well

learned the necessary technical skills, produced a materials catalogue for the schools and looked after the circulation. At first, teaching materials a¡rd what we called
book bloclcs were circulated

in my car as I visited

is

each

school usually twice a month. When a school bus was
transformed into a mobile resource centre, Wendy got
behind the wheel and made sure that the schools took
advantage of our educational materials. When I retired
in 1986 Wendy became responsible for the divisional
resource centre.
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worn from reading. We also had a shed on the back of
the building. Here many projects were completed before the cold weather set in. The grades IV, V, a¡rd VI
made an Bskimo village out of paper mache. How we
scrounged for all of that newspaper. Of course the older

Back to the Land depression scheme knew there were

plenty of war-time jobs available and left. Such a small
enrollment did not justify a teacher so I was asked to
come to town to teach the Primary room. I left behind
my mile and 3/4 walk twice a day, $50 a month, a happy
environment anc{ memories, to teach Grades I, II, III
and IV. There were 3l pupils when I started in Eriks-

students became interestecl ancl some carvecl wooclen
figures, instead of having plasticine ones. Mr. Muller,
the school inspector, was so impressed he took it away
to have it in a display in Winnipeg. This was very good
for the children's moral. They now knew they were somebody who could do something special.
I had never attended a rural school but found it a
wonderful place for teaching and learning as I had only
14 pupils and everyone received personal attention. At
the first visit from Mr. Muller I asked him if I could take
some of the good students ahead more than one grade
in a year. One family of five children were Bøck to th¿
Landers. They had come

dale.

Within

a

few weeks Deerhill School was destroyed by

fire and I added ten more names to the register

as

those

youngsters were transported to town. Then manyyoung

mothers with children began returning to their parents
homes as their husbands were overseas. Even the new
station agent had two small children. Finally I had 52
students in the room - fat,fat too many to accomplish
anything properly. There were no secretaries and just a
jelly Hectograph to run off the dozens of papers one
needs with small children. So inJune 1942I moved on.
I returned to Eriksdale in 1946 as a bride, but did not
become involved in teaching for some years. Things had

from drought stricken Saskatch-

ewan where the closest open school was five miles and
they had no shoes to wear in winter. But they were bright
and very eager to learn. Three of them (the older ones)

not changed much but there was a severe teacher shortage and I remember Mr. Hallson and Mr. Halldorson
coming to hy to persuade me to take the high school as
I had worked in a smaller school in Tianscona as principal after leaving here. But husbands did not much approve of their wives working in 1947. This was one of
the big changes that soon was to take place. I did go on
the local school boa¡d during this period and within a
short time a new school was being erected. This one was
much larger with running water and indoor toilets - even

completed two grades in one year. All of the students
had such good manners and were so pleasant. One
learned a good deal about them, their parents, homes,
etc. as we all ate our lunches together around the stove
and played games together outside on the grounds.

The winter days were diffìcult without electricity as it
would be dark so early. Nearly all of the children walked
to school, some nearly three miles. There was a barn out
back. It was seldom used except at Christmas Concert
evening. Horses had been replaced by the automobile.
Inthe backfortywere the two very necessary out-houses,
very far, and very uncomfortable at 20 degrees below
Fahrenheit. A well provided drinking water in the uock
cooler.Itwas the duty of the caretakers to keep this fresh,
as well as light the school stove every morning. This was
usually one of the oldest boy's jobs, and probably his
only pocket money. Bill and Robert Mclntosh were re-

a teacher's room - and a teacherage. (It is presently the

school board office for Lakeshore - 1995). Later, a high

school was built at the south end of town. The babyboom was very much in evidence at this time and even
with the large building, many students took classes in
temþorary buildings.

The Department of Bducation began making plans to
have much larger school districts - divisions - with most
of the rural schools closing. Lakeshore School Division
#23 was born. School buses became larger to accommodate rural pupils. Soon the z¿¿o schools were too small
and the high school building was expanded when the
dual campus system came into being. This had larger
rooms and a much needed gym, full time caretakers, offices, secretaries, teaching assistants, machines to copy
materials - and later computers.
During the period of. Big is Better many parents were
appalled to learn that the Department of Education would

sponsible that year.
Parkview School was administered by the Department
- there was no local board but a secretary.
Bducation
of
Hannah Greig paid the bills. This set up left the teacher
pretty well to her own resources - time tables, etc. and
certainly her own style of teaching. The school inspector visited twice a year and checked the pupils work. He
also looked at the tests I gave - and the marks.
The winds of change appeared and unfortunately by
the fall of 1940 the families who had come in under the
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like to have our high school students vanned as much as
60 miles. Many rural students would spend as much time
every day travelling as they would in class. We began to
fight - and finally a îip in masses, (many, many cars) to
the Parliament Buildings and the Minister of Education
over muddy unpaved roads in April (quite a few cars got
stuck) made the Powers that Besee their foolishness. The
dual - campus system was begun after many meetings.
In 1957I began to substitute in the local school divi
sion, and for 20 years I watched great changes. In the
home, the new teacher - television - changed attitudes
and expectations. Because of the artificial situations portrayed, and advertising, many people seemed to get on
a merry-go-round that said we are going to become richer

Various theories have been tried a¡rd often discarded
a few years later. Open classrooms - the semester system
- the new Copernicus system. The continuous progress
has been controversial. Departmental exams were discontinued in the 1970's but are now to be used again.
Students were given written tests throughout the year,
but one final exam was not the only criteria to pass. The
teachers have been evaluated in many ways such as by
the school inspector of long ago. Later teachers were

examined by the principal, principals by the superintendent. Teams of inspectors were sent out by the Department of Education.
Sports in many schools are now very important. Children travel great distances to participate in Provincial
games, but not every child has a chance to play - just for

and richer with less and less work. Unfortunately the
last few years of cut-backs, deficits and layoffs has bro-

fun - as once was the way.
Still there are report cards but they are not always
very explicit or satisfying to the parents who are now

ken the bubble. It is hard to guess where we and education will end up. The realization that we are treating our
only earth dreadfully with poisons and pollution is now
taught in many classrooms. Consumerism was the catch
word - buy more and more, use up the earth resources
with never a thought to the future - air, water and land.
My favorite teaching was done with adults for 12 years.
It is astonishing that our historical preoccupation with
the education of the young seems still to blind us to the

enormous potential of adult learning.

I

much more vocal about their children's education. Teachers are often challenged about their methods, discipline,
material, etc. They now have to play many roles in each
child's life as well as present the huge amounts of material to be covered in less classroom time. Mainstreaming
and the lack of structure and stability in many homes
leaves a modern teacher under considerable stress. Society has changed. Accountability has become thebtzz
word in every educator's vocabulary.
In the past ten years as much or more information
has been accumulated (medicine, science, computers,
etc.) than in the 100 years before that, But to turn out

worked with

groups of students wherever space was available - schools,

homes, halls and trailers. As the era of television came
into the home, many adults knew that their grade VIII
(etc.) education was not enough to compete and succeed.
They must go back to school. What a joy they were to
work with. No racking of the brains for the teacher to
find a way to motivate them. They tried so hard and
were such good sports about many diffìcult things. I have
always been happy to see so many go on to get better
jobs and lead more fulfilling lives. We all keep on edu-

cating ourselves; modern life demands

it

well adjusted adults able to cope with peer pressure and
gangs you must have involvement for any real knowledge to be gained, whether it be intellectual, social, spir-

itual or physical.
So there is nothing so constant
in education.

(computers,

as change - especially

Abbeville #1530

etc.). Universities have huge numbers of adult students.

Comparison of education then and now is most diffi
cult. Children were more mature then, but they are more
sophisticated now. Teachers face many of the same problems we did long ago. Is it sometimes better for the child
to repeat a grade - or is it always bad - how to fìnd time
for the great diversity of intelligence one finds in any
classroom? Some systems seem to favour the brightest,
others help the weaker students more. Many parents are
demanding that more time be spent on the three Rs

Abbeville School bordered the Eriksdale - Lundar division line; on SW 5-21-4W in the RM of Eriksdale. The
first record found was in minutes of 1911. The first teacher
is

not known, however, Mrs. Laura Desjarlais taught there

for many years. The school was also located across the
road from the Catholic Church. It was mainly a French
and Metis settlement. Original people moved there from
St. Laurent and Oak Point. About half of the children
attending the school were from the Coldwell RM, the
others lived in the Briksdale RM. Abbeville closed its

again.
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home in Bngland, and given a number.
A short time later, a second survey and census was
taken there. Afterwards, the people were informed there
were not enough families there, with children to warrant
a school.

Some families left the area, so their children could
attend a school within walking distance.
Family names remembered: Bruce, Taylor, Vincents,
Bingham, Butlers and Evans.

Birch Lake School #15,89
The original was in the Woodlea Municipality.
Birch Lake School was situated one mile east of what
is now the Mulvihill Community Pasture head quarters
and said to be built in 1919 on NW 10-23-5W.
Due to a lack of students it closed sometime in the
forties, and later burned. The shrdents left when it closed;

Abbeville School '1955
doors

in

1967.

Arnold Blue was their first bus driver

Agriculture #1589

made their own way to

Mulvihill School.

Agriculture had two numbers; original said to be #1802,
and then #1589.
Situated on NW 34-23-5W in the Woodlea area; and

opened for classes August 13, 1915.
As settlers moved away, it is believed to have closed
about 1950. In 1955 it was renamed Birch Lake, is situated east of Mulvihill, corneringthe MoggeyRoad. There
¿re no people living in the original district.
Tolb and Olga Christiansen moved closer to Mulvihill
School. Kristiansons, andJuers had already left, Claude
Normans and Billie Lockwood were the last to leave.

Bírch Lake Christmas Concert 1959

In

1955, the then closed Agriculture School was
moved, and is now 2 3/4 miles east of Mulvihill, became
Birch Lake - NE 5-23-5W The first teacher then was Miss
Starkell who boarded with Linnea and Hugo Granberg.
Elaine Neely, a local girl was there a term and Harry
Warwick came to stay until it closed inJune, 1968.

Agrículture School Picnic

Aldershot #2125
The school that never was.
The land was surveyed, described as lot 2 in 21-5-SE.
Date given as May 22,1925.
Engineers came to the district, surveyed the land and
the school was to be built. Dr. Bartlett was the school
inspector at the time, the school was named after his

Some students who attended

the

schools:

Christiansens, Sutherlands, Townsends, Granbergs, Byron Lindell and Godfreys.
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Clydebank School #1598
by Mary Ryden
Clydebank School was built on two acres of land in the
quarter section of NW 32-2L-6W. This land was donated
by Mr. Forsyth who owned the quarter. The school was
named after the town of Clydebank in Scotland.
The school was opened in 1912 with Mr.Jim May as
the teacher. His salary was $600 a year. First trustees were

Jim Forsyth (Secretary{reasurer) andJ.W. Hoover. Pupils were: Fred Hoover, Jean Forsyth, Oliver Hoover,
Lena Hoover, Stanley Holmes, Walter Hoover, Marjorie
Drysdale, Ethel Holmes, Margarite Lamb, Morris Hoover,Jennie Homes, Eileen Drysdale, and Lillian Holmes.

Bírch Lake School Students
Garry Sutherland, Berníce Chrístiansen, Marilyn
Christiansen, Elaine Sutherland, Brian Sutherland,
Harry Warwick (teacher), Linda Granberg, lrma
Christiansen, Florence Granberg, Donna
Christiansen, Ha rry G ranberg
The school was bought byJack Townsend, later sold
to Thor Sigurdson, and mostly used as a hunting lodge.
Although the land in the original Birch Lake area is
all used, a large portion is in the communily pasture.

Three families remain; Ken Anderson, Junipers and
Daryll Lindell.

Buller School #1702
The school was situated two miles north and three miles
west of Mulvihill on NW l7-23-6W
Some of the families in the district were: Fords,
Zacharias, Drylick, Bollo and Stepik. Miss Montieth

in 1914-15. Miss Edith McKitrick was the
second last teacher before closing at Christmas of.lg27.
taught there

A Mr. Kehler bought the school.

Clydebank School Fíeld Day

Jim Weatherburn, Kathleen Lamb holding banner,
Allan Lawrence in front, Margaret Johnson centre

Buller School 1917

-

The school was heated by a large wood stove which
was often the responsibility of the teacher to keep it go

1927
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Phil Beckma¡r still has his team uniform.
The school was the focus of most of the social events
in the district also. Many showers for girls of the district
were held there. These showers were attended by the
children and the men. Lunch was served by the Ctydebank Ladies Club. There were wedding receptions and
50th anniversary parties held there also. Many Saturday

gers.

night, a dance was held and local musicians such as Mary
andJack Ross, Oli and Vickie Olsson, and Fred Kaa¡tinen
played for them.
Another annual event was the Christmas concert and
often a teacher's teaching ability was judged by the quality of the Christmas concert not his or her teaching credentials. Of course the grand finale of the concert was
Santa Claus. It was many a young female teachers' nightmare, the man who was persuaded to do the honor.
Some of the teachers who taught at Clydebank and
still remain in the district or surrounding areas are: Ed-

ith (Webster) Lawrence - 1927-1929; Alice (Oliver)
Kaartinen - 1947-1948; Phyllis (Kenyon) Lamb - 1951-

Pupils at Clydebank School '1952

1962; Rosalind (Pollard) Mclntosh - 1963, and Mary
(Cawley) Ryden - 1964-1968.
A plaque and cairn has been erected orr the school
site by the Clydebank Ladies Club. The cairn commemorates the school and the pioneers who helped build and

Maisie Seymour, Joyce Ford, Doris Seymour,
Shirley Kingsley. Frank Ryden, Carol Ross, Doreen
Lawrence, Russell Andrews. Connie & Freída
Andrews, Treína Lawrence, Charlie Ross, Miss
Kenyon (teacher)

make the school the hub of the community it served.
This event was marked by a dedication ceremony and a
family picnic. This took place onJuly 10, 1993. The dedi
cation took place at the school grounds and the picnic
was held at the farm of Bdwin and Mary Ryden. The
event was attended by many of the former students. A
quilt depicting the school was designed by Phyllis Lamb,
quilted by members of the club and was raffled. Paul
Kauppila also painted a picture of the school.
Clydebank School closed its door inJune of 1968. It
was one of the last one-room schools to close. Mary
(Cawley) Ryden was the last teacher. The students attending in 1968 were: grade 1 - Bruce Walker and

ing. Many stories have been told of frozen i¡rk wells arrd
ice in the water coolers. Many snow drifts had to be
climbed to get to the outdoor toilets, The frozen pump
had to be primed to get water. There were many frozen
toes and fingers, with teacher and pupils huddled around
the stove.
The school usually consisted of grades 1 - 8 but often,
grade 9 and 10 pupils were in the school taking correspondence lessons supervised by the teacher who sometimes was the same age as some of the pupils. Edith
(Webster) Lawrence, who still lives in the area, remembers when she taught 1n 1927. There were 35 students,

Beverley Flinta; grade 2 - Harland Beckman, Julie

including: Lily Beckman, Sonia Flinta,John Saunders,
May Weatherburn, Jim Weatherburn, Earling Beckman

Kauppila, Connie Kauppila, and Brenda Price; grade 3 Dennis Walker and Caroþ hice; grade 4 - Brnie Walker,
Bruce Flinta, Gerry Saunders, Les Kauppila and Chadie
Monkman; grade ,5 - Melville Price, Donny Price, and

and Ted Beckman.

Sports Days were a major event in the Clydebank
School and was known to have taken home meny pcn
nants. They even had a school chant that went like this,

Stanley Flinta; grade 7 - Margaret Monkman; grade 8 Bryan Saunders. The last school board trustees were:

Clydebank, Clydebank, that's our school. Fair þlay, Fair þlay,
that's our rule. Ifyou are going to beat Cþdebank you haae to

Wallace Ford, Harold Lamb and Phillip Beckman. The
Secretary{ieasurer was Edwin Ryden.
Most of the one-room schools had a support group of

g0 slme. Yeah Clydebank!'lherc was also a baseball team

of older boys. This team was nicknamed The Crary Bug60

ladies who formed a club. These clubs put on the lunches

children's education and social events; especially the
Christmas concerts as they presented funny skits to add

for events held in the school and bought the gifts for the
children to receive at the concert and they also supplied
the bags of treats that were handed out to every child in
the district by Santa Claus. When the school closed many
of these clubs folded but the Clydebank Ladies Club did
not and officially celebrated it's 75th anniversary in 1993
and is still going strong today, Many of the last names
remain the same as the founding members as younger
generations take over from the old.

to the enjoyment.

Adolf Tharcille and Charlie Stamm were two of the
early day caretakers. Charlie lived three miles from the
school.

Mr. Fred Bell had the first radio in the district.
After the second school burned, the children were
transported to Eriksdale. The roads were near to impass-

able most any given time of the year. Wagon and covered sleighs with strong work horses were the mode of
travel. Mr. Gagnon, Maurice Gagnon and Tena Spencer
were conveyance drivers.
Einar and Florence Sutherland, second generation,
are retired and remain in the original family farm. Florence taught school in the area for several years. Mr. Billie
Blackwell taught Sunday School.
This is taken from tid-bits of information, the year of

Deerhill School #1786
The first school was built on NE 3-21-5W, opening in
April of 1915, situated one and one half miles east, four
miles north, one quarter mile east of Eriksdale, in an
area of hayland and swamp.
Mr. Fred Bell was the first teacher. Other teachers remembered: Miss Vryanhoek, Edith Webster, Ruby
Breskin and Hildur Sanberg, Miss Sandberg stayed in
the district four years and boarded with the Peter Rawn
family. Boats, snowshoes and bare feet were the means

1995,

from

Those who were there.

Deerhorn School #1338

of travel to the school.

Deerhorn School was situated on the NW corner of NE
3-21-5W; built during 190.5 and opened in 1906. This
was unorganized territory so little help was received from
the government. The school was built of logs and erected
by volunteer labor. At the beginning, the school was only

open three to four months of the year. Teachers were
paid $40 a month.

Deerhíll School 1926
This school burned, a victim of a slough fire. Shamrock School from east and north of Mulvihill was moved
to replace it. This school too became a target for the fire
in the early forties.
Families remembered living in the district, with children in the school were: Charlie Stamms, Frank Heroux,
Peter Rawn, Kvalheims, Conners, Sutherlands and
Fontaines. A mix of Swedish, English and French na-

Deerhorn School buílt ín early '4Os
The first teacher was Miss Salomie Halldorson. Some
of the early trustees were George Monkman, George
Cook, and Gisli Lundal.
In early 1942 a new school was needed. The old school
was sold to Mr. Baynard and a new one built on the
same building site by volunteer men of the district.
Mr. Alexander Mann, an early homesteader (1908)

tionalities.
The Frank Heroux family are remembered for their
musical talents.

An English couple, Mr. and Mrs. Maxfield, well
known in Deerhill and Eastland had a keen interest in
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donated the land for the school with the understanding
it would revert back to him if the school ever closed, as it

did like the other schools approximately 1967-68 with
Mrs. Rosalind (Pollard)Mclntosh as the lastteacher. The
school built in 1942 was sold to Mr. Bill Kehler when the
school was dissolved.

Eastland School

# 1658

by Frank Malpas
Eastlan d School #1658 was built NW 4-22-4W and open
for classes the the fall, 1913. It is noted that six families,
who knew one another in Oak Bluff moved to Eastland

Eastland School Students l93O
Frank Malpas, Lise Lamblin, Augustíne Walker,
Florence Binyon, Ethel Rushforth (teacher),
Antoínette Lamblin, Mary Walker, Gabrielle
Lamblin, Helen Walker, Gordon Douglas.
Alf Líndsey, Ken Foss, Annie Líndsay, Bud
Rushforth, Stan Dobson, Rose Lamblin.
Dick Híggíns, Mary Dobson, Elaine Lamblin, Alice
Lindsay, Charlie Walker

sometime before 1913. There were two local people who
taught here, Mr Fred Bell opening to 1919 and Ethel

(Rushforth) Bell 1929-1934. Mr. Bell, was a bachelor,
homesteader, and part-time farmer. He had about3S students grades I - VIII. The building consisted of one room
for the teacher's use, a library, a cloakroom and porch
entrance. The building had ample window space on the
west side which was fine except in summer when it be-

birthday and Valentines Day and the arinual picnic at
the close of the term were highlights of the school year.
The school building served many functions beside

came extremely hot with the afternoon sun pouring in!
Heat for the winter was provided by a wood burning
stove. For the winter months usually the oldest student
was offered the job of coming to school by 8:30 to start
the fire, Classes began at 9:30 in winter and 9:00 in sum-

student education such as:
- a social centre with card parties or a dance every
couple of weeks all through the winter but seldom in the

mer. The student would be paid about $2 per week.

In extremely cold weather it would be about

summer.

10:30

- as a place of worship with church services twice a
month. In the beginning leadership was provided by Mr.
Charlie Simpson and sometimes by my dad. When the
United church evolved a resident minister was settled in
Eriksdale and he came to Eastland twice each month.
Eastland service was discontinued in the mid fifties' The

a.m. before classes could begin. The teachers were not
usually local girls but boarded within the community for
the term. Books and supplies were provided at no cost
to the student. Students ranged in age from 6 - l5 years,
grades I - VIII. Very few went to the high school in the

town, distance and transportation being a problem' At
no cost correspondence courses were available in later
years. The homesteaders were much interested in their
children's education. Some students were unable to attend l000io of the time due to distance, poor roads and

Anglican church also used the school for Sunday service
in the summer months.
Eastland School closed in 1961. The last teacher was
Mrs. Craig. Enrollment had dwindled and students were
transported to Eriksdale. What had been a very important part of the community has ceased to exist. "A sad

helping with chores at home.
We, my two sisters and myself were fortunate in that
we had only one mile to walk. Some students had up to
three miles, a long walk for seven or eight year olds!
Our parcnts made sure we attended regularly. The only
things that kept us home were a bout of either the measles or chicken-pox or perhaps a very bad cold' We enjoyed school and were fond of our teachers. We had fun
and games at noon hour and recess time. During warm
weather it was mostly baseball plus games of our own

day!"
One last word about Eastland School district where I
grew up. All the old neighbours have either passed away
or simply left the area. My neighbours for many years,
Alf and Doris Lindsay still actively farm there. Alf is the
son of an original homesteader, Percy Lindsay. My sisters, Bessie Wagner and Florence Hepburn, have both
moved away.
Some of the last children attending Eastland were:

invention. The Christmas concert, occasional parties,
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Sid and Mary Rushforth's girls; George and Rose Douglas' children; Fred and Thelma Bishop's family; Ed
Reynold's family; Ed Basinet's oldest son; Ruby Driscoll
and Linda Rushforth (the spring it closed).

A house on railway avenue and the Whitney home
were used for high school at some time, with as many as
fifteen students.

In 1917 another school was built and in 1929, a third
room was created between the two existing ones; the
extra space for the high school students. In 1958 a new

Eriksdale Schools #1571
Primary schooling was under the control of the Manitoba Public School, October 1890.
There were a number of people among Eriksdale's
early settlers who had a keen interest in promoting
schooling for children. As remembered they were:John
Forsyth, Mrs. Alex Smith, Mrs. John Sharpe, the Al-

six-room school, replaced the old, they were dismantled
and the lumber used for a much needed teacherage.

monds, Mills, Hallsons and Bergs.
The original school was built in 1911. Miss Annie
Connelly from St. Laurent opened it for classes. Subjects of the day were reading, writing, arithmetic, composition, grammar, geography, history and health. Friday afternoons were devoted to Art, music and sports,
according to the weather in many schools.

Grades 3 & 4 - Eriksdale 1963 - 64
Phyllis Lamb, teacher, Gaíl McEwen ín foreground

By 1961 the first part of the Collegiate was built; by
now some country schools were closing for lack of students, also rural high school students were boarding in
town, later a bus service was implemented for them. The
six room school remained for the elementa¡y classes. For
the first couple of years, the buses were privately owned
and contracted by the local school boards. Large one

Field Day Parade

Field Day - Eríksdale Senior Miss Emma Sigurdson, teacher (c. 'l93Os)

Class
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of

'1964 - 65, Emma Mills, teacher

room housing units were brought in to accommodate
the baby boomer overflow.

Eriksdale School 1996

April

1968, another boundaries commission review

meeting proposed a dual campus between Eriksdale and
Lundar. Before a compromise was reached it caused a

rift between the two communities. Local meetings were
held and the following were the men nominated to sit
Grade

3

on the fìrstLakeshore board; A.V. Olson (chairman), R.P.

Class - Mrs. Kehler, teacher

Ba¡rett (vice chair), Art Lindell,Joe Schwartz,J. Holawka,

In

J.S.Johnson, A. Cuthbert, Mike Ledohowski andJohn
Olsen, with H. Hallson secretary/treasurer, earning six
hundred dollars amonth. AJ. Wilson, the school inspec-

1967 a boundaries commission was appointed by

government. Their mandate was to look at the boundaries and locations of schools under a new system of a
unitary division. The Interlakewas a pilot project, therefore locally there wasn't a referendum. For more detail
on location of school turn to the article by Enid Gibbings.

tor with a salary of $14,500 ayear.

Eriksdale School Staff

-

1995-96

Elsie Kelner, Terry Peters, Donna Pool, Brad

Wizard of Oz - Brent McKínnon, Joey Wílliment,
Doug Watson, Conníe lves, Emmie Watson

Drews, Marilyn Munchow, Vern McMichael.
Susan Hayward, Doug Kirby, John Forsyth, Bill

Mosienko, Karen Whítesíde, Bob Chetyrbok.
Yvette Lavallee, Bev Johnson, Helen Sumka,
Brenda Sikora, Fran Mosíenko, Carole Boychuk,
Mary Flinta, Bev Murphy.

The original board of Lakeshore #23 was elected in
1959. There were seven member delegates from the division area. These trustees were responsible for all aspects of education in the new system courses; hiring
teachers, positioning of school and complex bussing serv-

March 25,

ice. A superintendent and secretary treasurer and office

1976 the second

addition of the Eriksdale

Collegiate was officially opened; dedicated to better education and to community and country growth.

staff were also hired.

Effective April 1, 1967, the Lakeshore School District
#23 was declared to be a division within the meaning of
Section 443 of the Public School Act.
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The first teacher was Miss Emma Sigurdson.

Míss Emma Sigurdson opened Hartfield & Nyland
Schools and taught for over 5O years

;::

The school had a board of trustees generally four or
five and a secretary/treasurer responsible for the affairs
of the school. They were answerable to the Department
of Education in Winnipeg.

"<.{i,'

Hartfield Schoo
Hartfield School was situated on the SB corner of Section 1-22-6W, the land donated by Mr. Sam Houston.
Early settlers of the district decided to build a school
so their children could receive an education, thus
Hartfield School district was formed in 1910.
The lumber and supplies was hauled by oxen by men
of the district, from Oak Point.
Most of settlers were of Scottish, Swedish, Irish, English and Metis descent. Some of the older pioneers were
R. Cowdery, S. Neely, A. Neely, T. Neely, J. Lindell,
Tegelbergs, Downies, Bilbeys, Gumbrills, Houstons,
Smiths, Pearsons, H. and B. Scotts, Ledgers, etc.

Hartfield 1945
Joan Moman, Edíth (Gumbrill) Kittle - teacher,
Beatrice Hammar, Anna Hanna. Betty Berg, Elaine
Líndell, Peter Hanna, Harvey Hammar, Albert
Moman. Jímmy Hanslíp, David Lindell, Blanche
Berg, Elaíne Neely
Cold, cold weather, lack of roads, distances and deep

snow made it impossible for many children to get to
school in winter months, so school was oPen from about
May to October. Teachers were paid from $35 to $50 a
month and some were even expected to light the fires
when they reached the school. The school was a one
room building with a small kitchen attached, grades I to

Hartfíeld School Students
Eddy Líndell, Joan Clibbery, Elsie Olson, Sheffíeld
Hanna, Edwin Olson, Grace Applebee, Bíll Neely.
Bobby Riding, Louíse Hanna, Edna Bratsberg, May
Ridíng, Rudy Líndell, Peter Hanna. Margaret
Neely, LílV & Jimmy Riding
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VIII

was built approximately

were taught as required and in the years before the

schools were moved to town, some grade IX and X correspondence students attended.
Instruction was given in math, spelling, writing, reading, history, health, geography, grammar, science, art
ancl current events, A Christma,s conc.ert wa.s held ea,ch
year and all the children took part. It was a learning process in public speaking and just learning to appear before
people and was beneficial in years to come. Teachers
were outside during noon and recess breaks supervising
the children's activities and taking part with them. The
teachers corrected books after school until the light waned

in

1920,

It was closed in

1967-

68.

Some of the early settlers of that district were:

Vautrins
Linossiers
August Tichet
Allards
Rieu
Chartrand
Pottingers

James Walker
Hogues

Lamoureux
Beauchemin
Bazinets

Marmonier
Lamontange's

and many carried the overload home to complete. These
teachers prepared lessons and taught up to eighth grade,

maybe only one or two in a class but the same had to be
prepared as for a large class.
Dances were often held Friday or Saturday nights for
entertainment and church on Sunday plus community
meetings and picnics etc. The children of today may feel
they may have some advantages over that time but have
missed a lot of the aspects of the little rural school. Many

of our prominent people originated in their scholastic
End of Year School Trip
Donna Hedden, John Pottínger, Renee Lavalee,
Myrtle Hogue, Helen Bazinet. Earl & Steven Carr,
Patrick Hedden, Horace, Yvette & Louise Hogue,
Jim Pottinger, Garry & Victor Bazínet.

learnings in these surroundings. The teachers of those
years need to be applauded for their dedication. Many
shrdents were inspired by their teachers to go on to higher
education.
When the government closed the rural school,
Hartfìeld closed in 1967 with Mrs. Edith Lawrence as
the last teacher and the children were then bussed to
Eriksdale.

The school was frame construction with a lathe and
plaster interior.

The school building was sold to Thor Sigurdson.

Last teacher was

Lily (Rushforth) Sewell.

Helendale #1693

Lalonde #1755

Helendale School was built in 1913, by the Barlow brothers, and opened for classes in 1914. The school is situated in the RM of Coldwell; and like its neighboring
school Lily Bay, it was allotted to Ward II of Lakeshore

Lalonde originally was built in the RM of Eriksdale in
1914, on SW 1B-21-3W; due to a switch of land between

Eriksdale and the LGD of Armstrong in a later year.
Lalonde then belonged to the LGD.
The school was named after a homesteader Jules
Lalonde on his land the school was built. It is remembered that a family, living north of the school, built a
tiny catholic chapel in their yard.

Division #23. Teachers remembered:Mr. Scarlet as the
first one, Edward Miskelly for several years, Lily
(Humiski) Kell, Muriel Henrotte, and Louella Erikson.
Like all country schools, most of the community ac-

There were mixed nationalities in the district. The late
Victor Bazinetbegan school there and remembered there
was a half hour of religious training each day, and this
would alternate between the French and English languages. The teacher at this time was Mrs. St. Amant.
After leaving Lalonde district, Mrs. St. Amant began
taking care of handicapped children in her home in Win-

tivities took place in the school. The last minutes recorded
were in 1967. lt was purchased by Ralph Dodge, to become his workshop.

La Fontaine School #1958
La Fontaine School was situated on a corner of Onisome
Vautrin'sland, NW20-21-4W; settledin 1906. The school
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nipeg. There began a need for more space and she approached the Grey Nuns; together they helped realize
what we know as the St. Amant Centre in Winnipeg.

Some of the early settlers were:

Alex and Dave

Taylor

Ashbys
McNabs
Arthur Breton
Cochurs
Sturgess

LILY BAY #461
Notice the low number 46I,Lily Bay is known to be the
oldest school in this area; built in 1885.
Although the land lies in the Coldwell RM, an order
of the minister established the Lakeshore School Division #23, to include Lily Bay in Ward II as Eriksdale is
known. It was small and made of logs; replaced later by
a larger frame building in 1911. Settlers at the time:
Prestons, Hacklands, Lundys and Nelsons are names
remembered.

Matt Kaartinen

Albert Kingsleys
Maclennans
Robert Ross
Juliens

Murrays

In later years, Dorothy Blue and Beryl Lane taught
there and Andrea (Harley) Sweetland was the last to teach

there. When it was closed in 1968 some students came
to Eriksdale; others to Lundar Collegiate. Sigfussons of
Lundar bought the school.

Macross School #1575
Macross School (c. 1944)
Johnníe Deverill, Olive Ferrís lteacher). Ethel
Martín, Violet Miljure, Wíllie Deverill, Frank Martin, Dick Míljure, Henri Gregoire. Faye Surgenor,
Gordon Miljure, Joy Surgenor.

Macross School's original site was on SB 8-22-7W which
was built in 1911. The first teacher was Mr.Joe Lamb.
Another well known teacher was Elizabeth Kehler. This
school was built on Murray's land and was moved to its
present site SW 5-22-7W in the summer of 1950 (one
mile south of original site). The school was constructed
of lumber.

Macross School October 25, 1966
Brian Kauppila, Edith Penny (teacher), Campbell
Forsyth, Judy Pool, Naren Forsyth, Dennís
Kaartínen, Jack Pool.
Garry Kaartínen, Debbie Kauppilla, Richard
Beauvais, Robin Kaartínen, Jay Forsyth, Janíce
Kaartínen, Barb Pool, Kathy Forsyth, Rick
Kaartínen, Marty Kauppila, Garry Pool.

Sarah & Elmer Cook, Bill & Bob Kingsley
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Some early fishermen of the day were known as the

Dirty Do4nand held dances in Macross - (See Entertainment in Fishing Industry).
The school name was chosen from a combination of

Maclennans and Ross.
The last teacher was Ray Gallinger. The school was
closed

in

1968.

The teacher of the day was expected to go to every
home to collect money for the expense of the Christmas
concerts.

The Macross school was sold and used as Macross

Mulvihill School

Community Club where many old-time Community picnics were held annually. People came from near and far
to renew acquaintances and relive memories of times
gone by. As with many other events it has become a
thing of the past and eventually the land reverted back
to the Municipality.

member ever elected in the St. George Constituency.
Mulvihill also fell into the larger division in 1967. Mrs.
Dorothy Blue was the last teacher. This information is ¿s
remembered. More can be found in the Ashern History
Book.

Mulvihill School #1584

I
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Mulvíhill School 1935 (old school at rear), Maríon
Anderson
Mulvihill opened for

Mulvihill School I 948-49
Lillian Mollerson, Janet Monthieth, Anna Collins,
Ellen Chrísp, Lílly Collíns, Violet Johnson, Dorothy
Chrísp. Eddie Chrisp, Allan McLennon, Duncan
McDougall, Jum McDougall, Victor Juniper,
George Branik, Dennis White. Douglas Sewell,
Freddíe McDougall, Gunnar Granberg, Noreen
Lundale, Astríd Mollerson, Allan Squires, Art
Squires. John Monthieth, Eíleen Squires, Lorna
Granberg, Marilyn Naslund, John Sunderman
(teacher), Shirley-Ann McDougall, Donníe Wright,
Alice Mollerson, Marion Sanford.

classes September 9, 1911 and Miss

Blanche Tiudel was the first teacher. Over the years there
were three schools in town. There was a need to build
the second one before 1928. Bob Lundale, abeginner in
1930, remembers his teacher as Miss Thorsteinson. She
stayed for four years. Another well remembered teacher,
Howard Smith left in 1937. Howard was instrumental in
promoting sports in the school and was greatly respected
for his work in the community.
In 1940 the schools were overcrowded and anew two
room school was built. Marg Crawford and Miss Smith
were the first teachers.
Miss Salomi Halldorson the sitting MLA in the Manitoba Legislature was very instrumental in having the
school built. Miss Halldorson was the only Social Credit
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Nord School '1924, Lucy Slaughter (teacher)
Scandinauiaru and one jolþ Englishman. Peter Forseng, P.

Swardson, PJ. Swardson,

J.H. Soli, Alfred Soli, P.A.
Lundquist, Gustaf Peterson, A. Solomonson, N.
Skramstad,J. O. Nord, Olof Olsson,Jonas Goranson, E.
Danielson, O. Larson, P. Pearson, Per Erikson, Erik

Erickson and Reuben Pearson.

Mulvihill School 1961 - Allan Thompson (teacher)
Trudy Nystrom, Barry Wílliment, Rhonda Nystrom,
Andy Mikula, Sandra Nystrom, Robert Wíllíment.
Margaret Godfrey. Bílly Godfrey, Clayton
Dowsett, John Mikula. Don Godfrey, Pat Allen.
Eva Dowsett, Líndon Dowsett, Lorena Allen.

Nord School #1483
I

On February B, 1909 a meeting of local people was held
at the residence of Mr.J.H. Soli, on SE 16-22-6W for the
purpose of establishing and organizing a school district.

!

i

ä

The meeting had been suggested by Mr. Nikolai
Skramstad. Peter Forseng had posted notices in several

Nord School Pupils 1924
Families represented: Brandstrom, Hammar,
Norby, Lundquist, Sídwall, Swanson, Prest &

places.

Mr. Forseng acted as both chairman and secretary for
the meeting. It was established that there were a sufficient number of children to qualify for a school. The site
on NE L6-22-6W was donated byJ.O. Nord and so the
school was named after him.

others
Tenders were let out for the construction of the school;

The districtwas to consist of 2l sections of land. These
in the form of a petition and signed by /7

separate contracts for masonry work, log work and fin-

ishing.Jonas Goranson and Olof Olsson were awarded

facts were put
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the log walls and roof boa¡ds contract for $300.
At one time there were over 40 students enrolled at

land in Swedish. The school colors were yellow and blue,

Nord School, including some from Eriswood, the district lying to the northwest. The people there never did
build a school and instead transported their students to

The school was not quite completed when the first
fall classes began with Miss Emma Sigurdson as the

Nord.

fall, September 1910, with Margaret Sigurdson as teacher.
According to the accounts of some pioneers, during the

Thc playground fence bordered the main road to the
north before No. 6 was built. The railroad ran parallel to
the road. A dugout by the railroad ditch became the kid's
skating rink in winter and another deeper one north at
the whistle sign was the swimming hole we shared with

time the schoolwas beingbuilt, Eric Danielson provided

the tadpoles, leeches and the itch.

also those of Sweden.

teacher.

It is amazing that in those days of mail travel by horse
and oxen, the school was ready and opened the next

his house as a building for a school and a Mrs.
Thorvaldson was the teacher. This building burned during the fire of 1909.
Nord was one of the largest, if not the largest, school
(building) in the surrounding area. It was utilized for
many years as a school house, meeting place, dance hall,
and for religious services, weddings and funerals. With
the coming of consolidation, Nord School was closed in
1966. The building burned down

in

1978.

Nyland School #1525
This school was built on SW 30-22-5W in 1912. The work
was done mostly by the settlers themselves using rnainly

material from the Sleeve Lake sawmill.
The majority of people were of Scandinavian decent.
A few English folk were gradually moving into the area.
The school was named Nyland which translates to new-

Nyland School

- 1956, Margaret Bottrell, teacher

Bill and Mildred Kittle boarded many of the teachers. Miss Bea Ludwickson stayed there for four years.
Minutes noted the salary then at thirty dollars a month'
School sports were a part of education. Fair play, tolerance and sharing was taught by the teacher who played

with and supervised the children.
The month ofJune was always looked forward to with
great enthusiasm, not only was school ending; but the

Hartfìeld, Nord and sometimes Mulvihill schools played

Nyland School '1929
Pearl Barnes, Marjoríe Spence, BettY Garner, Ruby
Naslund, ?. Martha Johnson, Annie Johnson,
Harold Kittle, John Spence, Reg Garner, Freda
Naslund, Dorothy Sweetíe. Ruth Kíttle, Ken
Whipler, Greta Johnson

baseball against each other.

Tiansportation to Hartfìeld was with team and wagon;
Nord and Nyland students met in Mr. Edstrom's yard; a
two mile walk from each school.
Nyland had its share of meetings and other community affairs. Nyland and Nord had something special, as
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The school was sold to Ferdinand Tegelberg. The
nearby church was dismantled and became a home in
Winnipeg. A trailer home is on the original school site.
More information of Nyland and early settlers can be
found in theJohnson/Stromberg story.

Parkview School District #1391
An excellent history of the beginning of the Parkview
School district was written up in Lucy Lindell's book
MOD by the Palmer girls - Alice Ealing and Ann
Cowdery.
In the story they tell of a meeting at the Palmer house
in 1906 to decide on building a school. William Lundy,
who lived on NB 16-21-6W donated an acre of land for
the school site a¡rd the name Parkview was chosen.
They contacted the department of education, tenders
were called to build the school and Mr. Palmer got the
job with the great assistance of the many willing settlers.
Spruce logs that had been hauled from the north and
smoothly hewn by Mr. Anderson and Mr.Johnson, two
Swedish settlers who were skilled with the use of broad
axes built the school. The fittings for the inside of the
school were hauled from Oak Point with everything being completed on May 24.

NVland School Students 1956
Carolyn Brandstrom, Alvin Markus, Sophíe Kehler.
Raymond Scott, Marvin Larson, Wilfred
Brandstrom. Donald Gallinger, Raymond Gallinger,
Joyce Markus, Neil Brandstrom (sitting).
the Vasa Lodge alternated their meetings and activities
between the schools. Many children came to play that
day and were treated to lunches of delicious Swedish
baking.
Dances were held on a Friday night. The community
was blessed with many talented musicians.
The Naslund family, OlafJohnson, Landin Family,
would play until early morning for a silver collection or
a promised few dollars,

Prior to the Lutheran church being built, a Pastor
Kasberg was a minister sent out by the Lutheran Church

in Winnipeg, holding the service in the school.
All subjects, in grades one to eight were taught including music and art. Few students in the very early
years had the opportunity to attend high school, so the
young people left, to work elsewhere at an early age.
All this changed, as high school students were being
bussed to Eriksdale. Before the school closed

in

Parkvíew School l94O
Robert Mclntosh, Eníd Thompson (teacher), Bill
Mclntosh. Joyce Rusk, Marie Rusk, Vína Penny

1967,

Parkview School #1391 opened for the first day of

most of the community activity in the school had ceased.

The telephone, better roads and more cars changed the

school on Monday,

way of life. There are less than fifteen families in the
district now in 1996.

William Lundy, Ted Hawkins and Harry Palmer. Mr. Ed
Miskelley was the first teacher and he taught there for

7l

l:|ld.ay 27

,1907. The first trustees were

many ye€ìrs. He also had to act as tax collector or go
without wages. Thxes were assessed at $10 per quarter
section.

The school picnics, the first for Parkview being held

in 1908, must have been quite impressive compared to
latcr ycars, with thc mcn of the district building a dance
platform, lunch tables and clearing a spot for a football
field. This was held east of the school on the Thomas
Ramsay quarter. In later years the last day of school for
the year was picnic day. Someone with a vehicle would
go into Briksdale to the creamery and get ice to bring
back for the ice cream making. This was done by some
of the men taking turns turning the handle of the ice
cream freezer while sitting in the shade of the school.
How delicious the ice cream was on a hot day at the end
ofJune after all the different races had been run and
baseball played. In later years with better roads the ice
cream freezer took a back seat and ice cream for the
picnic was picked up from a store in Eriksdale.
The Parkview district was made up mostly of English
and Swedish settlers in the beginning of the homesteading
days. A hall also stood just west of the school yard. This
was built by a group who belonged to The United Farm-

ers of Manitoba, shortly after WWI. This building was

not to stand very long as sometime in the early 1920's it
burned to the ground. Parkview dishictwas to make quite
a change during rvVWI and the years to follow. Young
men who left to join the armed services had either given
their lives in the war or chose not to return to their homesteads. This left a sparsely settled a¡ea from what it had
been with a family on almost every quarter section. Many
of the abandoned homestead buildings disappeared to
fìres over the years. A period known as Free Range took
over ¿N cattle were able to graze over land that no one
owned. This changed after WWII when herd law was
brought in and cattle were no longer roamed free.
Parkview School was to also go through changes, getting lumber siding put over the spruce logs and going
from wood heat to oil. Bach yea,r tenders were put out
for green wood, cut in two foot lengths and piled on the
school site. This ended in the 50's with oil heaters.
The school board with its trustees was replaced by an

Parkview School 1957
Rose Brown, Andrea Harley, Jean Happchuk
(teacher). Darcy Greig, Lorne Harley, Johnny
Matheson, Jimmy Matheson. Valerie Harley,
Douglas Brown, Shírley Brown.
Leslie G reig (kneeling)
sold to Abraham Monkman of Vogar.
still standing a few years ago.

I

was told it was

Parkview had stood for 58 years at the corner of
Higgins and Broadway most of those years without a
lock on the door. This was to provide sanctuary to anyone caught or lost in a storm. No vandalism ever took
place there. Higgins, aroad allowance supposedlynamecl

for Mr. Higgins,

a

settler who with his yoke of oxen made

trail down it.
A sign post stood for many years at the corner across
from the school giving the miles and directions: south to
Brewsterville; (Brewsterville being the PO for the area
in the early days), west to Scotch Bay; north giving the
a

official trustee from the Department of Bducation.
Parkview was to close its doors for the first time in 1940
from the lack of pupils. The school was to reopen and
close a few more times before finally closing in 1965,
Miss RosaJohnson of Lundar being the last teacher. The
children were taken to Eriksdale by bus and the school

miles to Eriksdale; east to Meadow View Stock Farm, a
farm owned by the George Langtved family.

Many names have not been mentioned in the
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Parkview story. The school board trustees, secretaries,
the teachers who taught there over the years or the many
people who in some way made the Parkview district a
good place to remember.

Reynolds School #1918
The date it was built is not known for sure. It was situated approximately 10 miles east of Eriksdale and a bit
north on land description SW 7-22-3W. Conockers, Shepherds, Wheatley and Reynolds lived close by. There are
few details available about this school. The students attended the Eriksdale Collegiate to finish their education.
There is a financial record dated in 1966 on file at the
local school division.

Old Scotch Bay School 'l9OO

Scotch Bay School
adapted from George Watsons book
The first Scotch Bay School was erected by the local settlers in early 1900. Its walls were made of poplar logs. It
is said that the logs were hewn byJohn Blue Sr. It was

not large, only

16

by 20 feet. Church services and con-

certs were held there and it seemed quite spacious. There

were two windows placed in each of the side walls. They

could not be opened for ventilation. The only air came
in through the unscreened open door. The room was
often unbearably hot and stuffy and various biting insects could come in.
The flagpole flew the UnionJack. It was situated beside the old Colonization road which was a lifeline for
the settlers. The constant stream of traffic was of great
interest to the children until a no looking rule was passed!
Scotch Bay School - '1922

Reynolds School Pupils - 1926
Clara Browning, Opal Orchard, Dotte Hall
(teacher), Andy Reynolds, Art Connacher,
Maurice Connancher. Bert Browníng, Gwen Foss,
Charlíe Browning, Ed Reynolds, Guy Orchard, Pat
Connancher, Peter Connancher, Ken Foss.

;
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Reynolds School Children, 1926

Elsíe Malcolm, Agnes Penny, Jennie Kissimer,
Mary Watson, Esther Youngdahl, Bella Malcolm.
Gladys Malcolm, Heliya Kissimer, Myrtle Malcolm,
Alíce Watson, Pearl Malcolm

or 1927
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transportation was by Shanlæ Pony and walking barefoot
in summer. School was usually only held in the summer.
The teacher taught the three Rs,(readin', 'ritin' and
'rithmetic) with a little geography, history and grammar
for grades past four. The highest grade reached by anyone was about grade six. By the time the required work
was covered for a grade with school only in summer, the
students were older and had to help their parents with
the farming, housework and other children.

South Head School #1611
South Head School opened on

April

19, 1915 on NE 26-

22-7W.

Scotch Bay School - 1 936
Edna Lee, Florence Príce, Diane Watson, E.
Sanders (Penny), teacher. Milton Price, Lorne
Malcolm, Peter Kaartinen, Doug Watson, Mack
Watson, Víctor Price, Frank Lee, Norman Lee,
Wínnie Blue, Allison Watson.
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There was no indoor plumbing, just a shanty in the
corner of the yard. There was no well for water, so water
was obtained from a farmer's well close by. It was a dug
well and was cribbed with green poplar lumber which
made the water have a disagreeable taste and an odor. It
helped to stop requests during lesson time.

South Head School

1937

Some early settlers were: Parkes, Daleys, Murphys,

Curls, Lawtons, Masons, Ashtons, Olssons, Curtis,
Murrays, A. Sessions, Baughs, Fonsecas, Higginsons,

All the desks and seats, except the teacher's chair were
made of unplanned lumber. Three or four children were

Croziers, Surgenors, Chambers, Ross and Goransons.
The school was closed in 1953-54 and was bought by

seated at each desk and it did not create any discipline
problems, probably because the teacher was also very
close to the students.

Scotch Bay School, I 95O Dorothy Blue (teacher)

-

Al and Nell Pinder.

5l
South Head School Pupíls

Children all lived within four miles of the school and
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- 1937

school closed.

The district had many talented musicians:Jim Bruce
and Art Mason, well known for their fiddle playing, W.
Wright on accordion,Jack Parkes, played guitar and still
is a good singer.Jean and Ted Seymour's wedding dance

Pebble Beach #1713
Pebble Beach school in Ward III of the RM on SE 1423-8W and opened Dec. 31, 1913.
When all small schools closed it, too, had to close its

was the first event in the 1927 school.

The school was just one more to close and the students were bussed to Eriksdale. Walter Wright bought
the school and built a new home with the lumber.

doors. Norman Mason, with his own transportation,
brought the sh¡dents to Eriksdale.
As people move away or pass away, there are few
details or memories left to be recorded.

Mrs. Heatherton was the last teacher. Jack Parkes
married Olive, the teacher's daughter. There were three
Gurneys and three Murphy children left going to school

Tennyson #1937

when the school closed.

The first school was built in 1918 on SW 31-22-7W. Some
of the families in the area at the time were: Beckwiths,

Eriksdale School Reunion

Greenwoods, Whitfield, Tom Mason, Art Mason,

- 1968

by Nan Elfenson (Forsyth)
The Eriksdale School Reunion 1968 included students

Wrights, Gowless, Täylors and Fonsecas, a Spanish family.

from the school's inception to the year 1945. Held at the
Eriksdale Recreation Center onJuly 6, 1968, it was an
evening of dinner and dancing, with few speeches and
many, many renewed friendships. A two day gathering
would have been most appropriate; however, overnight
accommodation would have been a major problem.
My co-organizer, the late Elsie Dowsett-Goodridge,
spent many long hours in preparation, and was the backbone of a very successful evening.
The Nelson Brothers, from Lundar, who were the local music makers of the 1940's, provided the dance music. Our dinner, catered by the Legion Ladies, included
home-grown beef donated by Thor Sigurdson.
Possibly, of most interest at this time would be the
names of those in attendance, some from as far as BC,
the Maritimes and Florida. Due to some paying admission at the door, we did not record all the names. Our
records show, including spouses, there were approxi
mately 250 at the reunion.
It wasn't perfect; it was too short; but is was fun!!

Tennyson School
The school burned, and it was believed to be an act
of vandalism, as a beer bottle smelling of gas was found

Christmas Concert Night

nearby.

Whitfield
built

As I look back on my childhood Christmases, I remember the excitement at the counlry school I attended, when

the chimney. An excerpt from the school minutes stated:
'l
Final paymmt was þaid to Mr Wiffield Noaember I47. Also

our teacher pulled the familiar faded red curtains out of
storage. The curtains created the stage for the Christmas
concert that we children put on each year for our parents and friends. When we saw those curtains, we knew
that Christmas activity had officially begun in our oneroom school. Recesses would be given over to play rehearsals and as the big night approached classes were

In

1927, a new school was built. Mr. Harry

was the carpenter and Billie Corrigan, a brick layer

from records, it appeared Tennyson had a shortage of
students at times.

Some teachers remembered are: Mrs. Ruth Bruce,
who also taught there as Miss Ruth Card; M.E. Heddin
and Mrs.Jean Seal was the last to teach there before the
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sometimes shortened or skipped altogether.

and played a guitar, violin or piano) was found in

Most of the stage props were almost

the crowd and everyone participated in dancing.
When the babies and smaller children tired out,
parents found a bed on top of a school desk that
was pushed up against a wall. They were covered
with a crrat ancl they slept 'til home time and never
even awoke when transferred to a conveyance to

as

novel as our

casting and included make do items such as the teachers
desk or the chairs. Other items were brought from our
homes.
Costumes usually sewn or hemmed by the mothers
up to the night before, consisted of anything that came
close to producing the desired look. Sheets, Mom and
Dad's cloths and crepe paper were common costume

go home.

It was truly an exciting evening for a small child.
By the time we got into our ski pants, parkas, toques
and scarves, Dad had the horses and sleigh ready
for our voyage home in the black of a crispy, cold

material.
Recitations, plays, drills and singing made up the list
of entertainment. All the classes sang songs like Rudolph
the Red Nosed Reindeer, Deck the Halls and O Come AII Ye
FaithfuI Sometimes they were sung as duets and solos. If
a line was missing or your voice cracked, no one seemed
to notice except maybe Mom who was mouthing the
words with you somewhere out there in the audience.
On opening night, excited whispers mingled with the
rustle of crepe paper costumes back stage. While our
parents sat on the hard benches waiting for the great show
of the year, they were truly a captive audience.

night. As we travelled,

I

remembered looking at

the sta¡s and thinking how beauliful they appeared.

Those werc

the good old days.

OTHER SIDE OF THE WINDOW PANE
Behind the Christmas tree there is a window.
Frost blurs the vision of the outside world.
A hole scratched out shows me a life A life on
the other side of the window pane.
I see a family trudging through the snow
Carrying the canned foods ha¡rded to them from
the hamper, a raggedy"doll, a truck, the meager
presents from a life, a life on the other side of the
window pane.
On this side I see my lämily surrounding the
fire
We eat our feast and throw the rest to the dogs
Presents piled to the roof, unaware of a life
The life on the other side of the window pane.
Danielle Bazinet, December L7, 1995

Christmas Concert 1964
The teacher would stand behind the curtain to coach
the actors in the plays and the pupils that said recitations.

After the final curtain was drawn, the evening was
always topped off by the appearance of Santa, who
passed out the many gifts under the tree.

To conclude the evening, lunch was served by the
mothers. The coffee which was made in a boiler on a
wood stove, was poured into large jugs and served by
the fathers,
Usually a þick uþ orchestra (anyone who was musical

The sweetest of all sounds
is praise.
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FAITH
Church History

Young People's Society

Curiosity concerning the past has long characterized
man, from the Babylons in the sixth century, to the

by Jean (Heroux) Gamble
The Young People's Society was held in the United
Church. I remember the pews were movable and we
would line them up against the wall and make room for

present-day archaeologist and historian. Christians have
a special interest in history because the very foundations

of the faith that they profess are rooted in history. Chris-

events such as Halloween parties and other social events.

tianity has become the most nearly global and universal
of all the religions that emerged in the past in the Near

Our leaders were a couple of men from the bank - Mr.
Kyle whom we called Kylie and Mr. Watson. They had
been in WWI and brought a large mat for the floor and
put us through some calisthenics, which they had acquired while in the army.
Note: This was a group of young adults, not a youth
group as we might think when we read young peoþle.

and Far East. In addition, it has become increasingly in-

fluential in the history of the human race.
Church history, then, is the interpreted record of the
origin, progress, and impact of Christianity on human
society, based on organized data gathered by scientific
method from archaeological, documentary, or living
sources. It is the interpreted, organized story of the redemption of man and the earth.
Finally, 'church history has a cultural value. The history of Western civilization is incomplete and unintelli-

Union / lnter-Demon¡national
When we read in the church history of Union Churches
and Union Sunday School I'rom the past, they were usually people of different Christian heritages worshiping
or learning together as one group. Today we refer to them

gible without some understanding of the role of the Chris-

tian religion in the development of that civilization. The
history of man can never be divorced from the history
of his religious life. The efforts of those throughout the
ages to eliminate the Christian religion have always resulted in the substitution of some false religion. Both

as

in ter - d en ornina tiona L
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Hitler and Stalin gave their systems of statism a religious
element by their respective emphasis on race and class.
There is a comment that has struck me as very important in church life as I have been reading about the establishment of churches in North America. "All churches
were started as immigrant churchel'.

They served those who came from different cultures.
As people became comfortable in their new country and

with their new neighbors they inter-married. Thus we
have cross-cultural marriages. Although some aspects of
each church (denomination) had to remain stable, they
also needed to make changes to serve this new crosscultural people. In so doing, as we have seen in our own

Union Sunday School (c. l9l7)
Anglícan & Presbyterian, Mrs l. Cronley, Mrs. J.

Willets, MurielAlmond, Geo Almond Jr, Geo
Almond Sr., Oli Hallson, Míss K. Madíll, Mrs J
Sharpe & Stanley, Mrs. Sanguine, Mrs. F Almond,
Mr. Smitherman, Dora Almond, Bilbys, lngíbjorg,
Kristiana & Gytha Hallson, Mr J Sharpe, Mísses
Wheatlans (4), Dennis Cronley, Margaret Hughes,
Howard, Norman & Ernest Almond, Florence
Whítney & Hallur Hallson

community, some faded away while others remained and
flourished. This is not bad! It only reflects the cross-cultural flavour of our community.

Let's look at the Christian groups that affected our
community in the past and are affecting it at present.
Some information above has been taken from Chr¡stíanity Through the Cmturies; Cairns.
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lnterdenomínatíonal Christmas Concert I 994
St. Erik's Roman Catholíc, Eriksdale Uníted Church
& Eriksdale Evangelical Free Church
Christening at South Head School, l92O
Mrs Parkes & May, thírd from left

lnterdenominational Christmas Concert, I 994
Maritta Sínísalo, Shaylene Boychuk, Mary-Jo
Watson, Donna Kingsley, Jarmo Sinisalo

St. John's Anglican Church,

RC & UC Youth Group, 1987

Eriksdale
St.John's was built in the summer of 1911, with the aid of
$1,OOO donated by the lateJames F. Robertson and on

land donated byJohn Sharpe.Itwas officially consecrated
by Archbishop Matheson on August 11, 1911 and became
one of the missions in the area to be designated Interlake
Missions. The first clergyman was Reverend Smitheman,
who was stationed at Oak Point from 1906 - 1913.
'Warren,
Some of the original members were:John

George Almond, Harry Caunt, Fred Yarnold, John
Sharpe, Tom Sorrel, Frank Everett and the Berg broth-

lnterdenominatíonal Christmas Concert Choir I 994
Emmie Watson (píaníst), Olga Surgenor, Norman
Russell, Hertha Campbell, Anne Zasitko, Kay
Forsyth, Marg Torgerson, Rev. Susan Tough,
Carole Boychuk & Lauríe Torgerson (pianists)

ers.

The ladies of St. Georges Church in Winnipeg donated
an organ to the church. Wood stoves and gas lanterns

were used and appointed persons insured that a good
supply of fuel was on hand and that each apparatus was
in good working order. A fence along the front in 1929
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it

greatly enhanced the outside. The fence was completed

was burning so low that

in 1930 to enclose the grounds.

seemed to be contemplat-

ing the same step. Stan
Dowsett took the pulpit
lamp to the back of the
church to refill it, and while
he was pumping it up the
hymn finished, the invocation was said and the people sat down. I waited for a
few minutes while the lamp
was

lit and broughtback to

its place, burning at its full

brightness. Then, I proceeded to pronounce my
text and with some difficulty read, "The people
who sat in darkness have
seen great light," The
chuckles, not to say laughter, in which everyone
joined can surely be exMiss Clare Adams
cused. It was the only time Bishop's Messenger
in five years that the lamps
had not been readied for use, and it happened on the
day I had chosen that text for my sermon!"
Some quotes from a letter from Monica Rhodes: "It
was in September 1941, that I first saw Eriksdale. Miss
Clare Adams, who had already been with you for four
years, was at the station to meet me. That was the beginning of eight interesting and happy years.

Baptism At St. John's Church
Minister, Roy Pottinger, Risdon Pool, Edna Pool
holding Barb, Anne Pottinger
Quotes from Rev. Webb letter ofJune 7, 196l: "Eriksdale was my first parish and I became quite at home during the nearly five years that I was there (June 1930-May
1935). The point of great interest, historically, during that

time would be the moving of the church in 1931. Two
circumstances gave rise to that event: 1. The church had
been built on the south half of a double lot, in order that
when needed, a rectory could be built on the other half,
but it was then realized that it was not a suitable location
for such a purpose. 2. The foundation was crumbling and
had to be replaced.
It was therefore decided to build the new foundation
in the centre of the property and then move the church
on to it. We had about 4 L/2 feet between the old and
new foundations, the moving distance being about 28 feet.
The actual moving was done on greased planks with about
six large building jacks providing the moving power. All
who worked put in a good amount of volunteer labour
and were paid a very nominal rate for the rest. With this
move, the concrete walk and steps replaced the former
gravel walk and wooden steps.
By way of humorous recollections I can recount the
service of oneJanuary Sunday, when the lamps had not
been filled in preparation for the service. There were three
gas lamps and two small coal-oil lamps hidden from view
in the chancel. Just as we began the service, one of the
gas lamps went out, followed by the lamp near the pulpit, during the hymn before the sermon. The third lamp

Mission HoLtse, home of the Bishop's Messengers

In

1941, we were ministering

to five outside points.

We started a Sunday school at Hartfìeld, then took over
the work at Tennyson, shortly after that we were asked to
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an average of 12. Then in the early 1920's, nobody was

look after Ashern and Camper. That made ten points in
all for services, plus Bible lessons in Nyland as well as
several other schools. That, for two women was ridiculous! We were promised a third messenger, but as she
never materialized, the Interlake Fellowship gave us a

sent and we attended the United, (then Presbyterian)
Church. There were some people who never really belonged to St.John's again."
Quote from the Rt. Rev.John O. Anderson, Bishop
of Red River to Mrs. Bruce Goodridge onJanuary 20,
1967: "I am conscious of the substantial efforts of the
people to support the work of the church, and would
like to express my thanks, through you to them....with
much reluctance we have decided that it is necessary to
move Deaconess Millie Reid,..and to suspend services
in Eriksdale, Ashern and Tennyson."
The church building and land was purchased by Lucy
Lindell from the Diocese of Rupertsland on May 13, 1971,
to later become the Eriksdale Museum.

seconcl car.

St. Cuthberts Anglican Church,
Lily Bay
t.a

It was built on the corner of Broadway and the Deerhorn
Iine and was named St. Cuthberts as it.was modelled
after the St, Cuthbert Parish church in England. The

#

church was consecrated on November 1911 and the cemetery on October 31, 1915, The parish was formedJuly
2,1915. All by the Most Rev. Samuel Pritchard Matheson,

St. John's Anglican, Railyway Ave. 1953

Archbishop of Rupertsland.

Miss Adams left for the Mission at Wabowden after
ten years at Eriksdale, and Deaconess Eleanor Postans
came to take charge. I think it was in her time that we
started summer vacation schools in Eriksdale and outside points. Some of these were run in co-operation with
the United Church.
We also had camps for different groups - Guides, Con-

firmation Candidates and so on.

In

1949

I was asked to leave Eriksdale and go to the

Messenger Headquarters at St. Faiths, Swan River. By
that time I was so fond of you all that it was not easy to

Arthur Brown's family off to church at St.
Cuthbert's Anglican Church on Broadway (1925)

Ieave."

After 1965 St.John's saw limited use for a few special
occasions; the congregation was too small to warrant full
time services. To the dismay of the remaining stalwart
members, the church was all but abandoned by 1970.
A quote irom the LiIy tsay census l9ö7, "The congregation was probably at its best from 1912 until nearly
1920. After Rev, Smitheman left, there were a series of

The Bell
taken from a story written by Lucy B. Lindell
The Lilv Bay bell has found a home. After a number of

years of involuntary wandering the bell from St.
Cuthberts Anglican Church at Lily Bay has been brought
back to the general area from which it was taken.
When St. Cuthberts was built in 1908, the first service
was held on October 4. There were people living on al-

young students, chiefly from Winnipeg, conducting services. The congregation was never big except for funerals, weddings, confirmations and special visits; possibly

most every quarter section of land around and the church
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was the social center of the community.

tr

The bell was given to St. Cuthberts by Mr. and Mrs.
B.F. Watson, in memory of their infant son Freddy, and
could be heard for miles around.
Freddy was born April 1894 and is thought to have
died May 1895. At the time there was neither church
nor cemetery for miles in any direction and the infant
was buried in a secluded spot on their home quarter.(See
Cemetery sites).
According to Mr. Watson's diaries the bell was ordered
in 1911. It is probable the bell was dedicated sometime

in

Weddíng of Dale Windross & Annie Brown

1912.

at St.

Cuthbert's Anglican Church (1936)

As pioneer families moved away in search of a better
life other farmers acquired the surrounding land and the
congregation dwindled. In the late 1960's services were
no longer held on a regular basis at St. Cuthberts.
The church was vandalized. The bell, loosened from
its base, dropped through the roof breaking the iron support when it fell. Thieves and bell vanished. In time,
reports came out that the bell had been found and given
to a church in Winnipeg. But where did they find it? The
stories are many and varied. Whatever the story, a note

in St. Thomas minutes of Novemberember 9, 1974 tells
that the bell was made available to this Anglican Church
in Weston, Winnipeg.
Being too large and loud for a city church, the bell sat
in the Rector's garage until early in 1987.Jean andJack
Rockey took on the task of finding a new home for the
bell in the area from which it had come and they set
about gathering information. The material gathered was
presented to the Bishop of Rupertsland, the Rev. Walter
Jones. Eriksdale Museum was chosen and notifìed in late

Octoberober 1987.
Made of iron, the bell is about three inches thick and
more than three feet across the base. Estimates set the
weight of the bell at five hundred pounds plus another
probable two hundred or more for the frame and other

St. Cuthbert's at Lily Bay, 1995

Scotch Bay Anglican Church
The following historical memorandum was written by
Mr. Pook on May 26, 1938.
"On May 25, 1938 the following journeyed to Scotch
Bay - Dr.J. W. Matheson, Rev. H.J. Tomkins, Mr' H. B'
Lyall, Mr. R.H. Pook. The committee journeyed to the
home of Mr, E.F. Watson and there decided to award

parts.
seated on a
tower at St.
the
bell
to
walls
similar
with
low
low stand
Cuthberts Anglican church.
The Lily Bay Bell is now available for all to see and
will once more commemorate the brief life of Freddy ,
first born child of Edmund and Alice Watson of Scotch
Bay and the pioneer settlers of Lily Bay.

In Eriksdale Museum the bell is fìrmly

the contract to AJ. Smith, Eriksdale, at a price of $1000.
The committee thenjourneyed to the Scotch Bay Church
site and a short service was held by Dr. Matheson and

the Rev. HJ. Tomkins, at which there were approximately 27 adults present. Dr. Matheson addressed the
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assembly for a few minutes on his associations with the

district years ago and particularly with the Watson fam-

ily'"
The church was consecrated on October 1, 1938 and
the church cemetery on September 27, 1942, both by
Archbishop Malcolm Harding.
uWhat became of the Scotch Bay Anglican church?"
On the wall of St.John's Church at Fisherton, there is
a plaque

which reads:

To the glory of God and in His service

This building was given
To the people of St.John's, Fisherton,
By the people of All Saints, Scotch Bay,
To replace the one built in 1932
And destroyed by fireJuly 23, 1968.

All Hallows - Tennyson
The Anglican Church at Tennyson School District was

All Hallows called after a Bìshoþs Messmgø, Miss
Goodacres, church in Bngland. A stone from her church
was sent over for this church but was taken along with
some of the contents.
known

Following is part of a story written in August 1990,
calledI Ihle ofIfu:o Churches.
"Disaster struck on July 23, 1968 when vandals set
fire to the church. Nothing was saved. The people of St.
John's soon recovered from the blow and found a new
church. The people of Scotch Bay donated their church,
All Saints, and Brunger Movers of Teulon brought it to
its new home on April 2, 1969, This church was built in
1938 on land donated by Mr. Edmund Fleming Watson
in 1937. Mr. Watson was described by Archbishop

as

Sherman as "a friend and supporter of All Saints Church,

there since its inception."

And so we have a tale of two churches. It is a story of
the faith of the people who founded two parishes and
built two churches and of the generosity of the people

All Hallows

who donated their church to others in their hour of need.
It is, as well, a witness to mankind's continuing need for
the things of God and for His church.

The Sunday School vans used to call in the summer

All Hallows Anglican Church,

and gather the children of the district for a week of Bible

Study and friendship - much the same as DVBS does
now! Mrs. Albert SeaI (Jean) was one of the drivers of a
van, also a helper with the children,
Later Bishops Messengers carne to the area living in
what was known as The Mission Housein Eriksdale. They
held services in the school at Tennyson every two weeks
in the summer and as often as they could in the winter.
Miss Postans, Miss Goodacre and Deaconess Tongue
were three of the Messengers.
In the summer of 1954, Deaconess Postans left to teach
the Native children in the north; and a few months later
Miss Goodacre died suddenly; after which the only serv-

Tennyson
It

was built approximately 1955. There is no deed of
formation of a parish and no record that the church or

the cemetery was consecrated. The church was
secularized October 17,1975 by Bishop Barry Valentine.
T'he building was sold May ö, 197ö to Mr. Anderson of

Ashern for $gOO. There is no record of what happened
to the building or the contents.
The following story is compiled from stories written
by two members of the All Hallows Church - Kathleen

Curl and Mary Sutton.
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ices were the monthly visits of the Rev. R,F. Dawson,

the matter together and

who was then General Missionary.
Rev. Dawson suggested that the congregation build a
church in the area. Jaunty, as Mrs.Johnson was called,

decide on the best means
of approaching the subj ect

in hand. It was decided

donated a piece of her land. Used CNR lumber was
purchased, but before being put to use an unused hall at

that Eriksdale remain the
centre of the Mission work
for the area and the Mis-

Petersfield was looked at, thought suitable, was purchased

and moved to the site.
In March 1955 it arrived on trucks none the worse for
it's 120 mile journey. Later in the spring, a foundation
was put under the building and Mr Dawson held the

sion House be renovated.
The church was vandal-

ized shortly afterwards the remaining contents

first service in the unfinished church in May, when

were given to other needy
churches and the building was sold. The grave yard re-

benches were the only seats.

In the summer, a skilled carpenter was hired to build

mains and is kept fenced and tidy by Doreen and Ronnie

on a chancel and vestry, with the help of two of the mem-

Knight and Walter Wright.

bers and occasional help, as needed, from other men of

The Gladys Goodacre Branch WA,
Tennyson

the congregation.
A service in the completed church was held in September 1955, with Mr. Dawson officiating. In October

Deaconess Eleanor Postans and Miss Gladys Goodacre

the church was dedicated by the Archbishop of

a lovely oak altar, lectern and font sent from Winnipeg

were in charge of the Eriksdale Mission, when in 1950,
they successfully inaugurated a WA(Women's Auxiliary)
branch among the women of the congregation then
known merely as Tennyson. So, although there was no

parishes; carpet from St.John's Cathedral; a carved oak

church, there was a WA. Their numbers were few - never

communion rail as a memorial to Miss Goodacre, from
her parents in England; and a brass altar cross from
friends. Other memorials included a silver communion

reaching more tha¡r a baker's do4n;but they were enthusiastic from the first, and lent all their efforts to not only
meeting their obligations, but also to save for the day
when a church would be built in the district. Those attending the early meetings included two small ladies one an infant, and one nearly ninety years of age. The
smallest one eventually became very downhea¡ted when
she grew old enough to attend school, as it meant she
could no longer go to the WA!
After Miss Goodacre's death in 1954, the group decided that the name should be changed to the Gladys

Rupertsland. The Right Rev. Barfoot, Primate of Canada.
Except for pews, the church was nicely furnished with:

set, altar vases, a large brass receiving plate for the offer-

ings and abeautiful hand carved antique episcopal chair.

In

1961 pews were purchased from a Winnipeg parish,
completing the furnishing of the church.
The Curls loaned their organ and Mr. Curl played for
services. The names of most of the congregation were

Curls, Ives, Watsons, Masons,Johnsons, Wrights, Suttons.
We had church a"rmy men for the summer - Patterson,

Morris, Kinghan, Gale, Täylor, Hawes. Pat Lee (now
Biship of Rupertsland) was our first and only minister.
Later there were not enough attendance in the church

associated with them.

to finance a minister.
His Lordship took the chair at a meeting of the members from the combined parishes of Ashern, Eriksdale,
Vogar and All Hallows on the evening of May 27,1963.

actually materialized, it was felt that the WA would be
the main source of income for it and their greatest missionary effort.
Only two Presidents (Mrs. H.C. Ives and Mrs. O.C.

He pointed out that we were gathered to discuss the Eriks-

Wright) have held office. Under their able leadership,

dale Mission in general, and the Mission House in particular; and observed that the best economy was not in
repairing a building after it falls down, nor in repairing
one place, and then moving to another. As this matter
concerned the parishes mentioned, we should discuss

all obligations and objectives had been met. It is safe to
say, that nobody is more proud of the All Hallow's
Church than the original Tànnyson WA. They looked to
the past with gratification, and to the future with confi-

Goodacre Branrå

(Tennyson), since she had been so closely

The followingyear, when All Hallow's Church had

dence.
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A paragraph taken from Kath Curl's yearly letter

Clergy who served St.John's and the other Anglican
Churches of the area:
Rov J.P. Smitherman

travelling priest

1

W.J.

student

summer 1 91

S.J. Wickens

student

summer 1912

Rev W.J. Finch

travelling pr¡est

summer & fall 1912

R.E. Lemon

student

May - Sept 1913

W. Ward

student

2 weeks 1913

F. Villiers

licensed Lay Reader

Jan-Oct

Rev Canon M¡nto Swan

priest

1919

A.W.

Finch

November 21,1994:
The fìrst big event was in May, when I was not only
invited to be a guest at the Consecration of our new
Bishop of Rupertsland - Patrick Lee, but, I also had the
honour of being one of his Lay Presenters to the Presiding Bishop. About 1000 people were present, and it was
a lovely evening, long to be remembered.

91 1-13

1

91

1

Eriksdale Evangelical Free Church

4

Many have asked, "Who is the Evangelical Free
Church?" The best explanation is: we are a group of
people who truly believe that the grace of God, which
Martin Luther originally preâched and found in the Bi-

Missioner

1925

Mr. Rogers

student

1924129

Rev A.R. Hall

travelling priest

1

929/30

Rev H.J.E, Webb

Rector

1

930/35

Rev Harris

travelling priest

1

934

Miss Clare Adams

Bishops Messenger

1

936/46

Miss Muriel Hooper

Bishops Messenger

1

936/46

Winn¡fred Alderson

served

1937t38

Miss Laura Wagstaffe

served

1

M¡ss Monica Rhodes

Bishops Messenger

1941 t49

Miss Muriel Wilhamson

Bishops Messenger

1941 142

Canon Park

travelling priest

1941 142

Rev. Tompkins

travelling priest

1941t42

in the Scandinavian Lutheran Churches and its people
who immigrated to America. In these countries the fræ
church was made up of people who had broken away
from the state run Lutheran Church. It was not a formal
denomination at that time and these people expressed
their freedom in the word free. Evangelical was tacked
on later, I believe, to further express their desire to let
others know that they were a protestant church which
maintains salvation by faith alone. This was done when
they immigrated to America and established a denomi-

Rev Sherston

travelling priest

1941 t42

nation.

Rev Kelly

travelling priest

1941t42

Rev Holmes

travelling priest

Miss Eleanor Postans

Bishops Messenger

1944/54

Neal

ble, must be upheld in Christianity today. Our roots are

938i40

1

948

Miss Gladys Goodacre

Bishops Messenger

1

949/54

Valer¡e Vaaghan-Johnson

Bishops Messenger

1

951

Miss Margery Deare

Bishops Messenger

1

954

Miss Elsie Tongue

B¡shops Messenger

1

955

Rev Montomery

travell¡ng pr¡est

1

950/55

Rev Dawson

travelling priest

1

950/55

Capt Don Paterson

Church Army

1

955

Rev Cole

travelling priest

1

955/56

Rev Pat Lee

trãvelling priest

1

956/59

Capt Ralph Morris

Church Army

1959/62

Rev Evans

travelling priest

1

Capt V. Kingham

Church Army

1962t64

Capt Hawes

Church Army

1

964

Rev Embley

travelling priest

1

964

Capt Taylor

Church Army

1

965

Rev Gale

travelling pr¡est

1

965

Deaconess Millie Reid

B¡shops Messenger

1

966/67

Evangelícal Free Church first Baptism Servíce at
Long Point. Ben, Bill & Daríus families, Bert,
George & David lves families, Frank & Éssre
Malpas, Helgi Olson, Frank & Mary Sutton, Mrs.
Gurney, Doríe & Elsíe Kiesman & son

961 /66

There is a firm belief in the Evangelical Free Church
that we have to be culturally and community oriented.
You'll not fìnd two E.F. Churches exactly the same in
their worship style, yet at the s€une time atl hold firm to
the Bible being God's only word. The question often
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served our congregation until 1995. Upon his resignation Pastor Bill Watson accepted the position. Both of
them have been bi-vocational pastors.

asked in the past and today is: where is it written?

The church in Eriksdale began in 1982, as a group of
people from different church backgrounds studying the
Bible together and singing songs that were familiar to
all. We grew together in faith simply by reading our Bibles, studying, and praying together. A time came when
one of the members suggested starting a Sunday morning service. It seemed the natural next stepr therefore
the Eriksdale Gospel Church was established (1983).
Down the road we found we desired an affiliation with
a larger group of Christians. This started a search that
took over a yeaL We knew we needed a denomination
that had travelled the same journey we had as a group.
People from different backgrounds, yet committed to a

Vacation Bíble School

personal faith in Christ.

æ

A friend, while home from the mission field, heard
our story. IJpon returning to his mission work overseas
he wrote and suggested we contact the E.F. Church in
Manitoba, He said, "They may fit your unique situation."
The rest of the story is history!
We have held church services weekly at the Community Centre as we at fìrst had little money to buy a facility of our own. Later, it became apparent to us that giv-

â

¡

æ

-t

Mike,
our Child Evangelism

ing our operating money to a community facility was
better stewardship than constructing a building that
would be used only part-time.
A Sunday School was started for the younger children of those families that attended. It has continued as
a one class group every since.

Missionary for VBS

A children's Bible Club

was started

by

Ruth
Squires in their home. It
expanded during this time
to a larger group than their

home could accommodate, so was then moved
to the school. We have
been thankful to the school
for the use of their facilities. We have also held a
Vacation Bible School for
the past four summers.

We believe our mission is to help parents to encourage their children to learn the value of believing in God

and the wonderful gift of life He gives to each of us!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Mulvihill
It was after 1914 that the first church

was built. At first

the services were held in homes by travelling ministers,
the first of whom was Pastor Casberg. The second was
Pastor Hougham who was instrumental in putting up a
building. An attempt was made to build the church in
the Agriculture district, however it was suggested that it
would be more suitable to build it in town. Although a
good many of the people were Catholic, either Roman
or Russian Orthodox, all faiths went to this church. At
times the minister might be of another denomination.
This church is remembered as a Norwegian Lutheran
Church.

Pastor Bíll Watson, Ruth & Pastor Brad Squíres

"Mrs. Mollerson was the Sunday School teacher. We
only had the one church in the town where most everyone attended," writes Anne Dzick.

The first few years (1983-1988) Bill Watson served as
In 1988 Pastor Brad Squires was called and

a lay-pastor.
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It is noted a Catholic Church was built in the 1920's.
In the Ashern book it is written, "Mrs. Marius
Christiansen started the first Lutheran Ladies Aid and
Mrs. Olson started the Sunday School."
Another writes, "When Mr. Mollerson got married,
his wife got quite a few people interested and the first
Protestant Church was built, it was a Lutheran Church.
Mrs, Mollerson played the organ and was the one to get
a church club going."
"I recall two ministers in their last years of training
assþed to the Protestant Church, who lived with a family
'til their term was up. Their names were Mr. Peden, one
year, and Mr. Terry Hart, the following year. Both from
Toronto, ON, sentby the Emmanuel College, where they
trained. Rev T. Hart was a chaplain in the last war and
later was the minister in one of the Kirkland Lake, ON
churches."

Marie Squires recalls Rev Conley telling her that he
preached in this church in the late 1930's and early 1940's,
Her father, Ralph Plantz, was there from 1945 to 1959.

It is thought that the church may have stood vacant
after this time.
The Lutheran Church was torn down in 1967 and most

of the contents were taken to the Lutheran Church in
Moosehorn. The alter cloth, made byTorb Christiansen,
is in the Eriksdale Museum.

Mulvihill Lutheran Church

Mulvihill Lutheran Church congregation on Mrs. Curl's 92nd Birthday
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St. August¡nes Gatholic Church,
Abbeville

Zion Lutheran Ghurch, Nyland

St. Augustíne's Roman Catholic Church, Abbeville

Mulvihill Catholic Church
In

D. Polinski home was a stopping place
for priests on their way home from Dog Creek Reserve,
as the train came to Mulvihillin the evening.JerryEyford,
1927-28 the

the mailman, would meet the priest and take him to Dog

Creek and then bring him back the next day.
Later a Polish priest came. He held Mass in the Polinski

home, as there wasn't a church building. Archbishop
Sinnot held Confirmation.
In later years Father Archibald came once a month
from Dog Creek with two sisters; one a cook, the other a
teacher. A Catholic Church was built and later burned
down. We are uncertain as to the dates of these events.

Pastor Bernt Hokenson (left)

&

his brother

Fírst Confirmatíon Class of Zion Lutheran Church,
Church built in 1918, Pastor B. Hokenson

Mulvíhíll Catholíc Church, built iust before WWl.
Burned down about I O years later
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St. Er¡k's Roman Catholic Ghurch,
Eriksdale
Church services started in earlier years about 1940. Mass
was held in the Community Centre aftet 1947 or in the

private home of Mr. and Mrs. Linossier. The Oblate Father would come in from Oak Point or Abbeville for the
masses, as they were in charge of the area. Father Kerbrat
was one of them.

Father Pelletier

A Much Loved Priest
Father Pelletier has served this part of the Interlake from
1980 to 1989. His territory covered St. Therese in Dog
Creek, the Holy Cross in Ashern, the St. Erik's in Eriks-

St. Erik's Roman Catholíc Church 1969

In

1960 the land was purchased to build a church.

In

dale and St. Olaf's in Lundar.

He spent his first two days in early January snow

1962 work started in digging the basement and foundation. The men volunteered their time and the women,
also, by picking and hauling stones for l"he ¡rrerr [o use irr
the foundation. The women made their meals and
lunches in the morning. Everyone worked well together,
By November 1962 midnight mass was our first mass in

bound in the rectory in Eriksdale. The windows were so
fi'osted he couldn't see out. IIe said' t'I remember shovelling the doorway every couple of hours to make sure I
could get out." It was a lonely beginning, but, with his
love for people, he soon became well know to many
Eriksdale residents.
Due to failing health and the strain of many miles of
travel he accepted a position at Casa Bonita, in St.

our little church.
The Oblate in charge at the time was Father Arthur
Parent o.m.i. In the spring of 1963 a carpenter was hired
and he finished the inside, and the men put the furnace
in the basement.
The women from St. Erik's formed a ladies group

Boniface

in

1989. Father Pelletier was the last

of the

Oblate priests to come to Eriksdale.
A farewell, pot luck dinner was held in his honor.
About 100 people attended. Following the meal Mr.
McNeil made a presentation on behalf of his congregation. He said, "Father has taught us many lessons during
his time here, but I believe the most lasting lesson that
will be remembered is that, the lifestyle you live reflects
the sort of person you are." He also said to Father
Pcllcticr, "We admire you for accepting your new call
with such humility. Our comfort in seeing you leave is in
knowing that you are going to a mission which you are
looking forward to."

which they called St. Erik's Auxiliary in 1961. They
worked very hard to raise money to help support the
church and they still do.
The Oblates that came after Father Arthur Parent
were: Father Francois Lemire, Father Paul Lebel, Father
Maurice Desautels, Father Raymond Dion, Father Hilaire
Gagne, Father Ephrem Pelletier. Then in Âugust 1080
Father Pelletier retired, and the Secular priests took over
with Father RobertPolz, Father Ray Buteau, Father Mark
Tarrant, Father Ernest Kamath.

Father Pelletier thanked everyone by saying, "It is sad
to leave so many friends. If I could I'd stay, but it is not
B8

the "Will of God". My eyes are failing me, making future driving impossible." He then went on to say, "I won't
forget you my friends, I have a habit of remembering
everyone I once knew. I'll be back to see you my old
friends." Chuckling he added, "To get some potatoes from
my garden, I hope."
Delores Wedensky sang "May the Good Lord Bless
and Keep You".Jim Willetts, his neighbor and long time

Now, I happened to be a Catholic nun and nuns usually live in groups where common prayer and parish involvement can be spiritual support for their professional
life. Sister Therese Andre agreed to be my companion
and very soon she was asked by the Catholic Community to co-ordinate religious education in the Interlake.
I

friend, summed up the evening program by saying, "May
God be with you my friend."
Father Pelletier is one of those people of our past, who
made a mark on the history of Eriksdale. He won't be
forgotten by those who new and loved him.

?
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The Sisters of St. Joseph
in Eriksdale

V

Sisters of St. Joseph came

to live in Eriksdale in the
fall of

w

r

I, Sister Odile Saint-Pierre,
think it was by God's planning and not ours that the

1973.

At the time,
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Sisfer Odile & youth group

the
Lakeshore School Division
needed a co-ordinator to
implement its new
Sr.sfer Odile 1976
project.(See Schools - A
Vision Implemented).
What a co-incidence! Earlier that very same day, I had
visited Mrs. D'Arcy to inquire for a library job somewhere in Manitoba where I could put my teaching experience to good use. She recommended me for the
Lakeshore project. I was immediately contacted and offered the job. To this day, I believe it was a gift from

While searching for a place to live, we stayed in the
Lundar Motel for one month and attended St. Olaf
Church. Both Catholic communities of Lundar and Eriks-

dale invited us to take up residence in their respective
towns. We ended up choosing Eriksdale because the
School Division Offìce was located there and because it
was more centrally located for both of us. That is why
two Sisters of St.Joseph came to live in Eriksdale.
During my last five years in Lakeshore School Division, a second challenge was added - implementing the
Basic French program. Serving Lakeshore School Division has been very rewarding. There was never a dull
moment!
Since 1973 several Sisters have come and gone. Of
those who stayed one year or more, I should mention
Sister Cecile Lussier who enjoyed visiting the sick and
elderly, who was a member of the Seniors group Nøar
Horkonsand.who earned from the youth groups the title

God!

of Mama Chef Boyardee. Sister Alexandra Grenier
worked at the hospital for one year. Sister Pauline Alarie
taught French in Eriksdale School. Sister Eveþ Laliberte
came in 1984 to replace Sister Therese Andre. She soon
got involved with the catechists and eventually took over

Srsfer Alexandra teaching Catechism

as co-ordinator of the Religious Education Project. She
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Pineview United Church
Clydebank
Pineview was still going strong in 1922, and had been
for some years before Union took place.

The Síster's Home

is still very active in

Eriksdale. Together with

Sister Madeleine Matte they continue the various faith

education projects and keep their hearts open to new
needs. Two other Sisters who left their mark in the com-

munity are Sister Dorothee Bouvier and Sister Jean

Rev. Jím Fargey's last church service at
Clydebank School

Lucas.
To sum up, residing in Eriksdale is an enriching expe-

rience for us Sisters. There is a special spirit of solidarity

Pineview United elected their board of stewards on May

and acceptance in Eriksdale which makes us feel as part

L4, L922, comprising of: Mr.John Forsyth Sr., president:
Mr. R. Kennedy, secretary-treasurer; Mr. J. Allen, Mr.
W. Weatherburn, Mr.J. Lawrence, Mr. W Whiteside.
It is diffìcult to fìx the exact date of the beginning of
church services in Clydebank School, but Mrs.J. Law-

of the community. Over the years, we have enjoyed participating in different eóumenical activities such as Min-

isterial Suppers and World Day of Prayer, and exchanging choir support in our respective Church events. Atteuding bake sales and garage sales are also pleasant
occasions to socialize with the community. For those of
us who left, it is always a joy to come back and visit our
Sisters and at the same time meet the many friends we

rence remembers they came here

in

service held by the Rev. Tom Latto.

1914 and attendcd

It

is probable that

services had been held at least one year prior.

remember in Eriksdale.

Union Church, Lily Bay
This church is being restored by the Lundax Heritage
Committee as a historical site as of 1995. More history
of this church can be found in the W to ll and MOD.

Christeníng Day at Clydebank, May 1964
John & Shirley Sigurdson & Brent, Ben & Conníe
Gleich & David, Ray & Andrea Sweetland &
Trinity, Jim & Alíce Harley & Adele, Robert &
Kevin, Roz & Sandy Mclntosh, Bud & Laura
Andrews & Darryl. Rev. Jim Scott centre back.

Union Church at Lily Bay
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That service crystallized a long-felt need in the hea¡ts
of the mourners, and they voted to return the next Sunday for church.
Out of each sorrow some good must come, and the
people of Eastland met regularly after that day, to worship in their school house.
Though, not at that time an ordained minister, Mr.
Simson usually took the service. Occasionally it was taken

by Mr. Fred Bell.
Sometime in 1922, Eastland requested that the minister from Eriksdale guide their spiritual welfare, and they

joined the United Church as an outside point, alternating with Pineview for the minister's time.
Eastland United Church Board of stewards elected
l|t/.ay 7,1922were: Mr. C. Simpson, Chairman; Mr. W
Thomas, Mr.J.H. Bell; Mrs.J.H. Bell, Secretary{heasurer; Mr. C. Dobson;Mr. H. Rushforth.

Rev. Ron Johnstone's last Easter Servíce
at Clydebank, 1957

Eastland United Ghurch
The fïrst available record of church service held by an
ordained minister at Eastland, was a baptismal service
onJuly 16,1922, when Rev R.H. Williams christened
twelve children, ranging in age from ten years to infants
of a few months.
The school house is believed to have been built there
about 1913. Shortly afterwards, a tragic shooting accident caused the death of one of the Marriner girls, and

led to the first service in Eastland school. Charlie
Simpson, an Englishman, farming in the district, conducted burial rites for the little girl.

Eastland Church Service

Jim Walker, Ted Malpas, W. Boutillíer, Peg
Rushforth, G. Dobson Sr, H Rushforth, Gordon
Rushforth, Mary Dobson, Madge Dobson, Mrs H.
Rushforth, Mrs C. Dobson, Rick Walker, Lou
Walker, Mildred & Malcolm Walker.
Services of worship at Eastland were not always de-

pendent on the minister. Occasionally when he could
not come from Eriksdale, because of bad roads or inclement weather, Mr. A. Malpas filled in for him.

Eastlands United Church congregation c. '1931
Mr H. Rushforth, Mrs J. Bell, Wílfred Bell, A.E.
Malpas, Herb Parkinson, Water Boutillier,
Norman Bell, Mrs J. Wlaker.
Mrs Rushforth, Mrs Malpas, Mrs Dobson, Mrs
Walker, Mrs Híggins, Florence Malpas, Ethel

The Bishop of Eriksdale
Heath Nelson Macquarrie, MA, LLD; born PEI, September 18, 1919; marriedJean Isabell; Children: Heather
Jean, Flora Mary, Iain Heath. A political science teacher,
news analyst, commentator, author and senator summoned to the Senate of Canada in October 1979.

Rushforth, Eessre Malpas, Gwen Foss, Augustine
Walker. Earl Beatty, Bud Rushforth, Frank Malpas,
C. Dobson, Norman Rushforth
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cle) has such good momentum that it doesn't stop easily." An ordinary person might have said the brakes were

Täken from letters sent to Margaret Smith and 7995

Editìory Canød,íøn Who's Who

not great!
It was my custom to invite people to Eriksdale to take
or help me in the service. Harold Frid, assistant minister
at Knox in Winnipeg, came with his wife and a friend of
mine who sang and played the violin. Another was a
classmate Charles Forsyth now a retired United Church
Minister as is Mr. Frid. I recall Mr. Allen asking about
Forsyth, "Is he farther on nor you?" I loved the Allan

family's accent. They described their religion

as

Covenasters,

I

batched

in a small room at the old

manse. The

Smythes lived in the rest of the house. I was early told
not by any circumstance to call them Smiths.

The Bíshop of Eríksdale meets the Pope!

'Although I was neither a theological student nor a
United Church member I was offered a mission field in
1946. To my surprise and perhaps that of others I was
asked to return and so spent the summer of 1947 in Eriks-

weed was aptly named.

Although I have done

a great deal of

travelling since

I never did get back to Eriksdale.
There were some very nice people whom I remember with considerable affection.
My kind good wishes go to anyone who might remember a comparatively youthful Macquarrie."
A later note:
"Because I reached my 75th birthday I retired from
the Senate on September 18, 1994. I am now using the
those far off days

dale also.

At United College I became known as the Bishoþ of
Erilsdale.
Before that time I had never ridden a bicycle but had
to learn. I had a service every Sunday morning at Clyde-

bank, an afternoon one at Eastland and the evening service in Bissell Memorial in Eriksdale. This meant a good
deal of cycling. On wet days I often walked, taking the

few weeks of grace to clear out my office. Having been
on The HilI for nearly forty years I have an enormous
amount of letters, documents and other memorabilia.
My best to you and anyone else who may remember

bicycle along for company. As a maritimer I had known
plenty about mud roads. Gumbo was something new to
me and I could have done without its acquaintance!
On my first day in Eriksdale I took a walk around the

me.tt

The United Church Women (UCW)

community. I was not very favorably impressed at first
but became fond of Eriksdale. I found it a fascinating
place for a nature lover. The bird life was especially interesting. There was an impressive ethnic range in the
pcoplc. Some I became very fond of. Dan McFadyen
and Maisie were always helpful. The school principal
and I were good friends.
I conducted two funerals for a dear old couple from
Clydebank, Mr. and Mrs. Allen. The funeral directorwas
an unforgettable character. He laid out the deceased,

I

had a camp for the
young lads. We went to a reserve. I found the swimming
and the mosquitos a bit unkind. Something called itch
One summer or perhaps two

The Women of Churches were organized and functioning under the name of the Union Ladies Aid long before
1925 when the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches united to form The United Church of
Canada.

In

1913 the ladies of the

community formed

a group

called the LTnion Ladies Aid and they proc.ee<led to do
works of good and donated the monies to the churches'
atthe time whichwere an Anglican Church builtin 1911
and a Presbyterian Church built in 1912.
In 1915 they changed their name to The Guild and
included monies for the sick and needy of the area.

built

the coffins and played the violin at the funeral service.
Once he picked me up when I was walking out to
visit a couple well out of town. He overshot the lane by a
good bit and said "This old car (it was the hearse vehi92
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UCW - Dora Osterbeck, Marg Smith, Ollie
Wílletts, Lil Jeffers, Vide Appleby, Donna Smith,
Marg Dowsett, Pearl Heroux, Essr.se Malpas,
Florence Sutherland, Líly Sewell. Marg Bottrell,
Kay Forsyth, Eníd Gibbíngs, Olga Surgenor, Maísíe
MacFayden, Ðoreen Rutherford. Hertha Campbell
took the pícture.

On December 2, L987 the UCW of the Eriksdale
United Church celebrated their 25th Anniversary along
with the rest of Canada's United Church Women. It was
the day chosen to honor those members who had served

this church for over thirty years. Nine long-standing
members were honored with a Life Membership Pin.
Receiving pins were Margaret Smith, Margaret Whitney,

Bmma Mills, Lil Jeffers, Doreen Rutherford, Enid
Gibbings, Kay Forsyth, Ollie Willetts and May
Allan.(The pin's design, the star of the women's organization of The methodist Church, the circle of the Congregational Church, the St. Andrew's cross of the Presbyterian Church and the seal of the United Church of
Canada are combined to symbolize the rich Christian

ln 1922 prior to Church Union of 1925 the Presbyterian Church was referred to as The Union Church and
at this time the ladies of the community reorganized
themselves. The Union Church Members of the Union
Ladies Aid became the Ladies Aid and the Anglican
Members of the Union Ladies Aid formed their own
group known as the'Women's Auxiliary.
The Guild remained active and was made up of ladies from both Churches. (See E.M. Crowe Memorial
Hospital Guild). Many of the ladies from the churches
were also members of the Guild.
On December 13, 1956 the following ladies: Mrs.
Gundrun Hallson, Mrs. Marjorie Smith, Mrs. Grace
Jeffers and Mrs. Annie Forsyth were presented with 30
Yea¡s of Service Pins. (The style of the pin was in the
form of an open book with ELA (Eriksdale Ladies Aid)
on the pin and 30 on the chain).
In March 1962 at a meeting at the home of Mrs.
McFadyen with eighteen members present a motion by
Enid Gibbings, seconded by LilJeffers that we change
the name to Eriksdale United Church Women.

heritage which is ours and to signify the responsibilities
of United Church women and their involvement in the
whole of the Church of Canada).
Some of the ladies who had received these tributes,
reminisced a little about the trials and tribulations during the early years. There were power failures a¡rd fi
nancial problems and inconvenience such as having to
take ones own dishes to the Community Center for teas
and catering jobs until the Guild and the Ladies Aid
purchased a set of dishes for the center.

The UCW still play an active part in their role as
church women and the community. Although most of
the ladies are seniors they do receive willing support from
women of all ages who are past members or simply
friends of the United Church. This willingness makes it
93
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llnited Church Women: Hertha Campbell, Marg

a

Smith, Ollíe Wílletts, Lil Jeffers, Enid Gibbings,
Otga Surgenor, Kathy Babkirk. Rev. Susan Tough
(inset), Dora Osterbeck, Lily Sewell, Donna Smith
Eriksdale United Church, burned
possible for them to carry on with such events as the
Annual Fall Fowl Supper; the Beef Seminar; providing
lunch to funerals and weddings and church events. They
continue to visit the shut-ins and sick and contributing
to many other organizations and charities at home and
abroad. Each year they participate with the other faith
communities in our area in the World Day of Prayer and
enjoy Lenten Bible study and attend and host Annual

Eriksdale United Ghurch
'All who live in love

The Eriksdale United Church was built in 1912, two
years after the railway reached the Forth Siding, later
named Eriksdale. Itwas dedicated Septemberember 29,
l}I2,by Dr. A.B. Baird. Prior to that time travelling ministers had held a few worship services in the Lake Manitoba Tiading Store and the new school. The Anglican
Church had been built the year before. Now the people
of Presbyterian and Methodist tradition had their own
place of worship. Early ministers were Revs: Latto,
Matthews, Sanguine and Hugget. I read in Lucy Lindell,
50th Anniversary Booklet, A short Hístory of the Uníted
Church Conmunity øt Erìkdal4 that the early records
(until 1919) had been lost. In 1919 Mr. George Almond
was chairman of the board, M..J. Cox was secretarytreasurer, withJ. Forsyth, W. Maddin and S. Houston as

UCW Purpose

of the congregatíon for

the total mission of the church and to provide a
medíum through which theY maY express theír
loyalíty and devotion to Jesus Chríst in Christían
witness, study, fellowship and service.
roll call are as follows: Vidi
Bottrell; Hertha
Margaret
Appleby, Kathy Babkirk,
Campbell; Margaret Dowsett; Kay Forsyth; Enid
Gibbings; LilJeffers; Essie Malpas; Bmma Mills; Dora
Osterbeck; Lily Sewell; Donna Smith; Margaret Smith;

In

are Thine. Teach us how to love

each other..."

Selkirk Presbytery UCW Rallies.

To unite all the women

in 1936

1996 the members on

board members. Also, that year the trustees of the cemetery, Messrs.: Hallson, Smith, Madill, Sharpe and Almond signed over the deed to the RM of Eriksdale. The
minister, Rev Huguet, expressed his thanks to the car
owners in town for summer transportation. These were:
L. Maddin, Lalrd Bros., J. Sharpe Jr., F. Ahuond, O.

Olga Surgenor; Florence Sutherland; Laurie Torgerson;
and Ollie Willetts.

Hallson, W. Park,J. Cox, D. Brown, A' Smith, andJ.
Forsyth. Also, from the minutes a uote of thanlcs was giuen
to W.G. Ahnondþr semice rendered in þrocuring a new lrga,n.

ln

1922 at a congregational meeting

it was decided

that our church be known as the Eriksdale United
94

Church, that is three years before the national church
union in 1925. Also, in 1922 the Ladies Aid was formed.

gave unstinting of their time to lead these groups and we

The first president was Mrs. A.E. Williams. They worked

In 1928 the RevJim Fargey came to stay for four years.
Not only was he a wonderful minister, but he is also
fondly remembered as a great baseball player.

are grateful.

hard to defray the manse debt. Plays under the able di
rection of Mrs. AJ, Smith were performed at Eriksdale
and other points, including Oak Point and Spearhill.
They were greatly enjoyed and long remembered.
A Union Sunday School had been formed of both
Anglican and Presbyterian families. This was to continue
for many years until the 1940's. I wish I could name all
the Sunday School teachers, dedicated and loved.
There was a short wooden sidewalk up to the door of
the church and occasionally nickels for offering fell between the cracks. Of course these couldn't be retrieved
until the service was over and then could be used for a
cone or a bar.

Christmas Celebration
Ray Smith, Shirley Russell & Albert, Santa &
Brian Kingsley, Mrs. lna Kingsley
Gytha Hallson and George Ryckman were married
July L4,1934. This was the fìrst wedding in the old Eriksdale United Church. Mr. George N. Hinds, preached
his first sermon the following day.
It was difficult to find the money to keep the church
going and pay off the debt and it must have been more
so in the 1930's when the depression hit. The Revs:
Carruthers, Frampton and Hinds and their families were
here at that time and keeping the church a special part
of our community. It seems that when things are difficult theybecome more so. A newspaper clipping of May
23, 1936 stated, The church building at Erilcsdøle was burned

Eríksdale Uníted Church Choír I gSOs
Lue Mckellar, Anne Zasitko, Kay Forsyth, Maísie
MacFayden, Freída Fairbaírn, Maisie Rutherford,
Lucy Lindell, May Allen, Barb Loucks, Barb

Johnstone, O. Hallson, D. Ferguson
Our Hospital, built in 1925 by the Woman's Missionary Society of the Westminster United Church, was a
great blessing to the area and continues to be. I remember my dad taking BrotherJim and I after Sunday School
each Sunday to see how the building was progressing.
(My mom was home making dinner). The Missionary
nurses were great supporters of the United Church. They

during the week.Though the contents were saved, it was a

great blow.

It was feared that the insurance had lapsed

only to find that it had been paid byJ. Forsyth, the agent.
A new Bissell Memorial Church was built and dedicated
in September 1937 by Mr. George Marshall.
During the early 1940's student ministers served as
supply as there was no resident minister for some years
after the Rev Stan Brenton left in 1942. The manse was
rented for several years.
Many of the young men who had gone to Sunday
School served in the Canadian Armed Forces overseas
during WWII, and the church kept in touch with letters

taught Sunday School, led mid-week groups, and donated

generously of time and money. There was Cradle Roll,
Mission Band, Girl's Club, Girl Guides,later Cub's Boy
Scout's, CGIT, Explorers and HiC, as well as Bible
Study and Vacation School. Camping over the years at
Watson's Beach, Long Point and Chief's Pòint. We all
treasure pictures of these days at camp and of the friendships we made there. Many people of the congregation

and parcels.

Over the years the mission field had grown to
95

a pas-

week kindergarten class.

toral charge known as Northwest Interlake and included
church services at Eriksdale, Clydebank (seeJohn and

Rainie and Alyce McKinnon arrived with their family of fivè: Bill, Rob, Bruce, Shannon, Mauren and becarne an active part of our community. Rainie spent summers at St. Andrew's in Saskatoon and ordainedin 1972
in Brandon, We asked that he stay at Southwest Tnterlake, but he was placed instead at Pierson-Lyleton charge

Elizabeth Forsyth) and Eastlands, Ashern and also
Grahamdale, Spearhill and Steep Rock. In 1954 Rev Ron
Johnstone, with his wife Ba¡bara, came as full-time ordained minister. This was a ncw bcginning, but it was a
very large charge ancl mnst have been exhausting even
for a young man.
We have always been forhrnate in having people with

in Southwest Manitoba.
Rev Percy Laidler and wife Esther came in 1972 and
left the following year to take a charge in Ontario'

musical ability as organists and choir leaders. It seemed
when there was a need there was always someone to
step in. We are thankful that we have been so blessed.

ln

CliffMcMillan, Elea¡ror and family, Cathy

Sandra, Grant andJeffery took up residence at the manse.

They were great community people. We had choir concerts, several of the congregation were active in Presbytery, conference and General Council. Marg Whitney
was secretary of Presbytery for several years, an exacting job. We even had the Manitoba and North-Western
Ontario conference/meeting here in 1978. 500 people
billeted and fed by the congregations of Selkirk Presbytery. Cliff was president of Conference in 1981. Eleanor

The choir has been there over the years to lead the singing in worship, sing in concerts and offer their sympathy
at funerals. Mr. Hughes was the church violinist for many
years and was greatly appreciated.
Rev Allen Davies came from Montreal and was here
in 1958-1959. He left to take post graduate studies in
New York.
The RevJim Scott, Georgie and Lou Ellen came Sep-

started nursery school in the Christian education building and students were given credits for child care. Dur-

tember 1959. Their next three children were born in
Eriksdale: Warren,Jim, and Weldon. Cam came later.
These were busy years, the charge was divided into

ing this time Eleanor was organist and choir director. It
was during this time that we became a self-supporting
charge, no longer to receive a travel grant from the Mission and service Fund.

Northwest Interlake and Southwest Interlake. Northwest

to consist of points at Gypsumville, Steep Rock,
Grahamdale and Spearhill, while Southwest would include Clarkleigh, Clydebank, Eastlands, Eriksdale and
Ashern. Early in 1959 the Christian education building
was added giving much needed room for Sunday School.
It was dedicated in September at the anniversary service by the RevJames Fargey. In 1962 the Woman's Missionary Society and the Ladies Aid were united to form
the United Church Women of which our Ladies Aid

We are indebted to Phyllis Lamb for the beautiful
banners in our sanctuary. Phyllis andJoanne Smith also

made a special United Church Banner for conference
visit in 1978.
Rev Nico van der Stoel and Heather were here for
two years and Nico left to take charge in North Bay,
Onta¡io. Nico was active in Ventures for Mission in Presbytery and did excellent work. Nico planted two trees at
the manse which now are higher than the church.
Shirley Russell was the first member of our congregation to take further studies in ministry' She is now lay
minister at Nester Falls and Sioux Narrows in Ontario.

became a part. There were only four missionary nurses
left at this time. Leah (Roger) Archibald was on furlough,
but came back again that same year.Jessie Weir has since

died and Marion Ronalds did Public Health after her
furlough. Several of us became active in Presbyterial at
this time.Jim bought the old manse and moved it down
by the school and a new modern manse was built.Jim
and Georgie were a wonderful part of the community
for the six years they were with us, joining in all the activities of our district.

In

1974 Rev

Well done, Shirley!
Rev Ellen Wood came in 1984 with husband Rev Bill
Richards and son Liam. During this time the manse was
renovated inside and out. The UFI foam was removed,
new shingles, new doors, and new windows and redecorated inside. Ellen introduced us to more inclusive language and Bill was our choir leader'

1965 a senior citizen's afternoon social group was

started and much enjoyed.
The RevJim Hume and wife Gail were only here for

Rev David Fielder, a young ordinate from Ontario
came when Ellen left for a team ministry in Dauphin.

a short time, but are remembered for their concern for
young people and their successful Sunday School mid-

David was
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a

great preacher a¡rd loved to pace across the

with Noelle working in Winnipeg it seemed preferable
that Ian be there too. We were sad when they left for
Immanuel United in East Kildonan.
Our new minister is the Rev Susan Tough from Toronto. She radiates joy wherever she is, and she has been
busy since coming to the charge. We hope that she will
spend a long time with us. She sings with us in choir,
and with our faithful organist, Carole Smith, our choir
of four or five carry on. A source of strength is our combined choir of St. Erik's RC and United Church members who sing at all funerals.
We are sorry to have said goodbye to Susan. She is

Christmas Concert

now with the Norwood United Church in Winnipeg. Rev.

Lynette Miller will arrive to take over in August 1996.
This is my story of our United Church over the years.
I wish I could mention by name all the wonderful people who have given of their time and effort to proclaim
the good new of God's love for all people.

chancel while preaching. He joined us in choir and his
favorite hymn was No. 157 in the Red Hymnary. David

moved to Warren-Rosser charge and later married
Wendy Rutherford of Grosse Isle. From 1990-1992 we
were without

a

resident minister, but were capably served

by the Rev Ron McCullough an Anglican priest on a
part time basis. During this time Donna Smith and Shirley
Russell kept things organized on the charge and it is due

to their efforts and that of Father Ron that the charge
stayed as strong as it did until the arrival of the Rev Ian
Manson and Noelle. Their time here seemed all too brief.
Both Ian and Noelle grew up in rural Manitoba and fit
right in. Ian was active in the community, in Chamber
of Commerce and on the History Book Committee, but

ü

Today's Eríksdale United Church & manse, 1996

"Suffer líttle children, and forbid them not,
to come unto me"
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
home

Elizabeth M. Growe
Memorial Hospital

in the evening.

Many Guild members or
mothers assisted with caring for the children. A second doctor came from

The E.M.C. Hospital was built in 1926 as a small cottage
hospital by the Woman's Missionary Society of Westminster Church in Winnipeg. It was built and equipped at a
cost of $Z,O0O. Mrs. Crowe had been a devoted worker
and gave generously to the WMS and a large sum of
money was donated by her family. When completed the
hospital was named the Blizabeth M. Crowe Memorial

Winnipeg to assist with the
anesthetic and the tonsillectomies.

In

1940 a nurse's resi-

dence, the John Gilcrest
Home, was built and the

Hospital. Originally the hospital had tr,vo to four beds
for patients, but shortþ after a large kitchen and dining

upstairs of the hospital be-

came the maternity ward

room were added at the back to give much needed room.
In time the living room, complete with fireplace was used
as a ward. Early matrons were Miss Tiefry, Miss Mullen
and Miss Hilditch.

withadeliveryroom,nurs-

In
the early years up to 100
ery and six patientbeds.

Nurse's Aides
Sophie Kehler &
Shírley Swartz

babies were born at the
hospital each year

as

the hospital served all the area north

to Gypsumville. After Ashern hospital was built this
changed and in 1969 there were 48 newborn. In a 1970
report we fìnd 618 adult and children admissions, 48
newborn, 1,542 outpatient visits, 44 inpatient operations
and 351 outpatient operations for the previous year.
A new X-ray became a reality with much fund raising
in the community and, I believe, a generous donation

from Pool Blevators.

In 1958 a two room building on the hospital grounds,
formerþ used as an isolation building, was moved over

First Hospital, 1927
Miss Mullen holdíng Dr.'s son Reed, Míss
Carnegíe & Bella

Many people during the early years and particularly
during the depression of the 1930's were unable to pay
for their care and through the years the Woman's Missionary Society or the Board of Home Missions of the
United Church paid the deficit. This amounted to many
thousands of dollars over the years.

The Hospital Guild (see Hospital Guild) furnished a
ward and donated generously of time and money. Bach
year they sponsored

a

Hospital Shown Daywhen the peo-

ple of the community brought food staples and garden
produce for the use of the Hospital and stayed for tea.

A

E.M. Crowe kítchen (1959) Ada Chílvers (matron), Jim Mason (caretaker), Mrs E. Lyons
(laundress), Mrs A. Heroux (cook). RNs- June
Rothwell, Marg Hayward, Wanda Henderson

Tonsil clinics were held each year for some few years.
day when twenty to thirty children had their tonsils

removed, they spent the day at the hospital and went
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accident in 1937. About 1939 Dr. G. Paulson of Lundar
became the doctor in charge and faithfully served the
communities for over forty years, retiring in 1980. In 1972
Dr. Paulson was presented with a Centennial Medal of

and attached to the main building. This addition made
room to expand the out patient department, the waiting
room and examination room,
Even with all the additions the building was not adequate and in 1963 the Government, the United Church
and community responded and the new E.M. Crowe
Memorial Hospital was opened, a seventeen bed, plus
five bassinets, acute care hospital, with modern x-ray and

Honor by the Manitoba Historical Society for his many
years as a Medical Practitioner in Manitoba, and his untiring

ffirß

Drs. Shepps, Bruser, and Henderson were each here
a short time. The doctors residence was built in lg66
and Dr. Archibald came for a few months, followed by
Dr. Dalton. the following is a list of the medical staff since

lab facilities, well equipped operating and deliveryrooms,
and wide spacious halls. What
space of the small hospital!

a

on the hospital staffat Erilcsdale, and his interest in lce-

landic culture.

for

change from the crowded

1970

Dr. G. Paulson
Dr. Mahood Fayyez
Dr,John Baffsky
Dr. Neil Burnet
Dr. David Linten
Dr. George Korol
Dr. Eileen Lucey
Dr. Charles Daly
Dr. Denton Booth
Dr. Kerry MacDonald
Dr. Murry Van Alstyne

1939-1980

I97l-I973
1973-1979
1974 to present

1976
1981-1982

1983 (4 mon)
1983 (4 mon)
1983
1983-1987
1987-1989

Balukumar
1989-1990
Dr.Janovsic
Ju1.1990
Dr. Barry Hutchison
September 1990

Dot Johnson, Mrs Allen (busíness manager),
Florence Russell, Olla Johnson, Marg Smith

Dr. Mahadeva

Dr. Leora Aronson October 1990-March 1991
Dr. Dirk vanZyl April 1991-September199l
Dr. Subhash Sharma October 1991-April 1995
Dr.James Carrabre Periodically in 1993-94
Dr. Kebede Amede August 1995 to present

Gwen Bolon was the first Public Health nurse here,
others included Pat (]ohnson) Sigfusson, Marion Ronalds,

and Vide Appleby. They started much needed programs
as

baby clinics, child health clinics, school inoculations,

pre-natal care and health education.
Shortly after the new hospital was built negotiations
were begun between the United Church and the Provincial Government and eventually arrângements were made

f
Dr. P.T.H. Thorlakson, Mrs Paulson & Dr. Paulson

for a transfer of responsibility for the hospital to

the

Lakeshore Hospital District. How grateful we are to the
Woman's Missionary Society and the Board of Home
Missions of the United Church for their generosity and
dedicated service to our hospital for over fifty years.
During the mid 1970's discussions took place with
neighboring municipal governments to form a district

We owe a vote of thanks to all the dedicated nurses,
technicians and staff and the many local people who have
served faithfully over the years and are still providing the
area with such excellent care.

Dr. Bruce Pozer, was the first Doctor in the old hospital, sadly he and his young son Reed were killed in a car
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ffict(I977),was to have personal care home services available to the residents of the Health District. In February
1982, the Briksdale Personal Care Home was opened and
one of the first residents was Mr. Risdon Pool, who was
also one of the first babies born in the new E.M. Crowe
Memorial Hospital in i926. New administrative offìces,
physician's clinics, public health offices and a meeting
room and new kitchen were also added. A walkway was
added from the Villa to the personal care wing for easy
access to the Hospital.
The Health District is still responsible for the administration of the medical facilities in the area but in 1996 the
Provincial Government is establishing regional health care
boards to oversee health care services in rural regions.

There will be one board for the entire Interlake. Only
the future will tell what further changes will come but
how fortunate we have been to have had the Elizabeth

Nurse's Desk ín the new hospítal
Karol Johnson (matron), Marg Smíth, Dr. Dalton

M. Crowe Hospital here over the past seventy years.
health board to oversee the operations of the hospitals in

In

Elizabeth M. Crowe
Memorial Hospital Guild

the Lakeshore District
Health System was formed and representatives from the
Rural Municipalities of Eriksdale, Coldwell, Siglunes and
from the Local GovernmentDistrict of Grahamdale were
appointed to the newly formed Board. The Health District operated the hospitals under a shared administration arrangement.
Eriksdale and Ashern.

1977

The Guild is one of the oldest organizations in the RM of
F.riksdale. In fact, it is older than the RM itself, having
originally been formed in 1911 by a group of ladies from
the area, who donated the proceeds from their work to
the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches. At this time the
group wÍrs known as Union Aid, but changed it to the
Guild in 1915, when the decision was reached that the
monies raised should go to support the sick and needy of
the area as well as the local churches.
Guild members in 1915 were: Mrs. Gardner, Mrs.J.
Forsyth, Mrs. Todd, Mrs.J. Sharpe Sr., Mrs.J. SharpeJr.,
Mrs. B. Laird, Mrs. R. Laird, Mrs. Goudie, Mrs. E. Olsen,
Mrs. O. Hallson, Mrs. A.J. Smith, Mrs. F. Almond, Mrs.

Berhbaum, Mrs. Swaffer, Mrs. Griffin and Mrs.
Malmberg.

During the early years donations were made to the
Red Cross, the Cemetery, service clubs, patriotic fund,
Ninette Sanitorium , as well as to needy area residents
and the Churches. Funds for these projects were realized
from teas, bazaarc, socials and fowl suppers, The first

Aerial view of E.M.Crowe Memorial hospital,
Personal Care wings & Fríendly Villa.
Doctor's House on the left.

mention of a Guild Fair being in 1915 when an autographed quilt was sold for $g.ZO. ln 1918 to raise money
for the Khaki Club a concert was suggested, blut, actors
roere sco.rce, a fowl supper was suggested, but þwI were
scarcer, so a silver tea was held and $22 realized.

For many years the community had worked to estabIish a fund to build a personal care facility, but as this did
not seem possible a senior citizen's apartment, the Frimdþ
Villawas built close to the Hospital. This was completed

in

The Women's Missiona¡y Society of the Westminster
United Church, in Winnipeg, donated hundreds of yards

1972. The first task of the newly formed Health Dis100

of material for hospital supplies in lg25 and 1926 whilst

visiting, New Years' baby gift, tea and bazaar for the
hospital, tag days for the CNIB, New Year's Dance, as

construction of the Elizabeth M. Crowe Memorial Hospital was under way. This material was made up by ladies of the community and Guild members. The Guild

well as showers, donations and gifts to those families who
had suffered loss through fire. To these were later added
donations to the Community Centre, the rink, March of

completely furnished one ward - known as the Guild
Ward. In 1926 in a new constitution the Guild offìcially
became known as the E.M.C.M. Hospital Guild.
Two of the projects sponsored in 1928 and continuing for many years were the Tonsil and Dental Clinics.
(The Dental Clinic being held in the Orange Hall). This

Dimes, Canadian Arthritis Society, The Society for
Manitobans with Disabilities, the Easter Seal Fund and
others. For some years donations of $5 was sent to CARE.

In todays terms this sounds very little, but then (1956) as
Miss Shepherd (nurse) explained , "so much can be
bought for $5". A letter received later stated the money
had gone towards the provision of 135 pigs for refugees!
One interesting way of trying to raise funds was the
travelling basket. Members donated some items to start
it off with, then it travelled around the area, each household buying one item and replacing it, either with an-

appears to have been very well attended, for minutes
from the May 1950 meeting indicate that 180 children
attended the clinic. There were 120 fillings, 134 extractions and some cleanings. The municipality later assisted
with the funding for the clinic.
Another project in 1933 was raising money to assist
with the building of an isolation ward (which later became the kitchen) and anewX-raymachine. During the

other item or money. But apparently this was rather less
than successful in monetary terms. The selling of souve-

war and immediate post-war periods donations were
made for Russian relief, the Milk for Britain Fund, for

nir plates was first started in 1960.
In 1961 the matron commenced the pending construction of a new hospital, so all Guild efforts went toward
money making activities for the building fund. One of

prisoners of wa¡ and collecting salvage for the Red Cross.
Eatons was another supporter of the work of the hospital and Guild. They donated flannelette to the hospital, which Guild members made up for hospital supplies

these very successful activities was the first Monster Fun

Fair in 1962, which raised the large sum of $700. Subsequent one in 1968 raised $1,125 and in 1969 - $1,540.

and on request, donated many small articles for fuhpond,s
atthebazaars. Other articles for these events were crafted

September 1963 saw the opening of the new hospital.
Sylvia Watson was the first patient,Jim Knox had the
first operation and a baby Hamel, from Lundar was the
first baby, and was presented with a silver cup. The Guild

from flour sacks and bleached bags, by community and
Guild members.

in charge of the lunch for the opening and during
following
the
years donations included furniture and
washing machine for the nurses' residence, hospital
kitchen equipment and help with the landscaping as well
as the building of the front steps.
Fund raising for the proposed Care Wing began in
1968, but this dream was not to become a reality until
1982, when three senior honorary members, Mrs. A.
Forsyth, Mrs. Dodd (Heroux) and Mrs. A. Dinnes, officiated at the ribbon cutting ceremony. A walkathon in
was

Guild members l94l
Mrs Bill Goodridge, Mrs Buyere, Mrs W.A.B.
Smith, Mrs W.A.J. Smíth, Mrs R. Evans, Mrs C.
Dínnes, Mrs A.J. Smith, Mrs D. MacFayden, Mrs
F. Renner. Mrs O. Hallson, Mrs C. Muller, Mrs A.
Heroux

1969 raised over $2,000 toward the project, and the Guild

donated $6,000 towards the furnishing of three rooms,
gazebo and patio furnihrre, aTV for the lounge a¡rd building materials for wall protectors plus shelves. The Guild
also purchased furnishings for the doctors residence for
a total of $ 1,600, as well as hospital equipment for $ 1,000.
In 1970 the highlight of the year was the honouring of
Dr. Paulson for 30 years of dedicated service to the community and area.

Annual events sponsored by the Guild during the
years 1940-1950 included;

a

hospital shower, weekly sick
101

x:

(Heroux), Mrs. Annie Dinnes, Mrs. Maisie McFadyen,

Mrs. Annie Forsyth, Miss Emma Sigurdson, Mrs.
Margaret Smith, Mrs. Claire Smith, Mrs. Kay Forsyth,
Mrs. May Allen, Mrs. Margaret Whitney, Mrs. Emma
Mills, Mrs. Edie Goodridge, Mrs. Ruth Lindell, Mrs.
Doreen Rutherford, Mrs. Helga Knox, Mrs. Margaret
Dowsett, Mrs. Ollie Willetts, Mrs. Pearl Heroux.
Although this is a short history of the Guild, mention
must be made of the tremendous support of all area residents and businesses, without which few of the achievements mentioned would have been possible.

I

A Country Nurse,

Guild TOth Anniversary
Marg Smith, Joanne Smith, Hazel Brunen, Lydia
Venteríni, Olla Johnson, Doreen Rutherford, Vicki
Sanford, Kay Forsyth, Ruth Lindell, Gail Holmes.
Phyllis Pendree, Deníse Yanchishyn, Emma Mills,
Helga Knox. Mrs J. Forsyth Sr., Mrs D.
MacFayden, Marg Dowsett

friend and neighbor in earlier days
by Lorna Moman
One on my fondest memories is of a very delightful and
unique woman we were fortunate to have living in the

district of Nord. Her name was Addlatt Gertrude
Copeland. Winfred, her husband, called her Billie.They
farmed in Nord in the 1940's and 50's.
Mrs. Copeland, as we all called her, was always at the
scene of any medical emergency in the area. We never
knew for sure if she was a registered nurse, but if she
wasn't she must have worked in a hospital to have acquired the nursing knowledge she possessed. To the rural people she was a nurse if a nurse was needed and
when necessary, a doctorif none was available.
There came a time when our family needed her skills.
My mother, Linnea Bobier, became very ill. She had
fìve children at the time and lived ten miles from Eriksdale. Mrs. Copeland came over to our house to care for
our mother. It took a few weeks and mother recovered

August 19, 1984 saw the official opening of The Guild
Memorial Park on the east side of the Personal Care
Home. Our volunteer landscaper was Brian Saunders
and trees were purchased for the park at an approximate cost of $1,200 as well as uni-stone for the walks.
Approximately 100 guests attended the opening.
The Municipal Council agreed in 1988 to declareJune
2O-June 25 as Guild week, as this was the celebration of
the 75th anniversary of the Guild. Festivities included a
whist drive, old time dance, fashion show, skits, a dinner, bed-pan relay race, etc.
Christmas festivities for many years have included a
party with entertainment at the Friendly Villa for residents at the Villa and Leisure Lodge. Also, since 1988 a
group of Guild members have visited the senior residences as well as shut-ins in the area, carolling and de-

completely.

One winter day, one of our classmates came down
with a dangerously high fever. It was undulant fever. It
was imperative that he get to a hospital quickly. That
trip required a fast team of horses and an dependable
driver. It was known that my father, Dick Bobier was a
competent driver and had the team of horses required.
Dad had raised and trained Fanny and Topsy.They werc
half Percheron and half race horse which gave them
strength and speed the qualities required for the job at

livering fruit plates. A selection for gifts has also gone to
the Portage Development Centre at Christmas.

The Guild continued to provide equipment and supplies to both the hospital and Personal Care Home, items
purchased over the years are too numerous to mention
individually. With the help of the New Horizons and la-

dies of the community many, many patchwork quilts
have been made and supplied to both institutions. Recentþ too, the Guild purchased one of the Apello Units,
(Emergency Response System) for the use in the community.
Honorary members with over 30 years of service have

hand.

There were no telephones in the rural area, therefore
my dad had to drive down to pick up Mrs. Copeland.
She never refused anyone in need of help. Quickly she
gathered what she thought might be needed, had herself dressed and was in the sleigh, ready for whatever

included: Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Hallson, Mrs. Dodd

t02

lay ahead. Weather was often ahazard in the winter.

to loosen the congestion in the chest, and liquids to prevent the patient from dehydrating. Some how when se-

Mrs. Copeland helped the patient's mother dress him
and bundle him up in warm blankets, to ready him for
the long, cold sleigh ride to the Eriksdale Hospital. Upon
arrival at the hospital it was discovered he would have

rious medical problems happen just having a nurse on
hand to get them through the tough times was a great
relief. The things she did were pretty basic and she didn't
create miracles. She gave people the courage and hope
they needed in a crisis. In this case, the woman went on
to live a good many years after that. That family had a
great deal of respect and gratitude for Mrs. Copeland.
There was another side to this special woman. If a
person should be feeling down or depressed, a visit from
Mrs. Copeland made you lose your blues. She was a
smartly dressed woman with her hair done up nicely in
curls on top of her head. She was always attractive and
better yet, she was comical.
The Copelands farmed, raised geese, turkeys, cattle
and pigs. Mrs. Copeland loved her animals and was always a very good farmer. Sometimes when a litter of
pigs were born, there would be a small one or a runt,
Runts unable to compete with larger siblings, often sfarve.
She would take them into the house and they would be
fed, loved and cared for. She referred to a little pig as
her baby. When she wanted to visit a neighbor, she would
make a little bed out of a grape basket, wrap him up
warmly and tuck him in. With the basket on one arm
and a walking stick in the other hand she would come to
visit us. It was a mile and a half walk. When she was
about a half a mile away) we would hear her call out at
the top of her lungs, "Linnea, open the door." Of course
that would send all of us children scurrying for the house,
all trying to see who would be the first to tell mother that
Mrs. Copeland was coming. She would continue to call
out those words every once in a while until she arrived
at the doorstep. We were always huppy to see her. We
knew it would be a very entertaining and enjoyable afternoon.
They were very good neighbors and will always be
pleasantly remembered by the people whose lives they

to continue on to Winnipeg. Often if there was no one
available with a car, Dr. Paulson would drive his patient
to the Winnipeg hospital. This boy was very sick for a
long time. He did recover, thanks to the reliable care
available. As he was growing up he did have recurring
severe bouts of undulant fever, With early treatment, it
was controlled and eventually he seemed to outgrow the
problem.

Another time Mrs. Copeland was called because a
neighbor was pregnant and went into labour. Those with
her didn't think they had enough time to get her to the
hospital, but would try. To have Mrs. Copeland along
made both the woman and her husband feel more at
ease, knowing if anything should happen along the way
that Mrs. Copeland would be able to handle the situation. This time they did make the hospital in time, to
everyone's relief!
Neighbors often gathered at our house for tea and a
visit. On one such occasion, a bachelor was enjoying the
company of his friends. He left early because he lived
with his elderly mother and did not like to leave her
alone for too long. He had not been gone long when we
saw him coming back across the field on the run.

It was

an awful feeling as we knew something had to be very
wrong. I wasn't very old and it was very upsetting for
me to see this big man in tears and out of breath as he
told us his mother had died while he was away. As usual
everyone looked to Mrs. Copeland and she took control
of the situation. My dad drove them to the house as
quickly as possible. Mrs. Copeland rushed to check the
woman, but of course it was too late. She tried to console the man while someone went for the doctor. We
were all grateful to have this reliable, caring woman in
our community, to call in a crisis.
Mrs. Copeland was credited with saving the life of a
woman that had a veny severe case of pneumonia. The
family had called the doctor out to treat her a few times.
The last time he came, he told the family he could do no
more for her. The family was devastated by such news.
They decided not to give up until they had asked Mrs.
Copeland if she could help their mother. Mrs. Copeland
came to the home to care for the woman and eventually
nursed her back to health with simple remedies like steam

touched. When they retired they moved to Saskatchewan
to be near their son Robert. (See Copeland story).

Mulvihill Red Gross Branch #8
1940
as was written by late Jean Lundale
Sometimes in 1940 Mulvihill Branch received its Charter (exact records were lost in a fìre). The members at
that time sewed, knitted and raised money.
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Meetings are held at members homes five times

At that time, Mrs. C. Carpenter was the president and
Mrs. G. White was the vice-president.
After the war, people lost interest in the Branch as
they thought it did not serve a useful purpose.

a

year.

After business is completed, we enjoy lunch which is

by Gladys Anderson
Members meetings were held at members' homes
monthly. Various articles made by members were sold

provided by amember and for which we donate $1 each.
Knitted articles raise funds at the meetings also. Sometimes we raise as much as $ZO at a meeting.
Our a.ctive members and volunteers bake, donate
goods, sell lickets, knit, plan and work to arrange whist
drives, sales, show slides to. groups, arrange swimming
lessons, co-ordinate and check S.W.L.S. equipment, and

at meetings. Lunch was prepared by a member hostess

perform many other volunteer activities to raise funds.

and a collection was taken.
Then Eaton's would donate remnants of material or
flannelette which were made into various articles to raise
money for the Red Cross Society. Often people would

Under the direction of the Society we arrange to help
fire victims who have lost their homes and possessions.
Every year we held a large miscellaneous sale and sometimes a whist drive.
In 1993 we held two fund raiser sales.
Money which we have raised from sales and the sale
ofour cookbook in 1988 has been used to provide food

Branch

#8 1952

donate money if they didn't sew. At each meeting a member donated a cake to raffle (50 cents a ticket) and a con-

solation prize was raffled also. (10 cents a ticket)
Once a year, members donated groceries and baking
for a food hamper which was raffled (tickets 50 cents or
3/$1). Thus these women worked steadily and diligently
to raise money for the Red Cross Society, who in turn
used these funds to help people in many ways.

Branch

and clothing hampers for needy families in the dishict at
Christmas, to help fìre victims, to purchase S.E.L.S. equipment (walkers and wheelchairs), to help families in need
of emergency services, to help people who have suffered
catastrophes.

The aim of the Branchin 1994 and in the future is to
continue helping as many people as possible.

#8 1994

by Lily Sewell
Approximately 44 years have slipped by since this

Family Housing
their first tenants.
These single family dwellings were built by Manitoba

In March

Branch received its Cha¡ter!
Presentþ the Branch consists of 12 active members
and manyvolunteers. Members are Kath Curl, (deceased
96) Gladys Anderson, Alice Schultz,Lena Gabel, Mary

1975 seven homes received

Housing and Renewal in order to allow families in

a

lower

income bracket to have a better quality of life. As in all
government sponsored housing, the rent was based on
monthly income making it affordable to all.
These homes were operated under the guidance of
the Eriksdale Housing Authority Board with one of the

Sutton, Florence Sutherland (vice president), Lily Sewell
(president), Gertrude Halsband (deceased 95) and Eileen

Andrews. Members joining since this report was written
are: Linda Mackie, Olga Duncan and Nancy Hoosier.

tenants of the Board.

Leisure Lodge

Mulvíhill Red Cross'-Lily Sewell, lsabel Ford,
Kathy Babkirk, Gertrude Halsbad, Edíth Lawrence,
Conníe Mikula. Florence Sutherland, Eileen Andrews, Gladys Anderson, Kath Curl, Jessie
Lenarcík, Connie Carpenter
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Leisure Lodge, with eight double suites, was officially
opened in May 1984. This provided the Eriksdale Community with twenty suites in total to accommodate those
who qualified. As with the Friendly Villa and the Family
Housing, Leisure Lodge was also under the jurisdiction
of the Housing Board.

Kay Forsyth, Mrs. M. Allen, and Ruth Lindell. As requested by the government a canvass was made for donations and some $ ZS,OOO was realized. (This amount
was subsequently returned to the community.)
Construction of the twelve unit complex took place
over the winter months with the fìrst tenants moving in
July 1, L972 and the official opening September 7. The
lounge clock, a rocking chair and bookcase were placed
in memory of Mrs. Elsie Goodridge.
The first tenants were: Mrs. A. Dinnes, Mrs. Willetts,
Mrs. Ggelberg, Mrs. E. Watson, Mrs. Lottie Dowsett,
Mrs. K. Sidwall, Mrs. A. Nystrom, Mr. and Mrs.J. Lamb,
Mrs. A. Havard, Frances and Tom Täylor, Mrs. A. Wilson and Mrs. L. Styan.

As required by the government two tenants were
added to the Housing Authority Board - Mr. Lamb and
Mrs. Dowsett.
The Housing Board consisted of 6 volunteer members - two appointed by the current government, two
appointed by the municipality and the two tenant representatives. It is significant to note that from the Board's
inception in 1972 until abolished by the Filmon government in February 1991, it was very capably chaired by
T.I. Gibbings. In March I974K. Forsyth handed the reins
of manager-secretary to Myrtle Leonard who retained
that position until May 1992 when all Interlake Housing
was based at Gimli. Members of the last Board were:
Municipal- T.I. Gibbings, Mrs. O Willetts; GovernmentArt Lindell, C. Gleich; Tenants- E. Yaworski, Lynn
Murphy; Manager- Myrtle (Leonard) Smith.
Tenants as of April 1994: K. Curl, R. Miljure, S.
Podlaski, M. Long, G. Murphy, A. Gurney, L. Kehler,
G. Anderson, B. Lawrence, A. Longmuir, D.& M.

,a :.

,a
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Mrs Elsíe Walker cutting ribbon at opening of the
Leísure Lodge 1984

The first tenants were: E. Walker, Ed. & Lottie
Yaworski, Ole and Vic Olsson, E. Blue, A. Surgenor, H.
Wilson, Bert and Lil Lower and Helen and Henry Pascoe.

The Friendly Villa
In March

1968, the Eriksdale Hospital Guild called a

public meeting to discuss the need for an extended care
wing on the Eriksdale Hospital. A committeewas formed

to contact the government with this proposal. Due to
the small population the government did not regard this
as a

viable project and suggested an elderly persons hous-

ing instead. After a great deal of discussion and surveying, an application for construction of an elderly þersons
complex was submitted to the government and the land
was acquired from the hospital property, which, at that
time, was owned by the United Church of Canada.
Early in 1972 members elected to the first Eriksdale
Housing Authority board were: T.L Gibbings - chairman;

Villa Residents - Mrs Tegelberg, Mr Lamb, Mrs
Dinnes, Miss Taylor, Mrs Nystrom, Míss
Sígurdson, Mrs Lundale, Mrs Wílletts

The Friendly Villa
105

his second store including a post offìce in 1912. It was
located where Keith Lundale's Shop Basy Store stands
in Eriksdale today.

McFadyen, and E. Olsson.
Following is a list, as complete as memory will allow,
of others who have made The Villa their home during

the years: Mrs. Lundale, Mr. and Mrs. Flinta, Mrs.
Forsyth, Algot Olson, K. Babkirk, G. Watson, Mrs.
Larson, Mrs. Irwin, B. Vande Vooren, Mrs. Finkewich,
Mrs. Olafson, Mrs. Lyons, Mrs. Skelding, Mrs. Carpenter, Mrs. Schmidt, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Deverill, Mr. and
Mrs. K. Peterson, Mrs. Walstrom, G. Wilson, Mrs.
Murphy, Mrs. Miljure, Mrs. Robinson, B. Gabel, Mrs.
Bobier, Mrs.Juniper, Mr. andMrs. Breckman,T.C. Knox,
D.Johnson, M. Curl, Mrs. Michie, and Mrs. Fuessinger.
The name The Friendly Villa was submitted byJean

Deerhorn
Gisli Lun rl al, h omesteader, SW 2-2 1 -5W in l9O3,applied
for a post offìce in 1906 because his nearest post offìce
was six miles to the south (Halldorson's at Lundar). He
suggested Moosehornfor the narne, as there were moose

horns everyrwhere, but the name had been taken so he
settled for Deuhorn.
As more settlers came along, Deerhorn became a distribution centre for Abbeville and Sufferin to the east,
Lily Bay and Brewsterville to the west and Cowdery to
the north in 1908. When the railroad came through the
post office moved to the NB corner of the property.
After Gisli retired as postmaster in 1939 (according to
post office records) the post office was moved over to

Ryden.

POST OFFICES
Abbeville
It is known, David tudel had a store and post

Richauds' store, where it remained until it closed in 1976.
Gisli and his two young sons,Ingi and Edward drove

office

near the Abbeville Catholic Church. The land description given as SE 32-20-4W, belonging to Mrs. V.E.
Levesque. Postmasters between 1913-1928 are listed as

the mail to the outlaying post offìce's.

Zotique Lanose, B. Halde and Isaie Graveline.

by Jim Wílletts
Briksdale Post Office opened in 1912, in the corner of a

Coldwell RM (see Wto

Eriksdale Post Office

W)

farm machine warehouse located on Railway Ave. about
where the Credit Union is now.
The building was owned by Mr.John Sharpe agent
for Massy Ha¡ris farm machinery.
Mr. Sharpe was the fìrst postmaster. His assistant was
Miss Winnie Everett. Members of the Sharpe family also
helped in the office. When Miss Everett left to work in
Winnipeg her position was fìlled by Miss Bessie Malpas.
As well as the mail for Briksdale the mail for seven

Brewsterville
The post office was located SE 10-21-6W. Mr. and Mrs.
Billy Brewster arrived in the district in 1908 and soon

opened a post office, a convenience to the area.
Brewterville was in the Parkview School district.

Cowdery
As more settlers moved ever northward in the general
vicinity of what is today known as #6 Hwy., Cowdery
post office was established at the home of Mr. and Mrs
Robert G. Cowdery, located on SW 6-22-5W in 1908
(present home of Ruth Baxter - granddaughter). It was
located 2 L/2 miles west and l/4 mile north of Eriksdale
and was probably the first post office established in this
a¡ea north of Deerhorn. When it opened mail was hauled
from the Deerhorn post offìce by Gisli Lundal and his
two sons, Ingi and Edward. Later Sam Houston, who
lived l/2 mile west, of Cowderys hauled the mail from

outlaying offices was processed and despatched to Scotch
Bay, Pineview. Macross and Lesdale to the west of town
and Tipperary, Sharpwood and Vannes (Eastland) to the
east.

In

Mr, Oli Hallson took over postal operations
and moved it a few doors further north on Railway Avenue to the present site of the Briksdale Co-op Store.
Coincidentally, Mr. Hallson was the agent for Cockshutt
1928

I'arm machines.

Mr. Hallson resigned the followingyear and Mr. Fred
PawManiner became postmaster and continued in that
capacity for twenty-one and a half years. There was no
change in the post offìce location at this time but there
were numerous changes in the assistants. They were

Deerhorn to Cowdery.
Mrs. Cowdery was paid $35 per year for her work; at

its peak Cowdery post office served 200 patrons.
Cowdery post office was closed whenJohn Sharpe built
106

mostly school girls and

as

plied by the local people and add the finishing touch.
I,Jim Willetts, was postmaster. Lorna Anderson was

they fìnished school and moved

out into the world, a new Assistant was needed. Among

the assistants of this period were: Gertrude Mills, the
Renner girls, KatieJeffers and for the last years Lorna
Anderson - who was starting a career of 42 years as assistant and postmaster. Lorna was a loyal, dependable
and trustworthy assistant always ready to give the cus-

assistant for thirty-one year.

Casual workers included: Mrs. McFadyen, LilJeffers,

Andrea Sweetland, Trina Reykdahl, Lori Henderson and
my wife Ollie who saved the day many times. A great
crew!

Mrs. Addie Marcot, former postmistress at the Armed
Forces Base at Gypsumville, became postmistress after I
retired in 1981.
Addie proved to be a very capable person and easily
implemented the changes still being carried out by the

tomer good service.
February 15, 1950I took over from Mr. Marriner and
stayed in the post office until 1981.

In

19.50 a

new policy concerning Country Post

Offices

came into being.

No longer would the postmaster be required to sup-

Postal Department. Addie remained postmistress here

ply office space and equipment as well as look after maintenance and upkeep. The assistant(s) would no longer
be paid by the postmaster and he was expected to be in
charge of the office.
The Federal Dept. of Public Works would supply the
office and office equipment, the Post Office Dept. would

for fìve years, with Lorna as her assistant. They formed
avery efficient and friendly staff.
Ed Nickel, also from the Armed Forces Base, became
postmaster and served the community for three years.
After this Ed became postmaster at Lundar.
In 1989 after 40 yeÍÌrs as assistant Lorna Anderson
became our postmistress. A position she held for two
years. Margaret Granberg and Ruth Baxter were her
assistants. In the two years she was postmistress Lorna

set the hours of the office and pay the staff (the postmas-

ter and assistant).
In this way the government had control over the offices and could standardize the hours of operation and
the service to the patrons.
So it came to pass that in 1951 the Dept. of Public
Works called tenders for a building for the Eriksdale Post

did more to publicize Eriksdale than all the rest of us.(See
Walk For Life).

Office,

fices closed like falling dominoes. In this turbulent time

The Postal Department were still implementing
changes and had now reached the time for closures. Of-

Mr. Oli Hallson and Mr. Chris Halldorson were

vious small town post offìce.
To show that it really was catching up with the times
the post office began experimenting with trucks to haul
the mail - again this would put the Postal Dept. in control of the transportation. Instead of building schedules
around the railroad time tables it could now set its own

the office came under the care of Margaret Granberg
who became temporary postmistress. After a longer than
usual probation period, Margaret became Eriksdale's
eighth postperson.
Thinking back, there have been many changes over
the years all aimed at keeping the postal systems up with
the times. The post offices of those early years would
hardly be recognizable as post offìces by today's standards, the little tin heaters are gone, replaced by automatic electric heaters - and warmer offices. Telephones,

times.

typewriters, calculators and other machines are now

Those first years on Hwy. #6 must have been a nightmare for the mail contractors - #6 was in the process of

standard equipment, radios provide music and news. The
Wanted Posters (standard props in all TV PO) are no more.

being upgraded and there were some wet years about

No longer does the postperson or assistant have to open
the office on holidays - Christmas included. Sunday was

awarded the tender - the resulting building is the present

offìce building at the corner of Railway and Main - offìce of Hughson Agencies. It was a big step from all pre-

then.

In

the building of a modern brick office, the building to be

the only holiday. And nobody has to lock the door at
nine o'clock in the evening. There is no Postal Savings

erected on the present site.

Bank.

A

1961 the Dept. of Public Works called tenders for

The arrival of the mail order catalogues, Eatons and
Simpsons, (no Sears then) was a big deal and eagerly
awaited. At one time you could order the material for a

construction company from Steinbach were the

successful bidders and are responsible for the fine build-

ing we have today. The flowers inside arid out are sup-
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Lily Bay. Ben

house from Eaton's catalogue. (The first prefabricated

tics. The name was changed at this time to

houses.)

Preston became the postmaster until 1921 and Susannah

But there were restrictions as to what could or could
not be sent thru the mail - guns could be mailed, but
ammunition was a n0 no along with matches and other
inflammables. You mailed yonr orcler for liquor to the

Preston the postmistress

from lg2l-1927. Others were,

1927-L959 George Windross and 1959-1966 Mathew A.

Windross.

W.C. Jones har¡led the mail from Clarkleigh to
Minnewakin and Lily Bay on Saturdays, returning the
same day. David Fauld is also mentioned to be a mail

Liquor Commission but the actual liquor had to be
shipped CN Express.
Each spring hives of bees arrived and, after railroad
express was curtailed, day-old chicks came by mail.
Postage has increased over the years. Tiy sending a
first class letter for 4 cents or Christmas cards for 2 cents.
Our initial Christmas order for stamps was for ten thousand two cent stamps - we generally had to order more

carrier.

Macross
This post office was located at Dave Hanna's, NW 342I:7W, followed byJohn Maclntosh, NE 34-21-7W.
The mail was hauled by Bill Cook from 1928. He also
hauled cream and groceries.
Later, Macross amalgamated with Scotch Bay.
Archie Malcolm, George and Olga Ashby were their
reliable and faithful mail carriers. Thus the saying:"When
they were asked to go a mile, they always went the second one.tt

before Christmas was over.
The fìrst year I had anything to do with Christmas in
the post office we received 65 bags of mail off the train
one night.
Wild and wooly as the system may sound it worked most of the time. Or is memory painting it all in glowing
color?

Minnewakin

I have been unable to obtain an up-to-date list of mail
carriers - these were the people who truly exemplified
that old phrase Neither storm of hail nlr snllrJ stops them
from their aþþointed trips. Some of the mail drivers I remember were Mr. Archie Malcolm who drove the mail
for the west route. Mrs. Malcolm did her share of delivering the mail to Scotch Bay and other offices. After the
Malcolms the mail was taken by Olga and George
Ashbey. The only name that comes to mind with mail
for the eastern office is Mr. Cha¡lie Codlong. To other

It is located in the Coldwell RM. It opened in 1887 and
closed in 1951. The list of postmasters can be found in
Lundar's - W.to

W

Mona - Mulvihill
Mona, later changed to Mulvihill post office was in the
store owned by Mr. Arthur Tiudell, who learned about
operating the post office from Mrs. Mary Cowdery. Following him other postmasters names were:Joe Sewell,
Harry Robinson, Sam andJean Lundale, Dave Sewell,

mail drivers, my sincere apologies.

Rosie Pearson and at present Lena Sanford.

Lesdale
It was situated on SW 20-2I-6W three miles south and

Mulvihill is a forwarding post office for Oatfield,
Overton, Pebble Beach, Vogar, Hayland, Siglunes,

one mile west of Pineview (now Clydebank) in the home

Oakview, and the Narrows.

of Mr. Higgs. Mr. Higgs also was the mail carrier and
travelled to Pineview to pick up and deliver local mail.
Mr and Mrs Gold also, kept this post office, but dates
are not readily known. Neighbors of the time, are said to

Oatfield
First office was opened in 1916 in the home of Sam and
Mary-Ellen Parks, NE 27-22:7W. Sam died in an accident, at an early age in 1925.
Mary-Ellen continued with the post office until in the
early fifties.
Their daughter-in-law, Margaret (Norman) Parks took

have been Hammars, Hokansons, and an Anders
Johnson is mentioned.

Lundyville (Lily B"y)

over from Mary-Ellen and continued until it closed in

Opened on May l, 1887 with FJ. Lundy as postmaster,
serving people, as far away as Scotch Bay and Rabbit
Point, until it closed in 1899.
It re-opened in August 1900, due to a change in poli-

1970.

Mail delivery converted to rural route #1, out of
Mulvihill.Jerry
108

Eþrd

as

mail carrier delivered the mail

and continued with the post office until it closed in 1961

to group mail boxes conveniently located near the former
post offìce sites.

Scotch Bay
The first post office in Scotch Bay was at Dave Taylors
home in 1890, NW 30-2L-7W. Mr. Dougherty in 1896
was the postmaster and the first mail hauler, NW 16-217W.

In

1902-1912 Thomas and Ellen Malcolm acquired

the post office and hauled mail from Dougherty's. Angus Campbell had the post office from 1912-1919. Archie
Malcolm,'Iom's son, and wife, Minnie kept the post office from 1919 - 1948. They were valuable mail carriers
also hauling cream and groceries. (See MOD page 34).
Following Archie, William and Katherine Price, NE
22-21-7W, took over the post office. George and Olga
Ashby drove the mail, cream and groceries until the rural deliveries ceased.
Other known carriers were: Colin Mclennan, Albert
Kingsley andJames Allen.

Oatfíeld Post Office ín Parkes residence
t9t6 - 1969
This service continues as of this writing in 1996 with
Mr. Raymond Pelletier being the area mail carrier.

Sharpewood

:J:t*:i

overron post orrice
by Herberr charres
Wright after aplace in North Wales. He opened the first
post office in this area in 1916 at his home on 2-23-8W,
(RM of Siglunes). He remained postmaster until 1948-

The Reverend George Stagel opened the very first post
office at his home, in the Sharpwood district, NE 16-223W. There were only trails for the neighbors to follow
going for their mai| It is noted his home was situated on
what is now know as 68 l/2 - see foot note.
Following, the Reverend Stagel, Mr Bill Sharpe be-

49.

Bill Wilson held the position next, followed by Mrs.
Jim Budge (Pebble Beach) for the next few years. Over
time, the number of customers varied from 15 to 30.
In i960, Walter Wright, a grandson to Herbert C,
became the new postmaster, at his home, now at 35-22-

came postmaster for several years, SW L6-22-3W.
In 1942 Mr. Walter Kopec bought the Sharpe farm,

and became postmaster and mail carrier, bringing the
mail from Poplarfield every Saturday.
Clifford Kopec recalls hearing, how some distant settlers were so isolated, they would lose track of the days,
and would make the long trek for their mail one day
early, only to return again on Saturday.
Names of settlers known to have lived around
Sharpwood: Ernie Swanson, four Innes brothers,
Boutiliers, Wheatleys, H. Walkers, Leonards (Archie),

8W, Eriksdale.
In 1970 most rural post offices closed. Overton, also,
became part of rural route # I with Mr. Raymond Pelletier
of Vogar bringing the mail from Mulvihill.
In the beginning the mail was delivered to the mail
boxes, once a week, The service is now three times,
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

Stansells Fred Browman, Brooks, Brownings, three
Sharpe brothers and Orchards. Some of these families
moved into Eriksdale, later leaving the area.
It has been told, five years previous to the post office
closing, Walter had received notice, his post office would
be closing, as there wasn't enough revenue coming in.
Being a thrifty man Walter went about asking everyone
he know to buy stamps and use the post office more,
until he realized a hundred dollars a month in revenue.
Satisfying the powers that be and thus kept the office

Pineview
It was located SW 32-21-6W in the home ofJohn Forsyth
Sr. Jim Forsyth, son ofJohn, hauled mail to and from
Cowdery, Brewsterville and Pineview post offices.
Mabel (Preston) - Mrs.Jim Forsyth, kept the post office until they moved off the farm in l9l3.John's wife,
Lizzie, continued as postmistress until they left the area

in

1944.

Bill and Essie Seymour boughtJohn Forsyth's farm
109

going for next 5 years.

carrier, travelling first by oxen or horse, then about 1929

Walter and Clifford Kopec families continued with

roads had improved so a Model T car was used in sum-

the post offìce for sixteen years when it closed in 1958.
Foot Note: 68 L/2 is a wilderness road built by Natural Resources to assist travel for their wild life management programs, also to serve as a fìre grrard, The road
begins one mile north of the Mulvihill Community Pasture site angling east - north - through miles of rugged
area eventually ending at #68 just east of Kopec's home
farm.

mer.

The post office was also used as an election polling
station. Due to forest fìres and poor crop conditions the
settlers graclually movecl away, After Adam Hodgins cliecl

on September 17, 1935, Ottawa was informed that there

were too few people to support the post office. Mr.
thomas A.W.James was instructed to close it. Mr.James
was also the source of this information in a letter written
to the Lundar Museum.
In later years, Lorne (Mickey) Gemmell had his
neighbor, Ruby Stuart, design a sign which was placed
near the original post offìce site. It is sad that the sign
stood less than two years before it was vandalized.

Sufferin
J. Mousseau had a small store and the post office on NE
7-21-5W. He retired in 1939. Later Frank Lane purchased

farm one mile from Mousseau and built a store with a
room for the post office from 1939-1946. Frank was paid
$8 per month, then $18, and later increased to $28 to
travel two days a week and eleven miles with horses to
haul the mail from Deerhorn.
a

Vannes
It

is located one mile north and one mile east of La
Fontaine School, SE 32-21-4W. Mr. Charlie Codling was
the mail carrier. His wife, Bdith (Ross) was postmistress,
also Marcelle (Ken) Brooks.
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Sufferín Post Office '1944
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Frank transferred the post office to Ernest Gaudette,
when he moved to Abbeville.

Tipperary
An article from the Winnipeg Free Press dated

Satur-

'

day,May 1, 1915 stated "Three new post offices will be
opened in MB this morning. They are Halfway, Tiþþerary and Idlewild.
Tipperary post office was sihrated northeast of Briksdale on NE 27-22-4W in the home of Adam Hodgins.
The name of the post offìce was chosen because of the
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song A Long Way to Tiþþerary and the fact that the Hodgins

came lïom Cloughjordon in County'lipperary, lreland.
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The need for the post office arose when many WWI
Veterans took up homesteads in the area on soldier settlement grants. The terrible roads, unfit even for horses,
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Note the dates. 2 days from Ontarío to Manitoba
in 'l 914

and great distance from Eriksdale were the main factors.

Mr Harry Woods, Hodgins'hired man,

**n,',;," po

was the mail
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made. By this time there were two boarding houses in
Eriksdale the Manitoba Houseoperated by Mrs.Jack Mills
and LaìrdBoørdingHouselocated atthe south end of town.

Power Plant

In all likely hood it have been in one of these establishments. The Malmberg Hotel was built by 1915 and we
know for certain thatJ. W Malmberg was the agent in
charge of the toll office in 1919.
Records show in the Henderson Directories agents
until 1929 were as follows: G.A. Koepka in 1920.(Some
think he owned the hotel at this time.)J.B. Connley in
1921. Note: (The hotel burnt in October 1920. J.B,
Connley owned the confectionery next door to it at the
time of the fire. See Heroux Amos story). C.C. Laird
was the agent from L922-23.He ran the confectionery at

A privately owned power plant was set up in the village
of Eriksdale before Manitoba Hydro reached our part
of the Interlake. It was owned by a group of about five
business men. Maisie McFadyen remembers that it was
turned on New Year's Eve 1942.
The plant was located on the NE half of Lot l0-Block
2- Plan 408. The present site of Ralph Fussinger's home.

It was run by diesel engines. It began with 12 pole lines
and was used for lighting only. Later the diesel engine
increased in size and small appliances could be used.
This was much appreciated by the outdoor hockey rinks.
At first it was used mainly for business establishments
but did include some private homes. One paid their hydro bill according to what appliances one had acquired.
An iron and a stove meant an increase in your bill as
opposed to using it for lights only. It was shut off at 1lp.m.
In April 1950 the line expanded to the west side of the
tracks. Soon after Manitoba Hydro came to the village.

this time but they moved in about 1923. Next was George

AlmondJr. who was a store keeper (Probably one of the
Sons for Almond and Sons) He was agent from 1923-27.
Then in 1928 the agency went to C.F.Jeffers who had
purchased the old Co-op store by this time. It remained
in this building until the dial telephone came into being
in December of 1966.
In 1929 a panel of the first eight switches were installed and the first listing was Rutherford Herbert S.
barrister. Railway Ave., his number was 2. By 1940 the
following ten phones were listed in the book # 5
Cassselman R. res. Vimy Rd.: # 10 Crowe (E.M.) Memorial Hospital Main; # 6 Eriksdale Creamery; #9
Hallson O. merchant, Railway; # 3 KnoxJ.H. res. Vimy
Rd.; #12 Paulson Dr. G. physician; #2 Rutherford H.S.
barrister. Railway Ave; # 7 Rutherford H.S. res. NE 33-

Hydro
1947: Manitoba Hydro was requested to electrify the
villages of Briksdale and Deerhorn, one of the most progressive steps for the whole of Manitoba.
1972: Protest was made to Manitoba Hydro over the
removal of the resident district man.
Footnote: When the local towns were electrified in
1949 - Mac McKinnon - from Lundar was the 'area district man'; with the completion of rural electrification in
L954 a'resident district man' was located in Eriksdale.
Jim Swanson and Russ Campbell served consecutively
in that capacity until 1979 when the position was terminated. By this time Hydro had set up a headqua¡ters in
Lundar; any kinks had been ironed out and a good system of roads deemed a resident district man was no
longer necessary. (See Rural Electrifìcation and family

2I-5;# I Smirh AJ. ;#13 Smith AJ. res.
In 1950 when Bill Fairbairn came to be our telephone
man there were 34 phones in Eriksdale which included
three rural lines west of town. They were in the homes
of; Heberts near the lake,Joe Lambs in Clydebank and
Prices in the Scotch Bay P.O. Bill remembers that Ashern had 58 ; Oak Point had 3, Lundar had 45. There was
a toll line to Vogar Oakview (Kernstedt) Tennyson and
Gysumville. When Bill came he replaced a temporary
by the name of Bob Clay. Prior to this the area was serviced out of Stonewall. The Fairbairns rented to buy the
house they still live in from Sid Goodridge. They actually paid the rent straight to the municipality to pay the

stories).

Telephones ¡n Eriksdale
A telephone was installed in Briksdale in 1912, however
the location is uncertain. Although we do know that it
was a toll station meaning that users had to pay the agent
(place where the phone was installed and the agent in
turn paid the telephone company). It was common for
the user to call the operator for charges after the call was

taxes.

The switch board was operated by Mrs. Jeffers and
her staff. At first she worked many of the hours herself.
The office was open from 8 a.m. to l0 p.m.. during the
week and lpm. to 5 p.*.. on Sundays. At first the hospi
111

one in Winnipeg. The local operator filled out the slip
with the information to and from, stamped the call at
the start and end and read the minutes and calculated
the cost and filed it to be sent in every month to Manitoba Telephone who in turn billed the customers. Local
users would come to the office to pay their bills and this
the operator attended to in between connecting and dis-

It

was an interesting and challenging
job. Persons who worked for a lengthy time for Mrs.
Jeffers were: Lorna Anderson, Elsie Boss, Helen Evans,
LilJeffers, Donna Smith and Sunday afternoon helpers
connecting calls.

were Karen Lindell and Linda Fairbairn
In December 1966 the system changed to dial phones.
An article in DiaI The Telephone in Vol. 7 No. 12 reads
"A long distance call placed December 1 by Mr. H. F.
Jeffers, secretary of the Eriksdale Chamber of Commerce,
to a relative in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia had a touch of
nostalgia. It marked the beginning of dial service for
Eriksdale and the end of the manual switchboard operated by theJeffers family for some 40 years. LilJeffers
was on duty December I when Reeve G. R. Duncan
threw the switch to retire the manual board. Eriksdale

Dial Phones, Eriksdale Conversíon 1966
Hazen Jeffers, G.S. Munro, D. Bradshaw
tal was hooked up to a direct line to Stonewall for night
emergency calls. Later operators were on duty 24 hours.

became the 109th rural center to be provided with dial
service by the system and serves some 275 telephone

Night shift meant sleeping on a folding cot with a few
uninterrupted calls on a good night. Long distance calls
had to go through an operator at Stonewall and then to

:irs

customers. (SeeJeffers andJoy stories)

:\\:*
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AGRICULTURE
Life of the Homesteader

A sample of a proxy:sworn statement of Erik P. Landin
in support of his application for Homestead Patent for
NW 1/4 of Section 25 Township 22 Range 6W of P.M.

Editor's note: All quotes in the agricutural story
are by farmers of the area.

- Erík Person Landin ÃGE - 46 years OCCUPATION - farmer POST OFFICE
ADDRESS - Muluihill
Are you a British subject at the present time? - yes and have you always been one? -no
Are you a British subject by birth, naturalization or repatriation? - Naturalíution
NOTE - If by naturalizatíon or repatriation, certificate must be furnished. If through parents certified copy or certificate
required or description of land homesteaded by father or mother.
When did you obtain homestead enhy; - May 22, 1909 and when did you build your home thereon, - October 1909
and when did you commence actual residence thereon? - Nouember 7909
What portion of each year since commencement of residence have you lived upon the land, giving actual dates?
Noaember 1909 to May 1l Nouember 1, 7911 to Møy 19'12 Noaember 1, 1912 t0 Møy 1973 Noaember 7, 7913 to date continuousþ
When absent from your homestead, where have you resided and what has been your occupation ? - øorking on the

L What is your NAME IN FULL
2.

3.

4.
5.

railroad in Manitoba

6. Of whom do your family consis¡; - wtfe and chíldren when did they first commence
Noaember 1909 and for what portion of each year since that date have they

residence upon this homestead, resided upon it? - t0 date

7. Has your residence been perfected on land owned by yourself or duly authorized relative?
Describe such land. When and how was such land acquired? By whom was the land acquired and who is the present
owner thereof? What month or part of month in each year have you resided on your land? What month or part
of month in each year have you and your father, mother, son, daughter, sister, brother resided on the land
8. How much breaking have you done upon your homestead in each year since you obtained entry, and how many acres
have you cultivated each year.
7917 broke 2 anes cropped - acre 7912 broke 3 acres cropped 2 aøes 1973 broke 3 acres noþped 5 acre
7914broke

I

acres cropped

I ams

1915 brolce

- anes øoþþed

16 ames

9. What stock of which you are the owner have you had on your homestead each yea since date of perfecting entry?
19097c0w 19102cattle l97l4cattle l9l2îcattle l9l3îcattle'l9l43cattle4horses now3cattle
'1976
Date of Certificate of Naturalization 25-3-14 Received and Returned to Homesteader 11/ 1/
l0.Whatisthesizeofyourhomeonyourhomestead?-76x24-11/2storey ofwhatmaterial?-/og
and what is it's present cash value? - $300.00

ll. What other buildings have you erected on your homestead? log stable- 12x30:
what other.....have you made? thereon,- well -14 feet

:

$ZS.OO

$40.00 what is the cash value of same?

12. What extent of fencing have you made on your homestead and what is the present cash value thereof?
- U4 nile rail and 7p¿¡¿:$50.00
13. Are there any indications of minerals or quarries on your homestead? - zo If so, what nature..and whether
the land is more valuable for agricultural than any other purpose? - Agriculture onþ
14. Have you had any other homestead entry? If so, describe it and say what became of it. - no

Have you mortgaged, ...(?)...or transferred or agreed to mortgage, ... or transfer you present homestead or
any part thereof? - no lf so, when and to whom?
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA TO WIT: I, Erik P. Landin, do solemnly swear that the answers to the foregoing questions
are true and correct in every particular, That I claim a Patent for the Homestead under the provisions of the Dominion
15.

Lands Act.

That I obtained an entry, and claim a Patent for the same for my own benefit, and not in the interest or for the benefit of any
other person o. p"iron, whomsoever. So Help Me God. Sworn before me at Mulvihill (signed)E. P. Landin October l6th
A.D. l9l5 having been first read over and explained to the said applicant.
Paul Reykdal, Homestead Inspector for the Wpg. District
outstanding Liens l/5/13 $s.oo 2/12/14 $0o.oo 22/4/15 $z¡.oo 3/5/15 $6s.zs
I recommend the foregoing application for Patent, believing that the homestead requirements of The Dominion Lands
Act have, in this case, been complied with. Dated at Winnipeg November 22 A.D.l9l5 (signed)L. Rankin (l) Local
Agent of Dominion Lands for Winnipeg District Accepted as suffìcient Ottawa,Jan. 8 l9l 6 .....?....... Commissioner
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for 1915 from Scotch Bay
School for the amount of $l l.2O

Copy of a Tax Notíce
Eric P. Landin with horses, wagon & buggy
A.

E..t

The homesteader, finding a piece of property to his
liking would file application for homestead. The act required him to be head of a family or to be 21 years of age

-!!8I-l!sl-ê:

Filc No,-.-:t2I?.{94.

and not to have previously received title to a homestead.

He took an affidavit to this effect and on payment of $10
was given the right to homestead a quarter section of his
choice, In IB74 the age requirement was lowered to eight-
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Copy of a Homestead lnterím Receipt for Mr. Joe
Lamb from Domíníon Lands Offíce in Winnipeg
dated January 2, l9l5

It 1¡ contrrrt to lru to mortlatar ulln or tfln¡Lr thl¡
l¡ndrorto.tt. to do ro, Þalbra tha drta rh.n tù. p¡!¡ttt ¡¡
-jia¡.Lf.p.-u3.r-..--lú.lrd, üc.Þû ln c¡... rD.cl¡lly provld.d fü Þy th. ]a¡rhtlon..

Copy of a letter from Department of the lnterior
sfafes that his application for a Patent has receíved Commissíoner's Approval and the Patent
wíll be issued ín due course.
Dated February 21, l919

tL4

Memories of a Homestead
took the outward Western trail, and I travelled all alone;
I wanted land of the richest loam that I could call my own.
Many a mile on mile I tramped, and many a quarter scanned,
Some were swampy, some were scrub, and some too heavy
land.
At last I spied a whiteman's shack, the wood in a teepee pile.
The settler came and greeted me, with a handshake and a

I

srnile.

He told me of some land to the south, the fairest he had seen,
And God knows where along that trail this settler had not

Lizzíe Lawrence's birthday at Joe Lamb's home-

been.

stead ín June 1917, had a hail storm that day

I found the land from the corner stake,

a fertile chocolate loam;
A clump of trees on the southern slope, where I could build

Pre-emption

a home.

A slough,

a real reservoir of water, crystal clear,
Between the road line and the house, like silver, glimmered

The right to pre-empt a contiguous (adjoining) quarter
was also introduced. This prevented anyone else from
acquiring it. His homestead duties consisted of building
a habitation on his land and living on it at least six months
of the year, He was also required to break ten acres per
year for three years and crop the broken acres. On completion of his homestead duties he was able to receive
title to the homestead quarter. He was given six months

near,

I filed my claim in the nea¡est town, some forty miles or more,
I bought some lumber, bought a team, and bought a bountiful store.
The team were oxen of elephant size,
They never balked at alkali nor at sudden rise.
I broke the la¡rd and seeded down a forty-acre field,
Of wheat and oats and flax alike, I got a bumper yield.
I passed the word both east and west, there came a hardy breed,
The Britisher, the Yank, Cannuck and staid, industrious

to buy his pre-emption; if he did not do so his pre-emption

Swede.

A town sprang up

as though a touch of someone's magic wand,
And plows were everywhere at work, breaking up the land.
And when along the line of steel, the engine whistled near,
I threw my Stetson high aloft and gave a lusty cheer,
The queen may have her couch of silk, the king may have his

would be cancelled, The right to pre-empt a quarter was
contested at the time it was enacted by some legislators
who believed 160 acres was all the land any farmer
needed. If all the settlers pre-empted, there would only
be two families per section. This would limit the number
of settlers and they would be too widely spaced. The act
was passed as noted. All was in readiness for settlement

throne,

But I'm content to cultivate the land I call my own.
And I have a feeling of my own, that thrills me through and
through,
I have helped to feed a hungry world, and build an empire,

of the new lands.

too.

One Local Homesteader

-By C. Sanford, Mulvihill, 83 years.

Mr. Henry Linossier was born in France in 1888. Farms
were 5 to 12 acres in size. Being a farmer at heart, he
immigrated to Canada in 1909. Sight unseen he filed and
$ 10, l1 miles southeast of Eriksdale. Feeling like a millionaire at being able
to secure 160 acres for next to nothing, he travelled up

*

received a homestead of 160 acres for

7:2

t

the almost impassible trails to his new estate. He was
greatly chagrined to find his estate consisted almost entirely of useless swamp land. Nothing daunted he returned
to Winnipeg where he was allowed to file on another
quarter some distance from the swamp,

Andrew and Dora Beckman on the homestead
with their first cow
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resting the homesteader spent his time unloading some
of the supplies and carrying them out of the swamp onto
dry land. This stuckprocedure could occur several times
on one trip. Some farmers used a small boat and travelled to Oak Point from slough to slough. Mr. Andrew
Beckman once walked to Oak Point and carried a door
home on his back. In 1996 Philip Beckman is still using

Settlers Effects
What did a settler bring with him? Nearly 100 years later
it is nearly impossible to define settlers' effects. A tent
was certainly one of the requirements; a minimum of

furniture, stove, bedding, kitchen utensils and clothing.
Also needed were a breaking plow, harrows, seeder,

the same door on his milk house.

Settlement began in Scotch Bay area around 1886.
The original plan was for the railway to follow Lake Mani-

mower, and possibly a reaper. Small tools such as axes,
saws, hammers, forks, shovels, hoes and a pick were
needed. Doors and windows were another necessity as
lumber was not available. Nails and seeds also had to be
brought. Finally, food that was not perishable and of
course a firearm and ammunition. To hold all this, or at
leasl wha[ever he hatl, üre setl-ler needed a wagon and
either oxen or horses. Some settlers brought one or more
cows. Some settlers did not bring any settlers' effects but
brought money to purchase the necessities at the nearest
point of supply.
In 1921 Percy Lindsay, a farmer, entered into an agreement with the Province to purchase three cows for $Z0Z
through the Settlers Animal Purchase Act. In 1921 interest rates were seven percent. The government had the
right to repossess if terms weren't met.

toba shoreline. Many early settlers claimed land near
the lake which offered plenty of good hunting, fishing
and hay for livestock. Water was not far from the surface.
Bob Kingsley: "We started

off digging wells by hand

and bailing the water out by pail. There were no pumps."

Breaking Up the Bush
The a¡ea was one of bushland. The settlers who came
from the east were used to having to contend with trees.
To bring this land under cultivation it was necessary to
remove trees. The only power at that time was manpower and horses or oxen. Thees were cut down and
used in building houses and barns. Stumps had to be
removed by digging out roots with a grubhoe and pull-

Homesteader's Journey
for Supplies

ing them out.

Stump Pullers
Much use was made of stump pullers by those fortunate
enough to have one. A stump puller was a form of winch
which when anchored to other trees or stumps, had
enough power to pull a stump. The power was supplied
by horses. Stumps and roots were then piled and burned.
Stumps could be removed only when the ground was
not frozen. Today, in winter, a bulldozer makes short
work of a large bush area.

Jack & Thomas Gemmill, 19'lB, on a sleigh with
Thomas Sr.'s first team of oxen
Usually twice a year in spring and fall the homesteader
journeyed to Oak Point with oxen for supplies or he
would strap flour and up to 50 pounds of supplies to his
back and walk home. There were no roads, merely trails
tlral" plurrged right tlrrougü lurrg skrugLs stretching so far
it was practically impossible to travel around them. Often on a return trip with the wagon heavily loaded, oxen
would get so played out they would refuse to pull any
more. They just laid down in mud or water and only
moved again when they were rested, While they were

Log shack at a homestead
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Both in winter and summer, everything was hung on the
line outside. In winter, fingers almost froze while hanging out the wash, which in turn, froze solid in a matter of
minutes. A few articles at a time were brought indoors
to dry out.
Everything in due time was ironed; but first, starched
items had to be sprinkled, rolled up and set aside for a
period of time to allow the moisture to penetrate evenly.
The inventor of the steam iron undoubtedly got the inspiration while watching this procedure! As there was
no electricity, the sad irons were heated on the kitchen
stove. I believe we had three. When one cooled off and
no longer did the job, it would be placed back on the
stove, the handle detached, another one picked up. A
lick of spit on the middle finger was the test. If it sizzled
when placed on the iron, it was ready! The kitchen table
padded with layers of cloth substituted for an ironing
board.
Flour was purchased in 100 pound bags which, when
ripped apart and the lettering bleached out by the lye
method, became a sturdy piece of cotton. Farm wives all

Working the garden at Beckmans
Early settlers farmed for subsistence. These newcomers had to provide their own shelter, clear land and sow
crops to provide for their immediate needs. Only when
this had been done could pioneers turn to production of
crops for sale. They cultivated small plots that they used

over the prairies, used to make sheets, pillowcases (often

for gardens to raise food for themselves, and shared any
extra with other settlers. They stored such vegetables as
potatoes, carrots, beets, onions, parsnips and turnips, in
root cellars for the winter.
When Mrs.Jack Hanslip first saw the buildings; log
walls roofed with clay and straw, it is said she wondered
where the house was located.
Wash day on the farm did not include the use of a
washer, dryer, powdered detergent and fabric softener.
Back then it was a copper boiler, a galvanized wash-tub,
a scrubbing board, a tin of Gillette's lye, a square of
Reckitt's bluing tied in a cloth, a box of starch and a bar
of homemade laundry soap. The most important requirement was a strong back.
The water pumped from the well was hard and soap
formed curds unless itwas sofiened. Several pails of water
filled the wash boiler on the roaring fire; with the addi
tion of lye, a scum would form on the top. When this
was removed, the real work could begin! Some hot water went into the wash tub, and knuckles grew red as the
srubbing took place. Towels, sheets, tea towels, etc., were
then boiled in the boiler. This began the whitening process, which was enhanced by the bluing added to the final rinse. The women were proud of their clean wash.
Any tinge of grey or yellow was considered below standard. Articles, such as men's white shirts, aprons and children's dresses were starched to add a touch of crispness.

embroidered), tea towels, and some even dyed them for
dresses. Those sheets were heavy when soaking wet;
wringing them by hand was no easy job. Two working
together made it easier.
Years later, when women declared they would never
go back to the farm, could they have been re-living wash
day?

FarmHomes-ASoddy
The earliest houses were shacks or huts made of sod

if

you lived on the prairies. Sods were cut from where grass
grew. These sods were stacked to make walls. Poles were
spread across the top layer of sod. More sods were put

on poles to make a roof. A box was made for a stove
pipe to come through and gravel was packed a¡ound
the pipe. The Preston family at Lily Bay built a sod house
by digging a square down into the ground and adding
sods to make up the height needed for walls. A pole and
sod roof were added and it was called a soddy.

Fantasies
I have lately had my attention drawn to the mysteries of
woman in the renewal orredecorating mode. The dominant concern now seems to be what particular shade of
heliotrope the walls must be adorned, and whether the
blood red carpet will clash with the color scheme of the

tt7
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hall closet. Less than 100 years in
the dim distant past, the thoughts of
the wee mistress of the household
were somewhat similar, but also
quite different. Imagine!
John Dear. Every time it rains the
water drips on our pole bed through
the sod roof, and I wish you would
try to resod that portion of the roof.
If you don't we will have rotten vegetables because they are all lying in
water under our bed when it rains.
It would be nice to have a piece of
glass for the window on the south

side the next time you go the 80
miles to the siding. It would give us
so much more light without open-

Youngdahl's two story log house

ing the door and letting the mosquitoes in. You might have to carry the glass home on your
back'cause the oxen and wagon are so rough that they
might break the glass. We will have to rechink the walls
before fall, so the wind doesn't whistle all the way through
the house and wake the baby in his cradle. If you could
get me some clean straw or hay to take the place of this
dirty stuff on the floor it would be just dandy! The floor
is getting quite soft from being wet. You should try to cut
the wood a little shorter because some of it won't go in
the stove. It would be nice to have a bigger stove. Then

Logs were fitted together with as few cracks as possible
and plastered with a mixture of mud or clay mixed with

If mixed correctly it stuck and dried.
Inside the walls could be white washed and if the house
had a floor they were scrubbed white. Some early log
houses had a dirt floor.
Fleas keptpeople from sleeping and bedbugs bit. The
farm wife had a full time job cleaning in such a way as to
grass and manure.

rid the cabin of these pests if ever so infested.

maybe the water pail wouldn't freeze if you got up a
couple of times a night to feed it. Too bad you are not
equipped to feed the baby at the same time! I really need
a small shelf in the corner. The dish pan can't hold all
the dishes anymore. Still, I don't think a bigger stove is
the answer. How much furniture can one put in a 12' by
12' place. When you get finished building the table and
stools, I will cover the table with some of that nice white
oil cloth that we got for a wedding present. It will brighten
the place up so much. A nice new brass door handle
would look lovely instead of the string latch, but at least
the bears can't get in with the bar up on the inside. If
you could dig a four foot trench from the creek to the
side of the house, we would not have to carry out water
150 yards and maybe I could do the washing there. I
could even bath the baby there if he didn't freeze to
death!Just think,John. With all these improvements life
would be almost heaven here in our lovely sod shanty!
Love, Mary
In wooded areas, trees were cut to make log houses,

Lumber House
The two storey lumber frame house was introduced by
118

1916.

It would house a family of six, eight, or ten.

to the next farm.

The barn burned in 198O.John Gaudette lowered the
house roof and uses it for a hunting lodge, as it stands in
1996.

Kennedy farm síte
Suttons built a large barn with a fieldstone foundation and walls. Co-operation between farmers was critical as there was no money for wages. They all helped

James Allen's log barns for cows, pigs & poultry

each other and returned the favours as needed.

Frank Sutton and Norman Mason hauled 100 loads
of stones and 20 loads of sand from Dog Lake for this
barn.

Matt Kaartínen's log barn, pole & sod roof
Kennedy's barn was about 32' x 60', with a 16 foot
wide hay lean-to, that had hatches in the roof to throw
in the hay. From inside, hay could be forked through
wall openings into mangers. The cows stood on the north
side and there was room for horses and a pigpen on the
south. This barn was built with large doors in each end.
A stoneboat could be pulled through with horses to clean
out the manure behind each cow.
A stoneboat was a flat heavy sleigh-like contraption
about 5' by 8'. Cross beam braces were fastened to
wooden skids and smooth thick planks were nailed on
the beams lengthwise so the farmer's fork could push
manure off easier. Manure was a heavy load for one or
two horses. Sometimes pole rollers were slid under the
skids to roll the boat along the dirt floor of the barn.
Originally stoneboats were built to haul stones off fields,
.

Buílding the field stone & mortar walls
Algot Larson, Frank & Walter Sutton, Oli Larson,
George Heggs (front)

hence the name. Farmers also used them to move things
around the farmyard and occasionally for transportation
119

the farmstead. Most modern barns have low peaked or
quonset style roofs. Prefab barns using three or four men

construct a barn in a few days.

Frank Sutton & Oli Peterson putting the finishing
touches to the rafters

Making forage

Ice House
Another building very necessary on early farms was an
ice house. It could be built in small rectangular or square
shape wíth a peak roof. It did not need to be very high,
but it needed to be built over a deep hole dug in the
ground. In winter, men and boys would cut blocks of ice
from a nearby river, lake or slough and pack them into
this 8' to 10' deep hole. The ice was covered with sawdust or straw to keep it from melting, as long as possible,
hopefully all summer. Perishable products were kept here
such as milk, cream, butter, meat and wild game.

Modern Farmsteads
Today we have progressed in construction of farm build-

Frank Sutton's barn - note raíl fence from trees

ings. Most farms have modern homes, a livestock shelter, large metal machinery storage sheds and metal machine shops. A well planned shelter belt usually adorns

A modern farmstead
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hydraulics. Fred had to hang on to the lever and lift it up
if the plow went too deep. He started at 4 a.m, Harry
would spell him off for one hour before dinner and one
hour before supper. Their day would last'til 9 p.*.
Seeders known as shoe drills deposited the seed in
furrows made by shoes. Single disc furrow openers were

Working the Land
Firstfarmingin Manitoba was done at Lower Fort Garry
near Selkirk. By 1810, most buffalo had been shot north
of the fort. The Selkirk settlers came from Scotland in
1812 and brought with them early farming methods. They
had the right to sell all the grain they could produce to
the fur trade. The first farmer in Scotch Bay wasJohn
Blue (see BlueJohn & Agnes).

an early improvement to be followed by double disc
openers which are still in use today. Early drills were
small to accommodate the power offered by horses. As
more land was put into cultivation drill widths were in-

Early Farming Methods

creased and press wheels were added.

Today drills are available in
units which can be put together
to any width desired. The air
seeder is the latest advancement

in seeding equipment.

Frank Sutton's uncles breaking the required acres using oxen

Breaking & Seeding Land
After clearing bush a one furrow breaking plow pulled
by horses or oxen was used, followed by harrows to
smooth the land. Some seeding was done byhand broadcasting. A rotary broadcaster attached to a wagon spread
the seed, which was harrowed in.

A three furrow plow
Excerpt from George Watson's book, Interlake Articles:

After 1922, a farmer in stony bush covered land of
the West Interlake country, needed

a

horse-drawn brush

Harry Andrews' Waterloo Boy

breaker to clear land. Next a walking plow to till soil.
One farmer described these two as "implements of torture" and many weary hours were spent between their

tractor breaking land

handles. The farmer could ride on a sulky plow but feared

and hated them in turn. They would buck like a bronco
when they encountered rocks. Many times he would find

Fred Ross worked for Harry. His job was to walk behind the 24 inch one furrow plow all day. There was no

himself on the ground. Two furrow gang plows were tried
12T

tractor plows could get

Cultivators of various types have been introduced
including the so called deep tiller. Disc machines have
changed from disc plow, to one way disc, to wide level
discs and double disc machines with either smooth or

bent and one furrow

notched blades.

and they had a seat for rid-

ing, but were quite impossible to ride. Three furrow

would plow deeper than
the others and the power
lift didn't always work that

Power

well. Tiactor plows were a
joy for the farmer to work
with as the tractor took the
brunt of the jostling among

the stones and gave the
farmer's muscle some well
needed rest.

Planting the land had
progressed

in 1925 -1930

single
was
brought to the seeder in
two bushel bags in a
to a seed drill with

or double discs. Grain

stones pícked in
9-1 925 bV Sverre

Oxen

I 91

to

horses

L. Anderson

wagon box. After seeding was done, crowfoot packers
were used to pack the land to firm up the seed bed and
to help prevent some soil erosion. Single row corn and
beet planters had a one furrow plow under the planter.
It was able to plow one row, plant, and when the second
row was plowed it covered the planted seed. It was an
improvement on hand planting.

Tillage Machines
Tillage machines had corresponding changes. Plows increased from one or two furrows to ten or more. Often
plowing isn't done at all. Discs turn the stubble over.
Harrows have changed from wood to steel and from spike
harrows to tine harrows. Harrow bars are now mounted
on wheels and are equipped with hydraulics.

John Hanslip's Rumley tractor with steel wheels
using a breaking plow. Lookíng at the furrows,
Albert, James & John Hanslíp (l9l 'l)
Power available to the farmer has had striking advances.
Horses and oxen were the only source of power in pioneer days. The steamer tractor was an advance in crop-

ping procedures.
Gas tractors could pull three to four bottom plows to
hrrn the soil over and could pull the drill which was ari
advance to the horse drawn implements. Later the gasuline engine began to replace horses not only for field
work but also for transportation in the automobile.

Fuel
Fuel for engines were changed, from steam to include

Duck foot cultivator & a seeder with steel wheels
r22

In

1940's-1950's gas tractors pulled 10 to 12 foot
till land. This is now called a small implement. Mechanical planters were in use and these small
horse powered tractors could plant more acres per hour
and were easy to handle.

kerosene, distillate and gasoline. Rubber tires were introduced and were an immediate success. The change
to diesel fuel was made. The size and horsepower of the
tractor was increasing all the time; from an introductory
l0 horsepower model; the tractor of 250 horsepower is

oneways to

not now uncommon,

Hydraulics
Probably, introduction of hydraulics has had the greatest effect on the evolution of machinery. When the pioneer raised or lowered a machine it was only by means
of his own weight and strength. The ground driven mechanical lift changed that but had its limitations as to
width and weight of the machine. Hydraulics have no
such limitations as these obstacles may be overcome by
larger cylinders or multiplying the number used. Depth
changes are at the operator's finger tips, He can raise
and lower machines and place his machine into transport position without leaving the tractor seat, which today is an air conditioned cab, and is as comfortable as a

John Lamb's John Deere tractor (1947)
Some farmers acreages listed in Census 1951 for our

area:20l-Arthur Salter, 158-John Lamb, 117-W. Brown,
254-8. Ramsey, 95-R. Miller, 44-D. Watson, 121-8.&J.

living room chair.

Greig,65;f. Lawrence, 45-D. Lawrence, 92-8. Seymour,

260-N. Finkel, 130-8. Neely, 280-F. Andrews, 39-V.
Arnfinson, 100-W. Watson, 100-4. Lindell
1960's -1970's four wheel drive tractors were introduced. They could pull three tandem discs which
speeded up seeding time as farmers tried to beat the
weather systems in the spring.
Double disc press drills were popular. Theywere wider
implements planting 20 foot widths at a time. In 1980's
a four wheel drive tractor using a disc with a Goble blade
cut the stubble on a field, left the residue standing to
conserve the moisture and the soil didn't blow away.

Fordson tractor - SOhp getting ready to thresh,
Walter Brown, Dale Windross, Donald & Arthur
Brown
Edwin & Mary Ryden's '135 hp tractor & air
seeder
t23

Air

seeders

In the early days the farmer grew oats mainly to feed
his horses and could sell any extra barley. Wheat was
grown for a cash crop. Flax was not unknown. Research

in the 1990's made one pass on a field

and accomplished preparing the seed bed, seeding and
packing in one operation.
In 1990's tractors are much larger, well over 100 horsepower and land is prepared faster. Farm safety is a factor, Children are forbiclclen to ricle. In the early days of

of different varieties has been carried out and many new
strains such as shorter growing season and rust resistant

have been developed. Increasing the seed of the new
strains to meet the demands of the market has led to the

tractors, it was a common sight to see a young boy riding around the field with his father. In fact, many of today's good farmers learned how to drive a tractor at his
father's elbow.

emergence of the farmer who specializes in maintaining

the purity of the variety while increasing the quality of
the seed.
Specialfy crops were introduced. At the present Lime
farmers grow wheat, barley, flax, canola, sunflowers, corn
and potatoes, as well as mustard seed, peas, beans and
even strawberries. Very few oats are grown. The PMU
industry feeds oats to horses. Grasses aud legurnes are
grown for hay and have had many new changes in varieties.

Herbicides
The early farmer had little to help him in controlling
weeds. The use of clean seed was of prime importance
but the old fanning mill, which was all most farmers had
and was cranked by hand, did little more than remove
the straws and chaff. Weather permitting he could delay

Grain Crops

seeding and so erode the early weeds but the late maturing varieties of the time made that option a risky busi-

Bob Kingsley:"Back in the early years it was nearly all oats

and barley for this part of the country. Oats to feed the
horse and if you had a pig you had a little barley to feed

ness. The use of summerfallow was a weed control. Fi-

nally many farmers hand picked their fìelds. The farmer
and his family would spend days walking through the
crops and pulling wild mustard and wild oats' He had

the pig and chickens.

The crops yielded very well at the start, then we had
a plague of sow thistle for a number of years, It just about
beatthe farmer'cause we had no sPray or anything. Then
for a number of years sow thistle didn't bother us. The

no defense 4gainst insects such as grasshoppers,
cutworms, or aphids. Chemical fertilizers were unknown'
Organic fertilizer from the cow or hog barn was used on

land was fertile to start with, but we didn't have the acreage at that time."

a

few acres, probably more as a method of disposal than

of land management.
"What is one of the biggest changes in agriculture in
the last 50-60 years?"
Bob KingslE:

"I don't think we could farm today with-

out a certain amount of chemical and fertilizer. We fight
one kind of a plague and you get it beat and you get
something else. Maybe we are just upsetting nature.
At first there was no such thing as fertilizer ever known.
I don't know if we eveu put the cow rnanure on the land
too much. You know at home we had a huge pile of rotten manure. There wasn't much sense to use it. You know

we had virgin soil at that time. I don't think anybody
ever thought they needed extra nourishment for the
land."

Beckman's cutting grain with horses, &
stooking the grain
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We need it now because so much has been used and
so much has been grown on it; you are constantly suck-

Grain was firstharvested by cutting the stalks down with
a scythe, and threshing it out with a flail. Grain cut in
1915 used a wheel-driven six foot binder pulled by three
horses. It cut and tied stalks of grain into a bundle called
a sheaf. It had a rack on the side to hold I to 10 sheaves,

ing the nutrients out of it."
Note: It has been proved by 1996 that animal manure is beneficial to the soil.
Jack Ross was a fìrm believer in fertilizer and called it
the real secret of farming success in the West Interlake.
Today's farmer is in a completely different situation.
Clean seed is available to everyone, Seed cleaning plants

then it would dump them all in one place. Binders increased in size to cut a seven and finally an eight foot
width. With the advent of tractors they were increased
to ten feet and were power driven rather than ground

do an excellentjob.

driven.

Sprays have been developed that are selective in their

killing power. Either broad leafed or grassy weeds can
be eliminated and the sprayer can cover many acres in
one day. Some farmers elect to use aerial spraying.
Chemical fertilizers are used on all crops and soil testing
is available to determine the amounts required. Poisonous chemicals are also available to control insect pests.
1940's to 1950's saw the use of herbicide sprayers
mounted on the back of a truck. The farmer went merrily along with few thoughts as to how much to spray,
the direction of the wind, and used no safety equipment.
Experimental use led to widespread field use with a
change to a larger tank on wheels with booms out to
each side to spray. Still there were no cabs used. The
operator was in the open air, spraying the herbicides on
the crops with no safety protection. The crops needed to
be sprayed to keep the fa¡mer in competition for a better yielding grain crop. Safety regulations have been
changed and farmers are now using masks, gloves and
driving sprayers from within a cab on their tractors.
Herbicides have been known to cause a hormone imbalance leading to brain disfunction and depression in
people using them without protection.

Swathíng grain
Stooks were made from the sheaves, by standing all
the sheaves with the heads of grain upward to await
threshing. Farmers usually had to hire extra help for
stooking to get the grain into an upright position to cure

and dry.

Grain Harvest

Storing grain sheaves on circular stacks

If the farmer had to wait long into the fall or early
winter to get his threshing done, he would haul his stooks
into the farmyard until a threshing machine was available. Circular stacks were built with the heads of grain
facing toward the centre to protect them from the wet
weather. Stacking was done with the winter feed supply
and now is nearly a lost art.

Lamb's tractor cutting grain with a bínder
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Not every fa¡mer in Eriksdale had a threshing machine which would separate the grain from the straw.
Someone would come with a threshing outfit to do a
cfoP.

By 1915 Henry Linossier was the proud owner of his
first threshing machine. From then to 1966 he never
missed a season of going out to thresh for himself and
neighbors with his own outfit.

Jim Bruce's hand fed threshing machine with
straw elevator. G. Murphy pítchíng sheaves,
Norman Parkes feedíng, Dan Collins on the stack
Early threshing separators were fed by hand and had
neither a blower or a bagger. These improvements were
made and steam engines were used as a Power supply.
The first steam engines used on threshers were mounted
on wheels and called portable, as they were moved by
horses. It was not long until they were self-propelled and

then they were called traction engines.
Steam powered threshing machines became quite
common. They increased in size until it took a crew of
20 men to operate one. The really large outfits required
as many as 30 men. Such outfits did grow larger but in a
very short time they decreased in size and grew in numbers. Very popular sized outfits were the 22 inch and 28
inch cylinder separators. An outfit of this size could thresh
two or three farms whereas the larger crews required
many more acres to make them a viable operation.

Albert Kingsley, supplíes & sleeper caboose,
Jack Hanslip
Jack Hanslip was another local owner of a threshing
outfit. Many farmers hadJack come to thresh for them.
He travelled south to the Treherne area to thresh grain
for many years.
Lots of labour was needed. There was the threshing
machine man, the grain man, three, four or fìve manned
racks pulled by horses to go around the field to pitch
sheaves from stooks onto racks.

One or two more men wcre fìcld pitchers who helped
pitch sheaves wherever they were in the field. The racks
were rotated in an order that when one was fìnished
unloading at the threshing machine another one was already there. That kept the machine going non-stop.
The grain man had to take loads of grain to the eleva-

John Hanslip's hired threshing outfít
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Pítching a rack of sheaves into the machine

4 pm lunch for the crew

It was a busy time for the farm wife, too.

She had to

prepare meals for all these people. BreaKast, dinner and
supper plus morning and afternoon lunches. These men

_

were working long days and ate heartily. The women
would be baking pies, cakes and cookies ahead and they
also needed extra help in the kitchen when the threshing crew arrived.

Fíeld pitcher loading sheaves onto a rack

Wagon box to move grain

'Small Gang' threshing, Jerry Malcolm unloadíng,
Cameron Penny, Bruce Malcolm, Leslie Kaupilla,
Verna Saunders, Míchael Lamb

tor in a wagon box and hurry back to pick up another
load or else take it to a granary for storage on the farm.
Grain handling has changed from the use of the back
breaking shovel and scoop which was used to load a
wagon holding about 65 bushels. The grain was put into
the granaries by the same method.

The war years were the deciding factor in favor of the
combine. Scarcity of help for stooking and threshing was
the final blow to the threshing machine on the prairies,
Our'area used the threshing machine into the sixties.
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Swathers cut grain and lay it in swaths until it has cured

enough for the combine to pick it up and thresh it.

124.1til

Threshing in November 1975, the wet fall!

Combine Harvesters
Self-propelled combine & 1/2 ton truck, Harold
Lamb, Leslie Kaupilla Driver 'Hogan' last load
october 3, 1972

In later years threshing machines were replaccd by combine-harvesters which could cut the grain and thresh in
one operation and some even pulled a wagon on the
side to catch the grain. There was no auger on this combine so the grain just came out of the grain spout and the
wagon had to be right there. So 15 men were replaced
with only three or four and a farmer became quite self-

An innovation made was a combine with a hopper
and hauling could be done with a small truck. The hop-

per had a drop gate on the side, no elevators or augers.
Some farmers turned their grain binders into swathers.

sufficient.

,",.a

'
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Andrew's combine wíth grain truck

In 1950's small, self-propelled combines with a six
foot cutting width came into use with one person operating the combine and one person hauling the grain. A
grain truck is kept within easy distance of the combine
to travel over to it to pick up a load of grain. Increased
mechanization decreases manual labour needed, loss of
jobs.
The second combine the farmer purchased was always larger. This trend has continued to the present time.
With the consolidation of farms into fewer but larger
units, the combine of today has reached a tremendous

198O self-propelled swather cutting grain in a

wet field
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The first ground driven
mower

w¿N

pulled by two horses

or even a team of oxen. The
farmer could sit on the mower
seat and ride to drive the horses

and mow the hay.
Bob Kingsley: "Haying, team
of horses on a mower. We only

Self-propelled combine & baled straw for beddíng (1995)
size.

It has many features

tled you could cut any place.
There was an odd, nice, clear place and a lot of open
swampland. Years varied, same as now, dry years and
wet years, hay over your head some years. You didn't
need to cover so much land. It was slow progress with a
team of horses, with the skeeters after you."

a farmer never dreamed of a

few years ago and new features are being introduced
every year. In the 1990's two men harvest large fields
with large combines and trucks.

Hauling Grain
1910

to

1915

had a five foot mower to start,
then we got up to a seven foot;
now with the tractor we get up
to nine feet. There was lots of
hay, and as the land wasn't set-

newly threshed grain was bagged into two

bushel sacks, hauled and unloaded by hand at the elevator. Nowadays the old wooden elevators or prairie sentinels have been replaced with inland cement terminals.

Tiains come in, load the grain and are gone quickly.
In 1BB7 the Winnipeg Grain Bxchange was established

to co-ordinate the grading, buying and selling of all
grains. Railway branch lines were built and grain elevators were within easy reach of farms.(see Elevators)
In 1906 the Manitoba Agricultural College was
opened to work closely with farmers to improve agricul-

ture. (see Agriculture Fair)

Haying - The Goil, Stack & Bale

way
Farmers have been þutting uþhay for livestock's winter
feed since the earliest settler arrived. Huyttg was first

A mower of yesteryear

done by a man cutting the tall grass with a scythe, letting
it dry or cure and stacking it into a hay coil (pile) built to
shed the elements; rain, snow, sleet.
About 1890 Tom Malcolm and family moved to
Scotch Bay to SW 28-21-7W. Tom had a policy of putting
up his hay early. In 1907, it paid off when the great storm
of August 28 hit the Scotch Bay arca. His cattle came
through the winter very well while many of his neighbors
lost a large part of their herds. Around 1908 he had about
107 head of cattle, 65 sheep and 13 horses. He was regarded as one of the richest farmers in the district.

Fred Andrews mowing hay at Long Point
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Ina Kingsley: "I remember one wet year, mosquitoes
were so bad you couldn't tell the color of one horse from
the other."
Bob KingslE: "We had to use oxen too, cause at the
start we only had one team of horses, we used to keep
these steers long enough to use them for haying, ship
them the next year and break in another pair to use the

next year."

Matt Matson operatíng a horse sweep

Sylvia Matson raking hay with horses - note: the
muzzle over noses to protect from ínsects
Haying on Jim Lawrence's swampland using a
bull sweep with a bucking pole & two teams of
horses

After allowing the hay to dry, a dump rake drawn by
horses raked up the hay into a windrow; using the rake,
tlre driver would go over the row and bunchthe hay ready

for the sweep.

Lunch time in the hay field, Matt Kaartinen,
daughter Anníe, her son Carl Anderson

A

sweep brought two or three bunches to start the
stack, to higher ground where a haystack was built. These
loads were shaped into a rectangular stack. As the hay

Overshot stacker, guiding horse ahead to enable
load to rise & dump into a pile, forming a stack

in all around the stack, it was with pitchforks
tossed up into the stack.

was swept
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A buck sweep and an overshot stacker were used to
lift the hay up into position on the growing stack. A man
on the stack had the job of levelling out the hay and
packing down and building it up to put a toþ on it to
shed moisture. He worked with a fork and it was a tiring
job on long, hot summer days.

Labour saving devices began to appear. There was a
queer A-shaped affair built of lumber. It was designed to
sweep hay in towa¡d and up onto the stack. It ran over
as much hay as it swept into the stack so it was not popular and was not copied by anyone.

A-frame stacker, topping off a stack of hay

Hay lífted by slings & pulleys into the

loft

Larger winter rack held twíce the hay, sits on

The stacker builder gets a free ríde down

sleíghs, could build load out
In winter the farmer would go
to the field with a hay rack on
sleigh runners pulled by a team
ofhorses to dig a load ofhay out
of a tightly packed stack. Usually
when he went back another day

for a second trip he would have
to digblown snow awayfrom the
stack again to get another load.
Some farmers brought hay into
the farmyard on a rack in fall and

Frank Sutton hauling hay home for wínter
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built their stacks there.

The best machine of all was a tractor mounted combination of sweep and loader. With it one man could
sweep, stack, and seldom use a pitch fork. It was appropriately called a Farmhand.

Hay moved to barnyard from field stack for
wínter, Clíff Connor & son Jim

Labour savíng stack frame, push hay in through
the doors, shut them, top off the stack (1968)

Fred Andrew's homemade stack mover, TD6 Cat

& skids, stack pushed with dozer (1957)

In 1960's stack movers pulled by tractors lifted the
whole stack of hay onto a trailer and conveyed it from
the fìeld to hay yard at the fa¡mstead. What a labour
Míchael Lamb hauling square bales home with a
stack mover. l98O was a dry year. Bought this
hay in Ontario and it came to Eríksdale by freight
traín

saver!

The introduction of the square baler and side delivery rake created a dramatic change. Farmers started to
use square balers and bale wagons. They were a manual
labour intensive operation until elevators carne to be used

to load the 50 to 100 pound bales into the bale wagon.
The use of swathers to cut hay was a logical step and
to speed the curing a crimper was added. Crimpers are
rubber rollers that crunch the hay to hasten drying.
In 1960's mower conditioners were used. They were
self propelled and they could cut and crimp to condition

Farmhand used to build hay stacks
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(cure) all in one operation.

to make comforters for bedding. It was pulled or spun to
knit into mitts and socks. The meat was used to eat. Sheep
grazed on land after cattle had eaten the grass very short.
Wool and meat could be sold for money for the farmer
to make extra cash. Sheep ranching practically died out.

In the 1990's it is building up again.

Round baler
The advent of the round baler was a farmer's dream.
It could pick up the hay from a conditioned swath and
package it into a 1000 to 1500 pound bale on the field. It
is the most prized equipment in forage making. Bales
are loaded on to large trailers or bale pickers and hauled
to the farmyard.

Ba-a Ba-a Black Sheep

Bale pícker unloading round bales

Mixed Farming & Livestock to
1 996
Farming in the pioneer era was known as mixed farming. Besides his horses used for heavy work and travel,
the farmer also kept cattle, swine, poultry (chickens, ducks
geese, turkeys) and sometimes sheep.

Shearíng sheep for

wool

Sheep

Harland Beckman sorts
fleeces

Home Processing of Meat
Pigs, cattle, sheep, chickens and turkeys were butchered

E

on the farm or by the natural butcher in every district.
The hide of any animal butchered was sold. Every family had robes made from the hides of cattle, horses, or
buffalo. These were a must for warmth in the sleigh or
cutter for winter travel.

TT
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Preservation of Food

ol.:'.

Matson's sheep, feed ís up agaínst the bunk
In

1917

The meat was a source of food but preservation was totally different from today. In winter it could be frozen
and kept by burying it in grain bins. Summer preserva-

flocks of sheep were everywhere. Wool was used
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the Old Dairy Cow
The farmer's best friend is his old dairy cow;
If he owes a debt, she will pay it somehow;
She grazes the roadside to eke out her life
And works without wages, the same as his wife.
Though jersey or holstein or shorthorn her breed,
Hard work is her habit and thrift is her creed;
And if, when she comes home at night to the barn,
You praise her or blame her, she don't care a darn.
She always has something to add to your pelf,
She brings in the coupons, just clip them yourself-

Get out the old milkstool, sit down with a bump,
Grab hold of her handles and urnpel"y-purnp.

And if in her efforts to brush off a fly,
She happens to switch her tail in your eye,
She murmurs, beg þardory politely, and then
Goes on with her chewing- and does
She helps with the

Mrs Sophia Tegelberg spins wool on a
spinning wheel

it again.

living and keeps us all fat,

The hired man, the baby, the pig and the cat;
Then take the surplus to town and by heck,
The Dairy Pool gives him a wonderful cheque.

tion was carried out in two methods. Meat, either pork
or beef was kept by salting in a brine solution and then
drying and in some cases smoking. Meat not cured in
this manner was canned in jars. The fat and suet were
carefully saved from the carcass. After rendering it, the
housewife used it in making laundry soap.

And when she is ready to die of old age,
The butcher writes finis at the end of her page;
Then back to our table she comes, I'll be bound,
In prime rib and steaks that cost thirty a pound.

Dairy

All hail to the heifer, the steer and the calf,
The curly tailed bull, with his bangs full of chaff,
But when at your evening devotion you bow
Give thanks for that treasure - the old dairy cow

Gream
Selling cream was the backbone of our West Interlake.
As Bob Kingsley remarked,"This country would never
have been settled if it weren't for the old milk cow" It
gave farmers money to buy needed groceries and supplies to improve their farming operation.
Nearly every fanu had a herd of milk cows to provide
milk for the house, raise pail fed calves, feed a few pigs,
make butter and supply cream to the creamery, At first,
milk was allowed to cool so cream would settle on top of
the milk and be skimmed (taken off), Cream was shaken
until it turned into butter. The by-product of cream is

Helen (Wilson) Blue milking cow by hand (1938)
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Shipping cream by can
Beckman's new dairy barn

Cream separator

Lamb's dairy barn
Bridget - a cow bred & raised by Beckmans that
clasífied excellent for breed conformation

buttermilk which many people loved to drink. Butter was
salted down in crocks or put into one pound blocks and
taken to town to be sold to stores or shipped by train to
customers in other towns. Mrs. Bdmund Fleming Watson
made butter and took it to Oak Point to sell in packages,
Later, equipment called churns were used to turn cre¿ìm
into butter.
When the creamery came into operation, butter making stopped except for private use. Milk was separated
using cream separators, then shipped in cans to the
creamery where they churned it into butter with huge
churns. (See Creamery)
Bob Kingsley: "Making a living back

Dairy Farming 1996
Dairy herds are larger, stabled, fed balanced rations of
grain, supplements, and free choice forage. The ba¡n is
cleaned with a mechanical cleaner. Cows are milked by
machines into a pipeline which carries it to storage in
large refrigerated tanks. Tandem trucks haul milk to
Winnipeg every second day. The threat of an open market with the Free Thade Agreement is causing dairy farmers concern. They either will have to sell or double their
herd size and quota. It is an expensive, controlled busi-

in this country

ness

was a wonderful thing, Everybody was in the same boat;

in

1996.

Livestock Barns

they were all hard up. Money was so scarce, we milked
16 cows and that got the groceries in and the rabbits
kept the people surviving. We grew a good garden. A
certain amount of wild fruit was picked."

Livestock of all kinds require shelter in our climate.
Every farm had a stable to house livestock and poultry.

In the case of larger animals the stables had to be cleaned
and the stock bedded daily, Feeding, watering, and caring of livestock provided more work in the winter. Po*p135

The open gate beckons visítors

to the abandoned

farm (1991)
fences was ajob to be done in spring or during wet spells

when other work was not possible. An old saying - the
kind of farmer a man was, could be judged by the state
of his fences, was generally true.

The Beef lndustry
Phyllis Lamb milking cows with machines
ing water by hand was a daily chore and if the pump
gave trouble itwas sure to be in winter. Other work such
getting out wood, sawing and splitting it, drawing hay
home from stacks in the field, mending harness and oilas

ing it, making new single
or double trees for the
sleighs or hayracks, hauling ice, etc.. had to be done

between chore times. A
trip to town meant that
nothing else but chores

Beef cattle

were done that day.

Fences
Keeping horses and cattle

entailed building fences
around fields and pastures.

Maintenance of these

Modern fence helps
confine cattle

Traíning sessron
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Early Livestock Sales
There were large herds of beef cattle in 1913, some numbering up to 100 head.
How did they move their cattle to market?
Ina Kingsley: "You had to go all through the bush hunting them before you started."
Bob Kingsley: "We had to drive them on foot, approxi-

mately sixteen miles to the train. I'll tell you that was
one long day's drive, and no fences beside the road either. We were on horse back. The first five miles we had
to chase them pretty hard because they'd run, but when
they got tired it wasn't so bad. We fed them and had to

Mom caring for new calf

cool them off at old Allen's. At Long Lake we had to go
way south around that lake. We put them in the Eriksdale Stockyards overnight and shipped them by cattle
cars on the freight train.
Ina Kingsley: "We shipped them to different commissions in Winnipeg at the Stockyards. In the dirty thirties
when cattle prices were very low, twice we took animals
to Eriksdale. They'd phone into the commission we were

shipping to and they'd tell us, don't ship. We had to take
them all back again. We had five year old steers. You
dare not ship them or you'd end up paying freight. The
market was poor."
In 1996 cattle are trucked to be sold at Auction Marts
in Ashern, Inwood, Ste. Rose, Winnipeg or where the

Calves caring for themselves

producer wishes.

Good to the last drop!

Beef Cattle

Aaron Forsyth's prize purebred Charolaís calf

In

1996 beef cattle are not usually stabled but are shel-

tered in loose housing. When calving season rolls around
the beef farmer quite often uses a calving barn where he
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ily winter in a nearby straw stack, coming to the yard

may have a bed to catch a few winks while he waits for a
cow to give birth. He is there if any problems a¡ise. He
loses lots of sleep during calving. Cows have a habit of
giving birth in the middle of the night. Feed lots (or areas) are cleaned once a year usually by farmers or a custom cleaner.
This is cattle country. There are many large herds
counting in the hundreds in the West Interlake today.

daily for feed.

m7r

Piglets feeding themselves

John Lindell presents a plaque to George &
Russell Andrews on behalf of father Fred's
contributíon to Hereford's in West lnterlake

Hog lndustry
I
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Piglets separated from sow, lamp used for heat

In the sixties hog operations grew, large barns were
built with deep cement pits to hold hog wastes. Sows
were housed in holding pens until farrowing time. They
are then kept in crates to prevent them crushing their
young. The weanlings fed off the sow until six weeks
old, They were weaned and fed a balanced ration of
wheat premix and soybean meal to 75 pounds. The ration changed to mainly barley and a grower until they
weighed 150-175 pounds, when it changed to a fìnisher
ration of barley and wheat until market wetght. Ten years
ago hogs were marketed at 200 pounds, now larger,
leaner pigs are in demand at 230 pounds.
The hog wastes are removed from the pits by a suction pump into a honey wagon to be spread on the fields

Feeding the pigs, May, Jím & Elsie Weatherburn
For fifty years every farmer kept a few hogs for meat, to

make use of skim milk and were fed s/ops, They were
generally penned in summer but mature sows could eas-

as fertilizer.
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Some of today's farmers have no livestock at all. Horses
are only a hobby with the odd farmer, 4-H and horse
clubs. The small cattle herd has disappeared. The farmer

with cattle specializes in either beef or dairy cattle.

Chickens

F
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Ryden's raised hogs in pens
Hog operations in 1996 are kept by the farmer who
specializes. Pigs are raised in large barns and never set
foot on the ground or see the sun. Balanced ration is fed

by an automatic drop feed system, at equally Proportioned intervals.
In the sixties a 100 sow operation was considered large.
In 1996, 300-600 sows is fairly common and a few 1000
sows are not unusual but are usually amalgamated with
large feed companies. Most operations are farrow to finish but some farmers just raise weanlings to sell to the
producer who feeds them to finish.

Faye & Joy Surgenor gathering eggs (1941)

Horses

Every farm had a flock of laying hens. Eggs were sold
for additional revenue; older hens were eaten or sold for
cash. The eggs were collected from the nests in the
chicken house, most often by women and children. Hens
liked to peck one's hand when one reached under her
for an egg or two. Eggs were cleaned and packed into
crates that held 15 dozen eggs and shipped to a Winnipeg Co-op. In later years there was an egg grading sta-

tion in Eriksdale.

Melissa Granberg's Candída, ín competition
Baby chíckens
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In spring, with an urge to become mothers, hens
would go into a clucking stage. If fertilized eggs were
put under her, she would sit on them until they hatched
out baby chicks. To maintain the flocks, eggs were saved
from good hens and put into an incubator to hatch out
chicks. A fertilized egg was to be founcl in a chicken house
where one rooster was kept for every fifteen hens.
Mrs. May Allen diversified to a poultry operation. She
won awards in Itaþ for chickens thatwere hatched from
choice eggs that were shipped there from Eriksdale.
Mrs. Mary Olafson (Joyce Beckman's mother) travelled from Maryhill near Lundar to buy hatching eggs

from Mrs. Allen,

as

did others.

Arne and Mae Brandstrom operated a Record of Production poultry farm, shipping hatching eggs to an ROP
hatchery. Eggs had to be weighed, counted and a record
kept on each hen. The Brandstroms had the best Barred
Rock flock in Manitoba.

Turkeys

Dylan Jeffers & downey ducklíngs

:
feather for something.
Tìrrkeys, ducks and geese have practically disappeared

from the farm. All types of poultry are produced in factory type operations by specialized producers. Marketing boards govern production. This has made the small

Flock of turkeys kept for a cash crop

flock uneconomical.
Farming has grown into abonafide business with gov-

Geese & Ducks

ernment rules and regulations and marketing boards.
With the advent of Free Tiade, other countries and the
dollar manipulate the price of cattle, hogs, dairy pro-

Soft feathers from geese and ducks and softer feathers
underneath called down were carefully saved at plucking time to make pillows and comforters. The odd family had enough to make a down tick called an eiderdown.
The early settler used a tick stuffed with straw as a mattress. Ticking cloth was a strong closely woven cloth that
would keep small pieces of straw or feathers from coming through it. The straw was replaced every year with

duce and chickens.

Farmer's Personal Transportation
A similar change has been made in the farmer's family's
personal transportation. Walking was the main form of
transportation in the early years.
When the farmer depended on horse and buggy,
wagon or cutter, a trip to town was carefully planned.
Depending on the distance from town a trip could take
up most of the day. Going for repairs took as long as
going to Winnipeg does today, but it was not as expen-

new straw as it would break down with use into very
fine pieces. The straw tick was warm but it could not
compare with the down tick. The feather bed composed
tick, eiderdown and pillows made of feathers, was a
luxury denied to many, The term feather bed has come
down to us to denote easy living.
Jim and LizzieLawrence raised geese and used every
of

a

sive.
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The automobile has almost turned today's farmer into
a town resident. Sadly, it has also caused him to lose his
allegiance to his own town and merchants. Roads have
been upgraded to an all weather status and maintained.
The old prairie trail with its ruts full of water or dust is a
thing of the past.

Walkíng or riding horseback

/ f¿P*:":

Harry Allen's car, Joe Lamb, note chains on the
rear tire to get the car through the muddy roads
(.

Jim, May & Elsie Weatherburn dríving horse
& buggY
'

Dora Beckman & Margaret Ross driving a wagon
made with a Model A undercarriage. Earling
Beckman putting aír in the tire. Note: wooden
spokes & Chrís Halldorson's Eríksdale Motors

Rural Electrification
One of the greatest changes in farm living was the electrification of the country areain 1952. The coal-oil lamp

Dora & Lillian Beckman goíng to town wíth horse
& sleígh in winter

and lantern almost instantly became antiques. Stumbling

around in the dim light of the lantern, which blew out
on the way to the barn, is just a memory to the older

During Prime Minister Bennett's administration, Dirty
Thirties depression forced people to use their cars as
wagons with horses, no one could afford gas, hence the
name Bennett Buggy.

farmer.
Bob KingslE: "That was a real blessing. We couldn't
believe it, when we first had the opportunity to get hydro. We thought it was all a joke and we'd never have
L4T

electric lights. Right now
we'd be beat if something
happened to hydro. How
would you pump water for
all your cows if you didn't
have another back up gas
motor. Oh thatwas ablessing when we got hydro in
here."

woodstove gave way to electric stoves with instantly con-

trolled heat, Houses are heated electrically, in many cases
replacing the oil fired furnace which replaced coal and
wood furnaces. There is no longer the work of constantly
renewing the fuel supply. Every appliance in the home

\

;i

Electric motors took
over the job of pumping

is run by electricity. Refrigerators have replaced ice
houses. Freezers have done away with canning meats,
vegetables and fruit. The lady of the house was proud of
her cellar shelves filled with preserves, all of which had
been done over a hot stove in hot weather. The garden
of today is limited as to what will fit into the freezer.

water, milking cows, clean-

Gardens are much smaller because families are smaller.

ing grain, cleaning barns
and various other chores.
PIug in heaters keep the
tractors and cars in a state

Today electricity permits use of automatic washers,
instant hot water and automatic dryers. Ironing is done
with temperature controlled irons. Drip dry fäbrics have
eliminated much ironing,
One of the greatest changes introduced by electricity
was the ability to have hot or cold running water. Before
hydro was installed the family farm had a path from the
house to a convenient grove in the trees where a shanty
was used. Now that path is overgrown since the installation of indoor plumbing. The under the bed utensils of
former days are now in demand by antique dealers.
The pioneer family's only touch with the outside world
was letters and newspapers. This meant days, weeks, or
even months in a¡rears of current events. The family farm
was isolated by distance even from the neighbors. The
installation of rural partyJine telephones in Eriksdale in
1950 was a direct link with families and neighbors near
and far. 1995 brought private telephones with added features to rural homes. Battery radios came into use in the
last half of the twenties but use was rationed by battery
life. Hydro allowed use of electric radios, which may run
all day; and the advent of television in the late 1950's
has allowed rural dwellers to discover what is happening all over the world. Weather reporting, uncertain as it
may be, gives the farmer the opportunity to plan a day
or two in advance.
Finally electricity is used for cooling and heating our
homes and barns. Fans and air conditioning keep livestock barns and homes cool even in the hottest weather.
Temperature controlled water beds are the latest luxury.
The introduction of computer based Internet opens every
house and business to the world.
The many changes outlined here have made other
changes in the community. As it became possible for the
farmer to do more work with less effort, the farm family
was able to survive without hired help. The farmer's own

of readiness all winter.

In the farm home electricity supplies light with a
than oil or gas. The broom

Wíndmill power,
charger for radio &

has been replaced by a

líghts

safeby factor much greater

vacuum cleaner. The

Wood burning ranges had many uses
tL2

Fla
Comfortable líving before electricity

rt

there are only two grocery stores, one lumberyard and
hardwa¡e store. Where several machine agents carried
on business, none are left. Livery stables went out of
existence. The drugstore, baker, lawyer and printer have
all departed for broader fields. The doctor and hospital
have survived with a personal care home addition. The
telephone offìce and Canadian National Railway station
and section men are no more. Lessening of services in
Eriksdale has caused existing farmers to seek them elsewhere.
If the farmer and his wife of early days of Eriksdale
could be dropped suddenly into present time, they would
be completely overwhelmed. Certainly they would not
believe their senses and would think they were having a

family members were not needed on the farm and left to
make their way in other fields of endeavor. The rapidly
declining farm population caused consolidation of two
or more farms into one and has had a great effect on the
service industries in the community.

dream in which they were transported to a different
planet. Their many acquired skills would be of no use
whatsoever. Changes in prices would be staggering.
Would the young farmer and his wife of 1996 be any
better able to cope if they were suddenly placed in the
situation of a century ago? They would probably throw

Tractor delivery from freíght train ín the late
l93Os, led by Roy Halldorson, Corky Knox, Hazen
Jeffers, Art Forsyth, Leonard & Lyman Heroux
& Bruce Goodrídge

up their hands in despair and desperately wish to awaken.

Where up to five stores offered groceries, and other
merchants offered dry good, hardware, furniture, and
lumber, demand for service has decreased until at present
143

Additional Income for Some
Extra Cash - Cutting Wood
The coming of the railroad provided a market for wood
which was the principal fuel used in towns and cities.
The settler spent his time, when not occupied with farm
work in cutting trees into cordwood length. The wood
was hauled to town and sold to a merchant. The usual
price was $t.ZS a cord delivered. Anyone who has not
worked in the bush cannot imagine the amount of labour involved, cutting trees with an axe, limbing and
piling limbs, sawing trunks in lengths, and finally piling
the wood to await loading and hauling at a later date.
Wood still heats some homes. An outside furnace pipes
heat into the buildings.

Eínar Sutherland going for a load

Frank Sutton bringing home wood for the winter

Trapping

of wood

A trapping we wíll go. .

Fred Andrew's

.

wolf catch

to trap muskrats when I was
maþe eight ten years old. We used to trap weasels,
Bob Kingsleyt" We started

muskrats, skunks. Sometimes we'd decide to skin skunks
and we'd get all skunked up too. Prices va¡ied; pelts for
a muskrat maþe 25 cents, some years it'd go up to 50
cents. Imagine a skunk maybe $t.50, a weasel maybe

Sawing many loads of wood
144

25,35

get a good one, maybe 75 cents. The
market wasn't so hot but I think maybe you could get
$t5 for a coyote. Back in those days I think foxes were
the thing, furred, - furred animals you know."
between

Rick Lindell's catch (1994)

David Lawrence with a few

of hís furs
John & Arne Lindell's fur catch (1986)

.'-':

-.

Off trapping muskrats at Bírch Lake,
John & Arne Líndell

Rícky Líndell & Joe Zimmerman worked for the
Game Branch snaring timber wolves ('1958)
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Hunting & Fishing for Food &
Sport
Bob Kingsley: "Back

in those early days you know

the

jumpers weren't plentiful. There was elk and moose at
one time, but the deer don't go where there's moose.
Seems they won't live together."

A good morning's hunt, Lorne & Ray Smith,
John Lindell & Gordon Smith

David Lawrence,
always happy with a string of físh

Craig Kaartinen wíth a typícal rack of horns
(l 994 season)

A' hunting we will go.

Kemmy, Brian & Craig Míller, Dan Watson, Sandy
Baldwin, Sandy Miller & John Mclntyre

Hotel's New Year's dinner arrived at the stop sign
t46

seed is harvested by the stripping method, though a small

quantity is combined.

Seneca Root

The stripper is a simple though ingenious machine
a wooden drum, six feet long, studded with
four inch long spikes. As it's through the grass the drum
revolves at high speed and the spikes trip the seed from
the stems. At the rear of the drum a large box receives
the seed. The stripper can be adjusted to suit various
heights of grass, and must travel three miles an hour to

It

was found in abundance in rural areas of Eriksdale
RM. It has purplish-white flowers when blooming in
early spring and this bloom made it more visible and

consisting of

easy to find.

This root was dug, dried and sold for medicinal purposes. Many people sought to {ìnd and dig the root, as it
provided a source of extra money. It sold for 10 cents
per pound ofdried roots. A good digger would average
35-40 pounds of seneca roots in an eight hour day. Digging roots was a back-breaking task done with a small
pointed shovel. It was often nicknam ed snake-root. Bill
Goodridge in Eriksdale would buy it from locals and

obtain best results.

natives. (See Oli Olsson)

Kentucky Blue Grass
by George Watson
The Interlake has a rather bad reputation throughout
the province because of its stony soil, its swamps and
muddy roads. Not so well known is the fact that on this
same stony soil, alfalfa and clovers will grow in profuWorkíng in blue grass yard

sion.

Here, too, is the native Kentucky Blue Grass, locally
called June Grass. It derives its name, from its lovely,
tiny, almost invisible flower. It is found in many natural
meadows and old abandoned fìelds, and in wet years it
produces seed in great abundance. Lucky is the farmer
who has a good stand of it. This district is unique in being the only area in Canada that produces Kentucky Blue
Grass seed in quantity. Consequentlf,for a few days in
earlyJuly when the seed matures there is great activity
while the seed is being harvested.

About the end ofJune, great truck loads of strippers
appear, coming from as far south as the Dakotas where
harvesting is earlier and is fìnished. Soon each farmer
has received his strippers, and when the seed has reached

a certain degree of ripeness everyone is in the field and

hard at work,

The usual outfit consists of two or three strippers,
hooked tandem and drawn by a small tractor. Two men
go with the outfit, one to drive the tractor, one to watch
the strippers and to help bag up the seed. The whole
operation consists of a series of starts and stops. The boxes
are soon filled and a stop is made. The excess grass and
weeds are thrown out, the good seed gathered together

and stuffed into large bags. So it goes throughout the
day with harvesters working with the feverish activity of
old time miners. For in this case, time is money.
The seed, if left too long in the bags soon heats. Excessive heating would spoil its germination each day's

June Grass stripper

harvest must be delivered to the drying yards. The yards

are located in the towns, so it may mean a twenty or
thirty mile drive after the day's work in the field is done.

About the middle ofJune, fìeld-men from half a dozen

weighed and spread upon the ground

seed houses come to view prospects and assign strippers

At the yard, seed

to those farmers who agree to sell to them. Most of the

to dry. The tired buthappy farmer returns home to snatch
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is

a

the number of farmers in Canada dropped from 623,000

few hours sleep before starting another long day in the

field.

to 487,000.

in

less than a

To help offset low prices farmers adopted improved

week the farmer's part of the job is finished, but at the
drying yard the work goes on for several weeks. The
seed is sprea.d, piled and hrrned untjl it is thoroughly
dried. It is then trucked to cleaning plants for threshing
out and cleaning.
The price of five or six cents a pound paid to the farmer
does not seem very much. However, it is notunusual for
an outfit of two strippers to harvest a ton of seed in a
day's work. The operation of stripping does not do much
damage to the hay crop. It can still be taken to use for
feed. The whole operation is a very welcome and profìtable interlude for the farmer.

technologies such as the use of herbicides, pesticides,

So it goes for three or four days. Usually

fertilizers as well as drainage and cropland improvements. Livestock prodrrcers increa.sed prodrrction hy
better breeding efforts by artifìcial insemination.
In the late seventies, biotechnology and environmental issues became major forces. With consumers worrying about fat and cholesterol in their diets, red meat came
under fire. Beef producers saw

dramatic decline in consumption of beef. Animal right activists added to the
pressures of farming. Farming became ranked as a high
stress occupation.
During the late sixties and early seventies, more farmers turned to off-farm jobs to supplement incomes. By
1980, farmland values declined and the farm equipment
market bottomed out. By 1984, farm debt had reached
an all-time high. Many farmers went out of business. In
the late eighties, interest rates and fuel prices declined
while farm commodity prices improved. In 1988, farmland values increased. A recovery was underway.
In our area, large mixed, grain and beef operations
have replaced the homestead on most quaüer sections.
Hog operations, as well as recently established PMU
(PregnantMare Urine) farms, have boosted the economy
of the area. Agriculture seems to be on the verge of entering a period of prolonged prosperity. Farmers live on
hope, weather and the optimism of a good year - Next

100 Years of Agriculture
As the twentieth century arrived, better implements made

farmers more productive, with more land being cultivated. In 1887, the Winnipeg Grain Exchange was established and, in 1906, the Manitoba Agricultural College was opened to improve agriculhrre. High prices and
good yields prevailed.
WWI sent food demand and prices soaring. After the
war, rapid de{lation and sagging prices along with heavy
debt drove many farmers out of business. Some soldiers
returned to farms on settlemenß.
With the coming of railway lines, grain elevators were
established. In 1923, farm leaders organized the first
wheat pools. Though drought and depression slowed
efforts to modernize farms, by 1925, tractors were replacing horses and machines were easing the workload.
Markets, however, kept commodity prices below the cost
of production. In 1935, the Canadian Wheat Board was
established and provided a floor price for wheat. ln L942,
the Board took over marketing all commercially channelled wheat.
Following the Great Depression, farmers faced new
challenges with the advent of WWII. They faced labour
and machinery shortages. As the war ended, farmers were
able to enter a period of modernization producing more
than could be consumed, Post war recession was staved
off by a relief plan by governments to distribute commodities to war-torn nations. The plan ended in 1949
and a general recession followed almost immediately.
With the Korean War in 1950, demand for agricultural products increased and prices rose again. Farm re-

a

Year.

Agricultural Societies were formed in main centres to
help improve agriculture through the local agricultural
fairs.

Winnipeg Free Press,June 22, 1915
CLUB FAIRS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.

ovER

5,500

SCHoLARS WILL TAKB PArn

Busy days for poultry and potato judges. Briksdale
was listed; fair date October 1, 1915.

ERIKSDALE HOSTS ITS FIRST ANNUAL
FAIR- September 17,1926
Inter-lake Town Achieves Marked Success Through

Efforts of Agricultural Society.

All Features Well Displayed

-

cession followed the end of the war. From 1951 to 1961,
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Boys' and Girls' Club Events Keenly Contested

aw
Boy's & Girl's Class at l93O Faír
John Lindell, H. Tegelberg, Jas. Mason, F. Gumbrill.
Auditor H.S. Rutherford.
Membership was $1. Only members living within a

Three Boy's

radius of 30 miles of Briksdale were allowed to exhibit.
Various classes were: Horses, Beef Cattle, Dairy Cattle, Sheep, Swine, Poultry, Grains, Grasses, Vegetables,
Boys' and Girls' Beef Calf, Chinchilla Rabbits, Honey.
Ladies section including: fancy work, domestic manufacturing, canning, cut flowers, pot plants, home baking,
bread baking.
Directors:Mrs. AJ. Smith, Mrs. Wm. Allen.

& Girl's Club calves (1926)

Baby Beef Sweepstakes ('1926)
Ideal weather conditions and hundreds of visitors fa-

voured this delightful little town's first fair. For educational value and tests of skill, this fair would compare
favourably with those in older and larger towns.

Anníe & Julia Brown wíth their show calves for
the Faír. Julía took her calves to Brandon twice.

Elevators in Eriksdale

just leaving for
(March
Brandon Fair
1927)

Fred Andrews

&

his show calf

Eriksdale's Agricultural Society Sixth Annual Fair
Prize List states the fair was held August 28, 1931.

President-Bert Riding, vice-president-C. Applebee,
secretary,/treasurer-

Flour & feed shed

J.H. Willetts. Directors were : John
Elevators were usually the first building to be constructed

Nystrom,John Forsyth, George Langtved, Sam Houston,
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ginal soil that the land has never produced another crop
like that one.
In the early 1900's the United Grain Growers built
200 elevators across the prairies. In order for the United
Grain Growers to build the Fa¡mer's Elevator, local farmers had to buy a certain number of shares at $25 a share.

& ru
ø
ø

after the railway came through.
In 1919 there were two elevators. They were situated

I

æ

on the west side of the railway tracks in Eriksdale. From

ø

south to north they were:

Ð4

Lake of the Woods Milling Co. terminal elevator
2. Farmer's Elevator
1.

Lake of the Woods elevator burning (1921)

CNR Station, CNR raílway tracks, Lake

The Lake of the Woods Milling Co. Terminal elevator burned down in 1921. It was thought that either lightning or spontaneous combustion were the culprits but
no one knew for sure. This elevator was rebuilt.
The new Lake of the Woods elevator sat beside the
railway tracks several years, closed and unused. In the

of the

Woods Miiling Co. & Farmers' Elevator

late 1930's it was torn down. As children, Elsie Goodridge
(Dowsett) and A¡t Dowsett were uptown at Sharpe's store.

Mr. Jack Knox came here around 1920 to manage
the Lake of the Woods elevator. 1920 was a boom year
for grain in this area. Hundreds of thousands of bushels
of grain were shipped from the crops of Eriksdale fa¡mers. It was said that this 1920 crop so depleted the mar-

The elevator wreckers were using a pulley system with
buckets to lift and lower the items they needed. Art was
wearing a red coat and the bucket was red. Stanley Sharp
was watching and was abig tease. He told Elsie that they
150

deal of concern. Their issues in the twenties were restoration of the Crows Nest Pass freight rates and the fate of
the Canadian Wheat Board. During WWI the Crows
Nest rates had been suspended by the Railway Commission and the rates allowed the rise to compensate for
an excessive wage settlement that had been imposed on
the railways. Now, war was over, grain prices were falling and farmers wanted the Crow rates restored. Their
most pressing concern was for the fledgling Canadian
Wheatboard. In 1917-1918 when the Canadian crop was
being taken by Allied governments at a fixed price, the
board had been created to handle these sales. With war's
end it became clear that the Federal government favoured removal of all controls and a return to open marketing. United Farmers were against this, they wanted
the government ma¡keting of wheat so long as government buying still continued abroad. There were eight
local organizations of United Farmers of Manitoba in
The Eriksdale Municipality, Coldwell had one, Woodlea
had one and Siglunes had six.

I
ä

Elevator torn down in the late l93Os
put Art in the bucket and he was gone to the top. Elsie
looked up, saw something red, ran home crying to tell
her mum, "They took Art to the top."

Jim Willetts, watching the proceedings said, "The elevator was covered with sheets of metal and as they loosened them from the building, they just let them go down

wherever. It's a wonder none of us were hit by them."
Note: The lower building on the north end of Lake of
the Woods elevator remained after the elevator was torn
down. Itwas used by C.F.Jeffers for flour and feed. When
Larry Whitney operated the Red and White store he
owned this same building. He had it moved to its present
location, owned now by Shop Easy store, directly east of
Diane's Salon. It is used for salt and feed supplies.
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In

1903 Manitoba Grain Growers association was
founded. It was renamed United Farmers of Manitoba
in 1920 and was a powerful and effective spokesman for
farm interests. The first fruit of their activities was a cam-

Manitoba farmers were active in the drive to create a
new voluntary selling agency, the Pool in 1923 - 1924.
In the same period, farmers took their dissatisfaction into
the political system helping to elect a Progressive government in the province in 1922.John Bracken, a farmer
on Flea Island - Lake Manitoba was persuaded to run
for Premier of Manitoba, and was elected by United

paign to reform grain marketing practices which resulted
in the creation of the Grain Grower's Grain Company
(GGG) in 1906 ( a selling agency ) and, in 1910 an agreement with Premier Roblin to establish a governmentowned elevator company. A dismal failure, the company

Farmers of Manitoba party 1922.

In 1926 United Farmers built the Lily Bay Community Hall by volunteer labour. It was used for concerts,
dances and meetings. It became St. Olaf's Parish Hall in
Lundar in 1952.
PremierJohn Bracken (L922-42) restored political stability with his cautious administration of a hogressiuefarmers government which increasingly dominated the political spectrum and reduced participation in provin-

in 1912 and most of its elevators ended up
in the GGG Company, which in 1917 was renamed the
United Grain Growers.
1909 participated in the founding on the Canadian
Council of Agriculture and of the great organ of farm
organization in that era, the Grain Growers Guide.
The locals of United Farmers of Manitoba were even
was dissolved

more widespread, but this of course, was a period when
organized farmers in Canada were very active in politics
and causing the provincial government of that day a good

cial electoral politics.
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A FARMER'S CREED
I believe a man's greatest possession is his dignity
and that no calling bestows this more abundantly
than farming.
I believe that hard work and honest sweat are the
building blocks of a person's character.

I believe that farming despite its hardships and
disappointments,is the most honest and honorable
way a man can spend his days on earth.

"TllB $etllers Animal

I believe

farming nurtures close family ties that make

life rich in ways money can't buy.

Purchaso Act"

I believe my children are learning values that will
last a lifetime and can be learned in no other way.

lschcdilc Bl

I believe farming provides education for life and that
no other occupation teaches so much about birth,
growth, and maturity in such a variety of ways.

Agreement

to

I believe many of the best things in life are indeed
free: the splendor of a sunrise, the rapture of wide
open spaces, the exhilarating sight of your land
greening in the spring.

Purchase

I believe true happiness comes from watching your
crops ripen in the field, your children grow tall in
the sun, your whole family feel the pride that springs
from their shared experience.

ot

Atu

I believe that by my toil I am giving more to the
world than I am taking from it, an honor that does
not come to all men,
I believe my life will be measured ultimately for what

i have done for my fellowman, and by this standard
I fear no judgment.

I believe when a man grows old and sums up his
days, he should be able to stand tall and feel pride
in the life he's lived.
I believe in farming because it makes all this possible,
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FISHI]\IG INDUSTRY
A B¡t of History
Stone Age men made hooks, lines, nets and traps. Na-

Each spring the spawning process drove pickerel into

tives harvested fish, before white man came to America.
Fishing is Canada's oldest industry.

creeks and sloughs to lay their billions of eggs. There
were few fishery laws or restrictions. Settlers came from
miles away to harvest fìsh. Arthur Breton owned a hotel
in Eriksdale but fished in the winter. He had fish, four or
five feet long at Cabot's Point piled up like cordwood.
Salted or smoked, fìsh provided food for summer months.
In winter, fish were eaten fresh as well. In October, the
Whiteft h m o onbt ought whitefìsh close to shore, fulfi lling
the spawning cycle.
Another method of preserving fish was by hanging.
The product was called hung fish. The fish's throat was
cut to allow the blood to run out and they were hung by
the tails to cure(dry) in the October sun and frost. When
cooked they were a gourmet delight!

Almost Extinct
Although many bounteous harvests were taken by the
settlers, it seemed to make no difference in their numbers. Soon after WWI (1918) the whitefish in Lake Manitoba suddenly became almost extinct. Some feel it was
the result of too much commercial fishing and the use of

illegal small mesh nets. It is very rare now that even a
half grown whitefish is caught in the nets.

Lake Manítoba
Commerical Fishing on Lake Manitoba has been an
industry since early settlement days in the West Interlake. People living close to the shores fished for food
and for sale.

Markets
The settlers were content to catch only enough fish for
their own use. Soon there was a brisk demand for any
surplus in the growing city of Winnipeg and southern

Plenty of Fish

settlements.

Bob Kingsley recalled, "Most of the fish, at the start
was always frozen to ship. We would bring it in and box
it and take it approximately sixteen miles to Eriksdale,
to ship to Winnipeg. In later years they started buying
what you call fresh þh We didn't freeze it. We had to
pack it in ice in 50 pound boxes and keep it from freezing. Most of them went to New York in the States. That
was a big help in keeping the people on the lake earning
a

living."

A change came over the scene, bigbusiness(large Fishery Companies) discovered there was money to be made
in the fìshing business. Certain companies b eganto stake

M. Kíngsley, Mac Blue, C. Kíngsley with 5 ft jack

individual fishermen to large outfits of nets on the con153

dition that the catch was sold to them. At one time two
hundred men were employed to fish at Goose Island. The
big outfits employing many men evolved and could control the prices, If there were few fish, the price was high.
If there were lots, the price was low. The outfìts grew
bigger, the fish became scarcer. There was nothing left
for the little fellow. In time most big outfits folded up. As
a result the Fish Marketing Board was formed in 1968/
69.

The whitefish disappeared years ago, the highly prized
pickerel appears to be getting scarcer every yea¡. For some
reason suckers have increased in numbers. There was no
sucker market, they were fed to cattle or left to rot on the
lake. In the eighties theJapanese began to purchase suckers for their high protein content. They were shipped as
whole fish and the Japanese ceased to buy due to the
thick neckbone. Now fishermen cut the head off behind
the front fins removing the neckbone. With less weight,
theJapanese are buying again.

Fishing Season
Donald & Albert Kíngsley seamíng & boxing nets

Commercial fishing is still practiced on Lake Manitoba
during winter (November 1 - March 15), Once, a local
fisherman had to spend two weeks in jail because he
started to fish one day too early. The fine was $4 and he
couldn't pay. To many farmers, fìshing is a bonus in the
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dead of winter, when the lake is frozen under almost four
feet of ice.

Winter Fishing Methods
ting the heavier cord to the top attaching floats and sinkers or weights to the bottom edge of each net. They box
the net, that is, they fold it neatly in a special way in a
wooden box. The person who boxes nets must do his job
well or endless tangles will hold up the setting of a net.

'::. ".;9:é
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Fish M¡tts
Every fisherman works with his hands in ice, snow or
water, every day on the lake. He needs to buy or have
someone knit him a pair of good quality wool mitts. He
gets them big as he first washes them in extra hot water
to shrink them. This makes a dense mitt that will shut out
the wind. When he gets them wet he rubs snow into them
to seal them up for the days work. He uses several pairs a
day. Every night he washes them to remove the fìsh slime
and hangs them near the heat to dry overnight. Today,
fishermen can purchase warm rubberized mitts.
As soon as ice appears fishermen are in a race to get

ü
Dan Watson & Sandy Miller lifting a net of fish,
needlebar on the ríght

Seaming Nets
The story of the life of a fisherman is well worth knowing'
Weeks before fishing season, dedicated fishermen, their

wives or helpers are busy seamingnets or sewing and knot-
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their first nets set. Mary Kaartinen said, "Fred Kaartinen
has been known to walk on ice barely two inches thick to
get started fishing in early fall'. To keep from falling
through, these first fìshermen of the season walked on

they deteriorate. Nothing spoils faster than a dead fish.
Each man is now allowed to set 5000 yards of net.
Tending these nets, each 90 yards long, is a full time job.
Nets can be set separately or in one long stretch.

long four inch wide boards on the ice. If they stepped off
the board and did go through the ice with one foot, they'd
quit, lay down and roll to shore for safety.
The gill netused in Manitoba catches fish by their gills
(those openings near their eyes which open and close to
help the fìsh breathe). A gill net has three and 3/4 inch
mesh or 95mm.
Small mesh nets used to catch perch (January I - March

or 76mm.
When a net is set it floats like a curtain. The net has
diamond shaped holes made of strong mesh webbing.
Lead weights hold the net far down in the water, while
15) are three inch mesh

Risdon Pool & Co. físhíng with horses & caboose

wooden floats hold the top edge up. The fish start to swim
through, find the holes are a little small, try to back out,
only to find its gills are caught in the mesh. The nets are
pulled up and the fish taken to be prepared for sale.

Fishing has undergone many changes in methods and

equipment. The first equipment was as cheap and crude
as possible. A pole from a nearby bush was used to carry
the nets under the ice. Axes and chisels were used to cut
the necessary holes. Oxen, horses and dogs were used to
transport the equipment and haul fish off the ice in a caboose or heated sleigh. It didn't cost much to be a fìsherman.

Dan & Kevín Watson & Robbie Miller removíng fish
from nets. Dan trained his dog King to putt the
drawline to reset the nets.
At first fishing on the lake was a poor man's business.
Each man had a short string of 10 to 20 nets. A license
was $2 permitting him to fish with 2000 yards of nets.
Once set (in the lake), the fisherman would ouerhaul (lift)
his nets two or three times a week, weather permitting.

Fred Kaartínen & Paul Kaupílla chísel a hole in the

ice to attach drawlíne to fishnet
All that has changed, Many fishermen use tractor
mounted augers that bore through several feet of ice in

As a result, he produced a good product. There were few
bad or drowned fish in his nets. Yes, fìsh do drown, not
because of water, but, because if left too long in the nets,
their gills become so entangled they can't breathe. Then

seconds.
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A two foot diameter hole is cut and marked with a flag
or an anchor pole, and holds the one end of the net fìrmly.

The fisherman slips a special tool into the hole, called a
A jigger is a long board which floats on the water,

jigger.

It is used to carry a rope. It is moved along by a small
steel pointed pick that sticks up above. The bar pulls
down and the cord pulls up. Once the jigger is in the
water, a man standing by the hole can pull the cord and
let go, pull and let go. The little pick works the board
along under the ice as if by magic.
By listening carefully, a helper follows the sound of
the knocker on the jigger. When the jigger has gone a
net length, the helper cuts a hole in the ice like the first
one, knots the jigger to hold it for the next net to be set.
The rope, fastened to it, now shetches under the ice frorn
one hole to the other, the full length of the net. At the
fìrst hole, the end of a net is fastened to the rope and
pulled into the water. In a short time the net is pulled
through, so that it stretches under the ice between the
two holes. The net is ready to catch winter fish. In 1996
many fishermen are using the new motorized jiggers that
look like a flat torpedo, They are controlled by switches
above the ice and give a signal below the ice. It is faster

Guy Murray holdíttg drawline, ice auger (right)

to use and makes less work in setting nets.

Fred Ross, wearing físh mitts, líftíng net wíth Guy
Murray & Walter Watson. Note the floats &
sinkers on the net.
Day after day he lifts, clears and

sets nets.

The Jigger

Walter Watson resets net, fastens to anchor pole
The other nets are set the same way. When they are
to be cleared, they are pulled up through the first hole,
cleared and drawn back in by the drawline from the second hole. The fish, which must not be allowed to freeze,
are taken in the heated caboose to a fish camp or pack-

Bombardier with net winder attached at front.
Other eguípment a jigger, a hook & an ice auger

ing-house.
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Packing House - Janet & Watson Lee, Don, Matt
& Norman Lee
bardier to pull up nets enabling him to fish alone. In
1996 bombardiers are used to take fishermen out to fish

and transport the catch back home.
Some people who winter fished were more involved
than others and counted on it as a necessary supplement
to the homestead income.

Walter & Herb Watson lean on their caboose
In the early days one net cost about $t.50, now $75.
The first nets were made of cotton or linen thread. The
stronger and finer the quality of cord, the more fish
caught. The fish swim into the net and can't see or feel
the finer cord. Now most nets are made of more durable
nylon or plastic.
One no longer sees horses and cabooses on the ice
just tractors and trucks in the fall and bombardiers and
snowmobiles when it's colder. They have an ice auger
attached to drill open ice holes. A drawline winder resets nets. Some fishermen use a net winder on the bom-

Fred Ross holding a gill net, fish caught, shows
floats & sínkers

One such family were the Kingsleys, who
homesteaded just a few miles from Lake Manitoba near

the Dog Creek Indian Reserve. Albert Kingsley came
with his family (Cecil,Jack, Allister, Bill, Bob, Don and
Ann - twins) to the Macross district from Poplar Point in
1910,
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poor but I think it helped the area to survive because we
did make a few dollars. In those days a dollar went a
long ways, whereas nowadays a dolla¡ doesn't mean anything. It was all walking a¡rd manual labour fishing. There
were no snowmobiles, bombardiers; nothing. We had to

pull the hand sleigh for miles in the fall. We had dog
teams we used a lot for travelling and fishing."
Ann Pottinger (Kingsley) tells, "One day a dog saved
brother Bill's life. He fell in the lake while setting nets.
He was wearing a dog harness to help the dog pull the
sleigh. The dog was able to pull him from the water by

r
Old - travel by snow plane (1937)

the harness.".

t/

t

New - travel by bombardier
J

I

Hand sleígh - going físhing, Tory Anderson,
Clarence & Gladys Sfurgess & Anne Kingsley

Fish Camp at Dog Town
At DogTöwn Camþ,fishwere bought from the fìshermen.
If possible, the fish packer buys fìsh the same day they're

Iifted from the nets. He weighs and packs them in 50
pound boxes between layers of chipped ice. Every
minute counts. Fish must be fresh when it reaches the
customers.

Bob Kingsley fishíng with a horse & sled

"I started commercial fishing
as I could pull a sleigh, twelve
in
life,
as
soon
pretty young
year old I imagine. Some winters were fair, others were
Bob Kingsley recalled,

Dog Town
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Bob Kingsley: "I'll tell you how Dog Town got its name.
You see all fishermen brought their fish to this camp to
sell and pack. The hungry dogs that came with them
would hang around to try to get some fish to eat. We
began to call the camp Dog Town and it stuck."
Fred Kaartinen:"There were so many dogs it was hard
to walk. My father Matt had a big horse that he sold to
his brother,John who took it to DogTown where it died,
John skinned it and used the hide to cover a caboose.
The next morning there was only the frame left on the
caboose as the hungry dogs had eaten the hide."

made a bed with fish boxes as a base and a mattress
made from a bag filled with straw."

Fish Shacks

Life in Dog Town

to Dog Town. We weren't wise about building at the start.

We cut green logs and plastered them with mud. With
the warm and the cold, the mud dried and fell off, We
grew wiser and used dry logs, sod and tar paper on the
roof. The frame used was always logs. People learned to

chink or plaster the walls with a mixture of hardpan,
manure and chopped straw between the logs. Log cabins had a mud floor.
Cupboards were fish boxes and one young couple

The first person to live in Dog Town was Allister &

Sis

Kingsley. George (Chic) Miljure worked for the
Kingsleys.

Lawrence Mclennan and Clarence Sturgess batched
together.

Other's were Walter Mitchell and Philip Dubuc.
Rick and Elva(Hanslip) Lindel. Rick fished and larer
drove the fish truck.

They all lived in tiny shacks in a small area about as
big as two small yards in Eriksdale.
Bob and Bill Kingsley's fish camp had a small store.
Marty Kauppila helped them fish.
Bob and Ina Kingsley, with children Shirley and baby
Glen, wintered there. Paul Kauppila remembers baby
sitting with them out there when he was about eleven

Shack at the Lake, físhermen stayed a week
Sometimes fishermen stayed in lumber fìsh shacks on
skids out on the ice three or four miles from shore for a
week at a time. It had a stove, a bed, a few fish boxes to
hold supplies and firewood. They buried boxes full of
fish in snowbanks to keep them from freezing.
Bob Kingsley: " The fishing season started Nov. first.
You never knew when you were going to move to Dog
Town from your farms for the winter. You had to pack in
a hurry once it turned cold enough for ice to start freezing over the lake. Once we moved on Hallowe'en night,
it was snowing, so Guy Murray and I just threw everything in our trucks tied together and started off.

'-¡

years old.

Tom and May Seymour, with children Kenny and
Connie, lived there in the forties, as did Mary and Fred
Kaartinen with Alfred.

?*
All cabooses were made by the owners
Fred Kaartinen

&

his Dog Town cabin

Bob Kingsley: "We had to

Kingsleys built a log barn and wintered cattle and
horses. Hay was hauled from the farm for feed.

build a shack when we got
159

Nets behind drying ín spríng, Mrs Surgenor, lna &

Shirley Kingsley, Gertie Miliure, Ann Kíngsley,
Barbara Murphy, Jack Surgenor, Jim Lane, Bob

Kingsley & Lorne Miliure

lna Kingsley with baby Shirley
ín door way of shack
and ended up with a flowing well.

Sturgess Store Food & Supplies
George Sturgess came to the lake areain 1903 from High
Bluff, MB. He homesteaded on NW 4-22:/W,living fairly

Bill Kingsley, Edgar Sturgess, Albert Kingsley

close to Dog Town. He started a store. It was in a log
cabin a little larger than the average fish shack. He sold

Ina Kingsley: "When we went to Dog Town in the fall
for the winter, we left our cows with the Baugh family to

the bare necessities, flour, tobacco, tea, lard, knitted fish
mitts, chocolate and coal-oil to the fishermen and to the

look after. I had one old cow, I had taken to Dog Town

reserve which was across the corner to the northwest,

Milk was obtained from the cows. Many of the in-

the winter before. She was a smart old thing. We looked
out of the shack one morning. Here she comes with the

habitants learned to make very good bannock which was
easier to make and faster to cook than bread.

whole herd. I had to go out there and bail water for all
those cows. They had walked eleven miles to Dog Torvn.
The men had to set nets before anything else was done."

Entertainment
At that time no one was living in Bill Mason's house
which was east of Dog Town two to three miles' One
night a week some men paired off and went there to
have boxing matches. Their club was called the Dirty

Water
The fishermen bailed water from the lake with a pail for
the animals. On stormy days the cattle would not walk
onto the lake. A group of fishermen had a Bee in Dog
Town to dig a well. They used a big pole and an iron rod

Dozen and consisted of three Sturgess, three Cooks, a
couple of Hieberts, Jack and Tom Surgenor, Bob and
160

Bill Kingsley.
Victor Sturgess recalls getting a ride with the fish tmck
Friday night from Dog Town to a Clydebank School
dance. They danced all night and then ran all the way
home. Quite often they held box socials in conjunction
with a dance. The men bid on decorated boxes of lunch
brought by women and then had to eat lunch with that
lady. Apparently, vying for the attention of the school

to deliver them to the dance and put them on the teacher's chair. Mrs. Gregoire spotted them and mixed them

in with the other sandwiches. It backfired! A little boy
seven years old and a lady ended up with a leather sandwich. At the dance in two weeks one offended party
brought sandwiches with cheesecloth filling. Practical
jokes were common fun!

Life Style

teacher was popular.

Bob KingslE: "We lived good in a way you know, we
worked awfully hard and we felt awfully good. We were

The Dirty Dozen sponsored dances at Macross School
every two weeks. Some of them made sandwiches with
ground up leather and meat for filling, hoping a couple

young and strong and had lots of exercise, we didn't
know any different and we liked it. It was a good life."

of young men, who tended to overeat on sandwiches,
would get them at lunchtime. Ann Kingsley was elected
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At Bob & Bill's on a Sunday, Esther Swanson,
Tom Surgenor, Sonia Lundstrom, Don Kingsley,
Nellie & Clarence Sturgess, Linnea Hammar &
Gert Sturgess
Fish caravan from north using horses
ways paid the fishermen the difference.Jack Bruce and

Cecil Kingsley also bought fish.

,#
Kíngsley's caboose caravan in town, loading
supplies for return trip, Clarence Sturgess,
Stanley Sharpe, Albert Kingsley
The Kingsleys operated several horse-drawn cabooses

to transport fish. They travelled in caravan style on the
16 mile trip to Eriksdale.
Mr. Kingsley went to town with fìsh every other day
to meet the train at 5 a.m. Albert Kingsley and his son
Donald did most of the driving. George Nagum was a
driver and it is said he could knit a pair of socks on every
trip. They had about ten teams of horses and kept about
three teams fed up giving them grain and good hay.

Matt Lee makíng íce-cream at Dog Town

Transportat¡on
Before 1912 fish were transported down the lake with
horses to Poplar Point, the closest railway. Ledger's farm

was a stopping house for these fish freighters,

Buyers, Packers & Haulers

Bob Kingsley recalled, "Dad did a lot of freighting

Early fish buyers were William Ledger andJohn Allen
Ledge who lived on the north side of PR4l7, just east of

and you had to have good horses. Some horses used to
fall dead on the road. The cold frost in their lungs and

Dog Town.

the pull would just be too much for them."
Bob Kingslq: "We hauled fish from Goose Island, Ghost

In the 1920's, the Albert Kingsley family, were next
to establish a fish buying and packing operation on the
shores of Lake Manitoba at Dog Town. Jack Kingsley
was the fish buyer and had a camp. He was a fair man.

Island and we used to pick up fish from away out on the
lake from fishermen such as the Kjernsteds, Johnsons
and Larsons. Everything was done by horses and ca-

If

he received more for the fish than he expected he al-

r62

booses," A caboose was usually made with a wooden
frame covered with canvas set upon sleigh runners. It
had a small tin heater that burned wood inside. Cabooses

could and would upset, from travelling over rough
ground too fast or going over lopsided snowbanks. They
could be dangerous with the heater inside.
"One year we had to haul fish in by wagons all winter. My Dad would leave at night in order to get the fish
to the train by morning. Passengers from the west, wanting to catch the train, would ride with the fish caravan to
Eriksdale."
Some years they had tremendous amounts of snow
and other years not so much.
On one trip by wagon over the corduroy road east,
by Heibert's swamp, Mr Kingsley's fish wagon broke
down. He unloaded fifty, one hundred pound boxes of
fish, carried them to the side of the road, fixed his wagon
wheel and recarried and reloaded the fish. That morning he missed the train!

Fish caboose besíde Eriksdale CNR station
waíting for the traín
ery and a grocery order. Ann Pottinger states, "The cabooses were as loaded going home as coming to town."

Then began the long journey back to the lake. Here
preparations were made for the next trip and Mr.
Kingsley could go two miles to his homestead to get some
rest.

"We had to be careful that the driver did not go for
his third trip without enough rest," chuckled Bob, "as
those horses were smart, Once a driver fell asleep they
would know it and turn around and head for home. It

i
I

happened more than once,
Another thing about those horses, they knew that if
the sleigh runner hit a patch of bare ground that the load
would be harder to pull. A wise horse would go around
to where there was snow in order to avoid the heavy

pull."
Bob Kingsley: "We didn't make much money either.
Some of the fish boxes held 100 pounds of fresh pick-

llI

erel, but, the box and the ice layered between the fìsh
would make it 200 pounds. We would get $2 for a 100
pound box to pack and haul it to town. By the time you
fed your horses grain, paid your men and your livery
fees, you didn't have much left."
Frank Kaartinen: "Later fishermen received 15 to 20
cents a pound for their fresh fish. Fish in Eaton's gourmet fish department sold at $g.tS a pound. It was a rip-

r'.':

Gladys Sfurgess stands in in front of fish boxes

made up by fisherman & ready to pack
Once in town the team would be sheltered, rested
and fed at the livery stable. The caboose would be parked

by the railroad tracks ready for fish boxes to be loaded
onto the train. In the caboose a fire in the wood heater
kept the fish from freezing and provided a place for the
driver to catch a few winks.
After the fish were loaded by hand onto the train, the
driver would have an early breakfast. He would shop

off."
Margaret Smith, as a girl remembers, watching the
caravans coming in from the west on her way home from
skating. "Each caboose carried a lantern and this is how
you could see them coming as they bobbed up and down
over lopsided hard- packed snowbanks.
You could also hear them a long way off as the steel
runners on the sleighs would squeak and grind, depend-

for groceries and other supplies needed at the fish camp.
Some farmers sent cream to be delivered to the cream163

PR 417. Things went fine until I got to George Saunders

ing on the amount of snow or bare road. As well, Mr.
Kingsley was a great man to have sleigh bells on his

field and got stuck in a snowbank there. The snow didn't
seem deep but after shoveling a great bunch, I still
couldn't move the truck. I left the damn thing to walk
six miles to town for help. I foundJohn and Bill Barnes
ready to go to the lake for fish. John asked, "Did you
drain the truck? Of course like a dummy I hadn't. They
went out to Saunders, started the truck which wasn't froze
and found a half flat tire. That's why I couldn't get out of
the snowdrift. So ended my first trip as a big truckef'.
I also remember going out to Chief's Point to pick up
a full load of fish all by myself. The boxes weighed anywhere from 175 to 210lbs. I had to figure out how to get
them all on the truck. The first row was easy, just tip the
boxes end over end all the way to the front of the truck
and pile them up higher than necessary so they could be
rolled back to fill the back of the truck. The last to load
were the tough ones as they had to be lifted up. I made it

horses."

Other Fish Camps 1930s & on .

.

Andy Beckman was the cook atJohnny Forsyth's camp
on Ghost Island. LongJohnJohnson had a camp there
as well as the Larson's and ArniJohnson.

Fish Buyer
John Forsyth II bought fish for Selkirk Fisheries. He began hauling fish from Dog Town in 1932, travelling the
town-line or PR 417 as it is called in 1996. It was a larger
and better road, but had no gravel and several real
rnuddy spots. It was only built to Fords colner and the
rest of the way to the lake was like a well worn trail.

Fish Hauling Days

and ended up with a truck box right full to the brim with
fish boxes. It must have taken me two hours to put that
load on."

Jim Forsyth remembers: "When fall came with new ice,
all fìshermen were in a big tear to get fishing. Father had
his fishing camp out on Ghost Island. As soon as the ice
was the least bit safe, he would go scooting out to the
island with his Model A Ford Coupe, with chains on for

Other Uses of Fish Boxes on
Sleighs

glare ice and a sleigh behind to haul the fish to shore.
He had many hairy trips for sure! I recall more than once
when he put the car in the lake."

John Forsyth scootín' along in his ModelA Coupe

Jody & Michael Lamb's playpen while Mom ís
milking cows!

"One late fall morning, I had my fìrst trip orr tlre h'ucks.

My father sent me with old Lula-Belle, a 1935 Maple
Leaf truck to pick up

a

load of fish near Siglunes. I wound

my way back down through the Reserve where I cut a
corner too short on a narrow road and slipped into the
ditch. Horses finally pulled me out and on I went down

t64

It had taken us Lwo to three hours to go a mile. The
wind turned north and blew some more! You must realize we made more miles in detours than on the road and

there was scarcely a quarter mile that we did not have to

shovel. About 5 a.m. we ran out of gas in Cowdery's
field. Still two miles from home we took off on the hoof
for Eriksdale. As we reached the grade at what is now
Bottrell's, John was falling asleep walking and almost
wound up in the ditch. I had to take his arm and get him
to run. We got home at 7 a,m.,John froze both feet and
I froze both big toes."
There was no snowplowing in the winter 'til 1946
when the fish were hauled. This road could be blocked
to impassible with snowbanks. Sometimes a new road
would have to be carved off the main road out in the
farmers field where the snow had not drifted in so high
or with such hard snowdrifts.
John Milk: "Some winters the roads were so filled in
with snow that we hardly travelled ¿[ mile on the road.
Often we had to cut fences and travel on a field blown
free of snow."
John Forsyth II was the first to have a Public Service
Vehicle License, (PSV), for his six wheeled truck.John
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Lynn Forsyth's carriage in winter!

Mills was the driver.
John Mills: "We began hauling fish off the lake in 1932.
We would leave town after supper and not get back until

Winter Roads

10

or

11 o'clock. Then we would unload the fish

in

a

Jim Forsyth: "When my brotherJohn was 15 years old,

heated fish shed for the night to keep them from freez-

I can recall one trip that is typical
of what was expected of a boy in those days.John had

irg.

gone to the lake and picked up a load of fish one morning. He and Pop took it to the city and arrived back about

peg at 6:45 a,m. We had to be at the station and have the
fish loaded up by then. We put in some very long days.

5 a.m. This was almost 24 hours on the road. Pop woke
me up to go withJohn out to get another load of fish. We

After awhile the train would leave some boxcars on
the side for us to load. Each car had a pot bellied stove
inside to keep the fish from freezing. The deal was that
the fires were to be lit and the cars warm for the fish.
That didn't always happen until someone raised a fuss
and after that it was pretty good."

he was on the trucks.

The train came into town on its way back to Winni-

left for the lake at 7 a.m. with ten gallons of extra gas.
Soon it started to snow and blow from the south. We put
the chains on the single wheels and kept going but the
road was tough! We got to Fred Ford's about 2 p.m. just
about starved. Of course they fed us and Fred tried to

A Glose Call

talk us into waiting for the storm to end or for Freeman's
big truck to break a trail for us. Of the choices, to go on,
go home, or stay put, we opted for going home. We
started back and got one mile to Clydebank School just
as people were arriving for a dance. We stopped to warm
up and rest. Rick Lindell found us there since he was
walking home from the lake as his wife was having a
baby. He came with us thinking it would be faster. Well,
about 10 p.m. Rick left us to hurry home on foot.

John Mills remembers one particular bad trip.
"George Cowdery and I left town at B a.m. to pick up
fish at Dog Town. We spent so much time stuck or
shoveling that by the time we got to Fred Ford's (nine
miles) it was 4 p.m. and we had blown a piston. From
Ford's we had to walk to the lake (seven miles) to let the
fishermen know we wouldn't be able to haul their fish to
town. They would have to make other arrangements.
165

ice was always shifting, booming like thunder and crack-

Then we had to walk back to town. I remember wanting
to lie down and have a rest, but, George wouldn't let
me. We fìnally got to Cowdery's at 2 a.m. and rested. If
it weren't for people like Fords, Hieberts and other fami
lies on the way we wouldn't have survived.
I rcmcmbcr gctting to Hicbcrts about 3 &.m. one
morning and they got up to let us have their bed so we
could get some sleep. In the morning when we went out

ing. NOTE: When large vehicles drive on the ice, even
if it is three feet thick, the water goes ahead of the vehi
cle under the ice. They travelled pulling a sleigh behind
the truck on the way back to help spread the weight of
the loads of fish.
The back end of Forsyth's truck went through the ice
in eleven feet of water. A crew of fishermen came to
help get it. They froze poles into the ice around the hole
and under the truck. With hooks it was lifted and pulled
out. After unloading the fish, it was towed to town where

to the truck Mr. Hiebert had already put some charcoal
under the hood and had tarps over it to warm it up so it

would start. Mrs. Hiebert would always say, "Come in
for a bite to eat, I don't know what I ca¡r give you." She'd
always find something and it always tasted good to me.
In 1935 we began to transport fish straight from the
lake to Winnipeg. We'd travel on the lake as far as Oak
Point or even Marquette if the Highway was plugged by

everything was drainedr put into Knox and Johnson's
Garage and dried out.
Margaret Smith, wife of the late Bill Smith who drove
the Knox & Smith Tiansfer, remembers Bill arriving at
his destination in the wee hours of the morning only to

Warren. It was a cold job as even the truck cabs offered
very little warmth."
1935 was a winter like 1996, lots of snow and cold

find his hands were stuck to the steering wheel inside his
big mitts, after hours of gripping the wheel.

weather.

Back end of Forsyth's fish truck broken

through íce
Rick Lindell wíth fish truck &

Rather than have the fishermen bring fish to the camp,
the t¡ucks started picking up fìsh on the lake or at Goose

plow travelling

on the ice

or Ghost Island. In the fall when ice was considered thick

Jim Forsyth: "The winter of 1937-38, the roads to Winnipeg were blocked by the end ofJanuary and the general opinion was that we should go across the lake in a
truck caravan, into Winnipeg from that side. We would

enough, they took Daredeuil trips to the islands. Rick
Lindell and Bill Smith were a team on the Knox and
Smith truck. They travelled with both doors open and a
foot on the running board watching for ice cracks. The
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be following Freeman's Ma¡mon-Herrington six wheel
drive so it sounded like a good bet. Johnny Mills was

driving Freeman's truck and Stan Mills was driving
Eggertson and Johnsons. Next came our truck with
brotherJohn at the wheel. In the rear wasJack Knox
with a Douglas hay and grain truck. We had heard the
Douglas driver say that the way to go through snow was
to spin the wheels till you got to the bottom and burn
the snow ahead of you, so we were all glad that he was
the last in the row.
We had some trouble getting from town to the lake.
Even following the big truck, we had to rock in places.
Rocking is the action of moving the truck forward only
as far as it will go in low gear without spinning the wheels,
letting in the clutch to let it roll back, then catch it in the
forward swing again. Sometimes you had to rock the truck
as much as one half mile."

w
Fish truck plowing snow on the lake,
'Beaver' Bergthorson & John Mílls
when we saw a fisherman's shack on shore. We took the
plow arm off, put it in the stove to heat it and straightened it on a big wooden block with an ¿rxe.

Down the lake we went again! The trip was short,
About four miles later we heard a rattle. The con rods
were going! We had to leave the truck, and walk seven
or eight miles to Goose Island. We had one cigarette
between us. I toldJohn to smoke half and give it to me,
only he smoked half and being slightly preoccupied he
threw it awayl. We got to the Island, hitched a ride to
Dog Town with a Native man we hired and walked to
town. Round trip only five days!"
One spring the roads were blocked and the fish truck

4,æ-'ætè

couldn't come pick up the last load of fish. It was March
10, the end of the season. John Forsyth hired Frank
Kaartinen and George Ashby to haul fish from camp,
which was in Hieberts yard, to town. They each had a
team of horses. They drove their loads to town and put

-.

Freeman's truck hookíng on the homemade steel
blade used to plow on the ice
"Freeman's had a steel blade plow made for the front
of their truck to use on the ice. At the lake, Stan hooked
up the plow and went across the ice to Ghost'Island where
he left us the plow to go to Dog Creek. Johnny Mills
hooked the plow on the big truck after we all got our fish
loaded. We set off for the far shore. We went down the
west side 'til we got opposite Langruth and bucked our
way up the bank into town, The rest of the trip to Winnipeg was tedious but uneventful.
'After unloading and sleeping, and ready to start back,
at Headingly, we found our truck had a broken spindle.
John turned around to get it repaired. This leftJohn Mills
alone with no other trucks, so I went with him. We had
supper in Portage, late at night, went to Langruth and
out to the lake. We hitched up the plow and started north.
We had to cross a crack and in doing so bent one of the
push arms on the plow. We sat in the truck till daÈreak

them on the train. George Ashby went right home again.

Frank stabled his horses in the Bill Payne's livery barn

overnight. He booked a room in the hotel, sat in the
pub, drank beer, and went to the hockey game. He took
a load of groceries for Hiebert's store home the next day,
Frank says: "That was a big outing for a guy from the

in 1948."
In the days before good roads and snowplows every
trip could be a true adventure. Driving on the lake ice
west

was a test of ingenuity and courage. Towards spring ,when

the ice was soft and the trucks were still hauling, often
they had to cross ice that would have holes in it. They'd
sink and water would come over the surface a foot deep.
By now there were 19 trucks transporting fish from as
far north as Steep Rock and Gypsumville. When fish were
plentiful trucks were kept going night and day. Many
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in the winter and is rescued or climbs out, he should
immediately roll in the snow. The snow provides a seal
for protection against the cold keeping the body heat

times drivers went without sleep for 24 hours or longer.
John Mills, Stanley Mills, Jim and John Forsyth, Ingi
Sviestrup, Alex Doig, Ben Dixon, Erik Hammar, and
George Cowdery were some drivers.

inside and prevents hypothermia.

Other Buyers

Newspaper Clipp¡ngs from 1950s

Alex Flinta hauled fish with his three ton truck in the

Quote: "Training at Canada's NATO pilot-gunnery
school - RCAF Station, Macdonald, MB. - has been
brought to a virtual halt because commercial fìshermen
are casting their nets on the school's gunnery range on

1950's and 1960's. Roads were not too bad as Eriksdale

had a snowplow to clear the road in winter. He hauled
from Reykavikto OakPoint, from Lake St. Ma¡tin across
Dauphin River to Lake Winnipeg, from Anama Bay

Lake Manitoba.
The air range is 24 miles long and 10 miles wide extending from Scotch Bay to Oak Point on Lake Manitoba's east side. The danger area begins 2 miles from shore.
The fishermen's nets are smack in the middle of the
range. The twin engine Dakotas fire 303 caliber wingmounted machine guns as they angle in on their targets.

Reserve to Northern Lake Fisheries, Booth Fisheries and

Keystone fisheries.
Nathan Finkel bought and transported fìsh in the area
at the same time as Alex Flinta.
ConradJohnson, Vogar, operated a fish buying and
packing station(Log Cabin Packers). Since the 1970's the
local fishermen haul their own fish up to his plant to sell.

Bullets, empty cartridges, cases arid belt clips a^re sent
hurtling to the ice and have landed alongside the holes
in the ice used by fìshermen. Some fifteen fishermen were
spotted in the danger area."
Note: They wereJim Weatherburn, Nick Boss, Fred

He then hauled them to Winnipeg.

Clive and Wanda Halldorson reopened Conrad
Johnson's Station in the fall of 1995 (Frontier Fisheries).

Tragedy on the Lake

Kaartinen, Arnold, Robert and Wilbert Blue, Walter
Watson,Joe Nagum, Tom Seymour, Victor Price, Wilfred,
Ernie and Gordie Blue, Fred Ross, and Mac Miller.
Ottawa stated that fishermen who persist in using areas marked off as gunnery range are liable to a fìne of
$t000 or 12 months imprisonment.
According to the local fishermen, that is where the
pickerel were catching thatyear. Robert, Arnold, Wilbert

Mack and MargaretBlue,
lived in Scotch Bay. On Wednesday, November 17 ,1937,
near the beginning of the fìshing season, he rode his bike
to Dog Town by way of the ice along the shoreline. He

Malcolm Blue,

19 years, son of

was going to buy a pair of fish mitts at the store.

Often he would stay with his good friend Victor
Sturgess. On Friday night, Malcolm's three sisters went

Blue,Jim Weatherburn and Nick Boss went to Sugar Point
Reef and set 13 nets. They were lifting 1900 lbs. of yellows when an air force helicopter landed with a RCMP
offìcer and a game warden. The government had paid
some fishermen to stay off the lake. These fishermen
hadn't been paid and they were hungry, too.

to Scotch Bay Hall dance. The Sturgess clan came and
Malcolm wasn't with them. Then the family realized he
was missing on the lake.

The Dog Town fishermen and others organized a
search. Victor states that Malcolm always chewed on an
unlit wooden match. When searching George Miljure
spied a match on the ice and told the group to search at

No Tiespassing signs were posted. Tom Seymour said,

" Well, I'm going in", and the rest followed. Inpectors

that spot. The ice was thin, it had been broken and froze
over. They broke the ice and found the bicycle first, Bob

came and Tom said,ttWe have our nets set, we are catching fìsh, look at these fish." They left.

Kingsley found Malcolm.
They pulled his frozen body from there to Dog Town
on a hand sled. Mr. Sturgess did the undertakers' duties
and he was transported first to his parents' home in the
back of Charlie Watson's ton truck, then on to Lily Bay
Cemetery for burial.

Several planes tried diving to scare the fìshermen.Joe

Nagum dived under the truck cab and Fred Kaartinen
wentunder the truck box. A cartoon in the paper showed
a fìsherman with a fìsh box up over his head, a sign on it
in big black print read Product of Canada.
The end result was that the fishermen were allowed
to fish there two days a week.
In later years, one of these pilots married Rose Watson

How to Survive on the Lake
Fred Kaartinen advises if anyone were to fall in the lake
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and while visiting with Dan and Uncle Walter Watson
told of the pretended scare tactics."

ing. The sun was sending diamond sparkled rays through
the hoar frost on the ice. Dan Watson said, "Once when
travelling out to fish, the tractor and sled almost slipped

into a crack that was covered with hoar frost and invisible."
On a bright, sunny day, the true blue sky contrasts
with the sparkling white snow and shades of blue-grey
ice to bring natural beauty to the lake area.

lce crack pushed up

Beauty on the Lake Ice Cracks
The contraction of the ice in cold weather and the expansion of it in warm weather causes it to constantly shift.

Einar's lsland (now called Blue lsland), fishermen
could camp íf caught ín a storm,
Guy Murray, Jody Lamb, Walter Watson

It spreads apart into large three foot wide ice cracks and
pushes together causing the ice to pile up into a high
buckled ridge. These ice cracks usually run in an eastwest direction and can be up to twenty miles long. They
have no limit. Dan Watson reported the view from his
aircraft confirms ice cracks are horse-shoe shaped. They
are very beautiful to the tourist, but could be a real danger to the fisherman. Horses would not cross an open
crack and if piled high a trip had to made around the
mound if they were too high to chop through.

Fishing has become so costly that it must be done on
a large scale or not at all. Right now the Department of

Fisheries is trying to reduce the number of fishermen.

Fishing was very poor in the seventies. Only the real
fishermen stuck it oul The L979/80 fish season was a
terrific year and the quota for Lake Manitoba 2,000,000
pounds was caught for the first time in many years. There
was an abundance ofpickerel.

Licenses
After that there were 50 to 100 new fishermen a year.
The fìshermen and Natural Resources met to help prevent fishing from getting out of control. In 1987 they
averaged the fishermen's three previous years of production and categorized their licences. Producers of 300
kgs or more received an A license, under that a B licence. The only difference between the two is, the B
can't be transferred or sold. In time there will only be A
licenses. They are gauging for 400 fishermen to fish on

Shows how an ice crack meanders around the
lake, visitors Shane Kaupilla, Míchael & Jody
Lamb, Eleanor Kaupilla

the lake.

Fisherm en

Margaret Smith states that one of the few times she
was able to go to the Islands, the view was breath-tak-

A Licenses

Wilfred Blue, Campbell Forsyth, Craig Kaartinen, Frank
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from a hatchery and their sons released them into Lake

Kaartinen, Fred Kaartinen, James Kaartinen, John
Kaartinen, Richard Kaartinen, Robin Kaartinen, Brian
Kauppila, Howard Kauppila, Marty Kauppila, Craig
Miller, Cameron Penny, Dan Watson

Manitoba.

Without a doubt, the fìshing industry has caused certain trends in settlement that otherwise would not have
happened. The Icelanders, with their ancient strong traclitions of the sea, and their nafive skills in fìshing, naturaþ gravitated to the lake shores. They built their homes
and founded their herds and flocks, always turning eagerly to the lake for food for themselves and money

Fisherm en B Licenses
Bradley Blue, Vernon Parkes, Albert Murray,John (fack)
Pool

Hatcheries

through the sale of fìsh. This helped them establish and
make improvements on their homesteads. One finds
proof that they succeeded in their ambitions, in the many
beautiful homes and farmsteads one finds along the Lake
Manitoba shoreline in the Interlake.
Manitoba's lake fishermen have the largest fresh wa-

In an effort to keep up the fìsh population several hatcheries have been established on the lakes. It is difficult to
determine just how well they have fulfilled this purpose,
but it is almost certain they have done some good. Locally, l'red and Mary Kaartinen, longtime fishermen with
an interestin the future, broughtfive million pickerel

fry

ter fìshing business in Canada.

Memories for Tomorrow
A24 x24 foot raised bed had been built with a cement edge. A memorial committee with many Legion
volunteers completed the bed of flowers and shrubs.
Canadian flags were placed among the plants to

The Royal Canadian Legion Commemoration
Branch # 140, Eriksdale dedicated

a

monument onJune

30, 1996 to all the Veterans of WWI & II & the Korean War. On a new flagpole erected in the Eriksdale
Cemetery, Clarance Knox and Bill Fairbairn raised
the Canadian flag to the singing of O Canada. Mean-

commenorate the fallen veterans and on the headstones
of veterans who have since passed away.

A time capsule was placed inside the stone monu-

while the color guard lowered and raised their respective flags in unison.
Jim Willetts read from the Gospel of StJohn.
Bob Lundale, president of Legion #140, Master of
Ceremonies mentioned that 51 years have passed since
hostilities ceased and today it is the intent of the local

mentwith mementos of past and presentyears. A decision will be made later when to open, add items and
close the capsule.

This was Eriksdale's fìrst Memorial Day. The plan is
to repeat this type of celebration each year as a Decoration Day for everyone to remember loved ones or

Legion #140 to unveil this memorial monumentto the
Veterans of all wars. Comrades Mark and Michael
Jeffers unveiled the monument to the applause of the
crowd. Over 130 people were in attendance.

friends.
Those attending returned to the Eriksdale Recreation Centre where a few words were expressed in congratulations about the beautiful monument by:
Dave Mclelland, Reeve of the Rural Municipality
of Briksdale: "As we pass through or by the cemetery,

The inscription reads:

DEDICATED TO ALL OUR VETERANS
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
Commemoration Branch #140

it is a pleasant way to honour the soldiers who gave
unselfishly on our behalf."
Al Kelner, Chamber of Commerce: "Thanks to the
Legion for the outstanding monument to the Veterans
of World War I & II."
Other speakers were: Brian Wilson, FredJohnson,
Bill Ebbers, Darlene Halayko,Iris Forsyth,

Jim Willetts gave the prayer of dedication: "In grateful memory of those who laid down their lives for our
sake. May we follow the example of faith, hope and
love."Jim led in the Lord's Prayer.
The Last Post began a minute of silence. Bob
Lundale recited the Legion Act of Remembrance.
Wreaths were laid by the respective Legions at the
edge of the Memorial.
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BUSINESS & TRADES
The First & Second Go-op Stores
The first store was built aboutJune 1915. It was located
north of the Manitoba Thading Co. which was on the corner of the Main Street and Railway Ave. Lot 23, Block 3,
Plan 408. Later this building became Oli Hammer's Garage. The manager was Mr. Frank Lamb from Pineview,
a brother to Mr. Wilfred Lamb. Mr. Herbert C. Berg
(known as Hub)was the clerk.

I

st Co-op store, left centre,
tttÇ

behind Eríksdale trading
The following description of the store was found in
letters written by Mr. Berg and his brother, Mr. Walter T.
Berg,

in

1975 to the Eriksdale Museum where the letters

In

Mr. Herbert Berg was 86 years
old and living in Caneyville Ky.
It was about 24' by 28' with about a l0' ceiling, counter on one side with shelves on both sides of the building
with front to railroad track, We opened at7 a.m, and tried
to close at 6 p.m., but there was always somebody that
were found on file.

1975

Mrs. Allen in front of the old Co-op store
The second store was built in 1917 almost at the end of
Railway Ave. on Lots 1,2 & 4, Block l,Plan 492.
A letter dated Februrary 2L,l92l with the following
letter head Erilcsdale Co-oþeratiae Creømery Association Limited-Manufacturers of Butter, Cheese and lce Creamwas sent
to Dear Sir: (Unknown to Us) and signed Herbert S.
Rutherford Secretary tells of the following Notice: "Notice is hereby given that a special general meeting of the
shareholders of the Association will be held at the School
House, Eriksdale, on Saturday, March 5, at2 p.m. The
object of the meeting is to consider and if thought advisable to pass Bylaws; 1. Authorizing the sale to Wm. N.
Duff of the old creameryproperty, situated in Lot 1, Block

needed something right at closing time. We opened six
days a week and got $ 15 a month, plus 50 cents for months
over 30 days.
Herb Berg writes that Mr. Lindell, Mr. Pearson and
Mr. Brandstrom were the main stay of the Co-op store,

1, Plan 492, for the sum of $2000. 2. Authorizing the sale
to R. Cassleman of Lundar, of all the creamery plant and

2nd Co-op store
17l

in

site lying to the west of the CN Railway, for the sum of
$0SOO. and generally to deal with such other matters as

1930, Lot 1 was owned by a Dr. Flook who was a vet.
The description reads Flook Exc N 50 ft. It is believed
the Flooks lived there in 1925 as a photo dated 1925
shows them to be in Eriksdale. It is possible Mr. Flook
built this house. Later it was owned by W.A.B. Smith.
He and his wife Mina lived there after their marriage in
July 1931. Mrs. Dowsett (Grandmother to Art and Ray)
lived there prior to the Smiths.

may properly be brought before such meeting. Bylaws
referred to may be seen by any shareholder at the office
of the Association.
Today Lot 1 is owned by the Credit Union on which

the old barn is hcjused. (See Credit Union)
Lot 2 is empt/, it was the site of what many will remember as Mrs.Jeffers'Telephone Office and then later,
the Wolf Den. It was torn down in the early 1970's. It is
presently owned by Doreen and Boyd Gumbrill.
Lot 4 has been divided. It houses the Municipal Garage and a private dwelling which at this time is owned
by a school teacher, Ms Cindy Scott.
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The Man¡toba Co-op Poultry
Marketing Association
The Manitoba Co-op Poultry Marketing Association began prior to 1951. They used space at the back of the
building, now in 1994, is their newly renovated hardware store, Lot2l of Block 2, Plan 408. Here they ran an
egg grading operation. This Association shows on the
1945 Business Täx Rolls to 1950.
(Tbxes were paid on this property Lot2L as follows:
In 1920 the Mulvihilltading Co. Ltd. paid the taxes. In
1930/31 S.D.B. Stephanson owner (Stock and Tiade) is
listed. He bought it in 1930 from Mess. G. A. Folding.
We have not looked at any books between 193 I and 1940.
ln 1940/44 John A. Forlang was the owner. Due to the
Municipal fire of 1929 no earlier records are available
with the exception of a 1920 tax book.)
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Eriksdale Block Map

It appears thatthis Co-op operated from

1917

to about

1920.

Eriksdale Gonsumers' Co-op

The manager was George Almond for about two
months. Mr. Berg worked in this store for a couple of
months. ln MOD, page 134, "Mr.J.K. Lamb showed his
certificate of share in the first attempt at co-operative
enterprise in Eriksdale", dated,January 3, 1917. Note:
First attempt was in 1915.
We do know that Lot t housed the first creamery in
Eriksdale. (See Creamery) In 1926 Lots 2 & 4 where purchased by Mr. CharlesJeffers. In the 1930 Täx Roll it
listed the owner as CharlesJeffers Stock and

submítted by the Board of Directors (1995)
InJuly 1950 a group of people got together to organize a
store, to supply consumers goods. They called themselves

of directors. They were Art Lindell (Pres), Robert Kingsley
(Vice Pres), Tom Surgenor, Arne Brandstrom, Robert
Bvans, Edith Lawrence and May Allen (Sec). The directors started in a small way by buying binder twine. Mrs.
Allen was temporary manager and clerk. The store was
Erílcsdale Consumers Co-oþ. They formed a board

tade. Also
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located in the Manitoba Co-operative Dairy and poul-

Mrs. M. Sidwall
Mr. R. Anderson
Mrs. Val Mocan (Current)

try building.
The Board of Directors decided to purchase the building in 1957. The board had made several renovations
over the years prior to the purchase.
Over the years the membership increased as well as
the sales. They soon out grew the store.
In 1978 it was decided to build a new store The land
was purchased from Terry Lindell, Block 2Lot23. Construction began. The new store was to be 80'x 40' and
built by Williment Construction. The Grand Opening
was held in March 1979. Margaret Sidwall was General
Manager and the staff were Signe Peterson, Donna
Murphy and Reg Anderson.

There were several directors over the years that dedicated their time to oversee the operation of the Co-op.
Art Lindell was on the board for 30 consecutive years,
from 1950 to 1980, Robert Kingsley, May Allen, Doug
\Matson, Arne Brandstrom, Jack Ross, Ben Falk, Dan
Bottrell, Ray Duncan,John Ryden, Vic Bazinet are some
ofthe directors that donated several years ofservice the
Co-op Board. The current board of directors are Charles
Watson (Pres.), Ed Bottrell (Vice Pres.), Sandra Ryden

The old store was used as a warehouse.
Again due to the increase of sales and membership
the directors decided to expand the existing store by
adding on another 30' x 40' addition. The contractor for
this new addition was Lindell Const. The Grand Opening was held in October 1986.

(Sec.), Ted \{atson, Helen Bazinet, Vic Lamoureux, and
Les Wainwright. Present staff under Val Mocan (manager) are Candace McKinnon, Diane Bottrell, Dolly
Paterson, Cindy Kinkead, Jo Anne Engelberg, Tricia
Larade, Linda Lindell, Tämmy Kinkead, Desi Larade.
1995 is our 45th year as a Co-op with a membership
of over 800 active members. Our Co-op is 1000/o member owned.

The demand for more hardware and groceries left the
new store still short of space. A discussion was held about

Eriksdale Creamery

converting the warehouse (old Co-op store) into a hardware store with an additional warehouse added on the
back. In 1993 it became a reality. We now have a grocery store selling groceries, houseware, photo finishing,
Free Press, selling stamps for Canada Post and rug

Two creameries existed in 1913. One known as the Bran-

don Creamery and Supply, located on the same site

as

the present creamery and the other was located on Lot 1
Block 1, Plan 492 and owned by the Co-op from about
1917

to 1921.

(See Co-op and

Credit Union stories).

cleaner.

The hardware sells paint, automotive, sporting goods,
tools & livestock supplies from salt and minerals to livestock panels.

Reg Anderson was general manager. Reg retired in
March 1994. Val Mocan became our new general manager onJune 6, 1994.

F

¡

In the past 45 years of service we have had several
managers.

The managers from 1950-1995 are as follows:
Mrs. May Allen (Temporary)

Eriksdale Creamery ('l 92Os)

Mr. Bryson
Mr. Fjelsted
Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr. Williamson
Mr. R. Appleyard
Mr. R. Warwaruk
Mr. B. Knowles
Mr. R. Appleyard (Temporary)
Mr. R. Hoffman
Mrs. 8.. Richtik & Mrs. M. Sidwall (Temporary)

Russell Casselman's daughter Edna writes, "When the
Eriksdale Creamery came up for sale, my father bought
it. We moved to Eriksdale in 1923." (See Casselman fam-

ilY)'

In an old ledger found at the creamery it is written,
"Mr. Casselman died at Eriksdale, May 31, 1941 at 1:40
p.m."
Lee Gamble from Eastern Canada while at the Mani-

toba Agriculture College (later became the University
of Manitoba) met Mr. Russell Casselman and conse-
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The House of a Deal that ís
Al*'a5'5 Four Square

Eriksdale
Creamery
s ER v I CE
.!
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WEIGHT
Insure again5t

povert]'in old

age by increasing

-your dairy herd with cos's that
are producers.

Consult the proprietor as to the care of
your cream, by up-to-date methotls
thus enabling you to get the
tip - top prices.

Gettíng the wood ín each morning,
lvan Casselman & Bob Williams

R. CASSELMAN

quently was hired as a butter maker in the Eriksdale
Creamery (1926-27). He worked there for two and a half
years. Lee left Eriksdale

Proprietor

in 1930. (See Lee Gamble).

Dan Mc Fadyen who arrived in Eriksdale in 1927
cream grader took a course in butter making

in

as a

1929.

Busíness ad for creamery (193O)
He then worked in Winnipeg and Winkler, returning to
Eriksdale to work for Mr. Cassleman as a butter maker.
He said that Mr. Cassleman treated him like a prince.
Ivan Casselman became the owner after the death of
his father in 1941. His name appears on the tax roll until

r*
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Dan McFadyen, lvan Casselman, Tony Antonius
& Len Heroux
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Eriksdale Creamery (l 946)
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In

1948 McFadyen (Dan)and Halldorson (Chris)

1951 Eriksdale Creamery and Locker

tice and has been at work ever since. The only years he
missed were during the war while he was in the RCAF.

Limited is listed. A locker plant and meat cutting business was established in Eriksdale by 1950.

He returned in 1946 and has been managing the creamery for mariy years. It was at fìrst privately owned. How-

1946-47.

are listed and

by

ever, in 1951 agroup oflocal people decided to form a
company as increasing pressure from larger companies
was steadily reducing the number of smaller creameries
that dotted the Interlake. Eriksdale Creamery has won
many awards for its product and local people were reluctant to see the plant closed. The formation of the company saved the creamery. Although direct local milk
deliveries are now (early 1980's) less than half of what
they once were, the plant also finishes butter shipped to
Eriksdale by creameries at Inwood, St. Claude, Neepawa
and other points (this included Lunda¡ and Ashern). This
butter arrives in huge blocks thatweigh about 56 pounds.
The total production is over 700,000 pounds per year. A
printing machine turns out beautifully wrapped butter.
While some product is sold at the local level, lot of it
goes to IGA or Swifts and is sold under their label."
As times changed and less cream was produced Ben
Gibbings switched the business to a butter cutting facility supplying a number of large retailers. Bulk butter was
purchased from other countries such as USA, Australia,
New Zealand, Sweden and lreland. In 1984 he retired
and sold the plant.
A payroll book listing employees from 1930-75 can
be found in the Museum Archives.
In 1984 when Kent Bjornson became owner manager
he absorbed a cream truck route once serviced by his
dad's creamery at Fraserwood. It included Fisher Brarich,
Hodgson, and Broad Valley. Other routes still active were
Scotch Bay and La Fontaine areas. This route included
the Lundar area after the Lundar creamery closed.
Lynn Murphy worked at the creamery in 1968 and
was the cre¿un truck driver until closure in 1990.

Ben Gíbbings wíns
Manitoba Daíry Conventíon Award ('1956)

In

1958-59 the Eriksdale Creamery opened

branch locker plant at Moosehorn.

In

up

a

1963 the

Moosehorn plant expanded to include a meat and grocery store. Dan McFadyen's interest became concentrated on that. Dan remained associated with the Creamery until he was bought out by Mr. Gibbings in 1969.

The building has been

it

closed. In
1994 the Museum Board

vacant since

purchased the creamery
with the idea of making it
into a creamery museum.
In 1995 it became a Municipal Heritage Building

Ben Gibbings & Barry McFadyen

packing butter ('1960)

In an article Erilcsdale Crearnery turns out |st. grade buttnwnttenin about 1982-83, Mr. T, L Gibbings says "That
he joined the staff at the creamery in 1940 as an appren-

and is under the ca¡e of the

Museum board. It is now
in the process of restoration and preservation.

t75

Eriksdale Creamery,
weigh scales & mícrowave tower to the left

were not known. For a breeding bull, the Kaa¡tinens
traded bull calves with neighbors. Heifers were kept for
replacements and steers were sold at the age of three
years in Winnipeg.

The Gream Cheque &
Bringing in the Gows
Back then there was no real need to go to town, because
the cream truck hauled the cream twice a week in the

Hauling Cream in the Fiftys
Water, Mud & Snow

summer and once in the winter. They would deliver the
cream, pick up your cheque, deliver your groceries and
mail, even get parts fixed if needed. The change from
the cheque was always in the bottom of the cream can.
In many households the cream cheque was the only
source of actual cash and was used to buy everything

by
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truck on the routes.
I was told this would be my job so thinking I knew
everything about driving I started in early May. The
weather was beautiful for a month, I think it was around
June 14th it started to rain and I don't think it quit until
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Mulvihill, Camper and south to Eriksdale; and once a
week to Abbeville, La Fontaine, Deerhorn , Helendale
and Parkview. From October to May the above three
routes were only picked up once a week.
I know the drivers that hauled in the 30s and 40s with
Model A one quarter ton trucks had it probably worse
but this is an account of my experiences as a third gen-
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a half routes; twice a week to Overton,

Pebble Beach and Oatfield combined; twice a week to
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1953 for

the third time. At this time a lot of the older cream truck
drivers were quitting so the creamery had to put its own
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CREAM STATEMENT
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Art Dowsett

I started working at the Eriksdale Creamery in

from groceries to machinery.
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eration cream truck driver.
On route to Overton, Pebble Beach, I would leave
Mulvihill at 3:30 to 4 am. knowing when I left I would
be stuck at least four times that morning. For weeks at a
time there was nothing but mud holes. I believe that I
was pulled out of the mud holes by every kind of vehi-

Cream Statements from 1933 & 1962
Before you could get the cheque you had to have the
cream and that meant cows had to be milked. Very of-

ten going to hunt cows was not such a simple task, the
home quarter was fenced, but the rest of the land up
north was open for the cows to roam. There were no
herd laws. The cows were kept in the night pasture and
let out to graze after morning milking. Frank Kaa¡tinen
recalls the hard task to get fifteen cows in the evening.

cle, however, the best and most reliable were the horses.

In those days the people were good about getting up
and pulling me out of mud holes, plus feeding me. In
some places where it was real bad I had to unload the
cans of cream and get the truck pulled out and then carry
the cans to the truck through slop and water. The mosquitos were so thick you were eating them.
There w¿ùs one thing I reaþ hated about this job and
that was pulling eight gallon cans full of cream out of
wells. This is the only cool place people had to keep the
cream sweet. A full eight gallon would weigh 105 pounds
and to pull that up on a slippery wet rope was something especially when there was about three to four cans
at a stop. On this route I had thirty four places to go to
and most places had a least two gates which had to be
opened and closed when you went through them. Most

First he would catch the horse, then listen for cow bells.

On a windy day he couldn't hear them. He travelled
two or three miles one way in solid bush, unlil he came
to the meadows where the cows grazed.If the wind was
from the north, the cows would travel farther, but if he
was lucky alrtl i[ was froru the south, they would be closer
to home.
The cows weren't holsteins; only scrub cows. No one
had purebreds then. Come spring the cows were looking thin, since they had been fed only wild hay all winter. In those days, cows were never really sick and scours
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days I would get into Eriksdale about B:30 - 9 am.
I also hauled grocery's out for these cream shippers,
so when

I

got to town

I

had to take the orders to the

stores and while we unloaded the cream at the creamery

and then weighed each can and placed in order the way
they were weighed and then sampled and graded. When
this was done the cans were dumped into vats. Then we
steamed, washed and dried them and put them back on

the truck. We would return to the stores with the clean
cans and the store keepers packed the grocery's in them.
During the day each can would be handled eight to
ten times. The Overton route there would be any where
form fifty to sixty-five cans a trip. Mulvihill and Deerhorn
about thirty-five to forty- five cans a trip.
When all this was done back to the farms with the
cans and groceries. The days were about 13 to 14 hours
long on a good day.
The Mulvihill and Deerhorn routes weren't as long.
I'd start about 6 a m. and finish around 5 p.m.
In the winter travel was good as long as it didn't snow!
What a laugh. One good thing was in those days all the
bush wasn't cut down so in many places there were trails
cut through the bush, as snow ploughs weren't so plentiful.
I remember one time the road was blocked from Gus
Mackus' corner to Pebble Beach school which was a mile.
It took Sigmar Sigfusson with the snow plough and Alex

Credít Union Buílding,
Craig Hughson, manager (l gg6)
member Board was elected on April 4, L972 to spearhead the effort to establish the new Credit Union. This
provisional board consisted of Gordon Smith, Ben
Gibbings, James Forsyth, Victor Bazinet, Raymond
Duncan, Arthur Dowsett, Lucy Lindell, Lawrence
Whitney, Reginald Henrotte and Bill Smith. Their application for a Charter was approved and onJuly 4,1972
Eriksdale Credit Union was opened for business in the
rear of the old Municipal Office. The construction of a
new office building had already begun and on August B,
1972, just 4 I/2 months after their first organizational
meeting, they moved into the new premises on Railway
Avenue, the same location it occupies today. The total
cost of the new credit union building, equipment including safety deposit boxes, and vault door and land was

Miller with a D7 Cat two days to open it. This was the
winter of 1955-56. In those days no one got to excited,
when the roads were open you went.
I hauled cream from May of 1953-1961.
Editors Note: Cream truck hauling slowed down in the
1960's and ended sometime in the early 1990's. Production in cream slowed, roads improved and farmers acquired modes of transportation making it more convenient for them to drive in there own cream.

$zs,so7.+7.

Bill Smith who had retired from the transfer business,
volunteered to act as manager for a period of one year at
no cost to the Credit Union. PatriciaJuniper, the first
paid employee, handled all day to day member transactions. In October 1972, Earl McKellar volunteered his
services to help with the increasing work load, also at no

Eriksdale Credit Union Limited
During the late 1960's and early 1970's, people in the
Eriksdale area were becoming increasingly unhappy with

In April

Alice Harley was hired to help with
the increasing workload. InJuly 1973 PatriciaJuniper
and Alice Harley resigned and Louise Chetyrbok was
hired as well as Margaret Smith who agreed to help out
until someone else could be found. In August, Bill Smith
cost.

being required to travel outside the area in order to obtain banking services. They made requests to chartered
banks, only to be told there was not sufficient business
in the area to support a branch office. Being made aware
of the situation by the frustrated Eriksdale Citizens, MLA
Bill Uruski suggested they consider starting there own
Credit Union. In early 1972 the project committee followed up on Uruski's suggestion. A provisional ten

1973

resigned as he had served for more than the original year

he had promised, On September 1, 1973, Craig and
Laurette Hughson were hired, Craig to act as manager
and Laurette to oversee the operations of the Credit
Union on a temþorary basis. (She retired in 1992). Louise
177

employees and assets of 25.5 million dollars.
Eriksdale Credit Union has continued to flourish and
at present provides a full range of services to a trading

area ranging from Gypsumville to St. Laurent. As of
November 30, 1995 Eriksdale Credit Union employs 34
people and has total assets of 37.5 million dollars.

The present Board of Directors include Dave
Mclelland, Keith Lundale,Janice Lowry, Hilding Olson,
Greg Meisner, Merle Day, Ross Gumbrill, Janice
Anderson and Kevin Mclntosh.

Ret Hughson (assistant manager)
Chetyrbok and Craig Hughson continue to work for the
Credit Union (December 1995).
The total assets on September 1, 1973 were $570,000.
The new Credit Union continued to grow and prosper
and in March 1977, Moosehorn Credit Union merged

with Eriksdale Credit Union and became a branch offìce. Prior to the merger assets totalled 2.3 million dollars.

In

1982 the original Eriksdale office was expanded to

double its size to accommodate a growing staff of six
(eleven including Moosehorn branch). Total assets were
9

Flook's 'The Old Barn'welcomes people
to Eriksdale

milliou dollars.

-¿-

This property was originally owned by the Co-op.

It

was the home of the first Creamery. Mr. Flook, who was

a veterinarian, later became the owner. He kept race
horses in a barn, Flook\ Barq which still stands on the

property today. Mr. Flook sold this property to W.A.B
Smith who operated a garage. The land is now owned
by the Credit Union. The lot is used for parking. Flookl
Bamhas been painted byJarmo Sinisalo with murals on
three sides, at the request of the Credit LJnion, to enhance the building. The first was unveiled December
10, 1994 by Gordon Smith who was member numbn one
at the Credit Union. The last, The End of The Rainbow,
was unveiled during Homesteader Days in the summer of

Eriksdale Credit Uníon,
Jim willetts & Ruth Lindell (customers)

1995.

Following repeated requests and petitions from people in the Ashern area, it was decided to open a branch

there. On October l, 1991, the Ashern branch was
opened in a rented building on the north side of Main
Street. At that time the Credit Union had twenty-three
t78

We bought a half ton truck in 1938 and were able to
pull a four wheel trailer with it, allowing us to deliver
larger quantities than before. In 1941 we purchased a
three quarter ton truck with an eight foot box and in
1942 we bought a used three ton truck with a 12 foot

History of Gordon K. Smith &
Sons Ltd.
Lumber & Building Supplies
by Gordon K. Smith

box.

While working as a clerk for the Eriksdale Thading Co.
Dad, AJ. Smith, decided to start Eriksdale's first lumber
yard. In 1915, and on the present site, Dad built his first
office. It is also significant that, in 1915, Dad became an
agent for Imperial Oil, the only agency on the line between Winnipeg and Gypsumville.
A second lumber yard, Galvin's, opened up in Eriksdale. Since there was not enough business for both yards
Dad bought Galvin's out in 1920.
George Hughes was employed by Dad for a few years.
George was a very good carpenter and he made caskets
from special 14 foot boards Dad would order for him.
Dad had to let George go in 1929. It was the beginning
of the Great Depression and business was at a stand still.
I was 14 years old that year and I would come in after
school and on Saturdays to help Dad.
The double decked shed, still in use today, was built
by George Langtved in 1933. Itwas still depression years
and Mrs. Goodridge, who lived across the street, said to
me "What do you think you are doing when times are so
poor?" Dad had faith in people, in economic recovery,
but most of all in himself.
When I was 12 I had to help hand pump the oil from
the railway tank cars into a big storage tank. Then we
pumped the oil from the storage tank to fill barrels. This
was measured by weight - a barrel weighed from 85 to
BB pounds. We painted the barrels red on the sides, white
on the top and stencilled the contents on top.
Since no one had money in the 1930's we took grain
on trade. We hauled the grain home, crushed it at Andre's
Blacksmith Shop, put it in 100 pound bags, then sold it

G.K. Smith',s Office ('1972)
During the hard times Dad helped many people by
trusting them and giving the items on credit until they
could pay. Today people still come up to me and say, "If
it hadn't been for your dad I wouldn't have been able to
carry on."

Until

1940 the business operated under the name r4rl

Smithbutthat year it was changedto AJ. Srnith and Son.
Dad took me in as his partner but I did not take over the
business from Dad until 18 years later in 1958.
HazenJeffers, who worked for us for 37 years from
1946 to 1983, was in the offìce helping Dad so I took out
a contract to build a school one half mile east of Fairford
in 1952. In 1955 I again contracted to build a combined
two room school and teacherage at Lake St. Martin and
in 1957 I built a one room school three miles east of
Fairford. Eddie Lindell was the carpenter for all three

1935 we bought a half ton truck which would carry

It could pull

for sale. It had

paid in full.

bushel,

five barrels of oil.

1931 we had a new bike

one could afford it. One Sunday Jim Walker from
Sharpewood, asked me to ask Dad ifJim could buy it at
fìve dollars per month. This was the fìve dollars the government paid Jim for working on a farm - his entire
monthly earnings. Dad let him have the bike andJim
kept his word. I can still see the blue Bank of Montreal
cheque thatJim so faithfully gave us until the bike was

for chicken and pig feed. With all this manual lifting,
bagging, weighing and loading we made ten cents a
In

In

been in the window for a year with a price tag of $27. No

a two wheel trailer be-

hind which held three barrels. Now I could deliver eight
barrels at a time. The roads, such as they were, were not
plowed in winter and travelling was not easy. I recall
that in 1933 we had seven months of winter - no one

schools.

My son Ray completed a business course in Winnipeg, and in 1959 at the age of 19 came to work in the

turned a wheel from October eighth until the end of

April.
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office. Two years later my second son, Lorne, came to
work. He was 18 years old.
I changed the business name to G.K. Smith in 1963.
In 1965 we formed a limited company under the present
name Gordon K. Smith €ì Sons Ltd.

Lumberyard
three ton truck with a 16 foot box and one tandem truck

Oíl house, tanks & boxcars of lumber (19e3)

with

a 20 foot box. We haul and

deliver our own goods.

The roads now are in good condition with highways
paved, side roads graded and gravelled as well as being
maintained all year round. We use a Black and Decker
saw to rip lumber, etc. and fork lift units eliminate many
hours of back breaking work.

During the years mechanization improved our delivery service as well as reducing manual labor. In 1953 we
had a three ton truck with a 12 foot box. We could not
use it for lumber delivery and to haul 2l barrels of oil as
it was equipped with a pump-out system. Almost 20 years
later in 1974,we were using a truck with a 20 foot deck.
We made our first major change to our office and

building in 1972. We changed the whole facade, put a
basement underneath and hooked up with the sewer.
Alterations were again made in 1979 when we added
700 square feet to the west side of the store, our stock
expanding to carpets, a variety of wall-boards and all
that goes with modern construction.
On March I, 1975 we joined a buying group called
Chimo. That same year my son-inJawJohn Boychuk,
came to work for us. Through the years we did business
with lumber wholesalers and boughtmostly car load lots.

Mike Jeffers, Bill Watson, Wayne Blue & David
lves wíth loaded outgoing trucks ('1987)

Mr Lumberman of the Year,
Ray, Gordon & Lorne Smith (1989)

Beginning in 1980 I gradually retired out of taking
active part in the business and let Ray and Lorne take
over. HazenJeffers retired in 1983. The business has
expanded to employ eight people full time and three to

A second shed was built in 1983 on property near our
original storage lot, and in 1984 we joined another buying groupr Tim-Br-Mart. Our items of stock today are
vastþ different from what we carried in the early days.
Coal, grain, flour and horseshoes have long given way

four part-time. We use two three-quarter ton trucks, one

to arborites, laminates, wall boards and carpets.
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rate. The computer will also be used to produce monthly
statements later. A new offìce has been added beside the

main offìce in the store.

In

1995 a new logo was introduced to help bring recognition to the firm. Also, in 1995,

24 year employee Lavern Murphy left the firm and
moved to Steep Rock. We have been fortunate to have
had and still have good, capable people in our employ
over the years to serve our customers so well.
After 80 years, with the fourth generation - my grandson Brian - in the office, I look back on a life in the retail
I

In

lumber business as being interesting, challenging and
rewarding. It was satisfying to serve our community to
the best of our ability. My hope is that the business, Gordon K. Smith & Sons, continues to thrive and prosper
with the same good service, respect and integrity that
Dad gave to the lumber business in Manitoba's Inter-

990

1939 price list indicates that 50 years later the price

of the same lumber had increased ten-fold. Now there
are more people, more construction is taking place and
there is significantly more money.
In September 1988 we terminated our 73year agency
with Imperial Oil Ltd. For me it was the end of an era;

lake.

Bill's Confectionery
Bob's Variety

one that my dad had started and I felt badly to see it go.

It was the logical thing to do since it was no longer a
viable operation. Time changes many things. The business continues to sell gas at the retail level as an
unbranded dealer.

This business was located on lot 2-block 2-plan 408. It
was located on a lot next to The Malmberg Hotel in 1919.
We know that Chris Laird had a Confectionery Business on this site by 1920.In 1922 & 23 he was listed as
the toll agent for the telephone. Prior to that in 1921
J.B.(Brian) Connelly is listed as the telephone agent. It is
believed that B. Connelly owned this building before
and during the time that Chris Laird had a tea room and
confectionery in front, and Amos Heroux kept a Barber
Shop and Pool Room behind in the same building. On
the 1930 tax rollJ. B Connelly,William Goodrige and
Amos Heroux all paid taxes and\or business taxes on

In 1940 only B. Connelly and William
Gooodridge's names appear and by 1943 William

this site.

Goodridge seemed to be the sole owner.
WilliamJr. started Bill's Confectionery in 1925. Later
it became the bus depot. He married Edith Palmer, on
July 18, 1930. Bill and Edith operated their store for 42
years. In the beginning they sold lunches, sandwiches,

pastries and ice- cream sundaes and floats. Elsie
Goodridge, wife of Bill's nephew Bruce, worked at Bill's
Confectionery in the mid 60's until Bill retired and sold
the store in 1970.
Bob and Pauline Lundale purchased Bill Goodridge's
store in May, 1970. "In the years to follow we put our
own stamp on the business. Many changes took place,
from new layouts counters and coolers to increasing the
product lines for the customers Bill enjoyed.

Kerry Kollman, Mike Jeffers, Dean Anderson,
John Boychuk, Lavern Murphy, Bill Watson.
Brian, Gordon, Lorne & Ray Smíth
The company, at present, is bringing itself into the
computer era, by purchasing a personal computer to help
prepare the same accurate estimates but at a much faster
181

Lucky Dollar Store
worked part-time for us joined us full-time to help manage the operation.
In the subsequent years we enjoyed continued growth
with some small changes to our service and product lines.
In 1983 we took a major step forward by adding 2500
sq. ft. With this came exciting times. We installcd new
walk-in coolers and freezers. But our biggest task was
the addition of an In-store Bakery.It has been a major
success and continues to perform well today.

In
1.

*,vzq

share holder.

.'&

We continued through the 1980's with continued
growth and success. Our many staff members who
worked hard over the years for us contributed, bringing
that commitment of service to our valued customers.

Faíth Goodridge ín front of her Dad's store
'B

íll's

Con fectíon

ery'

liquor vendor licence and in
June of 1973 sold the first legalbottle of hard liquor in

In

1984 Keith took over as manager and minority

1972 we applied for a

Many small changes appeared through the 1980's. We

continued to make these changes to improve the way
we delivered our products to our customers.
By late 1987 I had decided to wind down my involvement within the business and let our son Keith assume

Eriksdale."
The vendor became very popular with the local people during and after business hours as we experienced
our fìrst robbery (one of five over the four years). The
thieves in that first robbery were never caught.

control.
However any plans were setback as our family expe-

We continued to operate the business successfully as
Bob\ Variety until 1974 at which time we closed it down
and consolidated it with the Red and White store which
we had purchased in 1973. The property was sold to Larry
and PatJuniper the hotel owners at that time.

Shop Easy
I purchased the Red and White store with partnerJohn Blandford fromJ. L. Whitney.
We operated the new enterprise as Eriludale Lucþ

In

1973,

Dollar. The partnership was dissolved in 1974 at which
time I purchasedJohn's Share arid became sole owner
with my wife Paullne at my side.
We wound down Bob's Variety in 1974 taking the in-

ventory and consolidating the two business. We sold
the property (Bob's Variety) and building to the hotel
owner, Larry and PatJuniper.
ln 1975 after graduation our son Keith who had

Keith & Bob Lundale (1989)
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rienced a very low time in our lives. InJuly 1988, Keith

represents the third generation of Lundales in the store

was diagnosed with cancer of the lymph nodes and stom-

business. Sam Lundale, my father, started his business

ach. The take-over was put on hold.

in

1950 purchasing the Muluihill Iiading from Mr. S.
Migilovsky and operated it till his death inJanuary 1966."

After a year of therapy Keith returned to work fulltime. At that time his wife, Debbie (Squires), also came

The First Hotel

to work full-time to run the bakery. By 1989 with our
lives back to normal Keith and Debbie purchased the
remaining shares of R. Lundale Ltd.
Keith Lundah: "In 1990, Debbie and I did major reno-

The Eriksdale Hotel has always been on the same site.
The original building burned in October 1920. Itwas set
back a bit from the corner and was quite elegant looking
with an upper and lower balcony on the north and west
sides, It was operated byJ.W.Malmberg.

vations to the back end of the store. We remodeled our
bakery into a more efficient facility by putting in refrigerated show cases and bulk bins. Cupboards were made
and installed to finish off the whole operation. Our meat
department also took on a more modern change by
making it self serve and also adding a deli section to our
store.

The 1990's brought new technology in a big way.
Computers were the way to the future. In order to continue to grow we felt we had to change with the times.
We purchased two new tills and scanners. For the new
system we needed new check-outs so with the help of
our local contractor, A. Rushforth, we installed a whole
new front end. With the new scanners our customers
could enjoy an itemized cash register receipt and improved accuracy and efficiency. Our scanners were the
first of its kind to be in use down Hwy.#6.
Life went on as usual. Then in 1993, we decided to

lst

left), long low building,
Eriksdale Tradíng, Eríksdale Hotel (with Balconies)
Hallson's lmplement store, Maddin's store, the
Butcher Shop, Stephenson's store, St. John's
Chuch, Station (on ríght).
ln the background, Orange Hall & Manitoba
House, rooftops of livery barn & A.J. Smíth's,
Chris Laird's confectionery next to hotel (c.l9l5)

respond to another change in the times, This time in
order to help our customers we expanded our advertising program. Our name changed to Tom Boy Foods and
we sent out full color weekly flyers. That only lasted a

The Present Hotel
The present building was built shortly after the first one
burned. It is not certain who built the second hotel, but
we do know that it was run by a Mrs. Smith in 1931 and
that she married the station agent Tom Moorbey.
The tax roll shows that it was owned by L.E. & SJ.
Richardson from 1940-1949. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson
(Louie & Minnie) ran the hotel until they retired. Sid

year as our corporate parlner decided to restructure their

independent names and we became Shop Easy Foods.
With that came all the remarks on what we were go-

ing to be named next month! But no matter what the
sign at the top of our store says we still get calls asking

Co-op store(extreme

if

they've reached Bob\ and we still say, "Yes you have,
can we help you?"

The last few years haven't seen too many changes in
the operation of the store. Bob still comes in most morn-

ings to do års papers and always leaves us all with a few
words of his wisdom to help us through the day!

Through the years we've enjoyed employing many
fine people that have helped us reach the success that
we have today. It's always nice when they come back for
a visit or just to say Hi. We thank them for their effort
and support.
Bob Lundale:

"Keith's ownership of the

Present Hotel built

Shop Easy Foods
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ín l92l

native men in about 1956.
Arnold Blue who was working for Pete Chyzzy n 1959
remembers that he drove Pete's new green 1958 Ford
car around to bring people in to vote for the change to

Goodrige, who had worked there for the Richardsons
for many years, took over as manager for the latter part
of this time period.

mixed drinking. The vote was positive. However, it
wasn'tuntil 1962 thatthe parlourbecame amixed drinking establishment and wine was added to the menu. With
the change came new ownership. Metro and Francis
Bodykevich and Tony and Olga Klimchak operated it as
a family business, as Metro and Olga were brother and
sister. Tony a carpenter, made the necessary changes such

more space. They remained
in Briksdale for the next ten years running the business
and bringing up their families. In talking to Fra¡rcis she
remarked that they really enjoyed their time in Eriksdale which they remember as being a closely knit community. They have fond memories of their time spent
here and their children still like small communities. Both
families moved to Winnipeg where they remain today.
as an extra washroom and

Ownership ftom

L972 - 96 has been as follows:

Walter Goran: L972 - 74.

Larry and PatJuniper: 1974 -78
Lorne and Lynn Boss:July 1978 - September 1985.
Jerry and Lorna Meilleur: Septemberl985-March 1991
Lorne and Lynn Boss: April 1991-October 1994.
Ron and son Greig McGrath: Nov. 1994 -March 1996'

Lorne and Lynn Boss:April 1996
Today the coffee shop is an active spot in the mornings and at lunch time and the parlour is busy most evenings. The renting of rooms is still carried out but on a
very limited base. The washrooms are still down the hall

Lewís & Min Ríchardson, Sid Goodridge
ín front of Hotel (c.194Os)

and only one washroom has a bathtub. Living quarters
have been made upstairs reducing the number of rooms
available from 12 to 5.

The 1950 tax roll showsJulian Kalden and he is remembered as a big man who was very pleasant'
In 1951 the Chyzzy family became the owners. They
were brothers Bill and Pete.
It has seen a numbcr of changes on the inside. The

O. Hallson Implement Store\
O. Hallson General Store

outward appearance hasn't changed a great deal.
At first the hotel was a dry hotel with rooms to let and
lunches and meals served. In the 1930's vendor was sold.
Some remember that there was a favorite room upstairs

Mr. Hallson had his first store built atFourth Siding, and
it opened on December 17, 1910. It was located on Railroad Avenue in the south end of town.
The lumber for the house arrived on the first train

that some guys would gather to drink. An addition to

into Eriksdale, and the house was completed in May 1911.
The house was situated behind the second store located
on Lot 23 Block 2-plan 408 which was an implement
shop later known as the O. Hallson General Store. Mr.
Hallson sold the first store when the Lake Manitoba Tfad-

the south end became

a

beer parlour for men only in the

early forties, when the Richardson's purchased the hotel. Both Ashern and Camper had beer parlour's before
Eriksdale. The Eriksdale Parlour was allowed to serve
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Hallson's lmplement Store
ing Store opened in

1911.

After operating the implement business for awhile,
Mr. Hallson rented the building to S.D.B. Stephanson
who opened a general store and hired Mr. Hallson to

i

work for him, When the Stephansons retired and moved
to the coast, Mr. Hallson purchased the stock and continued to operate the store for many years. Many of the
fixtures from that store are housed in the Eriksdale Museum, the most prominent of which is the big store counter with its glass fronted drawers and display cases.
Hallur took over the Hallson General Store when his
father retired in 1953 änd operated the store until the
1960's. Now, the Co-op Store is on this site.

F
¡¿
il
John Forsyth,
butcher (l I'l I )

John Lindell
butcher 1947-1972

slaughterhouse on the outskirts of town. Veal calves were
butchered there and leftwith the hide on and shipped to
Winnipeg by train. Hogs were butchered and put in a
large vat of hot water to facilitate the removal of the hair.
There was a meat chopper in the rear room of the butcher
shop which was run by a stationary gas engine. The engine was exhausted through the wall and was connected
to the grinder by a belt. The grinder had an oval bowl
which rotated by means of gears. At the same time two

The Eriksdale Butcher Shop
Johnny Forsyth, who homesteaded one half mile north
of Clydebank school, opened his butcher shop on Railway Ave. in Eriksdale in 1911. He had served his apprenticeship in Glasgow, Scotland and had come to
Canada to start a new life, like many others of his nationality. There was a cooler in the butcher shop, with

curved knives rotated to chop the meat into sausage material. Spices, etc., were added to the mix along the way
and when the grinding was done, the mixture was fed
into a spout on which sausage casing had been installed.
It was the operator's job to twist the coils of sausage to
form a string ofrecognizable and attractive sausages for
sale. Meat was shipped north on the train on a regular
basis. It was not uncommon to see the butcher rushing

an ice compartment above it. The ice was cut every year,

mostly on Swan Lake. It was packed in sawdust to keep
it from melting. Each ice block was usually about a two
ft. cube, and when more ice was needed, it was hauled
in with ice tongs on a wooden chute. It was then wrestled onto a wooden platform and raised by a rope windlass up to the opening to the ice compartment. Then it
was pushed in and arranged on a slatted wooden base
and left to melt slowly to keep the room chilled. Sawdust was kept on the floor behind the counter, presumably to keep the place clean of all scraps and drippings
of blood. There was a smoke house at the rear of the
shop to cure meat, and all hams, bacon and other cured
meat were processed there. The preferred wood for the
smokehouse was oak. All the butchering was done at a

to meet the train with a quarter of beef on his shoulder.
Meat was shipped to Steep Rock, Gypsumville and
Scholfield Bros. at Spearhill, among others. The train

crew often left their orders for meat on the way north to
be picked up on the way back south.

Some of the people who worked in the shop for
Johnny (he was often away, buying cattle or on other
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business) were Bill Sessions, Guy Murray, Mr. Styan, and

Alec Sigurdson, The shop was closed during the war
years and was sold toJohn Lindell, a returned veteran
after the war. John carried on the butcher business for
many years and was also famed for his cured meats. So
Johnny the Butcher was replaced byJohnny the Butcher
l"o keep the tladition going strong!

Maddin's Store
Maddin's store was opened in 1919. ln MOD there is a
picture of the invitation to the opening. It read "Dance

MADDIN'S NEWSTORE on Friday, Feb.
28, 1919 at 8 p m. sharp, Music from thc City, Good
Supper. Everyone Welcome. ADMISSION FRBE". One
would assume this dance was held before the stock was
to be held in

acquired.

Herb Berg writes that he returned in the spring of
1919 and worked a year for Mr. Lou Maddin. He also
states he worked a year for the Lundar Trading Co. which
had bought out the Manitoba Tiading Co. and he left
Eriksdale in 1923.

Almond & Son
Mr. George Almond managed the second co-op store in
early l9I7 for approximately two months. Almond & Son
was once the Maddin Store. It stood empty for several

Ruth Lindell ín front of Meat Market

years and then became the Memorial Community Center

Meat Market & Butcher Shop

in

1946.

John and Ruth Lindell operated abutcher shop and meat

S.D.B. Stephanson

market on this same location from 1947 to 1972. Bill
Watson remembers, as a child, alway receiving a Dixie
Cup and little wooden spoon from Ruth whenever his

Mr. S.D.B. Stephanson had a General Merchants Store
on lot 21, block 2 of plan 408. This is now the new Coop Hardware Store. On the tax rolls from 1930 (our earliest consecutive records) he is listed as the owner. There

parents went there for business. As a young bride, Donna

Smith, remember purchasing round steak and also receiving instructions on how to prepare and cook it. A
service much appreciated and not often offered in to-

are still a few of his complimentary plates around. One
such plate is found in the Museum.

The 1940 record showsJohn A. Forlong was owner
of this property. On the 1920 tax roll this property is
listed as Mulvihill Trad, Co. Ltd. Store. Also the Maddin
Bros. was listed with a line drawn through. We know
that the Maddins opened a new store in 1919 so perhaps
this was their old store. By 1945 the Manitoba Co-op
Poultry Marketing Assoc. was paying the taxes.

day's supermarkets.

Sharpe's Store
Mr. John Sharpe built the first store at Eriksdale in the
fall of 1909. It was located at the south end of town on

property that later became the site of W.A.B. Smith's

Video King

Garage.

This store burned in 1912 and he rebuilt on a new site

This business was started in June 1990. The building,
which was once the butcher shop, is owned by Judy
Kehler. She manages the Video King movie.rental busi-

where the New Horizons now sits. In 1915 he built a
house behind it now owned by Robert Lundale which
at one time housed the Municipal and Lakeshore School
Offices. He had a beautiful stone wall built from his store

ness.
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to the Standard Bank on the corner to the front of the
house. He was the first postmaster and remained so un-

til about 1928.
He sold the store to Lyman and Leonard Heroux in
1946. Later the store had the dealership for Massey Harris

Machinery (later called Massey Fergusson). Operating
as

Heroux Brothers, they also purchasedJune grass seed

for Brett Young Seeds out of Winnipeg. In the winter of
1956, the store burned to the ground and everything was

lost.

Chris Halldorson lnsurance
(Winnipeg)
In

lnside old Red & Whíte store,
Marg Whitney at back

1931 his ad reads Confederation Life Association.

Chris operated this company along with his garage business.

Mr. Stuart Garson
The Late Premier of MB had an officç in Mr. Sharpe's
Store where he practised law.

Herbert S. Rutherford
Mr. Rutherford's 1931 ad read, Barrister- Solicitor- Notary Public. He maintained this business until he retired.

Willetts Store/Red & White
See

Opening of new store, Whitney's Red & White

Willetts and Whitney family stories.

lnside the new Red & White

lnsíde old Red & White store, J.L. WhitneV tight)
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Barbershops, Beauty Salons
& Pool Rooms

C.F. Jeffers (Flour & Feed)

Back in the days of the earliest homesteaders it was com-

ry'

mon for a household to own a pair of hand clippers for
home haircuts, as there would be neither a barber or
money for a hair cul Some say they usually used a pair
of scissors and a bowl. This style of cut is now very popu-

lar in the mid 90's.
Eriksdale's first barbershop was set up in 1920 by
Amos Heronx in the back of Chris Laird's Confectionery located on Lot 2 of Block 2 Plan 408. It was later
Bill's Confectionery. Amos moved his business, the Barber Shop ¿urd Pool Roor¡r to property next [o his residents on Main Street in about 1940. A group of his Swedish friends got together and built the Pool room and Shop
with volunteer labour and Amos supplied the material.

Jeffer's Store

Wolf Den

in 1953. His son
Leonard cut hair in there off and on after his father's
death. In 1963 the building was torn down and Ly**
used some of the material to build a game room onto
the Blue Grass Inn. Lyman also set up the barber's chair
and pool table. He cut hair for a few years.
In the early 1950's Ena (Watson) Goodridge operated
a hairdressing business on Main Street. This was the
building that had been moved in and set between the
Hughes house and the lot where the shoemakers shop
run by Mr. Robinson once stood.
Mrs. Violet Sanford mother to Wayne Sanford operated a hair dressing business on Saturdays out of Amos
Heroux's old Barber shop from about 1956 to 1959. She
remembers if it was raining she'd hang her towels up in
the pool room which was in a room behind the barber
He operated it until his untimely death

shop. She also had a shop at Lundar which she had open

from Tuesday to Friday.
George Cherepak from Arborg operated a gunsmith
shop and barber shop combined in part of Mrs.Jeffers
old store'building in the mid 1960's for a couple of years.
George went on to excel in this profession as barber/
stylist working out of the Grain Bxchange Building in
Winnipeg where a few of his Eriksdale Customers would
frequent him for a haircut.

In

1968 after completing her course in WinnipegJants

(Weatherburn) Sigurdson set up shop in an addition
which was built onto her mother's home for that purpose. When her mother sold the house to Sanford's in
1973, Lorraine carried on with the business and gradually built up her own clientele. Janis kept a few of her

Ken Wolf & Family
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regulars customers atthe Villa and some followed her to

Diane (Sanford) Flinta fìnished her course and came

Lundar where she set up her own shop in her home
which she continues to operate today.
Wayne and Lorraine Sanford operated a Barbershop

back to Briksdale and operated her business out ofher
mother's shop until September 1991 when she set up
shop on Railway Avenue, Diane's Hair Salon,

and Beauty Salon on this location until 1986 when they

moved to their present site on Lot 3 of 4th Ave.

DÍane with customer Sandi Heroux
Several other persons did cut hair in their homes over

Sanford Barber Shop & Beauty Salon (1986.)

the years as a side line. Those remembered a¡e Lorna

Lorraine and Wayne serve their community well in
this capacity going into the Personal Care Home and
other Seniors Housing Complex's with their services for
those unable to come to them. Since April 1978 Wayne
also operates a business out of Lundar and is open part
time in both towns just as his mother once did. During
the times when we didn't have a barber many people
from the area would go to Lundar where a Mr. Bailey
and later a Mr. Tiudell were the barbers. Brian Smith
got his first haircut from Mr. Tiudell in 1968.

Brandstrom and, H. (Eddy) Erickson. Many others were
self taught and gave their families and friends hair cuts
and perms usually as a favor.

Moman, Leonard Heroux; Eileen Le Strat; Anna

Lake Manitoba Trading\
Eriksdale Trading
It

opened

in

1911 and was located where the present

Hughson Agencies now exists.

It

was owned by A.

Thudell who also owned Mulvihill Tiading. Bob Lundale

started working at the Eriksdale Trading after he was
discharged from the war, eventually becoming manager.
Eriksdale Thading burned in 1950. Later becarne the site
of the fìrst post office building.

Diane's Hair Salon
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Hughson Agencies
1975- Craig started the agency in a spare bedroom at
home.

1980- Moved to Downtown location in old Co-op
Store. (Now Co-op Hardware).
1984- Ken joined the agency.
1991- Purchased Autopac Agency from K. Rutherford.
1992-

Eríksdale Trading wíth soldier boys

Moved to present location at the corner of
Railway and Main.

The Manitoba House
& Blue Grass lnn

Lorna's Dress Shop
It was run by Lorna Anderson out of the old post offìce
building which now houses Hughson Agencies.

Jack (John) Mills & Nellie (Dllen) Täylor were married
before 1910. They were the first operators of the Mani-

Manitoba House, Manse & United Church
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toba House, the first hotel in Eriksdale, where they served

who in turn sold it to Lyman and Pearl Heroux inJuly

meals and let out rooms for travellers or boarders. It was

1960.

a large three story building located on Lot 3, Block

3

Plan 40B. The crew and passengers of the first train were

accommodated at about two in the morning. Many people lived there until their homes were ready, or if single,
all year round.

lnl ll|t fill t$l

t[!l
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Hopkins house being moved out across Swan
Lake to Eriksdale, to become the Blue Grass lnn
Lyman changed the name of the restaurant to the Blue
Grass Inn as he was activity involved in the buying, and
selling of the Kentucky Blue Grass Seed which was so
popular at this time.
In about 1963 Lyman used some of the lumber from
his father's old Pool Hall and made what they called the
game room. Here many young people enjoyed the pin
ball machines and pool table. The table had also belonged to Amos Heroux as did the barber's chair which
Lyman used to cut hair. The Heroux family also housed
many boarders over the years in the spare rooms in this

Manitoba House, Elementary School (over roof)
William Sr. & Anna (Otto) Goodrige moved to Eriksdale in 1911 and homesteaded in the Eastland district.
In the 1920s, they moved to Eriksdale where William Sr.
and Anna owned and operated the Manitoba House.
Sid andJake Goodridge worked for many years in the
Eriksdale tading Store, Later Sid worked and eventually managed the hotel on the corner.
In 1935Jack opened a cafe in the old bank building
for a few years and was night watchman in Eriksdale for

In

large home.

Jack and Nellie moved back to
Manitoba House (now only two stories) and Nellie
opened a cafe. Nellie's friendly funJoving nature made
her many friends at the cafe. Mary (Bruce )worked for
Ma i|lfills as a waitress in 1948. The Manitoba House
burned down in 1950 along with the little saddlery shop
next to it and the large Manitoba Tiading Store. It was
replaced with the former home of people by the name
of Hopkins who lived on the present farm of Kevin
Mclntosh. Mrs. Mills built an addition to the front which
some years,

4t',

Today (1996), Pearl Heroux still runs a cafe business
and it is a favorite coffee spot for many of the locals.

1946

'Shoemakers'
In

1920 a Mr. Sid Holmes owned a small shop with a

combined saddlery, music store and shoe repair busiIt was located between The Manitoba House and
Manitoba Tiading on the north side of Main Street.
Mr. Charlie Robson was a shoemaker in Eriksdale
for several years. He immigrated to Canada after WWI
from Scotland. It is not known when he came into town
and started this business but it is believed he did live
with relatives east of Eriksdale for awhile. His shop and
home was located on Main Street next to the livery barn
on properly which is now the site of the present post
office. It is believed that this building was like an office
to the livery barn and perhaps living accommodations
for stable attendants and was built around 1915.
ness.

became the restaurant. She was sadly missed by the com-

munity when a train accident caused her death in 1956.
Jack had died suddenly in 1947.
Emma and.fohn Mills ran the restaurant and lived
there until they sold it in 1959 to sisters- in - laws, Elsie
and Pauline Favell, who came here from the Fairford
area. It changed hands for a few month in 1960 and was
owned by an elderly couple, Mr. and Mrs. Grabinski,
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AAA Monumental

Orange Hall, Ena Watson's hairdressing shop
(whíte buílding), & shoemakers shop ('1955)

t:.

He lived here with his family. Charlie and his second
wife Vi (Pain) had three sons, Lloyd, Gordon and
Raymond. Charlie died in 1953 and is buried in the
Brookside Cemetery. Vi then married George King and
they lived there until about 1956 before moving to their
present site on Highway 68. The shoe shop was rented

Memorial grave-covers is a business serving Manitoba,
represented by Ralph Fuessinger. He operates his busi

to an elderly gentleman, Mr. Nicholson and unfortunately

ness out of his home.

in

in a fire which destroyed the
entire building and the building next to it which had
sometime

1957 he died

Blacksm¡ths / Livery Barns
Mr. Curity Mills operated a Blacksmith shop on property now owned by Etta Lindell. The building he used
still remains and the Black Smith Shop sign can still be
seen. (See Edwin Lindell)
2. H. Andrews Blacksmith-(5527): In the 1930-1 Business list H, Anclrew is aclvertised as general bla,cksmith,
wood sawing, and grain crushing. Look for photo of his
buildings in Scenes from yesterday. They were located
on lot 20 block 5 of plan 492 the present site of Barbe
Blue's house on lst Ave.

been a Beauty Salon.

1.

Pfaff Sewing Centre
It

was started in the early 1980's by Glen and Sandy
Heroux in the old Orange Hall, They sold fabrics and

In 1984 flyer they advertised the
Grand Opening of their
Dress Shop stating they
hadjust purchased the entire stock from Lorna's
Dress Shop; also an Ar!
Pfaff Sewing Machines.

chery Store to compliment

â

á

the Northern Interlake

which
Sunin the Eriks-

Bow Hunter Club

was practising every
day afternoon

dale gymnasium. Today

Helen's Sewing &
Such,
Freedom Enterprises

it

exists as a sewing factory, Freedom Enterprises Inc.

Helen's Sewing & Such

Livery barn & A.J. Smíth's first store

This business is new in the 1990's and is a clothing and
sewing store, It is owned and operated by Helen Bazinet
out of the old Lakeshore school division building on main
street next to Freedom Enterprises. Helen also does cake
decorating.
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GARAGES
Central Motors Eriksdale

1952-1974
Central Motors Eriksdale was started by myself, Jim
Forsyth and my brotherJohn. In the spring of 1951 after
some urging from my father, I decided to start a garage
business on the empty lot opposite AJ. Smith Lumber
and Oil, on Main Street. This lot belonged to my father,
John Forsyth where he once had a garage and General
Motors agency. This building was burned along with the
old Manitoba House and the Eriksdale Tiading Store in
perhaps the biggest fire that Eriksdale ever had. My fa,

Central Motors - Art, Jim & John Forsyth

ther proceeded to build a two stall garage which he proposed to rent to me. It was a long dry fall, and since I
was working on the grader for the RM of Eriksdale, there

to 9 or 10 p.m. in order to get all the work possible. With
interruptions for snowplowing, it was a busy time but I
was lucky to haveJack Bruce there to take my place.

was little call for me to work, and I was able to help with
was

Brother John came home from the north in early
spring, and he decided that he would come in with me
as a 500/o partner. We got along very well and as business

almost impossible to dig the holes for the tanks, but we
preserved and got them dug. One of the stipulations of
our agreement was that Father could store his truck in

got better in the spring, we asked Father to build another stall on the east side. We had put almost all our
capital in equipment which stood us in good stead, We

the largest stall at night in the winter. I was still responsible for the snowplowing for the winter, so made an agree-

also put in the first car hoist on the line and it was a great
convenience as well as an attraction for customers. We
firmly believed that tools and equipment were the most
essential part of the business. Capital was hard to come
by, so we struggled along and slowly built up a stock of
fast moving parts. We were only a phone call from our
parts suppliers and the daily bus was our small parts delivery system. After a couple of years of being open from
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Sunday work too, at the instigation
ofJohn, we decided to try out opening at B a.m. and
closing at 6 p.m, This did not sit well with some of our
customers, but we found that we could accomplish just
as much, since we were not played out from the previ-

the building of the place. We were also putting in twin
gas pumps and

with the ground deeply frozen, it

ment withJack Bruce, an old experienced mechanic, to
take my place when I was on the plow.

Blue Grass lnn & Central Motors
So onJanuary L, 1952, the doors were open for

ous day.

In 1960,John bought a farm near the lake, and came
every day to work. In 1963 he wanted to go farming full
time and asked me to buy him out. The banks just
laughed at me when I asked for a loan of several thousand dollars. They said that the garage business was the
highest risk in banking. So eventually, I borrowed the
money from my Guardian Angel, AuntEmma Sigurdson
at a ridiculously low rate. John continued to come in
from the farm for several more years, but eventually left
for better paying work, and his farm work as well.

busi

At first it was very quiet, but I was busy making
I had put all my capital in
equipment, there was virtually no stock in the place. My
ness.

shelves, benches etc, Since

wonderful father-in-law, Mr.James Willetts, helped me
a lot, with building shelves and a trestle to hook the chain
hoist. A little later, he set up an accounting system for
me, which was the most valuable thing he could have
done. For the first few months I stayed open from 7 a.m.
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family story it states, "Around 1930, he (Jack Knox) sold
the livery barn and was a partner with BarneyJohnson
of Vogar in South End Motors." It was then sold to Chris

We had gone into front end alignment, and there was

a great need for another man there. Harry Granberg
came to work for me and we applied for an apprenticeship for him. He left after a year or so and went east to
Ontario. Clayton Osterbeck came to work for me but it

Halldorson who owned and operated it for several years.
He sold it to Roy Halldorson andJohnny Mills about
1950. In summer) 1937 La,rry Whitney and BudJeffers
had rented the building and operated it as a garage. Following the war BudJeffers returned to work here and
remained until about 1950 when he left to work at Gordon Motors in Selkirk. Bud was considered a very good
mechanic. About 1952 Jack Forsyth became the owner
and operated it as South End Motors.In 1958 Walter

was rather awkward since he was clriving a hus and cottlrl

only be there from 9am to 3pm. Still we got on very well
and tried our best to give good service. After a year Harry
asked for his job back and I had to accept him, I needed
a full time man and Clayton was very understanding,
Perhaps my biggest mistake was in not keeping him there
as well, but the floor space was very restricting for three
men to work. Almost all our work had to be on appointment, which was the very best way to satisfy Mostof the

Gulay's name was listed on the Tax Roll although he
never operated it as a business, In 1959 it became, -Røys
Sales and Seruiceunder the ownership and management
of Ray Grandmont and remained this way until 1990.

customers.

I had been urging Harry

to buy the place for some
time. I felt I was becoming too cranky with people that
deserved better treatment. In the spring of 1974, Harry
came to me with a proposal to buy me out. He, his father-in-law, and his brother-inlaw were going to go to-

gethcr to run thc place. So

I

sold out to them and left

them with one of the best garage businesses in the Interlake at that time. So ended my involvement with Cen-

tral Motors!
Jim Forsyth:

"fü

-y

man/, many good and loyal

cus-

tomers I would like to say Many Thanlcs."

Ray's Sa/es & Service

Today the business is still owned by Harry Granberg.

Eriksdale Motors

The building has been closed since 1990.(The above
information is a sketch of ownership done to the best of
our knowledge to date.)

This building was first built and operated by the Laird
family in the early 1900's and probably operated by Ben
Laird until they left Eriksdale in 1923.
In the business ads of 1931 it's listed as Eriksdale
Motors, Ford Sales & Service, Gas and Oils. In the Knox

Eriksdale Service Centre
<*^

Operated by Bernie Zubriski - sells used cars and parts,
has a paint shop and garage for general repairs.

Eriksdale Motors
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R&BAutoService
This is a family business run by Ross and Boyd Gumbrill.

They built a shop in 1985 and do general repairs, towing and provided new and used parts. They have built
up a very successful operation. The business is located
on the old family homestead on SW7-22-5W about three
miles NW of Eriksdale.

Smith Motors 1923-1976
This garage was operated by W A. B. Smith. (See Wm
& Mina Smith) He sold gas and was a dealer of Imperial
Oil from 1927 - 1948. His certificate sits in the Museum.

1938 PSV Chev truck - Eríksdale Transfer

In

1934, there was some fish hauled, until the roads

became impossible. AikiJohnson drove thatwinter, with
Bill Barnes. There was no snow plowing until 1946, so

when the snow got too deep you had to detour through
the fìelds until you could go no more and then trucking
had to stop until spring.
A caboose top was put on the trucks and a charcoal
heater put inside. Lots of drivers didn't know that the
fumes from the charcoal could kill you, and this led to at
least two tragedies. Thorkelson's truck had trouble in the

Mína & Bíll Smith

TRANSFERS

middle of the night at Headingly and the two men got in
the back to keep warm. They were found in the morn-

Eriksdale Transfer

ing and a Bjornson from Ashern was dead and
Thorkelson was in bad shape for a long time. Another
man was found dead in the back of his truck west of
Eriksdale.
There were many harrowing trips in the winter as well
as the summer. When there was a lot of hauling to do,
the trucks were kept going night and day. Many times

by Jim Forsyth
The Early Years
John Forsyth, my father, was an enterprising man who
was involved in many facets of the community. He was
a butcher by trade and started the fìrst butcher shop in
Eriksdale. He was a cattle buyer, a livery stable man, a
machinery agent and had a General Freight PSV that
stretched from Woodlands to Camper. He started with a
1929 Chevrolet I I/2 ton single wheel truck withJohn
Mills as driver. The starting concept was to run a triweekly schedule with express as well as other freight.
The roads were very poor and it was not unusual to get
stuck at least once on a trip to Winnipeg. As a result, the
schedule was abandoned the second year when Stan
Mills was chief driver. Stanley Dowsett also drove that
year. A lot of lambs were hauled to Winnipeg on a double deck, rigged up in the trucks.

the drivers went without sleep for 24 hours or sometimes
much longer. (See Fishing Industry).John Mills, Stanley

Mills, and youngJohn Forsyth put in many long, long
hours. Some of the drivers before the war, besides those
already mentioned were Ingi Sviestrup, Alex Doig, Ben

Dixon, Erik Hammer, George Cowdery,Jim Willetts and

Jim Forsyth.

In the days before good roads and snowplows, each
trip could be a true adventure: like going to a farm to
load pigs and finding you were alone to do this with no
chute or help; loading a full load of frozen fish from the
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ground alone with boxes weighing 200lbs.; loading cattle with only the help of the farm wife, who was sometimes much more efficient than you were; getting stuck
with a full load, and having to dump the sheep or cattle
to be chased later and reloaded after getting pulled out

years and Bob Saunders was behind the wheel for a long

by four horses; being caught in a storm and rocking the
truck and shoveling for a half mile or more; putting chains
on the rear wheels with logs through them to jump the
truck out of a stuck. Lots of fun!
In 1936, Ousi Freeman bought a Marmon-Herrington
six wheel clrive truck to haul fish, thus helping all the
other truckers in that they could follow behind on tough
roads with this truck breaking trail. Many trucks followed
Johnny Mills and this truck when they would not have
been able to go anywhere without it.
A greatvariety of loads were moved. Stock, fish, grain,
lumber, household furniture and goods, in later years
grain separators and combines. Groceries, gasoline,
horses, whole loads of "back-to-the-land people" coming into the country.
Art Forsyth recalls that one time it took them four
hours to go from Warren to Winnipeg. The ruts were a
foot deep and itwas almost impossible to get out of them
to pass anyone. He once towed the bus from Eriksdale

Tegelberg,

time.
WhenJohn Forsyth died in 1956, Art Forsyth became
the owner and carried on the business. Various people
drove for him over the years, such as Mac Miller, Wayne

Eriksdale Transfer,

In

Art Forsyth

(197O)

Art suffered a debilitating stroke and was no
longer able to work. The transfer was managed by their
son, Doug, until 1976 when it was sold to Bruce Flinta.
1971,

to Winnipeg, picking up passengers on the way and only

lost l/2 hour on the schedule!
The War Years
During the war years from 1940 until 1946, it was hard
to keep operating with a shortage of gas, tires, trucks or
even parts for repairs. There had been, and still was com-

petition from unlicensed truckers to contend with.
During this time it was hard to get drivers andJohn
Forsyth did a lot of his own driving. It is recalled that
Howard Knox drove for a time, also Fred White, Gus
Vopni, and Bob Taylor. These were very hard years, with

Eríksdale Tranfer, Doug Forsyth (1974)

poor roads, old equipment, and many shortages of parts
etc. With no records, it is not possible to relate much of

So ended 43 years of the Forsyth family's involvement
with Eriksdale Tiansfer and their attempt to try to give
good service to the community. Many people were involved and if any were missed out it is human error and
not deliberate. It is impossible to relate all the happen-

what went on during this period.

Post War Years
After the war,Jim Forsyth drove again for a short time,
and thenJohnny Forsyth for several months again. In
1947, ArtForsyth took over at the wheel. AlthoughJohn
andJim spent years in the transfer, as didJohnny Mills,
it was Art Forsyth who was to be involved for the longest time. Colin Mason, Dave Spence drove for him for a
period of time. Leo Chartrand drove for a number of

ings of this busy enterprise, but many thanks are due to
all who took part, and they will be fondly remembered.
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Eriksdale Freight Lines
In 1977-78 Bruce and Candace McKinnon purchased
Eriksdale tansfer under the name of Eriksdale Freight
Lines. They sold the business to the Kell Family in 1987,
and Bruce continues to haul fuel and freight under Bruce
McKinnon Inc.

Jack Knox (late l93Os)
elled their way through the long drifts. They stayed the
night at Oak Point Hotel and then in the morning, took
up their shovels and went at it again. Corky would get
home on Wednesday evening.

Kell's Transfer
The transfer business was sold to Ross Kell
who operates it under Eriksdale Freight Lines.

in

1995

Knox & Smith Transfer
by Helga Knox
The trucking business forty five years ago was very different from what it is today. When I met Corky he was
driving for Knox and Smith tansfer athree ton maroon
Dodge, at that time one of the biggest trucks on #6 Highway. I was working in G. & E. Cash Store in Lundar.
Reminiscing with an old friend notlong ago, he recalled
that the folks there found it strange that this big Dodge
truck had to stop for gas at G. & 8., when it was only
twelve miles from home. That was early in 1948 and it
continued to stop for gas until I succumbed to its cha¡ms
and married the driver in November 1949.
The winter of 1949-50 was very coldwith alot of snow.
Corky would start out Monday morning and spend the
day shoveling through snow drifts at every farm where
he picked up his load of livestock. By evening he would
take off for Winnipeg. The next day was spent picking
up freight in the city. By about four he would head for
home. If he was lucky he would make it, but not always.
I remember a couple of weeks in March when he only
would get as far as Oak Point the second day. There
would be a convoy of trucks a¡rd the bus. Drivers shov

First fuel ruck for hauling bulk fuel, Bill Smith
Spring wasn't much better. Then he had to contend
with the mud. Sometimes the truckwould be mired rþht

up to the hub caps, requiring tractors to pull him out.
One spring (1955 I think), the road was impassable at
Deerhorn and he had to make a detour either east or
west of Briksdale. When paved roads came ourway, there

wasn't a happier man in Manitoba than Corky Knox.
He continued driving his truck up and down Hwy. #6
until 1976 when failing health made him give it up. A
tough decision - he loved his truck.

Carpenters
Following is a list of carpenters and\or handymen who
have contributed to the industry of carpentry for our area
and a few jobs they will be remembered for:
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ANDY'S CONSTRUCTION: Andy Mikula formed
Andy's Construction and became involved in renovations and home building. He built the Sister's of St.

BDWIN LINDBLL: Edwin was considered by many
to be one of Eriksdale's finest in the 1950's until his untimely death in 1964.The first arena in 1954, Shop Easy
Store which was the new Red and White Store built for

Joseph's place , David Plantz home and his own home.
KINKEAD CONTRACTING: Fairlie Kinkead got his

J. L. Whitney, and the former Masonic Hall now home
to his son Les Lindell and the home of HazerrJeffels are
a few of his accomplishments. He also clicl contracting

ald now runs his own contracting business known as Kinkead Contracting after Williment
stalt with Frank

Construction was dissolved.

work for Gordon Smith ,building two schools, at Fairford
and Lake St. Martin. An excellent account of his work
has been written by his son Terry in the Family section

KEVIN KINKBAD: Kevin does contracting and chain
link fencing. He sta¡ted his own business in 1980 and
works with Northern Stores.
LES AND KEN LINDELL: Les and Ken, sons of Eddy
Lindell, ¿Ìre now both in the construction business. Ken
began by working for Frank Williment. He built the new
home of Dawn Le Strat. Les worked with Malcolm &
Lindell. Sometimes they work together as in 1995 when
they built Lindell Manor a seniors housing complex and
the new home of Lorne and Donna Smith.
ALLEN RUSHFORTH: Allen now runs his own business under A. Rushforth's Custom Carpentry and does
renovations and custorrr built homes. He started while
working for Tom Klement on Tom's new house in 1982.
Prior to that he had worked one summer for a couple of

of this book.

THOR SIGURDSON: Thor was a farmer who did
building as well. He was the main carpenter for the new
Arena built in 1966. He also built the motel units for the
Lundar Motor Hotel.
SIDNEY RUSHFORTH: Sid afarmer was also ahandy
man carpenter who worked on his own or with others.
He worked with Thor Sigurdosn on the construction of
the new Arena in 1966. Sid loved to make furniture as a
hobby in later years.

DAVID KAARTINBN: David did carpentry work in
the area and in Winnipeg. His son, Brian, builtthe present

home of Mr. Roy Hertzog on 4th Ave.
FRANK MALPAS: Frank was another self taught carpenter who did some of his fìrst major jobs such as Lamb's
barn, Lorne Smith's first house and the New Horizons
in the 1960's.and countless other repair jobs since.

weeks with his uncle Sid Rushforth. He is self taught and
agrees he has picked up on a family trait.

Heavy Equipment Construction
TORGERSONS ENT.: Lynn Torgerson formed this
company in 1978. In the beginning he operated a
backhoe business and work was more local. The company had grown over the years and now they do mainly
sub contracting for such companies as Manitoba Hydro,
and Crocus. They specialize in concrete construction.
WBATHERBURN EXCAVATING: This excavating
business was started irt' L974 under the name L.
Weatherburn & Sons. Later it was changed to

FRANK WILLIMENT: Frank began working as a carpenter in the 60's.Frank began this work in Gypsumville
and later in Winnipeg. In 1963 he and Thor Sigurdson

worked for Klassen's building the new hospital.
His first of many homes built in this area was forJohn
Forsyth whereJohn's son Campbell now lives' That same
summer he built the doctor's resident and Risdon Pool's
house. He built the Credit Union and Municipal Office
and the new Co-op Store. He and his crew built homes
for: Raymond Brown, Glen Kingsley, Phillip Beckman,
Jamie Kaartinen, Ed Watson, Olga Surgenor, Ray and

Weatherburn Excavating.
REDI-MD(: Randy Surgenor purchased some cement
trucks form the Clarkleigh area in 1978 and set up a concrete business in Deerhorn. He operated it until 1993
when he sold the business. Today (1995) it is owned and
operated byJerry Saunders from his farm site as Eriks-

Gordon Smith, John Boychuk, George DeVos, John
Ryden and a house for himself across from three more
built for G. Smith which are now owned byJim Cooper,
Wayne Sanford and Mark Flinta. During the quieter
months he built RTMS on Property behindJeffers'
Frank's son Robert worked with his dad and later
managed the business until it was dissolved by Frank
and Robert in 1986 when Robert gave up carpentry and
went into the hotel business and Frank retired. Some of
his crew later formed business of their own.

dale-Redi

Mix Concrete.

Electricians & Plumbers
HEROLIX ELBCTRIC: Leonard Heroux began working as a electrician's helper in 1956 under Bruce Forsyth.
He eventually became a Journeyman Electrician and
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became an full time electrician in the 60's setting up a
shop off the old highway coming into Eriksdale. His
son Glen Heroux also became aJourneyman Electrician
and went into the business for awhile.
LINDELL ELECTRIC: Reid Lindell set up his electrical contracting business in Eriksdale in 1982. His busi
ness had expanded to furnace and duct work installations ; sales and installation of appliances and central
vac systems. His office is in his home on Main Street on
the lot of the former home of AJ. Smith.
DENNIS WALKER: Dennis became a plumber and
then took to carpentry. He built a few homes in the area
and now does contracting in Victoria, BC.

Gabe Serkau
As soon as the railroad would haul supplies for the public Mr. Gabe Serkau built a large store and warehouse

along side of the tracks, doing a large business with the
new settlers who were coming in on every train.
According to Paulina Lindell's account in A Swedish
Cornmunity in Erilcçdale one Gabe Sirkaw (Serkau) began

to bring inbroncos by de carload. With improved roads it
was not long before horses had replaced the slower,
heavier oxen for all purposes.

Big

Al's Sharp Shop

The building which is now known

as

Big Al's Sharp Shop,

Al and Elsie Kelner. It was built about 1929
byJack Bruce andJack Hanslip. It was a gaîage where
is owned by

Other Businesses
Past & Present

welding and repairs on fa¡m machinery were done. Other
owners were Adam Kell, Martin Kihn, and Louis Brunen
who used it for similar purposes. When Al Kelner purchased it, itwas basically a shell. In 1990, Allan Rushforth
renovated it using Al's design. ByJune of 1991 the grand
opening was held and the building became a sharpening business as well as a small motor and repair shop, A
few years later a storage addition, constructed by Fairlie
Kinkead, was built onto the main building.
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Havakeen Lunch
ermen and local townspeople who enjoyed the homey
and friendly atmosphere. In about 1977 a27 minute film
of this wonderful rural institution, the woman who ran it
and the people who frequented its counter was portrayed.
It is distributed by the Canadian Film Makers Distribution Centre. Today Havakeen has expanded some but
has kept its original character and to the local people the
minor changes haven't destroyed its homey and friendly
atmosphere held together by its priorietors and the
coziness of its limited space. Kihns sold to Harry and

Doreen's Picture Framing Shop

Bev Martens who in turn sold to Neil and Anna
Brandstrom. (See Brandstrom family).

Northwinds Restaurant
& Service Stat¡on

Trailer Court

The offìcial opening of this establishment wasJuly 10,
1976. The contractor was William Wysocky of Winnipeg and sub contractors were Andy Mikula and Ken King

Havakeen Lunch

of Eriksdale. The manager was Dennis Kudelski. It was
written at that time "Eriksdale, MB now has one of the

finest equipped restaurants, service stations and dining
rooms in the Interlake." On October 25, 1981 the

Northwinds Motel and Restaurant was completely destroyed by fire. The ownership and management had
changed hands a year or so prior to the fire. The adjacent Esso garage was not damaged by the fire and has
since become Eriksdale Service.

Auctioneers

The Havakeen Lunch was built in 1959 by Ellen and
Martin Kihn . They ran this business for eighteen years.
They had

a

Persons remembered for their services were: A. Tiudell,

Fred Marinner, Lyman Heroux andJerry Walker.

regular clientele of truckers, farmers and fish200

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
The Vasa Order of America
bVE&MSidwall
The Vasa Order of America was a sick benefit in the
days before Blue Cross or any hospital plan.
The early settlers of Nyland and Nord were predominantly Swedish. This lodge served as a social event as
well as a sick benefìt. They met once a month alternating between Nord and Nyland. They once boasted of
having 100 members though some were not residents.
Maintaining the Swedish language was another purpose. They devoted alittle time byingto teach (us)youngsters to read and write Swedish. We had good times and
learned very little.

Líttle Sweden Hobo 's - 'Sho¡fs' Party
Bea Tegelberg, lngrid Swanson, Faye Goranson,
Ruth Lindell, Katie Peterson, Sophia Tegelberg,
Esther Richtik, Pauline Lindell, Singne Peterson
dies formed a birthday club, thus the name.

A fun

evening, and the birthday lady didn't know when or what
to expect. Instead of gifts, money was collected and was

Vasa Lodge members - Nyland School

used for charity. The local hospital was among the recipients. For one of our projects, we supplied the money

The VasaLodge keptup the Swedish tradition of midsummer celebrations, usually apicnic onJune 24 (Swedish mid-summer day). The picnics were held at various
locations with ball games, pillow fìghts, refreshments and
often complete with a Majstang (Maypole).The Lodge

for the materials used for the Santa and Reindeer display at the hospital. Miss Leah Rogers, then the hospital
matron, designed the display. Art Lindell, maintenance
man, cut out the patterns, put it together and helped Leah
with the painting. Radios for the patient rooms were also

carried on for a good many years, but inter-marriage
brought in people who did not speak Swedish, membership dwindled and finally time did away with many
members. They met for a time in homes, until member-

bought. As neighbors passed away or moved on. Our
good times ended.

Brief History of Harry Woods
Lodge #64

ship petered out.The Lodge was a great place for Swed-

ish immigrants who were unable to speak English. At
the Lodge they could meet and converse in their native

bV W. Bro. D. W. Fairbairn
On September2I,l9Sl, R.W. Bro. E.L. White D.D.G.M.
l0th masonic district wrote a letter to M.W. Bro. grand
secretary enclosing a petition for a dispensation to form
a lodge at Lundar. The lodge would be known as Harry
Woods Lodge. R.W. Bro. White had attended two meetings at Manitouwapa Lodge 156 discussing if this lodge

tongue.

L¡ttle Sweden Hoboes
In the middle forties, to the north and some west of Eriksdale there were mostly Scandinavian families. The la-
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Donations made to Harry Woods Lodge over the years.

Turning the sod for Masonic Hall
A.J. Smith, Jím Scott, Bill Smith, Ben Gibbings,
Hal Hallson, Jack Knox
was formecl what effect it would have on their lodge. He

then recommended that, subject to the approval of M.W
Bro. Fred Blythe presentgrand master of the grand lodge
of Manitoba, this petition be granted.
The institution of Harry Woods Lodge was heldJanuary 11, 1952 in the Lundar Community Hall with an attendances of 107 brethren. The officers were the follow-

Alter

Glenwood Lodge 27, Souris

Bible & Markers

W. Bro. V. Jonasson & Bro. Neil Bardel

Square & Compass

W. Bro. V. Jonasson & Bro. Neil Bardel

Three Gavels

W. Bro. H.S. Rutherford

Three Gavels

W. Bro. J. J. Wall (W.M.) Brandon

Door Knockers

W. Bro. K. N. Snidal

Corner Tassels

W. Bro. K. N. Snidal

The Letter "G"

Bro. Dan McFayden

Working Tools

Fenwick Lodge 158 Brandon

Cloth for Alter

Bros. from Lundar

Sec. Desk.

Bro. C. Bjornson

Flag

Manitouwapa Lodge 156

Alter Cloth

Bros. from Eriksdale

Wardens Columns

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Candle Sticks

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Ashlars

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Officers Collars and
Jewels

lOth Masonic District

Wands Deacons &
Stewarts

R. W. Bro. E. L. Whito

Ballet Box

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

White & Black Balls

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Sword

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Setting Maul

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Pillars for S.R. &

ing.. Bro. A.V. Olson, W.M. Bro. W.G. Halldorson'
Bro. D. McFayden,J.W. Bro. A.C. Parker - Tleasure, W.
Bro. GJ. Breckman - secretary, Bro. H.W. Elwell - Chaplain, Bro. G. Paulson, S.D. Bro. OliJohnson,J.D Bro'J'
Spitall, S.S Bro. W.F. Breckman, J.S.W. Bro. H.S.
Rutherford, D. of C. Bro. A. Erlendson, I.G' Bro. Ìtr.O'

J.

R.

S.S'

Presented by Bro. Grant Russell in
memory of Bro. Charlie Craig (RCMP
Bros.l April 26/58

Emblems of Mortality

R. W. Bro. E. L. White

Three Pedestals

W. Bro. A.V. Olson

Working Tools

Stonewall Lodge 1 2

Table for Working Tools R.W. H.S. Rutherford

Hallson - Tyler. The fìrst meeting was heldJanuary 22,
1952. There were nine petitions for initiation received at
this time. Meetings were held on the fourth Tüesday of
the month. The first couple of years we held two meetings a month, one for general business and the other for
degree work. The lodge obtained an agreement with
members of the Federated Church of Lundar to use the
building as a meeting place for the lodge' The rent was
$60 a year with the lodge keeping up the repairs of the
building. Many of the Tpers will remember Lhat standard foot wear lodge night were toe rubbers as the basement floor always had water on because of poor drainage. Also members who were dressed in their pyjamas
waiting to be admitted into the lodge to receive the degrees were huppy to get out of the old stairwell.

Piano

Bro. Oli Hallson and his wife

Books on Freemasonary

Bro. Bjorn Stephenson, W.Bro. G.
Paulson. Bro. A.J. Vincent

Kitchen Equipment

Bro. Jack Knox. Fidelity Chapter 65
added to this since

Chairs for Lodge Room

1

959

Mrs. A.J. Smith (Wife of Bro. A.J.
Smith)

Chairs for Lunch Room

Bro. A.J. Smith

For some time anumber of brethren felt thatthe lodge
accommodations were not satisfactory. This came under

more serious consideration when an offer of Bro. A. J.
Smith to build a lodge at Eriksdale and finance the same
under certain conditions. A committee was formed to
investigate the matter, obtaining land and pledges to finance it. Bro. Smith's offer was that he would want to
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have $5000 down and a mortgage of $5000 interest free.
It was too good of an offer to turn down and at the Au-

gust meeting a resolution was passed to undertake this
project. A letter was forwarded requesting that we move
to Eriksdale. This was approved and Bro. Smith undertook constructing the building, on land that was donated

by R.W Bro. H.S. Rutherford. Construction began in
October and we were able to hold our first meeting in it
in December There was work done in the spring that
couldn't be done in the fall due to weather. Our lodge
was officially opened September 26, 1958 with 156 brethren in attendance. Our sign, Harry Woods Lodge,was hung

up

in

1967.

A few highlights of our lodge, one was the church service thatwas held in The Lundar Lutheran Church around
the second Sunday in September. We had the pleasure of

Fidelity Chapter #75, Order of the Eastern Star
lst Slate of Offícers, Lue McKellar, Margaret
Whitney, Bill Fairbairn, Emma
Mílls (ín front of Bill), Freida Fairbairn, Evelyn
Hunt, Evert Lambert, Ruby Mark, Eníd Gíbbíngs.
Harry Hunt, Kay McKínnon, lrene Penner, Drew
Lambert, Chrissie Thorsteinson, Dora Sigurdson.
Margaret & Bill Smith, Olla Johnson

having M.W Bro. Harry Donnelly as our guest_speaker
for 25 years. As he was out of the country for the 26th
year we had a guest speaker in. We are sorry to say that
this one was the last to be held. In March 1963 R.W Bro.
H.S. Rutherford received his fifty year jewel. It was presented byWM. Ben Gibbings a¡rd R.W Bro. OliJohnson.
We have had two brethren who have served the l0th
Masonic District as D.D.G.M. R.W. OliJohnson and
R.W.G. Paulson. We changed our meeting night in 1988
from the fourth Tuesday to the second Tuesday. The Eastern Star meeting was held the second Wednesday, so it

Briksdale Fidelity Chapter was formed in 1959 and
eventually had over a hundred members and as many as
17

men. The OES service is pattemed after several women

meant that we only had to heat our building for two nights.

in the Bible - Adah, Ruth, Esther, Martha and Electa.

Charter members who are still living are as follows;
V.W Bro. A Brlendson, W. Bro. Ken Rutherford, (R.W.
Bro. G. Paulson, W. Bro. H. Hallson, Bro. WJ. R. Mills

Some people object to certain secret aspects of the Or-

der, but when its basic principles come from the Bible
and are there for all to learn, how can it be wrong? Members use certain traditional signs common only to them
to make themselves known to each other.
Members of our local OBS worked to raise money to
support their community, donated to Cancer and Diabetes Societies, to hospitals and projects like the Peace

are no longer members of the craft.)

At present we have 35 members and "Manitouwapa
joined us. We hope that we c€rl continue to enjoy
the craft for many years. I would be amiss if I did not
mention that Fidelity Chapter 65 has helped the lodge in
many ways, their generous donations every fall when
taxes are due, cleaning the building, and many items that
have added to our kitchen.
156"

Chapel at the International Peace Gardens, near
Boissevain, MB. and the Portage Developmental Centre
was a special love. They gave Christmas gifts to residents

of our local Personal Care Home at Christmas. Scholar-

Order of the Eastern Star #1035

ships and bursaries were given to graduates in the West

Fídelíty Chapter 75
The original Order of the Eastern Star was founded in
1860 by Freemasons for their wives or widows, daugh-

Interlake, a¡r annual trophy to 4H clubs and they supported the Great Northern Festival of the Arts. They usually hid their light under a bushel and didn't talk much
about what they did. It was just important to keep on

ters, mothers, sisters, and later included granddaughters.
Women can't become Masons but there must be at least
one man. To belong to the OES you must ask to be accepted as a member, they do not solicit members.

helping.

Fidelity Chapter compiled a complete picture album
of each year from 1959 to 1991. It can be viewed in Eriks203

dale Museum. They surrendered their charter due to declining membership in 1991. They had formed close
bonds of friendship in which each will continue to care

Waugh, Director of Ceremonies,James Lawrence (who
was an Orangeman in Ireland at the age of 17). Lecturer,

for others. The light of the Star is dimmed, but it is certainly not out.

it was formed. In

Harry Scott.
The Lodge has been active since

of it eleven members was 60 years
(in
1972) they applied for permission to rcscind
old. Now
their charter, and disband.
1972 the youngest

Loyal Orange Lodge #2499
Star of the North

At their peak, the Lodge membership numbered about
65 very active members. Over the years they were regu-

As gleaned from The Stonewall Argus, Wed. August 16,
1972 edition entitled Erilcsdale Orangem.en vtrr¿nder Char-

lar contributors to the Church and Sunday School. Each
year on the Sunday prior to Orangeman's Day (|uly 12)
the Lodge members would attend church services, alter-

terby Opal Langrell.
Star of the North, Loyal Orange Lodge No. 2499 was
first organized back in 1913, in the Eriksdale district, with
the first meeting held at the Hartfield School, It was chartered onJanuary 9, 1914.
There were about five charter members with eight
officers. Worshipful Master was William J. Downie;
Deputy Master,James Allen; Chaplain, William Bogle;
Recording Secretary, RJ. Scott; Treasurer William

nating annually between the United and Anglican
churches.

In

1957, the Provincial Orangemen's annual celebra-

tion was held in Eriksdale, When they first extended the
invitation to the provincialplanning committee theywere
declined saying the community was too small. Their objections were overcome and Eriksdale did host the func-

of the North, Orange Lodge. (early l93O's)
John Forsyth, Curtie Mills, Jas Allen, Geo King, Geo Taylor, Arthur Caldwell, Bíll Seymour, John Lamb,
Hjatmer Nelson, Bert Ridíng, Tom Morbey, Stan Mitts, Wm Henderson, Fred Marriner, Jack Mills, Jack
Husband, Atex Sigurdson,Joe Lamb, Sandy Lundmark?, O. Hallson, Ed Mills, Alf Henderson, Jas Lawrence,
Jack Bruce, Clarence Maddín. Front- Rev.J.Gardiner, Alex MacDonald, Bob Logan, Wm Houston, Bíll
Lowery, Chas Robson, Geo Hughes,Jim Mason,Lou Henderson & Stanley Dowsett
Star
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Presentation of LOL long term certifícates
Mr O Hallson, Mr Jim Lawrence,
Mr Robert Logan, Mr Sam Neely

'King Wíllíam'on whíte horse,
Jas Lawrence walkíng

School Division for the site of the new school office and

tion. It was a hilarious occasion. There was a mile long

administration building.

At a ceremony in the senior citizens home, The

parade, with King William heading the cavalcade riding
a

white horse.

Friendly Villa, a cheque for $1OOO was donated to the
home by the Lodge members.
The hall was (1972) leased to a theatre operator, with
a picture show being presented weekly. Since 1914, it
has been the hub of all community and social activity,
weddings, funerals, concerts and any other function need-

ing a hall were held here, until the present recreation
complex was completed in 1966.
At present (1996) this building is owned by Glen
Heroux and is used for a custom sewing factory Freedotn
Enterþrises.

Senior Citizens Group

LOL Parade (1957), Dr. Paulson, Bíll Smith, Joe
Lamb, Bill & Lou Henderson, Hal Hallson
are some of the marchers

A special train brought

Under the guidance of the ReverendJim Scott the board
of the United Church discussed at some length the feasibility of gathering together the Senior members of the
Municipality for monthly afternoon socials. Since such
a thing had never been done before there were a few
who had negative thoughts about the plan being successful. However, members invited those who were eligible to come to the Orange Hall at 2 p.-. on February
11, 1965 for the fìrst party. The Board members also volunteered transportation where needed, provided entertainment, provided and served lunch and assisted where
needed. Over sixty people gathered that day- many who
were strangers then became fast friends in the years to
follow.

a party from Winnipeg and

carloads came from other points with nearly every lodge

in the province being represented. The ladies fed something like 600 Orangemen. Margaret Smith remembers
being on the food committee and said they made tubs
full of potato salad and coleslaw and many pies. They
fed them at the rink which was fairly new at the time but
still didn't have running water.
Beside the Orange Hall are two adjoining lots, property of the Lodge which were sold to the Rural Municipality for the sum of $1. They were hrrned over to the
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For some 18 years these socials carried on but death
had slowly talen its toll and changes are inevitable. The

pleasures and enjoyment these gatherings gave to so
many through these years made all the planning and
effort more than worth while. They were truly grateful
and the appreciation they expressed was heartfelt and
sincere.

The New Horizons Glub
The first idea of organizing a New l{orizon Club in Eriks-

Eriksdale Senior Citízen's Group
Karl Peterson in background, Mrs Línossíer, Kath
Curl, Henrietta Mccormack, Emma Sígurdson,
Annie Forsyth, lda lrwin, May Allen

In

dale was presented by a representative from Manitoba
New Horizons. He met with a group of people in Eriksdale in February 1973. This group held many meetings
to plan and lay the ground work of organizing. A club
was of{icially formed when a board of directors was

1967, to honor Canada's Centennial, the group had

published their individual stories in a little booklet PConeer Tøles of the Interlake. It was the first book of recorded history for this area.
When the Orange Hall changed ownership the

elected.

monthly socials were held in the Community Centre.
Having had to work all their lives for what they had, the
group proudly put on their own bake sales with the proceeds going to the Community Centre for its use. One
record shows that $160 was raised at one sale.

New Horizons
Their first duty was to draw up a budget and file an
application for a grant from Manitoba New Horizons. It
was approved and they received a start up grant of $5440

iÙlay 1974.

A building became available for rent, they held their
first meeting there June 1974. The club established a
building fund and received support from their members,
financial and moral support from the community and
municipal council, also a second grant from Manitoba
New Horizons. After 18 months they were in a position
to start, but the building required work.
Some renovations were made, a kitchen with necessary facilities was built on and later a dining room.
It has been noted in clubs of this kind the ladies are
the nucleus. They sponsor all the social activities, the

Seníor Citizen's Group
Will Watson, Lars Larson, Arthur Breton, Bíll
Weatherburn, Cyril Gardner, Allan Mílls.
Esther Watson, Mrs Windross, Conníe Carpenter,

Margaret Collíns
In August of each year, an old-time picnic was held.
various times they were hosted by Daye and Olga
Surgenor, Art and Dolly Deverill, and Roy and Ann

'At

card parties, whist drives, invitations to neighboring
clubs, special day dinners and more.

Pottinger,
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Clydebank Ladies CIub (1954)

Quilting at the New Horizons
Maisíe MacFayden & Essrþ Malpas

School - music supplied by local musicians and ladies
supplied the lunch.
The club ladies were usually the hosts of showers for
all the district girls that were married. The showers were
held in homes and then Clydebank School. This practice still continues but now we hold showers in the Briksdale Community Centre.
Over the years, Clydebank has celebrated many anniversaries - the fiftieth in 1968 with a social evening at
the school. Mrs. Theresa Kennedy, one of the earlier
members, was back from England. She attended and
people enjoyed her singing voice. The sixtieth was held
at the Eriksdale picnic ground with a family picnic. For
the sixty -fifth the club hosted a tea in the Community
Centre, raffled a quilt, and sold tea table cloths with all
the members names, past and present names on it. The
seventieth was ma¡ked by a gala evening in the Eriksdale Recreation Centre, over 350 people attended,

For several years the ladies made hand quilted quilts.

Many have been donated to the local personal care
home, to needyfamilies and some were sold to help with

club fìnances. Putting a cookbook together was another

fund raiser.
There is a pool table, shuffleboard and floor bowling
is played once a week, as is bridge. A congregate meal
program was established in September 1989.
There are approximately fiftymembers in 1996. Meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of each month. All
seniors over fifty five are welcome to join at any time.

Clydebank Ladies Club

1918-1995
The club was originally known

as Pineview Ladies Aid.
The founding members were Mrs. Mabel Forsyth, Anna

Lundstrom, Nellie Maclntosh, Granny Clark, Mrs.
Fedorski, Maggie Neely, Anne Warren, MarieJohnson,
Freda Ashby, Bsther Allen, Elizabeth Lawrence, Bssie
Lamb, Lizzie Forsyth, Isa Weatherburn, Rachel Lamb,
Annie Havard, Nettie Forsyth and Dora Beckman. Meetings were held every two weeks and dues were ten cents
a meeting. In 1925, at Mrs. Clara Ford's meeting, the
name was changed to Clydebank Ladies Club. The ladies knitted, embroidered, quilted, etc. to raise money.
The money was used for such things as buying curtains
for the school concert, gifts, candies and nuts for the children on concert night.
Dances were held most Saturday nights at Clydebank

Clydebank Ladíes Club 6oth Aniversary
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among them were former resident pupils and their fam-

names have repeated as new generations take over from

ily and friends. Marguerite Lamb, Ontario,
was a first pupil in 1912.

the old. This club has remained an active part of the
a"rea even though the school closed in 1968. It still remains a charitable organization and donates and supports many community projects.

came. She

The 75th was marked by the dedication of a cairn on
the old school site and a family picnic. The Ladies Club
bought and erected a plaque, which reads, "Clyclebank
School District # 1598 - 1912-1968. Dedicated by the
Clydebank Ladies Club on their 75th anniversary.July
10, 1993. They sold tickets on a quilt with the design of
the school on it, made by Phyllis Lamb, and quilted by
the club ladies. Paul Kauppila painted a picture of the
school and Mary Kaartinen crocheted a large doll for
the raffle. The proceeds of this draw helped pay for the
bronze plaque and the picnic that followed. The plaque

lnternational Training
in Gommun¡cat¡ons
The land between Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba
is known as the Interlake. West Interlake Toastmistress
Club was given this name because we represent the west
side of the Interlake. Our charter night wasJuly 198a
with 18 members and our theme was HarvestYour Skills.
The fìrst executive members elected were:
- President
Alice Harley
- lst Vice President
Leanne Willetts
- 2nd Vice President
Ingrid Inglis

was put on a large rock that came from Phillip Beckman's

land near the shores of Pine Lake. Stanley Flinta volun-

teered his loader to move it. Glen Kingsley, Edwin
Ryden,James Ryden and Gerry Saunders secured the
large rock in a hole in the ground and put the plaque on

Janice Tegelberg - Secretary
- Treasurer
Ruth Lindell
We meet the first and third Mondays of each month

it. The original well was still there, but someone had stolen the old pump, Wallace Ford donated an old hand
pump.Anyone stopping to admire and read the inscription can pump and get a drink of cold well water.
There are two members who have been in the club
over sixty years. They are Edith Lawrence and Bssie
Malpas. It is interesting to note that Mrs. Jean Ryden

starting the third Monday in September to the third
Monday in May. Membership is open to all who are interested in their own self development. We encourage
not only adults to join, but also young people, as this is a
great educational opportunity for them. Young people
especially acquire a poise which stays with them throughout their adult life. We have a scholarship program for

was the secretary for ten years, now Mary Ryden has
been the secretary for 20 years.

high school students.
We have held yearly speech contests for those who
desire to participate and three ofour young people* have
won. The winners were:

The organization raises money by holding teas, bake
sales and catering for local events. The club also quilts

and holds raffles on these quilts. The money goes to sup-

port The Heart Fund, Multiple Sclerosis, Cancer, Ability fund, Salvation Army and the Blind. They also raise
money for the Community Centre and have made many
quilts for the hospital. They have donated a Hoyer lift
and tables for the hospital patients. They also gave a
donation to help put an elevator in the Recreation Centre gave a donation to the Interlake Handivan and
McEwen Park..
The club is still active today with 20 members. These
members are; President - Donna Kingsley, SecretaryTreasurer - Mary Ryden, May (Weatherburn) Lee,
Roberta Walker, Margaret Sidwall, Mary Ìbrd, -Elsie
Walker, Mary Flinta, Ann Pottinger, Lillian (Lawrence)

1985 - Ingrid

Inglis

1986 -

Ingrid Inglis

1987 - Dora

Osterbeck

1988 - Verna Watson

1989 - Alice

Harley
Russell

1990 - Angela Osterbeck+

1991 - Shirley

1993 - Darlene
1995 - Rick

Willetts*

Lussier

1992 - Charles Watson
1994 - Misty Watson*
1996 - Mary;fo Watson*

Lee, Phyllis Lamb, Edith (Webster) Lawrence, Bssie (Law-

rence) Malpas, Olga Duncan, Margo Watson, Ruth
Baxter, Joyce Beckman, Joyce (Ford) Watson, Ann

Angela Osterbeck

(Weatherburn) Zasitko and Mary Kaartinen. Many of the
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Darlene Wiiletts

As we celebrated our 10th anniversary inJuly 1994
we looked back and were happy to see how well most of
the people who have been in our club over the years are

doing. We are proud of the fact that three of our charter

members; Alice Harle)r, Verna Watson and Dora
Osterbeck have continued to be a part of West Interlake

ITC.

In

1995 we officially changed our name to West In-

terlake Communicators.

Misty Watson

Mary Jo Watson

ITC is one of the largest non-profit educational organizations in the world. We in Eriksdale feel privileged

to have a club in our town. To belong gives us the opportunity to participate in a continuing experience in
learning through association with others throughout the
world.

k

ITC West lnterlake Charter Night October 15, '1984
Our club has hosted the Council

S

annual speech con-

The Brown¡es

test at times and the Tii-Council three day conference.
In 1987 we helped our local UCW with their 25th cel-

Leaders:

Debbie (Mrs. Brian) Lundale

ebration by putting on a skit. Several of us have attended
Regional conferences in other parts of North America
and the Inter-national conference has been attended by
Alice Harley when it was held in Edmonton.

Roberta Walker
Carol Boychuk

Joan Nolan
Margaret Granberg

THE BROWNIE PROMISE
I promise to do my best:

We have seen individuals gain greater self confidence,

learn to express their thoughts, communicate on a more
personal level and polish their public speaking skills.
Some of the structural aspects of ITC which we have all
found helpful in our lives are leadership skills, parliamentary procedures and business proceedings.
At our conferences in 1994 we learned how to dress

To do my duty to God,

The Queen and my country
To help other people every day,

especially those at home.

THE BROWNIE LAW
A Brownie is cheerful and obedient
A Brownie thinks of other people before herself

appropriately, etiquette when dining, writing techniques
and effective business networking. All these things are
intended to help us be more relaxed at large social functions and in business settings wodd wide. Each year our
conference leaders zero in on areas of life in which all of

THE BROWNIE MOTTO
Lend a hand

us could benefit from further education.
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Nursery School
Nursery School in Eriksdale was the brainchild of Eleanor
McMillan. Eleanor had designed a course that provided

understanding for young people in early childhood development, discipline and parenting skills. She was atl"errrpting to address yourlg childlen parenting children.
She provided academic experience in these issues and
practicum for students in a nursery school setting. The
preschool children came to the Chrisl"ian Education Centre at the United Church on Tïresday and Friday after-

First Girl Guides (c.l93O)

noons for classes.

Eriksdale 'lst Brownie Pack marching at 4-H Rally,
Carole Boychuk, leader

Eleanor McMíllan with Shane Smith,
Robbie Fairburn & Brent McKinnon
Nursery school is licensed by Government rules, the
same a,s daycare rules. The difference is nursery school
is not full time. It became a co-op, which meant that
parents became volunteers on a rotating basis. This gave

Eriksdale lst Brownie Pack

Nursery School visit to Personal Care Home

2t0

parents the opportunity to experience education, devel-

munications. They learn to get along with other children
and to share with their peers.

opment of parenting skills and social education experience,

Continued practicum for grade 7 and 8 formed an
alliance with the middle years school, they received credit

for doing this work. Volunteer students are still playing a
part in the nursery school today.

'

1995-96 Nursery School Class
Megan Lindell, Marilyn Munchow.
Gillían Wainwright, Brogan Kaupila, Dylan Jeffers,
Samatha Bottrell, Auínn Dare

1.1

Some activities are: colouring, cutting, gluing, learn

and make shapes, and be creative. They have crafts,
learning to hatch chickens, grow plants such as beans or
marigolds, take field trips to farms, ride horses, visit the
police station and fìre hall. They take nature walks to
expose them to the environment, have playtime and picnics in the playground.

Boys' and Girls' Clubs
An enrolment form dated,l92I-22 for Manitoba Boys'

All dressed up

and Girls' Clubs was found in an old school register. The

children were ages nine to eleven and the projects were;
Sheep Shearing, Poultry, Gardening, Cookery, Garment
Making, Noxious Weeds, Writing and Handwork. Par-

Ingrid Inglis had an Early Childhood Education Certificate and took over when Eleanor moved to Winnipeg in 1982. Followed by: Fran Mosienko 1/2 time 198391, Carole Boychuk I/2 time 1985-88, and Marilyn
Muenchow L/2 ttme 1988-90, since Marilyn received her
Class 2 certificate she has worked full time 1991-96.

ticipants were: Oliver Slatten ; Walter Berg ;Jean Heroux

Bilbey;Brett Gunn; Arthur Slatten;Willie Smith;
Ma¡ion Heroux. The list and the school register has been
; Rosie

donated to the Museum Archives.

Purpose of Nursery School

Eriksdale 4-H Poultry 1953-1958

Nursery School is designed as a head start program to
give preschool children a chance to interact with children their own age that they will begin school with. Some
children are isolated until this time because of great dis-

by Mae Poston (Brandstrom)
Leader- Mrs. Mae Brandstrom
Asst. Leaders- Mr. WJ. Ross, Mrs. Edith Lawrence

When asked to write about some thing that you were
keenly interested in, where do you start?

tances.

The children receive training in gross and small motor skills, cognitive development, social skills and com-

One of my fond memories of the past was the organi-

2tr

In 1927 Fred

fourteen enthusiastic young members and of their supportive parents. What a wonderful group they were!
We received a lot of help from our local Agricultural
Representatives Mr.Jim Lapka and later from Mr. Ralph

Andrews a¡d other members of the calf
club won a trip to Brandon to compete in the Brandon
fair, Mrs. M.E. Allen started a poultry club about 1939
which was later led by Mae Brandstrom. This club was
very successful winning many awards. Esther Lamb led

Poston.

the Clydebank Garden Club in the early 1940's. A beef

zation of The Eriksdale 4-H Poultry Club. I think of those

Mr. J. Ross Cameron, Provincial Poultry Specialist,

club led byJoe Lamb and Fred Ford was also active at

was also on hand to help us organize and to come out

the time. In the late fifties Ben Falk led a beef club. Clyde-

and inspect the members' poultry from time to time.

bank Crickets Clothing Club with Edith Lawrence

Mr. D. C. Foster, Director, Extension Service, Man.
Dept. of Agriculture was keenly interested in our club
and came out for general visits. He was a fine man and
very knowledgeable about poultry and young people.
With such a cast is it any wonder that in just two years

leader began in the late 1940's. Leader in 1951 and 1958
was Phyllis Lamb. The EriksdaleJunior Seed Club led

as

byJack Ross was active in the late 1940's. In the early
1950's the Eriksdale Thimble Teens led by Maisie
McFadyen was an active club. These clubs each have
their own history. They disbanded for various reasons
and in the early 1960's there were no active clubs in the

of operation the Club won the Oakland Hatchery Shield
and had risen to the top of Manitoba's 4-H Poultry Clubs!

Special attention was given to every phase of the 4-H
Club which included conducting their meetings in a parliamentary manner and supporting charitable organiza-

district.

tions.
Each member was responsible for raising and caring
for their chickens as a summer project, exhibiting their
poultry at the club Achievement Day and making out
reports on their poultry projects.
The Erilcçdale CIub

Program laid a special emphasis on

member participation in the many community projects
under taken.

Our members competed in Public Speaking Competitions, from club level, to the finals held in Winnipeg.
We also competed in many Agricultural Demonstrations, in which two members demonstrate together.
The 4-H'ers also made Educational Displays and
showed them at rallies and fairs and, also, sent them along

to

The

Brandon Fairin which they won honors.

So, you see; when

I think of The Erilçdale 4-H Poultry

Eriksdale 4-H Clovers - three generations

Club,itis with fond memories of these outstanding young

In

people. Their pledge, which they repeated at every meeting is a fitting conclusion.

1963 Verna Watson and Alice Harley wanted their

children and others to share in the 4-H experience and
organized the Eriksdale Clovers. The organizational

I pledge: My head to clearer thinking.
My heart to greater loyalty.
My hands to larger service.
My health to better living.

meeting was held at Parkview School and later meetings
at Hartfield School. Dennis Kaartinen suggested the
name Eriksdale Clovers. The fìrst president was Larry
Wilson and vice president was Naren Forsyth. HollyAnne Kaartinen was secretary-treasurer and Dennis
Kaartinen was club reporter. Members took two projects,
clothing or woodworking. There were six leaders and
eighteen members. In 1966-67 membership had dropped
to sixteen but by 1970-71membership had risen to 101

For my club, my community, and my country.

Eriksdale 4-H Glovers
by Margaret Bottrell
Eriksdale families have been involved in 4-H (or the boys
and girls clubs as they were first called) since the 1920's.
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with lB leaders. Some projects formed ¡heir own mini
clubs and elected officers but were all part of the larger
Clovers organization. Beginning in September lg73 club
meetings were held on Friday afternoons during school
hours. Membership rose to a high 182 members and 82
leaders

in

1973-74. However, taking students out of class

caused problems and in September 1976,4-H again became an after school activity. During the first 25 years
club membership averaged 63 with an average of 14
projects. Many members stayed in the club for the full
nine years allowed and more than ten leaders served for
ten years or more.

Club leaders were innovative in their approach and

initiated several new projects. Crochet, lapidary,
leatherwork, cake decorating and mini 4-H were all begun in the Clovers. Mini 4-H has since been discontinued and the others have been incorporated into other
projects. The most unusual project ever displayed was

Eríksdale 4-H Clovers

-

The Beckman Family

enjoyed the trip experience. Verna Watson went on the
Know Manitoba tour, Myrtle Smith chaperoned a group

when Tievor Sturgess made a matching set of brooch,

trip to Michigan, Marg Bottrell attended the Nalional

necklace, and ear rings from his Aunt Nellie's gallstones.
The largest project was a complete suite of bedroom fur-

Leaders Conference in Toronto and Charles Watson at-

tended the Leaders Forum in Manhattan, Kansas. Attending 4-H camp was a rewarding experience for many
club members. Other awards won were: The Clovers
won first place for their display at the Arborg Rally. The
theme of the display was drinking and driving and was
titJ.ed Are You an U.R,P.? (Unresponsible Person). Nine
members won the prestigious gold watch awards form

niture made by Merle Osterbeck.
Craig Sidwall introduced public speaking to the Clovers in 1971 when he made this hisJunior Leader project.
Helen Evans and Mr. Gross donated trophies for the junior and senior levels of competition. Margaret Whitney
donated a third trophy in 1976 when a third category
was added to the competition. These trophies are still in
use

in

1971-1989 and eleven members

1996.

won the Tex Made

Awards from 1966-1987.
During the seventies the Clovers had a dairy project
and light horse and pony project as well as their other
projects. In i976 the dairy club members wanted to raise
funds for trips and events not of interest to the general
membership and formed the Eriksdale Dairy Club. They
maintained their close relationship with the Clovers and
most members belonged to both clubs. In 1gB5 their
membership dropped too low to maintain a separate club
and they again became part of the Clovers. The Eriks-

Many members have benefitted from the experience
of speaking in public and have done well in inter-club
competitions. Cathy McMillan, Wendy Beckman,
Heather Bottrell, and Melanie Pool were proud to represent the Interlake Region in the Provincial finals.
The club has won many other awa¡ds. In 1g58-5g they
were awarded the D.C. Foster shield for marching at the

Red River Exhibition, Holly-Anne Kaartinen was
crowned queen of the dress review and GlendaBlue was
crowned princess at the provincial Rally at the Red River

dale Midnight Riders light horse and pony club was orin 1981 by Carole Christensen, Linda Wain-

Exhibition before the rallies were held on a regional basis.
Dwight Surgenor was crowned queen of the bake-offalso
at the Red River Exhibition, causing some concern for
the organizers who were prepared to present the queen
with a bouquet of flowers. A rapid change had to be
made in the presentation! Individual trip awards to mem-

ganized

wright, and Donna Anderson. This club continues in
199.5. The Eriksdale Tiailbusters were organized by
Margaret Granberg and Maggie Michie in 1986 and continued until 1994.
The Clovers have tried to live up to their pledge of
community service. A sign was erected at the south end

bers are too numerous to mention, but senior club members as a group took part in Open House Canada exchange

of town saying Welcome to Eriksdale.In 1986 two leaders,
Lorena Allen and Sheryl Ggelberg made and sold doz-

trips to Quebec, Nova Scotia, and Alberta. Leaders also
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ens of perogies, raising $130 towards buying a small TV
set for the Personal Care Home. The club added the extra

4-H Calf

money necessary to make the purchase. The club also

{ l-t

FS'

donated funds to help landscape the grounds at the PCH.
Club members regularly go carolling to entertain shutirrs aucl help with the winter carnival'

Clovers members and leaders have not confined their

involvement to the local level. Lorette (Lamoureaux)

Kirby and Lynette (Klement) Larson both served a term
on the Manitoba 4-H Council as the Junior Interlake
Representative. Myrtle (Leonard) Smith represented the
Interlake Region on Manitoba Council from 1982-85 a¡rd
was president of the council in 1984-85. Elma, Thelma,
and Wendy Beckman have all been active members of
4-H Ambassadors as have Chris and Harland Beckman
of the Dairy Club.
In 1994-95 the club is led by Linda Watson and

Eriksdale 4-H Dairy Club Calf Club

Trailbusters

Doreen Lamoureaux with twenty six members. This year
4-H has been accepted as a credit by Lakeshore School

Division provided certain guidelines are met and the
project is approved by both the school division and the
Department of Agriculture. A new project this year is a
health care volunteer prograrn where older members can
volunteer at the local health care facility.

Eriksdale Trailbusters wíth ponies

4-H Dairy

Eriksdale Equestrian SocietY
The Eriksdale Equestrian Society (EES) held their first
meeting on Ma¡ch 1, 1989. All interested people were
invited to attend, but we sta¡ted out small with only seven
people coming forward. These were: Marg Granberg,
Melissa Granberg, Maggie Michie, Debbie Kinkead,
DonnaAnderson, Kelly Stuart and Ruby Stuart. The fìrst
executive was; Pres - Kelly Stuart, Vic-pres - Donna
Anderson, Sec/Thes - Ruby Stuart and Reporter - Marg
Granberg. It was at this first meeting that we decided on
our name.
The fìrst yeaf, was a diffìcult one' as we started with
little idea of who we were and where we wanted to go' It
turned out to be a very busy one for us. We felt joining
the Man. Horse Council would give us a provincial struc-

Old MacDonald had a farm

ture to follow.Joining the provincial bodswould also make
available to us athlete developments programs, fund-raising opporhrnities and give us insurance for all our club
events.

Joining the Horse Council was a task in itself, as a
constitution had to be drafted for our club. This was ben-
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eficial to us as it helped identify our goals and where we
were going. Members of the EBS were to try and increase enrollment at local horse shows by promoting
more regional attendance through the development of
an Interlake circuit. We pursued this immediately, setting up an informal meeting at Arborg Provincial bldg,
on March 21, 1989. Thus began the North Interlake Show
Circuit (NISC). It was in place and operational for the
shows of 1989. It involves six different communities:
Ashern, Lundar, Fisher Branch, Arborg, Gimli and Eriksdale. The circuit gives all competitors a year-end goal to
work towards and also gives them a reason to continue
developing their horsemanship skills. This was another
goal of the E.E.S.; to stimulate interest in good horse-

committee established. Bob Kinkead has been pres. and
Ruby Stuart has served as sec./treas. for this committee
for the past4 I/2 years. The EES has contributed to the
development of the McEwen Park Rodeo Grounds not
only with volunteer labor, but also financially. We use
the grounds for most of our events; clinics, shows and as
a communily exercise area.

OnJanuary I, 1992 we were accepted onto the Manitoba Horse Council Bingo ladder. This is a great assistance in our fund-raising. Our bingo representative is
Ruby Stuart.

Our membership has continued to grow year after
year. In 1995 we had 36 paid-up members. Our club
and members continue to gain recognition through

manship by hosting rider development clinics with certifìed instructors. Each year we organize one or two clinics. We have tried to maintain a high-level ofjudging by
hiring onlybreed-approved or C.E.F, - approvedjudges.
Our show also supports our provincial show circuit by
sanctioning with the Man. Hertage Classic each year.
On March 23, 1989 a letter of acceptance was sent to

events and personal achievements.

In

1992 we hosted the 2nd largest western show in

Manitoba. This information came through the Man.
Heritage Classic Show results. Our Bnglish show remains
one of the few rural English shows in the province. The
NISC is the only one of its kind in Manitoba.
We have a club we are all very proud of.

the Man. Horse Council and finally onJanuary 1, 1991
we were accepted as a member club of the M.H.C. Our
fìrst director to the board was Kelly Stuart.
In 1990 Maggie Michie presented a logo to the club,
which we accepted. It is used on all B.B.S. ribbons,
awards, presentations and correspondence.
Our fìrst Western Show was held August 19, 1989 at
Eriksdale Recreation Centre. We obtained the use of the
arena in exchange for doing the clean-up at the 200 club
dinner. Our judge for our fìrst show was Robert Catellier.
We ran 39 classes, gave out ribbons and trophies. We
had obtainedJr., Int. and Sr. hi-pt. sponsors and gave
out travelling trophies. Unfortunately, our classes never
seemed to end and the show ran until 10:00 p.m.
In the spring of 1991 we approached the ISDA for a
50/50 grant to construct a set ofjumps and dressage letters. Approval came and byJune, 1992 we had completed this task. The EES was now promoting the English discipline as well as Western. The EES English Show
has become a CEF Primary Show It has been kept at a
schooling level to help the grassroot competitors. Our
first show organized by Maggie Michie and Vida Lucier

Community Club - Hockey Rink, Curling Rink
& Hall

The Eriksdale Recreation Complex
compíled by Ruth Lindell,
assrisfed by many volunteers
Before 1954, there was an Eriksdale Athletic Associa-

tion. Records are unavailable, but it is noted thatJohn
Mills was president in 1938. Later board directors included G.K. Smith and Pete Chyzzy.
Eriksdale Community Ice Ga¡dens, the rinlq opened
in December 1954. The building consisted of a 180' x
80' skating rink, two sheets of curling ice, a large waiting
room, lunch counter and indoor bathrooms. This was a

was heldJuly 4,1992.

In Aug, 1991, Kelly Stuart was appointed to contact
the RM of Eriksdale and let them know we would support the development of an outdoor area at McEwen
Park. A meeting was called on October 22,199I and a
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real accomplishment for the community. Much credit
has been given to Mr. AJ. Smith, lumber merchant. lrL
as he was affectionately know, donated the first $6,000
toward this new complex and offered to finance the building. A community club was formed. Gordon Smith was
the first president and hcld thc position for thc ncxt thirty
years. Bill Chyzzy was secretary with AJ. Smith as treas-

urer. A curling association was also formed. Edwin
Lindell was the carpenter and supervisor for all the volunteer labour. The name chosen was submitted byJohn
Foryth Sr.
August 1965 saw our treasured arena burned to the
ground. How devastating! 'l'he decision for our Cana.da
Centennial project had been decided for us! We had to

Laminated wooden beams for new rink (1965)
toes added to the feast, topped off

rebuild!
Hank Ceretti from the highways department with his
crew and equipment cleared away the debris. Thor
Sigurdson and Sid Rushforth were the paid carpenters
and all other labour was volunteered. Ladies kept the
workers in coffee and lunch.
Construction began inJune 1965 to re-build. When
completed it was said to be the second best Recreation
Center in rural MB.
Funds came from many sources, former building insurance of $35,000, funds the community club had on
hand, Legion and Auxiliary, personal donations munici-

with mouth-watering

homebaked cakes.
This event draws huge crowds and is now run in conjunction with Wild West Days sponsored by the horse
clubs.

The 200 club supper and dance now in its 19th year.
In the beginning most of the food was donated for this
event. Baseball tournaments, including the Coors Tournament,
The Ice Carnival - The young ladies who let their

name stand to run for the Carnival Queen are to be
commended for their sportsmanship and their efforts to
collect votes by selling tickets. There is also some revenue from recreational hockey, and indoor horse shows
held in the arena.
Many changes have taken place from our humble
beginnings when the E.M.C. Hospital Guild organized
all the volunteers to man the "coffee booth" at the arena
and sports grounds, they now have a co-ordinator, who
receives a small stipend for their many hours of work,
There is a full time caretaker for the Legion Hall and an
Arena caretaker is hired for the winter months.

pal and centennial grants.
The skating ice was ready in December, 1965. The
curling ice by early spring in 1966, the dance hall inJune,
1966. The offìcial opening of the complex was held September 23,1967. Total cost to this time being $110,000.
The lounge/bingo addition was added on in 1974,
"Community Club" - Over the years the larger sources
of income were from special events held annually. Talent-night formerly held in conjunction with the Portage
Rotary Club, is now sponsored by CFRY radio station
and the Community Club.
ttCorn Roast" - The first ever corn roast and dance
was the "brainchild" of Art and Lucy Lindell at their
farm near Hartfield School in 1954. The Sunday of the
long weekend in September has been the date for this

In

1995, The Legion decided to install a Freedom

lift,

located near the entrance to the dance hall. It is accessible for wheelchairs and others who need it. Finances for
the lift came from donations by local community organizations, personal donations, a government grant and the
halenre was
-----" *" neid
r"^* frnm fhc Lpøinn Bincrn firnd.

popular event e.,'er since.
Ten years later the Lindells sold their farm and moved
near town. The corn roast and dance was continued by
the Community Club and held at the Recreation Centre. Lindells, with able assistance of Essie and Frank
Malpas and Ellen Kihn, continued to Iook after the corn.
Donated homemade bread and sliced garden-ripe toma

In

--o---- ----Þ-

1996 another improvement was made with the in-

stallation of folding doors between the dance hall and
lounge to accommodate large seminars who have several speakers. The beef seminar of 1996 was pleased with
the changes. A donation for the doors was received from
the Dept. of Agriculture with all other monies coming
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from the Legion Bingo fund. There has been extensive
renovations to the facility bathrooms, to include one in
the arena rotunda for "wheelchair" guests.
All regular maintenance is done on a regular basis for
the betterment of the facility.

The Eriksdale Recreation Centre is supported by the

community club and the Royal Canadian Legion, Commemoration Branch and Auxiliary #I40.
The Community Club is comprised of volunteer directors who govern the use and maintenance of the skat-

ing and curling area, the rotunda and operation of the
Baseball Gathering 1945-46 Scotch Bay
Will Watson, Hugh Blue, Geo Blue, Wilfred Blue,
Stanley Blue, Doug Watson, Arnold Blue, Jack
Penny. Wm Price, Neil BIue, Ernie Blue, Norman
Lee,Robert Blue(whíte shírt & braces). Mrs. Wm
Príce?, Euníce Watson, Dorís Blue, Clara Watson,
Edíth Watson, Mrs. Hugh(Lizzy) Blue, Mac Blue

canteen.

The Legion and Auxiliary govern the banquet hall,
dance hall and lounge. These sponsors continue to make
tremendous financial contributions to the direct construc-

tion and the continuation of maintenance. Through extensive fund raising, excellent management and volunteer labour, the Eriksdale Recreation Centre can operate with minimal fees, thereby allowing everyone to en-

joy the benefits of the facility.

the ball club or else you paid a further 25 cents at the
gate. For many years we hardly got by the 5-run call so

Memories of Baseball

those on the bottom of the line-up never got to bat! How-

ever, as the years went by, we got a little better and even

by Jim Forsyth
Summertime was a different kettle of fish! There were

won some games. By 1940 we had a respectable team,
with some hitting to go with the rest of it. We had a shortage of players all the time, and one fellow insisted on
pitching, although he was not our best pitcher. We would
go along with this out of necessity. Then when he got

usually eight or ten picnics each summer and since there
was an acute shortage of players, the ball team had to
recruit all the bods they could get. That's how I got my
start at 14 years old. I could not run, could not catch and
was a wild thrower, so they put me on second where I
could do the least damage. Many of us had no rides to
the town where the picnic was going on. Gordon Smith
would takes us in his dad's car and we would pay 25
cents each for the gas. The entry fee was often paid by

ú,

Eriksdale Girl's Team 1946
Mabel Stout, Gerry Jundt, Claire Smíth,Elsie
Dowsett, Nan Forsyth.
Margie Lundale, Grace Hughes, Pauline Longmuir,
lrene Anderson, Ellen Berg

Tammany Tígers 1922
Players (not in order) K. Backman, R. Dicks,
Mítchell. C. Maddin, N.W. Kyle, L. Maddin, C
Laird, A. Ward & O.E. Sharpe
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Eriksdale Ball Team (c. l94B)
Allan Longmuir, John Forsyth, Bob Lundale,
Lennie Gudmundson, Hazen Jeffers,
Thor Sigurdson.
Jím Willetts, Lyman Heroux,John Forsyth lcoach),
Len Heroux, Glen Taylor

Pinevíew Baseball Club (1952)
Arnold Blue, Victor Price, Robert Blue
Ole Larson and Siggi Freeman come to mind. I could be
argued with, but I thought Siggi Freeman, in his day was

rocked for a lot of hits, he would walk off the fìeld on us.
More than once we had to beg a player from another
team so we would have nine men to continue! My brother

the best pitcher ever up here. Alfie Cuthbert from
Moosehorn, Lloyd Paulson, George Ledehowski from
Chatfìeld were some of the really good ones, but Siggi
sometimes pitched five games in a day and sometimes
lost the final one because he had lost a little steam after

John pitched well for us but he was often needed badly
as a catcher and so was not used as much as he should
have been. There was a pretty good class of ball at the
picnics around that time. Q¡rite a few Winnipeg teams
tried their luck up here but didn't always get their way.
Siglunes always had a good team with good pitching.

so much work.

After the w¿l¡ was over we had a much better team
with a lot of the same players who were much more
mature by this time. We also were blessed with very good

pitching from the likes of Glen Taylor and Thor
Sigurdson. Thor was a very, very good pitcher and won

many games by his pitching alone. However, throughout all this, the object was to win, but most of all to Haue
fun. Therc was a keen rivalry between the local towns
but most of the players had that intangible feeling of
sportsmanship ingrained in them. Play Hard to Win,but
be a Good Sport!

The Eriksdale North Sfars 1O7O
by Harry Warwick
This team was organized by Harry Warwick and was

Art Forsyth, John Sigurdson (coach), Thor

registered in the Manitoba Amateur Softball Association

Sigurdson, Lennie Gudmundson, ? ,Gummie
Johnson, Len Heroux. Glen Taylor, John Forsyth,
Bob Lundale, Hazen Jeffers, Baldur Johnson

(MASA) in the year 1970. TheJunior Boys division of
MASA rules stated an age limit of 20 years, and that all
players were to be resident of the town or area in which
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they were registered.
Our roster consisted of thirteen players, one coach,/
manager and one assistant coach.
The North ^Sf¿rswent into the final, best of three championship round against Brandon Highballers made up of
all 18 to 20 year olds. These games were held at Charlie
Ikrpp Stadium in Winnipeg. The North Stars featured
nine 15 year olds and four 18 year olds. Game #1 was a
nip and tuck battle, but we managed to win by a four to
two score. All our second line players got a chance to
play in game #2 which Brandon won. Our #3 game left
no doubt who was the better team. We won it twelve to
two. As coach and manager this was one of my proudest
moments!

In the Regular Ball Tournament on Monday 21st.,26
teams entered three categories.

In Hard Ball Siglunes c¿ìme in fìrst, Interlake Astros
second, Lundar third and Larkspur from the Eddystone
area fourth.
In Fast Ball it was the Eriksdale Outlaws over the Briksdale Sweat Hogs, Ashern Wildcats finished third and the
Dog creek Saints fourth.

In the girls teams it was the Ashern Fa¡merettes who
prevailed over Eriksdale Aces.
Saturn Shows were on hand to provide diversion with
rides and games.
Fastball has been very popular in the area for many
years. A team which lasted quite a long time is the Outlaws. In a sports report of the Spectator datedJune 14,
1989 an article headed Erilcsdale Outlaus crush Arborg Aces
states "Pitching was the difference last Thursday night
as the

Outlaws posted a 7-1 home victory over the Arboug

Aces in Central Interlake Fastball League action. Mike
Jeffers came through with yet another fìne performance

on the mound". They no longer play in a league but do
play tournaments.

ffi
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Eríksdale Fastball Team,
won the Provincíal Jr. Championship l97l
Harry Warwick (coach), Dave MacFadyen, Chuck
Arnason, Síggi Sigurdson, Randy Sígurdson, Ray
LeStrat, Campbell Forsyth, Ken Wolfe (coach).
Chris Coughlin, Al Forsyth, Darryl Sígurdson, Ron
Olafson, Glen Townsend, Jack Pool
& Robert Godfrey

Mudheads placed third in the Natíonals (mixed
Slow-pitch) at Níagara Falls, Ont. 1992

Eriksdale Ball Tournaments

Award Presenter, Travís McDougall, Tim

It has been the custom for many years for the Community Club to sponsor a May Long Weekend and a Mid
June Ball Tournament. In the last five years they have

Christiansen, Blaine Smith, Ken Blue, Mike Pi^nder,
Wayne Blue, Scott LeStrat, Mike Jeffers, Award
Presenter.
Lori Christiansen, Carole Frechette, Coral Blue,
Jody Fisher, Leanne Pinder, Crystal Peterson

discontinued theJune tournament and often hold aJuly
Coors Tournamentinstead as Slo-pitch has become more

popular in the 1980's and 1990's.
A typical May long weekend was held

in

The First Gours Tournament

1984. On

Sunday May 29, a Slo-pitch Tournament limited to 16
teams was held. The play offs were called at 4 p.m. due
to a fìne drizzle and cool winds. When the play was called
the prize money was divided between the eight eligible

The fìrst Cours Tournament was held inJuly 1991. It was
organized by the Mudhead Team who managed the Beer

teams.

ter the booth. The net proceeds went towards the new

gardens, umpires and the draw McEwen Park looked
after gate workers and the Community Club looked af-
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her urging and her daughter-in-law, Claire Smith's organizational skills and with myself as the first teacher
the Briksdale's First Figure Skating Club had its beginnings in the winter of 1957.
Claire Smith collected 50 cents from each of my sturlents for a.l/2 hoi'rL. group lesson held every Tiresday
and Thursday duringJanuary to about mid-March. In
the first indoor rink I do recall that we put on "Cinderella"
in which we were able to use everyone in the Dutch
Waltz, There were fancy costumes. This show wÍN preformed for the parents. We may have skated to the Dutch

bleachers. The Mudhead Team which consisted of Eriksdale boys and Lundar girls got its start in the mid 1980's
by high school students. Tä.ken from a news article August 10, 1988: "Our Eriksdale Mudheads won over
Teulon in a slo-pitch tournament held in Teulon Sunrlay,July 31. They won first prize, bagging $500." The
highlight of their lime together was winning a seat to the
nationals in 1992, They continued playing until 1994.

Figure Skating
The First Eriksdale Figure Skating Club (1957-58)
and its First Teacher
by Carol (Ross) Anderson
It all had its humble beginnings way back when I, around
12 or 13 years old, had looked through an Ice Capades
program and fell in love with those beautiful costumes
and skaters. At that time I had just learned to skate in an
old pair of second or third hand-me-down pair of boys
skates. After seeing that program I dreamed of owning a

Waltz at a carnival.

My twenty-five students whose names I found on

a

card were Cheryl Whitney, Linda and Patricia Hallson,

Candice Breckman, Marilyn and Elaine Surgenor,
Sandra Goodridge, Donna and Sandra Pool, Linda
Fairbairn, Lynn Forsyth, Marlene Heroux, Donna Boss,
Beryl Lane, Gayle and Marlene Smith,Janet McFadyen,
Maureen Rutherford, Joanne Mills, Gail and Brenda
Heroux, Karen Sidwall,Janis Weatherburn, Charlie and

pair of figure skates and being able to cut the figure eight.
This eventually did happen. The next Christmas I
received my first fìgure skates which were far to large as
I was expected to grow into them plus I would need that
extra space for warm socks because I would be practising outdoors.
My parents and an Aunt Grace (Ross) Riley from
Winnipeg arranged with a pro, Leslie Goodwin, that I
would take private lessons once every two weeks at the
Winnipeg Arena. I received a ride into Winnipeg with
Bill Smith who drove a hansport tru ckfor Knox and &nitlt
Bill loved his cigars. As soon as we got into the cab he lit
one up and stubbed it out when we arrived. I wouldn't
dare complain for I most certainly wanted skating les-

Bnid Ross.

During this time period Art Devlin, a farmer from
East of town, knew how to dance with skates on ice and

to my delight I had an ice dance partner. We practised
and skated for pleasure and were asked to skate in the
Eriksdale and Lundar Carnivals preforming the Skater's
Waltz and a Tango. Years later we were called back as
guests

for the Eriksdale Centennial Carnival. After

a

quick practise we were able to give a performance, but
shaky, using our same old dances.
From these early beginnings that First Club instigated

by Mrs. Claire (Gordon) Smith with Carol Ross as its
first teacher has come a long way. Professional coaches
entered the scene resulting in a club from which many
beautiful skaters have passed. The torch has been carried on!
Others continue the story of fìgure skating from here:
With the help of our local, certifìed coaches, all the
children who wished to learn to skate were given the
opportunity. The club grew in scope, with skaters passing tests in figures, dance and free skate. Some took part
in regional and provincial competitions.
Perhaps the highlight over the years for most skaters
was participating in Carnivals. Parents helped plan, the
programs for skaters, carnivals and make costumes.
In 1996, there are 44 members registered in skating,
seven are also certified coaches.
Jody Lamb - winner of two Regional competitions in

sons!

To accomplish my dream was not easy. I missed a
day of school, was taking piano lessons, was in a 4-H
Club, helped with the milking (we lived on afarm about
7 l/2 miles out of town), helped clear snow off the rink
which my brother Fred had built then maybe if I had
time and was not to tired I would practise. (No time for
boys!) That ice was prettybrittle and would develop lots
of cracks. Yes it was cold!
I had only two winters (January-Mid March) of lessons once every two weeks plus summer school session

of two weeks where I passed my first year of Figures and
the Preliminary Dance - Not Much!!

Mrs. AJ. Smith had seen me skating in the Eriksdale
Arena and realized what a few lessons could do. With
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the Interlake states:

"I

spent 14 years at the Eriksdale

Recreation Centre enjoying figure skating because I loved

to skate. It was a learning experience and exciting to
jumpr spin and dance on ice. I met many people through
lessons, teaching and competitions and I learned to work
hard, trying to be the best I could be, something that I
hope will stay with me the rest of my life.
Thank you to the Community of Eriksdale for giving
me so many wonderful memories of years at the rínk"

Eriksdale Curling Glub
In

with the building of the Eriksdale Ice Gardens
which included two sheets of curling ice, curling came
to Eriksdale. Curlers such as Nels and Dot Stewart and
Ralph and Ethel Poston introduced locals to this sport.
In those days individuals wanting to curl entered their
names which were put into a hat from which rinks were
drawn. If you had a good knowledge of the game you
were deemed a skip. People with absolutely no experience or knowledge were more than welcomed, often
playing lead.
1954,

'1958 Guttormson Challenge Trophy
Larry Whitney, Wínston Duncan, Ron Appleyard,

Hal Svíestrup. Ray Smith, Ralph MacFadyen,
Marvin Sviestrup, Lorne Smith

into community club accounts. In the late 1980's the
curling club became autonomous with its own constitution and put revenue into its own account. It makes a
donation to the community club to help pay for caretaking and hydro. Over the years the curling club has paid
for separating the interior of the rink rotunda area into a
curling club viewing room. It also converted an adjacent dressing room into a curler's change room. Maintenance of the ice plant is also a curling club responsibility.

Pastor's Bonspiel
Ralph Poston, Hal Hallson, Dan MacFayden,
Rev. Ron Johnstone

In 1965 the rink was destroyed by fire and when the
new recreation centre was built the curling rink housed
three sheets of ice. Though the rink was indoors it was
not insulated or heated and some nights it was bitterly
cold. In the early 1970's the rink was insulated and heaters installed. This created a problem making and keeping ice. Around 1976, a fundraising drive raised money
for an artificial ice plant which was purchased and in-

Hazen Jeffers, Lorne Smith, Barry Knoll,

Ray Dowsett

stalled.

Mens, Ladies, Carnival and Mixed Bonspiels were
held every year. The Men's Bonspiel in the 1960's was

The curling club operated under the umbrella of the
community club with fees, bonspiel profits etc. being put
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there has always been a strong interest to carry on the
sport. Today, there are over 50 curlers participating in
local ladies, mens, and mixed league play as well as about
25 students participating in school curling. School children have always been encouraged to participate. Many
chilclren have participaterl in the provincia,ljunior crrrling bonspiel. Fees a¡e kept reasonable due in large part
to the free skating donations given by residents to fund
the recreation centre. Trophies and some prizes are donated by businesses and individuals. Presentþ there is a
mixed bonspiel held at the beginning of December to
start off the season, followed in January by a Men's
Bonspiel and Ladies Bonspiel. A mixed bonspiel is held
during Carnival weekend. All bonspiels have three events
and, with the exception of the carnival Bonspiel include
a supper made by volunteers. A businessmen's bonspiel
is held in March which wraps up the curling year.

Memories of Hockey
by Jím Forsyth
Long before Foster Hewitt yelled- "He Shoots! He
Scores!", we had some very exciting hockey here in our
community. Most of the gâmes were played in the daytime since the lighting was so poor at night that the poor
old goalie could not see the puck even when it was sitting there, let alone when it was shot at him! Of course
some of them were accused of being blind anyway. We
had some rabid, die-hard fans in those days. Regardless

Curling Trophy
very successful. There were so many entries that the skating rink was converted into five sheets of curling ice.
Curling carried on round-the-clockwith the lunch booth
open round-the-clock, also. Many curlers from a distance
camped out at the rink, sleeping on benches in sleeping
bags. One year there were 83 rinks entered.

of the temperature, sometimes 40 below, George Hughes

As with hockey, curling interest waned at times but

would be there to be our timekeeper.Jack Husband was
always there to report the news to the Pr¿ss.
AJ. Smith,Johnny Forsyth,John Sigurdson and Cliff
Dinnes were almost always there. Sometimes with money
bet on our cause. On meeting Cliff Dinnes after we had
lost a game-"What did you think of that game Cliff?" "The Blooooody Baacks were No Good." So much for

&
éâ

l2

n
Ð

hard work!

E

Some of the players that

I

il

I

remember from before

played Senior hockey were Rev.Jim Fargey in goal,

w

I

Cliff

Casselman, who was a real playmaker! He had played
in the mining towns down in Q¡rebec. His brother Ivan,
lanky and lean and tall.
Big Bill Smith, he could really stick handle! When
Bill went to shoot, the other team would part like the
Red Sea- let the goalie stop it- it was too hard for anyone

7

U

else! Gordon Smith was the hub of our defence for years.
Mostly he stayed at home on the blue line, but when he
made a rush, no one wÍur anxious to get in his way, boy!

1988 Lakeshore School Divísíon Championshíp
Jacalyn Christiansen, Lynette Klement, Tracy
Smíth & Diane Sanford
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Hockey on outdoor rink (early l95Os) Note overhead líghts! Len Heroux #6,Gordon Smith #2

C.J.Knox, Vernon Johnson, Art Forsyth. Ken
Rutherford, Ross Caldwell, Berníe Muller, Roy
Halldorson, Thor Sígurdson, ? .
Len Heroux ín front (1935-36)
Jake Goodridge was Gordon's defense partner andJake
stopped all the long, high shots on his chest. He always
wondered why he had a sore chest after a game! He of
course had no chest protector on - just plain muscle!
Johnnie Mills played many a good game for us between
the pipes. We had some speedsters on our team. Louis
Suiter, Murray Cox, andJohnny Forsyth could all put it
in high gear when they had to beat someone to the puck.
Lundar had some really good players in their time
too. Slivers Breckman was fast and tricky- a real good
sport. Walter Breckman played goal for them for many
years. Bill andJohnny Halldorson played forward and
Lawrence Ingimindson was there, though past his prime,
with all the nasty tricks he learned when he was with the

Canada Westinghouse Trophy win (195Os)
Gordon Smith, Doug Ferris, Hazen Jeffers,Bill
Olson, Lyman Heroux, Thor Sígurdson,
Fred Ross,Jack Bryson.

Jim Willetts, Jim Forsyth, Art
Dowsett, Allan Longmuír, Ralph Longmuír

Eddie Anderson,

Later, when I got to play with some of these fellows,
there were changes on the team of course. My defense
partner was usually Howard Knox. He played a rugged
game and sometimes had to be rescued from hostile players.Jim Willetts played goal for us and sometimes got so
mad after the first goal that it was very hard to score on
him again. Later on, Ken Rutherford played goal for us

Selkirk Fisherman.
There used to be only two or three home games a
ye¿[, so a hockey game was a real memorable occasion.

and usually saw a phenomenal amount of rubber.

MaÈe

Cliff D. was right eh?
Bruce Goodridge, his brother Don, Len and Lyman
Heroux, Art Dowsett and HazenJeffers, Thor Sigurdson
all came to play later on. They were all pretty good but

Stan Sharpe was the Eddy Shackon the team. He was like
a raging bull when he got going. He wasn't the best

player, but he created mayhem in the ranks of the opposition.
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Keith Willetts, Kevin Heroux, Darryl Sigurdson,
Ken Lindell, Boyd Gumbrill,
Allan Seymour, Reid Lindell, Jan Vanderlinde,
Calvín Surgenor, David Bodykevich, Dwight
Surgenor,Terry Heíndricks, Douglas Duncan

MAHA 1954-55 Wínners of Armstrong Trophy
Bruce Goodridge, John Forsyth, Ernie Olafson,
Joe Vígfusson, Allan Dowsett, Thor Sigurdson,
Chris Johnson, Len Heroux, Gordon Smíth.
Lyman Heroux, Art Dowsett, Fred Ross, Hazen
Jeffers, Wílf Jenke, Allan Longmuir, Bruce
Breckman, Míke Kutzy

Gordíe Juníper.

you could print pages about Hazen and never do him
justice! He was big, he was fast, and could handle the
puck like a wizard, and with all this could shoot like
Gordie Howe! He was by far the best that we had and I
still maintain he could have made the NHL. Hazen's
biggest problem was that he never got mad enough to
retaliate when someone roughed him up. He would just
grin and laugh when the other guy got
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a penalty.

Art Dowsett (coach). Craig Kaartinen, Dale
Lavallee, Johnny Towsend, Míles Rutherford,
Archie Dowsett, Marty Kauppila, Ronnie
Yanchishyn, Lawrence Juniper.
Trevor Sturgess, Howard Kauppila,
Gordie Juniper, Davíd Gleich, Dwíght Lindell,
Miles Sigurdson, Tom Zasitko (î969-7O)
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We played games against Warren- one game at night

I

was 42 below and a north wind blowing right down the

rink. We played Woodlands, Clarkleigh, OaIc Point, Lundar, Ashern, Dog Creek. Most of the games were just
lu:¡rne and home since thele was no league then. Some
games we won, some games we lost, but we always had
fun and could always say that we had tried our best to

lnterlake Champs I 97'l-72
Wayne Kaartinen (coach), Brían Roach, Ron
Heroux, Kevin Heroux, Rort Olafsott, Arnold
Eyford, Al Forsyth (ín front), August LeStrat, John
Blanford, Ernie LeStrat.
Cliff Jeffers, Eddie Evans, Lorne Ssmith, Doug
Forsyth, Bob Chetyrbok, Randy Sigurdson,
Wayne Lavallee

win!

by a Hockey Mom
The first skating rink was started south of the site of
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and Oak Point. There was a strong rivalry between the
towns and games drew large fan support. Press stories
tell of a crowd of over 600 suearningfans attending one
game at Eriksdale during a Karsin Tiophy play-off. One
year, the seniors were particularly successful, winning
the Westinghouse Cup embl¿matic ofsuþremacyrnthe western division of the Interlake Division, the Karsin trophy

(for the East-West Interlake Championship) and then
beating Cardale in the MAHA Consolation Cfinals to
win the Eddie Armstrong Memorial Cup. Games were
mostly played on open-air rinks and often in the worst
weather.

Eriksdale Mustangs (early l97Os) - Allan Eyford,
Ray LeStrat, Campbell Forsyth, Al Forsyth, Darryl
Sígurdson. Edwin Lussíer, Glen Townsend, Chris
Coughlín, Kevin Heroux, Ron Olafson, Raínie
McKinnon (coach).
Ronnie Juniper, Les Líndell, Erníe Paterson,
Clarence Steínthorson, Keith Willetts,

Lloyd Pottinger, Boyd Gumbrill
the Eriksdale Creamery. After several sites had been
abandoned, the school grounds (where the Lakeshore
office and Eriksdale Playground are situated) were chosen for the location of the rink until the first hockey and
curling arena was built in 1954 at the present rink site.
In the late 1940's and early 1950's Eriksdale played
in the Interlake Senior Hockey League against Lundar

Jack Pool(coach), Brent McKinnon, Ed Klement,
Steven Watson, Sean Penny, Cameron
Penny(coach). Joey Willament, Colin Ryden,
Robbie Cooper, Curtis Miller, Shane Smith. Derek
Boss, John Kaartinen, Barrett Nelson,
Robert Wílletts, Blaír Pool

ffi

In the late 1950's and early 1960's due to a lack of
players there was a struggle to ice a team. Sometimes a
team was formed with younger players filling in the lineup and sometimes local players played with Ashern or
Lundar in a senior league.
In the late 1960's to early 1980's the Eriksdale Seniors, called the Mustangs, competed in the Western InEríksdale I O yr. olds played at the Munn Cup in
Thompson, coming in 2nd on the "A" side Shane Kauppila, Michael Lamb, Randy Kaartinen,
John Postlethwaite, Mark Jeffers, Kevin
McLelland, Bradley Lutz.
Dean Anderson, Danny Kaartinen, Lorne Lavallee,
Paul Forsyth, Kenny Mason, Darren Lutz,
Davíd Gleích

terlake Hockey League which included teams from Ashern, Eriksdale, Oak Point, Woodlands, Meadow Lea and

later such teams

as

Lundar, St. Eustache, Poplar Point,

Stonewall, Arborg, Teulon, Riverton, eventually splitting

into two divisions.
Eriksdale iced a strong team for most of this period
winning the Lawson Tiophy eight times in a twelve year
period, the Karsin Trophy once and finishing in fìrst or
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Tom Johnson (Asst. Coach), Grant Sígfusson,
Robert Mark, Gordie Johnson, Steven Didluck,
David lnglis, Rodney Monkman, Frank Van der

Keith Lundale (Coach), Tyler LeStrat, Krystin
Lundale, Shaylene Boychuk, Jason Greig,David
Juníper, Holly Larade, Lawrence Juniper (Coach).
Haley Bennett, Alícia Nickel,
Kyle Lundale & Gregory JuníPer

Graaf (Coach).Bo Bjoranson, Gary Sanford, Jamíe
Ryden, Mark Johnson (goalíe), Kevin Van der
Graaf, Paul Ryden, Michael Kaartinen
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l9B6-87 Lakesíde Midgets - won league
M.A.H.A. "C"

&

1995 female Midget Hockey Team - taken at
Morden where they won the Consolation Trophy
Brad Drews(E), Cíndy Kerbrat(St.L), MandY
Lussier(E), Tory Chrístíansen (L),Míchelle Bernier,
(F.B.J Tricia Larade(E), Jill Clegg(L), Kristen
Lundale, (E) Keith Lundale(EJ.
Shaylene Boychuk(E), Bianca Carriere(St.L)
Tammy Buors(St.L), Holly Kinkead(E),
Rochelte Carriere(St. L), Tiffany Miller(L),
Laura Mosienko(E)

David Sigfusson (Coach), Marcel Lavallee, David
Johnson, Robbie Dixon, Kevín Johannson. Byron
Blue, Aaron Eyolfson, Ron Weatherburn, Wade
Sígfusson, Bob Nickel, Clifford Ryden, Edwin
Ryden(Mgr.). Jamie Christiansen, Michael
Johnson, Jayson Surgenor, Blaíne Smith,
Blair Smith, Jím Crowe
second place in standings ten times. The hockey was
exciting and fan support tremendous. Eriksdale left the
league when, once again, there were not enough players. Players who still desired to play at this level continued, playing with Lundar.^lhe Mustangs became a recreational hockey team and, for a few years, played in a
recreational league and in tournaments. The Eriksdale
Antelopes, another recreational team, was also formed

Many of those involved with senior hockey were family men who began to devote their time arrcl kuowledge
to minor hockey.
Up until the early 1970's, minor hockey was loosely
organized, Teams made up of several ages were formed
to play home and away exhibition games against Lundar and Ashern and occasionally to play a tournament,

about this time.
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In the early seventies, the EAGL Friendship League was
formed with Ashern, Eriksdale and Lundar and perhaps
a team or two from St. Laurent. Around this time, Eriksdale players as young as fïve or six were registered with
MAHA for the first time and the Eriksdale Minor Hockey
Club was formed. ln 1977-78, Ashern left the BAGL
league to join the North Interlake Minor Hockey League.
This left Eriksdale and Lundar on their own. Teams south
played in the Southwest Interlake Minor Hockey League.

In this league teams consisted of single age groups ie. 10
year olds, 12 year olds. Since neither Eriksdale nor Lundar had enough players to ice a team in each age level it
was decided to bury past rivalry and unite to form the
Lakeside Minor Hockey Association with each town retaining their individual clubs with representation from
each on the Lakeside executive and to join the south
league. Players used both rinks for practice and played
out of each town in alternate years so that each town
hosted minor hockey teams and their own tournaments.
It was because of this strong spirit of co-operation that
youngsters were provided a chance to play at their own
age level. These teams were very successful and won
many tournaments, league titles, and MAHA provincial
championships. The boys developed an up close and personalrelationship with the province as they travelled to
many different towns for games and tournaments. One
team, the North Interlake Kings, a midget team, even
travelled to Sweden to play exhibition games. This
hockey, of course, meant a great commitment in terms
of time and money for players, parents and coaches.
Today for those who are not interested in playing organized minor hockey there is supervised recreational
hockey on Saturday available for all ages. The children
participate in drills and are then divided into four teams
of two age groups. They alternately play scrimmage
games within their age group.
In 1983-84, another level of hockey was introduced
to the area when an AAA Rural Midget League was
formed and boys from midget teams in the area were
invited to try out. In 1884-85 the rural league combined
with Winnipeg Tier I and several players from Lakeside
played on the Interlake team in this league until it folded
in 1987. The Interlake again iced a team, the Lightning,
in the early 1990's with representation from Lakeside.
Some players have gone on to play junior hockey.
Girls also showed an interest in this exciting game,
Some of the young women and high school girls formed
the Eriksdale Fillies and played home and away exhibi

Jarmo's Mural on Credit Union Building
tion games with Lundar, Ashern, and St. Laurent. Some
girlsjoined minor hockey. In 1992, agirls'Pee Wee Team
was formed with girls from Fisher branch, Ashern, Eriks-

dale and Lundar. They played in MAHA provincials at
Deloraine. They won in 1992-93 at Lundar in MAHA
play and in 1994-95, and 1995-96 competed in Gimli at
the Midget level. These girls play in league play for the
fìrst time in 1995-96 against thePee WeeBoys.
Today, Briksdale still maintains its own minor Hockey
Club and players play with players from Lundar, Oak
Point and sometimes St. Laurent, as part of Lakeside
Minor Hockey. As long as there are sticks and puclatherc
will be players on the ice on skates, in the streets in runners, on the floors in socks, dreaming "He Shoots, He
Scores!"
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Football/Horse/S kiing

Football game at Eastlands

Skíing (1936)
Bernie Muller, Hazen Jeffers, Roy Halldorson,
Eddie Garner. Cormack Knox, Art Dowsett,
Georgie Robson

Hartfield Ladies & Girls GIub

Hartfield Ladies Group
Mrs Neely, Lucy Lindell with ?, Paulína Lindell,
Margie Torgerson, Phyllis Neely

Horse Race at Oak Point, July l, '1951
lst Prize, Arnold Blue on Curious
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Garden Club at Clydebank (c. 1945)

Mrs

Essie Lamb (leader), Doris Seymour, Keith

Allen, Elza Ryden,
Ricky Lawrence, John Ryden, B. Hobbs (Ag. Rep.)

Memories of Yesterday
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Ross Lindsay

Percy Ruffles (c. '193O)
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LEISURE
Since its beginning we have had a visual arts display

The Great Northern lnterlake
Festival of the Arts
In the fall of

part of our festival. This has enabled local artisans,
Lhe public and schot¡ls aur opporl"urrity to display their
art work, handwork and crafts. For the first time, this
as a

ofpeople from Fisher Branch,
Koostatak, Briksdale, Ashern, and Lundar areas met in
Fisher Branch to re-establish a music and arts festival
and to provide the young people and residents of our
area with a forum to showcase their talents. Some of the
main people instrumental in the formation and naming
of the festival were Kathy and Ravi Venn, Bleanor
McMillan, Faye Goranson, Donna (Laing) Kingsley,
Dorothy McKay.
1978 a group

years (94) we had this section adjudicated according to
entries from the Provincial Syllabus.
Each year we have held a competition for design for
our progrÍun cover. A design is selected for the entries,
most of which come from the school children in our festival areas. In 1990 we also selected a design which was
used on a placemat. These placemats were distributed
to restaurants in the festival a¡eas to promote and adver-

There had previously been a music and speech festival in the 1950's but it had lapsed.
Our festival was to cover the areas from (Hwy #6)
Lundar to the South and up to Moosehorn on the North
with the Easterly boundary being the areas surrounding
Fisher Branch and Peguis. In the years when the festival
is in the Southern towns, St. Laurenthas taken part. When
the festival moves to the Northern towns Gypsumville
has participated. The festival has been hosted by the five
main communities:
1. Fisher Branch- 1978, 83, 87,95
2. Briksdale- 1980, 84, 88, 92
3. Lundar- 1981,85, 89,93
4, Ashern- 1982,90,94
5. Moosehorn- 1986,91
As it moves, each community elects its own executive and has contact people in the other communities to
do the fundraising and to pass on information. There is

tise the event.
As part of our festival, an evening concert is held each

year.

In the beginning the concert

session was adjudi-

cated. Gradually we changed to a format where some of
the items were adjudicated and others were for perform-

In 1991 we switched to a performance only
progrÍun. A variety of items are picked from the proance only.

gram to representthe various communities and to present

In the last few years we have
tried to include guest performances from groups or people not entered in the festival program. A few of our
adjudicators in the last few years have also participated
in our concert.
The Great Northern Interlake Festival of the Arts began as a non-competitive festival. Adjudications and merit
awards were given out to outstanding performances. In
1991, entrants in the various classes were given a chance
of entering as a competitive or non-competitive participant. Bveryone receives an adjudication but those in the
competitive sections are awarded certificates for first,
a well rounded concert.

a great deal of volunteer spirit in the hosting communities and surrounding areas without which our festival would not be a success. In each community local
halls, churches, and schools are used for the festival program. Many times these buildings are given as donations in kind to our festival.
What started as a two day festival on May 2 and 3,
1979 in Fisher Branch, has slowly grown to a six day

indeed

second and third place. This year saw over 950/o of entrants in the competitive category.

Our festival has been able to continue due to the tremendous financial support received from the businesses

and individuals in our festival areas. Our Lakeshore
School Division is also a strong supporter, providing the

festival in 1993 and 1994. In 1979 areas of speech, drama,

fìnances for the bussing of the school students. We have

choral, vocal, dance, and instrumental were adjudicated.

also been fortunate in receiving some government grants

By 1994 areas ofband a¡rd French speech arts were also
adjudicated in addition to the original areas. During the

throughout the years.
We have kept our entry fees to a minimum (with a
high of $3 for a group entry). Our festival entries have
grown to 500* each year. The speech a¡ts section of our
festival is very strong.

years, we have also tried to encourage entries into classes

we have added for our festival. These additions have
included rap singing and line dancing.
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The festival has a scholarship committee in each community where the festival is being held. Their job is to
decide on the deserving candidates for the four awards
offered. Two cash scholarships are given out as well as
two positions to the International Peace Gardens Music
Camp. One of the camp scholarships is offered to a
teacher or instructor but if no one in these positions applies then the award is given to a student.
Programs from our Festival since it's beginning have
been catalogued and are being stored in the Lakeshore
School Division Office Library in Eriksdale.

but the ones who come the greatest distance are Mr. and
Mrs. Devlin, who travel 17 miles from Poplarfield. Until
recently they lived in Winnipeg. In a square dance club
you'll laugh your woes away. I've seen Bill Seymour and
Margaret Torgerson wipe the tears from their eyes, from
laughing at George Senyk trying to get some of us through
a new break lt's fun to dance! George Senyk's attihrde
this last fall was not so much to achieve perfection in the
dancing, as to dance for the fun of it, and for everybody
to be happy, and forget the cares of life.

Square Dancing

by Elaine Lindell Henrotte (early l94Os)
Can you imagine walking to the road, climbing onto a

A Trip to Chief's Point

Ross ( wrítten before 1976)
A Round Of Royal Fun
At a general meeting of the Community Center at Eriksdale inJune 1952, Mr. Friesen (Inspector of Schools here
at the time) who had been newly elected to the entertainment committee of the Centre, mentioned the possibility
of starting a square dance club. In the fall of 1952, Mr.
Friesen arranged to have Mr. George Senyk of the Department of Public Health and Welfa¡e Branch to come
and give two evenings of instructions in folk dancing to

By: Mrs. W.

J.

big truck and going to the beach ? Can you imagine preparing food for a picnic at the lake for some 30 people,
without benefit of wieners or hamburgers or electric stoves
or refrigerators or telephones ? Well that is exactly what
this picture represents.
I do not remember going to the road - but, not having
car
a
and I know we did not take the horses, have to
presume thatwe - Dad, Mum, David and I walked the 3/
4 mile - with Mum and Dad carrying Shirley and her
ba.fu equiprnenú plus our contribution to the lunch. But I
do remember anxiously waiting at Hartfield school for
the big truckto come. It seemed to take forever - finally a
way in the distance we'd see the big truck coming, then,
we'd hear it, then it was there . What excitement (I thought
I'd burst), the driver (Corky Knox, I think)jumped out,
opened the big doors at the back, put the stairs up, and
we climbed in amidst shouts of greeting, instructions and
always lots of laughter. We were the last pickup so everybody else in the picture was already in the truck. The
stairs were put away, the big doors closed as everybody
settled in for the ride - probably on benches - there were

the teachers in this locality. Mr Freisen, Jack Ross and
Dan McFayden agreed to go to meet him. After the discussion with Mr. Senyk, Dan andJack still felt rather dubious about how this dancing idea would go over, but a
meeting was held in the Eriksdale School and the Club
organized with a board as follows: Mr. Friesen President;

Bill Seymour Vice-President; and

Margaret
Bennet,Secretary Tleasurer. InJanuary 1953 Mr. Senyk
gave us a six-evening course and we've carried on with
an evening of dancing every two weeks. Then in the first
two weeks of December 1953 we had another course of
six evenings under Mr. Senyk's direction. Besides reviving the old Round Dances, there are innumerable new
patterns for the waltzes, two-steps, etc., such as the Irish
Waltz, The Walø of the Bells, and Boston Two-Step. Mr.
Senyk also gave us instructions in the six figures of the
Scottish Quadrilles, which are danced without calling.
They teach these quadrilles because in dancing they rep-

no lawn chairs then, always to the accompaniment of
shouts sit down- with bursts of laughter here and there. It
was windy and sometimes dusty, but oh it was a beautiful
lake and exciting ride - as we got closer to the big lakethe
truck had to slow down for the many curves in the road,
and the big holes in the road. The whineof the Ford truck
as it speeded up and slowed down is something I will
remember for my lifetime.
Finally - we were there - at Chiefs Point - parked by
the big tree - the stairs put down, the doors opened and
Lindells, Tegelbergs and Pearsons burst forth from that

resent OldManitoba. The Selkirk Settlers brought these to
Manitoba in its early days. At our dances we find that if
we get going at 8:30 that by 11 p.m. we are quite ready
for coffee and lunch-except perhaps one, and that is Davy
Lawrence. I think he often wishes those on the lunch committee would forget to look at their watches. Some of our
members come from several miles out in the country,

truck (like sheep) and headed for the beautiful beach and
the biglake.It seemed everybody went down to the water
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loaded in the center with potato salad, cold meats, buns
and whatever might be ready from the garden, accompanied by cakes and probably vinatarta - with lots of coffee made in a can over the open fìre. I don't know if
Grandma L, Mrs. Tegelberg or Mrs. Pearson ever sat
down to eat - it seemed to me they ate and drank their

coffee

as they worked tirelessly,

making sure that all the

rest of us were I'ed.

After lunch, while the ladies cleaned up the food, some
whiled away the time climbing on the bigtree, some went
for walks or exploring, some first sat back and visited - as
they waited for the one hour to pass - before they could
go back into the water. As soon as the hour was up, there
was a mass migration - back into the wet bathing suits
which were hard to pull up to where they were supposed
to be - and cold - then, back into the water. After much
swimming, wading and occasionally, falling down and
getting a face full of water, with great reluctance we came
out - teeth chattering from the cold - wet scraggly hair
hanging everywhere as we donned our warm dry clothes,
prepared for coffee and another lunch ofgood things and
finally the trip home. Amidst shouts of come for coffee and
do you haue this or that?, the truck was repacked; various
adults took a searching walk around to check for somebody's missing bathing suit, shoe or sock; wearily everyone clambered back into the truck, found their spot as
the big dor-rr barrged shut arrd before we knew it the big
truck whined as we wound in and around the curves and
potholes, heading for home; the men talking and laughing, the women visiting quietly and the children slumped
sleepily on the bench or someones knee.
Before we knew what had happened we were saying
our good-byes - heading for home and the chores, after
one of the most wonderful and exciting days to be planned
for a family outing. Those of us who were privileged to
be there, thank those who worked and planned the day from the bottom of our hearts; those of you who were
not there - mere words cannot describe what you, through
no fault of your own, missed. We are sorry you were not
there and hope that this writing will help in some small
way, to bridge that gap.

Tripto Lake Manitoba
sitting on truck, Eddie Líndell, Geo Cowdery,
Wilfred Pearson, Ferdinand Tegelberg, Rudy
Lindell. Hildur Walstrom, Konrad Pearson, John
Lindell Sr, Art Líndell, Bethel Pearson holdíng
Rodney, Bíll Pearson.
Paulina Lindell holding Shirley Lindell.
Sofia Tegelberg, Gladys Walstrom, Lucy Líndell,
Valberg (Pearson) Hammar, Mrs. Pearson (wearíng
black hat), Henning Tegelberg, Judith (Tegelberg)
Watson, Stanley Pearson, Elva & Ríck Líndell Sr.
with Rícky in front.
Harvey Hammar(?), Bernice Walstrom, Beatríce
(Hamnar) Mílls, Albert Pearson. David Lindell
(visitor), Connie & Joyce & Elaíne Líndell.
- to see it - to feel it - to smell the beautiful fresh air just to affirm it was as beautiful as we had always known.
Then, those who had worn their bathing suits under
their clothing dropped their drawers and headed into the
water; the majority headed for little bushes along the
beach where they quickly changed into their bathing suits;
then, the younger men bounded gleefully into the water,
laughing, yelling and chasing and splashing each other;
the older men like Grandpa L, Mr. Tegelberg and Mr.
Pearson waded in cautiously applying the water to themselves by handfuls - like they were having a bath - talking
quietly to themselves in their soft-spoken voices - just like
they did this everyday.
I do not remember what the women did - but feel certain the younger ones waded at the waters edge - keeping an ever watchful eye on the children playing in the
water; with the older ladies, no doubt going back to the
truck to unpack and prepare our dinner at the lake. This
huge meal was served as we all sat around on blankets

Eriksdale Memorial Commun¡ty
Centre
As remembered by: Enid Gibbíngs

In

1946 the local municipality received a small grant to

be used for some kind of Memorial for the locals who
fought or died in WWII (1939-45). The local council felt
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is not of a detrimental nature to the Community.

Taken from the minutes of 1994 - 1996
A grant was received for $10,000 in 1994, from community services, which made the following renovations possible: - lowered the ceiling with recessed lights - replaced

the windows - leveled the floor to the washrooms - a
complete repaint job - refinished the hardwood floor.
Three mural were then painted on the south wall by
Jarmo Sinisalo of the creamery, railway and old Eriksit would be fitting to buy the present building and make

dale Hospital. This has all made for a very pleasant facil-

Memorial Communíty Centre

ity for small groups to use.

true Community Centref.or all to use free of charge.
It had been standing empty for some years but at the
east end were two cells (lock ups). So locally it was known
it into

a

as TheJail.

Volunteer labor with one paid supervisor did the work.

Mr. AJ. Smith gave

a remarkable low price on the good
hardwood used in the floor that was installed, (The Grant
had all been used). A few people donated some chairs.

The building was used a great deal for meetings, teas,
showers, dinners, etc, But one had to cart their own ta-

Hospital painted by Jarmo Sinisalo

bles, chairs, dishes, etc. No water was available so cream
cans full were brought from the Creamery. An old, big
stove, using cord wood, heated the place (kind of).

All money for operating and improvements had to
be raised by the local board. The Harvest Queen Dance
in the Orange Hall was the biggest Fund Raiser each
yeaL
The bookings were done at the Post Offìce next door
(no phone). As secretary of the board for a number of
yearc (L947 plus). I remember how pleased we were to
be able to put in cupboards for a kitchen area. The Guild
and Ladies Aid donated large sets of dishes.
I believe Mrs. Allen was the first president and because a number us were readers we had cupboards installed along the north wall and started a library. The
books were all donated but it was surprising how many
rural people picked a number each Saturday and returned them the next. I acted as librarian from 10-2.

Station paínted by Jarmo Sínisalo

Another great improvement was when we raised
enough to hire a caretaker. Mrs. Maggie Houston was
that custodian for the sum of $10 a month.
Creamery painted by Jarmo Sinísalo

From the constitution:
The Center is to be open for use of all organizations
within the Municipality of Eriksdale, providing the use

A new stove and a refrigerator was donated by the
Legion Auxilary in 1995.
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Varied uses of the Community Centre are: meetings,
showers, church services, varius types of courses, dinners, family reunions, teas, sales by charitable organizations and many other activities too numerous to men-

tion. There were approximatly 150 bookings in 1995
ma,de up of about 30 different groups and organizations.

Early in 1996 the floor was leveled, but more repair
in this area is required. The community centre board
plans to improve the bathroom and kitchen areas in the
near future, also.

Many people in the community have spent countless
numbers of years as volunteers. Some over 20. The
E.M.C.C. is a very busy, important and neccessary facility in our community. Hopefuþ enough funds will be
available to make the necessary improvements and provide a happy healthy and comfortable meeting place for

the community.

& Garry Paulson,
Míke Jeffers & Brian Bottrell -

Candace McKinnon, Sharron

Eriksdale York Boat Club

Lower Fort Garry (1985)

Interest in forming a York Boat Club began after Bruce
Odlum, a development offìcer for business and tourism
spoke to the Briksdale RM council aboutgettingthis sort

Three boats were built by Winnipegosis York Boat
Construction Company in 1985 and were sold to Eriksdale, Arborg and Gimli Clubs. A fourth boat was subsequently built by Magnussons at Lake Winnipeg Boat

of club started.

Works in Gimli, and sold to the newly formed Winnipeg
Beach Club who later sold the boat to Portage la Prairie.

York Boat Race at Long Point
The Eriksdale York Boat Club began in August 1984.
They had 40 members and it was incorporated in 1985
to allow it to function as a non-profit organization and to
run the local tourist information booth.
The first active directors being, Ross Gumbrill,Jerry
Saunders, Reid Lindell, Victor Hogue, MikeJeffers and

Lower Fort Garry - Línda Jeffers, Sandy & Ross
Gumbrill, Campbell Forsyth, Brian Bottrell

Archives.

The original standard boats were 40'long with a l0'
beam, crewed by eight oarsmen, a helmsman, plus one
bowma¡r. The scaled down versions measured 30'long
with an 8'beam and was rigged with a square sail.

The boatbuilding was overseen by Robert Magnussen
of Gimli, MB whose previous experience was building
Lake Winnipeg whitefish boats.

The crews consisted of six oarsmen and a helmsman.
The Eriksdale club was completely funded by private
donations and fund raising events.

Gary Paulson.
The focal point of the club was a scaled down version

of the original York boat plan in the Hudson Bay Co.
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Eriksdale York Boat
Practísing at Long Poínt Beach (199O)
Race competitions were held in each of the four communities and the clubs also attended invitational events
and ceremonies throughout the province; such as Selkirk Highland gatherings and the western Canada Sum-

mer Games.
The ladies in the club organized a team and began
competing in the 1988 season. They won many races,
and both the men's and women's teams received trophies and plaques for their efforts.
The Briksdale Club Corporation dissolved in 1992 and

St. John's Church, now Eríksdale Museum

the club disbanded due to a hectic schedule, demand on
members time and times conflicting with other events.
The existing funds were turned over to the Eriksdale

money from government sources.
ln \972, a Provincial Employment Program provided
the labor costs for repairs to the museum building.
In 1973, another grant provided funds for the demolition of the old Hallson's store; the material was used to
construct the new St.John's Market building, which later
became the New Horizons Club rooms, further renova-

Community Club. The boat and equipment remains in
the community as a part of local history.

Eriksdale Museum
St.John's Anglican Church building and land was purchased by Lucy Lindell on May 13, 1971. The property
included two 50'x 125' lots. The building consisted of a
12'x 8'vestibule, a24'x 36'nave or main building and a
16'x l0' sanctuary and contained a pump organ, heater,
clock and pews. With much effort she established the St.
John's Market and Eriksdale Museum in this building.
June 13, 1971 saw the opening of the market for local
crafts on a trial basis. The response warranted the offi
cial title of St.John's Market. The ma¡ket and museum
filled a need, but it became necessary to separate the
two services to make the museum eligible for grant

tions, advertising signs, along the highways and catalogu-

ing of artifacts.

On Aug.9, 1974 "Briksdale Museum" was oflicially
opened. The fìrst museum board was appointed on a
provisional basis: it included Dolly Deverill, Lucy Lindell,
Frank Malpas, Lue McKellar and Doug Watson. The
municipality agreed to accept the museum as a community project.
A Local Initiatives Project grant for labour, December L974 to May 1975, provided funds to spruce up the
interior of the building. An addition was built on in 1975.
From May toJuly 1977, a Canada Works grant pro235

vided the labour to build an addition to the east end of
the museum building. Various a¡tifacts were donated by
local people, and more displays were set up. A souvenir
booklet was born, How Does a Museurn Grow?,
The work done by the people on these projects tremendously improved the overall appearance of the museum, creating greater interest in the community.
In the 1970s and 80s a grant was applied for each year
to hire a student to caretake the opening days of the
museum during the summer months. Then the New
Horizon's Club agreed to caretake. An honorarium was
agreed upon and this has been done to date. The new
Horizon's Club is a real asset to the museum as many of
their members were originally on the museum board.

In

1990 Lucy Lindell

resþed from

Steepbank Lake Resort

the museum board

with many good years given. Donna Murphy was voted
in as chairperson.
In 1994 they laid new carpeting in the addition and

tion place in the summer.
There was a"very poor road into the lake and after it
had been improved a little we got a cat and bulldozer to
come in and level the top of the hill and move some of

installed anew wood stove and dehumidifìer to the original building.
In August 1994, the museum purchased the E¡iksdale
Creamery. Much work is needed on this building.
On May 15, 1995 the RM of Eriksdale declared the
Creamery a Heritage building. Repairs were started on
the walls and the roof reshingled.
The museum is a member of the Association of Mani-

the really large boulders out of the way. Each of us chose
a site for our small campsite and set about making some
improvements. Some of us had trailers, others built cabins. The {ìrst spring we had three 14 foot boats on the
lake and a rowboat or tvvo. It was not a bad spot for
cruising around, with most of the lake from four feet deep
to around eight feet at the most. We tossed around the
idea of stocking it with fish, but the general consensus
was that there was no way to confine the fish to a small
enough area, and that it would keeze almost to the bottom, with little or no oxygen to keep the fish alive over
winter. Leonard Heroux built a road in from the road
allowance with his grader and levelled a landing strip
for his aircraft a¡rd later a dock to launch his Cessna float

toba Museums.
I

r

The present board members are: Donna Smith - chair-

person, Bileen Mclelland - secretary, Doreen
Lamoureux - treasurer, Joanne Watson, Bric Olsson,
Victor Lamoureux, Ted Watson. Linda Watson - grant
liason.

An annual meeting is held in April. An annual tea,
bake sale and raffle held in September.
The museum opens annually at the end of May and
closes at the end of September - Monday, Tüesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday - 1:30 - 4:30.

plane.

The enthusiasm wÍN high and the expectations were
great, but there was a fly in the ointment in that the
mosquitos were terrible unless you were out where a
breeze could get at you. Also, as the summer wore on
the lake grew up in weeds with great clumps of lily pads,
which made it very poor for boating.
During the summer the wild flowers grew in great
varietlr, and lots of wild fruit: cranberries, chokeberries,
saskatoons, and a hedge ofraspberries along an old field.
Some of us grew gardens, but you had to be careful what
you put in because the deer ate any of the leafy ones. It
was not unusual to fìnd geese with young ones in your
garden if you were the first to come there. They did not
stay of course, but it was a thrill to see them even if they

Steepbank Lake
Three miles north east of Eriksdale there is a small lake
about a mile in diameter, with a deep neck on the south
east corner. On the east side of this neck is a high ridge
that overlooks the water which is about one hundred
yards across. The neck and the ridge are part ofthe quarter section known as the old Ledger quarter.
Almost 30 years ago, some locals had a dream of
making this a holiday haven, and so bought the quarter
on a share basis. We found we were at a loss for a recrea236

had eaten part of the garden.
There was gradual loss of interest in the place as people found other more congenial places to camp and establish summer vacation spots. Some still persisted and
there are still two cabins there. It is mostly used as a deer
hunting headquarters and at other times reverts to the
lonely, attractive spot it was before we had our dream of
a lakeside haven in the wilderness. How things change,
and people's ideas with them in a short 30 years!

planting of fruit trees, berry and elm trees as well as erecting feeding stations, bird varieties such as yellow-bellied
sapsuckers, cedar wa¡rwings, robins, bluebirds, humming-

birds and many others will be attracted to the park.
Future Developments:
The committee would like to enhance the tourism
aspects of the park in order to bring wildlife, education
and people together, benefiting students, community,
tourism and wildlife enormously. The development of
the park will improve environmental quality, while improving the economic viability of Eriksdale by increasing tourism. The enhancement of the park will be done
by local volunteers, students and the community. When
completed the park will be advertised as a wildlife area.
The McEwen Park Committee, the community of Eriksdale, the Eriksdale school and the municipality of Eriksdale are working together on this project.

McEwen Park
This park was named after Donald A. McEwen, a conservation officer stationed in Eriksdale, 1953 - 1963. Don
was an esteemed member of the Session of the United
Church, a member of the Harry Woods Masonic Lodge
#164. and an outstanding leader for Boy Scouts while in
Eriksdale.

In 1963 he left the area to work out of Churchill, MB
with the Department of Indian Affairs. On February 11,
1966, Don was killed in an airplane accident. His wife
Norma and family donated his memorial monies to the
Eriksdale community to establish a McEwen wayside
park. A monument in his honor stands in the park. The
park had no facilities. The provincial government was
responsible for maintenance until 1986 when they relinquished this responsibility to the RM of Eriksdale.

We have planted over 300 new trees and shrubs and

with the construction of 30 new varieties of bird houses
we hope to attract many new friends of flight.
1996 brings us more challenges to make our park
known and admired by all who visit.

Eriksdale Sports Grounds
The area east of the present cemetery was the location
for the ha¡dball diamond where the Sports Days and
picnics were held. Shade for the booth was provided by

McEwen Park Development Corporation was organized in 1988 to enhance and improve the park faciliiies

erecting

from a wayside park to a 12 unit overnight campground.
The Development Corporation is made up of volunteer
members from the Royal Canadian Legion, Legion Aux.,
Eriksdale Community Club, Eriksdale Baseball Club,4-

or two occasions a truck went to Winnipeg early in the
morning and returned with the ice-cream. If, by chance,
the picnic had to be cancelled because of inclement
weather, the children were just as happy, then they ate

The park has picnic tables, gravelled parking areas,
one water tap, 12 sites for camping, a flower and shrub
a

frame and covering the top with tree branches.

the creamerywhere blocks of ice were available. On one

H Clubs, and the RM of Eriksdale Council.

garden, barbecue pits,

a

In those days ice-cream, a special treat, was brought from
Winnipeg the day before by daily train. It was stored at

small playground, horseshoe pits,

the ice-cream free!

At this time the leaf-shaded booth was operated by
various store keepers taking turns throughout the day
selling soft drinks and ice-cream. Ice was available from
the Creamery, Mr. Forsyth's butcher shop and from the
ice house behind Mr. Willett's store.
About 1932 the present site became the permanent
Sports grounds with the provision of a 99 year lease from
the municipality. The Henderson brothers had cleared
considerable bush away from the south east corner and
the first booth was located at that corner. One young
boy was greatly impressed when Cracki0l'Iills hit a ball all
the way from the present home plate to the highway.

and a sewage waste tank, washroom facilities, and an
outdoor covered picnic area. The park has been utilized
for many functions throughout the year, such

as ball tournaments, tourist camping, school picnics, family reunions, etc. The woodland lots are mainly poplar and scrub
bush with a few oak trees.
There is a marshy area behind the park that could be
made into a nesting area for geese /ducks and other
waterfowl. The park is used daily for washroom and overnight camping spots in the spring to fall seasons. Im-

provement of the park will allow for cross country ski
trails so that the park will be utilized year round. With
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sidered

themselves

wealthy!

The importance of the
concession

booth, or

stand, can't go unnoticed.

During the years the bill of
fare has altered, according

to people and circum-

Slow-pitch Mudhens l9BB - Brian Smíth battíng, Eríksdale grandstand at left

stances ie. the coming of
hydro and other modern
equipment. At one time
the ladies of the communitybaked and donated 40
or 50 pies. Who could resist a treat like that, served

The residents of Lake Manitoba Reserve came with

with a dollop of ice-cream? Sandwiches and hot dogs

their entire families on horse drawn wagons and pitched

were available. There were always chocolate bars, gum
and soft drinks. The first drinks were bottled and cooled
in a new horse trough containing water and ice. The
vendor had to bend to ground level, select the chosen
brand, wipe off excess water and remove the cap. There
was no need for aerobics that day!
Ice-cream was the most popular treat of all and even
on frigid days young children would shakily maneuver
a cone to their chattering teeth. This was at the time when
such things were really a treat. In some ways these children were fortunate in that they could enjoy a treat. To-

tents on the property where Havakeen Lunch now
stands. They were welcomed by the community and all
enjoyed the events.
Sports Day was not all ball games. Jim Walker had
games of horse shoe, pitch on the go and a coconut shy
to the north of the present grand stand.
The annual dates for the two big days were May 24,

when the commonwealth celebrated Q¡reen Victoria's
birthday and in midJune.
After 1945 these Sports Days gained more momen-

day canned drinks, hamburgers, potato chips, french fries

tum as the young people returned home. The booth was
still dressed in all it's greenery for shade until 1950 when
the present grand stand was built. Eddie Lindell was the
paid contractor and used volunteer labor. One of the
most enthusiastic volunteers was Sid Rushforth from the
Eastland district. The back-stop and fences to first and
third bases were also erected at this time, as well as the
screen in front of the grand stand. For the concession
booth at the back of the grand stand, tables were brought
into accommodate May 24th picnic that year. The shelves
and shutters were added right after that first picnic.
The fence and gate along the highway were built later,
Gordon Smith recalls going out early Sunday mornings
to cut down bush to clear the way for the first fence run-

a¡rd ice-cream are regular fare all year long.

The empty bottles could be rehrrned for a refund and
some little people arrived with several bottles to exchange
for a treat, depending on the size of the refund. It took
considerable time to decide what the treat should be,
especially since some bars were larger than others. Decisions! Decisions! Finally the selection was made and
as in one transaction, the coins were presented, fresh
from the child's mouth!
The Grounds have not been used solely for ball games.
In 1956 the annual provincial Orangemen's parade and

gathering used the grounds. There were wrestling and
boxing matches promoted by the Chyzzy brothers. An
entertaining Donkey baseball game was held on one
occasion. Some players had visual proof that t}e dt¡trkeys did not always comply with the rider's wishes. A
swift kick and bruise conveyed the donkey's thoughts.
In the early 1960's an Easter Sunday sunrise service was
held at the grounds. A young Carole Smith recalls play-

ning north.

During the years these grounds have been kept in
excellent condition, a silent tribute to a caring community. On the day following a picnic Gordon would go to
the school and ask for a couple of boys to volunteer to
help clean up the grounds. They were readily found since
each boy received $2 for his labor, At that time they con-

ing the organ with frigid fingers while the gathering
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viewed the huge wooden cross silhouetted against the
dawn. The grounds were the hub of the centennial celebrations for Canada Day in 1967 and again for Mani
toba Day in 1970 when the featured entree was roasted
buffalo. In 1980 the Explorer Girls of the United Church
camped overnight while the leaders Eleanor McMillan,
Olga Surgenor, Marg Bottrell and Myrtle Smith tried to
keep the girls in tents! A bear had been seen in the area
a few days earlier, a fact which encouraged noclurnal
noises. To date, with the close proximity of McEwen Park
and Camp grounds, the grounds lend themselves well
to family reunions. The huge attendance at the Home-

Through community support, fundraising efforts and
MCSC assistance by the end ofJune, 1994 the committee had cleared the ground, graveled the parking area,
sanded the arena, built the a¡ena fence and holding pens,
constructed the roping chute, striping chutes, set-up the
bucking chutes, built a concession/announcer stand, constructed a warm-up area, built five bleachers, and built a
perimeter fence between the ball diamonds and rodeo
ground.

OnJuly 10, 1994 the rodeo committee put on its first
amateur rodeo, Eriksdale's Wild.

added west of the main hardball diamond. Rodeo
grounds are located south west of the grandstand for
Equestrian and Wild West Days in the summer. What is
in store for the grounds which had such humble beginnings in the 1930's and moves on to the next century?

They offered
mutton busting, team roping demonstration, sheep bonnet contest, sheep dog demo, open steer undecorating,
rooster scramble, goat tying, team penning/team sorting demonstration, barrel racing, wild cow milking, wild
cow riding and bronco bingo.
The committees proposed plans for finishing the
grounds are: - putting in hydro and water, finishing the
land-scaping, erecting a barn and building an office.

McEwen Park Rodeo Committee

Playground

coming Days in 1990 attest to it's popularity.
In the recent years three softball diamonds have been

submitted by R. stuart
On October 22,I99L a community meeting was held to
see if there was indeed enough interest to warrant the
forming of a committee to develop a rodeo arena. There
were 23 people in attendance.
A planning committee was established, consisting of:
- grant application/secretarial - Ruby Stuart
- organizer - Arne Lindell, Bob Kinkead
- Blueprint (architectural) designer - Ka¡en Nickel,Jack
Hogue
- Fundraising - Debbie Kinkead

George Watson (1986)
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West Days.

MEMORIES
Over the Wall and into the Bush

t

Headlines spoke of just another prison break, but, the
July 1960 jail break would make Percy Moggey a West-

,,

ern Canadian folk hero

as he outwitted authorities longer
than anyone else in Manitoba's memory.
Moggey's escape had the element of the fantastjc. He
had forced his cell door in Stony Mountain Penitentiary,
leaving a dummy in his bed, then proceeded to force his
way through three more locked doors, locking them again
behind him, becoming the the first prisoner to ever scale
the l8-foot outer prison wall. He used a two by lwo inch
pole with a metal fitting at one end. The 15 foot pole had
a rope on one end and a seven inch meat hook at the
other. The whole apparatus was 27 feet long. As an expert locksmith he became a Houdini escaþe artist
The search spread as sightings were reported from all
directions. He eluded the long arm of the law for over
ten months after his spectacular break until his recapture near Eriksdale onJune 10, 1961.
In September 1960, Moggey built a secluded log cabin

in

Percy Moggey's cabín
Percy Moggey was born

in

1904 near Portage la Prai-

rie, MB. With the exception of four years, from 1924 to
1960 he served time for a¡med robbery, wounding with
intent and for several prison breaks. He became one of
four on Canada's most wanted list inJanuary 1961. Back
in jail he suffered a stroke which left him paralyzed and
unable to speak in 1970. He died in lg74 atage 69. Percy
Moggey had made his last escape.

with all the comforts of home. He had packed
a wood stove on his back from an abandoned farm site,
had transplanted young trees to form a shield to hide his
a week

Growing Up in Eriksdale in the
1920s - I Remember

home, and confìscated other luxuries from stores in town.

His supplies included axes, a saw, cutlery, cigarettes,

By Emma Mills (Forsyth)

canned food and a transistor radio which provided particular enjoyment the night he listened to reports of his
sighting in Victoria.
He took tours to other towns to keep occupied and
drank beer in some pubs. He lived with and off neighbours without betraying his presence once. Moggey was
discovered by chance by three natives digging snakeroot.

- the Creamery whistle at noon
- the town pumps on the corner
- picking hazel nuts where the

Villa now stands

riding on the runners of the cutters on Saturday AMs
- or behind a caboose
-

- the rocks in our school yard

Their curiosity was peaked by a shanger who didn't know
what seneca root was, and claimed to be trapping musk-

- playing hide and seek on a warm autumn evening

rats in poor muskrat country. They notified the RCMP.

Petty\ Corner
- rubber ice
- meeting the train at 5:30 pm
- skipping and hopscotch and other games every
spring
- snow shoeing on Sunday afternoon
- the Christmas tree
- the picnic at the Cemetery corner
- boys and girls club fairs
- the worry of diphtheria and polio epidemics

- skating on the ditches for miles or more out east to

His cabin became the biggest attraction in the Interlake. While police had been forced to walk over a mile
through dense brush to his cabin, hundreds of sightseers
had a road beaten to within 100 yards of it in a couple of
days. They examined the cabin, took pictures and discussed the possibility of preserving it as a tourist attraction. The trail became known as Moggey's Road and in
1996 there is a road sign just north of Eriksdale to prove
it.
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- the young boys that died with ruptured appendixes
- picking

wild strawberries

- picnics at the lake

playing cards- from donkey, to whist, to 500, to bridge
- the Hitching post west of the Iiading store
-

- Original

Church Actiuities

- Winnie Everetts club
- MrsJeffer's Busy Bee's

-Mission Band Teas and decorating withMrs.
Caruthers
- Socials
- Running to the bakery for five cents worth of yeast
- the bigbag of candy you could get at Sharpes- if you

had five cents
- the variety of goods and odors at the Tiadingwhere
they sold everything from cheese to buttoned high
top boots
- Portly Mr.Milligan with his booming Irish voice-

Chris Halldorson with snowplane

but this changed when I discovered that there was no
plumbing and that I was expected to go outside to the
bathroom! Also there was no electric light and we had to
use coal oil or gas lamps. I can remember thinking that
we had been a heck of a lot better off in the Depression
in Winnipeg than out in the country away from it. There
weren't even cement sidewalks to skip double rope or
bounce golf balls on! After a short while things did improve. That year my two best friends were Mrs. Sharp

"Good-day Missus" and of course his Watkins gum.
- Dr.Bartlett and his intelligence tesß
- the freedom of moccasins in winter
- skating almost every Winter evening on the outdoor

rink, warming ourselves around the hot stove
- having no television
- the nightmares following fires

- sulfur and molasses every spring
- the wonderful fresh smell when we walked into

Grandma Sharpe's basement when we went for

next door who let me read her Books of Knowledge and
pick out notes on her piano, and Mrs.Jeffers who did not
let me operate the telephone switchboard despite my
fondest hopes. I loved her dog Benny Jeffers, my first
canine friend.
My first day in school in Eriksdale was in Miss Ingiborg
Hallson's classroom of grades one to four. I was in grade
two but somehow was seated in a double desk with Grace
Hughs who was in grade three and was doing three-col-

milk
- apples by the barrel- cheese in the round

- all the kids that came in to write their Entrance
Exams
- the May 24 Firecracker evening, courtesy

(c. l94O)

of

Mr.Casselman
- the excitement of a runaway (horses)
- no radios, telephones, electricity,or computers

I took one look at her paper and
realized this was all way beyond me and decided to quit
school, stomping up to the front and informing Miss
Hallson of my intention. When I got home and advised
my mother of my new non-student status she said (wise
woman that she is), 'All right, you can help me do the
washing instead". So I did. Washing was not easy, it required filling up boilers on the wood stove and bringing
in wood for that stove to heat up that water, filling the
washing machine, then turning a very stiff handle to wash
the clothes and sometimes rubbing clothes on a washboard, then hauling them all out to the backyard and pinumn addition! Well,

Some Early Childhood
Recollections of Life in Eriksdale
by Doris Halldorson Greig
When we moved to Eriksdale from Winnipeg in the spring
of 1934 I was a seven year old city kid and was told this
move away from all my best friends was necessary be
cause of the Deþression. Somehow I thought that this D¿þressionwas a condition which existed only in Winnipeg.
When we got to Eriksdale and rented Mrs. Tiudel's house
just down from the Royal Bank I was quite pleased to
find I would have a room of my own with frilly curtains
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ning them on a very high clothesline. By noon I had
enough, and decided to give this difficult school another
chance, and after Ingiborg explained all about there being four grades in the room instead of only one I man-

field day. One year a troup of contortionists
came from Eriksdale, the Paquin Family. Grace Hughs
at the school

and

I

spent the rest of the summer trying to twine our

legs around our necks. (I have had neck trouble ever since,

how about you Grace?) It must have been quite a sight

aged to survive.

I

can remember my dad having onc of thc carlicst
snowplanes (a home built affair) ancl careening wildly
about the countryside and the ditches for at least one winter. Neither Roy nor I were allowed to travel in this contraption and my mother refused to set foot in it. My dad
always wore a full length overcoat which kept getting
caught in the propeller, so somehow I think my mother
must have persuaded him to give up this mode of transportation rather quickly. I rememberJohn Knox after travelling somewhere with my dad saying, "Thanks for the

as

littlc girls did not wcar jcans or shorts then, they wore
dresses until the start of WWII in 1939.
In the 1930's and 40's it was felt that children should
help out in the family business so Eriksdale Motors had
the help of both Roy and I. Roy being a shadow toJohnny
Mills and me in the front doing the books and sometimes
selling gas, which involved first pumping it up into the
big glass top of the gas pump and then manually controlling pouring it through anozzle into the gas tanks of cars.
Sometimes it was hard to stop it on the line and instead
of there being two gallons entering the gas tank there
would be two and a half.
About 1942 or so we had a young peoples choir at the
United Church, mostþ if not all teenage girls. Wonder if
that was because we had a young (about 19) shrdent minister by the name of George Freeman. Anyway, one winter evening we were singing.Iz The Gardenwhen he fainted
dead away at our feet, right in front of Carol Sigurdson
and me. We just shuffled our feet out of the way and kept
on singing. The hospital matron came up and attended
to him. We thought it was the beauty of our singing which
caused him to faint, but the matron felt it may have been
that he hiked all the way to Scotch Bay and back and
hadn't had time to eat.
A big treat for us was to go to either Mills' Cafe or
Bill's Cafe and have pie and coffee, which costs ten cents,
a la mode it was 15 cents. Soft drinks and ice cream and
cones were a nickel each. Full dinners cost about 35 cents.

two rides, my first and my last".
Another memory is of the year (1936) when my aunt
Salome Halldorson ran for the Social Creditors for the
Provincial Legislature. My dad lent her a Model T to drive,
somehow overlooking the fact that driving lessons would
have been a help. This did not stop her, and she decided
to take me with her, at age nine, on her campaign tour of
the Interlake. We spent quite a bit of time getting out of
ditches after she had attempted backing up or parking.
One very hot day she had decided we should move over
to her sister Mary Casselman's basement to do some
speech writing. However, no one was home so she took
off a screen and shoved me through a window, my one
and only break and enter!
In the days before television small communities such
as Eriksdale relied on home-grown entertainment in the
community hall. I can remember a great event involving
several small girls dancing and singing to the tune of ,4
Little Dutch Mill Some of us were picked up after supper
in the dead of winter by Mrs. Nellie Mills and her niece,
Jean Taylor, who played the Dutch father, and were
whizzed over the snowdrifts in their horse-drawn sleigh,
off to the Orange Hall to practice! When the great night
a¡rived everything went off fairly well with the exception
of the dancing. I was going left while everyone else was
going right,
In the 1930's there were horse rails in front of Sid
Goodridge's store where we kids practised our version of
gymnastics. Some, not rne, could hang upside down from
their knees and then proceed to do back and forward
flips on a nearby grassy area. I wasjust not good at those
things, my only claim to fame being the year I grew. That
year I came second to an even taller girl in the high jump

Things I Remember
by A.M. Stevenson (Forsyth)
- Meeting the train, then having to close your eyes
because of the coal dust in the smoke.
- The smell of coal burning at the "Station", everyone
else burned wood.
- The Ice Cream Parlour (on Railway Ave) and the

little round tables and stools there (the wire legs).
- Going to the old Co-op Store - at the south end of
Railway Ave - later Mr.Jeffers(?) had a store there.
- Visiting a dentist from Wpg. in the office of Mr. Flook
(the Vet).

The Millinery Shop. I believe Mrs. Gardner ran this
- sold so many interesting sewing articles.
-
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- The plays

put on inthe

huge

Orange Hall, on New

province Manitoba. This began with a great parade from
Railway Ave. to the sports grounds. Jack and Ruth
Townsend, Phyllis Lamb, Gordon and Claire Smith were

Years night, Going to this one night by sleigh

pulled by a team of 4 horses, hitched tandem.
The Baseball Tournaments on May 24 andJuly 1.
- The Boys and Girls Club Fair. Preparing for this at
school - the school work, raffia work, sewing,
gathering weed seeds and mounting them.
Having to leave early in the morning, to go by
wagon, to be there by entry time.
- When Mr. Willetts opened his bakery shop - the

the organizers and parade ma¡shalls. Baseball, games and

-

choice

ofl

much excitement carried the momentum of the day
through until we feasted on an excellent bffilo BBQ
The dance followed at the recreation centre, said to be
the biggest crowd ever in the hall.
Between 1967 and 1990, Eriksdale hosted six reunions.

In

cent candy.

1990 after a lull of six years, the Eriksdale commit-

join the McEwen park committee for
a joint celebration: the grand opening of the park and

tee rallied again to

The rails all along the streets to tie up the horses and
having to walk in front of them.
- The town pump on the street corner.
-

an old time reunion.

Norma McEwen and family attended to cut the rib-

Growing Up in Eriksdale

bon in honor of her husband for whom the park is named.

This day featured old time stage entertainment, numerous games, slow pitch baseball, beer gardens and
another great Beef BBQ and a whole roasted pig, followed by a dance in the hall.All monies left over went to
improvement at the park except fot seed money necessary for next titne. Any profìts realized from all these reunions was given to local projects.

by Alanna Hogue
Growing up in Eriksdale, I don't remember ever having
trouble finding something to do in summer, but the winters would have been unbearable without the Rec Centre. The cold winter months would fly by at the rink with
our weeks full of figure skating, hockey and curling.
And,(once I was old enough) the dances and socials held

Committee members for Erikadale - Mulvihill:
Margaret and Everet Sidwall, Art and Lucy Lindell, Arne

at the Rec Centre on the weekends gave us a place to get

together with our friends and have a good time. I can't
imagine growing up in Eriksdale without the Rec Centre.

and Mae Brandstrom, Singne Peterson,John and Ruth
Lindell, Esther Richtik, Ed andJudy'Watson, Rickie and

Note: This article was taken from a flyer sent out to
celebrate the Recreation Centre's 25th Anniversary.

Violet Lindell.
Although we are not active at the present the committee has not disbanded.

Eriksdale Mulvihill Reunions

Lorna Anderson - Walk for Life

by Ruth Lindell
A group of former residents living in Winnipeg met to
plan the first reunion in 1965.

by Reg and Lorna Anderson
Eleven years ago I had a sixteen pound tumor removed
from my uterus. I underwent nine months of chemotherapy. I think chemo is one of the hardest things a
person can experience as you get so sick, lose all ofyour
hair and get so tired.
Thirty years ago I had a malignant tumor removed

The plan included alternating the reunions every couple of years between Eriksdale and Winnipeg.

The original committee in Winnipeg were Mona
Watson, Elsie and George Landin, Bill Swanson, Kay
Landin, Adele Moman, Elna Ruhr, Sid Penhal, Edith

from my neck and underwent fifteen days of cobalt.
Cobalt isn't too bad, a person will get really tired but

Kittle and Bill Vopni.
There were six reunions held in Winnipeg between
1965 and 1982. The last one,July 14,I9B2 was held at
Vasalund. These were a dinner and dance evening.
Eriksdale held their fìrst in 1967 to celebrate Canada's 100th anniversary. Approximately 1000 people
joined the celebrations.
In 1970, there was another huge gathering of residents

doesn't get sick.
When they told me in the hospital all the things that
could go wrong with your system from having chemo it
really scared me, You think why have chemo when everything that is left good in your system could be harmed,
I was laying in my bed scared and crying when I saw
a vision of God. God came and talked to me and said

and former residents, to commemorate 100 years for our

243

My goal was to raise $10,000 a¡rd we raised nearly
that before we left Eriksdale.

We decided to walk from Thunder Bay to Eriksdale
as Linda my sister lives in Thunder Bay so I figured we
would leave from there. DonnaSmith, Ann Zasitko, Elsie
Boss and Mary Pottinger drove up to Ignace to let the
OPP, Legion and Auúliary media and radio station know

when we were going through the towns.
Iris and I started walking every day and when it got
too cold to walk outside we walked in the school gym. A
lot of the seniors would come and walk with us.
Iris, Reg and I left Eriksdale April 12 for Thunder
Bay and arrived there that night. Linda, my sister, had
arranged things in Thunder Bay.

April

for Eriksdale at 6:00
a.m. It was really a cold, snowy morning and we came

a3?*

16 we left Thunder Bay

across many hills to climb. Linda came as far as Kakabaka

Falls. When we arrived at Kakabaka Falls I had never
been so tired in all my life. I really thought I was crazy
for even attempting to do this. The next morning we left
at 6:00 a.m. It was still really cold. I was just as tired as
the night before. We went to bed around eight that night
and when I woke up it was no problem from then on. It
was sure nice to have Iris with us. Iris is one true good
friend.
Next stop was lgnace. The sun was shining and it was
really warm out. Ignace had a lunch and do at the Legion and Auxiliary Hall. We pulled our motor home and
parked inJohn and Barb Gaudette's yard. Candace and
Alicia came up to Ignace to walk with us. It was good to
see them. Candace, Alicia, Barb andJohn walked with
us that morning.John and Barb brought a lovely dinner

Lorna Anderson's 'Walk for Lífe' Thunder Bay to Eríksdale
that everything is going to be fine and not to be afraid.
All my fea¡ seemed to have left me. After God talked to
me I didn't worry any more. I used to lay in the hospital
bed thinking, "what could I do to repay God for coming
to me and to help other people with cancer." I never
told anyone my dream to Walk For Life until fìve years
later.

First

I told Reg then the people in town about

my

dream. I really think most of the people didn't believe

I

would do it and some I'm sure figured I had really lost
my mind. After I started walking I guess some of them
changed their minds. Everyone was just wonderful at
helping. The Legion Auxiliary said they would sponsor
me. As soon as Hope and Brian Sigfusson heard we
needed a motor home Hope phoned and said for us to
take their motor home. They got a Committee together
including, Iris Forsyth, John Forsyth, Craig Hughson,
Donna Smith and Donna Murphy. They all were such a
helpful and wonderful Committee. The town put on a

out to us.
The next stop was Dryden. Sunday evening we went
to Dennis Kittle's (Ruth Lindells brother)home and his
wife had made us a lovely dinner. They are very nice
people. Iris went home from Dryden withJohn. We sure
missed her.

Monday morning at 6:00 a.m. we were on the road
again. My cousin Barb walked with us for a while, The
truck drivers and bus drivers were really nice. The
truckers would phone the towns and tell them where we
were on the roads. They always knew our location.
Alfred Kartinen and his wife came out from Ghost
River to visit with us for a while. The next day their
daughter came out to see her. It was sure nice to see

whist drive and cleared around $¡OO. Cnff UayLwashing
played for a dance and donated the music. The school
donated posters the kids had made which were raffled
at the dance. I really don't know how much money was
raised but it was a very successful evening. The Committee bought Tshirts, hats, hooded shirts and badges
to help raise money.

them.

Vermilion Bay was the next stop. The first person we
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saw when we arrived there was Mary Pottinger.

It was

arrived there. There were a lot of people from Eriksdale
that came to Winnipeg and walked with us to the Post
Office. Even one of my special chemo nurses was there,
Donna Wunsmore from the Misercordia.
The hospital had a tea and raised nearly $300. Donna
came to present the money. By now our totals were
around $SO,OOO. The post office gave us a room for the
night at the Louis Riel Hotel. At 5:00 a.m. the next morning we left for Hwy. #6. We went to Rosser and then
Grosse Isle where we parked in Noblee and Shane Elliot's
yard for the night. Rosser and Grosse Isle had a nice
lunch and doattheir hall and school. There were a lot of
people from Eriksdale that came to walk with us at Warren and we took in nearly $3,OOO one day on Hwy #6.
Woodla¡rds met us with a piper and had a lunch and
do atthe hall. Rosser, Grosse Isle, Woodlands and Warren had lovely dos.
Lake Francis and St. Laurent had really nice lunches
and a lot of people were there.Just south of St. Laurent
Mickey Gemmell, Iris, John, Eileen and Donna came

sure nice to see her. Mary's daughter and her husband
live there. We parked in their yard that night. The next
morning we were on the road again, It was very cold

and really snowing hard.
Next stop was Kenora and Keewatin. The Legion
Auxiliary had a do in Kenora. Between the two Legions
and Auxiliaries we took in $t,000. Other organizations
donated, too. A lot of people came to Kenora from Briksdale and most of our families came up. It was sure nice
to see them all.
Dean and some of his friends came and walked with
us for a day on the other side of Kenora.
We left the next morning for the border. From Kenora
to the border I had to walk on pavement and that night
I really had a lot of blisters. We drove from the border to
Falcon Lake and they gave us a lovely hotel room for
the night. The next morning we drove back to the border and waited for the people from the Cancer Society
Heritage Club and Post Office. Brian Riemer, my boss
from Steinbach, came up. He is someone very special.
Around 10:00 a.m. everyone left and I started walking
again. Gordon and Myrtle met us on the road. It sure
was nice being back in Manitoba. It was especially nice
seeing people from home.
Heather, my niece, and Cindy Cook and their two

down on Mickey's truck.John drove the truck and the
rest rode in the back and played music and sang. God
bless Mickey he was sure one special person and so kind
hearted.

Oak Point community brought us out a lovely dinner.
Lundar people met us on the road and walked with
us into town. Lundar was decorated so nice. Posters were
on the windows and it was all beautiful. There was also a
lovely lunch at the Legion Hall. All the towns had lovely
welcomes. A person never realizes how wonderful people are in the world. Lundar gave us a nice motel room
for the night. Sunday morning it was home to Eriksdale.
We had a lot of people walk from Lundar to Eriksdale

little girls came and walked a day with us around
Hadashville. Lenore and Robert owned the motel at
Hadashville and they gave us a room for the night and
hada do at the hotel. Cliff Maytwayashing came up and
played the music. Ret and Craig Hughson, Lorne, Donna

and Shayne Smith, Dean and his family, Donna and
Laverne Murphy, Brian Carin, Eileen Taylor and her
daughter all came to Hadashville. It was really nice to

with

see everyone,

us.

When we came to the corner going into Eriksdale and

Next day was Sunday. It was supposed to be the day

saw all the people I was crying, the parade they had was

of rest but we often walked on Sunday. We were getting
closer to home all the time. We met so many nice people

just beautiful.When we got to the hall all the decorations
were lovely and they had presentations outside the hall.
There were people from all over, there must have been
a thousand people. After the presentation they had a
really nice get together in the hall and a lovely lunch.
Everything on the trip was really wonderful. Everybody
was so nice. It is something Reg and I will never forget.
It was really one of the nicest holidays we ever had and
met a lot of people from all over. Everyone was just
wonderful but coming home to Eriksdale was special.
Special thanks to Eriksdale Legion and Auxiliary and
all the towns and everyone else for all the donations and

on the road both in Ontario and Manitoba. Everyone
had a story and some were really sad, Ben Falk and
Gwen, his daughter, came out at Steinbach to walk with
us. Lloyd Henrotte also walked with us. It was sure nice
to have company.
We camped at Archie and Dawn Dowsett's at Iles Des
Chenes for anight. Dawn Dowsett and Robin Lameroux
and their families walked with us the next day. Everyone was so nice. Next morning it was off to Winnipeg.

The Post Office had a

do

in Winnipeg for us when we
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rival of a new baby. It even made an extended trip to
egina, SK in 1991 to cradle Brady Goodridge, the first

organizations and to all the people who walked with us
and helped in any way.
It was a wonderful trip. The total amount raised when
we got home for the Cancer Society was $53,000.
Thanks to everyone special and to the committee and
Iris as I could never have done it without all of them.
After we were home a week Canada Post gave Reg
and I a paid trip to Ottawa where we received the Golden
Postma¡k Award for what we did.
I tlrank God for my life and would like to Walk For
Life again some day!

child of Bruce and Elsie's son Brad, and his wife Laurie.
Today, Bruce and Elsie's daughter, Sandra, handles få¿
bassinet bookings. It's in constant demand in the community, and Sandra has had to put a three month timc
limit on its use in order to fìt in as many babies as she
can. However, because of its age, Sandra now tries to

keep the bookings to only family members and very close

friends, in an effort to keep it in good shape so it can be
used by her own grandchildren, and to preserve a wellloved family tradition.

The Goodridge Bassinet
When Bruce and Elsie Goodridge purchased a Sears
wicker bassinet for their fìrst child in 1947, they had no
idea that it was an investment for generations to come.

Found in the Winnipeg Free Press,
Monday February 8, 1915

FAVOR WOMEN SUFFRAGE
Interesting Debate Held in Presbyterian Church
at Briksdale

Eriksdale, Man, Feb. 6 - A very interesting debate took place in the Presbyterian church here last
night on the subject: " Resolved thatwomen should
be given the franchise." The affirmative was supported by TT. Lotts and Mrs. Willetts, while Messrs,
Frost and Almond maintained the negative. There
was a good attendance of ladies, showing their in-

terest in the subject and the lady debater was
warmly applauded for her telling arguments and
forceful presentation. The judges, Messrs. F. Almond, Hallson, and Bond, gave their verdict in
favor of the affirmative.
There has been quite a number of debating societies formed in the vicinity this winter, and Eriksdale people are arranging to have a debate with a
team from Ashem, the date to be set later.

Goodridge Bassínet
It all started with their daughter, Sandra, born in 1947,
and then their son, Brad, born in 1952. After her own
children, Elsie wanted to put the bassinet to good use,
and lent it to family and friends for their new babies.
Before long, the Goodridge Bassinet had become a family and community tradition. Over 60 babies later, the
bassinet is still going strong with the names and birthdates

of each baby that has slept in it printed on the bottom.
Over the years, the bassinet has havelled around Eriksdale and throughout Manitoba in anticipation of the ar-
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Twins
Born & raised in this area
Andrews: George - Doreen (deceased)
Barlow: Aubrey - Roy
Beckman: Thelma - Elma Herde
Brown: George - Emily Paton
Capner: Elsie Kirby - Ethel Revet
Hoffman: Bertha Campbell - Magdalena Wilson
Hogue -Laffy -J"try

Joy:

Raymond - Linda Watson

Kauppila: Connie Van Overen -Julie Monkman
Kingsley: Donald - Ann Pottinger
Knutson: Christine - Annie

¡u*þ :Joseph - Margaret
Miller: Mark - Matthew

Malcolm

Miller :Janice -Joyce Monkman
Murphy: Ellen - Helen
Po6l:Jack -Judy Dunn
Penny:Jack - Agnes Andrews
PennY: Russell - George
Petkau Tiiplets: Arthur - G*y - Brian
Sigurdson: Miles - Melanie
Sharpe: Lloyd - Elsie

Stewart:ry

_

Shelby

Watson: McKelvey - Allison Ellis
Weatherburn:Jim - May Lee

& Thelma Lynne Beckman
June 13, 1965

Elma Lorraine

Jim & May Weatherburn

Mary Allison
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& Wm McKelvey (Mac) Watson,
November I 1, '1924

Jack & Judy Pool, born '1954

Gentes:Larry

Not born but raised or lived here

-

Lorraine

Frank &Jean Gentes

Anderson: Albert - Agnes Luciow

Johnson: Brian - David

BaldurJohnson &

Inglis: Luke - Ian
Holmes: Gail - Olive

Jonson: Mark - Ivan

Maisie Seymour
SteiniJonson & Clara

Gardner: Cy - Silas (deceased)
Klimchuk: Nadia - Vera

Lawrence

:

Watson
Reegan - Simone Cameron Lawrence &

Michelle Fournier

Oliver: Wesley - Warren
Stuart: Lee - Linda Wainwright
Webb: Shelly - Sharon

McDonald: Barbara - Margaret
Kerry McDonald &

Mclelland:

Lorena Allen
Amanda - Täbitha

Kevin Mclelland &

Related to people here, parents
raised here
:
Acer Anthony - Andrew Patrick Acer & Bonnie

Peterson

:

Heather Mitchell
Karen

-Jillian

Larry Peterson &
Margaret Watson

Gibbings
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Sigurdson

:

Emma
Annie

Johanna Elin Thordis Wilhelmina
Forsyth

July 8, 1891 born to
Jon & Palina Sigurdson at

Richard's Point, Lake
Manitoba Narrows. They
were thoughtto be the first

non-aboriginal babies

Brian & Davíd Johnson

born in that area. At birth
Annie was so small she

had to be wrapped in
carded sheep's wool as an
incubator. Their AngloSaxon first names were in
dedication to a neighbor/
friend Mrs. Sifton and her
daughter. Annie lived to
age 97 years. (See John
Forsyth

ffi

rca

)

Emma lived to age

years. (See

BB

Annie & Emma

Emma

Sígurdson

Sigurdson)

*

Amanda & Tabitha McLelland

Memories of Yesterday

Bell Farm House

Leonard & Mabel Heroux (1947)
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En

David & Esther Lawrence before leaving lreland,
Arrived in Eriksdale by train on Apríl 23, 1913

Sam Neely Sr., James Allen
Margaret-Ann Neely, Sam Neely Jr., Esther Allen
ready for travelling
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James Wílletts in front of bakery

Mae (Brandstrom) Poston remínices at Eríksdale
Mulvíhill Reunion
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ALLEN FAMILY

a horse and buggy to deliver the cream and eggs to sell
in town and buy any needed supplies. Wee Essie remembers going on these trips with her Grandmother Esther.
After the war and while their own home in the
Pineview district (SE-6-22-6W) was being built,James
and Bsther lived on their son's (Robert) homestead, as
he worked in Winnipeg. They made a living from mixed
farming (cows, chickens, turkeys and pigs) and of course
they grew a garden and preserved the produce for winter use. Their daughter Essie, and husband,Joe Lamb,
came to live with them afterJoe retired. They took over

the farm when the old folks passed away.

Esther is remembered fondly by her grandchildren
for her beautiful crocheting. She made each a bedspread
in her spare time. Esther loved to listen to and sing
hymns. She could list the books of the Bible forward
and backward to the amazement of her grandchildren.
She did not believe in doing any hand work on the Sabbath day.
James is remembered as an accomplished elocutionist and step dancer. Many times on trips to the lake he

James & Esther Allen

kept his grandchildren regaled with comic songs. He

James and Esther emigrated to Canadain the fall of 1913
from County Derry, North lreland. They had a family

played the flute and calurra and was ajoy to listen to. In
later yearJames became blind, but this didn't stop him
from visiting family and friends or keep him from his

of ten who were all born in Ireland and seven came to
Canada.

Their daughter, Margaret Ann (Maggie), emigrated
William (Bill),
came in early 1912. Then followed their son, Robert and
their daughter, Elizabeth (Lizzie) and husband, James

music.

flimmie) Lawrence, with their children, David and Esther
(later called wee Essie), in April 1913. Last but not least
cameJames and Esther, with three more of their children; Esther Blair (Essie), Ella, and Henry in October

for even their place.

in

Christmas was a great family affair with lots of music!

1911 to marry Sam Neely and their son,

It

was spent at the home of Bill and May's since they
had the largest house, until the families became too big
James and Esiher lived a long life surrounded by many
members of their family, the Sam Neelys, the Bill Allens,

theJoe Lambs, and theJimmie Lawrences.
James was born in 1861 and passed away December
25, 1946. Esther was born in 1861 and passed away in
llilay 1947. They both rest in the Eriksdale cemetery.
James and Esther's children:

1913, to seek out new horizons.

Ireland was a land of unrest and political change. Land
was cheap in Canada especially on the prairies. One
homeEriksdale (32-21-

quarter section sold for ten dollars and was called
stead. James and Esther first lived

in

a

Margaret Ann, born October 5, 1887, married Sam

6W) with their daughter Lizzie andJimmie.
When the WWI broke out in 1914James and his sons,
Bill and Robert, all joined the army and went overseas
to fight for freedom. Bill was taken a prisoner of war in

Neely. (See Sam Neely).
Elizabeth, bornJune 15, 1889, marriedJames Lawrence. (SeeJames Lawrence).
Esther Blair, born August 24,189I, marriedJoe Lamb.

Germany.

(SeeJoe Lamb).

William

While the men were away atwar Esther, her children,
Blla and Harry, lived with the Lawrence family. They
were responsible to look after some of the other homesteads in the area during this time.

(See

William).

Robert (See Robert).
The next three ofJames and Esther's children were
born and laid to rest in lreland.
Agnes, bornJune 12, 1898. DiedJune 21, 1898.

The town was eight and half miles away. Esther drove
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Some fond memories of Will by his children: "Dad
slept often in the glass porch on the east side of the house
when he was bed ridden and I often took him a big bowl

Samuel, born August 18, 1900. Died February2T,l9l1'

John, born September 6, 1902. Died April20, 1910.
Harry, bornJanuary 21, 1905, remained a bachelor.
He passed away December 15, 1930.
Ella, born February 21, 1906, married Frank Rose and
they livecl in Saskatoon. They raised four children. Ella
moved to Calgary, where her children reside. Ellapassed

of porridge in the morning." "I remember Dad piling
wood by the stove and thinking,'Gosh he mustbe strong'.
I also remember Dad target practising on a spot on the
old brooder house."
They enjoyed ten years of marriage before Will passed
away August 2, 1933. His grave stone reads: I{now ye not
that a þrince and a great man is fallen this day in Israel - 2

away December 1995.

Samual3:32.

Widowed after ten years, Grandma raised her four
children through the 1930's by operating a chicken ranch.

"An independent lady! A quality that was necessary."
"Nothing stumped her. She always had a solution or an
answer or improvised. She was so reliable." These were
things I often heard her children say.
During this time Ed Rose, her brother, cÍrne to live
with the family. He had worked at the University of
Saskatoon on the experimental plots (bee pollination of

William & Mabel Allen
WilliamJames (Bill), born September 15, 1893 was the
fourth child ofJames and Esther Allen of the Pineview
district. He came to Canada in 1912 from North lreland.
Bill joined the army in 1914 and was taken as a prisoner
in Germany in 1915. He came home in 1919 and worked
for the Soldiers Settlement Board in Saskatoon, SK.
Mabel Eleanor (May) Rose was the ¡¡¡elfth child of
James and Lorena Rose. She was born August 29, 1896
in Carberry, MB. She lived all over western Canada while
growing up, After completing her high school years, she
went to Teacher's College in Saskatoon, SK, She taught
for three years then attended business college. Next she
taught shorthand and typing for five to seven years at the
Angus School of Commerce in Saskatoon.
Bill and May met while she was teaching at Angus
a¡rd he was working for the Soldiers Settlement Board.

It

is said that they rrrarried secretly New Years Eve (|anu-

ary 1, 1923)!
Bill brought Maybackhome where they homesteaded
in the Pineview district, south east of Clydebank corner,
on SE 21-31-6E. As well as their cattle and horses they
raised pedigreed Plymouth Barred Rock chickens. During this time they had four children.

May Allen and children: Lauríe, Verna, Keith and
Rose
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ried Edward Anderson and theylived in Winnipeg. They
raised two boys Collen and Karl. Collen married Sylvia
Watson, daughter of Bd andJudy Watson. Rose now re-

alfalfa). On the farm Ed took ca¡e of the green house and
helped out until he passed on.
Wesley Beamish (a nephew) who had worked in a saw
mill in BC, also joined them as a companion for Ed. Two
years after Ed passed away Wesley went to live with his

sides in Beausejour.

William James Keith (Keith), born April 22, 1932,
married Lynn Clawson. They live in Brandon. Keith is
retired from MTS.

sister.

Grandma is well remembered for her hosting of the
family Christmas day festivities. She not only put on a
big dinner, but entertained everyone by playing the piano while they all sang.
"Our place was the gathering place. A sort of drop-in
centre. We boarded teachers and had a girl and two fellows around, who worked for Mom. One of these fellows
was George Watkinson. (See George and Gladys
Watkinson). The minister would come for dinner from
time to time, People from the Department of Agriculture
droppedin, because of the chickens, providingmore company. We met a lot of people!"
Their home was destroyed by fire in 1946 and after a
summer of camping out they moved just south-east of
Eriksdale. Here they continued to raise chickens.
The chickens got fall colera one year and they started
to die off. The university tests showed that it was incur-

Laurie & Elsie Allen
Laurie Edwin, born November 27 , 1927 , was the second
child of Bill and May Allen of Eriksdale.
Elsie Johnson was born on September 26, 1935 to
Andrew and BedaJohnson.
Laurie and Elsie married in April 1952. They bought
her father's farm (NW 1-23-6W) in Mulvihill and at a
later date they purchased (NE 6-23-5W).
Laurie worked several places while building a farm.
He worked at the Egg Station, for the Railroad, on construction, and for Comstock. Although he enjoyed each
of these jobs he said, "I found farming much more satis-

fying."

While Laurie worked at his many jobs Elsie raised
children and worked at restaurants in the area, her last

able so the chickens all had to be destroyed. That was the

place of employment being at the Pine Tiee. Elsie passed

end of chicken farming.
She loved to travel and often took her children to see
their Grandmother. "On visits to Saskatoon she drove all
the way herself and we camped and visited relatives along
the way." Grandma not only travelled to Saskatoon, but
took several trips with Freda Sigurdson around North
America and one to BC with her daughter, Verna.
As for her gardening I have heard it called "par excellence". Her passion for gardening is a gift she passed on

away on March 28, L984.

They raised eight children:
James Patrick (Pat), born October 2L, 1953, married
Marg Petkau of Siglunes. They are beef farmers and have
taken over the family farm. Pat and Marg are also foster
parents. As well as all these responsibilities Pat and Marg
both keep busy in the community. Pat has been a councillor since 1989 for the LGD of Grahamdale and drives
school bus for the Eriksdale school division. Marg volunteers with the Red Cross and has been a home care worker
for the past five years. She has just completed her Health

to her children and grandchildren.
FromJanuary 1948 - December 1949 Grandma was
the first lady reeve of Eriksdale. She also played a part in
the co-operative movement in Manitoba and promoted
it in Eriksdale. She was the spearhead of many Briksdale
enterprises including the PCH where she herself spent
her last three years. She had the privilege of seeing 15
grandchildren, 35 great - grandchildren and three great great - grandchildren come into the family before she
passed away May 8, 1993. Grandma's grave stone reads:
'Joined by his princess after 60 years".
Bill and May's children:
Verna May(See Douglas Watson).
Laurie Edwin. (See Laurie Allen).
Lorena Rose (Rose), born September 16, 1930, mar-

Care Certificate. Pat and Marg have two children - Steven
and Shane who attend the Eriksdale Collegiate.
Lorena, born November 30, 1954 is married to Kerrie

McDonald. Kerrie is a pathologist at the Brandon Hospital. Lorena owns and operates an antique shop. They live
in Kemnay, MB and have four children - Scott, Heather,
Barbara and Margaret (twins).
Jerry, born February 29, I956,married MonaJohnson
of Ashern.Jerry is a part time carpenter as well as working at Home Hardware. Mona is the Librarian. They have
one child - Meagan.Jerry and Mona live in Selkirk.
Barbara, born May 18, 1957, married Keith Murphy
of Siglunes. Keith sub-contracts as a welder and Barbara
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works atHome Hardware. They live in Selkirk and have
four children - Daniel,Jennifer, Leo and Emeral.
Cheryl, born March i, 1959, married Lorne Tegelberg
of Eriksdale. Cheryl has two daughters, Alaina and Elsa.
She resides in Eriksdale.
Robert (Rob), born May 4, 1960, married Liz Petkau
of Siglunes. Rob owns and operateô the Silver Spike
Laundromat. Liz is a dietitian for the Municipal Hospitals in Winnipeg. They live in tanscona and have two
children,- Barrett and Laura.
Kelly bornJune 1, 1962 married Diane Young. Kelly

Joy was born in 1933. She has two children, Maureen
(1963), and Graham (1968).Joy lives in Kitchener, ON.

AMOS
Robert & Jane
In 1919 Robert Amos and his wife,

Jane, moved their

family to Mulvihill as a placement by the Soldiers Settlement Board. They remained there until 1925 when they
moved to Oxdrift, ON, where they continued to farm.
Robert was a blacksmith by trade.
Moving from a prairie town (Waskada) to an area
where wagon boxes were under water to the top of the
wheels was a real shock to the family.

CN as well as taking tele-communications. Diane is a social worker in Stonewall. They have
one child, Jasmine and a second to be born in March
1995. Kelly and Diane live in Winnipeg.
Colleen was born September 29, 1963. She has been
a secretary for B&A Robinson Lighting for many years.
Colleen lives in Winnipeg.
In the summer of 1987 Laurie became re-acquainted
with a family friend, Ann Henton, whom he married
September 30, 1987. Laurie and Ann live in Winnipeg.

Fortunately all returned alive, two being wounded.
The family was:
Gerrie,Jean (Lundale), Clissie (Boyd), Tom, Douglas,

Robert & Georgina Allen

William, Ivor. A son, James was born after they left
Mulvihill, and died at the age of nine. There are no re-

has worked for

Robert died at the age of 56 years and his wife and

until 1939. In the years 1939
- 194I, the five brothers enlisted and did overseas duty.
sons continued on the farm

Robert Allen emigrated to Canada in 1913 with his sister,Lizzie, and her family. In 1914 he joined the army
along with his father and brother Bill. In 1922 after returning to Canada, Robert bought a homestead in the
Pineview district (NW31-21-6W).
Robert brought Georgina Gilmore and her mother
Sarah to Canada from Ireland the same year. He and
Georgina marriedJune 21, L922.
Robert and Georgina farmed for two years. In 1924
they moved to Winnipeg where he worked for Canada
Post as a mailman while living in the St. Vital area. During this time they had three daughters, Elizabeth, Wiona,
andJoy.
Sarah continued to live with them until she passed
away

in

ANDERSON

Sven & Dorothy
My father sailed from Norway with his three cousins in
1913. His expectations were high for the new counhy he

in Winnipeg where he had
relatives that he could stay with. He was only 17 as his
birthday wasJune 25, 1896. He was the eldest of 11 children. He worked for his relatives on the Tyndal Quarry.
They had a gravestone making business (still have). After a year of slugging and low pay he joined the Canadian Army in 1914. He spent four years in the services.
He was gassed and wounded. He was sent back to the
Deer Lodge Hospital to recuperate. Upon discharge he
travelled to Mulvihill. He bought a farm northeast of the
town and close to the Poizer farm. He bought it through
the Soldiers Settlement. He worked very diligently, lons
hours picking the stones on his land. He was determined
to rid his land of them. He did not succeed. His health
gave out due to his wa¡ disability.
My mother, Dorothy Poizer and Sven Anderson were
married August 8, 1920 in Winnipeg. I, Marion Dorothy,
was coming to. He arrived

1934.

Robert was born September

in

maining members of this family.

1

1, 1895 and passed

away

1956.

Georgina was born November 3, 1895 and passed
away

in

1969.

Robert and Georgina's children:
Elizabeth was born in 1924. She only lived a few
months.
Wiona was born in 1935. She has three children;
Gregg (1961), Sheila (1966), andJoe (1971). Wiona lives
in Winnipeg.
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We had room and board at a home in Eriksdale and
returned home Friday night at 6:00 pm on the train. We
did that for a school year.

In

1938 my parents adopted a baby girl called Norma

Jean.
We sold our butcher shop and general store in lg4l.
We moved to Winnipeg. Mother and Dad became care_

takers of a small apartment building called Lyndhurst
Apartments on Langside Street.

I worked as a clerk typist and comptometer operator
after my business training. I was with the Mobilization
Branch of the Government until the war was over. I was
transferred to Re-establishment Department for Veterans until my marriage to Skule AlbertJohnson from Ashern on April 3, 1946. We went directly to Vancouver,
BC after his discharge from the RCAF.

Sverre Anderson and daughter Marion in
front of house where Marion was born

Stanley worked with Eaton Co. until his RCAF service. He returned to Eaton's on discharge. He was in the
insurance business until retirement, after coming to Vancouver about 40 years ago. He marriedJessie Anderson.

was bornJantrary 30, 1922. Stanley was bornJuly 3,
1923. Alf was born February 12,lg2í.We were all born
on the farm with no doctor in attendance. My brother
Alf was over ten pounds.

They have three daughters and one son.
Alf was an electrician in Winnipeg until he came to
Vancouver, BC. He served with the Navy for four years.

In L925 we moved into Mulvihill because of my fa-

He joined the service when he was 17 years old. He married Valerie Little in Winnipeg in 1g44. They have three
children; two daughters and one son. Alf died on November 16, 1978. Valerie remains in her own home,

ther's health problems. Father opened a butcher shop.
He bought animals off farmers, and butchered them in
his own slaughterhouse. He kept the meat cool in an ice
house. He cut blocks of ice from a nearby lake in the

winter and stored them in

a shed

alone.

filled with sawdust. In

Skule and I have three children; two boys, Albert and
David, and one daughter, Karin. I also have three grandsons, one granddaughter and one great-granddaughter.

those days the heart, liver and bones were given away.

Mother's health began to deteriorate over the many
years of lifting heavy meat pieces to cut them into roasts,
etcetera. She had to have major surgery because of internal injuries due to the heavy lifting. In lg35 my par-

They all reside in BC. Lucky, eh?
Dorothy Anderson passed away onJuly S,IgTï.Sverre
or Sven Lorents Anderson passed away onJuly 30, 1g75.
The army called Sverre, Saenatenlistment, but his chris-

ents once again decided to move. My brothers and I had

just finished our school term when we left for Lac Du
Bonnet, MB. We rented our home and business to Stouts
from Eriksdale.
My father worked for the local butcher there, but in
1939 he had a severe lung hemorrhage. He was hospitalized in Deer Lodge for several months.
We once again returned to Mulvihill and Father

tened name was Sverre.

ANDERSON

Christel

opened a butcher shop and a small general store as we
still owned the property there.

I

was born Christel Ursula Munchow in Bochum, East
Gerrnany,June 6, 1955. I traveled with my parents until

As there was no high school in Mulvihill I had to take

we settled in the RM of Eriksdale.

I

started attending
I continued with

the train to Eriksdale to complete my grade 11 in their

grade two at Eriksdale School

high school, I would leave Monday morning at 6:00 am
with Elizabeth Mellin, who was taking her grade ten.

my education untilJune of 1974.
I metmyhusband, HenryJames (|im) Anderson dur257

in

1962.

ing the summer of L974. We were married on December
lO, 197+. Our son, OttoJackson was bornJuly 17, L975.
We then purchased the old Nyland school site along Hwy'
#6. We moved around until our separation in May 1976.
I moved back to Eriksdale.Jim moved to BC.

AN DERSTEDT/LU N DOU IST/

MARTENS
My grandfather, Ernst Anderstedt followed the Conrad
Pearson family to Canada from Sweden in 1911. Ida, his
wife followed with her three children, Hugo, Harold, and
Hildur in 1912. They spent their first months in a lean-to
on the Conrad Pearson homestead site. In 1913 my father, Hilding, was born. He spent his life in Eriksdale,
while the other three children in the family moved on,
settling in the Lac du Bonnet area.
My mother's parents were Axel and Albina Lundquist.
My grandmother, Albina, and her family moved to the
Eriksdale area in the 1930's. She had seven children:
Eleanor, Leo, Elyne, Harold, Frances, Einar and

was employed in restaurant work until April 1990
when I became seriously ill. I currently reside at the old

I

Nyland school site along Hwy #6.
My son is currently living in Eriksdale with his spouse,
EricaJill Marie Einarsson, who is from Anama Bay, MB'
They have a daughter Tänya Dale Alexis Anderson, who
was born August 15, 1993.

ANDERSON
Donna

Leonard.

Hilding Anderstedt married Eleanor Lundquist in

I

1951. They had six children:

was born Donna Arksey, on August 9, 1956 at the
Gladstone hospital. I was raised in Langruth, MB on a
horse and cattle ranch. I attended elementary school in
Langruth, and high school in Gladstone. At the age of
18 I moved to Brandon to attend school, and lived there
for about two yeârs. I was married in 1976, and at that
time moved to Vidir, near Arborg. I lived there until
July 1978, then because of my husband's employment

in 1952, still resides in Eriksdale.
Beverly, born in 1953, married Harry Martens. They
had one child, Amanda, born in 1986. Beverly and
Ama¡rda are still residing in Eriksdale. Harry died in
Ernest, born

November 1993.
Barbara, born in 1955, married Byron Lindell. They

had eight children: Donna, Linda, Danny, Susan,
Tammy, Tyrel, Theresa and Ashley. They are presently
living in Overflow River, MB. Linda lives in Briksdale.
Alan, born in 1959, has four children: Donald, Karissa,
Bric and Christine. He now resides in Stony Mountain.
Valerie, born in 1962, married Lawrence Juniper.
They have three children; David Gregory and Stephanie.
She and her family live on a farm at Mulvihill'
Sandra, born in 1963, died in infancy.

moved to Mulvihill.

I have been involved in a lot of community otganiza-

I

was a 4-H member myself
and when I was asked to help start a Horse & Pony club,
I was glad to accept position as head leader. I also taught

tions since moving here.

4-H crafts. I was a member of International Tiaining in
Communication (ITC) for one year, have also served as
Returning Officer for the LGD of Grahamdale election
for three terms. I was on the Women's Advisory Committee for the Mulvihilt area for three years. The committee was established through the Department of Agriculture to develop courses for rural women. In 1990 af-

ANDREWS
Fred & Agnes

ter a devastating fire had gone through the Mulvihill area,

Frederick Herbert Andrews, youngest son of Herbert and
Kate Andrews. Fred was born in Winnipeg onJuly 30,

I was asked to serve as First-Aid & Food

Co-ordinator
for the area. Its purpose was to organize food, fìrst-aid
and volunteers in disaster situations. I also volunteered
one term

in

1908. He lived with his parents, oldest brother Harry
and an adopted sister Dorothy. They lived on SE 34-20-

1992 on the Eriksdale board of the Festival

5W in the Helendale dishlct, where they farmed for rnany
years and the children attended school. They had about

of the Arts.

I worked part-time for Northstar

Seeds, for fìve seaworked
part-time at Kerri's
sons selling forage seed. I also
Video and Big Al's Sharp Shop. I am presently employed
at the Eriksdale Clinic (1994).

mile and a half to go, which they walked every day' It
could be pretty rough especially in the winter time'
In 1923 Fred left home and came to Winnipeg were
he worked for two and a half years at Bryce's Bakery,
a
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Penny. Agnes had three sisters: Vickie, polly and Rene.
Also four brothers: Bill,Jack, George and Russell. She
also attended school in Scotch Bay. Agnes was active in
the Ladies Club of Clydebank. Agnes loved picking berries. Back in the thirties and forties there were lots, such
as saskatoons,

strawberries, raspberries and cranberries.
She also loved gardening, and always grew lots of vegetables, and also did lots of canning. Agnes also worked

very hard around threshing time.
When there was eighteen or more men around for at
least two weeks, there was always extra bread, pies and
cakes to be made. Back in those days there was no elec-

tricity, fridges, or running water, but somehow

she managed and never complained. And although times were
tough, together they raised seven children and farmed

for over fifly years.
The oldest Myrtle Agnes, married Fred Saunders on
April20, 1956. They have six children and live in Win-

George, Bud, Fred Saunders, Fred

Myrtle, Agnes Andrews

nipeg. George Frederick, single, lives on the fa¡m in Eriks-

which was situated on Burnell Street, just north of portage Ave. He delivered bread with a horse and cart. This
is a story Fred told me: It was December 24, lg2ï. He
was out delivering bread and along the way his customers would ask him in for a drink. To be sociable he accepted. After he had about half a dozen drinks he went

dale. AlbertJames married LauraHanslip,June 11, 1960.

They have three children and live in Winnipeg. Russell
Wilbert, single living on the farm in Eriksdale. Freda
Kathleen married Dick Street on April g,1976 and they
lived in Portage la Prairie until she passed away on May
14, 1992. Constance Eveþ married DickJoba,July 1g67.
They have two children. They were divorced in lg8B.
She remarriedJuly 1, 1989 to Chris Rush. They live in

in one last house to have his last drink before going home.
His horse decided that he'd had enough, so he took off
and went back home on his own where he was put in
the stable by the attendant. Fred, in the meantime had
to walk back, which was about three miles. He said it
didn't happen to him again. Fred went back home in the

Vernon, BC. Eileen Margaret is the youngest, She is single and lives in Eriksdale.

fall of 1925, and in 1926 he entered a Shorthorn calf in
the Eriksdale Fair, and won first prize. First prize was a
trip to Brandon, to take place in L927 in the spring. The
trip was sponsored by the Kiwanis Club. They all had to
show their calves again. Fred said his calf didn,t make
the top placing at Brandon. His calf weighed g00 lbs,
and he sold it for l0 L/2 cents a pound. Which after deductions of commission charges, he received $gZ.t¿. tIe
still has his Sþecial First Prize Red Ribbonftomthe fair at
Eriksdale. Fred also enjoyed trapping, and in lg27 he
caught seventeen coyotes.

In the spring of

1930 Fred bought SW BB-21-6W,
of Eriksdale in the Clydebank
district. Fred lived alone until he married Agnes Blue
Penny on October 2,1932.
Agnes was born in Scotch Bay, December 24, 1g08.
seven miles south west

Fred, Freda, George, Myrtle, Bud, Russell
Agnes, Connie, and Eileen Andrews

Agnes was the sixth child born to Mr. and Mrs. William
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Lucy started school at Brittania School. The family
moved to the homestead for summer holidays of I9l7

Fred loved horses and for many years he did all his
work with them, until he bought his first tractor (a Titan
10.20), but he still kept a good team of horses for winter
chores. Fred also raised and established a herd of purebred Hereford cattle, which he loved so much. He took
pridc in whatcver he did, whether working with his
horses, cattle or just making hay' Everything was kept

and 1918, then came out to Eriksdale to stay in the spring
of 1919. Violet and I (Lucy) attended Hartfield School,
then high school in Briksdale. I dropped out after grade
ten, but Violet went throtrgh to become a school teacher.

very neat.

On November 8, 1983 at his residence, Frederick
Herbert Andrews passed away at the age of 75 years.
OnJune 21, 1989 atthe Lundar Personal Care Home,
Agnes Blue Andrews passed away at the age of 80 years.
George and Russell are still on the farm and have
Hereford cattle, and are doing quite well' The only difference today is they don't have any horses. They do
everything with tractors and they run a well organized,
and well managed farm.
Good luck to both of you in the years ahead.

APPLEBEE

Charles & Barbara
Charles and BarbaraApplebee came to Eriksdale to farm
in the spring of 1919. They had two children, Lucy, eight
years, and Violet, six years old. Charlie, as he was known,
was born in London, England, in March 1885 and came

Barbara and Charlie Applebee

to Canada in 1901 at the age of 16. He worked with his
brother George for two years, then moved to Winnipeg

in the loss of
Dad's right leg at the hip, our parents farmed with great
difficulty. They moved to Winnipeg in 1945 where Dad
worked as a dispatcher with Moore's Täxi until his reAfter

where he worked as a teamster.
Barbara Becker was born inJosephberg, Austria and
came to Canada with her father and younger brother at
an early age. They settled at Beaver Hills (now Agricola)

a series of mishaps which resulted

tirement.
Dad passed away in 1964 at 79. Mum lived to 90 and
died in August, 1981.
Lucy married Art Lindell and they farmed for 29 years.
There were four children, two girls and two boys; Elaine,
David, Shirley and Garry, They moved to the village in
1964 where Art served as the maintenance man at E'M.

AB.
The family moved to Winnipeg and Barbara worked
in a boarding house, where she met Charlie. Her father,
Phillip Becker died on September 1, 1908 at the age of
64 years and is buried in the Elmwood Cemetety, #548
section eight. There is no headstone.
Our parents, Charlie and Barbara' were ma¡ried in

Crowe Hospital until his retirement in 1983.
Violet married Doug Robinson, whose famiþ lived
at Mulvihill. They moved to Bienfait, SK. Doug man-

Winnipeg on May 28, 1910. The family lived at 295
Marjory Street, St.James. Charlie drove a team of horses
for the St.James Fire Hall. Charlie ttiedto ioin up duting
the WWI butwas rejected due to a damaged collar bone.
His determination to do something led to the idea of a
homestead, where he would farm and grow food for the

aged

M&

S Mine there. They moved to Etlrnonton

where they retired. Doug and Vi had one daughter,Janet,

and one son,Jack.

soldiers.
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years in Labrador, I enrolled at Lakehead University,
Thunder Bay, graduating in LgT4with a BSc in Nursing.
Rehrrning to school after such a long time in the work
force was both a novelty and a shock.

APPLEBY

Vide
The road to Eriksdale was
rather a round about one

Having completed university I went on a three month
working holiday to one of the poverty areas in West Bengal, Northern India. Sharing the lives of the Sisters at the
convent in Matigara, we held impromptu clinics in the
streets, market places, go-downs (railway stations), leper
clinics, and generally worked among the poorest of the

for me. I was born in Cardiff, Wales, the youngest of
four girls. A few years later

the family moved

to

Penzance, Cornwall in the
extreme southwest of Eng-

Poor.

land. Here we spent our
childhood, received our
education and one by one

Returning to Canada,

I

came to Eriksdale in LSTS,
startingwork as Public Health Nurse in the Lundar/Eriksdale/Vogar areas. The Public Health offìce then was in
the basement of the hospital, opposite the laundry room.
Clinics were held in Eriksdate Municipal Office, and in

entered the nursing profes-

sion. General nursing
training completed in 1946 was followed by specialization in tuberculosis nursing and about 12 years in the

the Legion hall at Lundar. Later a transfer to Ashern
required a change, not in residence but in workplace
until retirement in late 1989.

operating room.
Having decided to return to bedside nursing,I thought
it would be a good idea to see another country at the
same time, as then there were abundant opportunities
everywhere. So onJune 1, 1960 as the SS Ivernia left the
docks at Southampton, England, I stood on the dock
watching Bngland disappear and wondering what lay
ahead of me in Canada. The crossing took six days, docking at Montreal onJune 6, 1960. Then followed the train
journey to Winnipeg. Being employed by what was then
the Sanatorium Board of Manitoba, myfirstplace of work
was at Ninette, then Clearwater Lake, The Pas, and when
that hospital closed in 1965, the Rehabilitation Hospital

Friends and relatives from England, having visited on
several occasions have always enjoyed their stay and
made several friends here in Eriksdale.

ARCHIBALD
Douglas & Leah
The book MOD presents the story of my sojourn of approximately six years in Eriksdale. Continuing from
there, I, Leah Roger, left Eriksdale the end of September 1966 to accept the position of Matron of the R.W.
Large Memorial Hospital, Bella Bella, BC. This was an
entirely new experience for me. I sat next to the pilot in
a small plane admiring the breath-taking beauty of the
myriads of islands in a sapphire sea. Although I was born
on an Indian Reserve in Saskatchewan, it was also a new
experience to become acquainted with the Bella Bella
Native Indians, to work beside them and learn something of their ways. It was here I met my future husband, the Rev. Douglas Archibald. We were ma¡ried in

in Winnipeg.
After about five years here, having itchy feet and wanting to see more of Canada, my next step was to join the
International Grenfell Association and go to St. Anthony,
NF. A few months later to my delight,I had the oppor-

tunity to do Public Health Nursing in the surrounding
coastal communities of the Northern Penninsula. tavel
was byjeep, skidoo, boat, on foot, or some combination
of the same, as many of these communities had no road

Next came a transfer to Happy Valley, Goose
Bay and North West River, Labrador. Tiavel here was
by boat or small plane, always with the possibility that a
one day trip might extend into several days or a week,
as the weather had clme dlwn, making landing a small
access.

Victoria on October 24, 1967. The following year, we
left Bella Bella; Doug taking up his ministry with the
United Church in Cumberla¡rd,IJnion Bay and Denman
Island, 1968 to 1970, and myself demoted to the position of housewife, chauffeur, and assistant CGIT leader.
The year 1971 found us without a charge. We did volunteer camp work for the summer at Moorcroft Camp,
after which we drove to Saskatchewan (sorry we did not

plane impossible.
Around this time greater emphasis was beginning to
be placed on university training for nurses. After a few
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opened and we moved into a suite where we completed
the ten year stay in Bella Coola. We enjoyed Bella Coola,
the beauty of the mountains and valley, and the friendly

make it to Manitoba). On our return we took up residence in Columbian House (the married student's residence) at Vancouver School of Theology for a year, while
Doug completed his course in Chaplaincy. He then became assistant minister in Kitsilano Church, and visiting

people.

By this time we were beginning to feel our age, and
we were teceiving casual advice fruur ductor and home
support nurse that it might be wise to look into available
accommodation, closer to family and services. After a
great deal of investigating it eventually turned out that
we were eligible for admission to the nursing home. Our
choice was the Newton Regency Care Home, and here

minister in Vancouver General Hospital and St. Paul's
Hospital, and a nunrber of uursing homes. He contin'
ued this work for more than ten years.

During this time

I

assisted

my friend, Deaconess

Margaret Fulton in setting up and starting the Adult Day
Care Centre in North Vancouver, the first one of its kind
in Canada. I was employed there as a nurse for approxi-

we are.
We moved in September 9, 1992, and on October 8,
Doug took a seizure, sustained a sever head wound' and
a fractured Neck of Fernur. He was in hospital until December 21, when he came home on a Program of walking and exercises. At home he had another fall from the

mately six years.
When leaving Columbian House in L972, we bought
our own home in North Vancouver' to avoid paying rent.
We enjoyed our home there for ten full years. In the
winter months of 1980 and 1981 we were asked to go to
Bella Coola for two short term periods, which we accepted, and enjoyed the venture. We had been thinking
of retiring, so while in Bella Coola we took the oPportunity of buying a good used mobile home on an acre. So

bed, fracturing the same bone again.

That slowed down his progress in walking. At the
present time he is at somewhat of a standstill, being in a
wheelchair most of the time. As for myself, I have a diagnosis of Parkinsonism which is partially under control
with medications.
We are comfortable here in the care home. We have

once again we were moving.
We drove in so we would have a ca¡ when we got
there. The highway was excellent as fa¡ as Williams Lake,

excellent meals, laundry and cleaning provided' Staff are
very friendly and helpful. We have a Program of activities to keep life interestinS, and so we are thankful for

but #20 to Bella Coolawas questionable. With rain, potholes and loose gravel, I managed to roll the ca¡. It landed
on its wheels facing in the opposite direction. Every part
of the body appeared to be damaged' The potted plants
travelling in the back of the car became deadly missiles,
the largest one breaking on my head, giving me a large
goose-egg. Forhrnately the bus came along, and the driver
and two other men assisted us to get going and sent us
on our way to Tatla Lake. We were just thankful that
neither of us was seriously injured. The Public Health
Nurse in Tatla Lake was very helpful, cleaned us up' got

the many blessings we can still enjoy'

us a room for the night and put ice on the goose-egg.
The next day we completed the drive' It was my first
time to drive the Hill for which Bella Coola is famous.
Without further mishap, we limped in Bella Coola, looking a wreck but under our own power' and went straight
to the RCMP to report the accident. We had previously
been invited to stay a few days with friends until we had
unpacked some essentials. Now we were even more
grateful for the invitation, and our hostess, even more
generously loaned us her car for the duration of the repairs.
We lived only three years in our mobile home, then

Mountain View Lodge, Senior Citizens' Housing was
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Robertson) and Fern (Mrs, O. T. Hughson) who died a
few years ago, (all Winnipeggers).
I remember little of our life in Eriksdale as I was about
three years old when we moyed to Hamiota. However,
we made occasional trips to Eriksdale which I have continued to this day. It's like a second home.
Driving to Eriksdale from Winnipeg in our day was
quite differentfrom today. You were either driving north
orwest. AtWarren you turned west, then north to Woodlands and so on, right up to Eriksdale. The roads were
gravel - many greasy after rains and of course you drove
through every town along the way! When we lived at
Briksdale the hardest part of driving to Winnipeg was
the stretch between Eriksdale and Lundar - which seemed

trip.
found it interesting to listen to the late Art Salter
and his memories of freighting from the end of steel (rail
line) at Oak Point by the ox team to the Eriksdale territory. Dad's territory extended to Gypsumville - perhaps
a little beyond - the end of the line in those days.
It has been my pleasure to know some real old-timers
- for instance: Forsyths, Willetts, Watsons, Windross',
as long as the rest of the

I

John, Filomena & Rachel Baffsky

BAFFSKY
Dr. John & Filomena
I was born onJanuary 23,1945 in Sydney Australia and
had all of my educalion there. I graduated from the Sydney University Medical School in 1968.
I came to Canadain October 1973. After an unforgettable display of community enthusiasm at a meeting, I
decided that Eriksdale was for me.

Hallsons, Cowderys and many others - who were active
pupils in the 1930's - many lived long lives. I am lucky
to have know them.

BAUER/van der MOLEN

I returned to Sydney in 1981 and met Filomena Silano
in 1984. On April 27, 1985I changed her to Filomena
Baffsky and we had Rachel onJanuary 11, 1991.
Rachel starts preschool this year and Filomena is doing part time work as a market research analyst. I continue to practise general medicine in Edgecliff, Sydney.

Rudi and Erna Bauer, along with two of their four children, Klaus and Renate, came to Winnipeg from Germany in 1956. Rudi worked as a welder for Pioneer Electric for nine years. For health reasons he wanted to retire and therefore bought a quarter section of land in
Eriksdale, SW 21-21-4W, in 1963. Rudi and Erna moved
out here in 1965. Sadly, Erna became ill six months later
and passed away on March 10, 1966 at the age of 53.

BARTLETT

Rudi continued to live on his farm for the next few year.
In May of 1972 Klaus retired from the Air Force after
serving ten years and bought the Schroeder farm.
Hugo van der Molen was born in Amsterdam, Holland and came to Winnipeg with his parents and his
younger brother in 1957. Renate Bauer and Hugo met at
the Red River Co-op store in Winnipeg where they both

Dr. G.W. & Dorothy
My father came to Eriksdale as a school inspector in 1919
right after \AIWI. He had served in the front lines. Mother,
Dorothy (or Dorrie) was an English war bride. I understand that Dad had a real affection for the Interlake right
from the first, whereas Mum found the adjustment more

worked. They were married on December 6, 1968. In

difficult after leaving Uxbridge, England, a suburb 15
miles from London. However, she made many life long
friends in Eriksdale.

June of 1972 they joined into a partnership with Klaus
operating a dairy farm. Rudi came to live with them until
he entered the Lundar Personal Care Home in 1987. He

The Bartletts had three children of which I, Alan, was
the third. I had two older sisters, Ruth (Mrs. J. A.

passed away onJune 16, 1991 at the age of 81.
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Renate and Hugo have one daughter, Anje, born on

January 6,

left home to work as a housekeeper in ON. Some years
later the family was notified of her death. Maggie mar-

Anje graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate and is now attending the University of Winnipeg.
1974.

ried Samuel Collins, and had one son, born in April, 1g30,
who died at birth. After farming in the South Head dis-

trict for many years they retired to Eriksdale . At age 12,
after her father died, Lizzie was raised by Jeanette
(Fonseca) Collins in Eriksdale and attended school thcrc.
She marriedJeanette's nephew, Harry Mason. They had

four daughters, and farmed in the Oatfield district.

Renate, Anje, & Hugo van der Molen
As city slickers, farming didn't come easy to us. Some
months the hydro bill was more than our milk cheque.

Our German and Dutch stubbornness persevered and
after 22 years we have quit the dairy as of December 1994.
We are starting over with simmental beef cattle.

Tom, Maggíe, Nick, Mary, Jím, Nellie &

BAUGH FAMILY

Annie Baugh (l94Os)

Matthias Baugh with his second wife, Elizabeth, came
from Acten, Minnesota, to St. Andrews MB, and from
there to Winnipeg in 1909. In October 1911 they moved
to the Eriksdale municipality to farm SE 24-22-7W, At
this time they had nine children: May born 1895, Nick
(1898), Minnie (1900),

Bill

(1901),

The Baugh farm was sold after Matt died and the family moved to the trailer park in Eriksdale.
Nellie lives in Eriksdale andJim is in a group home in
the town of Stony Mountain. All of the others, except
Lizzie and Minnie are buried with their parents in Nord

Annie (1904), Tom

(1906), Maggie (1908),Jim (1909)andLizziei¡ 1911. Mary

was born

in

1917

in

1913, after they came to the farm,

Cemetery.

Matthew

in 1920.
in 1923 and Elizabeth with the help of

and Nellie

Matthias died

BAZINET
Helen

her older children raised her family on the farm, doing
the best they could through difficult times. The family
enjoyed entertaining themselves at home listening to

My parents names were Leonard Sweetland and Evelyn
(Harding). My dad came to Canada from England in 1909
as a baby, with his parents Samual Sweetland and Sarah
(Frost), and three other children: Gladys Barlow, Ethel
Ross, and Clifford Sweetland. Another brother, Herb
Sweetland, was born in Canada. My mom and dad

country music on the gramophone. Most of them played
a mouth organ or accordion. Bill and Matt farmed for
many years, with the help of their sisters May, Mary and
Nellie.
Nick, Tom andJim left home to work for local farmers. Later Tom worked at Vassar, MB, where he met Elizabeth Boutang and her family. They discovered that she
was his half sister from their father's first marriage. Blizabeth Boutang's daughter, Elsie, and her husband Aime
Beaudry, lived and worked in Eriksdale for several years.
Annie worked for Bob and Ina Kingsley most of her
life and was treated as one of the family by them. Minnie

(Leonard and Evelyn) were married in 1938 and lived in
the Lundar area north west, close to the Helendale School.

I

am the oldest of seven children. There are myself,
Raymond, Doreen Lamoureux, Jim, Ken, Vida Lucier
andJoan La¡ade. I married Victor Bazinet in 1958. I have
a family of seven children: Douglas (Grace), Diane (Al)
Stevenson, Albert (Shirley), Garry (Tara), Denise,
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Raymond and Suzanne.

tended Chalmers High School for grades 10-12. She received her Hotel Restaurant education by attending Red
River Community College. Her summers have been spent
at working in fly-in fishing lodges in northern Manitoba,
and at Great Bear Lake. Her goal is to own a northern

Douglas, born September 25, 1958, married Grace
Stefkonic on May 3, 1980. They have two children,
Danielle, bornJune 14,1982, and Bradley, born December 31, 1986. Douglas attended La Fontaine School, then
Eriksdale, and graduated from grade 12in L976. He went

to the University of Manitoba for two years, then

fly-in lodge.
Victor Bazinet passed away September 29, 1995.
I lived on the farm for 22 yearc, separated from Victor, then moved to Eriksdale. I worked at the Eriksdale
Hospital for six years, moved to Winnipeg for six years,
then moved back to Eriksdale to start my own business,

was

accepted (one of ten) to Veterinary College at Saskatoon.

He graduated in 1982. He practiced first at St. Claude,
then Melita, and lastly at Steinbach, where he is presently practicing.
Diane, born December 3, 1959, attended grade school
La Fontaine, then Eriksdale, and graduated from grade
12 in 1977. She left home to work as a courier in Winni
peg, where she met Alan Stevenson. They married March
1, 1980, and have two children, Teri,July 30, 1980, and a
son Matthew, born May 12,1983. Diane raised the children and worked while Alan attended University. After
Alan graduated and found work, Diane attended University for a law degree, and graduated in 1988. She
worked two years in Winnipeg. She obtained a job in
Portage la Prairie, where they reside, and are raising their
family.

Helen's Sewing and Such.

BEAUCHEMIN

Ben & lrene
In

1932 Ben Beauchemin and his wife Irene Lane, daugh-

ter of Napoleon Lane, with three children; Rita, Yvonne
and Bill, moved from Winnipeg to the Suffren district
where they took up an empty homestead. Their farm
house was on a quarter section which Ben rented for $5
per month. They farmed for five years during which time
a son, Louis was born and two daughters, Lorette and
Helen. The farm was sold so they moved onto another
farm one and a half miles away which they rented for
another three years. Here another son, Pat was born.
During this time Ben bought a small truck which he used

Albert, bornJanuary 8, 1964, attended grade school
in Eriksdale. He attended school until grade ten and quit
before completing the grade. He chose to self-educate
himself by working. He worked odd jobs before finally
getting work with the Manitoba Milk Recording Centre.
Albert worked for them for six years and now is employed
with Western Breeders as the Manitoba sales rep.

Garry, bornJuly 20, 1965, married Tara Rudnicki on
June 19, 1993. Garry attended grade and high school in
Eriksdale, and graduated from grade 12. He attended
University of Manitoba, getting a degree in engineering.
He worked for two small engineering firms which folded,
putting him out of work. He is now the maintenance engineer for a printing firm in Winnipeg.
Denise, born March 10, 1967 - a centennial baby. She

is the mother of one child, Aaron, born April 3, 1983.
Denise went to hair dressing school, worked for Singletons, and is now working for herself.
Raymond, born March 25, L97I. He attended Eriksdale School until grade ten. He quit school to remain on
the farm with his dad. Raymond's goal is to be an Eriksdale beef farmer. He now owns a farm and is raising
simmental beef cattle.
Suzanne, born August 31, 1972, attended Eriksdale
School grades one to nine, moved to Winnipeg and at-

Bíll, Rita wíth Bert, Yvonne with Benny, Louis
Lorette, Ben, Pat, lrene & Helen Beauchemín
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to haul cream from the farmers in the district to the Lun-

BECKMAN
Andrew & Dora

dar or Eriksdale creamery, 12-13 miles away.
In the summer of 1940, the family moved to the GJ.
Brickson ranch in the Swan Lake area ea^st of Lundar,
which he ran on shares. It was here that the twin boys,
Bert and Benny were born. Ben continued to haul crearn
to both Chatfield and Lundar creameries. They lived at
Swan Lake for several years. There were no roads and
in the winter they had to go 17 miles to Lundar by horses

Andrew was born at Bolstads, Sweden on April26, 1869.
He immigrated to Canada around 1903.
Dora Wowchulc was born in the Ukraine on Sepl.eur-

ber 23,

In

as Oak Point and had

to be picked up from there. On one trip he walked from

Oak Point to his home, carrying a door for the log house
he was building for himself.
Yea¡s later he related a story of one time when he had
run out of matches. Needing to start a fire, he took an
old shirt, and with his shotgun shot a hole through it.
Consequently, the material started to burn and he had
his fire.
After Andrew paid taxes on his homestead the first
year, he had only 50 cents left over. With this 50 cents
he bought a rose bush and planted it on his land. The
rose bush thrived and grew. Through the years it was
divided and replanted many times. This hardy rose continues to grow not only on his homestead but now in the
yards of his children and grandchildren.

Sufren Uniaersity.It was very hard to get a teacher to

It would be late fall before

they could get one and often the teacher stayed only
until Christmas. In the new year they had to try and find
another one. The children often reminisce about the fun
they had in those days.
Yvonne and Ritaboth married, moved away and now
reside in Winnipeg. In the summer of 1949, Louis and
Power

Commission when the hydro line was coming north from

Winnipeg to Gypsumville.
In 1950 Ben was thinking of better schooling for the
younger children so he bought a farm in the La Fontaine
district where Pat, Benny and Bert attended school.
As years went by Bill married and moved to Winnipeg where he resided and operated a small trucking business. Bill retired in 1995 and now resides in Lundar. Louis
married and worked twenty-one years for the Power
Commission and was working for Northern Canada
Hydro at the time of his accidental death in 1972. Lorette
married, moved away and now resides in Winnipeg.
Helen went to work in Vancouver where she ma¡ried
and now lives in Victoria. Pat resides in High Prairie,
AB, where he works as a heavy equipment operator. Bert
married and is an engineer at the St. Amant Centre.
Benny married, lived in Winnipeg and was employed
by Greyhound Bus Lines until his death from leukemia

in

Atthis

point in time the railway had not yet come to Eriksdale.

it snowed. Ben would drive them with horses. They attended Lalonde School, which they always refer to as

Bill started working for The Manitoba Hydro

1905 Andrewhomesteaded onSE 6-22-6W.

All mail and supplies carne as far

The children walked 3 1/2 miles to school except when

come to that bush country.

to Canada in 1905 and lived at

Pleasant Home in the Tèulon district.

and sleigh to get supplies. The trip took two days.

tJne

1897. She came

1986.

In later years all the children had moved away so Ben
and Irene sold the farm in 1965 and retired to Winnipeg. He resided there until his death in August 1980.
Five weeks later his wife, Irene passed away after a
lengthy illness with Alzeimers in October 1980.

Andrew with Ted on hís lap, Dora & Erlíng
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pably performed midwife duties pending the doctor's
arrival Philip attended Clydebank School. Immediately

Dora and Andrew were married on October 8, 1917.
Andrew worked as a carpenter specializing in log buildings.

In addition he was

after school he began a lifelong farming career. The farm
site is sihrated on his father's homestead, SE 6-22-6W.

a cook, and cooked for the fish-

ermen on Lake Manitoba during the winter. Andrew was
a fiddle player, playing for the main dances in the area'
Dora helped support the farm by growing a two acre
garden and selling the vegetables door to door, making
the rounds twice

a

week with

a

OnJuly 21, 19 56,Philip marriedJoyce Olafson, from
the Maryhill district near Lundar. She was teaching at
Hartfield school when they met. Following their marriageJoyce taught school at Macross for two years. Since
then, raising a family and being a farm partner has been
her full time career.
The farm has changed and grown over the years. It
started as a small mixed farm producing a little cream
and raising a few hogs and chickens. We expanded in
the hog enterprise until 1972 when we built a modern

horse and buggy. Andrew

passed away October 26, 1947 and Dora on August 8,
1982.

dairy barn and began shipping milk to the Arborg cheese
plant. Later our milk was sent to Winnipeg. The hog
operation was phased out in 1973. After several years
we expanded the dairy barn and purchased more cows,
milk quota, and land. For a number of years the family
enjoyed showing our purebred Holstein cattle at various
fairs across the province, Philip, Chris, and Ha¡land took
the Artificial Insemination course and became licensed
AI technicians. In 1991 after assessing market outlook
and our labor supply we reduced the dairy by 75010. Since
then we have been back-grounding beef calves and expanding into a cow/calf operation.
Our first home was a two-roomed house. As our family arrived we built on, and expanded the house a cou-

Ted, Andrew, Lily, Erlíng Beckman

Phílip Beckman
Dora and Andrew raised four children:
ErlingJulius - BornJuly 28, 1918. He married Mildred
Walper and made his living as a postman in London,
ON. Erling diedJune 8, 1982.
Theodore Alfred - Born April9, 1920. Ted was married to Verna Cobb, lived in Toronto and worked for
Canada Post. They had three children: Robert, Edward
and Linnea. After Ted retired in 1974, Tèd and Verna
moved to Prince Edwa¡d Island. Verna died February
28, 1989. Ted remarried to Irene Young in 1991.
Linnea - Born August 25, 1922, She was a licensed
practical nurse in Winnipeg. Lily is now retired and she
and her husband,Jack Howe, live in St. Andrews.
Philip Christian - (See Philip Beckman).

ple of times. In 1985 we built a new house, supposedly a
retirement home but Phil keeps on purchasing more land
and cattle!
Presently, our family consists of:
1. Christian Ross - Born April28, 1959. He attended
Clydebank School from grade one - three, and grades
four - twelve in Eriksdale. Following high school he attended the University of Manitoba, completing his Diploma in Agriculture in 1979. After farming with us for
eight years, he returned full time to university and received his Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics in 1990. Currently he is finishing his Masters of Science in Agricultural Economics. During his university
years he has held a number of agriculture related jobs

BECKMAN
Philip & Joyce

which included a stint of teaching Farm Marketing in
Poltava and Kiev in the Ukraine in 1994.
2. Harland Andrew - Born October 1, 1960. He attended Clydebank School, grades one and two, and

Philip was born on his father's homesteadJanuary 8,
1930. He has always felt indebted to the lateJack Ross
who rode horseback 7.5 miles to Eriksdale on a -30 degrees Fahrenheit night to summon the doctor, and to
the late Mrs. E. Watson (Jack's mother-in-law) who ca-

Eriksdale school for grades three - twelve. Harland graduated from the University of Manitoba with his Diploma
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in Agriculture in 1981. He is currently a farm partner,

ing a hand where needed.
Our children all belonged to the Eriksdale 4-H Clovers and Eriksdale 4-H Dairy Club. Through 4-H involvement all the children have had the opportunity to travel
to various parts of Ca¡rada and USA, as well as host
visiting 4-H'ers. Chris, Thelma, Elma, and Wendy continued their involvement with 4-H after high school with
the alumni organization, Manitoba 4-H Ambassadors.
As young adults, our children joined the Manitoba
Rural Youth Organization. They enjoyed participating
in many provincial activities. New friends with common
interests and backgrounds were an added bonus.
Now as work and travel takes our family in different
directions we look forward to family gatherings and the
inevitable trips down memory lane.
June 17, 1996, Erik Andrew was born to Blma and
Ulf Herde.

and has served on a number of community boards over
the years.
3 & 4. Thelma Lynn and Elma Lorraine - BornJune
13, 1965.

Thelma attended Eriksdale School, graduating in
1983. She attended the University of Manitoba and
graduated with her Bachelor of Human Bcology - Fam-

ily Studies in 1988. At present she is working as a special
needs infa.nt caregiver at the St. Norbert Foundation.
Through Continuing Education at the University of

Manitoba, she is working towards her Applied
Counseling Certificate.
Elma attended Eriksdale School, graduating in 1983.
She attended the University of Manitoba and graduated

with her Bachelor of Human Ecology - Comprehensive
program in 1988. She has been a District Home Economist with Alberta Agriculture. In May 1992, she married Ulf Herde, a cattle rancher from Ardmore, AB.
5. WendyJoy - Born October 24, L968. She went to
school in Briksdale, graduating in 1986. While pursuing
her Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Economics from
the University of Manitoba, Wendy has been employed
with Manitoba Agriculture. Most recently she served a
term as the Assistant Agricultural Representative in

BERG

Carl & Selma
Carl Berg and his wife Selma, both came from Sweden
in the late l800's. They met and were married in the
USA. In all they had ten children. They moved up to
Eriksdale in the early 1900's. They built a house just south
of Eriksdale on the piece of land later owned byJohn
Sigurdson. I remember my Dad, Eric Berg, saying that
the train only went to Oak Point in those days, so they
went the rest of the way by horse or oxen. They helped
lay out and make the streets in town. Carl Berg was the
first to be buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery. A neighbor,

Minnedosa.

I can't remember his name, donated a parcel of his land
for the cemetery. Dad often talked of his neighbors - Lou
and George Cramb and a bachelor named Ed Adams.
After Grandpa Berg died, the family moved to Chicago,
where the sons worked as carpenters.
The children were: Herbert, Eric, Oscar, Ida, Ethel,
Roy (who died as an infant), Bill, Nina, Walter and Art.
In 1929 Eric married Brita Hammar, from Eriksdale and
went to Chicago for two years. They then moved back
to the old Berg homestead and farmed there for about
five years before moving to Winnipeg and then to British Columbia. They had two children; Marvin, who was

Harland, Thelma, Philip, Ulf & Elma Herde, Joyce,
Wendy & Chrís Beckman

Our family has been involved in the community.
Philip served on the Eriksdale Fair board, the Clyde-

born in Chicago in 1930 and Elva, who was born in Eriksdale in 1933. Eric and Brita had four grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.
There are only two sons living today. Oscar who is 95

bank School board and va¡ious other committees over
the years. He also served as a municipal councillor for
six years.Joyce has belonged to the Clydebank Ladies
Club. She was also a 4-H mother for over 20 years lend268

stones, before finally seeding. My dad started by first
planting his gardens, and buying cows; later adding chickens and pigs, machinery and work animals to help his
farm flourish.
WWI had an effect on the community as many of the
men went off to war, some of course never to return.
Many of the quarter sections became uninhabited.
A tragic accidental shooting of a local girl led to the

years, lives in Beaumont California. Two years ago he
brought a son and three grandsons up to Eriksdale to
see the old farm and cemetery. He still helps his son at
times, who is also a carpenter.

Walter, who is 81, lives in Fort Saskatchewan, AB. He
is a WWII veteran who had worked for Sherritt Gordon
Mines. He is married with two daughters and five grandsons.

first church service in the new school. Mr. Charlie
Simpson led the service. The locals voted to have a service the next Sunday and regularly thereafter. Charlie was

BINYON

helped out by Mr. Fred Bell and Mr. Arthur Malpas.
Eventually a United Church minister came out from

Henry & Bertha
Shortly before 1900, Henry (Harry) Binyon set sail from
London, England for Canada. After arriving in Montreal he went by train to Winnipeg. The immigration
authorities sent him to work on a fa¡m at Pilot Mound.
Here he became a life long friend of the Simmonds fam-

Eriksdale every other Sunday. Later on, Anglican Church
services were held on the alternate Sundays.

The 1920's were fairly good for the Binyons as their
farm produced plenty ofgrain from its 65 cultivated acres.
The cream from the cows, the eggs and the chicken meat,

were all sold in town to buy other necessities.
In the fall father usually sold two or three steers which
paid for the taxes and warm clothing for the winter.
June was a of highlights of the summer when we held
our annual school picnic. It was great fun with everyone
getting together for fun and games during the day and a
dance in the evening. The dance pretty much ended the
social events until after haying and harvesting.
In the summer of 1926 Dad bought a brand new Ford
Model T from W.A,B. Smith in Eriksdale. This helped
make things a little easier in terms of getting around.
Then came the thirties. Things were not so good as
prices dropped off for everything. Eggs were 25 cents a
dozen and crearn went to three dollars for a can of cream.

ily.

Around 1905 Sam Simms,Jack Spurs and Dad started
the first gypsum mine at Gypsumville, At thistime Harry

Binyon decided to make the Interlake his home.
InJune 1910 my mother, Bertha Coulson, left Glasgow, Scotland and travelled to Winnipeg. She worked
as a domestic in a private home and later at the old Hudson's Bay Company store. Bertha met my Dad sometime between 1910 and when they were married in 1912.
By this time Dad was working for the CNR. By 191a
he had put in his claim for a homestead that was 10-224, nine miles east of Eriksdale in the Eastland School
district. At the beginning ofJanuary 1914 he loaded all

their belongings, including one team of horses, Tom and
Dan, and all the necessities to starthis venture into farming, onto a single freight-car.
There was already a sturdy log house built on the
quarter section when Harry arrived. The house was quite
small and needed many renovations. All this had to be
done before Mrs. Binyon's arrival two weeks later.
Upon her initial journey from Eriksdale to her new
home they met new neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Malpas,
pulling a sled with their two daughters, Bessie and Flor-

A lack of rain
made the crops poor and a real challenge to find enough
feed for the livestock. By 1938 I went to work in WinniSelling cattle brought in

a

lot

less revenue.

peg âs a domestic, coming home for the summer months
to help out.

Then came the WWII and although prices may have
been driven back up and it was not as dry, help with
harvesting was hard to come by. Things were not as comfortable as in the 1920's, but better than they had been
through most of the thirties. Eventually I went to work
as a nurse's aide in the Eriksdale Hospital for about two
and a half years. In 1945I came to Selkirk and took the
Nurses Tiaining Program at the hospital for Mental Dis-

ence. They had been visiting Mr. and Mrs. Goodridge
who were also nearby neighbors. In those days there
was someone on every quarter section.

The new Eastland School was home to many dances
and social gatherings. The hard work included clearing

eases.

By 1952 after 38 years of farming, my Dad was 80

and breaking land. This process included chopping trees,

and Mother in her 70's, they moved to Selkirk as well.

picking stones, plowing and cultivating, and picking more
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run!". It never came back to the Binyon yard again, but
he did find the tin ca¡r on a tree top in the spring.
Dad had bought a horse from Tom Stevenson. The
horse was named Minnieand was a Clyde with great big
feet, a white strip down her face and a tongue that always hung out of her mouth about four inches when she
was resting. She had lots of personality and a mind of

her own. Minnie didn't like to walk on soft spots in
sloughs. One day my Dad sent Mother and I in a sleigh
with a load of bagged feed grain. All went well until we
came to a slough. Minnie simply sat down and wouldn't
move. Help had to be found and the wagon unloaded of
feed before she would move.
I had plenty of friends from school that were close,
literally, as we had to sit as many as three to a seat. I sat
with Ivy Simpson and Gabrielle (Gibby) Lamblin. We
tended to get into all sorts of mischief, as kids usually do.

Bertha & Harry Binyon.
Mr. & Mrs. Shepard & theír grandson. (1937)
They left behind many good memories, dear friends
and the little log house that they had lived in since 1914.
They spent many good years in Selkirk, but cherished
the visits they had from friends from Eriksdale. They
even went back to Pilot Mound to visit my Dad's first
friends that he made in Canada.

Memories that are precious.

I married another psychiatric nurse, Paul lkoeger, and
had three children, Pat, Diane and Ken. Patmarried Peter
Togni and now lives in Toronto (they have three children). Diane married Doran Reid and lives in Selkirk
with two children. Ken married Cheryl Ward and lives
in Montreal. Needless to say Mom and Dad enjoyed their
three grandchildren until their passing; Dad on }l4ay23,
1965 and Mother on March 11, 1968. They were buried
here in Selkirk in St. Clements Cemetery.

Kenneth Edward Bishop was born onJune 14, 1930
in the town of Gilbert Plains, MB. His parents were Fred
Bishop and Mabel Rawson. Fred and Mabel had two
girls as well. They were Ellen and lrene.
Unforh¡nately Mabel died when Ken was small so Ken
was sent to Kelvington, SK to live with his cousins, the
Stevensons. Ken has just recently renewed his friendships with his cousin, Nat Stevenson, and his family after not seeing them for 40 years. It proves that family
ties survive the test of time. Ken lived with them in the
1930's during The Depression but he has many fond

BISHOP

Kenneth & Shirley

The fondest memories were of the people that we were
surrounded by. There were people like the Styan fam-

ily, who came to our neighborhood in the summer of
1914. Mr, and Mrs. Styan, their two sons Arthur and

memories of that time.
Eventually Fred remarried and sent for Ken to come
and live in Winnipeg with them. With the outbreak of
WWII, Fred went to fight in Burope. A short while after
Fred returned he purchased a farm in Selkirk and moved

Percy, daughters Maisie (later Mrs. Rutherford) and later

Hazel and Bobby (1919 arrivals), were all good friends
and neighbors. Mrs. Styan was a particularly good friend
to my mother. She was a good cook and taught my
mother how to bake bread.
Then there were the bachelors, Tom and Bernard
Stevenson to the south of us. Berrrard joirred Lhe u'my
and was away for awhile. Tom Stevenson had a dog that
would keep coming over to our place and harass the
chickens and cattle. Dad decided to do something about
this. One time when the dog came over Dad tied a tin
can to the dog's tail and, as he said, "Boy did that dog

the family there.

Ken started working at the age of 16, first as a
farmhand, then in a lumber yard and fìnally as a crane
operator in the Selkirk Steel Foundry.
Fred sold his farm in Selkirk and moved to Eriksdale
in 1952 where they settled into the old Wenneberg place
on SW L2-21-6W.

Ken remained in Selkirk for a couple of months but
in 1952 he bought NW 7-21-5W in Eriksdale. This sec270

tion was originally homesteaded by Axel Carlson.
Fred and family moved onto Ken's farm while Ken
continued to work. In 1955 Ken moved to Eriksdale
where he met and fell in love with Shirley Garrity of the

He is also a nationally ranked arm-wrestler, having placed

in the top three in both the province and the country
three years in a row.

Kelly Lynne was born on August 9, 1962. She grew
up to marry Leo Pagee of Lundar on August 11, 1979.
They are the proud parents of Charolette, Connie and
Lee. They currently reside in Lundar.
Sherry Ann was born on August 20,I964,,and is currently living in Dauphin and has three children of her
own; Shannon, Mitchel, and Megan.
Diane Ellen was born on November 18, 1965. She is

Helendale area.

currently living in Eriksdale and has one daughter, Casie.
Sean Conrad was bornJune 8, 1968. He is single and
currentþ living in Briksdale and working on the family
farm. He is a nationally ranked arm-wrestler and had
competed all over Canada and into the United States.

Shirley & Ken Bishop
Shirley Ann Garrity was born at the Eriksdale Hospi
tal to Fred and Beatrice (Sundberg) Garrity on December 14, 1936. Both of Shirley's grandparents homesteaded
within a few miles of the Helendale School during the
early part of this century. Shirley lived in this area all her
life as did her mother, Beatrice, who was also born in
Eriksdale. Shirley had a great love of horses and spent
much of her time horseback riding. Shirley went to school
at Helendale and has many fond memories of dances
and picnics that were so much of their life in the 1940's
and 1950's. She learned to play the accordion and with
her sister, Vvian, on the banjo they played at dances
and parties all over Briksdale and the surrounding area,
Ken and Shirley were married on August 3,1957 at

Beatrice Garríty, Shírley, Brad, Duane, & Kenny
Bishop.
Kelly, Sherry, Diane, & Sean Bishop

the Lily Bay Church. They moved to Ken's farm with
Ken's father and family. Ken and Shirley had one of the
first televisions in the area and neighbor such as the
Wrucks and Monkmans would walk miles to watch it.
Ken and Shirley had seven children:
Kenneth Fredrick was bornJune 18, 1958. He now
lives in Edmonton and he has one daughter, Sherri Lee.
Bradley Neal was born on April 7, 1960. He is now

Ken and Shirley a¡e still farming on the original farm
where they raised their seven children. They have managed to increase their farm to 1760 acres and have diversified from cattle into sheep: chickens, pigs, rabbits, ducks,
and geese.

All of Ken and Shirley's children were born and educated in Eriksdale. In 1979 Shirley took the LPN (nurs-

the proud father of four sons:Jerry, Chad, Dustin and
Dyllon. He currently lives on the other end of the farm
from where he and his siblings grew up.
Duane Edward was born onJuly 24,1961. He was

ing) course at St. Boniface and worked at Central Park
Lodge in Winnipeg for three years. On August 1, 1983
she began work at the Lundar Personal Care Home
where she has continued to work ever since.

one of the largest babies delivered at Eriksdale, weighing in at l1 pounds one ounce. He is single and farming.
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work well into old age as a landscaper. Fred died on
April29, 1988. Thelma continues to reside in Winnipeg.
In total Fred had nine children. Ellen married Ted
Boles and they had three children: Heather, Mitchel and
Michelle. They live in Vancouver.
For Ken's story see Ken and Shirley Bishop.
Irene married Lloyd Nordholt and they had three
children; Sandra, Sharon and Brent. They live in BC.
Brenda married Arthur Brown of Eriksdale and had
three children; Keith, Kevin, Michelle and now lives in

BISHOP
Fred
Wilfred Conrad (Fred) was born on December 28, 1903
in Bristol, England to Herbert and Ellen Bishop. They
came to Winnipeg soon after,
When Fred grew up he married Mabel Rawson and
they homesteaded in Kelvington, SK. They had three
children: Ellen, Ken and lrene. Mabel died during the
thirties and Fred left the children with relatives and went
to fight in WWII, where he served as an engineer, build-

Kenora,
Wendy married Eddie Gerbrandt and have two children, Ian and Melanie. They lived for many years in
Brandon, but now live in Winnipeg.
Cindy married Milo Fisher and they had two children, Sebastian and Natashia. They reside in Winnipeg.
Debbie marriedJim Shields and they have one son,
Jason. They also live in Winnipeg.

ing bridges in France. During his time in the service Fred

married Thelma Smart of Winnipeg. Their daughtcr,
Brenda, was born while Fred was overseas. Fred spent
six years in the army.

Jo-Anne and Danny are both single and live in Winnipeg.

BIY

PAUL & ROSE
Rose Dick was born onJune 27, I9l5 in Landis, SK. She

married Paul Biy onJuly 17, 1932 in Winnipeg. Paul was
born on February 2, l9l0 in a section house in Netley,

MB.
Throughout their life together, Paul has taken on many
trades to provide for their family. Some of them include;

fireman, brakeman and section man for the CPR, bartender at the Riverton and Ashern hotels, butcher for
Payfair and a fisherman. Paul and Rose jointly owned
and operated the Styles Confectionery and Elice Grocery in Winnipeg with Cha¡les and Myrtle for a few years.
Paul was also a Singer sewing machine salesman for
the Interlake area. To become a salesman, he had to learn
how to sew and make embroidery samples. He won
many prizes for selling the most sewing machines and
being top salesman. I guess you could say that Paul was
a Jack-of-all-trada. While Paul was working; Rose was
kept busy at home with their four children.
Myrtle (November 3, 1934) married Charles Freeman
on October 10, 1953. They now live in Eriksdale and
have two children, Charlene and Darcy. Betty (May 25,

Thelma, Brenda & Fred (holding Wendy) Bíshop
Fred returned from overseas and he and Thelma and
their growing family moved to Selkirk. In 1952 Fred and
Thelma moved to Deerhorn to Charlie Wennberg's old
homestead on NW 1-21-6W. They then moved to Axel
Carlsou's place ort NW 7-21-5W, which Keu hatl purchased and where they stayed until Ken married Shirley
Garrity and took over the farm.
Fred and family moved to the Eastland region of Eriksdale where they farmed until Fred got cancer in 1965
and they had to move to Winnipeg. Fred continued to

1940) married Don McGillis on December 19, 1959.
They now live in Eriksdale a¡rd have two children, Darian
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and Susan. Ken (May 15, Ig47) marriedJoan Maki on
August L6, L974. They live in Eckville, AB and had one
child, Shayne Paul. He was killed in a head-on motor
vehicle accident on February 10, 1995 at the age of 19.
Gordon (March 19, 1942) was killed in a head-on vehicle collision with a drunk driver on October 19, 1963 at

Looking back, Paul remembers when the army worms
took over in 1971 or 1972. The ground was so thick with

them, that they fell off their trailer in piles. Paul shovelled them into a wheelbarrow and disposed of them. If
you stood on the lawn for aminute, you were covered in
them. The surroundings looked pretty grim after the
worms were fìnished. Cha¡les and Myrtle lived further
down the driveway and had put a long line of used oil

the age of 21.
Paul and Rose's life together took them many places.

They didn't have much money in those days, so they
wanted to get away from the city. It was in ihe fall of

on the ground, the army worms never travelled past it.
Paul recalls a farming accident he had when he was
raking with the side delivery rake and a Fergusson tractor. He had put the tractor in neutral to get off, but somehow he knocked it into gear. This caused him to fall and

1969 that they bought a house trailer and moved to Briksdale. Myrtle and Charles gave them three acres of land

on their home quarter, west of town,

the back wheel of the tractor drove over his hip and back.

He crawled out as fast as he could, to prevent the teeth
of the rake from going over him. He wasn't seriously
hurt, so he climbed right back on.
Paul and Rose both enjoyed Charlene and Darcy's
daily visits in the afternoon, once the bus dropped them
off from school. Rose always had a snack waiting. Darcy
was often looking for things to do.
They Biys lived in Winnipeg until their move to
Bckville, AB in 1988. Since their move, Paul wrote an
autobiography to share with his family. In 1992 they celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in Eriksdale, with
many of their old friends and relatives,
SOth Anniversary of Paul & Rose Bíy. Ken Bíy,

Myrtle Freeman, Rose & Paul, Betty McGillis
Paul continued to work as a butcher atPayfafu during
their first year in Briksdale. He roomed in Winnipeg all
week, came home Saturday night after work and returned
to Winnipeg Sunday evening. He received $ 150 per week
for wages. Paul retired from working out at the age of 60

and decided to go into the chicken business.
In 1971 they were in egg production with 500 leg
horns. Eggs sold for 33 cents adozen locally. Five hun-

dred hens was the limit; the government wouldn't allow
anymore. They supplied some eggs to the Co-op and

Four Generatíons
Charlene Kaartinen, Rose & Paul Biy (holdíng
Ashley Kaartinen) Myrtle Freeman (holding Derek
Kaartinen. (May 1994)

the Red and White store. Jack Kehler took four - fìve
cases weekly and sold them on the Dog Creek Indian
Reserve. Later Paul, graded and hauled eggs every Monday to the Egg Station in Winnipeg. He received 70 cents

Paul and Rose continue to lead active lives. Paul's top

in the price of grain caused them
to sell off their chickens to Don McGillis in 1977. They
sold their trailer and moved back to Winnipeg where
they were closer to the doctor for appointments.

priority is the opening of fishing season and their trailer
at the lake, come summer. Rose is kept busy visiting
neighbors and writing to the family. They both delight
in visits from their family and six great-grandchildren.

a dozen. The increase
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BLUE FAMILY
John & Agnes Blue
John Henry Fraser Blue's mother was Cathryn McCown,
born December 19, 1824 in Elgeshile Scotland. She came
to Canada with her brother, Duncan McCown around
1840 to visit cousins, the McNinders. It was there she
met and married Malcolm Blue whose family had come
to Canada sometime before.
Agnes Sarah Smith, born in 1866 was the daughter of
Donald Smith. He was born on the Isle of Islay, Naftha
Scotland. He came to Canada in 1822 settling in Little
Mettice, PQ
John Blue and Agnes Smith were both born and raised
in Little Mettice, PQand were of Scottish descent. They
were marriedJuly 1, 1885. He was24 years old and she
was 19 years old. They lived in Quebec for another year
and their first son, Malcolm Donald, (named after both
of his grandfathers) was bornJune 1, 1886.

They left Quebec to become pioneers at a place called
Scotch Bay. They arrived in October 1886 and settled
along the shores of Lake Manitoba on Fr. SE-10-2I-7W
on 120 acres. It was part of a quarter along the lake shore.
They received ownership of this land in 1891.John and
Agnes lived in a tent whileJohn built their first house of
sod, complete with hard pan (clay) floors. Note: To the
best of our knowledge the fìrst person to settle in Scotch
Bay wasJohn Blue.John's brother, Neil, either accom-

George with hís parents Agnes & John Blue Sr.

The first school in what is now the municipality of
Eriksdale was built in Scotch Bay in 1900. Its walls were
made of poplar logs from a nearby bush. It is said that
the logs were hewn byJohn Blue. He was an expertwith
the huge broad axe . He would stretch a string from one

panied him or came soon afterwards and settled nearby,
on Fr.

NW l0-21:/W in approximately

1888.

end of a log to the other end to be squared. As he hewed

John Blue fished on Lake Manitoba. He made his own
floats for fishing by tying a flat board to the nets. They
were later called half-breed floats. Later, he made round
ones and tarred them. He also made sinkers from ce-

with his axe, the log split from end to end, but the string
remained in one piece.
John also made wood shingles, a trade he learned
while in Quebec. In 1913 he built a lumber house, the
first in Scotch Bay. He sawed the lumber at George
Lundy's, as he had a sawmill. This house was well built
with an upstairs in it. Ithad beautiful wood wainscotting
and elaborate trim around the doors, windows and floor

ment.

John hewed logs to build a log house. He dove-tailed
the logs for the corners of his house. He was handy with
an adzandhad the knack of making corners for log buildings, Note: An adz is a
tool somewhat like an axe used for shap-

boards.

ing heavy timbers. The blade is set

They milked a few cows and shippcd crcam by way

across the end of the handle and curves

of the coloni,zl.tionroadto the canal atthe Rob Miller fa¡m.

inward. Later, his sonJohn was known
to do this dove-tailing; also one of his neighbors' sons,
George Watson did this.JohnJr. and George W did the

The boats took it from there. ForJohn and Agnes life
must have been a struggle. No electricity for lights or for
washing clothes. Clothes were washed on a wash board.
Water had to be hauled in and heated on a wood stove,

corners of the Price home.
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His last years were spent with relatives in Winnipeg
and fìnally at a nursing home. He is buried in Brookside

not to mention all the bread to be baked. No wonder
several of their sons would know how to darn socks and
bake bread better than some women of today.
For entertainment, they had Christmas tree parties
and dances in their homes. A Presbyterian minister held
church services once a month in their home. Agnes

Cemetery near friends and relatives.
Next to be born was Peter William on February 9,
1895. He grew up on the farm and joined the service in

WWL After his return from the army he married

John had

a store

in his house from which he sold many

needed supplies. They were very hospitable people and
took people into their homes for food and shelter. William

and Alexandrina Penny with their three girls; Vcky,
Polly, and Rene spent their first winter at John and
Agnes', 'til they got established in the spring of 1907.
John cleared some land by hand and they planted
some grain. Agnes cut the grain with a scythe and tied
the grain in bundles. Threshing was done with a tread
power machine with three oxen. Later, a whirly-burly
machine with three horses was used until the International stationary engine came into use.
Their first son, Malcolm Donald (Mack), 1886-1977.

Mack married Margaret

Maclennan in

a

neighbor's daughter, Margaret Ashby. They too resided
in Scotch Bay for a number of years then they moved
out around Fortier, MB. In later years they returned to
Scotch bay until his demise from cancer. They are both
buried in Scotch Bay All Saints Cemetery. (See Peter).
Following, came Charles Hugh, the sixth son, born
June22,1897. He stayed on the farm and fìshed. He was
the musical son of the family, playing the violin. He

played the organ.

married Elizabeth Monkman and they resided for a
number of years near Deerhorn. As their family of four
sons: Wilfred, Ernie, Clifford and Gordon, and one
daughter, Doris, grew, they moved back to settle in
Scotch Bay. To this day they have one son Wilfred and
grandson Bradley who still live there. Hugh passed away

in 1982 andLizzie in 1994, and they are both buried in
Scotch Bay All Saints Cemetery.
On November 15, 1899 came the first and only girl

1910. (See

Malcolm).
Shortly afterJohn and Agnes settled, another son was

for Agnes andJohn Blue. She was Florence Katherine
Isabel. She grew up on the farm, helping her mother
with all the needy chores, especially cooking and washing for all those brothers. She married Cecil Victor Price,
November 20, 1920 shortly after she turned 21. They
had six children: Florence, Gladys, Lillian, Victor, Evans

born, Neil Alexander, March 11, 1888, deceased February 29,1952, age 64 from cancer. Neil was a quiet, kind
man. He lived on the original homestead ofJohn Blue.
He loved his horses. He had polio as a child and never
married. Neil is buried in Lily Bay Cemetery.
The next son born wasJohn Archibald on October 5,
1890, deceased March 11, 1969 in Deer Lodge Hospital
for veterans. John served overseas during WWI. He
owned and operated a store in Scotch Bay, In his seventies he married Margaret Spence and lived in Eriksdale.
He is buried in a military plot in Brookside Cemetery.
The fourth son born was Fredrick (Fred) Duncan on
January 4, 1893, deceased December 13, 1979, age 86
years, from skin cancer. He worked at home, fished in
the winter and remained a bachelor. Later he became a
fish buyer, purchasing from local fishermen and selling
to a fish company. He freighted from Scotch Bay to Oak
Point by oxen and later by horses and sleigh. He owned
a farm where he lived until he retired to Briksdale. He
baked his own bread and grew a good garden. He would
think nothing of walking twenty miles to help out a

and George. (See Cecil Price). She and her husband Cecil
are buried at Brookside Cemetery in Winnipeg, also one

daughter, two sons and two grandchildren.
Next to Florence came their seventh and last son,
Ç

neighbor. For many years he and his brothers used to go
out west during the harvest season, stooking and pitching sheaves. This was before all the modern machinery
was developed. Fred's homestead was NW 2I-21:7W.

f!,

r

The John Blue Sr. famíly
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at their farm

Big Ernie Blu¿ as the clan called him, was an Uncle of

George Ernest, born December 13, 1902, who was also
raised on the farm. He fished and went out to work at

Mack Blue. He owned a quarter section of land at Steep
Bank east of Eriksdale. Later those Blues moved to
Tyndall, MB.

harvest time. He married a Scotch Bay school teacher,
Kathleen Andrews from Oakbank. They had no family.
They are both deceased, buried in Brookside, Section
30.

Quote from Florence Price, daughter of Florence
(Blue) Price, "I never knew my grandfather, and I was
just 13 when Grandma, Agnes Blue, left us October 4,
1935. She caught the flu while visiting her sister Mary
(Neil) Blue who was married to GrandpaJohn's cousin,
a stone mason in Tyndall, MB. They brought her body
back to Eriksdale on the CNR train. Her son Neil rode
in the box car with her, She was buried beside her husband in the Lily Bay United (Presbyterian) Cemetery on

Malcolm & Margaret Blue

Broadway near PR #'4L9."

Malcolm Blue was born at Little Metis, PQJune 1, 1886.
He came to Scotch Bay with his parentsJohn and Agnes
Blue in October 1886. They lived in a tent in October
until his father could build a log house. In the years that

GrandpaJohn Blue passed away on April 14' 1918.
He died while his two sons,John and Peter, were overseas. Some time elapsed before they knew of their father's death. He was only 57, the victim of cancer, which
also took a number of his sons and his only daughter'
Although the old homestead belongs to someone else
now there are still a number of their kin living in and

followed six brothers; Pete, John, Neil, Frerl, George,
Hugh and one sister, Florence, were born.
Malcolm D. Blue homsteaded on NE 10-21-7W In
1910 Malcolm (Mack) married Margaret Maclennan'
The Maclennans came to the Macross area in 1903.

around Scotch Bay and Eriksdale. At one time there were
so many Blues living in the Scotch Bay area it was nick-

Mack and Margaret had ten children. Bffie and Sandy

named Blueaille.

died as children from pneumonia. One son, Malcolm,
drowned in LaI<e Manitoba while riding his bicycle to
Dog Town to Sturgess store to buy fish mitts, November
17, 1937. (See Fishing).

The other seven children are:
Wilbert, aretired carpenter atSandyHook. He served
in WWII.
Margaret married Bob Phillips of Toronto. They have
one daughter, Connie, who marriedJohn Smith. They
have two boys,John Robert and Randy Scott.
May marriedJim Havard, Eriksdale. They have five
children:

Bob married Connie. Their two children

Back I to r: Lizzie Taylor, Lorne & Douglas Blue,
Flossíe Price. Front I to r: John Jr. & Pete Blue

are Jason

and Laurie.

Allen married Elda. They are both teachers at Ebb
and Flow. Their two children are; Thoy andJasmin.
Lornama¡ried Raymond Richaud of Deerhorn. They
lived at St. Laurent. Raymond passed away in 1995. They
have three children: Michael;Jamie and son Ryan;
Michelle married Scott Hamblin of Winnipeg. Michelle

Just for the Record: President Ronald Reagan (USA)
was tracing his origin. He found his maternal grandfather Thomas Wilson, son ofJohn Wilson from Paisley,
near Glasgow, Scotland and Jane Blue from Kintyre,
Scotland were married.John andJane were farmers in
Fairhaven, Illinois USA and were relatives of the Blue

and Scott have one son,Jared.

Doreen married Boyd Gumbrill of Eriksdale.

clan here.
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Arnold married Dorothy Todd from Starbuck.
Dorothy taught school for 31 years in and around Eriksdale. Arnold farmed and was a school bus driver for 31
years. They are both retired and living on NE 35-21-

Heather lives at home and works in the hospital.
Jim Havard passed away inJune 1991 and is buried
in Eriksdale Cemetery.

7W, the same quarter that George Havard homesteaded.

They have two children; Barbara and her daughter,
Jennifer. Allen married Barbara and they have three children; Shaun, Greg, andJessica. They live at St. Annes.

Robert married Phyllis. They have three sons and a
daughter; Kenneth, Wayne, Brian and daughter, Sheila,
Wayne married Coral Bergthorson from Lundar. They
have two children, Tyler and Dakota.

The Havard Family ('1981)

Connie, Bob, May, Boyd & Doreen Gumbríll,
Heather, Jim, Michael Richaud, Lorna & Raymond
Richaud, Margaret Blue, Allen & Elda, Jasmíne.
Míchelle Richaud, Loi-Ann, Jason, Jamíe Ríchaud,
Troy

Winnie married Charles Thompson of Winnipeg.
They have one daughter, Shirley, who married Frank
Bird of Tianscona. They have a daughter, Carolyn and
a son, Chris. Carolyn married Randy and they have a
son, Nicholas. Chris is single at present (1995).
Stanley married Frieda of Winnipeg, One son, Sandy

Robert, Kenny, Sheila.
Phyllis, Margaret.
Brian & Wayne Blue

married Lynn. They have three children; Colin, Margaret
andJenny.

The name Blue was formerly Gorham. Many family
members changed it to Blue because of the Gaelic Blue
Tartan belonging to the clan of Mack's late ancestors.
Mack passed away on February 16,1977 and is buried in
the Lily Bay Cemetery. Margaret passed away on February26,1987 and is buried in the Chapel Lawn in Winnipeg.

Peter & Margurite Blue
Peter Blue was born in Scotch Bay

in

1895, son ofJohn

and Agnes Blue. Margurite Ashby was born in England
in 1901, daughter of Harry and Francis Ashby. At 12 years

Barb & Allan, Dorothy & Arnold, Jennifer, Barb
Jessíca, Greg, Shawn Blue

of age, Margurite (Maggie) sailed to Canada with her
parents and family to settle in the Scotch Bay district.
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and he travelled from place to place interviewing families. At night they would set up their tent and make
bannock and heat their food over the campfire. Soon
after, they moved to the Helendale area where Lizzie
$ew up and lived on a farm five miles west of Deerhorn,

During their time at Helendale, Hughie worked for
Davey Bonnet moving horses and cattle. Often Lizzie
and some of the children would go with Hughie via horse
and buggy camping along the way.

Their children were taught by the same teacher as
Lizziehad been taught, Bd McSkelly. Lizzie said that he
was a very encouraging teacher and he always bought
them Christmas presents. Lizzie got a sweater one year.
In the 1940's they returned to Scotch Bay where they
resided at the old Blue place at the lake. They later lived
at the old Price homestead. During WWII they looked
after UncleJohn's store for awhile and then moved back
to their lake home.
In the 1950's they moved to a permanent home in
Scotch Bay and resided there until shortly before

Peter & Marguríte Blue
When Peter Blue returned home from WWI, he married Maggie Ashby November 25, 1920 at Lundar. Together they had eight children: Ethel (rleceased at ap-

Hughie's death on December 6, 1982. GrømmaasLizzie
was fondly known, moved to Eriksdale and resided at

proximately 3 months), Ruth (Winnipeg), Lorne
(Brantford, ON), Norman (killed in action at age 19 in
WWII ), Peter (Stonewall),John (killed in an industrial
accident in 1970 at age of 4l), Raymond (Winnipeg),

the Eriksdale Leisure Lodge until she passed away March

3, 1994.

Hughie spent his early years fishing on Lake Manitoba. During WWI he was a Private for a short time in
the Manitoba regimentbut never went overseas. He was
retired from the army inJanuary 15, 1919, as the army
had been demobilized. After Hughie married he also
worked as a farm hand, harvesting grain in Saskatchewan and southern Manitoba, and doing various jobs

Rodney (Stonewall).
Our father was a fisherman and a worker of various
trades. With the depression came hard times. My father
was forced to move from Scotch Bay with his wife and
three small children: Ruth, Lorne and Norman, to fìnd
work to supporthis family. We lived in various rural communities and Winnipeg. Due to ill health, our father retired back in Scotch Bay with mother and the youngest

such as working on building #6 Highway and hauling

and selling wood. Hughie and brother George worked
together fishing, putting up hay for their farms and grading the back roads. Hughie worked for a few years for
Nathan Finkle haying and cultivating land. Hughie loved
horses and as a young man often raced them.
In his late 1950's Hughie was in the sanitarium for a
lengthy stay but kept occupied by making crafts for his
family and for sale. Many people will remember him for
his beautiful sponge flowers, dolls, purses, and plastic
salt and pepper shakers, rings, and earrings.
Hughie loved music and datrces. He played the fìddle on Saturday nights in the old hall at Scotch Bay. When
he wasn't playing, he acted as floor manager of the dances
and also called for square dances.
Hughie was best known for his strong opinions and

two children, Raymond and Rodney.
Peter Blue died in 1959 at age64. Margurite Blue died
in 1967 at age 66. They are buried together in Scotch
Bay All Saints Cemetery in peace with relatives and
friends.

Hugh & Elizabeth Blue
Charles Hughie Fraser Blue (June 22, 1897) and Elizabeth Mary Monkman (September 2, 1908) were married
on February 17, 1924. Hughie and Elizabeth fìrst lived
briefly in Scotch Bay where Hughie's parents were, by
the lake. Lizzieremembered getting a cow and calf from
her father as a wedding present and tying them behind
their horse and buggy and travelling to Scotch Bay. Soon
Hughie started taking the census of the area, andLizzie

generosity. The two went hand
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in hand. He could

be

giving you a fiery dressing down if your political opinion didn't match his, but at the same time he would be
inviting you to stay for tea, which usually comprised of

some, too. Lizzie loved the outdoors and spent a great

deal of time hunting partridges and rabbits to put food
on the table for her family.
Lizzie always had time for her grandchildren. On the
weekends her house was full with her sons'families from
tJae city. One of the city grandchildren Debbie Chabot,
who spent most of her summer holidays and weekends
in Scotch Bay at her grandparents', had this to say about
her Gramma on her 80th birthday. "Some of the things
that I can remember doing on the farm that Gramma
taught me, were: how to sta¡t a wood stove, how to pluck
a chicken, goose or duck, how to skin a rabbit or partridge, how to milk a cow or feed the animals, pick and
clean berries and even pick frogs to sell. Then in the
spring we would go to the creek and catch a bunch of
suckers and bring them home, never ever thinking that
maÈe Gramma didn't want to clean them. But I can
never, ever remember Gramma saying, ttl'm too tired to
do this or that." She always did it a¡rd never complained.
One of the gifts Lizzie had was to make a fantastic
meal out of very little. Gramma was a great cook and
was still Çing to prepare meals before her passing. Her
love of people and great sense of generosity and humour
has touched all who have met her.
Hugh and Elizabeth's five children:
Wilfred Blue (December t, 1926) is married to Helen
(nee Wilson). They farm in Scotch Bay and have three

Lizzie's homemade soup, stewed partridges, mouth watering bread, headcheese or saskatoon pie.

Elizabeth & Hughie Blue - SOth Anniversary
Hughie was one of the few people who had no desire
for material things and who had actually been seen giving the shirt off his back to someone who either admired
it or who he felt needed it. His devotion to his family
and friends were evident in the small, daily things in life
that were important. For example, for the first 50 years
that Lizzie and Hughie were married, each morning
Hughie served Lizzie tea and toast in bed.
Before Lizzie went to school she used to speak French
and Saulteaux to her mother who knew very little English. Lizzie spoke about having blankets made of rabbit
skins. The skins were cut in curricular strips and somehow woven together. She remembered her mother smoking meat in a smoke house made of willows. The meat
would be dried and often pounded into pemmican for
easy storage. She remembers taking some on an overnight berry picking trip and staying in a tent at Swan
Creek near Lundar.

children; Twylla, Glenda and Bradley. (See Wilfred and
Helen ).

Doris (fune L7, L923) farmed with her former husbandJohn Penny in Scotch Bay until 1964. She did vari
ous jobs cooking in Eriksdale, Limestone, BC, SK, ON
and NWT She retired from cooking for the CNR in 1985.
She has five children from her marriage toJohn Penny:
Ronald,Jacqueline Isfeld, Cameron, Vernon, and Cindy.
Doris Tysoski married Tony Tysoski in 1985. They
lived in Sioux Lookout, Woodridge and retired in Winnipeg.
Ernie Blue (February 21, 1930) was married in 1953
to Audrey (nee Lucas). Ernie began his employment fishing on Lake Manitoba near his home in Scotch Bay.
When he was 19 he moved to Winnipeg and hauled coal.
He worked most of his life in the parts department for
Ford companies such as National Motors, Gilhorn Motors, Consolidated Motors, and Parkside Ford. In 196978 Ernie managed the Inventory and Tiansportation

During the 1950's Lizzie and Hughie moved into a
new white-washed log cabin across from the homes of
their children, Doris and Wilfred in Scotch Bay. As
Hughie was often sick and spent a lengthy time in the
hospital and in recuperation,Lizzie had to work hard to
make a living. She milked cows, cleaned the barns,
tended her garden and picked berries. She helped Un-

Department for Comstock. His

job took him

across

Canada helping to set up job sites in Montreal, NF, and

cle George Blue put up hay so that her cows could have
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Quebec City. He then returned to the Ford Companies,
first managing the parts department at Keystone Motors
and then again at Pa¡kside 2000 from where he retired
in 1994. In 1969-93 Ernie bought his parent's land at
Scotch Bay and ran it as a hobby harm.
Ernie and Audrey were very close to their Uncle
George and Kathleen who lived in Scotch Bay all their
life until George took ill in 1970. They moved to Winni-

worked for Move and Storage and then for Blue Bird
Cartage. For the last 23 years he has worked as a foreman for Flier Industries building buses. His job has taken

peg and lived with Ernie and Audrey until George and
Kathleen bought their own home three doors away on
Reitta strcct in Winnipcg.
Audrey worked for Federal Lunch as a waitress before her children were born. Since 19Bl Audrey has been

for Esdale Printers.

him on many international training courses to such places
as The Netherlands and California. Gordon and Shirley
have three children:
Joanne and Tony Van Dinther live in Winnipeg and
have three children; Anta, Tyler and Alana. Tony works
Jeff and Beverly Blue live in Winnipeg and have two
children, Keith and Cory.Jeffworks forBeaver Construction and Beverly works for Fargo Real Estate.
Gregory Blue lives in Winnipeg.
Lizzie Blue's (Monkman) Parents:

working at P& H Foods.
Ernie and Audrey have four daughters:
Debbie and Wilfred Chabot run a store and post office in Marchand, MB and have three children;Jason,
Kellie, and Amanda.
Karen and Barry Chartrand live at Oakbank, MB and

Lizzie's parents were Peter and Cecelia Monkman.
in 1873, his wife
Cecelia (Lavallee) in St. Laurent in 1880. They were
married in 1905 and for awhile lived in Rabbit PointMinnewakan district where Pete fished, trapped and
worked as a guide for railroad surveyors in the Interlake
district, He homcstcadcd SE 6-21-5 in the early 1900's
but due to high water flooding the family moved to NE
31-2-5W. His mother (Marie) also homesteaded in the
area. They lived there until Cecelia died in 1937 and
Pete in 1952. They were both buried in the Minnewakan
Cemetery. Pete and Cecilia raised a family of nine chilPeter Monkman was born in Oak Point

have three children; Christopher, Tära and Katie. Karen

works for the Metis Federation in Winnipeg and Barry is
employed with CN.
Lynn and Les Kauppila live at Elie MB and have four
children: Richard, Landon,Jena and Lara. Llmn works
for the municipal office in Elie and Les works for Regal
Bedding in Winnipeg.
Patty and Guy Lepine live in Winnipeg and have three
children; Kayla, Regan and Brady. Guy works for CN.
Clifford Blue (September 20, 1932) lives in Winnipeg.
Clifford's employrnent started by hauling coal in Winnipeg. He worked as a catoperator and ran equipment for
snow removal for Stapleton for over 15 years. Clifford
continues to be a cat operator for Täillieu Construction.
He was married to Louise (nee Ducharme) and they have
five children:
Garry and Lorraine live at Woodlands and have four
children. Garry works for the highway Department and
Lorraine is a supervisor at Salisbury House.
Rick lives with his son, Tyler, in his grandparents' old

dren who all attended Helendale School:
Emma married Gustaf Kallstrom of Deerhorn.
Elizabeth married Hugh Blue of Scotch Bay.
Jeanne marriedJack Kirby and lived in Lundar.
Samual lives on the family farm.
Mary marriedJames Buckler.
Eva married William Kirby.

Louis married Gail Brown and lived on the old
Monkman homestead.
Lawrence married Grace Kirby and lived on NW 220-5W.

Margaret marriedJoseph Parent and lived in WinniPeg'

house at Scotch Bay.

Wilfred & Helen Blue

Donna and Earl O'Neil live in Wingham, ON and
have three children;Jenny, Owen and Erin.

Wilfred is the oldest son of Hugh and Blizabeth
(Monkman) .Blue, born l)ecember 1, 1926. Wilfred attended Helendale School.
I, Helen Wilson, am the youngest daughter of Walter
and Alice Wilson, born September 29, 1920. I went to
Hartfield School,later worked in Winnipeg at the Royal

Kenny lives in Winnipeg and works for Sundale Eggs.

Rhonda andJeff Wood live in Edmonton, AB and
have one child, Lucas. Rhonda works for IGA andJeff
works for Domtar.
Gordon Blue (October 14, 1935) is married to Shirley
(nee Thompson) and lives in Transcona. Gordon first

Alex Hotel, and also graded eggs for the Co-op. I re280

mained on the home farm when brotherJim was over-

We bought our first new truck, a three-quarter ton Chevy,

seas.

in

Wilfred and I were married November 13, 1948, in
the Eriksdale Anglican Church, which is now the museum building. We were the last couple to be ma¡ried in
this church.

We milked cows by hand from the very first of our
farming until much later when we bought a Surge milking machine. By then we were milking thirty cows and
selling cream on a quota basis. We sold our quota and
milk cows in 1989 and now have a beef herd.
We also drove a cream truck, gathering the cream from
Scotch Bay, Macross, Deerhorn,Lily Bay, and Clydebank and delivered it to the Eriksdale Creamery. The
creamery has changed hands over the years: from R,

''"

"?''4

1951, for eleven hunilred and seventy dollars.

Casselman, Gibbings, McFadyen and last by Kent
Bjorson. How we remember lifting those five and eight
gallon cream cans!

Betty Berg (bridesmaid), Helen & Wilfred Blue,
Ernie Blue (bestman)

Brad, Glenda, Twylla, Helen & Wilfred Blue

Our three children were born in the E.M. Crowe
We moved into a small house on SW 23-21-7W. We
were the first people to live on this quarter, and this is
where we are today. We have since built a new home.

Hospital and delivered by Dr. Paulson of Lundar.
L Twylla, our oldest daughter, was bornJanuary 10,
1950. She went to the Scotch Bay School and later, when
the schools were consolidated, to Eriksdale by bus. In

We started out farming with ten head of cattle and four
horses. Wilfred fished in the winter and broke land for

1969 she met and married Randy Caudill from

the neighbors in the summer with an old steel wheeled
tractor, a 1530 McCormick Deering.
About this time (1958-1959) frogs were being picked.

Springfield, Ohio, USA. Randy was born in Chushing,
Oklahoma. He was employed by the Versatile Machine

clean. They were kept in bags, about twenty-five pounds

Company in Winnipeg. They have three daughters,
Twylla went back to school when the youngest was four
years old, and went to teacher's college for four years,
obtaining her Bachelor of Education. She is teaching
grade four at a special aboriginal school, Niji Mahkwa,

per bag. The bags had to be soaked with water. It was
Helen's job to haul the water from the pump to the frogs.
This would last about two months. We delivered and
sold the frogs to Keystone Fisheries in Winnipeg.
We built a big garage where Wilfred repaired cars,
trucks, and tractors, and also bought and sold vehicles.

in Winnipeg School Division No. 1. This school has been
in operation for three years, and besides the regular
classes, Twylla teaches native culture. She continues with
her art work and does mostly portraits.
Their daughter, Tiacy Ann, was born October 4, 1970.
She finished school and has taken up hairdressing. Tiacy

They were very plentiful around Lake Manitoba. We
picked frogs and also bought them from other pickers.
This involved a lot of work to keep them alive, cold and
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Winnipeg, and Glenda Hill (Garry) also of Winnipeg.
Scotch Bay School closed its doors the year before
Brad would have started. Consequently, he obtained all
his schooling in Eriksdale. After graduating from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1979, he worked at various construc-

andJim live in Winnipeg. Their daughter,Jessica, was
born November 7,1992. She is Helen and Wilfred's first
great-grandchild.
Carla was born November 5, 1972. She works with
computers out of her home.
Tanya was born April 19, 1t74. Tunya is with hcr
friend, Peter, ancl they have a daughter, Twylla Darlene,

born April20,

tion jobs around the province.

In

1983 he attended Red

River Community College and completed one year of
Business Administration. Following this he spent four
years working at the Whiteshell Fish Hatchery, a very
interesting but far-away position. The birth of his son in

1995.

2. Glenda Maxine was born May 30, 1954. She mar-

ried Garry Hill, son of Robert and Elsie (Brown) Hill.
Garry was born October 6, 1953. They have two children, DarrylJames, born May 21, 1981, and Michele
Allison, bornJanuary 10, 1983. Garry is employed at
Leo Sales and Service. Glenda is working at Crafts

1987 brought him home for good. He learned a lot about

the carpentry trade during the next seven years as he

worked with Allan Rushforth. In 1994 Brad finally
plunged into his life-long dream, his own cow-calf operation.

Canada.

A Century Farm Award has been applied for the farm
of Wilfred and Helen Blue. The Century 97 acres was
homesteaded by Neil Blue in 1888, NW10-21-7, along
Lake Manitoba. He received patent for it in 1893. This
land was fa¡med by George and Kathleen Blue until 1943.
It has been a part of Wilfred & Helen Blue's farm to date

Heather Lynn Hagyard is the oldest daughter of
Mervin Milton Hagyard (LaRiviere) and Olina Agnes
Jfo),Stadfeld (Fisher Branch). She was born on September 10, 1959 in Winnipeg and has three younger sisters:
Carol Kozak (Ray) of Morden; Kim Morrow (Tievor) of
Pilot Mound, and Karin, presently in Miami, Florida.
Heather attended school in Winnipeg until 1976 when

(1ee6).

her family moved to LaRiviere to take over her grandfa-

3. Bradley

Wilfred

(See Brad and Heather).

l

ther's local store. She graduated from Nellie McClung
Collegiate in Manitou in 1977 and then went on to earn
a Bachelor of Education degree from Brandon lJniversity in 1981. Teaching positions were few and far between
in those days, and Heather was fortunate to acquire a
job in Lundar in the fall of 1981, She taught grade six for
four years and then switched to high school math in 1985.
Heather and Brad met at a dance in Ashern inJanuary of 1982. Theywere married onJuly26, 1986 in Lundar and built their home on NE 21-14-7W (Eriksdale) in
that same year. They have been blessed with three children: Barrett Wilson, born onJuly 3, 1987 in Eriksdale;
Kelsey Dawn, born on February 8, 1990 in Morden; and
Katelyn Breanna, born on January 4, 1993, also in
Morden. Breanna was the New Year's Baby in Morden

for 1993.
At the time of this publication, we are busy trying to
establish our family farm. Brad devotes almost every
waking hour to the farm and Heather is still teaching
full-time math in Lundar (along with learning what be-

Carla, Tracy, Tanya, Wildred Blue.
Darryl, Michele, Helen holdíng Barrett Blue.

Bradley & Heather Blue

farm-wife is all about!) Barrett enjoys hockey, skating, swimming, and anything with a motor! He would
like to be a truck driver or a farmer when he grows uP.
Kelsey is involved with gymnastics, highland dance, skating, and swimming. She would like to be a vet, and a
ing

Bradley Wilfred Blue is the youngest child of Wilfred
Allen Blue (Scotch Bay) and Helen Sarah Wilson
(Hardield district). He was born on May 20, 1961 in Eriksdale and has two older sisters; Twylla Caudill (Randy) of
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a

nurse, and a mom. Breanna just keeps us all busy being
a typically active almost-three-year-old!

peg on September 8, 1927.

A dull moment

Theymoved to Eriksdale sometime in the early 1930's

is not to be had in our home! October 1995

to the quarter section that is presently occupied by Everet

and Margaret Sidwall. Sidwalls still live in the same house
although it has seen many changes through the years.

BOBIER FAMILY

They left Eriksdale in 193,5 and returned to Newbury.
They are both deceased.

John & Louisa Bobier
John was my great-great-grandfather, and was born in
Ireland in 1804, and came to Canada with his brother
Gregory. We do not know the date of their arrival. They
worked as surveyors, in an eastern township, near Montreal, PQ. In 1825 they bought land just north of the
town of Florence, ON.
John married Louisa Rouse, born 1824. They had two
sons, Richard Leslie born 1843, andJohn.John Bobier
Sr. died in L844, and his wife Louisa died in 1853.

Richard & Ruth Bobier
Richard Leslie was my great-grandfather, born 1843, and
raised in Florence of Lampton County, ON. He married

Ruth Holling

in

1865. She was born 1843, in Leicester

County, England, and came to Canada with her family

in

18.50.

Richard was the sheriff of Lampton County for over
fifty years, also operated a livery and stagecoach busi
ness, and he also had his father's farm in Euphemia and
Dawn townships.
Richard and Ruth had eight children. The seventh
born was my grandfather, Frederick Holling Bobier.
Richard Leslie Bobier died 1925, his wife Ruth died
t929.

Frederick & Mary Bobier
Frederick (Fred) Holling Bobierwas born October

Fred, Mary & Ríchard Bobíer (about

l9'll)

10,

1883 and raised in Florence, ON. His wife Mary Stock-

Richard ma¡ried Linnea H¿ìmmar in May of 1935 and

ing was born on September 2, 1889 near Newbury, ON.
Fred and Mary were married on March 24, L909 at
Florence. Shortly thereafter they moved to a homestead
at Mount Green, SK (now known as lbrquay.) Their two
older sons were born there: Richard Stephen on September 17, 1910 and George Frederick on April B, 1916.
Fred later moved his family to Argyle, MB and they
both worked there on a large ranch. Fred ran the ranch

they had six children. They remained at Eriksdale

with other hired men and Mary cooked and ran the
house. They later moved to Winnipeg where Fred

Lorne married Helen and they have one son. Helen
has passed away and Lorne and his son are living in
Orlando, Florida.

worked out

throughout their lives except for periods of working away.
Richard and Linnea are both deceased. (See Richard &
Linnea).
George married Laura and they have a son and a
daughter. They have spent most of their years in and
around the Detroit, Michigan a¡ea where they still reside.

as a carpenter.

Their third son, Lorne Harvey, was born in Winni
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sons: Shaun, Arron, and Tyler. They live at Faulkner MB.

Joanne married Siegfried Engelberg and they have
seven children: Claudette, Laure Lee, Richard, Heidi,
Franz, Leslie, and Bobbi-Jo. Joanne lives in Eriksdale.
(See Siegfried Engelberg).
Earl married Lynne Taylor and they have two sons,
Clinton and Christopher. They live in Winnipeg.

Richard & Linnea Bobier
Richard Stephen Bobier was born an September 17, 1910
at Mount Green (Torquay), SK. His wife was born Linnea
Hammar on December 16, 1910. They were married in

Winnipeg in May of 1935.
They took over Richard's father's farm, half mile east
of Nord School and farmed there until 1944. The farm
was then sold to Bverett Sidwall and the family was then
moved to another quarter - NE 20-22-6W. This farm was
previously owned by Hans Aune. We lived in the same
house which he built a¡ound 1911 of logs. As the years
passed and the family and the herd of cattle grew, several other fa¡ms were bought. Earl now owns the farm
and still uses the house.(Note: This land has now been
sold toJack Hogue). Richard worked in Winnipeg at different times to supplement our income in later years.
Linnea also worked out as a cook in diamond drilling
camps of Griffith Bros. Drilling.

Clinton, Russel, Earl, Myrtle, Lorna &
Joanne Bobier

BOSS

Nicholas & Elsie
Nicholas(Nicþ Boss was born December,I92I,in Sandy
Lake, MB to Sam and Kathleen (Prokopchuk) Boss. Sam
immigrated to Canada in 1910, at the age of 14 years,

Russel, Lorna,Clinton, Myrtle, Earl,

Joanne & Linnea Bobíer

with his father, Constantine, from Kudrynce, Borszczow;

in what was then known as Galicia. His naturalization
certificate states his nationality as Austrian, but he is of
Ukrainian decent. Kathleen was born in Sandy Lake,
MB in 1899, to Mary Millenchuk andJohn Prokopchuk.
Sam and Kathleen farmed in the Sandy Lake area and
had a family of nine children. Nick was their third child.
When it was time for Nick to go to school, he and his

They had six children:
Myrtle married Pierre Ethier and had eight children:
Brian, Theresa, Lorna, Jeanette (deceased), Colette,
Marcel, Carla, and Mervin. Myrtle is remarried toJerry
Haldorson and resides in Duncan, BC.
Clinton married Marilyn Leckie and they have two

daughters: Laurie and Kristin. They live in Port

brother,John, moved to their grandmother Prokopchuk's
to attend school in the town of Sandy Lake. The teacher
was English; and they didn't know one word of English.
He told us of how he used to sit with other Ukrainian
children behind the school pretending to speak English
by babbling away. This arrangement lasted for a few

Coquitlam, BC.

Lorna married Albert Moman and they have three
children: Alberta, Noblee and Dallas. They farm two
miles west of Erikdsale. (See Albert Moman).
Russel married Lorraine Baker and they have three
284

years, about the extent of his formal education.

I, Elsie Annie Weatherburn, was born in 1924, to Bill
and lza Weatherburn in their residence in Pineview
which, at that time was only a shanty. (See Bill

I went to Clydebank School and completed grade eight, the highest grade taught there. I was
so sad that I couldn't go to school anymore that they
allowed me to go an extra year just to satisf my longing
for education.
Weatherburn ).

n
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Nick Boss

E
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ru
Donna, Len, lla & Lorne Boss
very cold days they would stop at Grandpa Weatherburns

Elsie Boss

to warm up. Lorne and Donna learned to milk cows and

they all loved to ride horse back. A farm is a great place
to raise a family, but farming is a lot of hard work and
our machinery was all very old when we started. The
most successful farmers were those who took over their
family farms. We did everything without any electric
power. We received hydro in Clydebank, December 22,
Lg52.lt was the day of our Christmas concert. What a
thrill it was for us to drive up with the horses that night
and see the pole light at the school house and on the
way home everyone had their yard lights on - progress!
Clydebank district was very active with their Christmas concerts, baseball games, Ladies Aid Club meetings and dances and social evenings held in the school
house. Church services were held every second Sunday.
Playing cards was a big enjoyment for us in our home
and with our closest neighbors George and Evelyn Lee.
Every fall we visited Nick's parents in Sandy Lake, MB.

Nick and I met in Winnipeg in March 1944. Nick was
in the army and I was working for Honey Sickle Bakery.
We were married a"yeff later on April 14, 1945, in the
manse of the Grace United Church on Ellice Avenue in
Winnipeg. The two years we spent in Winnipeg before
and after we were married was a great time, going to
dances, the park, playing cards and visiting friends. Nick
got his discharge from the Army in March 1946, and we
came to Eriksdale to take the farm over, that my uncle
Bob Kennedy owned in the Clydebank school district.
We came to Eriksdale by train in March, expecting
our first child. Donna May was born October 13, 1946
in the Eriksdale hospital. Donna married Lorne Smith
onJune 25,1966. (See Lorne Smith). The following year
our second child, Lorne Nicholas, was born September
4, 1947. Lorne married Lynn Forsyth on November 30,
1968. (See Lorne Boss). Our third child, Leonard Allen,
was bornJanuary 18, 1949. Leonard married Gail Budge
on September 28, 1968.(See Len Boss).
Five years later on December 13, 1953 Ila Ann came
along completing our family of four. Ila married Carl
Huth inJuly of 1970. (See Ila Huth).
Nick and I farmed until 1958. We had mixed farming; milked cows, grew grain and raised a few chickens,
turkeys and pigs. Nick fished in the winter and I did the
chores. When our children started school, they had a
homemade horse-drawn cart to ride in as it was nearly a
three mile hike. In winter they used a sleigh and on the

Everyone enjoyed the ride through Riding Mountain
National Park and then through the rolling hills.
In 1955 Nick started working away from home, first
on the CNR, then up on the Dew Line. In 1958 we
moved into Eriksdale, renting different homes until we
boughtJack Knox's house on Vimy Rd. (now Hwy. #6 8E)
in 1965. Except for the three years Nick worked for the
highways in Eriksdale, he worked away on construction.

Christmas Day of 1958 was the first time I worked on
the telephone switch board for Mrs. Jeffers. I worked
there until November 1966 when we went to dial.
We were a family that enjoyed sports; curling , hockey,
285

of October had to quit work, as he had cancer, and passed

baseball, and dancing were our favorites. Nick belonged
to the Eriksdale Legion Br. 140 and I belonged to the

away December 5, 1980 two days after his birthday, in
the Eriksdale Hospital. What a loss to all of us, I worked

joined
the Legion Branch. Two of our children and many of
Ladies Legion Auxiliary and still do.

In 1994I

also

at home care for a few years and a short while for the

North Winds Restaurant until it burnt in 1981. In 1985 I
was fulced tu retire due to a life long back problem. Fortunately in Manitoba a new law had been passed, that

our grandchildren are also members of the Legion.

year in September, allowing widows to receive a full
pension at the age of sixty.
I have eleven granclchilclren ancl six great-grandchildren (four more due in 1995). It's a shame Nick never
lived to enjoy them as he had a love for children. I'm an
active member of the New Horizon Seniors Club and
enjoy my new hobby, playing bridge. I also enjoy travelling on motor trips in my car with friends and family.

Len & Gail Boss

7

Lorne, Len, Donna, Elsie & Nick,
(June 25, 1966)

Leonard Allen was bornJanuary 18, 1949 in the Eriksdale hospital, the third child of Nick and Elsie Boss. He
quit school at an early age and went to work at Deverill's
chicken farm right across the street from his ¡rarertt's
home. Later he worked in Winnipeg at Woods and
Dryden. He lived with his uncle,John Boss, and family
until he got a place of his own.
Gail Delores Budge was born February 24, 1949. She
is one of six daughters and four sons born toJohn and

lla Boss

Nick worked some winters as caretaker and ice maker
at the arena and we were all active in doing volunteer
work for our community. In 1974 we bought our first
camper and in 1975 we bought our 19 ft. trailer and sold
the camper, We enjoyed camping and living on construc-

Mary (Gabel) Budge from Dog Lake, MB.
Len and Gail were married September 28, 1968 in
the Eriksdale United Church. Len worked in Gimli for a
few years and then in Winnipeg and in 1975 his work as
a pipe insulator led him to work in Alberta and in 1976
they settled in Bruderheim. Gail has been a successful

tion sites during the summer, both in Manitoba and
Ontario. We often were met by our children and grandchildren on weekends. For the last three years we left
our trailer at The Narrows and by then we had bought a
boat- Nick's joy. It was great to go fishing and take our

Avon representative for many years and worked part time
as a store clerk in Bruderheim. In April 1995 Len and

Gail moved to Peace River, AB where Len worked for
the next five years. Gail got a good job as a receptionist
for an optometrist.
Children of Len and Gail:
Angela was bornJanuary 1969 and after graduating

grandchildren for rides. By 1978 we had our eleven grandchildren. Our grandchildren spent a lot of time with us
and they all took to fishing. They were just great times
and we met many people up there and to this day I still
enjoy their company at the Narrows.
In 1976 Nick and I went oû our first holiday alone.
We flew to Florida, rented a car and visited my dad's
L-^lL^..
uluLllEIt
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u4vE

became a day care worker. She married Stewart
Maschmeyer in April 1992. Stewa¡t is in partnership with
his fnfher on a lsrr"e mlxed farrn near Bruderheim.
Thev
.-- *----^-----'
- ---l
have two sons; Kenton born in March 1993, and
Cameron born in May 1994 and one daughter, Adrienne
born in August 1995.
Amanda was born in December 1969. She married
Andrew Pich from Tofield, AB in 1993. Amanda works
as a secretary in Edmonton and Andrew is a welder and
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two great weeks, travelling all the way down to Key West,
saw Disney World, Sea World, Bush Gardens and much

more.

In

1980 Wallace and Mary Ford, Nick and

I went

again to Florida and enjoyed another two weeks of adventures. This time we visited Verna and Ted Beckman.
In late summer of 1980 Nick took sick and by the end
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Donna & Lorne Eoss's cart for school ('1954)
Gail, Amanda, Len
Jason, Leona & Angela Boss

Derek worked for us at the hotel after graduation from
high school. Presently he is working in construction and
living in Eriksdale.
In 1992 we built our present home next door to my
parents. I am now working as an LPN at the hospital.
Lorne is operating his own vending business. We have

farmer. Their first child, Kelsey Ann was bornJanuary
24, 1996.
Leona was born in August 1973 and lives in Edmon-

ton with her parlner, Ken Jansen. They both work in
Edmonton. They have a son Austin, who was born in

started a saskatoon berry U-pick in the field behind our
home where I picked wild strawberries as a young girl.
We are enjoying time spent with our two grandchildren,
Amber and Aaron.

August 1995.
Jason, their only son was born in
lives in Bruderheim, AB.

April

1976. Jason

Lorne & Lynn Boss

BOTTRELL FAMILY

Lorne was born in Eriksdale on Septemb er 4, 1947, the
first son of Elsie and Nick Boss. He was raised and attended school in the Clydebank district until the age of
ten when they moved to town. Lynn Forsyth, the oldest
child of Art and Gladys Forsyth, born March 29, 1950 in

Godfrey Bottrell was born at Ninga, MB, April 12, 1893.
He attended Mountain City School near Morden and
later moved to Roseisle with his parents. He served overseas during WWL On returning he worked as a Rawleigh
dealer travelling with horses and he also farmed. He
married Margaret Moon in 1923. Margaret was born at
Roseisle,July 25, L903. She attended Hyde Park School
until it consolidated with Roseisle in 1911. An old photograph shows Margaret Moon and Mabel Clearwater
(Mrs.Jack Hanslip) attending Hyde Park School. Two of
their grandchildren married in Eriksdale more than sev-

Eriksdale.
Lorne and Lynn were married on November 30, 1968
in St. Erik's RC Church. Lorne worked as a construction
linesman for the first ten years of our marriage, working
in almost every province in Canada. Lynn trained as a
licensed practical nurse and worked at the Eriksdale
Hospital. We have two children, Nicole Dawn (1969) and
Derek Allan (1973).

enty-five years later! (Brian and Diane). Godfrey and
Margaret had three children: Helen born February 22,
1926, Daniel born August 6,1927 and Marion born December 23, 1931. Godfrey and Margaret moved to Eriks-

In 1978 we purchased the Eriksdale Hotel and continued working together in the hotel business in Eriksdale and Hadashville for the next fifteen years. Lorne
also contracted some tower painting, street lamp painting and pole treating during this time.
Nicole married Randy Dreger in 1988.(See Randy

dale, April 1946, with their two younger children,
Godfrey loved horses and was known for his skilled
horsemanship. Godfrey died in 1968 and Margaret in
1991. Both are buried at Eriksdale Cemetery.
Helen married Victor Goertzen in 1945. They have

Dreger).
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Chelsea Dawn, born

presently retired and live in Victoria.
Ma¡ion attended school at Roseisle, Eriksdale and
Winnipeg. She married Roy Gering of Moosehorn in
1952,later obtained her teaching degree and taught
school for many years in spite of limited vision. Marion
three children,

¿ìre

tractors.

Brian, bornJanuary t2, L958, graduated from Eriksdale CollegiateJune 1975. After graduating he worked
on the farm with his father, Brian enjoys hnnting ancl

flying. He obtained his pilot's license and for a time
owned his own plane. He also enjoyed his motorcycle
and travelled to Peterborough in 1983 with brother Ed
on their bikes, camping along the way. Brian ma¡ried
Diane, daughter of John and Shirley Hanslip, June 6,
1987. The couple have two children: Michelle Deanne,
bornJanuary 17, 1989 and Samantha Rae, born May 8,
1992. Brian and Bd purchased the family farm in 1992
and continue in the dairy business. Diane works at the

Moosehorn.

Daniel was born at Treherne, attended school at
Roseisle but left before graduation to go to work. He

farmed with his father, worked in southern Manitoba
farming and trucking and later worked for Manitoba
Telephone System starting in 1948 until 1960. Roseisle is

situated only three miles from Snow Valley and skiing
was Dan's favorite sport even before the ski resort was
developed.

Dan married Margaret, daughter of Harry and Ivy
Bennett of Clarkleigh, August 6, 1955. Margaret was born
at her parents farm September 9,1926; attended Clarkleigh School, took grades I to 11 by correspondence,
and completed grade 12 at Stonewall Collegiate. She
tatght on þermiü at Radway School for two terms, worked
on the farm and attended the Provincial Normal School
graduating in 1952. She taught school at Eriksdale,

Co-op store.
Merle, bornJune 20, 1960, graduated from Eriksdale
CollegiateJune 1979. She worked first for the Eriksdale
Hospital and has been employed by Versa Services at
the Eriksdale Personal Care Home for ten years. Merle
enjoys travelling in her free time and visited Quebec in
1980 with a 4-H group. She has also visited Victoria and
Toronto. In 1986 Merle purchased a trailer home and
lives in the Eriksdale Thailer Pa¡k.
Edward, born December 28, 1961, graduated from
Eriksdale CollegiateJune, 1979. After graduation he apprenticed with Glen's Blectric in Eriksdale and studied
at Red River Community College obtaining his electrician's license. While working with Glen they travelled
to Vancouver on their motorcycles. Ed later worked for
Reid Lindell before joining Brian in purchasing the fam-

Radway and Nyland. At Radway she was the fìrst teacher
the pupils had who held a Teacher's Certificate.

After their marriage Dan took over his father's farm
but continued to work for Manitoba Telephone System.
When Bert Duncan retired from shipping milk to the
creamery in Eriksdale, Dan began supplying milk to the
creamery, and then purchased the bottling equipment
and supplied milk to the stores in Eriksdale. They also
delivered milk house to house in Lundar for a year before purchasing a milk quota in December 1965 and began shipping fluid milk to Winnipeg. Dan had a long
involvement in the dairy business as he remembers delivering milk in a hand wagon as a child in Roseisle.
at

1988. The family live in

Winnipeg where Hal is employed bySubterranean Con-

and Roy have three children, are retirecl ancl live in

Dan and Margaret have five children, all born
dale Hospital:

April28,

ily farm. Ed married Sandra, daughter of Robert

and

Rosalind Mclntosh, June 22, 1985. Sandra graduated
from Eriksdale Collegiate onJune, 1982 and from the
Health Sciences Centre School of Nursing obtaining her
RN in 1985. Sandra nurses at the Personal Care Home
at Lundar. Ed and Sandra have three children; David
Robert, bornJuly 23, 1982,Jessica Danielle, bornJanuary 9, 1990, and Cassidy Shae, born March 3, 1995. In
addition to farming with his brother, Bd and Sandra are
developing a herd of Angus cattle.
Heather, born March 11, 1967, graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1985 and from Herzing Career College in 1986, obtaining a Legal Secretary's Certificate.
She worked in a law office in Winnipeg until April 1989,
when she moved to Kenora, ON with a girl friend as she
didn't enjoy living in Winnipeg. Heather enjoys music
and was able to attend the International Music Camp at

Eriks-

Harold (HaI), born October 1, 1956, attended school
at Eriksdale but left after completing grade ten to go to
work. He spent one summer working with a combine
crew harvesting from Texas to Manitoba and has worked
for several construction companies. For a time he owned
his own highway tractor and hauled f.or Tri-Lineto many

parts of Canada and the US. Hal married Charlene
Kohut, daughter of Ed and Evelyn Kohut of Winnipeg,
formerly of Moosehorn, onJune 18, 1983. They have
two children: Tiistan Lee, born December 31, 1984 and
288

the Peace Gardens for three summers. Heather ma¡ried

parents'farm on May 1st, 1945.John received his schooling atSirko and Sundown schools. He helped his mother
on the farm until he went away to work. He worked on
the pipe line in Alberta, Canada Packers in Winnipeg.
In the fall of 1975 he came to work for his father-in-law,
Gordon Smith in the lumber business where he is still
presently employed.John enjoys all kinds of sports but
loves to play hardball. He was a pitcher for the Sundown
team for several years. He now enjoys playrng hardball
in the Old Timer's Tournament each spring. He also
enjoys golfing with his family and friends.John loves to
work with the land. This shows in his garden and yard.
John served 10 years on the Eriksdale Recreation Board
and often gives a helping hand to other activities that
need volunteers.

Gary, son of Frank and Dulcie Richards of Kenora,July
3, 1993. The couple live in Kenora where Gary is employed at the Boise Cascade Paper Mill and Heather at
Fashion Fabrics. They enjoy fishing, snowmobiling and
especially their two dogs.

Carole Smith is the third child of Gordon and the late
Claire Smith of Eriksdale. She was born at the Eriksdale
Hospital onJuly 13, 1948. She graduated from Grade 12
at Eriksdale School. While at school, she played sports
and was the student council treasurer. She played all the
music for the drama nights which were performed under the direction of teachers, Ken Halldorson and Hal
Sveistrup. Carole also studied piano with Mrs. Barbara
Johnstone - wife of the United Church minister Rev. Ron
Johnstone. She later took lessons from Mrs. Erickson at
Ashern and then travelled every Saturday to Winnipeg
by bus for several years for piano lessons. She received
her grade ten standing in music. Carole also belonged
to figure skating, the 4-H Clovers and theJunior Choir.

Gary & Heather, Ed & Sandy, Charlene & Hal,

Brian & Diane.
Chelsea, Marg, Michelle, Merle, Samantha, Dan,
Jessíca.
Tristan & Davíd

She went to Mission Band, Explorers and CGIT. She
played for seven years for Sunday School whenJim

The Bottrell family have always been actively involved

in the community. All five children were active 4-H
members. Dan was a municipal councillor, served on
the Co-op board for 14 years, was a 4-H leader for five

Willetts was Superintendent. She also played for church.
In 1966 she was the Eriksdale Carnival Queen. In 1967
she went to work at CIBC in Polo Park where she became head teller. In the fall of 1968, she went to university and in 1969 received her teaching certificate and
went to teach in Stonewall, MB until December, 1975.
In 1967 Carole metJohn Boychuk at Rainbow Dance
Gardens in Winnipeg. They were married in Eriksdale
inJuly 1970. They lived in Stonewall until 1975 when
they sold their home and moved to Eriksdale where they
now reside. Carole began teaching full time in St. Laurent
inJune 1976, where she taught until November 1977.
In December L977, their son Sheldon was born and
in 1980 their daughter Shaylene was born. They were
both born in Winnipeg.
Carole taught piano lessons in her home for several
years until she went back teaching school at Eriksdale

years, was a director of the Lundar Agricultural Society

and is presently a volunteer driver for the HandfVan.
Marg has served on the United Church board, taught
Sunday School and was a 4-H leader for 18 years. Brian
led 4-H for five years and is an active member of the fire
department. Ed is presently serving on the Co-op board
and Merle is past-president of the Hospital Guild and
sings with the choir part time.

BOYCHUK
John & Carole
John Boychuk is the youngest son of the lateJohn and
Maria Boychuk of Sundown, MB.John was born at his
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School in the fall of 1988. While Carole was at home
with her children she was treasurer of Briksdale Nursery
School, taught nursery school for a short time, was a pianist for many community events and United Church
organist. She played for several spring concerts under
the direction of Elea.nor McMillan, Carole continues to
teach grade two at Eriksdale School, plays the organ at
church, and is working on a youth center for the Eriks-

in figure skating and now enjoys planng girl's hockey.
She was a member of the team that won the bronze medal

in

1991-1992 and the gold medal

in

1992-1993 at the

provincial tournaments. She took some gymnastic lessons in Eriksdale under the direction of Vern McMichael
and then heca,me a. helper to Barh NicJ<el and Cinrly
Kinkead. She loves to play baseball and enjoys swimming. She received her bronze medallion in 1995. Like
her Dad, Shaylene loves to go to her Aunty Dorothy's
farm where she milks the cows by hand and does anything her cousins will allow her to do. She's undecided

dale youth.

what she will do when she graduates.

BRANDSTROM FAMILY

Shaylene, Carole, John & Sheldon Boychuk

In September 1995, Sheldon will take his grade 12 at
Eriksdale Collegiate. When he graduates he would like

Oscar & Erica Brandstrom

to go to University to take engineering. As ayoung child,

My parents, Oscar Brandstrom and Erica Brkson, came
from Sweden in 1905 and married in Whitemouth, MB.
They lived in Kenora for a short time before pioneering
in the district of Coldwell. (Eriksdale had not been built
at this time.) They built a log house across the road from
land owned by Mr. Nord. Mr. Nord donated two acres
of this land for a school and it was named Nord School

Sheldon enjoyed playing baseball and hockey. He played

the position of goalie. In his teens he took up golfing,
enjoys basketball and badminton. In the spring of 1994
Sheldon and Melanie Pool made it to the provincials,
playing mixed doubles in badminton. He received the
Male Athl¿te of the year award in 1994. He won the school
curling in 1994 and in 1995. Sheldon participated in 4H where he took woodworking and photography. He
also participated in public speaking where he won several trophies. For the past two summers, he has worked
at G.K. Smith's lumber yard.
In September 1995, Shaylene will take grade ten at
Eriksdale Collegiate. She is taking and teaching piano
lessons. Shaylene tinished three years in Brownies and
now often helps out in Sunday School. She took cooking, photography and crafts with the 4-H Clovers. She
loved public speaking and won several trophies. She
made it to the regional finals in spring of 1990 and went
on to win it all in 1992. She took part in several carnivals

after him.

My father, as well

as clearing our

land for fields of

grain, helped build many of the roads in the area which
was hard work in those days. The grain had to be hauled
by horse and wagon or sleigh to the town of Oak Point
for milling. It was a trip that took several days on poor
roads and quite often bad weather.
I was the second youngest of seven children in our
family. After obtaining my education at Nord public and
Eriksdale High School and not having finances to further my education in nursing as I had hoped, I went to
Winnipeg and found work in the fur trade. It was there
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during a strike, due to poor working conditions, that I
metmyhusband Steve Harany. We were marriedin 1937
and had two sons, Gary and Bill. Gary was born in Winnipeg in 1938 and after we moved to Toronto in 1943,
Bill was born in 1945.
After Gary finished school he spent five years in the
Navy and later worked at the Pickering and Darlington
Nuclear Stations as an Instrument Technician. He has
two sons, Steve and Lee. Lee is married to Carmen
Lopez.

Bill moved to BC where he works as a Forestry Engineer for the Government. He is married to Anmari
tigona and they have four sons. Bill has another son,
from a pervious marriage, by the name ofJeremy who
lives in Calgary with his wife and daughter Kyla.
Whenever I talk to friends about Eriksdale or my
thoughts take me back there, I always refer to it and think
of it as home.

Arne & Mae Brandstrom
On October 29, 1938 Arne Brandstrom and I, Mae
Whiteside, were united in marriage at Clydebank School
with Rev. Breton officiating.
We farmed in the Nyland School district for approximately 35 years operating a poultry farm. In 1974 we
retired to Eriksdale. As for most there were good times
and hard times, but looking back, you wouldn't want to
change any of it. We had two daughters and two sons.
Beverly made teaching her career. In 1958, she married PaulJohnson of Vogar, MB. They operate a cattle
ranch. Presently Beverly teaches kindergarten in Eriksdale. They have four children: Debbie, Lorraine, Greg
and Marlene.

Elna Ruhr
Both Oscar and Brita (Erica) were born in Sweden.
First of all lived in Whitemouth MB. Oscar worked as a
by

Dynamite boss on the Grand Ti"unk Railway. They were
marriedJune 28, 1905. After living in Canada only a
few days they decided that dynamiting was too dangerous for a man to work at if they were to raise a family,
Oscar rode 40 miles to what is now Eriksdale to stake
out a homestead.

They worked hard clearing land, breaking soil and
planting grain and gardens.
There were seven children: Elna, Arne, Hjalmar,
Clifford, Eva, Bdith and Henny.
It was wild country. One day Arne and I ( four and
two years old) were standing in the doorway a¡rd I called
to Mom, "see the nice doggie." It was a wolf. Mom was
frightened. She wouldn't let us out of the house for a
long time.
Roads were built, so were schools.
The pioneers now are all gone. The country has developed and is a pleasant place to visit. Three brothers
died and so did Eva.
Some relatives still live in and around the area. There
were clubs formed - The Good Templars and Vasa Order of America. I am proud to have had parents who
had a very active life helping to build a new country.

Carolyn, also a teacher, married Edward Klepatz in
1961. Edward died in 1967. They had two children,
Barbara and Bradley. Carolyn moved to Ashern and
taught in Ashern in 1973 to 1980. She married Oli
Thorlacius in 1979. They have two children, Arne and
Cheryl. Carolyn and Oli operate a cattle ranch in the
Ashern area.
Wilfred is an electrician. He married Sharon Barnes
of Ashern. They have two children, Ikisti and Kelli, and
now reside in Stonewall.

Neil married AnnaLazarowich of Ashern. Together
they own and operate Hava-Keen Restaurant. They have
two daughters, Leana and Lori.
Arne was an active community member all his life, a
wonderful husband and father with a keen interest in all
his family's activities. Arne died May 22, L987.
On October 6, 1990,I married Ralph Poston, an old
family friend. Together, we are finding much happiness.

Now no one drives ox teams and people from there come
to Winnipeg to do shopping or just visiting and go back
the same day.
A big hurray for the pioneers of Eriksdale.
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Neil and Anna are currently planning and preparing
for their retirement and move back to the country.

Neil & Anna Brandstrom
Neil Alan, the youngest child of Arne and Mae
Brandstrom, was born on October 15, 1947, in Eriksdale. He attended Nyland School and Briksdale Collegiate. He worked for many years in the construction in-

BROOK

Kenneth & Marcelle
I(Ken) was born in Huddersfield, Yorkshire, England in
1910. Worked in a bakery at the age of ten, after school.
Fully employed at thirteen in a woolen factory. Three
years later the desire to see the world came over me.
Where should I go? Australia or Canada? In 1926 we
boarded the SS Regina, bound for Canada. Due to my
age, sixteen, I was considered too young to travel on my
own, and so was escorted by *y mother (Agnes Brook).

dustry, on microwave towers on hydro lines across
Canada. He was able to see much of the country and
this macle his job enjoyable,
Anna ArdineLazarowich, middle child of Harry and
Helen Lazarowich,was born on April27, 1949, in Eriksdale. Anna attended Dog Lake School and Ashern Collegiate. Anna worked as a telephone operator for several years at the Ashern Telephone Office.

In 1969, Neil and Anna were married in Eriksdale
and presently live here. Their first child, Leana Lynne
(see Brian Smith) was born on November 2,1970. Leana
currently resides in Eriksdale with her husband, Brian,
and their son, Matthew. LoriJennifer, their second daughter was born on November 6,1972. Lori is living in Win-

It was an immigration ship and a stormy crossing. Quebec looked like Heaven. But only for a short time, as I
was whisked away alone to a barred-in compound. Because of missing papers I was considered a stowaway.
Was I scared! Passing through Winnipeg we noted that

nipeg and works as a waitress at a family restaurant.

that Westside Station was the beginning of the Prairie.
Eriksdale. A real western town with board walks and

the Hudson Bay Co. building was almost completed, and

tie racks for horses and a muddy front street.
We were welcomed upon arrival by my uncle, Charley
Codling, Doc Flook (area veterinary) andJohn Sharpe,
and most of the citizens. Tiain time was always a big
occasion.

Mother and I worked for nine months for our board,
whilst I learned the art of farming and rabbit hunting.
Due to an emergency I was sworn in as postmaster of
Vannes PO at the age of sixteen.

In

1927 we became farmers, purchasing a quarter sec-

tion, NE 4-22-4W, half a mile east of Eastland School.
Our close neighbors being Mr. and Mrs. Ted Malpas with

Lori, Anna, Neil
During the first years of their marriage, Neil worked
away from home on construction. Annagraduated from
Red River Community College in 1978 with a diploma
in Cosmetology and Hair Dressing. She operated her
business out of their home. In 1980, Neil and Anna pur-

two daughters and one son, Bessie, Florence and Frank.
Mother took over the laundry business of the Elizabeth
Crowe Memorial Hospital, which had just been opened
before our arrival. It was wash day from Monday to Fri
day, with a day off to return the laundry and pick up
more dirty sheets and pillow cases.

rhascrl Marand F,nfernrises
Hava.keen Lunch).
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They renamed the business Havakeen Lunch and Tire;
adding a tire shop to the existing business. Over the years
they have added many other features to the business,
including propane fuel, lottery tickets, self-serve fuel, and
an addition to the building for living quarters. Their busi-

Tipperary, sawing and hauling to town. Two and a half
dollars a cord to be taken in trade for groceries. Mother
returned to England around 1930. So I became a wandering hired man, working forJim andJessie McGhie,
again for Charlie Codling and stayed with the Rushforth
family, helping out for my board. Harry, Sarah, Ethel,

ness has proved to be

very successful.
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Bill, Syd, Bud, Norman and Gordon. Gordon was born
while I was there. They were my family for over ayear.
Being offered a job in Tiehern, MB, I mounted my
bike, rode over the Raeburn Heights, through Portage
la Prairie, via Bagot and across the Ferry (operated by
former resident of Eriksdale, Simpsons and Cottams)
arriving in time to start work the next day. As usual it
was a dull, dusty day with clouds of dust blowing steady,

ernment, drove a street car for Winnipeg Transit, and
finally finished up working for the Province at Headingly
Jail. During eight years in the jail I was present at two
hangings and two riots. Later I proposed the organizing

of rehabilitation camps (bush camps) where inmates
could work and save money for when they returned to
civilization. After opening seven camps in the province
and working fifteen years in the bush I retired in Lg76.
Since then we have kept busy doing needlework pic-

the tops of the picket fence were hidden, covered over.
After ten years of admiration of a young lady by the

name of Marcelle Lamblin

I have finished well over one hundred and fifty. We also carve birds and animals from
wood, make diamond willow plant stands and lamps and
tures. Marcelle and

I

managed to propose. A
daughter of Robert and Marie-Louise Lamblin, who with
seven others resided in the Eastlarid School district. Attended school at Eastland with her brothers (John, Pierre,
Etienne) and sisters (Lise, Antoinette, Gabrielle, Rose).
Later she worked for Mrs. Smith, who owned and operated the Eriksdale Hotel.(From May 1932 -June, 1936).

afghans.

Clifford was employed as a Provincial Game Guardian for seventeen years. Working at Rivers, Lac du Bonnet, Seven Sisters, Falcon Lake and Rennie. He married
Beverly McKenzie of Portage La Prairie and Gladstone.

Marcelle was born in Lille France, 1912. Arrived in
Canada in 1913. We were married in lg36 and settled in
an old dilapidated log cabin in Armstrong municipality
(Reynolds School district). We started a mixed farming
project, at the same time working for Mr. and Mrs. Bill

Beverly worked at Sun Life Insurance, Winnipeg. They
own a lumber business under the name of Brook Ventures
in Rennie, MB. Children: Deryl, Terry and Christa, an
adopted daughter.
Nora-Denise worked for Searle Grain and at the Meho
Theatre in Winnipeg. Married Arnold Johanmson of
Pineyr MB. He worked as a surveyor, later Manitoba
Hydro in the district of Carman, MB. One child: Russel

Shepherd on the next quarter for five dolla¡s per month.
In our spare time we trapped, dug wells and built roads,

In 1940 I enlisted with the PPCLI to 1945. During
the war years there was a shortage of men. So the girls
organized themselves and Florence Hepburn took care
of the kiddies; Raye, Nora, George and Dianne (formerly

(Russ).

Raye workedfor Ihe Menl Club on Broadway, Western Hotel, and presently twenty-one years for the Glen-

Malpas), whilst Gibby, Marcelle and Mary Lindsay
(Kaartinen) did all the chores. They then hooked up the
team and hit for the bush, cutting with axe and swede
saw between thirty and forty cords of firewood. Haying
season was also a case of do it yourself. no tractors, no
stackers, just straight hard work.Just seventy tons to go:
by fork and hay rack.
Clifford Kenneth was born in 1938. Nora-Denise was
born in 1942. First baby born in ECMH that year. Raye

Lawn School Board. Married Elaine Rasmussen in lg7L,
who after a long illness passed away in 1990. In 1993,
Raye marriedJudy Kewley of Portage la Prairie, and now
has three sons:Jason, David and Robert.

BROWN FAMILY
Arthur & Annie Brown

born 1948, also in Eriksdale. Cliff attended school
at Reynolds, Eastland, Eriksdale, and Lundar, whilst

was

Arthur George Brown was born in Bngland, the son of
Arthur George and Kathryn Brown. He came to Canada
at five years of age with his parents, brothers Richard,
Walter, George,Jesse and Oliver. They settled near Balmoral, MB. His father died at 45, as a result of an accident. A loaded gun was hung on the wall by a string.
The gun fell and fired and Arthur Sr. was shot in the
arm. He wanted to cut it off himself as there was no doc-

Nora went to Eastland and Lundar.

I worked in the flood of 1950 fìlling sandbags, and
during that time Marcelle took in eight complete strangers and boarded them for two weeks. Our small donation in the fight of the flood.
Due to an accident when Marcelle was run over by a
hay sweep and suffered vertebra damage we moved into
Winnipeg right after the flood. I went to work at Eaton's
in the garage, then stabbing grain for the Federal Gov-

tor available, but wasn't allowed to. Blood poisoning set
in and he died.
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home, but worked away a bit. He went down to Ontario
cutting pulp wood, he fell and hurt his back from which

When ArthurJr. was old enough he went to Winnipeg to work. He lived in the Brookside area nearJacKish
Creek. He drove a milk delivery wagon and sold ice.

he developed tuberculosis. He spent two years in Ninette

Annie Sewers was born in Ontario and was raised by
the Hubbards at Stonewall, MB. Annie and Arthur were

MB. Sanita¡ium and some time in Winnipeg General
Hospital. He received compensation of $15 a month

married in 1904.

because he was an invalid. He was looked after at home

for many years by his mother and sisters. His brother
Henry called him a cøntanknou.r patient. WilliamJames
Brown is buried in Lily Bay Cemetery.
2. Henry Edwin, 1907-(See Henry).
3. Donald Charles, 1908-(See Donald).
4.Twin George Lewis, 1910-1995, married Laura
Gunnson (Mulvihill). George and Laura farmed in this
area and eventually moved to Winnipeg. George Lewis
is buried west of Winnipeg in Chapel Lawn Cemetery.
5. Twin Emily Louise, 1910, married Earle Patton.
They farmed west of Lundar on the old PR 419. They
had no family but raised two of Henry's children, Gail
and Bob. Bmily lives in the Lundar Personal Care Home.
6.Julia Evelyn, 1911-1973, married Harry Andrews
from the Parkview district. Harry lived east of the St.
Cuthbert's Anglican Church with his father and brother
Fred. Harry passed away with a blood clot after having
an operation on his hand.Juliawas ntn over by a car on'
Highway Six north of Lundar. Harry andJulia a¡e both
buried in Lundar Cemetery. They had four children:
Henry,Joyce, Joan and Edith.
7. Walter Elwood, 1912-1991, married Margaret
Hughes from Lundar. They lived west of Parkview School
on the south side of Higgins Avenue. They farmed and
had lots of cattle. Their big house was lost in a fire. It
was cold weather. They got another house but it wasn't
a very good one. Then the parents separated and the

children were left with Walter who tried to make life
work. His sister, Julia, took two children, Elwood and
Shirley, to live with her, his sister Margaret took two

Arthur & Annie Brown's Weddíng (19O4)
Arthur Brown, Billy Brewster, Arthur Salter and Billy
Brown came to Eriksdale together to claim homesteads'
Arthur's homestead was situated on NE 16-21-6W. He
built a log shanty with a sloping roof covered with tin
and he put sods on top for insulation. Arthur and Annie
moved to the homestead in 1908. Raymond Brown owns
this property in 1996.
They lived on ducks, partridge, and prairie chicken
shot in the bush nearby. They could butcher an animal
from their herd for beef. They grew a large garden.
By 1908 the Browns had three children. By 1922 the
Browns had 14 children:
1. WilliamJames (Willy), 1905-1940. Willy lived at

girls, Beverley and Barbara, and was ready to adopt them,

but the Children's Aid adopted Beverley to a family in
Ontario and Barbara to a family in BC. Douglas went to
live with Hannah and Bill Greig who were neighbors of
Walter's.
Elwood works for Sigfussons in Lundar. Shirley lives
'in
Vancouver. Bevedey lives in Victoria. Bar¡bara lives
in Bdmonton, where she is married, has a son and works
in Social Work. Douglas is a Security Guard at General
Hospital in Winnipeg,
Bventually, Walter sold his cattle and went to work at
Nathan Finkel's farm in Clydebank. Then he lived and
294

worked with his nephew, Sandy and Audrey Miller.
Raymond Brown farms Walter's land now. Walter died
accidentally falling down a flight of stairs. He is buried
in St. Cuthbert's Anglican Church Cemetery on Broad-

cows, separated the cream and made butter which they

put in large wooden tubs banded together with wire
hoops. These tubs held 50 or 75 pounds of butter mixed
up with lots of salt to preserve it so it would keep. It had
to be hauled all the way to Oak Point where the railway
came. They did lots of trapping; Henry was the main

way.
8. Florence Kathryn, 1914, married Bill Kingsley. Bill

Kingsley farmed with his brother Bob, and they fished
together with their father at Dog Lake on Lake Manitoba. Later Bill and Florence moved to farm at White

trapper. Chickens and turkeys were raised and they had
to buy feed for them. They grew very little grain, mainly
wheat which was taken to the mill to be made into flour
for making bread (this flour was a little darker usually

Fox, SK. They had three children; Rita, Wilma and a
boy, Albert, who passed away. Florence had three grandchildren, but in 1995 had three more, triplets, all girls!
9. Annie Pearl, 1915, married DaIe Windross. They
lived in Lily Bay on Amos Lee's farm. They separated.
Dale passed away. Annie lives in Victoria, BC. They had
a boy, Billy, who was killed in a car accident near the
home farm on Broadway in 1965 at 19. Their girl was
Lillian.
10. MargaretJosephine, 1916 married Bill Fry from

called number two), also bran for animal feed and
wheatlets to make porridge. They rented some land SW

22-2I-6W and broke it with a Hart Parr 40/80 tractor
pulling a plow that made a24 inch furrow.
Arthur and Annie went to church every Sunday at St.
Cuthberts Anglican Church. They drove with a team of
horses and their fourteen children in a buckboard
(wagon).

Annie insisted that the girls wea¡ hats and dresses with
long sleeves to keep their arms covered. Mrs. Brown was
musical and could play the organ, autoharp, anything
she got her hands on. One of Emily andJulia's teachers

England. They live in Victoria, BC. They have three girls;
Carol, Clara and Sharon.
11. Beatrice Lillian, 1917-1924. The Brown girls used
to play under a wagon. There was a pin in the reach of
the wagon. Beatrice jumped up and bumped her head

on the pin.

It caused a growth on her head.

gave them organ lessons. Mr. Higgs taught Sunday School

in the winter. After church some of the ministers would

She used to

have baseball games organized for all who wished to play.

go to the barn to help her dad with chores, as children
want to do. One day coming from the barn she just lay
down and rolled around on the ground, with something
different about her. Her parents took her to Children's
Hospital and they operated but she never lived through
it. She was seven years old and she is buried in Lily Bay

Parkview had a ball team and Donald Brown was a
pitcher.
The Depression came; land was free range or worthless. No one thought it was any good (not fertile). Much
of the land sold for $50 for 160 acres. A lot of the land
was sold to the Soldiers Settlement Board after WWI.
Arthur was naturally skilled in taking care of cattle

Cemetery.

Irene, 1918, married Robert Hill. They lived
in Winnipeg. Robert has passed away. The children are:
Garrymarried GlendaBlue - children; DarrylJames and
Nicole Maxine. Gary spent many of his young years with
Gert and Kemmy Miller. Another boy, Gordon and three
girls; Georgina, Glenda, and Gert.
13. OliverJesse, 1919, died as a infant and is buried in
12. Elsie

like a veterinarian. When farmers had cattle trouble
they'd call for A.G. Brown and he'd travel miles to attend to sick cows with bloat, calving problems, to castrate steers or help mares having colts. He did butchering for the farmers as well.
Neighbors worked together to help each other especially to cut wood in the bush, haul it out and saw it into
the wood piles that dotted the countryside in everyone's
farmyard.
In order to build roads in the early days farmers were

Lily Bay Cemetery.
l4.Gertrude l|ilay, L922, married Camilla Miller
(Kemmy). (See Camilla Miller).
In those years everyone knew everyone for miles
around. If land became available, homesteaders would

asked to work x number of days to help - in lieu of paying taxes. Some farmers would supply a team of horses.
Arthur Brown had a crew on road building on Broadway road and Higgins Avenue. He had the job of putting
in a bridge north of Parkview School. The Brown boys
had the job of wading in the water to set the bridge in

hy to outbid other homesteaders. Most of the homes were
built of logs and wells were dug near open water.
The Arthur Browns raised their family of fourteen
children on one quarter section of land. They milked
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place. Henry says they had to make square cuts from a
four by six fir. They had a swede saw to cut it and it was

home. Henry would receive 25 or 50 cents for this work.
Henry did a lot of trapping. Mart Ellis (married to

so dull you could ride to Timbuktu on it.

Nina Lamb) lived on SE 33-21-6W. A corner of his property had a lake on it and there were muskrats in there.
Mart asked Henry to come and trap them. The deal was
that Henry give Mart a quarter share of the rat money.
At the end of the season Mart said, "That was the best
paying piece of property I've had."
He worked with a team of horses and a scraper build-

ing the Broadway road. He was only 12 years old. He
received $B a day. Then Higgins Avenue was built and
he worked a two mile stretch on it with the horses and
scraper.

Henry and his brother Willie rented 160 acres of land
for a few years. It was SW 34-21-6W north of Harley's
on Elliot's on a cash basis. They grew 25 acres of barley
and worked there all summer. It was hot and dry; their
machinery wasn't the best. Henry says, "It was the worst
bit of farming I ever had to work on, so we left it."
Henry had a bout with infantile paralysis or now
known as polio. There was no vaccination then. If you
got sick with it you usually became panlyzed or died.
Henry's right arm and leg became paralyzed. He read
in a book written by a nurse that if you bathed in hot
water and rock salt every day two or three times it would
help. He did that and gradually he got so he could walk

Arthur & Annie Brown - SOth Anniversary
Harry Palmer, Evelíne Lee, Lizzie Forsyth, Mrs.
Palmer, Annie & Arthur, Lou Ealing
Arthur and Annie Brown lived at their homestead
until 1949 when they moved to St.James, Winnipeg to
live. They celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary
at their home in 1954. Annie passed away in 1960 and
Arthur passed away in 1968. They are both buried in
Lily Bay Cemetery.

again.

Henry Brown

One fall he went to Warren, MB to harvest at Finley
Macrae's. "That was a big joke. I was sca¡ed of steam
engines and that's what Riddell had." They threshed at
six farms and Henry's job was to drive a stook team,
load the sheaves in the fìeld and unload them into the
threshing machine run by the steam engine.
The first time he cut corn with a corn binder was at
Warren. Then he had to stook it. In 1994 Henry went to
an auction sale down nea¡ Teulon. Buddy Bergner was
the auctioneer. They came to this piece of machinery

Henry Edwin Brown was born in 1907 in Brookside, near
Winnipeg. He ca¡ue to the Briksdale area before there

with his parents Arthur and Annie
Brown and brothers Willie and Donald. Parkview School
opened in 1907 and Edward Meskelly was the first
teacher. Henry went to Pa¡kview School 'til grade five.
Reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, history a,nd
spelling were taught in school. Henry says he was good
at spelling. He had been missing two days of school to

was a town,

in

1908

and Buddy said,"What is this? I don't know." Henry
called out, "And you're a farmer! It's a corn binder, I
rode on one, cut corn, stooked it and stacked it." After
that speech the old corn binder brought a good price at

do chores every time his father went to haul hay. Sometimes he was only in school one day a week. It was time
to stay home and help with the work. There were many
children going to school. All the desks were full and they

the sale!
He spent some winters at home. There were farm
chores to do plus cutting and hauling wood. He cut oak
posts, sharpened and peeled them for his father. He cut
and split 50 to 75 cords of wood one winter with a swede
saw. He pulled it out of the bush with a little FordFerguson tractor with a white metal grill.

had extra chairs. Many families were large. Some names

were Winberg, Preston, Harley, Graham, Anderson,
Palmer, and Severs.
As a small boy Henry remembers going one half mile
east to Salter's to catch the pony for Mrs. Salter to go for
a drive. He used to coil hay after school and Saturdays
forJoe Graham who lived across the road from Brown's
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He bought a quarter section of land where the old

they slept on the ground.
Back in Winnipeg he started working for the Canadian National Railway. At this time he married Geraldine
Knight. They lived in Kirkfìeld Park in Winnipeg. They
separated and eventually divorced. Henry was working
at CNR and shovelling coal for Hudson Bay Company.
Henry tried to look after the children, but finally brought
them out to live with his sister, Emily, who looked after

Macross School used to sit. He paid the taxes, didn'tbuild
a house on it or use it for anything. He bought it from
the Municipality for $50 and sold it for $800.
Henry tried his hand at fishing on Lake Manitoba.
His first experience fishing was with the Blue brothers,
Fred and George. He also fished alone for several years,
set nets, pulled nets, took out the fish and reset the nets.
He rented a quarter section east and south of Parkview
near where Arthur Tompkins lived. He lived there and
had cattle. Then he bought and moved to Ernie Preston's quarter, one half mile north of St. Cuthbert's Church
on Section 4. By this time he had 50 head of cattle, hay
and grain; everything was going good. He married Alyce

ried and lives in Winnipeg.
Robert married Gail Derksen. Children; Trevor,

Robinson from Raymore, SK. That didn't last long, about

ter and Reta. They lived in Chilliwack BC; were divorced.

two months. Her mother came to visit; she packed up all
the dishes, blankets, wedding gifts and left. Alyce followed a little later. Henry couldn't stand it alone so he
turned the place over to his brother, George and wife
Laura,
Henry went well drilling. First well he drilled was at
Sutherland's east of Mulvihill. Chris Halldorson had sold
him his Ford-Ferguson tractor so he used it on the well
driller and it worked fine.
Joe Lamondue NW 31-21-5W had run out of water
and wanted Henry to get some water for him, so Henry

Robert married Rosalee from Ontario. Rosalee works
with computers and Robert has a roofìng business. They
live at Yarrow BC. Henry has three great-grandchildren.

them.
There were two children:

Gail married Louis Monkman. Children; Shelly,
Stanley and Dwayne. Louis passed away. Gail is remarPe-

drilled and found more water. Joe had no money but
gave him $20 and Henry gave him a receipt. Mr.
Rutherford said to Henry, "DidJoe pay you for the well?"
Henry said, "Not all." ApparentlyJoe had a reputation
for not getting his bills paid. Some time later he metJoe

in town and Joe paid Henry for the well. Henry

says,

"You have to trust." Henry drilled fìve wells in Oak Point,

went out east of Lundar, east of Eriksdale, in Eriksdale
and did three near the Narrows.
Henry worked on the Dynamo Lighting Plant in Eriksdale in 1929 to 1930 that had been run by a diesel engine. He ran it with his Ford-Ferguson tractor. It was run
only on certain days of the week. Washday was one of
them. At this time he worked for Chris Halldorson in his
garage which became Ray's Garage across the south end
of Main Street. He worked on cars and trucks. Chris sold
Ford cars and tractors and insurance.
Henry moved to Winnipeg and worked in a box mill,
making wooden boxes for packing butter and poultry.
He worked on Highway Two with Winnipeg River Timber road construction. He usually had the night shift and
if they had money they slept in the hotel; if they didn't

Rosalee & Robert Brown with Henry Brown

Henry moved back to Eriksdale and worked for
Nathan Finkel for 26 years. He also worked for Martin
and Ellen Kihn.

Henry has travelled from east to west coast in Canada
and goes to visit his son Robert in BC. He is retired and
lives in a comfortable trailer on a small acreage on his
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nephew Craig's fa¡m. This year (1995) at 88 years he
grew a large garden which he shared with his neighbors.

Wendy Polla¡d and took over the family farm. Wendy
now resides in Winnipeg with their three children;
Richard, Pamela and Eleanor. Raymond is still faxniing
on the family farm today.
On August 17, 1936 Arthur Elie was born at the fam-

Donald & Eva Brown
Donald Charles Brown was born on August 20, 1908 at
Brookside, just outside of Winnipeg. At the age of slx

ily homc, Hc attcndcd Parkview School and after his
schooling worked up north diamond drilling until lg59

months his parents, Art and Anne Brown, moved to the
Parkview district. He obtained his education at Parkview
School (No. 1a91) which had just been built in 1907 at
the corner of Broadway and Higgins Ave. He remembers the roads being built in 1919.

In 1930,

when he began working for Reimer's Epress Lines. On

August 9, 1959 he married Brenda Guyl" Bishop in
Eriksdale. They have three children; Keith, Kevin, and
Michelle; and two grandsons. Brenda and Arthur are
presently living in Kenora, ON. Arthur is terminal manager of Riemer's Bxpress Lines. They also own and operate Dorothy's Flowers in Kenora.
On December 21, 1939 Richard Donald was born at
the family home. Regretfully, he passed away onJuly
12,194,0 and is buried in the Lily Bay Anglican Cem-

Rose Evajulia Mary Wilcott moved to the

same district with her parents, Elie and Celina. Bva was
born on March 2, I9l3 in Afida, SK. Her parents re-

sided on the same quarter as Donald a¡rd Evahave made

their home for the past 20 years. On October 24, 1934
Donald and Eva got married and started their life together on land (NW-16-21-6W) they bought from

etery.

Donald's dad.
For many years they were ca¡etakers of the Parkview
School and many, many teachers stayed with them. Eva
was noted for her musical ability and played her fiddle
at many family and school functions. Donald's talent
came in caring for animals. Many people carne for his
help if they had sick cattle or horses. They farmed for
about 40 years before retiring across from the home farm.

On March 31, 1943 Margaret Rose was born in the
Eriksdale Hospital. She attended many schools in her
school years : Clydebank, Hartfi eld, Helendale, Parkview
and finishing her high school years in Eriksdale. After
high school she moved to Winnipeg and worked for the
National Grain Company. On l:N'.Iay 4,1963 she ma¡ried
Philip Leitold in Winnipeg. They have two sons, Floyd
and Chad. They are presentþ residing in Woodlands,
and Phil commutes daily to Winnipeg and works for
Canada Post.

On May 16, 1951 the last child was born. She was
IreneJean, born in the General Hospital, Winnipeg. She
attended Parkview School (it was open again) and finished her schooling in Eriksdale. After high school she
moved to Winnipeg and worked for Canadian Indemnity Insurance. On November 4, L972 Jean married
Ronald Wayne Heroux in Briksdale. They have three
children; Michael, Rachelle and Nicole. They lived in
Bird's Hill Park for many years while Ron was conservation officer with the Forestry Department. They have
since moved to Eriksdale. Ron is working for the Forestry Department in Ashern.
Donald is still living across the road from the original

1
Eva & Donald Brown - SOth Anniversary
celebrated with the famfly (October 24, '1993)

home farm. Eva is presently residing in the Personal Care

Home in Lundar.

On August 5, 1935 Raymond Henry was born at the
family home. He received his education at Parkview
School. In the years that followed he worked up north
diamond drilling in the winter months and farming with
his mom and dad in the summer. In 1973 he married
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Henry and Pearl have two children;John, born November 27, LgSl and Minnie, bornJanuary 13, 1935.
John married Kathleen Arnfinson onJuly 22,1978 and
they reside at Eriksdale. Minnie married Garth Woods
on October 4, 1958 and they have two sons; Bradley

BROWN

Henry & Pearl
Henry was born in Meaford, ON on April 19, 1892 and
moved to Manitoba in 1893. He was the eldest son of
fìve children of Charlie and Charlotte Brown. Henry attended school at Boyne just east of Carman, MB. He
walked to school and often missed school to help with
work on his parents farm. Henry loved music and he

,bornJune 26, 1964 and Daryl, born September 2 6, L971.
Bradley marriedJudy Zeghers onJuly 14, 1990. They all
reside in Winnipeg.
Henrypassed awduly of 1983 and Pearl still resides
at her home on the farm, at 95 years of age.

and his brother played the violin for dances in his
younger years.
Pearl was born at Graysville, MB on August 18, 1899.

fifth child of eight children of John and
Margaret Owen. She attended Orr School which was
She was the

BROWNING FAMILY

south of Graysville. She also walked to school. Pearl was

Charles Sr. & CIara Browning

United Church. In her earlier
years she played the organ at church and was actively
involved in the WA for many years.
Henry and Pearl were married on March 22, 1922
and they farmed in the Graysville, Stephenfield and
Roseisle area unti[un e l964,when they moved to Eriksdale where they continued to fa¡m together with their
a longtime member of the

Mr. Charles Browning Sr. was born in Bngland, on November 30, 1870. He immigrated to the United States
and on February 11, 1909 in New York, Charles Browning married Clara Edwards. She was born in 1873 in
England. They came to Canada in 1913 and settled in
the Oak Lake district in MB where he did fa¡m work.
Mr. and Mrs. Browning had three children; Charles,
Clara, and Albert. CharlesJr. was born December 19,
1909 in New York City. He attended Reynolds School
after moving to the Chatfield district.
Cla¡a was born March 14, I9L2, in New York City.
She also went to Reynolds School. Clara passed away in
1926 and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
Albert (Bert)was bornJuly 10, 1914 in OakLake, and
went to Reynolds School. Bert worked on the fa¡m until
he joined the Army in 1940 with the PPCLI, and was
later transferred to the Artillery. He served in Canada
and Newfoundland and was discharged in March 1944.
After Bert was discharged from the Army, he and his
wife lived at Stony Mountain where he was a guard at

son,John.

Henry took great interest in farming and was quite
pleased when he grew wheat which averaged 60 bushels to the acre in 1971. They kept Aberdeen Angus cattle
and milked cows until 1965. Pearl kept chickens and
delivered eggs to many people around the district until
1973 when they sold their land and moved to a smaller
acreage. Henry continued to farm actively until 1977.

the Penitentiary. He later became a Commissionaire. Bert
passed away

In

1915

in

1965 or 1966 and is buried in Stonewall.

Mr. and Mrs. Browning moved from Oak Lake

to the homestead, NW 33-21-3W. This became their per-

manent residence, fifteen miles from Chatfield and two
and a half miles from Reynolds School.
The Brownings arrived at the homestead on May 1,
1915 at two o'clock in the morning, after leaving Eriksdale withJack Richards, who took them to the farm with
his team of oxen. The reason for arriving so late was the
roads were so bad, even the oxen had trouble getting
them through.

Garth Woods, Judy, Daryl, Brad Woods, Kay Brown
Minnie Woods, Pearl Brown, John Brown
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The Brownings did mixed farming and raised sheep
and cattle. Being fifteen miles from Chatfìeld they only
went to town once or twice a month during the winter.
They would stop at farms halfway to rest the horses during these trips.
Mr. and Mrs. Browning left the farm in 1946 and

Smith in Winnipeg on March 18, 1972, They have three

children. They are Christopher born onJanuary 1,
1973, Michael born on February ll, 1977, and TeriLynn, born on November 3, 1985. In December 1984,
Bernice and Dave moved to Poplarfield, where they
operate a carnival business.

moved to Eriksdale. Mr. Browning passed away on December 30,lg47 and is buried there. Mrs. Browning then
moved to Stony Mountain and lived with her son, Bert,

for a while and also spent some time with her

Cha¡lie operated the Chatfield Cream truck for three
years from 1953 to 1955. His route was from Cook School

area and Lillesve. During the flood in the fifties, he was
unable to go by truck, so he used a tractor and trailer.

son,

Charlie. She passed away at the age of eighty-eight in
1961 in Eriksdale, where she is buried.

He went to Welsh's and Frank Ferris brought their cream

there to meet him. Then he went to Lavallee's. They
came across the sloughs by boat. Charlie would then go
home and load the cream on to the truck and go to

Gharles Jr. & Yvonne Browning
Mr. CharlesJ. BrowningJr. was born in New York City,
on December 19, 1909 and arrived with his parents in
1915 in the Chatfield district. Charlie received all his

Chatfìeld through Poplarfield.
Charlie and Yvonne divorced in the early 1960's.
In 1963 Charlie moved to Eriksdale, then in 1976
moved to Winnipeg. Cha¡lie passed away on March 24,
1984 at the Deer Lodge Centre. He is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

education in the Reynolds School.
As a young man, he worked on his father's farm. He
played baseball with the Suffren ball club. One of their
greatest sports during the winter, was a group skiing
behind a horse. There were also dances in the schools
and card parties in nearly everyone's home. These were
about the only form of entertainment in those days.
In 1934 Charlie left the farm and went harvesting in
the Treherne area, also working in Fort Frances, ON, in
the bush camps cutting pulp wood and ties and working
in the saw mill. He also worked for the Greater Winnipeg Water district in Shoal Lake. In 1935 he loaded pulp
wood for four months.
Charlie joined the Army in 1941 and in 1942 went
overseâs with the fourth Division Tioop Co. RCASC.
He served in western Europe and returned home in 1945
and was discharged. Charlie was member of the RC
Legion Commemoration #140.
In 1946 Charlie took over his parents farm after they
retired and moved to Eriksdale. Besides farming, Charlie
did some trapping.
In the early 1950's, Charlie married Yvonne Welsh.
She was born onJuly 1, 1928 in Chatfìeld. Charlie and
Yvonne Browning had tr¡¡o children. Wayne was born
on May 22, l95l in Winnipeg. He attended Eastland
and Eriksdale Schools. Wayne married Lorna Barker in
Winnipeg on May l, 1982. They have one child, Ryan,
born on March 22,1984. Wayne is presently living and
working in Winnipeg.
Bernice was born on November 13, 1952 in Briksdale, where she went to school. She married Dave

BRUCE

AIex & Mary
Sandy (Alex) was born in 1860 at Aiketside, Scotland.
Sandy and brother Charlie fought in the Egyptian war
of 1884, with the Black Watch Regiment. They fought
within sight of the pyramids. Sandy was asked if he was
ever wounded. he said, "No, but they shot the heel of
my shoe." It was here in Bgypt that Sandy loved and
learned to play the bagpipes. He often helped celebrate the Scottish holidays
by playing his þiþes arowd
Morden and Carman in the
early days. Sandy continued to play up until his

earþ 1990's. His bagpipes
that he played in the army
have been donated to the
Museum of Man and Nature.

After the war, he married Mary Shedon, and
they had six children:
Alexander
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Bruce

Mar),, Alex,Jack, Charlie,
Jean andJim.

in the Tennyson School district. The boys
rode with the cattle they brought with them, then drove
a homestead

the horses and cattle to their new farm; Section 28-22-8.

t

The road was mostly stumps, which made for a hard
ride. The boys were huppy to be in a hunting and fish-

&.

ti

ing area; another reason they had wanted to move here.
While the Bruce's home was being built, the family
was graciously accepted in their new friends'homes; the
Maclennan's and then with Bill McNabb.
Sandy was well known for his jokes. When sitting
down to a chicken dinner athis home, he would say that
he had found it dead in the bush; or when inviting a
neighbor over, he told them to bring their own lunches.
Sandy farmed until 1942, the year his wife died. Mary
perished when she was lost while picking Saskatoon berries. The first night she was lost, a terrible thunder storm

overtook the area. She was missing for a week before
she was found. Sandy left Tennyson to live with his
daughter,Jean, in Eriksdale for a few years. In 1944 he
moved in with his sonJack and family. He then moved
in with his sonJim in the Nord district in 1948. By 1955
Sandy was getting his old age pension; $40 a month. On
April 2, 1955 Alexander (Sandy) Bruce passe d away at
the age of 95.

Here is some information about Sandy and Mary's
children:
Jack and Alex joined the army of WWI in 1916.Jack
survived, but Alex was not as fortunate. Jack stayed in
the Eriksdale area after the war. The third son, Charlie,
stayed home to help with the family farm. Years later he
settled on a farm in Allen, SK. He was married, but had
no children. He died at the age of 45 of. a heart attack.
Jim stayed at home to help his father and also work with
neighbors. The oldest daughter, Mary, married Duncan
McCorquadale of Bengough, SK; where they farmed for
many years. The youngest daughter,Jean, married Ted
Seymour. They moved around frequently because of
Ted's position as an Indian Agent.
Here are some fond family recollections:
Grandpa (Sandy) smoking one of his cherished collection of pipes.
Grandpa's bagpipe playrng while we were trying to
listen to our favorite radio programs; such asJack Benny,

Alexander and Charlie Bruce
Black Watch Regiment
The Bruce family came to Canada in 1903. It must
have been in the fall, as Mary remembered the lovely
red maple trees along the St. Lawrence River. When the

family arrived at their destination in Carman, MB, the
children had either the measles or chickenpox. A very
kind family took them in anyway.
From 1903, until

1914,

Sandy and his four sons, farmed

in and around the Roseisle and Stephenfield

areas,

finally settling on a good farm in Morden, MB. On this
farm Sandy's family had beautiful grain crops. After two
years of crop failures; a hail storm hit on the third year.
They had a beautiful crop that they were about to harvest. They had made one round with the binder when it

etc.

came. They stood in the barn door and could only watch

Fromity porridge which was made from boiled wheat
and on the next day could be served in slices. (I think

their crop being destroyed. Rather than go into debt for

the family ate a lot of this).

next year's seed, they moved to Eriksdale. They took up
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Jack & Annie
Jack was born in Aiketside, Scotland onJuly 16, 1897.
He was the third child of six: Mary, Alex,Jack, Charlie,
Jean andJim of Alex and Mary Bruce. In 1903 the family came over to Canada and settled in the Ca¡men area.
After several crop failures the family moved and set up a
homestead in the Tennyson area, north-west of Eriksdale in about 1914.
Jack and his brother Alexjoined the army and fought
in WWI.Jack was a sharp shooter; Alex was killed in
action andJack was wounded three times. One of the
times was whenJack was hit in his metal helmet by shrap-

nel on his forehead. He was unconscious for about three
days. When his co-troopers went to pick up the wounded,
they thought he was dead. The Germans found him and
noticed he was still breathing.Jack became a prisoner of
war, but shortly after, a prisoner exchange was made
and he was traded.

When he returned home, Jack along with Ja.ck
Kingsley were the first in the area to sell fresh fish at
Five Generations:
Mary Flinta, Bruce Flinta
Anníe Bruce, Ðanielle (holding Kimberly) Erickson

Dog Town.

In about 1930-31,Jack, with his friendJack Hanslip
started a garage business in Eriksdale: Interlake Motorsl
the site where Big AI's Sharp Shop is now located. Jack

22-21-5W and farmed in both grain and cattle. In the
mid-fifties Jack and Annie sold their cattle because of
the shortage of pasture due to flooding. After this time
they did a lot of fishing andJack did a lot of hunting.
Jack also started to paint with oils in the 1960's. Most of
the family members have at least one ofJack's paintings

Bruce used the money he earned from being in the army

to start the business.

Annie Ledger, the daughter of William John and
Emily Ledger was born on November 1, 1909. She was
the fourth youngest of eight children: Bill, Lawrence,
Emily, Ida, Annie, Arnold, and Grace and Fred who were
the twins. Annie Kathrine lived with her family a¡ound

which they display with pride.
In 1971,Jack, Annie and Elizabeth moved to Winnipeg. In 1975,Jack had a heart attack and passed away.
Annie is still living in Winnipeg.

until about L92L/22 when they moved
to Ontario for four years. Then they moved back to the
area. Annie had very little education because she had to
stay home and help her mother with the three younger
the Eriksdale area

children. She remembers helping her mother form bread
loaves to put in pans at the early age of four.
On August 20, 1931, Annie andJack were married
and lived in a house nea¡ the garage. The nightJack and
Annie were married a big storm blew through the area.
It blew over buildings and even pushed inJack's parents' sturdy log cabin wall about a foot. Jack said that
this was his shivery.
They had four children; Mary, Harold, Sandy and
Elizabeth.
After selling the garage, the family moved east to SW

BRUCE

Harold
HaroldJohn, the oldest son and the second child ofJack
and Annie Bruce, was born onJune 17, L934 in Eriksdale. This is where he also went to school. At the age of
16 he went to work for the Griffith Brothers Diamond
Drilling as a mechanic. He also worked at the mines in
Bissett. For some years he worked as a heavy equipment

mechanic for Abitibi at Pine Falls.
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In

1960 he bought a cabin at Beresford Lake; ten miles

BRUCE

from Bissett in Nopiming which is now a Provincial Park.
Harold has a registered trap line which he continues to
work up to the present time. Harvesting wild rice and
doing mechanical work in the surrounding area also

Jim & Ruth
Jim Bruce was the youngest son of Alex (Sandy) and
Mary Bruce. In 1935 he married Ruth Card, a school
teacher who came to teach in the area. Over the next

keeps him busy.

Harold has a love of hunting, fishing and trapping
just as his father had.
His cabin has been the site of several family reunions
which were fun packed weekends.
Harold, better known as Harry, is now semi-retired
and enjoys trapping, fishing and visiting with the people
who have cabins in the area.

several years they had four sons:James Richard (Dick)

born on April2, 1936; Allan Morley born onJune 16,
1937; David Winston born on September 16, 1940; and
then on February 22,1949, StanleyJohn was born.
AfterJim and Ruth's marriage, the family lived in the
Tènnyson areauntil 1942.They then moved to the Nord
School district. While living in this area,Jim and Ruth
played for the Nord School dances. Jim on the violin
and Ruth the guitar.

BRUCE
t

Sandy & Lynn
Charles Alexander (Sandy) is the third child and the
youngest son ofJack and Annie Bruce. He was born on
September 17, 1935.After leaving school he worked at
different jobs until he went to work at Pinawa, MB. In
1990 at the age of 55, he retired after working for twentyfour and a half years. Sandy now drives the Handi-Van
twice a week and also works hard on their home and
yard to keep it all looking just so.
Sandy married Lynn Wade of Lac du Bonnet onJuly
12, 1958 in Winnipeg. In the early 1960's they moved to
Lac du Bonnet where they have a beautiful place on
the Winnipeg River.
Sandy and Lynn have three children. The oldest is
Heather Lynn, born on May 29,1959. She is a FrenchImmersion teacher in Portage la Prairie. Their other
daughter was born onJuly 16, 1961 and is named
BarbaraJean. CharlesJohn was born on May 25,1965.
Barbara's daughter Amanda Heather was born April

Jim Bruce's first well drillíng machine (1940)

In 1940Jim bought his first well drilling machine from
Curdy Mills. The first well that was drilled was forJohn
Edwards on the Dog Creek Indian Reserve. One experience that happened was when Jim's helper, Donald

Maclennan and himself were drilling a well. A stone
fell in beside the drill stem and jammed it solid. They
worked for hours trying to get it loose. Night fall came
and so they retired for the day. Donald woke up the next

morning with the solution for the problem. He got himself a rifle, loaded it, pointed the gun down the well beside the drill stem and pulled the trigger. The stone dis-

2, 1984, Barb was married to Robert Lodge, but now
they are divorced.
John was married to Cheryl in March, 1990. They
have two sons; Devon Bryce (step-son toJohn) born on
October 23,1987. Tanner CharlesJames arrived on Au-

appeared and they got the stem out.

In 1957Jim relired from drilling and moved his family to Ashern. He then opened his own barber shop
where he worked until 1980. He also sold car licenses
from there. In the spring of 1980 he passed away.
Ruth taught at Tennyson School from 1932 to 1935.

gust 31, 1990.

Then later at Marne, Nord, Edison and then at Camper.
She was very active in the Nord community by canvassing for the Red Cross and other organizations. At
the present time she is still living in her own home with
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to Linda Cattin from

there, but on later visits it was gone. Smith's lumber yard
had taken its place. A new and much larger school had

Headingley. They didn't have any family. They presently

been built in the bush a¡ea of the old yard. Miss Sigurdson

reside in Winnipeg.

(Jim's aunt), another dedicated teacher of my time, allowed me to read through the school library, a cupboard
tlrat contained many of the great books, for which I am
still grateful.
The Elizabeth Crowe Memorial Hospital is still there.
The small forest that shielded it from the rest of the town
is gone. Dr. Bruce Pozer was the resident and only physician in the town and surrounding area, which included
the Reserve at the lake. His hours on duty was any time
he was needed. His wife, Pansy, and son, Reed, gave
much to the community and were a great influence in
my life. This also included inoculations for many things.
tagedy struck this wonderful family when Reed was

son stanley.

Dick was married in

1960

David married Carol Kristjanson of Lundar in 1963.
They have two children; Steven and l)onna. 'l'he t'amily lives in the Winnipeg area.
Allan married Elaine Bezemer of Ashern in 1966.
They raised three children on a farm outside of Ashern;
Dianne, Heaûrer andJarnie. In 1958 Allan took over the
well drilling business from his father. His son-in-law,
Alvin, joined the family business in 1986 and is still with
him. The Bruce family is now in their third generation
of well drillers.

about 12 (1932). An automobile accident caused by a
drunk driver killed Reed and his father.
The Eriksdale I lived in had wooden sidewalks, no
electricity, no running water (wells), a post offìce, the
Cassleman creamery, two hotels, a railway station mastered byJim Cox. His daughter and her famiþ have been
friends of my family for years. We also had daily train
service to Winnipeg then! Eriksdale had all the essen-

Allan Bruce's well drílling machine (1994)

tials to be a prairie town, but the greatest was its people
ancl it had some of the best.

I

left Eriksdale at the beginning of the Depression,
living in Winnipeg and other places. The west coast was
my next sojourn in the Bridge River Valley in BC, gold
mining communities of Brexton, Bralorne, and Pioneer.
Most of my teen yeils were spent here. These gold mines
are no longer being mined. I went to Vancouver and
joined the army in 1940. I went overseas two or three
months afterwards. I met and married my wife, Marjorie,
in England. Our daughter, Sandra, was born there in
1945 when I was in the 21 Army Group in Europe.
On my return to Canada I went to UBC where I obtained my Bachelor of Commerce degree, 1951. I
worked for the Attorney General at Oakalla Prison farm

Dianne Lee married Alvin Kopp onJuly 11, 1987 and
they also reside in Ashern. They have two children;
Owen Aaron, born on November 12, 1989 and Andy
Otto, born on April 30, 1991. Heather Dawn married
DonJones onJuly 18, 1992 and they have one daughter,

Montana Marie, born on November 1, 1994. They reside in Winnipeg.Jamie Allan is presentþ taking diesel
transport mechanics at Red River Community College
in Winnipeg.
Stanley has never married and presently lives at home

with his mother.

as supervisor and assistant bursar

BRUCE

1958. Our

in 1954 at Burnaby, BC.
changed jobs and came to Ottawa to

son, Malcolm, was born

Jim

July 1958 I

I

work in Customs and Excise headquarters as an aPpraiser, later a tariff administrator. During this period I
got my Management Accountants degree. It was interesting work that I enjoyed doing much of the time. I
retired onJuly 1986 to enjoy life at a slower pace.
My daughter, Sandra, is a nurse and technician who

was born in Winnipeg in
1921 and came to Briksdale in 1926. Miss Palmer (Mrs.
Goodrich), who taught grades one to four, was my first
teacher. On our first visit back to Eriksdale at least 20
years later, I met her, and through her efforts, located
Kay andJim Forsyth. The three room school was still

My journey into the past!

untilJuly
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works in the cancer center located at the Vancouver
General. She is married to Dave and have a daughter,
Kyla, who is on her way to becoming a champion soccer
player. Our son, Malcolm, is a CA and runs his own
business in Ottawa. In addition he keeps an eye out on

I have been back to Briksdale since to visit friends. It
has changed physically and of the prairie towns on the
route from Winnipeg has done exceptionally well. It has
not changed otherwise. The people continue to be the
same caring folk that I knew when I lived there many

his parents.

years ago.

On our 50th wedding anniversary, December

1995, our children and their spouses helped us celebrate

I was reminded of the Icelandic people while in Spain.
During a conversation with the staff of a leather store, I

with dinner out complete with limousine service to the
restaurant, a big party on the Sunday, a memory book

discovered they were Icelandic and inadvertently I said,
"Oh, Islanska". One of the ladies got excited, saying he

and three week holiday in Spain. We returned from there

speaks lcelandic!

on Baster, missing, but not much, a lot of snow.

Eriksdale and we parted friends.

11,

I

wish it were so.

Memories of Yesterday

Model T (c.î942)
Anson Bomber (traíner) made a forced landing îO
miles west of Eriksdale (c. l94Os)

Transporting the plane

ModelA car
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I

told them about

dale. We settled in Eriksdale and Russ worked here for

over 21 years for what is now called Manitoba Hydro.
He retired in November 1979. In 1980 we bought a home
and moved to Vancouver Island, in a little place,
Merrivelle, just outside of Courtney, BC, only to return
back to our home in Eriksdale in 1983.
Russ and I enjoyed L2 years of retirement. Then on
September 28, 1991, Russ passed away. He is buried

in the Briksdale Cemetery.
In 1983 Susan married Carl Horsman (now divorced). Susan lives in Winnipeg and is attending the
University of Manitoba, taking a social services course.

CAMPBELL
Russ & Hertha
I came to Briksdale inJune 1958, from Lac Du
Bonnet. Russ took over the position of district supervisor for Manitoba Power Commission (as it was called
then), fromJim Swanson.
We rented a house from George Cramb. Then in
1961 we bought the house and acreage. With it came
a little old man, Pinky Mills, who was George Cramb's
brother-in-law. He lived in the little house in our yard.
He was only with us for a few years. He died of a stroke,
and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
In 1960 our son, Brian, arrived and in 1965 our
Russ and

daughter, Susan, arrived.

Brain, Tania, Val & Tracy Campbell (1994)

In 1984 Brian married Valerie Kallstrom. They have
two daughters, Tiacey Lee and Tänia Lynn. Brian and
Val live in Winnipeg. They are the owners of Our Family Shoe Repair in the Courts of St. James.
I am kept busy looking after my mother, Elsie (Gall)
Monk, and step-father, John, who live in the Leisure
Lodge in Eriksdale. They are both 91 years old. More
of the history of Robert and Elsie Gall, my mother and
father, can be found in the I/ørdshíþ and Høþþiness,also
Moosehorn history books.

I
now.

Three Generat¡ons:
Hertha & Susan Campbell, Elsie Monk
Russ had worked for Manitoba Power Commission
in various places in Manitoba before coming to Eriks306

still live in our original home, going on 38 ycars

No.8 and really enjoyed baking for their teas and other
activities in the community.
Mom was always h"ppy doing things for others.
Dad passed onJuly 19, 1985. Mom stayed at the farm

CARPENTER

Wally & Constance
Leslie Wallace Theodore Webb Carpenter was born in
Southampton, England on May 20, 1903.
He came to Canada as a young man to his grandparents, who were farming at Wawanesa, MB.
Dad had one sister, Vera and two brothers, Godfrey
and Oswald. He was the only one to come to Canada.
His sister, Vera came for a visit in 1970 with Chuck and
Win Carpenter.
My mom Constance Mitchell, was born on February
16, 1905, in London, England. Her parents were Thomas
and Ellen (Roberts) Mitchell. She has two sisters, Nell,

for awhile then to the Friendly Villa, spent some time
with me, then went to the Eriksdale Personal Care Home,
and died

in

1996.

They had three children. Charlie, the eldest went to
school in Mulvihill and went to work on a farm at Stone-

wall, then to Dunlap's at Warren, MB. He joined the air
force and was sent overseas in 1943. There he met
Winnifred Gane and they were married on October 10,
19+5.

Theyhave two children, Paul and Maureen, and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.Chuck has made a few
trips, some in the past 20 years. Canada is still his home.
Vera also went to Mulvihill School. She worked for

who stayed in England, and Daisy, who came to Canada.
Her three brothers were Tom, Len, and Den.
My grandfather was a painter and decorator. His sons
took up his trade, too.
My dad met Mom in St.James, Winnipeg. She worked
in a store there. They were married in the St.James Anglican Church on December 14,L925,and lived at Rosser
with Dad's uncle for awhile.

Carl and Alice Schultz at Camper, then for Barney
Eggertson at Vogar.

There she married Robert Missyabit and had a big
family. She is now living in Winnipeg.
I, Connie, also went to Mulvihill School. I helped at
home until I married Andrew Mikula on December 1,
1945. We were married by Reverend Jalmar Brikson
Sr. in the farm house where I was raised. We have three
boys; Andy,John andJimmy and three girls; Myrna,

Then they were told about this place at Mulvihill,
which was supposed to be liveable, but wasn't. So they
had their stuff loaded into a box car and came there to
SW 23-23-6W, the Lindley homestead in December.
They just made the best of a bad situation. There was
supposed to be lots of pulpwood to cut. Vera was a small
baby so it must have been an ordeal.

Doreen and Carol.
Andy went to Mulvihill and Eriksdale Schools. After
he left school, he had many jobs. The first job was for

Williment Construction for $1 per hour plus room &
board; Smith's Lumber; catoperatorfor A.M. Kelly;hauling gravel for Rawson Trucking; Nelson River rock
wagon crushing rock east of Mulvihill; Comstock on
Hydro line from Devil's Lake to Rosser, MB.; BACM on
the Grand Rapids spillway; A.M. Kelly, driving a truck
and operating a cat at Anama Bay, then into construction on his own as ABC Enterprises. He still does some
carpenter work, but now owns and operates Pyne Cone
Service truck stop and gas bar on the corner of 6 and
68 west.
He married Valerie Miljure on November 2, 1968 and
they have three daughters; Charlotte, Wanda and

They farmed until 1962, when Dad got sick. He spent
a lot of tir.ne in the hospital, and they had to sell the cows
and sheep, which was very hard on them, because they

loved animals.
They later got a few goats, bantam chickens and rabbits for company.

Mom is well-known for her knitting of raw wool
(unspun) socks and mitts of which she has knit many pairs.
Some she sold but mostly she gave them away to friends
and family.

This wool was a lot of work to prepare. It had to be
washed in rain water and Lux soap, six or seven times,
then pulled apart into long lengths.
At first she did all this by hand. Later she got a hand
carder, much later a carding machine turned by hand.
Dad and Mom were good gardeners. I'm sure Dad
had a green thumb.
Their flower garden was a pleasure to see.

Candida.
John went to Mulvihill and Eriksdale Schools. He went
on numerous jobs; operated a swather for Edwin Dodd;
Carter Construction for Hydro lines; Comstock in northern MB and ON; Rosser Construction for Care Home
and Foster Tiucking at Lundar.

Mom was an active member of the Mulvihill Red Cross
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He married Linda Burns in 1970 and had a daughter,
Tämmy, who lives in Winnipeg. Linda died in 1993.
He drove truck for Gardewine and was manager at
Snow Lake for Gardewine North for years.
Then he went to Tians X in Winnipeg as a dispatcher

of Halldor and Kristin Halldorson. They took in travellers, Here he met their daughter Maria(Mary) Halldorson,

born in Isafordur, Iceland on December 27, 1883. She
came to Canada in 1885 with her parents and fïve brothers and sisters. After their marriage Russell and Maria
lived in Lundar where Russell owned and operated what
is believed to be the second creamery in Lundar; in 1923
they moved to Eriksdale where Russell built his lovely
big house (now owned by Keith Lundale) complete with
electricity, running water and plumbing (See W to Wp.
417); and, the large garage which housed five or six small
cream trucks. The garage is still in use today by Keith

while living in Grosse Isle.
Now he's a manager for Cool X in Calgary. He and
Joanne live in a new home in Strathmore, AB.
Myrna went to Mulvihill School for one year. Then it
closed, so she went to Eriksdale next. She helped around
the farm doing chores and looked after younger siblings.
She married Donny Little on February 7, 1976, and
has one daughter, Timnis. She worked for Dominion Ti.uck

Lundale.
I, Edna, am the youngest child of Russell and Mary
Casselman. I was born at Lundar onJune 8, 1919. My
brothers were born there also;Clifford (1912),Ivan (1914),
Lloyd (1916) and Calvin (1917).
My father learned to make butter at the Lundar Creamery. When the Eriksdale Creamery came up for sale, my
father bought it. We moved to Eriksdale in 1923.
The primary school, the intermediate school and the
high school (up to grade 11) were three parts of one building. Miss Palmer, Miss Sigurdson and Mr. Staples were

Centre delivering parts; secretary for Kingsway Tiansport, Livingston Distributions and as the supervisor of
transportation services.
Jimmy went to Eriksdale School. He worked for Andy,
Smith's Lumber, Parkside Ford and is now in construction on his own.
He married Carol Marter of Gunton, August 4, 1990.
They have a girl, Andrea and a son,Jordan. They have a
home in Inwood, MB.
Dolly went to Eriksdale Collegiate. She stayed with a
brother, John, at Grosse Isle, took grade 12 in Warren
and graduated. Then she worked at a Grosse Isle store.
She married Ken Lindell, October 14, 1989. They have
four girls: Erica, Lynnette, Megan and Ashley.
Carol went to Eriksdale Collegiate and graduated. She

worked at Eriksdale Personal Care Home, Gregory
Cartwright in Winnipeg, Drake Personnel, and Landis
and Gyr. She's now training to become a radiologist.
She married Grant Danielson, May 22, 1993. Grant
works for MTS.

I will always remember Carol's first day of kindergarten. When she came home I asked her how she liked it,
She said, "When can I quit ?"

CASSELMAN
Russell & Mary
llnformation
sleanecl ftom
W to W. I,ilhan Casselman
\-_-----_-_"-_'-_ o--"_--_
and Art Dowsett)
Russell Casselman was born in April of 1877 in
Casselman, ON to Emma (Bedstead) andEzra Michael
Casselman.

Russell, Clífford & Maria (holding lvan) Casselman

As a young man he headed west for adventure and

n 914)

came to the Interlake. He stopped in Lundar at the home
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my favorite teachers.
We enjoyed sleigh rides in winter, and skiing and
snowshoeing. Sometimes in the evening we would make
fudge and invite some of the neighbor children to help
us eat it. The annual Field Day was exciting, too.
There were wonderful displays in one of the buildings of cooking, baking, canning, candy making, etc. I
remember how happy I was, one ye¿ìr, to see the red
ribbon on my plate of fudge, which was made with brown
sugar and cream, butter and vanilla. When I was ready
to go home, my fudge was gone, but the culprit kindly
left the plate.
I don't remember what year airplanes came in, but I
do remember one day in high school when we were sure

Ivan George, born August 8, 1914, married Marion
Twedell from the Fisher Branch area. Ivan operated the
creamery there. They had four children: Bill, Marilyn,
Carol andJudy. Ivan was involved with the creameries
at Eriksdale and Fisher Branch, mink ranching, wild rice
growing and politics. Ivan was killed in a plane crash in
Ontario in 1964. Marion died in 1965.
Lloyd Douglas, bornJanuary 8, 1916, died in 1934
from sarcoma (Hodgkinson's disease) at age 18. He's
buried alongside his father in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
Calvin Richard, born November 25,1917, is in Gospel ministry, which work he has been doing for many
years. Calvin is presently in BC.
I, Edna Elizabeth was bornJune 8, 1919. After my

we heard the sound of an airplane motor. We all bounded

father died, my motJrer and I moved to Winnipeg, where

out the door, without asking the teacher, to see if we
could see the airplane. We were excited to just hea¡ the

I took

a business

course at the Success Business College.

I worked in a law office in Winnipeg for over seven years
and when my mother died on March 10, 1953, I decided
to move to Vancouver where I became secretary to Tom
Ladner of the law firm of Ladner Downs. After over thirty

noise of an airplane!

My father seemed to work day and night in the creamery, to make a living for his family, and also, to realize
an ambition he had to build a big house, where we would
all have lots of room. I remember one summer, when all
my brothers worked in the creamery and they were so

huppy years, with this law firm,

I

retired at the end of

1985.

The Casselman house has changed somewhat, over

busy that none of them had time to come home for lunch.

the years, to suit its respective owners; but the beautiful

The hired girl and I would take the food over to the
creamery and set up the plates and food on the empty
butter boxes, and theywould eat, one by one! My father

winding driveway remains, a tribute to the vision and
foresight of a family from long ago.

sold his butter to Canada Packers in Winnipeg. I remem-

ber the foursquare on my father's calendar. It meant a

CAUNT FAMILY

square deal on grade, weight, test and service. My father

daughter ofJohn and Mabel (Clearwater) Hanslip. Both
of her parents are buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery. (See
John and Mabel Hanslip).

Came to Canada in 1903. Moved to Eriksdale in 1914.
Harry Caunt, born at Hull, Yorkshire, Bngland married Louisa Cuthbert, born in Sproatley, Yorkshire, England.
They had four sons:
L Bernard, born 1894 - Hull, Yorkshire, England.
Killed in action in \MWI.
2.Joseph, born 1895 - Hull, Yorkshire, England. Died
1975. Married Faith Hashins. They had two sons: Brian,
married Marj Frizzel. Brian teaches at Edmonton Uni-

He worked at the Eriksdale Creamery; mined in
Arntield PQ; served in the Royal Canadian Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers corps in WWII from 19401946; and was postmaster at Snow Lake for thirly years,
finally retiring to Mulvihill in 1979. He died in the Eriksdale Hospital on September 20, 1988. Their only child,
Arlene married Ron Tirttle and lives in California. She
has a married son,Jeff, who has a daughter, Lauren.

versity. Brian and Marj have three children; Calvin Medical Doctor, MaryJo - therapist, Faith - nurse. Gordon - retired, Toronto. One son Paul - University student in Toronto.
3. Thomas, born 1898 - Hull, Yorkshire, England.
Married Lucy Slaughter in April 1935. Tom graduated
from Manitoba Medical College as a physician and
surgeon in 1934. They have two children: Richard -

developed cancer and died at home in Eriksdale on May
31, 1941. Through the years before he died, he had built
extensions to the creamery and had kept it in wonderful
condition.
The five children of Russell and Mary:

Clifford Wesley, born October 28, 1912, married
Lillian Hanslip in 1940, born August, 1919 the third
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teacher. Eleanor - nurse. Dr. Thomas Caunt diedJanuary 28, 1984. For the last eleven years of his career,
he was Medical Superintendent at BC Provincial Mental Hospital and of the Crease Clinic of Psychological

Medicine, Essondale, BC.
4. Cuthbert, born in Winnipeg, 1904. Married Laura
Wagstaff. Laura was a Bishop's Messenger at Eriksdale. They had three children:
Harry - mechanic - three children - married Carol
Butler.
Clare - married Bruce Smith - three children.
Mary Anne - married Scott Stewart - two children.

Cuthbert, who farmed at Eriksdale for a number of
years, later made his home at Sardis, BC.

CHETYRBOK
Bob & Louise
I, Marie Louise Hogue, was born on February 5, 1955,
the eighth child of Marie and Wilfred Hogue. I spent
my childhood on our farm in the La Fontaine area. My
memories of that time recall a life of a lot of work even
as a small child. There were always cows to milk, morning and night, large gardens to weed, hay to be put up
and meals to be made for our large family. It seemed
that there was always work to do, but we also had a lot
of fun and family time that was special. Our parents did
not allow any work to be done on Sunday, other tha¡r
the necessary milking and chores - that was a day set
aside for morning mass followed by dinner then a game
of whatever sport could be arranged in the afternoon.
Often neighbors and cousins would join into a game of

*
Bob, Todd, Raya and Louise Chetyrbok
was my grade one teacher; Miss Dayment who loved to

play the piano and gave us all lessons at noon hour; Allen
Havard who was only 18 when he became our teacher

and had as much fun as we did at noon hour playing
soccer, having snow ball fights and playing baseball;
Donna Hedden who was our next door neighbor and
Mrs. Rushforth who was the last teacher at LaFontaine
when it closed inJune, 1967.
After La Fontaine closed we rode the school bus to
Eriksdale every day. I graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1972 and then attended Red River Community

football, baseball or hockey on the outdoor rink. Parents
and children of every size would join into the fun. We
always worked hard throughout the week, but we always
knew that we would get a break on Sunday'
I attended school grades one through seven in the La
Fontaine School which was one and a half miles from

College the followingyear for one year.
OnJune 30, 1973 I married Bob Chetyrbok. He had

come to teach school in Eriksdale from Dauphin in
1971. Shortly after we married we purchased a farm
near Eriksdale. Bob continued to teach school and I
worked at the Credit Union. We have two children;
Raya, born September 4, Ig78 and Todd, born Octo-

our house. We usually walked to and from school on a
daily basis, generally to arrive to a school still cold in the
winter months. This was a one room school with about
15 to 20 children attending from grades one to eight'
You were never bored in that atmosphere because if you
did not like the work you were supposed to be doing,
you could always listen to the lesson the teacher was giving to some other grade. I have very fond memories of
some of my teachers from those days - Mrs' Täylor who

ber 20, 1980.

Our family has always enjoyed and participated in
sporting activities such as hockey, baseball and curling. Bob and I have now cut back on some of our activities, but the kids both are active in many sports, both
at school and in the community. Our son Todd is an avid
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born.

hockey player and Raya loves baseball and volleyball.
Sports are a family affair and this past summer, we all
played on the same slo-pitch team at the provincials.
Bob continues to teach school in Eriksdale and I am a
loans offìcer at the Eriksdale CreditUnion. We also have
a small herd of beef cows that keeps us occupied in any

In

1961 they moved to a trailer

in Camper, near

the McFaddens. The next move, in 1963, was to the old
at Camper. Not everything was EIEIO,
though! It was a struggle to keep the place going. Here
Gomer started his own mechanic shop. He also worked
for Comstock on the power lines for a number of years.
In the last 15-20 years, however, he has spent his winters
commercial fishing on Lake Manitoba, and picking up
carpentry jobs in the summer. His love for old c¿rs, an-

McDonald farm

spare time we may have.

tiques, and swap meets have become an important side-

CHRISP FAMILY

line. His yard has become quite a landmark!
In 1975 their only daughter, Cheryl, was born. In addition to raising their family, Dorothy did some cooking, painting, and janitorial work. She is presently doing home care for the elderþ

Edward Thomas Chrisp was born in 1901 at Morden,
England. In 1907 he immigrated to Canada with his
parents and settled in Winnipeg, MB. In his earþ teens
(age 14 or 15) he fabricated his age and enlisted in the
army to fight in WWI. He became a private. However,

After high school, their son, John, attended the
Briercrest Bible College in Saskatchewan for four years.
In 1983, he married Irene Plett of Vidir, MB. They met
during her employment at the Starhawk Group Home

when his older brother, Alfred, discovered Bdward's juvenile enlistment he had him sent home.
In 1934 Edward marriedJoan Kathleen Wheeler. She
was the daughter of Henry and Jessie Wheeler. They
had also emigrated from England.Joan grew up in the

near Ashern. They have five sons: Matthew, Seth,
Joshua, Michael, and Daniel. For several years John
did seasonal work including tax services and work on
a farm and seed plant. Then he found employment at
Dueck Builder Mart in Arborg; after three years there
he returned to seminary to work on his Masters Degree in Biblical Studies and Archaeology. He now works
for the Christian Friends of Israel of Canada organization. He is, presently also, doing a research project on
the Jewish farm colony that was located in Camper
from 1910-1926.
David did farm work near Ashern for several years
before he married Shelley Tindall in 1982. He then
sta¡ted into carpentry which is his present occupation.
Shelley worked as a bank teller in Ashern. They made
their home near Camper and had two sons: Shane and
Tyler. They were later divorced.
Cheryl still lives at home and continues to work on
her education. She has one daughter named Jasmine.
Bdward Chrisp passed away in 1984. For the past
L2 years since then Dorothy's mother,Joan Chrisp, has
lived with them. She will be 80 this year. It is presently
a four generation household!

Walter Scott area where she received her first few years
of schooling. Later, they transferred to Birch Lake.
After their marriage Edward and Joan settled in
Mulvihill where they raised their family of four children.
Ellen married Gordon Capner of Deerhorn and had
three children. She passed away in 1985. Eddie married Beverly Shultz of Camper. They had three children.
Their youngest son Tim died in 1986. Dorothy ma¡ried
Gomer Plantz of Camper, and they had three children.
Elaine died of leukemia at the age of eight in 1949.
Besides raising her famiþJoan enjoyed doing oil paintings and other crafts. Crafts are still an important part of
her life.Joan became an avid bowler during their winter
in Osoyoos, BC. In 1970 she won the Five Pin Bowling
trophy! Edward enjoyed crossword puzzles and, also, did
beautiful needlework pictures.
In 1939 Edward again enlisted in the army for WWII.

He became a chauffeur where his responsibilities included the transport of dignitaries. (Edward had a¡r impeccable driving record - 50 years with no accidents or
even a ticket!) During this war, however, he sustained
an injury that necessitated the removal of one lung. This
caused many respiratory difficulties later in life.
After Gomer and Dorothy got married they resided
in Winnipeg for several years. Gomer was employed
as mechanic at River Brothers. While living in Winnipeg their sons, John (1956) and David (1958) were
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the barn and filled the mangers with hay. Mom and I
chased the cows to the slough for water. We baled water
out of the well with a pail into a trough. Then we milked
the cows. We were never boredlike today's kids might

CHRISTIANSEN

Torb & Olga
In

1904, Thorbjorn Christiansen (Torb) at three years

old came to Canada with his parents from Oslo, Norway. They lived in Winnipeg until 1914, when my grandfather decided to take up a homestead. At that time you
could buy 160 acres of land for $10. They moved with

say'

In

cattle in the fall, Dad purchased our first tractor, our first

pure bred hereford bull, a rubber tired trailer and a car.
We kids thought we were really rich with all these new

their five children to the Agriculhrre School district, nine
miles north east of Mulvihill. The first year they lived in
a small shack. My grandfather later sawed logs into lum-

ber and built

In

a huge eight

1948 the cattle prices were quite high. We sold our

things, especially the car.
In 1951 the Mulvihill Community Pasture was com-

ing through so the government bought us out. Dad
moved three and a half miles east of Mulvihill. I had
finished my grade eight at Agriculture School. My sisters and brother went to Mulvihill School. Dad drove
them in the winter and they walked in the summer. I
went to Eriksdale School for one year. Mom and Dad
could not afford to board me out, so I quit school and
helped at home, until I went to work at 17. My first job
was on a big grain farm cooking for $70 a month. I
worked there six months, then went to Winnipeg and

room house.

1934, Olga Goransky, born and raised in Camper,

came to work and help take care of my grandmother
who had MS. Grandmother passed away in 1935. That
same year Mom and Dad were ma¡ried. I am the oldest

of nine children. Born at Eriksdale in 1935, I started
school at nine, because there weren't enough children
to open the school. ln 1944-1945 I stayed with my Aunt
Myrtle and Uncle Hans Christia¡rsen in Winnipeg and
went to Lord Roberts School. In 1945 there were seven
children, so Agriculture School opened. We were short
one pupil to open the school, so my sister Grace, who

worked at Mid-West Produce, Eaton's mail order for the
Christmas rush, and at Royal Exchange Insurance Co.
where I remained until I got married in 1955.
After my father passed away in 1970, Mother farmed
with my brother Lorne, until 1972 when he left to work
in Alberta. Shortly after she sold her stock. In 1976 her
house burned down. After loosing her home she moved

was only five, was sent to school.

My brother, Lorne, and I set weasel traps on our way
to school. Each morning we would race to check our
traps. By the time trapping was over in the spring we
had nine weasels and a few squirrels. When we got our
fìrst fur cheque we bought a camera. Mom still has many
of the pictures which bring back fond memories.
Our closest neighbors, Claude Normans, lived a half
mile from us. InaNorman was ayear older than I. Every
Saturday in the winter Ina and I would go nine miles
with horse and cutter to pick up groceries for three fami
lies. The night before, Mom would put a big rock in the

to Winnipeg and worked there for two years. In 1978
she came back to Mulvihill. Rickie and I gave her a couple of acres of land on SW 12-23-6W, where she built
her house and still lives there today. Mom has a big vegetable garden in the summer plus her many flower gardens. In the winter she quilts and is kept busy carrying
in wood for her kitchen stove.
Mom and Dad had nine children.
- I am the eldest (See Rickie Lindell).
- Lorne and Sylvia live in Edmonton. Lorne works in
the oil fields. He also owns a¡rd operates a saw mill. Sylvia
is retired. Lorne has one son, Donny, in grade 12.
- Lloyd and Carole,live in Lockport. Lloyd works for
Manitoba Hydro. Carole teaches drivers ed. They have
two children. Harlan lives in Locþort and works as a
mechanic.Jacaþn and husband,Jimmy Gleich, live in

stove to get good and hot, She would wrap it in a sack
and put it in the foot of the cutter to keep our feet warm.
Some times our hands got so cold we could hardly tie
the horses up when we got to town. We bought coal oil

for the lamps, flour, sugar, tea, coffee, syrup, rolled oats
and tobacco. We had our own meat, milk, eggs and cream
and in the summer a big garden. Mom baked bread every

other day.

In the winter Mom knit mitts and socks out of raw
wool and Dad would sew moccasins.
Everything was done with horses. Dad went for a load
of hay one day and a load of wood the next. Mom and
we bigger kids did the chores. Lorne and Lloyd cleaned

Eriksdale. They have one son, Brody.
- Grace and husband, Garry Anderson, live in Warren. Garry works for Winnipeg Tlansit. They have two
sons. Randy and Lee live in Winnipeg and they have

3t2

three sons.Jason arid Cindy live in Warren. They have
two sons.Jason is a truck driver in Canada and the States.

Liz works at the North End Woman's Center as an
Administrative Assistant, Bruce is employed at Air

- Lillian and husband, Neil Garner,live in Kelowna.

Canada as an Air Frame Mechanic.
The Clearwater family presently reside in Winnipeg
on Scotia Avenue along the Red River.

They have two children. Blair lives in Vancouver and is
an architect. Shannon lives in Kelowna and is taking
dental assistance.

- Marilyn and husband, Freddie Fudge, live in
Tianscona. Freddie is retired from CN. Marilyn is still
employed. Mariþ and Freddie usually spend weekends

CLEARY
Charles & Rhonda

in Camper where they own a cottage. They have two
daughters. Tracy is going to university. She wants to be-

My name is Rhonda Alexis (Flinta) Cleary. I was born
on October 26, 1951, in Eriksdale and was the first of
four to Alexander and Mary Flinta.
Dad and Mom were mainly cattle and grain farmers
but also diversifìed by buying fish in the winter and frogs
in the summer. Needless to say there was not much
time for recreational activities.
I completed grades one to eight at the Clydebank
School. It was only a one room school house and all
eight grades were taught there. For the rest of my
schooling I was bussed into town where I attended
Eriksdale Collegiate.
I had three children. The fìrst was Robert (Robbie)
Dean Flinta born March 1,1967 in Eriksdale. In the fall
of that year I moved to Winnipeg. On May 25, 1968 I
married Peter K. Friesen and had my second son, Mark
Alexander on November 12, 1968 and our first daughter, Amanda Louise on February 8, 1970. Our marriage
only lasted a few years until we separated and eventually divorced in August, 1980.
Robbie went to Shaughnessy Park School in Winni
peg up to grade six. In grade seven he moved to Eriksdale and lived with his grandfather, Alex, and took his
schooling, grades seven through eleven. In 1984\85
Robbie returned to Winnipeg and completed his grade
twelve, at Tec Voc High School. He then went to work
for McEwen Construction doing landscaping for about
ayear. Following that he got a full time job with Munro
Construction as a heavy equipment operator. Robbie
has made his home in Eriksdale with his dog Brandy, a
German Shepherd.
Mark also went to Shaughnessy Park School; then
on to Sisler High where he graduated inJune 1986. After that he went to Red River Community College and
graduated from a two year Business Administration
course in June 1988. He then worked as an Account
Receivable Clerk in Eriksdale at the Lakeshore School
Division office until October 1994. Mark then enrolled

come an RCMP officer. Carrie's taking grade 12. Both
girls live at home.

- Bernice and husband, Victor Obirek, live in East
Selkirk. Victor is retired. Bernice is taking a nurse's aide
course. They have two children, Candace and Ashley,
both attending Selkirk School.
- Donna and husband, Ray Beaudin, live in Winnipeg. They own and operate two bicycle shops. One is
named Portage Cycle. Theyhave one daughter, Rachelle,
still living at home, is a doctor's receptionist.
- Irma and husband,Jim Paterson, live in Winnipeg.
Irma works for Scott Bathgate (Nutty Club).Jim had to
quit work due to muscular dystrophy. They have one
son Shawn, in grade one. Irma,Jim and Shawn spend
most weekends with Mom.

Mom says the only regret she has is that she never got
her driver's license. She finds life pretty lonely at times.

CLEARWATER

Bruce & Elizabeth
Elizabeth (Liz)Anne Bruce is the youngest daughter and child ofJack and Annie Bruce. She was born
on April 14, 1953 and went to school in Briksdale until
she graduated from grade 12. Liz then went to the
University of Manitoba and over the followingyears she
worked to get her masters degree in Human Ecology.
While going to the university she also worked for Air
Canada and enjoyed going on many trips with Bruce
and her mother.
InJune l976,Liz married Bruce Delbert Clearwater,
son of Charles and Harriet.
They now have two daughters; Melissa Ashley born
on October 5, 1985 and Ainsley Michelle born on November 10, 1989.
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in Civil Engineering Technology at Red River Community College in November 1994. During his time in Eriksdale he married Diane Eveþ, daughter of Wayne and
Lorraine Sanford on September 30, 1989 and had their
last name changed to Flinta. They have a home in Eriksdale and Diane marragcs her own shop Dianc's Hair Sa
lon.

Amanda (Mandy) took her education

at
Shaughnessy Park School, then went to Sisler High.
When she finished school she worked at a Robin's
Doughnut shop for two years' She then got a job at a
wood working shop, where she has been for the past
six years. Mandy still also works part time at a Robin's.
I met my second husband, Charles (Bud) Cleary in
1977. We lived together for about fifteen years before

Peggy & Cliff Connor

Our parents and their two children, Margaret and
Clifford, came to Canada in October 1920. Our mother
was one of the first war brides to come to Canada.
RhodaJohanna Lilley came to Canada in 1933, and
took up residence in a home built for her next to our
farmhouse in Briksdale. Our grandmother passed away
in 1936, and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
After a brief time working in Winnipeg, Dad and
Mother moved to the Interlake district. They lived at
Deer Hill for a few years. Dad purchased NE 9-22-5W,
Eriksdale municipality, in 1927.

we married on October 28, L992.

My husband, Bud worked for United Van Lines

as a

long distance truck driver. Once my children were older,
I started to travel with him and from enjoying it so much
I obtained my Class I license' We traveled throughout
all of Canada, seeing a lot of beautiful country and

meeting many interesting PeoPle.
We did this until August 1993, when Bud was hurt on
the job and was unable to drive any longer. Consequently
it changed our lives. We sold the truck and Bud will have
to be retrained for another job. Until he is healed and
back on his feet, we decided to become foster parents

We all have special memories of Eriksdale. The boys
remember hunting with their .22 tifles. Parhidge and

and now have a six year old girl.

prairie chicken provided many good meals. Snaring rab-

CONNOR
H.C. & Family
Henry Clifford Connor: born Chiswick, England, March
23, 1896.
Margaret RhodaLilley: born London, England, Sep-

tember 18, 1899.
Clifford came to Canada for the first time in 1912. He
came with friends of his family to see Canada, and help
bring their British cattle to their farm, just out of Winnipeg. Dad stayed and worked with this family for two
years; he liked Canada. In 1914, WWI started' He joined
the Canadian Army, returning to England with his regiment. He was stationed near Folkstone, Kent.
Dad met our mother while having his photo taken for
his parents. Mother was a professional photo fìnisher'
They were married at Folkstone in 1917.

Kay, Roma & Nola (inset) Connor
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bits and weasels provided their spending money. Many
a meal was rolled oats prepared in various ways, as our
parents, like many other families in the Depression, suffered many hardships. Mother told how she waited for
the hens to lay an egg so she could feed her children. A
calf the boys had earned for working had to be sold to
get food for the rest of the family.

Every spring Billy Blackwell would drive up with a
bundle of rhubarb. Mom would make us a treat of Rhubarb Betty.
We all agreed that one of the most memorable events
were the school field days. Our teachers gave us one
treat each. Imagine the anticipation wondering what treat
to choose. We were all so proud of our brother Derrick
(Norman) as he always took first prize in running. It was
such a huppy, friendly atmosphere though we were all
of different races, colors, creeds and religions.

SOth Anniversary
Michael, Jim, Lillían, Nola, Pat, Kay, Barbara,
Violet, Derrick, Roma, Dorothy.
John, Peggy, Cliff, Peggy

The Christmas concert was another highlight. All the
children participated in the program and Santa always
appeared with a bag of treats.
Our first religious instruction was the Anglican Sun-

Margaret, born at Folkstone, England 1918, attended
school at Deer Hill and Eriksdale, married Gilbert Bird

day School by post. Later, Miss Wagstaffe, and Miss
Adams, Anglican Mission teachers, taught us. They
founded the first Girl Guide and Brownies in Eriksdale.
The highlight of this was a trip to Winnipeg for Phyllis,
Kay and Roma to see King George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1939.
The biggest event in our family's life was to see our
parents celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. What
a¡r occasion with all the family and 33 grandchildren at-

in 1938, lived at Lily Bay, moved to Winnipeg and had
four children: and eight grandchildren. Margaret now
lives in Red Deer.

Clifford, born at Folkstone, England in 1919, served
with the Canadian Merchant Navy in WWII, married
Margaret (P"SSy) Simpson in 1956. They have two children. He is now retired.
Norman, born in Winnipeg in 1920, served in the
Canadian MerchantNavy and the Royal Canadian Navy
during WWII, married Nora Sondraal in 1954, residing
at New Westminister, BC, had one daughter, Norman
passed away in L977.
Allan, born in Winnipeg in February 1922. Deceased
December 12,1922. Buried in Winnipeg.
Arthur, born in Winnipeg in 1923, served in the Royal
Canadian Army Service Corps during WWII, married
May Gibson in 1947. They had four children and are
now retired at Kelowna, BC.
Phyllis, born in Anola in 1926, married Marcel
Anseeuw in 1944. They had five children and ten grandchildren. Marcel passed away in 1993. Phyllis lives in

tending. We all welcomed our dear friends, Mrs. Stramm
a¡rd Mrs. Wilson, from Eriksdale.
We also, had a great celebration for Mother on her

90th birthday. It was hard to believe that our mother,
being an only child, now had over 100 descendants.
George Stramm, our old neighbor, and his wife, Chris,
attending made the event complete. When WWII was
announced in 1939, Dad joined the Canadian Army. The
farm was sold, and the family moved to Fort Garry in
1940. Dad served until the war ended in 1945.
After the war, liking counÇ life, Dad moved the family to Whitemouth, MB.
In 1964 Mother and Dad retired in Calgary, AB because so many of the family had moved west and the

Winnipeg.

climate was milder.
Our parents passed away, Dad in 1969 at the age of
73, Mother in 1991 at the age of 91. They are laid to rest
at Calgary, AB.

Kathleen, born in Eriksdale in 1928, married Peter
Stem in 1949, had two daughters and two grandchildren.
Peter passed away in 1989, Kay is retired in Winnipeg,
Roma, born in Eriksdale in 1931, married George
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Mrs. Cook was active in the community. She played
the organ for the church services that were held in the
school during the summer months. In the winter she
would accompany a violin player with the piano at the
school dances, also held in the school.
Mrs. Cook worlçcd as a midwife in the community
for twenty-five yea.rsr even delivered second generation

Sinclair in 1951, had three boys and seven grandchildren. George passed away in 1983. Roma lives in the
Calgary area.

Lillian, born at Eriksdale in 1933, married Joe
Veitenheimer in 1960, had two children and two grandchildreu. They are retired at Elko, BC.
Patricia., born in Eriksdale in 1934, married Richard
Herntier in 1955, had two children and two grandchil-

babies. She had a great knowledge of medicine of the
day and a talent for knowing what to do and often went
out on sick calls.
The doctor from Eriksdale would call in when travelling in the district. After dinner he would put his feet up
on the heater to rest and Mrs. Cook would have to remind him he may be needed in Eriksdale. The doctor

dren. They reside at Bloomington, Minn., USA'
Barbara, born in Eriksda.le in 1935 - deceased Calgary, AB 1991, married Lorrte Molinski in 1956, had three

children and five grandchildren.
Violet, born in Eriksdale in 1937, married Art Knopf
in 1957,have two children and three grandchildren. They
reside at Whitemouth, MB.
Dorothy, born in Eriksdale in 1938, married Douglas
Orr in 1958, has three children and three grandchildren.
In 1980 Dorothy married Barry Armstrong and resided
in Kamloops, BC until she passed away in 1993.
Michael, twin of Dennis, born in Winnipeg in 1942,

enjoyed discussing politics with William.
Their place was a half-way stop for travellers. Some
would stop to eat, and feed their horses, and others
would stay overnight. The Native people would drop in
on their way. Mother always gave them a loaf of her
home-made bread and some milk. One Native man used
to bling his violin, and stay past bed time.

married Sharon Reidyin lgTS,havethree children. They
reside in Red Deer, AB. One of mother's happiest moments was when Michael and Sharon had lunch with
Queen Elizabeth II, on her royal visit to Red Deer.
Dennis, twin of Michael, born in Winnipeg in 1942'
Deceased Winnipeg, 1943. Buried in WestKildonan, MB'

COOK FAMILY
Sarah Amanda Victoria Blackwell was born in Huron
County, ON, August 29,1877, the youngest daughter of

Ir

Tomas Blackwell (1827-1898) and CatherineJane Corbett
Blackwell (1838-1904). Sarah Amanda died April, 1940

Mrs Cook & her sisíter

There was no TV or even a radio for many years, but
we managed to keep busy. In winter it was school dances,

and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery. WilliamJames
Blackwell was born February 10, 1988 in Davisburg,

box socials and concerts for the young and old. The
women got together and hand quilted quilts. Men would
kill their beef and pork, and cure the hams for a later
day. There was butter to be made, and clothes to be
washed by hand and scrubbed on those old corrugated
wash boards. The rough board scrubbecl the skin off the

Michigan, USA (Flint) Died April 5, 1965; buried in
London, ON.
Sarah Blackwell and WilliamJ. Cook were married
in Ontario, November 4, 1908. They moved to Riding
Mountain, MB and later to Carman, MB. They took up
their homestead in Macross district in 1912.
After Sarah passed away in 1940, William Cook had
a farm sale. All the children except Leslie had moved
to British Columbia. Following the sale, Les and his
father also went to BC. The following year William
James went back to Ontario.

knuckles, too.

Sarah got to know most everyone in the
neighborhood. Her first close friends wete, Mrs. Taylor,
Mrs. Kingsley and Mrs. Maclennan,
Three of the children remain today:
George and Ethel live in BC. Edna is in London, ON.
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Edna worked as a real estate broker for twenty-five years
- now retired a youngeighly-one years.

She swears those cattle had water pipes for guts.
Miss Otson was probably the first teacher in Macross

Children:

and that her brother, George Otson, was named after

Sarah Elizabeth, born September 22, 1909. Died

her.

1964. Married Edwin Dagmar Stefansson, an Icelander

whose parents came from Iceland and travelled across
Canada by oxcart. Had four children: William Dagmar,

COUPLAND FAMILY

born December, 1932; twins, born February 26,1934,
Constance Elizabeth andJoyce Edwina, and Gaye Marie,
born March 8, 1938. Gaye married Robert Brown and

Mymother (Adlatt Gertrude Mcl.eod) was born in 18g7
near Shoal Lake, MB to a farm family. She attended
school in that district, and moved to Winnipeg in her
late teens, where she worked in a dentist's office. My
father (ThomasJohn Winfred Coupland) was born in
1880 to a clerg'yman's family in southern Ontario. He
graduated from high school at too early an age to train
as a teacher - the role that he had been expected to fill.

they farm in Pelly, SK; had three boys and one daughter.

Elmer Burton, born August27,I9II; died February

16, 1992. Buried in Comox. Married Pearl Viola
Malcolm, his teenage sweetheart. They had two children, Shirley Anne and Burton.
Edna Mary, bornJuly 2, LgL[ marriedJohn Mitchell
Smith of England on August 2I, 1937. No children.
George Otson, born June 28, 1917, married Laura
Patterson of Winnipeg. They now live at Qualicium
Beach, BC; had two children; Lloyd and Cheryl.
Leslie Corbett, born December 10, 1918; died February 1, 1994 in Chilliwack, BC. MarriedJennie Lee of
Newfoundland and had five children, four girls and one
son. Douglas was killed by a truck when he was just five.
Marilyn is a nurse and lives in Dawson Creek and has
three girls. Betty Lee married Bill Rivers, has one son
and lives in White Horse. Kathy and Valerie are both
married and live in Chilliwack.
Ethel Lillian, bornJanuary 4,lg2l, married Thomas
Bryant and had two sons; Reginald, bornJanuary 21,
married Christine Anderson (1978) and Steven born
March 24, 1955. Reginald and Christine had ¡¡¿o children; Laura Anne, }ilay 23, 1979 and lan, November

Instead he moved to Winnipeg and worked as free-lance
photographer and later for the Engineering Department
of the city. About 1908 he became involved in the financial industry and soon moved to the United States. For a
few years he combined his photographic a¡ld investment

skills while guiding investors to properties in Central
America. In 1917 he returned to Winnipeg to join the
army. However, because of illness, he missed his draft
overseas and was kept on duty in Canada.

My mother and father were married in Winnipeg in
1918 and I was born in 1920. There were no other children of the marriage. The family lived in Winnipeg, except for a yeú or so in Portage la Prairie, until 1932.
The market crash of 1929 left my father unemployed
and in 1932 my parents decided to join the Back to the
Land movement. They settled on NW 28-22-6W, 1.5
miles north and 0.5 miles west of Nord School. Their
main activities involved cattle, turkeys and hogs - one
year receiving an award for the Manitoba grand champion hog. In 1956 my parents left the farm and came to
live with my family in Saskatoon. Within a year they
purchased our house and developed it into a nursing
home. My mother continued to look after elderly persons for some years. She died in 1974 of various com-

28, 1983.
Vera Kathleen was born May 23, I9I2; died at four
months,
Edna Remembers:

Her folks never talked much about those pioneer
days, The men and women worked together picking
stones and clearing the land.
Farmers repairing the roads with scraper and shovels. Money earned went towards the taxes.

plications.

I

attended Nord School for grade eight and took
grades nine and ten there by correspondence. I attended Eriksdale High School for grade 11 in 19361937, where I boarded with Mrs. Gardiner. The following year I received a scholarship to take the first year
of the Diploma Course in Agriculture at the University
of Manitoba. I left the farm in 1941 to begin a career as

Her father taking a five gallon can of cream to the
creamery and the cheque was $1.98.
Mother heating stones to put in the sleigh box to
keep Dad warm on those trips to town.
Pumping water by hand for thirty head of thirsty cows.
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katchewan, which created for him the department of
plant ecology. He was head of the department until 1983,
when he retired and it was joined with the crop science

a biological scientist.

Butterworth of Winnipeg in
1945. We have one child, Lorraine (Lori) Dawn, born
in Saskatoon in 1949. She married Gustavo Pocobelli
in 1969. They have three children - Marc, Gaia, and
Adrian - all bilingual in Frcnch and English a¡rd also
conversant in Italian. At this time (199a) Marc and Gaia
are well into their university studies, whereas Adrian is
still in high school. Lori graduated from university in
Computational Science and is in charge of a computer
group at the headquarters of Federated Co-operatives
Ltd. Gustavo is a professor of physics at the University

I married Irene Gladys

department.

Coupland's study of natural grasslands is world renowned and his three reference hooks have influenced
the use of grasslands in many countries. Since 1982
he has led a team of scientists from the U of S in a
project to slow down the encroaching desert in northern China."

COWDERY
Robert & MarY

of Saskatchewan.
Between 1941 and 1948, I worked with the Canadian
Departments of Agriculture and of Forestry during the

Our grandfather Robert Cowdery, a carpenter of sailing
ships by trade, came to Canada in 1905 from Great Yarmouth, England. He settled two miles west of Eriksdale

summers and attended the Universities of Manitoba and
Nebraska during the winters achieving the doctorate

-

became head of the Department of
PlantEcology atthe University of Saskatchewan. My speciality is the ecology of natural grasslands. My interest
was confined to the rangelands of the prairie provinces

in

1949.

In

1948

I

in the Hartfield area.

until 1961 when I became involved with missions overseas, These expanded to the pointwhere, by 1969I was
coordinating research in 34 countries' Since 1982 my
principal international involvement has been in the People's Republic of China, where I have led a program
that aims to upgrade the grassland scientists throughout
that country. I have written three of the five books that
have been published on the natural grasslands of the
world. I retired from my teaching duties in 1985, but
have continued my research at the U of S in the capacity
of Professor Emeritus.
Since 1988 I have visited Eriksdale once or twice each
year as a guest of Everet and Margaret Sidwall - the only

Cowdery house
(torn down by grandson Dan Watson, 1987)

one of my fellow classmates at Nord School who still
lives in that former school district.
Taken from the Star Phoenix (Saskatoon) Friday

His wife Mary and children, Bert and Dorothy, followed a year later when Dorotþ was three years old.
Their son, George, was born in Canada.
The Cowderys had an experimental farm, growing
among other things, several different fruits. Granny was

June 30, 1995.

"A world-renowed grasslands ecologist from

Saskatoon has been appointed to the Order of Canada.
Professor emeritus Robert Thomas Coupland has been

appointed officer of the order for lifetime achievements
in his fìeld.
Coupland was born in Winnipeg and raised in rural
Manitoba, near Eriksdale. He studied at the universities of Manitoba and Nebraska and graduated with a
doctorate in botany

In

in

the local midwife and they also had the PO in their home
as

well as keeping precipitation records for their area.
The Cowdery children:
Bert married Anne Palmer and they spent many years

in Alberta.

1946.

George never married, but lived on the original farm,

1948 he joined the faculty at the University of Sas318
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first caring for his mother after she was widowed and
then living and farming by himself until his death in 19B4.
Dorothy married George Watson of Scotch Bay. (See

poned untilJuly.
Peter continued to work at the foundry until 1958.
Together we bought a farm along the shores of Lake
Manitoba, 16 miles west of Ashern, and known as the
Ralph Conner school area. (See: Täming the Wilderness). I continued to work in the city while Peter prepared the land and lake shore for a recreation area,
later to be called Peter's Lodge.
Besides the work at the lodge, Peter and I spent the
winter months doing ceramics. We made souvenirs for
sale and some custom work as well.
After 18 years we retired and built our home on an
acreage in Mulvihill. A big garden and yard kept us busy,
and we continued with ceramics. For a while I taught
ceramic classes, and many people enjoyed making
lovely vases, animals, cups, etc. for their own home or

George Watson).

CRONLEY
Thomas & Ina
My Uncle Tom (my mother's brother) was born in England and came to Canada in the early 1900's. He was a
bricklayer by trade, and one of the buildings he worked
on was the Orpheum Theatre in Winnipeg. He ma¡ried
Ina Nichols in Wisbech, England. They came to live on
Uncle Tom's homestead in Manitoba's Interlake on NW
2I-21-5W. Mother came to Manitoba to stay for a time
with her sister-in-law while Uncle Tom was away working in Winnipeg. Uncle Tom went overseas in 1916 and
was killed in action the same year. Dennis, the oldest
boy, remembers living in an apartment across from the
Union Station and waving to his dad as the troop train

gifts.
Peter loved fishing, and he spent many enjoyable
hours of his retirement at the sport. Peter passed away in
1987.

I have many hobbies. Painting pictures (I am a member of the Village Artists), crocheting, ceramics, and
volunteer work add to my enjoyment. I am an active
member of the E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital Guild.
Peter's Lodge is now known as Oak Bay Lodge,
owned by Dick and Martha Klassen.

went out. Dennis had two younger brothers, Douglas
and Terrance. Auntie Ina died in 1921. When the boys
were in their teens they moved to northern Ontario to
get work. Dennis settled in Bar Falls, Douglas and
Terrance near lgnace. Dennis still lives close to his family in Balmertown, ON.

CURL

CUIKALO
Peter & Mary

William & lsabella
William Reuben Curl (December 21, 1856 - February
28, 1935) was born in Calne, Wiltshire, Bngland to
William and Ann (Dickson) Curl. Isabella Howe (June

l,MaryYatzik, am the oldest daughter of Lorry and Rose
Yatzikfrom Divide, SK. Peter was the third oldest son of
Steven and Anna Cuikalo of Arnes, MB.
I spent my school daysin a rural school in Divide, after
which I worked at several places, finally settling in at
Swift Canadian Co. in Winnipeg. I worked for 12 years
at the St. Boniface Hospital prior to Swift's.
Peter was a wheel moulder with Dominion Wheel in
St. Boniface, a foundry where they made the wheels
for trains.
I had cousins working at the same foundry and I
attended a company banquet with them, This is when I
met Peter.
We planned to be married inJune of 1950. This was
the year of the big flood in Winnipeg. Due to circumstances caused by the flood our wedding was post-

19, 1862 -January 4,1957) was born in Enniskillen, North-

ern lreland. They were married onJuly 25,1884.
They had fìve children:
WilliamJohn (November 29, 1885 - December 1,
1962), Isabella Ann (September 2,1887 - November 21,
1969), and Matilda (May 8, 1890 - November 3, 1948)
were born in Headley, Surrey, England. Mabel (June 4,
1894 - September 24,1982) was born in Runcton, North

Mundham, Sussex, Bngland. Kathleen Maud (|uly

1,

1904) was born in Havant, Hampshire (Hants), England.

WilliamJohn (Will) was the first one of the family to
come to Canada. He came across in 1907, and his sisters, Isabella (Belle) and Matilda (Tillie), came in 1910.
In April 1911 the rest of the family c¿une over. They left
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away in October, 1995 after a short stay in the Eriksdale
Personal Care Home.

their home in Hampshire and boarded a ship called the
Tunisian, at Liverpool, England. They arrived at Halifax where they took the train, travelling to Winnipeg so
that they could joinJohn, Belle, and Tillie. Easter Sunday was spent on the train.
Will contracted typhoid fever in 1910, when in Saskatchewan, and nearly died. As a result of the fever he
was deaf, He could notjoin the army so filed on a home-

CUSHNIE
Roy & Marjorie
Roy and Marjorie moved to Eriksdale district in 1964
with their family of six children: Donna, Richard, Rita,
Daniel, Shirley, and Ken. Dad had heard about Eriksdale from Earl Meyers when they worked together in
Selkirk putting in water and sewer lines.
They built a house three miles south of Eriksdale by
#6 highway. At that time it was still gravel from St.

stead (SW 6-23-6W) and he spent the rest of his life
there except for a few winters in Winnipeg.
William and Isabella also lived on the homestead,
when William retired from the City of Winnipeg in 1926.
He received a pension from them. At that time there

no Old Age Pernion.
In later years, after William passed away, Will,

was

Laurent to Briksdale.
I recall coming here with Dad, with a load of pre-fab
walls he had made for the house. We lived on the outskirts of Winnipeg then. We had many flat tires each trip.
We stayed over the weekend sleeping on the floor under

Isabella, and Kath spent the winters in Winnipeg so that
their mother could be closer to a doctor.

Mabel worked as a secretary for CPR and only came
to the farm on weekends. Later she retired and stayed in
Winnipeg until 1974. She then moved to Eriksdale to

the stars,
We all went to school in Eriksdale, excepting the two

live at the Villa.

youngest children.

Alldritt set up a homestead near Oatfield
(SW 1-23-7W) in 1919, after he returned from the First
George F.

In

Mom and Dad went their separate ways'
Mom is now living in the Pebble Beach area. Dad remarried Muriel Dyck and was working at Assinaboine

World War. Belle worked in Winnipeg untilJanuary 26,
1921 when they were married. They lived on the homestead until George passed away. Belle then moved back

1967

Downs until he became ill. He also worked around Eriksdale as a jack of many trades, cleaning at the school,

home and the farm was sold to Alice Murphy. Belle
passed away athome in 1969.
Tillie married Jack Gordon of Aberdeen, Scotland,
on May 22,1923 and they lived in Winnipeg.
Kath lived on the farm until it became necessary to
go to Winnipeg for the winters (t0S0) on her mother's
account. ln L974 she moved into the Vlla. Kath passed

cutting grass, carpentry, garbage hauling and repairing
many things. Dad and Muriel also had a green house
and offered many bedding plants for sale.
My mother is retired, keeps busy with her garden,
and enjoys knitting.

ç

Eriksdale Traíl Busters marchíng ín 4-H Rally parade
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also now orders and does purchase orders for E.M.
Crowe as well as Ashern Hospital and Lundar PCH.
Wandis has in the past been involved as a leader with
4-H and a Brownie troop and actively participates each
year with the figure skating club.
Merle and Wandis were married November 25,1972
and have three children. Daniel was bornJuly 5,1975,
Curtis was born May 10, 1978 and Sabrina was born

October 29, 1982. Daniel graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate inJune, 1993, and has been employed by Crocus

Conshuction up to this present time. He is a volunteer
fire fighter with the Eriksdale Fire Dept. and has completed the provincial Level I fìre fighting practices.Daniel
and Curtis both have been involved with 4-H, karate,
hockey, and curling clubs. Curtis and Sabrina are still
attending school in Eriksdale. Curtis participates, as does
Sabrina in most school sports. Sabrina also enjoys figure
skating, curling, and playing her guitar.

DESJARLAIS
Alex & Therese

The Day Family: Merle, Curtis

Wandis, Sabrina & Daniel (1994)

Therese Heroux was born on September 23, Lg27 to
Frank and Louise (Bellon) Heroux. (See Heroux) .InLg47
she married Alexander Desjarlais in Eriksdale.

DAY
Merle & Wandis

Alex lived with George and Pauline Desjarlais of
Abbeville district (See George and Pauline Desjarlais;

Alvin Merle Day was born May 15, 1950 in Killarney,
MB the eldest child and only son of Russel and Lenore

W to W, p. 338) They farmed at Frank Heroux's a while,
then moved to Abbeville. They worked for Bud Lapka
of Chatfield, then farmed in the area.

(Tole) Day. Merle received his education and graduated

from Killarney Collegiate. He worked part time for the
Co-op grocery store and began full time employment
with Manitoba Hydro inJuly, l968.Working for Manitoba Hydro took Merle from south western Manitoba to
the Interlake. He worked in the Selkirk area for a few
months and then in the spring of 1969, he travelled north,
up PTH #6 to Lundar. Working for the hydro took him
throughout the Interlake and to parts of northern Manitoba but on the weekends he was always drawn back to
the Lundar - Eriksdale area.
One of these attractions turned out to be his wife
Wandis Rae Dowsett, the only child of Raymond and
Elaine Dowsett of Eriksdale. Wandis went to school in
Eriksdale and is employed atthe E.M Crowe Memorial
Hospital where she has worked since 1982, except for
the time off to have and raise their children. Wandis acquired her nurse's aid training and certificate in 19B2,
and has gone on to do the CSR duties since 1987. She

Alex, Rita, Therese, Orville
Shírley (Rita's daughter), Louíse & Frank Heroux,
Dorothy (l98Ol
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They had four children. Rita and Dorothy were born
in Eriksdale Hospital. Rita born in 1950, married Neil
Pottinger and has one daughter. They reside in BC.
Dorothyborn in 1954, married Ed Young (divorced) and
married Larry Butlar and has two daughters. They reside

in Winnipeg.

In 1956 they moved to Winnipeg where Alex worked
for Acme Chrome for many years. Therese worked at
White Hall Cleaners and also the General Hospital.
Frankie was born in 1956. Frankie was killed in 1962,
at the age of six, and is buried in Abbeville Cemetery.
Orville, born in 1958, married Terry, has one son and
one daughter and reside in Winnipeg.

Alex passed away in August, 1985 after a long illness
and is buried in Brooklands Cemetery in Winnipeg'
Therese, now retired (April, 1995), enjoys her grandchildren and her music. She is a good violin player and
has her own band who play at her club and Senior Citizens'homes.

DEVLIN

Janet & Art Devlín (1953)

Art & Janet

As Eriksdale was the nearest town with a United
Church, that is were Janet and Art became members.
Mike was married there also when Bmily Berg, an Briksdale girl, became his bride. Linda also became a mem-

The Devlin family, consisting ofJanet and Art, Mike (fìfteen) and Linda (fìve) moved from Winnipeg to a farm 17
miles east of Eriksdale in November 1953. Farming had
always been a dream of Art's, but unfortunately,Janet,
being a city girl, was not completely prepared for no hydro, no running water, wood stoves and farm animals'
But, by March 1954, the hydro was in and Janet soon
became a farmer - chopping kindling, carrying water, as-

ber during high school years.

Another event that Art became involved in was figure
skating. He had been interestedin dancei¡Saskatoon and
having met Carol Ross who was ta}ing skating lessons in
Winnipeg, he soon had her become his dance partner.
They became the Skater's Waltzpar at Winter Carnivals
in both Eriksdale arid Lundar.
Jarret and Art retired from the farm in 1972 a¡d moved
to Winnipeg where Art worked for Indian Affairs. They
later moved to BC and lived in Surrey, then Burnaby.
The family lost Art suddenly inJune 19 8 I andJanet p assed
away in April 1986.
Mike and Emiþ, after living in Winnipeg for several
years, moved to Gimli, raising three sons; Scot, Kent and
Doug. Mike now is a Mutual Group Representative and
Bmily works at the Gimli Early/Middle School as a secrctary. The children and grandchildren are now scattered from Gimli to Kenora ON to Houston Texas.
After graduation from high school in Poplarfield, Linda
attended the University of Manitoba where she received

sistingwith lamb births and everything else thatwent on.
In the eighteen years that they lived on the farm, Art
andJanet made many improvements and switched from
mixed farming to beef cattle and sheep. Both Mike and
Lindawere active in the fa¡m work - Mike taking an Agriculture Diploma Course at Brandon and University of
Manitoba and going on to work for Feed-Rite. Linda and
her horses spent many hours with both cattle and sheep,
after school, weekends and summer vacations.
Janet and Art had belonged to a square dance club in
St. Vital before moving and now missed the social event.

with the co-operation and some equipmentfrom some
St. Vital club friends a¡rd some new Eriksdale friends,
the Eriksdale Square Dance club was established. The
old Community Centre became the home of this Saturday night event.
So

a
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teaching certificate. She taught two yenxs in Moosehorn,

then taught kindergarten in Eriksdale for several years.
She also assisted in a pre-school group. In 1982 Linda
moved to BC where she and her partner, Gord Venema
own and operate a dairy farm near Chilliwack.

-Stan married Charlotte Hanslip and had fìve children:
Blsie, Art, Ray, Allen, and Clayton. They lived in Eriks-

dale.

-Bric married Kay Proceriat and had two boys, Eric
andJack. They lived in Winnipeg.
-Art married Marion Berkowski and had one son, Tom.
They left for California in 1948.
-Frank marriedJill from Toronto and had trvo children:
David and Michelle.
-Roy married Blanche Wallin and had five children:
Doug, Bonnie, Barbie, Norma and Allen. They also lived
in Winnipeg.
Of the seven boys, Eric is the only one left. He lives in
Winnipeg in a seniors home at the age of 87 years.
I, Art, was born in 1931 and lived here until 1946. We
moved to Rorketon for a couple of years and I came back
to Eriksdale, lived here four to five years, then lived in

DOWSETT FAMILY
Ernest John Dowsett & Family
Dowsetts came to Canada in 1907 arid settled in Winnipeg (Norwood). My grandfather, ErnestJohn, was a machinist and worked for Dominion Bridge until he joined
the army in 1914 and went overseas in 1915.
In 1915 my grandmother moved to Sharpewood with
the seven boys via Poplarfìeld where Steve Ledahowski

took them by oxen to Norman Stegall's quarter which
was I/2 mile east of where Kopec's live now.
In those days all the quarters had settlers on them,
many of which had no idea of how to farm.
My dad told me my grandmother made a special trip

Mulvihill for

16

years.

I moved back here in

1967.

to Winnipeg to get 50 chickens for laying hens. She bought

50 pullets and 50 roosters as she figured each pullet
needed a husband!
They survived out there for fìve years, then my grandmother went back to Winnipeg with the boys.
Tom, the oldest, stayed in Winnipeg,Jack went back
to England. My dad, Stan came back to Briksdale, where
he worked for Charlie Topp on the farm that was two
miles north of where Hector Monkman lives now. The
rest of the boys went to school in Winnipeg; Eric, Art,
Frank and Roy.
Some of the people out in the Sharpewood area were:
Steggels, Ledahowski's, Leonards, Walkers, Stansels,
Swansons, Orchards, Innis, Kassners, Cassidys, Popinks

Arthur & Margaret Dowsett

and Sharps. To come from Sharpewood to Briksdale in
those days, with oxen, was an all day trip.
My dad worked for Topps and then Ed Adams soft
drink making plant, then on toJohnny Forsyth's looking
a"fter cattle, pigs, etc. He started working for the CNR in
1928. As he was only seasonal for a few years, he cut
wood around town with a sawing machine and worked
here and there until he became full time with the CNR.
He retired in May, 1970 and passed away in August the

Art Dowsett the son of Stanley and Charlotte (Hanslip)
married Margaret Lundale, daughter of Sam andJean
Lundale of Mulvihill, October, 1952.
They had three children:

The Dowsett Family

Linden, was killed in an airplane accident, age 21.
Robin married Roland Lamoureux of Ile des Chenes,
MB, where they reside with two boys, Kêvin and Brett.
Authur DowsettJr., married Dawn Kauppila, daughter of Paul and Eleanor Kauppila. They have four children:Jay, Ashleigh, Melanie and Daryl. They live in Ile

ifbm married Ruth Lindberg and lived in Winnipeg.

des Chenes.

same year.

Art worked

They had one son named Glen.
Jack left for England and married but had no family.

at the Eriksdale Creamery for many years;

and the last26 years with the Lakeshore School Division.
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White store and was part-time cook and waitress at the
Eriksdale Hotel. She worked as enumerator, poll clerk,
DRO for Municipal, Provincial and Federal elections as
well as census taker several times.
Elaine became involved in the Community Club, Legion, 4-H, Anglican WA, Hospital Guild and later the
United Church choir. In 1971, she started a full time job

Margaretworked at the B.M. Crowe Hospital for 18 years
and with Versa Services in the Health District for nine
years. Both are retired and live in Eriksdale.

for Lakeshore School Division as school secretary. In
1972, she moved to the

Division Office

as accounts pay-

able clerVsecretary, and later secretary-treasurer/returning officer. Also, she is revising officer for the Munici-

pality.
Wandis Rae, their only child, was born December 21,
1955 atBriksdale Hospital. She attended school in Briks-

Raymond &

El

ne

dale. On November 25, 1972 she married Merle Day
from Killarney, MB. Merle works for Manitoba Hydro
and is stationed at Lundar. Wandis is a certified health
care aide and works at Eriksdale Hospital in the Central
Service Room a¡rd Purchasing. They have three children;

wsett

Raymond S. Dowsett is the third child of Stan and Charlotte Dowsett (now Yaworski), born onJuly 20, 1933 in
Eriksdale. He attended school mainly in Eriksdale, but
also in Ashern and Rorketon.
In 1950 he worked a short time for CNR and in May,
1950 started working for AJ. Smith and Son. Ray worked

Daniel Stanley was bornJuly 5, I97 5, CurtisJames Russell
was born May 10, 1978, and Sabrina Rae Ann was born
October 29, L982.

at Smith's until 1963. During those 13 years he also
worked at other jobs; carpentry, painting and custodian
at Eriksdale School, after regular working hours and on
weekends. He still found time to hunt ducks, geese and
big game, a favorite pastime of his.
Ray has been a volunteer fire fighter for many years
and is currently deputy fire chief for the Eriksdale Fire
Department. Ray is always ready to lend a helping hand

DREGER

Randall & Nicole
Randall (Randy) Scott Dreger was born in Tieherne, MB,
October 9, 1968. He is the second of four sons born to

Clarence and Caroline (Kenyon) Dreger' His family
moved from Cypress River to Neepawa and finally settled in Langenberg, SK. Randy moved to Briksdale in
1985 to live with his aunt, Phyllis Lamb and worked on
her dairy farm. In 1988 he ma¡ried Nicole Dawn Boss,
the daughter of Lorne and Lynn Boss. (See Lorne Boss).
Randy and Nicole lived in Eriksdale on the corner of
lst St. and 2nd. Ave. with their daughter, Amber Dawn,
bornJanuary 16, 198B. Randy worked at various jobs
until the spring of 1990 when he joined Manitoba Hydro. In the fall of 1990 they moved to Winnipeg, MB.
Here, Nicole took her Developmental Services Certificate at Red River Community College, and Amber attended their day care on campus. After graduating she
worked in the city for one year at East Side Thames.

to all his famiþ, friends, and the community.
In 1963 Ray started working for the RM of Eriksdale
as grader/snowplow operator. He worked in this position for 28 years until early retirement in 1991.
On April25, 1954 Ray married Blaine M. Breckman,
third daughter of Palina and Walter Breckma¡r from Lundar. Elaine was born March 5, 1936; attended Lundar
School, enjoyed all sports, singing and hand work. She
belonged to the Lutheran Church choir and theJunior
choir, Girl Guides, sewing clubs, Icelandic club and par-

ticipated in local plays, concerts and festivals. She
later attended Success Commercial College in Winnipeg, and worked as a comptometer operator at Gaults
Wholesale Ltd. in the Credit Department.
After moving to Eriksdale, Blaine started baby-sitting
for several people, worked as part-time telephone op-

In the summer of 1992 Randy and Nicole moved back
to Eriksdale and purchased a farm from Blsie and Dan
Rawluk. On May 17, 1993 their son Aaron Scott was

erator for Mrs.Jeffers, clerked atJ.L. Whitney's Red and

born.
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In the spring of

1994 Randy and Nicole went into

(Peterson) of Winnipeg.

partnership with David Gleich purchasing wild boars.
Currently, Randy is still working with Manitoba Hydro and Nicole is a resource co-ordinator for Briksdale
Community Resource Counselling.

August 1956 we purchased the NW 4-22-4W in the
Rural Municipality of Eriksdale fromJim and Augustine
Walker. Eastland School was located on the NW corner
of this same quarter section. This school is still standing
there today.

Our first experience to see this land was interesting.
#6 highway was having major work, preparing for pav-

DREWS

ing. We were towed around the curve at Deerhorn.

Brad & Diana

July 1, 1957 we moved from Winnipeg into the log

Brad was born in Winnipeg on August 16, 1963. He grew
up in the St. Andrews/Lockport area. He went to school

house situated on our new farm. Other buildings were:
hip roof barn, granaries, chicken coop and a dug well.
This well went dry before winter set in. This was only a
seepage type well or sand point, as they were called. We
moved 30 head of cattle from his brother's farm at
Lakeland, MB. We melted snow to water those cows after the slough went dry that winter. The hydro had only
been in the Eastland district a few years before.
Before leaving the city, we purchased a pre fab cottage package,20' x24',from Beaver Lumber for the sum
of $900. Delivery date was late September. Early Octo-

in Lockport and then Selkirk. After high school he went
to the University of Winnipeg and the University of
Manitoba. He then graduated with a Bachelor of Bducation.

Diana was born in Winnipeg onJuly 31, 1961. She
grew up in the St. Boniface area of Winnipeg. She went
to several schools in the St. Boniface area and graduated
from Nelson Mclntyre Collegiate.
Brad and Diana were marriedJuly 11, 1986, in Holy
Cross Church in St. Boniface. They moved to Briksdale

ber, we started to assemble our new house.

in August of 1986 due to ajob offer. Brad was to teach in
Briksdale School for Lakeshore School Division.

EarlyJanuary, Harold lost his thumb to the power
take-off on the Cockshutt 30 tractor. We finally moved
into our new house February 13, 1958.
Täxes that first year were $64, leased land $10 a quarter section and hay and wood permits $5 per quarter.

They then had three boys. Their first son, Joshua
Julius, was born March 15, 1988. Their second son, Tyler
Jarrett, was born on July 29, 1989. Their third son,
Nicholas Raymond, was born on October 30, 1990. Each
arrived under the care of doctors and nurses in the St.
Boniface General Hospital.

We leased land at Tipperary,

N

L/2 3-22-4W and S 1/2

2-22-4W.In 1959 we rented W I/2 and SE 5-22-4W for
hay and S l/2 4-22-4W for pasture for $25 a quarter section. In 1964 we purchased these 5 rented quarter sections for the sum of $1350. In 1966 we boughr the NE 522-4W quarter section for $ 1500. On this property was a

Brad is an avid hockey player and coach. He has
coached for a number of years in the Lakeside Minor
Hockey system. He has also been involved with 4-H as a
leader.

large house, hip roof barn, but no well. Water was most
essential to us. Instead of moving to this bigger house,

Diana and Brad have also curled in bonspiels and
league play. They have also been involved in organizing

we decided to drill a well where we were living.
After two winters of the slough going dry, and melting snow for cattle we had Martin Kihn dig us a dugout
in our slough north of our buildings. I only had to haul
water for the house. We had a good well one mile west
on NW 5-22-4W, where Ruby lives today.
Spring of 1967 our new well was drilled. This well
was 136 ft. of 4 in. galvanized well casing at $4.35 afoot.
The summer of 1967 we had water in the house.
We sold the building site and a few acres on NE-5 to
Harold's brother Joe Driscoll. After the second world
war the Bud Rushforth and Fred Bishop families lived
on this site.

curling for young children during carnival. The whole
family also plays a lot of baseball around Eriksdale and
Winnipeg. All in all, they are a busy family.

DRISCOLL

Harold & Christena
Harold and Christena Driscoll were married in Winnipeg August 2I, 1954,
Our two eldest daughters were born at St. Boniface
Hospital, Winnipeg: Ruby (Stuart) of Eriksdale and Marg
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granddaughter, one foster grandson, one great grand-

Most of the buildings around the area years ago were
builtfrom rough lumber purchased atBell's sawing mill.
The Bells owned the Gemmell farm before them. We
bought this same saw mill in 1970 fromJohn Gemmell
arrd cut popl ar 2 x 4 to build our extension on our barn.
As with so many other farmers the only ready income
was in shipping cream. We tried to ship two - three gallons of cream a week. This gave us an income from $5 to

daughter.

With all these little ones our retirement has been rewarding. We celebrated our 40 years of marriage in the
summer of 1994 with our family and friends.

DUNCAN/THORKELSON

$7 per can depending on your test. Most of our tests
were around 40. This would be about 12 lbs. buttcr fat
per can at 62 cents a lb. butter fat. This was 1958 and

Bert & Winnie Duncan
Dad was born to David and Cecelia Duncan on February 13, 1908 in Morden. He was raised and attended
school in the Darlingford and Manitou area. Mother was
born September 9, 1905 in the Shoal Lake area east of
Oak Point. Her parents, Sigfus and Caroline Anderson,
had emigrated from Icelandjust three months previously.

1959 prices.

Our next three children were born in the old hospital
at Eriksdale. Sandra (Croy) lives on an acreage near
Petersfield. Sheila (Harris) lives in Winnipeg, and Alvin
lives in his trailer in Birds Hill Tiailer Park.
Hospitalization was paid by the municipality, but each
home owner paid $63 twice a year to the municipality
to help cover costs. Doctor bills were the responsibility
of the patient. Delivering a baby was between $40 and

The famiþ moved to Winnipeg and Arnes where she
attended school. Their next move was to the one - six
area where she met Dad. They were ma¡ried in Morden
on October 23,1926,
Mom and Dad were always involved in farming. They

$so.

worked on various farms in the l)arlingford, Rosebank

Our new hospital at Eriksdale was opened in 1963.
Wilbert, of Melford, SK, June of Teulon and Jenny
(Parker) of Sanford were all born in the new hospital.

and Lundar areas. They moved to Marchand where they
started a dafuy operation.

increase the enrollment. f)ue to the required number of
students being short, Eastland School was closed. The
children from Eastland and other country schools were
transported to the Eriksdale School.
Frank Malpas drove his van and transported Eastland
children to town. A few years later school buses were
supplied to all drivers. Other bus drivers for our chil-

dren were Eileen Lestrat and Ray Grandmont. Jenny
had the privilege to drive with all three bus drivers. In
later years the bus drivers, covered more than one school
area. In 1968, #68 highway was paved to Arborg.

and socks, toques, scarves, doilies, etc. were made over
the years. Her hands were never idle, even as she sat

All our children took 4-H and some stayed in 4-H as
long as eight years.
Over the years we have seen many changes in the
prices of building supplies, farm machinery, and household furnishings. In L972 and 1976 we built onto our

x24'with

and watched TV.

In 1969 they moved to Stonewall where they spent 17
h"ppy years enjoying retirement before returning to
Briksdale in 1986.
Dad suffered a severe stroke in 1990 and in 1992 they

a large deck and

moved to the Personal Care Home in Arborg. Dad passed
away in Ma¡ch 1995 and Mother returned to Eriksdale
to the Personal Care Home where she still resides.

January 1990 we sold our farm to a man from Toronto. We bought a new home in Tþulon with three lots.
We moved off our farmJuly 1, 1990,33 years to the date

They had six children, three sons and three daugh-

we moved in.

Harold and

1941 they moved to Eriks-

dale and continued dairying and supplied the town with
milk for many years. Six days a week milk was delivered
to the Eriksdale Creamery where it was bottled and delivered to the stores for sale. They worked very hard,
toiling long days, all year long to supply the community
with milk.
Dad was active in municipal affairs for many years.
He served as councillor from 1947 to 1952 and reeve
from 1952 to 1969.
Mother was an excellent cook. Her raisin buns, tarts,
pies, etc. are still remembered by her family. She kept
busy knitting and crocheting - countless pairs of mitts

Easter of 1961, Ruby started school at Eastland to help

house, giving us a home 60'
a roof over part of it.

In

I

have 15 grandchildren, one adopted

ters.
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In

Beatrice - (see Ferdinand Tegelberg).
Raymond - (see Raymond and Doreen).

1957 he married Doreen Thorkelson, youngest

daughter ofJuliette and Bjorn Thorkelson.

Douglas - deceased in 1949.
Vera marriedJohnJohnson and they farm at Vogar
where Vera runs the General Store. They have three
children; R.John is a design engineer presently working
in Madison, South Dakota. Dianne is the General Manager of LlAvenir Co-operative Inc., a housing authority

I, Doreen,

was born in Eriksdale Hospital. I lived west of Deerhorn

and attended Deerhorn School for grades one to ten. I
lived with my sister and brother-in-law Ruth and Tom
Clarke while finishing high school in Eriksdale. After
graduation I taught Nyland School for a year, then
worked in Winnipeg for Canadian Bank of Commerce
until Ray was transferred to Kindersley, SK.
Our firstborn was Douglas. He arrived in April, 1959
in Kindersley, 56. He married Suzanne Craig and they
have two children, Cassandra andJordan. They live in

for disabled people in Winnipeg. Carol married David
Conroy and they reside in Montreal where Carol works
for American Airlines.
Winston married Gail Heroux. He works for Mani
toba Hydro and his job has taken them to various areas
of Manitoba. They are currently living in Selkirk. They
have three children; Debbie married David Danis. They
live in Flin Flon and have three sons; Sean, Christopher
and Dustin. Roxanne lives in Winnipeg and is employed

Winnipeg.
Shelly came next inJanuary of 1961, shortly after our
return to Eriksdale. She was born in Eriksdale Hospital.
She married Ronald King. They live in Kenora.
Linda was born in 1965 in Eriksdale Hospital. She
married Timothy Jeffers and they have two children,
Matthew and Shannon. They live in Eriksdale.
We returned inJanuary of 1961 and started our career in dairy farming. In 1968 we built a free stall dairy
barn and shipped milk to North Star Creamery's cheese

with CPR. Blaine married Ruth Ann Albers. They reside in Winnipeg and Blaine works for Granger and Till
Esso in Oak Bluff.
Dorothy married Keith Halldorson and they farm at
Vogar as well as work at the Interlake Cattlemen's Auction Mart in Ashern where he is the manager and she is
the secretary/treasurer. They have three children; Clive
married Wanda Mikula and farms with his parents as
well as operate Frontier Fisheries, the local fish packing
plant. Memory teaches school in Ashern.Jason has just
graduated from high school and is working locally.

plant in Arborg. Later our milk went to Winnipeg. In
later years our dairy herd was sold and we started a cow/
calf operation. We now have a herd of purebred and
commercial simmental.
In 1992 our interest in arts and crafts lead us to start
framing pictures. It soon became too large to work out
of our house. We moved our now-vacant calf barn to
another location in our yard and our Custom Picture
Framing and Craft Supply business was born.

Juliette & Bjorn Thorkelson
In

1961 Dad suffered a stroke and was unable to farm,
they bought the house beside the fire hall in Briksdale
and moved from their farm west of Deerhorn. In April
of the same year Dad died, after spending only one winter in town. Mom continued to live in the house and she
worked at the E. M. Crowe Hospital as an aide.
In 1969 she married BogiJonasson and she moved to

DURNIN

Robert & Oueenie
Robert W. and Queenie Durnin and their seven children moved from Bath, NB to MB in the summer of
1946. They brought all their worldly possessions in a
Ford 2-ton truck, and moved onto a farm north-west of
Deerhorn with little, but their own resources, to begin
farming in a fashion similar to hundreds of other veterans of the war who used their Armed Forces musteringout pay to establish small holdings in the prairie province. Robert Durnin had taught school nea¡ Ashern prior
to enlisting in the WWI, which may have had some bearing on his decision to try his hand at farming in the In-

the farm in the Maryhill district.

Raymond & Doreen Duncan
Raymond Duncan, oldest son of Gilbert and Winnifred
Duncan, was born in the RM of Coldwell NE 18-19-4W.

From there they moved to Marchand, MB. In March
1941, they moved to Eriksdale. Raymond graduated from
Eriksdale High School. After graduation he worked for
Canadian Bank of Commerce (before amalgamation with
Imperial Bank) throughout Manitoba and Saskatchewan
for eight years.

terlake.
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Then Mother was blessed with another daughter,
Anne, born in Mulvihill, and later a son,John, born in
Winnipeg. Mike, the youngest, was born in Mulvihill.
In Mulvihill a Mrs. Bachorski was a mid-wife and assisted in the births.

Mr. Durnin was councillor in Eriksdale municipality
in the 1940's. By September 1946 the two oldest girls
were employed as permit teachers in rural schools near
Eriksdale.
The boys, with their father, set about to build up the
farm, establishing a snlall herd uf cattle. In this undertaking thcy received invaluable assistance from the local
people, for Mr. Durnin's health was somewhat impaired
and the boys had little farming experience. However,

Mother was a great scamstrcss and many of the clothee
worn by us in those early days were sewn by her. She
was a great cook and baker. Kae, acquired mother's talent!
Dad was borr'May 27, 1885. He retired May 27, L950,
at 65. His record of service with the CNR in Mulvihill as
Dock Foreman was recorded as 34 years, 8 months and

their nearby neighbors; Marcel Henrotte'John ancl Rarni
Thorkelson, Fred Kell,Joe Revet and the Richaud brothers, were generous with aid and good advice, and by
1950 the cattle herd had grown to about 60 animals.
However, Mr. and Mrs. Durnin were concerned about

12 days.

Dad wanted to be with the family, who lived in Toronto, ON, so he came east to live with us all' We were a

the limited opportunities for further education for the
younger children. Rural roads were not plowed in win-

very close family.

ter and there were no school buses to high school in those

Two years after his retirement, while living in Toronto,

days, so, with great deal of regret, they decided to relocate. They purchased a dairy farm nea¡ Fort Frances in

Dad was invited to a CNR Gala Party at the Fort Garry
Hotel in Winnipeg, with Dad being the honored guest.
Mae and Ann joined the navy. They both moved to
Vancouver for two years, at the end of the war in 1946.
My brothers,John and Michael, came and lived with

NW ON, and in the fall of 1950 made their home there,
They left with fond memories of the warm friendship
so freely given by the people of the Interlake communities. Mr. Durnin passed away in 1974 and his wife in

me, Kae, and found work before enlisting in the services. John served overseas with the medical branch in

1980.

All of the children eventually married and raised fami
lies of their own.Jacque retired from London Life and
lived in London, ON, until she passed away on December 6, 1994. Walter retired from teaching in Alberta and
lives inJaffrey, BC. Beth farms with her husband, Leon
Brandson, in Chatfield. Rodney retired from the Air
Force and now works for Tlansport Canada in Ottawa.
Judy was a nurse in Vernon, BC, died May 1996. Robert
Jr. has a convenience store in Devlin, ON and Frank
works on a newspaper in Bonnyville, AB.

the army.

Mike, the youngest, joined the air force.
Dad passed away March 14, 1965 and Mother three
months later. My brotherJohnnie passed on in Toronto.

DZICK FAMILY
Our parents, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore (Fred) Dzick emigrated to Canada, from the west Ukraine in the year of
1912. They resided in Winnipeg. Dad was fortunate to
get employment with the CNR Co., where he worked
for three years. Then in September 1915 he accepted the
offer of a job as foreman, operating the Coal-Dock in

Mulvihill.
I, Kae, born in Winnipeg, was then the only child
and three years old at this time.
I, Mae, was born two years later, in Winnipeg' on

Dzick Family: Anne, Fred, Kae
John, Anna, Mae

November 27,1917.
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Memories by Kae
When our dad came to Mulvihill the company provided
living accommodation plus all the coal for heating and
also coal-oil for the lamps. He had to buy cord-wood for
the cook-stove. There was no water on the site, so he
had a yoke made. He put it on his shoulders. It had two

æ

a

ropes with hooks on the ends and it carried the pails of
water. He had to use two pails at a time for balance. This
water had to be carried from the site of the section-house

about half mile away, winter and summer. This he did
until he retired. We lived in a box car made into living
quarters and as the family increased so did the building.
In the end we had three bedrooms, a huge kitchen and
one long room as a living and dining room. Under the
dining room floor there was a trap door leading to a dug
out root cellar with a ladder. In later years Dad made a
cold cellar. He built it fairly large, almost like a cabin, so
that even meats were kept there in the summer. CNR
did all the additions to the building including repairs
and painting.
We lived in Winnipeg for a short time, except Dad of
course, the reason being our education. At that time there
was only Mae and myself. There were no permanent
teachers in Mulvihill then. When teachers were fìnally
staying the full term we moved back.
I remember getting my first doll at a Christmas party
and was I excited! In those years we never got anything
at Christmas, except some fruit and a pencil box if we
went to school.
Those years you made your own entertainment. No
money, but lots of clean fun. Everyone was congenial

and helptul.

On Sundays we would have baseball games in the
summer, where plans were made as to where we would
go for refreshments and some social gatherings. Games
were also played on farms close by. It was our turn to

Anne, Mike, Mae, Fred, John (ínset), Kae (ínset)

have the lunch when the games were played at the school

"Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be
lived forwards."
I remember the method we used to launder the
clothes. First we'd fill a tub full of hot water and with a

Memories by Mae:

yard.

When I finished high school,I worked in Winnipeg
a Dr. M. Lewis as a receptionist for about three years.
I came to Toronto, ON, after getting married onMay \7,
1939. (The day the late King George VI and Queen
Mother Elizabeth, set foot on Canadian soil).
for

scrub board proceed to scrub the cloths clean, often end-

ing up with fìngers bleeding, as we not only scrubbed
the clothes, but our fingers as well. We heated the water
on top of the cook stove. To get cloths extra white we
boiled them in a copper boiler. We got our water from a
drilled well on Mellen's property owned by the CNR.
By the time we got it home there was less in the pails
than what we originally had. It kept spilling out with

Jim and I celebrated 56 years of marriage on May 17,
1995. May there be peace on earth for ever more and
everyone live in harmony.
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Memories by Anne
As a child I looked forward to Christmas and the concerts, which took a great deal of time for rehearsals.
Dances were held in the school. Our social life consisted
of sports mostly. Skating in winter, baseball in the sum-

each step we took.

To do ironing we heated the irons on the hot stove.
We starched a lot of the clothes like men's shirts, pillow
cases, etc. Many a time I would end up scorching the
clothes.

We had lamps that burned coal-tlil ¿urd iu luru provided us with light in the evenings. No indoor plumbing
so we used what we called an out-houses.
I attended Ralph Brown School in Winnipeg in my
early years and then continued my education in Mulvihill
from grade five up to the time I graduated' The one
teacher I recall was Miss Thorsteinsson. She taught up
to grade eight and assisted some who were taking correspondence courses (nine and ten). At times we older children taught the ones in lower grades, while she helped

nle[,

I recall

visiting Mary and Dave Sewell on Sundays'
They lived a mile from town. The visit with them leaves
fond memories of the good times we had.
Our home was close to the Coal Dock and railway
tracks. Nice to remember the sound of the trains in the
night, whip-poor- wills calling, owl on the Coal-Dock
and seeing the northern lights, a sight to behold. Mulvihill
will always remain in my heart, a place where I was born
and spent huppy days as a child.

Dad worked for the CNR and had the privilege of
passes for himself and family to travel on the train anywhere in Canada. It gave us a chance to travel frequently
and see many parts of Canada, which we enjoyed.
Mae and I joined the Royal Canadian Navy in Winnipeg. Did our basic training in Galt, ON and supply
course in Cornwallis, NS. After passing the course I was
stationed in Halifax, NS, where I remained until peace
was declared. I took my discharge in Winnipeg March
1946 and stayed with Dad and Mother. Later I went to
Toronto, ON, then lived in Vancouver' BC for two years,
enjoying the long summers and mild winters. I was employed by the Robert Simpson Co., a department store
in Toronto.
I, since have retired and now reside in a suburb of

others.

I recall

digging seneca root in the summer with my

sister, Anne. We sold it wet, because it weighed uP more.
We got less money than if we had sold the root in a dry
state.

It sure didn't make one rich.

Another pastime was spent snaring rabbits in the winter. I used to make my own snares out of wire and set
them in our back-yard. We often visited friends on the
farm. Our closest friends were the Loucks and Nick
Mellen family. Mrs. Loucks was quite a story teller. I
enjoyed the evening walks alongside the railway tracks
I

with Mrs. Mellen, my sisters and the Mellen daughters,
Blizabeth, Olga andJenny. Our pleasures were simple
and enjoyed.
When WWII broke out in 1939 both Ann and I joined
the naval servrce (WRENSas we were catled). It was there
I met Maxwell Salter and we married in 1948, moved to
Toronto and settled down. Maxis anative of NovaScotia'

Toronto.

Memories by Mike
My sisters have already covered our parents and our family's time in Mulvihill. I will only add a bit about myself
and family.
In May, 1946, after I had rehrrned from my service in

We have a son, Gary, who married Carol Rosenberger

from Yorkton, SK. A daughter, Lori, who marriedJohn
Paterson from Maple, ON. They have between them
three sons. Gary with a son,Jason, and Lori with sons,
Johnathan and Michael. Lori resides in Richmond Hill,
ON and works for the TTC in Toronto' Gary is a jour-

In November 1965 we moved to Santa Maria, California where Max worked for CBS as a mechanic and

the RCAF during WWII, I married Olga Derkach of
Winnipeg. We settled down in Toronto, ON, where we
raised our largefamily of two, Sandra and Douglas.
Sandra has three children; a daughter from a previous marriage and a daughter,Jennifer, and son, David,

later as stationary engineer. He was transfered back to
Toronto in five years.

with husband Gordon Kearsey. Gordon also brought tr¡¡o
of his children into their marriage, Christopher and

In June 1965 my sisters, Kae, Anne, myself and
brother, Mike, drove to Mulvihill to see what changes
the town had undergone since we last visited. We were
shocked to find very little of the town left'

Shawn. Sandra and Gordon live in Georgetown, ON,
close to Toronto.
Doug married Dianne Cane from Toronto' They have
two children.Jennifer is almost a teenager, David, four

neyman electrician.
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It is over 50 years since I left Mulvihill, but we have
been able to keep in touch with others who give us the
news of the people we grew up with. We had several
from Mulvihill drop in to see us when we lived in To-

years younger is trying to catch up. They have recently

moved to Whitbey,

a

twenty minute drive from Toronto,

oN.
Olga and I have sold our home in Toronto and built a
retirement home on the shores of the Tent Waterways in
Buckhorn, ON.
We were delighted to haveJessie (Stepic) Lenarcik be
the first Mulvihill resident to pay us a visit in our new
home in Buckhorn.
I am now retired and seem to work harder and longer

ronto,

When I returned in 1965, the Coal-Dock was gone,
also the station and the section house, the church was
still leaning. It seemed that with the highway on the outskirts of the town it was creating a ghost town setting.
We hope to be dropping over to see the place again in
the fall of 1995.

than ever before, when I was a wage earner.

Mulvihill, the friendliest town on the CN line, The
people were always there when help was needed. Didn't
haue money, but a lot of heart.I am grateful to have been
born there on December 27, 1924.

Memories of Yesterday

Hockey Team ('1922)
Helen Goodridge, ?, Mrs Backman, Bertha
Hammar, Marjorie Smith, Maisìe Rutherford,
Etta Knox & Margaret

Lorne, Brian, Blaine & Shane Smith

Brian Lundale at the open aír rink
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home from the war. In 1945, just as the war was ending, Ursel, Siegfried's youngest sister, became very ill
and died at age six.
When the war ended in 1945 the East Germans,
now living in West Germany, were told it would be too
unsafe to return to their homes as the Russians wele
in control of East Germany. Everything they had worked
so hard for, and once owned, was now lost and to be
forgotten.
After the war Hans was re-united with his family in
West German/, where they had to now set up a new
residence. As they started piecing their lives back together, they made their new home near Hamburg, West
Germany where shortly after, they retired.

ENGELBERG FAMILY
Siegfried Hansjohannes Engelberg was born in
Waxtenburg, East Germany, February 28, 1932. Born to
Lena and IJans Engelberg, he was the third eldest of
seven children: Horst Ruth, Siegfried, Crystle, Llrma,
Wemer and Ursel.
Hans Engelberg, also a farmer, ran a butcher shop
with three brothers in Wartenburg. Things were fine until the war sta¡ted September 16, 1939. The German government notified everyone in East Germany to make
their way to the Baltic Sea, taking only lbod and some
clothing. A few smaller mementos were grabbed on the
way out. As there was not enough room to take valuable
possessions, everything else was left behind. They were
told they would be able to return to their homes, farms,
and businesses when it was safe.

.

As the remaining six children grew up and started
venturing out on their own, Siegfried started wondering what Canada was like. In 1955, at the age of 23, a
young Siegfried said good-bye to his mother and father,
and his sisters and brothers. With only $27 and a
suitcase of clothes, Siegfried and a friend boarded a
ship in Brenum, Germany, headed for Canada. After
eight days of rough seas and with many sea sick passengers, the ship docked in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
Canada. For Siegfried, this was a new beginning in a

t í'+.".

new, freer country.

From Halifax, Siegfried went to Ottawa where he
took a class in basic English and citizenship, and
worked as a dairy hand on a dairy farm. His friend who
accompanied him to Canada, soon became homesick
and returned to Germany.
After working for a while on the dairy farm, Siegfried
went to work picking tobacco and apples in the fields
of Ontario. Stompin'Tom Connor's song says, "My back
still aches when I hear those words.' He was right. "It
ain't no fun on your hands and knees all day."
On March 26,1959, Siegfried bought half a section

Joanne & Siegfried Engelberg
Laura Lee, Claudette

of land from the Copeland family of Eriksdale. The
home quarter had a house, a big barn, and a few
smaller out-buildings, After purchasing the initial farm,
Siegfried went to work in the bush camps back in On-

Lena and seven small children made their way to
the Baltic Sea where they, and other families, were
transported by ship to the shores of West Germany.
From there they went by train to the outskirts of HamI
rr
r
r
!
!
,t
t -,1 !1
- -1,
uur8. .l.Is
^ rlarlruurE LUU was ucur8 uurrrucu, rL was saner
to stay just outside the city. After the bombing stopped
in Hamburg, the German government rented out housing for the East Germans to live in until they could return to their homes. It was not easy for Lena and the
children as Hans was in the Army. Lena and a brother
of Hans looked after the family until Hans returned

tario cutting pulp.
In 1962, Siegfried answered an ad in the ne"rrspaper
looking for men to work in the bush cutting pulp, in Pine
Falls, MB. While working in the bush, he met Ben Falk
and Eric Olson, and after a short while came back to
Eriksdale and the Nord district. Here he met and worked
part-time for Richard Bobier when he wasn't working in
the bush.
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Richard and Linea Bobier had six children: Myrtle,
Clinton, Lorna, Russell, Joanne and Earl. While helping Richard Bobier in his spare time, Siegfried met
Joanne, the youngest of the three daughters. After a
short courtship, they married.
Joanne Elaine Bobier, born in Eriksdale and raised
on the Bobier farm in the Nord District of Eriksdale,
completed her grade ten at Nord School. March 4, 1963,
Joanne and Siegfried gave birth to their first of seven
children, Claudette Christina Engelberg.
Shortly after the birth of their first child, disaster
struck. Their house, which they had only lived in for a
short time, burned to the ground. Everything was lost
in the fire, including many wedding gifts which had not
even been used yet. With no insurance, they stayed
with Lorna and Albert Moman (Joanne's sister and
brother-in-law), until a gtanaîy and an addition were
turned into a home. November 20, L964, their second

their six children and suitcases and flew back to Germany for a month long visit. It had been 17 years since
Siegfreid had last seen his family. In Siegfried's time
away from Germany, Hans Engelberg, his father, had
passed away. In April 1974, the last of the Engelberg
children was born, BobbiJo Elaine.
After spending many years raising children,Joanne
went to work outside the farm. In 1979Joanne completed her nurse's aide course and got ajob at the Eriksdale Personal Care Home. In 1981Joanne bought a
house in Eriksdale where she still resides today.
The children grew up and left home, and one by one
started their own lives. Laura-Lee, small but tough, mar-

ried Marty Kauppila and they have two beautiful girls,
Courtney and Brogan. They reside in the Eriksdale district. Franz, who always dreamed about being a farmer
one day, married JoAnne Benedictson and they have
a son, Terry Robert and a beautiful baby girl,Jessalynn

Anna Elaine, born July 26, 1995. They live in Eriksdale. Claudette, first born of seven children, works in
Winnipeg and married Alvin Kaartinen in 1996. Richard,
the first boy, also married a local girl, Marnie Lindell,
and now lives and works in Winnipeg. Heidi went from
Winnipeg to Vancouyer Island, where she now works
and resides. Leslie and Jay Forsyth were blessed with
a handsome baby boy John Logan, and they farm in
the Macross area. BobbiJo, the youngest of the
Engelberg children ventured south 15 miles. She lives
and works in Lundar.
Siegfried still farms today in the Nord district where
he keeps cattle and has five sections of land. In his
spare time, Siegfried enjoys spending time with his
children and grandchildren, as well as working in his
garden and with his apple trees.

child was born, Laura-Lee Ursel. Siegfried worked away
from home for a couple of years for Comstock to bring
in money to build up his farm. During that timeJoanne
was at home taking care of the children, and the farm
chores. InJanuary 1967, Richard HansJohannes was
born; May 1968, Heidi Marie;June 1969, Franz Fredrick;

October 4, 1970, Leslie Dawn was born.
In December 1972 Joanne and Siegfried packed up

Franz & JoAnne Engelberg
Born on October 26, 1963 in Eriksdale, I was raised in
Lundar with my mother Barbara Yetman, my father
Ernest, and two sisters Lois and Norma. My half-sister
Kimberly was born to Ernest and his new wife onJune
4, l974.InJuly of 1979,I moved to Eriksdale with my
mother who would maffy Robert Stuart in 1980. I lived
on the hog farm with Mom and Bob for several years,
during which time I was blessed with a son Terry Robert,
born on January 5, 1981, in Eriksdale. Terry and I
moved to town, and in 1984 I began working at the Coop Store where I was employed for more than ten years.
1993 I began to date Franz Engelberg.

Siegfried and grandaughter Courtney

In
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in the
family
and
friends
evening
helped us celebrate at a
dance. Franz and I had
supper. Later

Jessalynn

Engelberg

made a decorative mail
box to hold our wedding
cards and were quite
proud ofhow itturned out.
The idea caught on as we
have had other couples
borrow it for their weddings.

OnJuly 26, 1995 we expanded our family to four
when we became the proud parents of a beautiful baby
girl. Jessalynn Anna Elaine was born, ten days overdue, at the St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg.
We are huppy to be living in Eriksdale because it
seems there is no better place to raise children than a
small community.

ERIKSEN
Franz & Joanne Engelberg

Lloyd
Lloyd (Barney) was the foster son of Ada and Frank

Franz was born onJune 20, 1969 in Eriksdale. He
was raised on his family's farm north-west of town with

Hygaard. When he attained adulthood he took his mother's maiden name of Eriksen, so his legal name is Lloyd
Eriksen.
When the Hygaards came to Lily Bay they at first
lived as sort of caretakers on the Wm. Tighe section,

his motherJoanne (Bobier), father Sieglïied, brother
Richard, and five sisters, Claudette, Laura-Lee, Heidi,
Leslie, and Bobbi;fo. Franz still farms with his father
today as well as working as a mechanic at Gumbrill

right across the road from our home farm, which was
the SE 4-2I-6W. They were there for a short time only
and moved to the quarter section to the north of us; the
farm that the Ernie Preston family had left in 1923. Then
they took over the old Wm. Brewster half section which
was at one time, Brewsterville Post Office.
They stayed there for maybe four or fìve years and
then left for greener pastures in the Petersfìeld area
where Frank had family in the lcelandic community.
(He was of Icelandic fisherman stock, his father had
been drowned on Lake Winnipeg in a storm).
Barney, like the rest of us, had minimal schooling.
He says that he worked at labouring, truck swamPcr'
then driving truck. When he was about twenty-six, he
decided to do something about it, so he came here to
the coast and took vocational school training in electronics. (I believe that my brother Mark went to trade
school at the same time with him in the 1940's).

Ent.

InJuly of 1993 we bought

a house

in town that was

formerly owned by

ä
a)

Ø

Henriette McCormick. We
spent many hours paint-

ing and redecorating in
the house to make it our
home. We also had a wed-

ding to plan. A social
evening was held in our
honor onJune 4, 1994,at

the Eriksdale .Recreation
Terry

Engetberg

Center, and a bridal

shower was held onJune
5. Both were very exciting and we were overwhelmed
by everyone's generosity and support, On August 6,
1994 we were married in the upstairs hall of the Recreation Center in a small family ceremony followed by
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Barney spent several years in the Arctic, working on
the Dew Line. Then some more time working as a technician for the American Army, - in Africa I think. He spent
twenty-five years in electronics for Philco and then several years as a guard and instructor in electronics at the
Matsqui Correctional Centre near Mission, BC.
He has had an Ultralight plane at some time, which
he took back to Manitoba in his truck. He reassembled

father. Paulina (Larson) Erikson (1875-1973), sister to
my mother and Olaf Larson (1865-1955), brother to my
mother, Olaf Larson's family, his wife Emma and their
six children immigrated to Canada ayear later in 1905.
We arrived in Winnipeg and lived there for a few
months. My father and Uncle Erik bought some woodland in Minnesota, USA, and we moved and lived there
for about two - three years. Then we moved back to
Winnipeg, and father and Uncle Erik applied for homestead. We started from Oak Point which was as far as
the railroad ran then. We travelled with a team of oxen,
bringing our belongings and a few hens in a cage in the
wagon and leading a cow behind. Her name was Neln.
To find the homestead, the travel was slow following
the trails through the bush and swamps. When we arrived at the homestead it was all wilderness. We camped
beside a fir tree and slept on a bed of spruce boughs
and hay. Father built a log shanty a¡rd a stable from the
trees he felled on the homestead. Then he started to
clear and break the land for fìelds of grain with a pair of
oxen. Later on, Father built a better house with an upstairs and still later, a kitchen was added on. The house
was whitewashed with lime and water mixed into a
paste. Mother pasted newspapers on the walls in the
kitchen to make it look clean and nice. In the early days
on the farm, father used to trap muskrats in the slough

it

and flew all over the Petersfield area, the Delta
Marshes and all over the places he had known as a
young man. MaÈe up into the Interlake proper. That is
what I would like to do, but it's a little late now to have
ideas like that.
He had just been home a few minutes when we got
there this morning. We drove up to the chain link fenced
property and tooted the truck horn. He came to the door
and saw who it was, pushed a button somewhere and
the gate unlocked itself and we went in. He had just
opened a can of Brunswick sardines and was sitting in
his armchair with the can on his lap, eating them, bachelor style, with a glass of home brewed beer to wash
them down.
He says he just never was in one place long enough
to look about and find anyone who could put up with
him, so he is still single; living on the boundary line of
Canada and the US. He seems quite content in his large
home with his too well-fed old dog and a small flock of

on the farm and sold the skins. I used to go skiing along-

side the slough to the bush and snare rabbits. Father
showed me how to set snares for rabbits and the rabbits were plentiful. I was about eight - ten years old,
Mother made butter from the cream. When made for
keeping, the butter was wrapped in cheese cloth and
stored in barrels or pails of salt brine. In the bush between our house and the stables, there was a dugout
under a low log house with a good roof on it, used as a
milk house and other purposes. As there were no separators in those days, the only way to separate cream
from the milk was to set it in shallow pans in a cool
place for some eight - ten hours. Then the cream could
be skimmed from the top.
My father used to go to Oak Point twice a year in the
spring and fall for groceries and other supplies and he
would take the butter to sell which my mother had made
into one pound prints. It was a four day trip with oxen
and wagon. Once, coming home from Oak Point he had
bought a big, brown cow named Daisy.
In the early days on the farm my mother used to walk

chickens. His main hobby is electronics. You would have
a very hard time getting onto his property and into his

house if you came while he was not at home. With a
loud and savage electronic dog snarling behind the door,
set off by you breaking an electronic beam somewhere!
I suppose he could be considered a bit of an eccentric
but he seems to be a very quiet, unassuming person,
speaking with a quiet, slightly Manitoba - Icelandic accent. I certainly enjoyed my short visit with him and intend to get back to see him again, now that I have his
address.

ERIKSON

Per & Barbro
We emigrated to Canada from Follinge,Jamtland, Sweden on April 4, 1904. I was three years old. My father,
Per Erikson, ( March 15, 1866 - November 25, 1946),
my mother Barbro Larson (April 2, 1871 - November
15, 1942), Erik Erikson (1870-194B), a brother to my

to Cowdery Post Office for our mail. They took turns
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with Eriksons, Larsons, Nords, Lundquists and some
more settlers.

government had a program called Back to the Land.It
was to assist people starting to farm. They received
eight dollars a month requisition for a year, (to buy groceries so as you wouldn't starve), a team of horses and
a cow. With the exchange of property came a herd of
twenty milk cows and calves. The Evans' dairy sold milk
around the village and the hospital.

One night, the first summer on the farm, a cyclone
swept through the country. Big timbers and trees were
uprooted and tipped over. Next morning it was a differ-

ent landscape,
Our closest neighbor was Uncle Erikson. They had
their homestead on the same section as we, a ten minute
walk to their home,
In the spring you could hear the croaking of the frogs
in the sloughs. Around 1909-1910 the railroad was built.

My father worked on the railroad. Stores and a warehouse were built alongside the track. From this time
our nearest store and post office was at Mulvihill, fìve
miles from our farm.
Mother and I helped clear the land, and father was
busy breaking and ploughing the land with his three
oxen, Jack, Kane and Dick. We had some more cows
and heifers and a separator. Father built another bigger
stable to hold cattle, pigs, chickens, and a few turkeys.
I remember coming home from the school and thc
first thing to do was to change your clothes and go out
to the fìelds picking stones.
I sometimes used to walk to Mulvihill for our mail
and in the fall it would be dark going home and I could
hear the wolves howling nearby.
In the winter time, my mother was spinning and carding wool from the sheep, knitting socks and mittens. I
had a knitting machine on which I knitted lots of socks,
stockings and a few sweaters. I brought the knitting machine with me when we moved back to Sweden and I
have knitted lots of socks, etc. on it.
In the later years on the farm, I used to take the cream

Helen Evans, Tyler LeStrat, Lil Jeffers (1991)

October 1939, Robert Thomas Evans married
Marion Helen Davidson Mclellan. Our first home was
on the edge of town and was purchased from Mrs. Miller

who moved to Mulvihill. Mrs. Miller and her son,Jim,
later decided to move to England.
We were blessed with two sons,James Thomas and

Edward Wayne Evans.

InJanuary 1941, Mrs. R. E. Evans died of cancer
and was buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

to Mulvihill with a horse and brggy.

My father sold the farm in 1925 and we moved back

There were lots of social activities, dances, teas,

to Sweden. We left the farm and Mulvihill on November

bridge and square dancing. Before electricity, we played
badminton in the Orange Hall. The men took turns
pumping up the gas lanterns for an evening of fun and

12, 1925. We left from Halifax Canada on November
19 and arrived at Follinge December l, 1925.

skill.

After the war we exchanged our acreage in town for
Jim Mason's farm, a mile and a half from town.
As the years passed our life style improved. It was
wonderful when electricity came to the rural areas. No
more messy lamps to contend with or over-flowing ice
boxes. It was wonderful to have running water and a
washroom. It was a real asset for the farmers as it made
chores so much easier. We built a new double garage
and a huge hog barn with an automatic cleaner, It was

EVANS
Robert & Helen
In

Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Evans traded their house in
Winnipeg for a farm in Eriksdale. I believe it was purchased from Mr. and Mrs. Welz. Bob also came with
his parents to help them farm.
It was a small dairy farm on the edge of town. The
1936,
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built by Frank Malpas and Sid Rushforth.
Mr. R. E. Evans, a veteran of the Boer War, passed
away in Winnipeg in the Veterans Hospital in 1960.
In 1969 Bob was diagnosed with cancer and passed
away October 19, 1969 at the Eriksdale Hospital.
Ed and I remained on the farm and evenhrally sold it
to a Mr. R. Stuart. We moved into town where I'd bought
a house on School Road. It was very convenient as I
worked at the school for 15 years.
Eddy lives in Sylvan Lake, AB and has four children.
He works for Tiansalta Utilities.
Jim has an acreage a few mile from Hudson Hope
where his home is, but he works in Tirmbler Ridge. He
has two grown children.
I moved from Eriksdale in the fall of 1991 and now
make my home in Camrose, AB. Eriksdale will always
be my home as that's where most of my life was spent.
Obituary taken from The Interlake Spectator:
On March 24, 1993, Helen Evans of Camrose, AB,
formerly of Eriksdale, passed away at the age of 78 years.
She leaves to mourn, two sons,James (Dina) of Hudson Hope, BC, and Edward (Coreen) of Bentley AB;
six grandchildren; one brother,Joe Mclellan, of Texas.
She was predeceased by her husband Bob and one

brother

July

11, 1900, in Winnipeg. However, before my

and

I arrived, Mother and Dad returned to England

as

work was becoming scarce. I arrivedJanuary l, 1902.
Frank arrivedJuly 13, 1904.
The four of us left England, on July 13, 1906, for
Canada, destination Winnipeg. We remained there until
December 1909.

sister,Jean (Hartu).

Fred & Alice Everett

EVERETT FAMILY
Frederick Henry Everett was born on September 29,

We were comfortably settled on three acres of land,

IBT4,inlondon England. He came to Montreal Canada,
in 1890. He was very ill on the rough crossing and the
ship's doctor ordered him from steerage to second class.
This reduced his belongings to a shilling plus a trunk full
of bedding and clothes.
When he docked at Montreal he met a gentleman
who was looking for a boy to employ for his dog kennels
and race horses. Dad was hired and remained for four
years, He returned to England to visit his family and his
sweetheart, Alice Shaw Then he returned to Winnipeg
and obtained work at his own trade.
Our mother Alice Shaw, set sail for Philadelphia via
New York, in the year of the fire, 1900, and had to wait
out in the harbour until it was brought under control.
Having fallen in love with Philadelpia, she didn't want
to leave. However, her friends persuaded her to keep
her promise with our father, as he would be meeting the
trains in Winnipeg. Mother and Dad were married on

just off Portage Avenue West. Dad took very ill. A
neighbor suggested the three acres be cultivated, suggesting growing vegetables. Mother planted a bushel of
seed potatoes.

This bushel of potatoes, netted 60 bushels. Now if that
wasn't a miracle crop? There were mounds of other vegetables. Together with fruit, canned, etcetera, we had
plenty for our own use and for sale.
Our uncle, Fred Almond, and Dad heard about this
deal of land, quarter section for an initial payment of
$tO. When you proved it, it could be yours. They left
Winnipeg that fall, 1909, for greener pastures. Mother,

Aunt, and three children followed in December.
The railway went as far as Oak Point. We arrived in a
blizzard, and were held up at the hotel for three days.
Our uncle came to meet us. Dad remained behind trying to get something organized for our arrival at the house
on Curdy Mills' quarter section,
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We set off for our final destination, on a bitter cold
day, a distance of 30 miles. When we did arrive the dwelling was not ready for us. We camped in a log cabin with

us down with it, but Frank

no windows, mud floor, sod roof, and one room for two
families. Mother was not going to stay. My aunt com-

ered.

really had it the worst. It
was a miracle he recov-

After struggling a few
more years, Frank and
Mother decided to seek
greener fields. Dad and I
were in Winnipeg workFrank Everett
ing. Even then we could
not make it pay in any
way. We left the fall of 1924 and arrived in Winnipeg

mcnccd crying. Whcn Mother found the transportation
was gone she told my annt to "buck up, and let's do something about the situation." They replenished the heater,
brought in a trunk; out came some curtains to make a
provision for sleeping the two families.
The next day Mother surveyed the frozen vegetables,
her preserves and house plants. It must have been a big
disappointment. After a short period, they were able to
move into a little better accommodation.
To crown it all, our dad and aunt took ill with one on
either side of the curtain partition in the one-room dwelling. Mother was nurse, cook, housekeeper, snow melter,
laundry maid, etcetera. Our uncle kept the fuel supply,
gathered the snow, as this was our only source of water.
He fed the cow and milked her. Mother fed the chickens
and looked after them. In spite of it all, we had some

penniless.

happy moments. We children kept well, which was a great
blessing. Uncle had an organ he would play and Mother

would sing.
We did not see another person for six months. By this

time spring had arrived and they began preparation for
the move to their own quarter section.
Dad went to Winnipeg to ea¡n money to finish our
permanent home. Meanwhile, Mother ca¡ried on. One
afternoon a Mr. Jack Mills paid us a visit. He wanted

Everett's 2îth Wedding Anniversary
Lucy Slaughter, Mrs Wíllets, Mr Caunt, Frank;
Díckíe Dee, Mrs Slaughter, Mr & Mrs Everett, Mrs
Caunt, Mr & Mrs Husband, Nellie Slaughter,
Winnie Everett wíth Kathleen Willets;
Jimmie Wíllets, Jennie & Georgína Husband

Mother to take over the running of his boarding hottse
in town, as he wanted to take time off to get married in
Winnipeg. At first Mother refused, but he wouldn't take
no for an answer. Mother, Frank and I spent the summer in Eriksdale. Mother did marvellous work.
Dad arrived home with the necessary cash, and we
were able to get into our own dwelling before winter.

Frank made for eastern Canada and rode the rods.
He worked at various jobs until the outbreak of WW II
when he joined the Merchant Marines. Finally Frank
a¡rived here in Vancouver in 1944, where he had made
provision for Mother and Dad to live in 1940. Our folks
sold their Winnipeg home in September, 1940. It wasn't
until 1950 that I came home to Vancouver to live so it
wasn't until that time that we were altogether again.
I spent about 31 years working at Eaton's in the Mail
Order and Retail stores, four years in Eriksdale for Mr.
J. Sharpe and then 12 years here in Vancouver with
Baton's, until my retirement, then back again for another
11 years, before going on a mission for the Church of

We were most appreciative of a very comfortable and
cheery home atmosphere, the winter of 1910.
Other settlers arrived, and we had several social affairs at Eriksdale. Dad and Mother contributed by taking part in the concerts. To us children, they were real

gala affairs.
With Dad going into Winnipeg to work, we managed
to survive until Frank was able to take charge of things,

which he did at a much too young age. He worked on
the first graded roads of Eriksdale.
During the 191B flu epidemic Mother had three of
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Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, where

member

I

became a

to fish with Gisli Johnson. Next he took a homestead
at Siglunes. Framar farmed, fished and they had the
post office for some time. The family moved to Vogar
in 1926 because that was a more convenient location
for Framar, as mail carrier for the area.

in 1963.

Frank will be 90 thisJuly and he has just completed
renovating a house in which he now dwells. In 1986, he
was knocked down by a car. This resulted in an injured
knee, damaging his hearing, and causing considerable
complications inwardly. But despite all this he has mi
raculously undergone numerous operations and can still
work hard in his garden and on his house.
I am 92, and coming up to my 93rd inJanuary and
live in a very nice senior citizen home, close to our old
home, on a portion of the Langara Golf Course in Vancouver. I know we have both been blessed by our Heavenly Father, and for this we are most grateful.
Dad passed away in 1950 and Mother in 1960.

Baldrun's fatherJorundur, was afisherman, sailor and
the first mail carrier for the Siglunes area starting in 1898,
transporting the mail from Kinosota, across Lake Mani
toba by boat to Siglunes in the summer and by dog team
in winter. He was also Siglunes' first postmaster.Jorundur
continued on this mail route until he left the area in 1908.
His son-in-law FramarJ. Eyford, became postmaster
at Siglunes and took over the mail contract, picking up
the mail in Dog Creek (later Vogar) instead of Kinosota.

Framar lost the contract about 1914 and the mail was
carried for the next ten years by William Monkman and
for a brief time by Peter Musick. The Siglunes Post
Offìce was in various homes. In 1925, Framar took the
contract for carrying the mail from Mulvihill to the Narrows via Oatfield, Overton, Vogar, Siglunes, Hayland
and also Wapah across the lake, Tianter and Pebble

EYFORD FAMILY
Jorundur (Jerry) Arni Eyford of Vogar was born August
2, 1910 at Siglunes, the second of ten children. His
brothers and sisters: Anna (1908-1981), Stephanie
(1913-March 8, 1988),Jonasina (1915), Olga (1917),
Haraldur (1918-1994), Ranka (1920), Larus (19221961), Baldur (1926) and Franklin (1930). His parents
were Baldrun and Framar Byford.
Baldrun, born in Husey Iceland in 1886, came to
Canada from Husavick Iceland in 1893 with her parents, Jorundur Sigurbjornsson Byford and Anna
Jonasdottir, her brother, Sigurbjorn (Barney), and sister,

Emily.Jorundur added the last name,

Eþrd,

Beach.
Baldrun passed away in 1936 and Framar in 1956.
Jerry Eyford started helping his father in 1925 and
later took charge of the Mulvihill to Vogar route. He took
over the mail contract in the 1950's and held it to the
age of 85.
During the years,Jerry has had many experiences with
bad roads and bad weather. In the earþ years, he drove
a Model T Ford and later a Model A. Horses were used
in winter. People loaned him horses and cars, kept him
overnight and fed him. Jerry carried many passengers

when he

came to Canada.

Jorundur and Anna spent a winter in North Dakota,
then went to the Lake Manitoba Narrows where they
lived withJorundur's uncle,Jon Sigurdson. Later they

through the years.
Jerry married Eileen Smith of Eriksdale on May 28,
1949 at Old Kildonan Church in Winnipeg. Marjorie
Eileen, born onJuly 7, l9I9 the third child of AJ. and
Marjorie Smith, attended school in Eriksdale. At an early
age she took piano lessons. She had a natural ear for

moved to Siglunes.

In the next few years, the family increased by four
children. Then tragedy struck. Emily became ill with
diphtheria and recovered, but the four younger children
died of the illness. Anna was so affected that the family
moved to Winnipeg, then to Athabasca, AB. Baldrun
and Barney did not go with them. Baldrun married
Framar Jonsson Eyford at the Icelandic Lutheran
Church in Winnipeg on November 15, 1906. Framar
took the name, Eyford, because there were so many
by the name ofJonsson.
Framar Eyford, born in 1883 in Hallandi, Iceland
came to Canada in 1903 and worked in Winnipeg,
Glenboro and the Langruth area. Then went to Siglunes

piano. After finishing school she studied Home Bconomics for one year at the University of Manitoba, followed

by a course at Success Business College.
Eileen joined the navy in 1943, became a member
of the WRENS and was stationed in Halifax, NS, as a
coder. After the war ended she returned to Manitoba
and worked at Great West Life Assurance Co.
Jerry and Eileen lived on a farm near Vogar. Their
three children are: Arnold (1951), Arlene (1952), and
Allan (1955). All three attended high school in Eriks339

dale. Arnold and Allan played baseball for Siglunes,
and senior hockey with the Eriksdale Mustangs.
In the early years,Jerry had a mixed farm including
beef cattle. Eileen, a hard worker, enjoyed her lovely
flower and vegetable gardens. She was an active mem-

with his dad, fished, drove school bus and was Vogar
postmaster from 1982-1986. Then he became postmaster at Winnipeg Beach where they now reside. They
have three children: Ryan, Regan, and Leanne.
Ryan, born on August 1, 1978 in the Eriksdale Hospital, attended pre-school in Eriksdale, then went to Ashern school until the family moved. He plays hockey,
played and refereed soccer, enjoys drawing, writing and
comic book collecting.
Regan, born C)ctober 7,1984in Ashern a,ttends school
in Winnipeg Beach. He enjoys soccer and hockey.
Leanne, born in WinnipegJune 9, 1990, is in gymnastics club, takes part in a can-skate program and is in

ber of the community. She was manager of the Siglunes
bingo and was treasurer of the Siglunes Ladies Aide for
25 years.
In 1952 hydro and telephone services were installed

in the area. The Eyfords had the local telephone exchange (open from 7 am until 12 midnight) in their
kitchen, from 1952-1972. There was a phone booth in
their basement. Dial phones came in 1971.
Jerry on violin, and Eileen on piano, played for dances,
at the Hayland hall. They were accompanied by
Walter Wright on accordion andJohn Bergman with his
banjo.
Jerry still lives on the farm with Allan. In 1990Jerry
took a trip to Iceland with Arlene.
Arlene has worked at various jobs in Winnipeg and
resides there at the present time.
Arnold married Heather Weir, born August 22, 1952,
of Peterborough, ON on October 26, 1974. They lived

kindergarten (1995).
Arnold coached Regan's soccer team for two years.
He has been on the board of directors for the Recrea-

mainly

learJerry and Eileen's house for

12

tion Centre.
Heather has been involved with the Ladies Auxiliary
of her church. She enjoys curling and being a homemaker.

Eileen battled diabetes for over twenty years, passing
away,January 27,1985 at 65.Jerry retired as mail carrier at the end of March 1995, after 70 years of service.

years, Arnold fa¡med

Memories of Yesterday

Eriksdale York Boat Lining up for a race at Portage la Prairie
Sandi Gumbrill, Randy Surgenor, Ross Gumbrill,
?, ?, Campbell Forsyth

Men's Fashions (1927)
Jim Cox, Ed George, Dan McFayden, Lee Gamble
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side. It was just like a movie scene to me.

I arrived late at
night and then in the morning discovered we had a basement full of water and seven lots of the tallest grass I'd
ever seen, but we had a whole house to ourselves.
My first visitors were the McFadyen kids. Next came
my neighbor across the street, Mrs. Dinnes. Then came

FAIRBAIRN
Bill & Freida
Bill, the middle child and only son of David William
and Agnes Fairbairn of Portage la Prairie, was christened David William, but for convenience assumed the
name Bill. His father was

a

a very business-like young man, who said he was

harness maker and his mother

Raymond Smith, that he was the paper boy and would I
be interested in subscribing.
Bill put up swings and a teeter-totter and we ended
up with about 13 kids and almost as many dogs playing
in the yard; the Forsyths, the Mills, the Whitneys and
the Smiths. It was fun! If a quarrel erupted I'd grab a
cookie jar and head out to the step and called treaty time
and kids and dogs came a-running. Several years later
the grass was finally cut down. The day we found out
that Barry McFadyen was allergic to couch grass, the man
with the scythelaid it bare.
We were given our chosen son in September 1952.
He was three weeks old and he had been born August
31, so he shared a birth date with Linda. We christened
him David William, so he became the third in the line of
Davids.
Andrea was born on March 23, 1954 and Sheilagh
arrived September 29, 1960. Both were born in the old
hospital in Eriksdale.
Linda became a Licensed Practical Nurse and worked
in Winnipeg, Gillam and Eriksdale. She married Wayne
Murray on March 4, 1980. Wayne was a widower with a
family of three; Robert, Cindy and Brian, and Linda took
her son, Robbie, into that marriage.
Linda, Wayne and their family moved to White Court,
AB, where Linda worked in the hospital and Wayne
drove for one of the oil companies. They later took over
a taxi company. Linda and Cindy have gone into a flo-

a seamstress.

I, Freida, was the eighth child of Frederick and Lucy
Ellen Woodward of Kamsack. I had four sisters and four
brothers. My parents owned a bakery. Would you believe bread at five cents and six cents a loaf and buns at
15 cents a dozen? More amazingr they raised a family of
nine! The whole family worked in the bakery until they
got married or started their own business. My turn came
during the war when my two youngest brothers joined
up and lwas aþþointedthe new baker of the family. For a
year prior to that I was the family's, Brewu, Steuu, Grinder
and Fire minder in other words the cook. I didn't escape
until after the war.
Bill joined up in 1940 and served in the artillery with
the 17 Field Regiment as a signaler. He served in Italy,
Belgium, Holland and Germany. When he got out he
took ajob with the MTS. We met at Swan River in 1947
and married October 22. We lived in a little tourist cabin.
InJanuary his work took us to Dauphin. We shared a
suite there with another couple. In the spring I moved
to Portage where I lived with Bill's folks while I waited
out the arrival of Linda on August 31, 1948. We continued to live in Portage. Bill was only home for 24 hours
on the weekends. In the spring of 1950 he was working
ten hours a day, seven days a week in Virden. I packed
up Linda, some of our belongings and joined Bill. We
lived in a lean-to kitchen with others occupying the balance of the house. Bill was home every night.
In August we moved to Eriksdale where Bill became

rist business.
Andrea married Bruce Lang on March 22, 1973, and,
they had two children, Michelle and David. We lost
Michelle on March 25, 1990 in an automobile accident.
Andrea and Bruce moved to White Court in September 1990 and are both working there.
David married Kathy in Waterton on May 30, 1981.
They met in Edmonton where he was attending University, got his degree in Recreation and is now employed
with the city of Edmonton. Kathy is a pharmacist working in one of Edmonton's hospitals. They have two little
girls, Kaeli (March 31, 1988) and Kelsey (February 21,

district man for the area covering Oak Point to
Gypsumville. This move was great fìnancially for us at
$100 a month. With rent $25 a month and our groceries
$1S-$ZO a month, we had money left over. Previously he

had been earning 50 cents an hour - weather permitting.

I'll never forget that trip up here from Portage

over
#6 Highway under construction; under mud and water,
endless miles heading away up north. I remember writing my mother about that trip and describing this little
northern village, with its Tiading store. It had fascinated
me, with everything in it from food, modern household
goods, button boots for the ladies and a board walk out-

1990). Kathy wÍrs very
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ill when Kelsey was born. They

MB. Four girls were born to them, Lori Dawn, Carrie
Lynn, NikkiJoy, and Brin Renee.
Wesley is not married and lives on Vancouver Island.
Vernon married Debbie Hoffman of Ashern in 1984.

discovered that she had celiac disease. With careful attention to her diet she is now able to maintain a degree of
health.
Sheilagh has been working in child care work for several years and managed to get her Child Care III status.
Rtpley Hayes also works in Day Care as a special needs
person. They married Àpril 27, I9gL a¡rd livc in Winni-

They have a son named Devon and a daughter,Jodi, and
live in Ashern, where Vernon is employed by the Manitoba Departmcnt of Highways.
Kenneth is married to Sandra Geisler of Ashern. They
have a son, Brandyn, and a daughter, Brenna, and live in
Ashern. Ken is self-employed in the building industr¡
Douglas is notmarried, and lives in Winnipeg. He was
employed by CNR until November 1989, when he was
involved in a train accident. He sustained serious injuries, leaving him permanently disabled.
Brian is married to Angie Poetker of New Bothwell,
MB, and they reside near Steinbach. They have three
children; Ashley Suzanne, Colin David and Casandra
Mae. Brian works as a builder, and Angie is an excellent
florist in addition to being a homemaker.
Garry, the youngest member of the family, is a long
distance trucker. He is not married.
Sue and I enjoyed our time in Briksdale, and over the
years we developed many close friendships, which have
left warm, lasting memories. Both of us were active in the
community, serving on various committees for the local
Co-op, the Credit Union, and the Agricultural Society as
well as being involved in 4-H Clubs. We leftEriksdale in
1981. Sue died accidentally onJanuary 3, 1985.

peg.

Bill retired in September

1981. We both play golf in

the summer and of course there's gardening. I leave that

to Bill. We have seven lots and that's a lot of work, but
we'll probably continue sitting here until we can't look
after things.

And me, well I might be writing history in the middle
of the night or up painting a picture at six o'clock in the
morning or at 1:30 at night.
In this world where so many people are being laid off
or are on strike, or facing retirement, I still find I'm caught
in the kitchen. I'm too shy to carry a picket and have
decided that because I was so retiring, that's just what
be - a retired housewife.

I'd

FALK

Ben & Sue
I were married in November 1951, and moved
to Briksdale in April 1952. We purchased two quarter
Sue and

sections fromJoe Richtick, one being the SW l7-22-6W,

known

as the

Norby homestead. Due to wet conditions,

and little drainage, the going was tough the first years.

FERRIS

After ten years, we sold our property to Victor Price,
and purchased NW 12-22-6, the Wilfred Pearson place,
along with the old Lindell place, one mile north of what
was then the Hartfìeld School.
We raised cattle and grain, and eventually went into
selling milk to Arborg, and later to Winnipeg.
Bight children were born to us, all of whom were educated at Eriksdale. They were all involved in 4-H and
various sports, including hockey and baseball.
Gerald our eldest, was married to Cheryl Galloway, a
young widow from Kenora in 1984, at which time Cheryl
and her two young daughters,Joella andJayme moved

Frank & Jean
My parents settled on a homestead in Eriksdale district
in 1918 on the SE 20-21-3W. Their family consisted of
one girl and four boys. I was four years old.
I remember the trips we made to Eriksdale by horse
and buggy to buy groceries and sell our cream.
For us kids the great joy came when they bought us a
chocolate bar or ice cream cone. As the years rolled on, I
graduated from Lalonde School with my grade eight certificate. For my grade nine I went to Eriksdale. My teacher's name was Mina Russell who ruled with an iron hand.
There were no failures in her class! I was happy to get
my grade nine certificate. This was the end of school for

to Ashern, where they continue to reside. Two children,

Allana and Michael, were born to Gerald and Cheryl.
Gerald is a heavy equipment operator.
Gwen our daughter, was married to Lorrie Allary of
Oak Point in 1976. In due course they moved to Steinbach,

me.
We were in the great Depression and we were lucky to

get25 cents a day working for a neighbor in the district.
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sent to Port Hardy, as possible reinforcement for the Aleu-

tian Islands, but was not needed. Therefore I was transferred back to Winnipeg to the Canadian Provost Corp. I
was mostly on train patrol. I was discharged from there
on medical grounds.
When I recovered I took over the family farm from
my retiring parents. This I was able to do with the help of
the Veteran Land Act. It was here that we raised seven
children; four boys and three girls.
I was contract driving school bus for 2I years (L947'
1968), fìrst to Cook School, then to Buffalo Lake School,
then to Chatfield. When the divisions were formed, first
to Poplarfìeld, then to Fisher Branch, 'til I was 65 years
old.

In
Frank Ferris & Family (1966)

1968 our children were all grown up and left home

for greener pastures. It was then that we had an auction
sale and sold everything except our house and garage
which the buyer didn't want.
We bought one acre of land on Henderson Highway
north of Lockport and had our house and garage moved
on this property where we now live in retirement.

Later on if you worked for a farmer, the government
paid the farmer $5 for boarding you and paid the worker
$5 a month for wages.
I stayed with my parents off and on helping them on
the farm. We had a number of cows to milk for the cream.
We were very forhrnate that R. Casselman operated a
creamery in Eriksdale. He sent a truck once a week to
pick up the cream from local farmers.
In 1933 I got a job working for Pierre Durant, a farmer
at Notre Dame De Lourdes. I worked for five months
during the summer; total pay was $90.
In 1936 I went to McKenzie Island, ON in the hopes
of getting work in the gold mines. I was one of the lucky

Frank andJean Ferris had seven children:
Blizabeth Frances (July 27, 1942). George Brian (October 5, 1943). Stanley Frank (October 7, 1945). Lamy
Milton (August 2I,1947), deceasedJune 15, 1968. Lorraine Mildred (August 21, 1947). RobertJohn (July 29,
1951). Carrie Yolanda (January 13, 1958).

FLINTA FAMILY

job at the mines. Construction

was going on
I was
When
completed,
crusher
house.
for a mill and a
sent underground as a mucker. I soon became a machine
helper, drilling holes for blasting in hard rock. Five months
later I became the operator of a machine. My wages were
$5 a day (eight hours), plus a small bonus for any extra
footage you made. It was here that my brother,Joe, and
I built a house for us. There we lived 'til the mine closed

few to get

in

a

1941.

then came to the home of my parents. It was here
that I married a young girl that I met at the mines. Her
name wasJeanne Gentles. Soon after, I got ajob working

I

for Swift Canadian Meat Co. in Winnipeg. I worked there
for three years, and it was there that our first two children were born.
I terminated my employment at Swift's to join the
Arrried Forces. I took my basic training at Red Deer, AB

Stefan & Anna FIinta
Stefan, the second child ofJohn and Zonia Flinta was
born in Toki Galacia, Austria on August 17, 1889. He had
one older brother and two younger sisters. His father remarried so Stefan also had a half brother and sister.

with the RCASC, was transferred to the KORC and was
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Stefan was taught four languages in school; German,

effort, She had one brother who was sent to a Siberia¡r
Labor Camp for nine years because he spoke out against
the government.
Stefan, with the help of his uncle, met and soon after
married Anna Romanuik on August 30, 1919. On Novcmbcr 23, 1920, shc gavc birth to their fìrst child, a girl,
Sonia.; na.med after her paternal grandmother,Zonia.
Stefan, a veteran of the war, and also of the revolution against Communism, realized that the political situation of the time in central Europe made his safety, and

Russian, Polish and Ukrainian. He learned English when

he moved to Canada. He finished his elementary, but
he did not try to pursue his education any higher because he was never very keen on his studies.

Anna was born in Koshlaki Galacia, Austria on Dc
cember

1, 1901. She was

the second child of four to Peter

and Anna Romanuik. Anna's schooling was literally
stopped during the lower grades due to the outbreak of
the WWI. She, unlike her future husband, was always

that of his family life threatening. Their survival depended on leaving behind the turmoil and finding another country in which to live.
Stefan learned through advisors (priests) that South
America and Canada were two feasible choices. Mani-

very keen to learn.
Stefan had come to the USA at the age of 14 hoping
to be able to stay. No one (the sponsor) had come to
meet him, so after a week of living in the States he had
to return to his home land.
When Stefan's father died (1910), Stefan (21)was about
to serve his compulsory three year military service term
with the Austrian Army. During that period of his military service there was a fire in the village destroying
homes and officialbuildings where land deedswere kept.
It was then that Stefan's step-mother took advantage of
the situation; sold all the land and buildings and took off
with her own two children to the USA; leaving Stefan,
his brother (who were both in military service and away

toba needed immigrants for farming and because Stefan's
secondary schooling was training as a horticulturist, his

application for a farm was accepted.
It just so happened at that time Canadian railways;
CN and CP needed settlers in various parts of western
Canada, so that they could extend rail lines and receive
government grants.
Before long the family's new house was sold. In the
early spring of 1925, Stefan Flinta along with wife, Anna,
and daughter, Sonia, emigrated from Poland to Canada.
They took a train from Warsaw to Paris, France; then
on to France's seaport La Bourdois. From there they
boarded a French ship by the name of La Bourdonnais,
arriving at Halifax on April 26,1925. Then on, by train,
to Winnipeg.
When the family came over to Canada, they needed
$500 for the Government and $SOO to buy five cows, a
team of horses, plow, wagon/sleigh, two pigs, rack and
enough food and furniture to start.
The Flinta's first settled on a quarter section in the
Parkview area. This land seemed hard for the new settlers to farm; so they eventually bought the old Scott
place (SE 36-21-7W) at Pineview in the Clydebank area

from home) and their two sisters virtually penniless.
When the boys returned in 1913, they were rendered
helpless (financially).

When WWI broke out in 1914, Stefan was recruited
and made a Corporal. Stefan served as a Corporal until
being taken prisoner by the Russians in 1916. As a prisoner he nearly lost his life due to an outbreak of typhoid
fever. After recovery in a Russian hospital, he was sent
to work at a Russian Post Office helping to deliver mail,
still being a prisoner of war. It was from there that he
escaped back to his village and rejoined an army to fight
against the Russian revolution which started in Russia in
1917.

Stefan would say this about the land the fìghting hap-

in 1926.
The language barrier was the most difficult to overcome in what seemed to the newcomers, almost hostile

pened on: "The land there is the richestland in the world
because of all the blood shed on it. In so many of the

fields you would see hills with crosses on them. They
put as many people as possible in one grave."
When the war was on and Anna was in her teens, the
family had to move into a back shed as the soldiers took
over the family home. Anna's father, Peter, watched his

surroundings.
Soon the dir$ thirties depression put an additional
strain on their life, but with perseverÍrnce and help from
kindly neighbors, they were able to get a foothold in
this, to them, a strange counh'y.
Money, in those days, was in very short supply, but
the family were always well fed, as there were fowl and

children closely because of the soldiers intrusion. He was
afraid that one of his children could be hurt severely by
them. Anna dug trenches during war time for the war
344

livestock to butcher.

band, Eddie Rogers. They both moved to the USA for
several years. Upon returning to Winnipeg, she worked
at a number ofjobs, including the Free Press and several

Stefan built a hot bedto start garden plants and a root
cellar

to store vegetables for the winter.

Anna, sitting by the box heater in winter, carded, spun
and knit for her family. A sewing machine, bought from

service establishments.

The economy improved, and more land was acquired.

Jennie had no children. She died in 1978 and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
Alex was bornJune 1929, grew up and remained on
the family farm. He married Mary Bruce. Their children
are: Rhonda, Stanley, Bruce and Beverly.
Alex inherited his father's undaunted spirit, He was a
buyer, trucker, farmer and whatever else was necessary
to ea¡n a living and run the farm. Always ambitious and
hard working, he is devoted to the well-being of his children and grandchildren.

Stefan was always proud of his horses, but it was his car

Fred was born September 1930. Having a chronic ill-

the Eaton's catalogue the year son Alex was born, was
put to good use sewing everything from underwear to
coats for the family.

Anna always took time out to read bedtime stories to
the children and Stefan made playing cards out of spare
cardboard to while away the winter evenings. A sled was

made for sliding down the haystacks that, to the children, looked like snow covered mountains.

in and out of

that gave him the feeling of freedom to drive around the

ness most of his life, he spent many years

country!
When Stefan and Anna retired to just outside the town
of Eriksdale, their garden and raspberry bushes flourished. Much was given to neighbors and friends.
It was here where Stefan, always interested in world
news, sat at his television and watched in utter amazement, appreciating the technology making it possible for
man to walk on the moon.
When Stefan's age made it unsafe for him to operate
his car, theymoved into the FriendlyVillain town, where
Anna extended friendship and hospitality generously.
Sonia took her schooling and some high school correspondence grades at Clydebank. She moved to Winnipeg to work in 1939. In 1944 she married Andrew
Anderson while he was still in the Navy. They had four
children: Doreen, Myrna, Andrea and Wayne.
Sonia went back into the work force as an order desk
clerk for a lumber company in 1959, to support herself
and the children.
In 1966 she stopped work to upgrade her secondary
schooling, ending her education with two years of busi-

hospitals. He is now in a nursing home in Winnipeg. He

never ma¡ried.
Helen was born March 1933. She was delivered at
home by a midwife. Her schooling at Clydebank was
also supplemented with correspondence courses. Helen
married Laurie Kauppila. Their children are: Doreen,
Brian, Debbie, Lori, Martin and Howard.

Always ready to learn something new, Helen took
courses in tailoring, adding to the knowledge of sewing

her mother had instilled in her. From her father, Helen
inherited the penchant for neatness. Her strong work
ethic and green thumb went a long way to provide the
necessities to the family home, the mainstay of her life.
Stefan died November 11, 1977. He was 88. Anna died
August 5, 1989, at the age of 89. Anna and Stefan Flinta
are buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

They lived in the knowledge that it was the right
choice, when they chose this great land for their family

to call home.
As remembered by Stefan and Anna's granddaughter Bev Murphy:
Grandma Anna, with her broken English, would say

ness college.

tlaaor for the things that she and Grandpa liked, not
favorite. For an example: Grandma would say, "Coro-

Her last

15 years of employment before retirement in
with the Province of Manitoba, as an internal
auditor that entailed both urban and some rural areas.
Her working career ended with the Civil Litigation

1986, was

nation Street is my tløaor show."
When the family was leaving from a visit at our grandparent's, Grandpa Steve would say, "Don't forget to remember us." \,Ve said we wouldn't and we still haven't.

Branch of theJustice Dept.
Jennie was delivered by a midwife, December, 1925.
By nine months she was walking. Her schooling was
taken at Clydebank. She moved to Winnipeg in her mid

Alex Flinta
Alex was the third child of Stefan and Anna Flinta. Alex
was born onJune 19, 1929 at home.

teens.

After working several years she married her first hus345

Ftinta Family 11995) Lyle, Mark & Diane, Bev & Ned Murphy, Mary, Robbie, Therese & Bruce, Alex,
Amanda Friesen, Eleanor Kauppila, Holly (holding Ryan), Rhonda & Bud Cleary, Heather Bruce;
Danielle & Colin (holding Kimberly) Eríckson, Stan lholding Kaitlin);
Karlí & Wade Muphy
Before Alex went to school in the morning, he would

good pair of pants.

In Alex's teen years he went to school dances at the

help his mother Anna clean the barn while his father
did other chores. He went to Clydebank school until 13
years of age and quit in grade five. The reason Alex quit

Clydebank School. They were held about once or twice
a month. Essie Seymour (Malpas) would take the young
men up on the dance floor and teach them how to dance,
while Bill Seymour would take the young ladies and teach
them, That was how Alex learned and continued to be a
very accomplished dancer. Alex took pride in teaching
his own daughters the dance steps. They would stand
on Alex's boots as he maneuvered them around the

was because he hated school and the new teacher who
started, Mrs. Mary College, was not liked by him either.

Alex worked on the family farm after he quit school.
Alex remembers never being hungry. But he does
remember the Allen children; Laurie, Keith and Verna,
having oranges. Alex, Bill and Keith would all anxiously
wait while the Allen children peeled them so they could

kitchen floor to the music of an old time waltz. He is
now teaching his granddaughters in the same way.
After Alex got his driver's license, he bought a 1923
Studebaker from Mr. Scott for $ZS. tt¡r. Scott bought the

eat the peels. They all craved something different to eat.

The Flintas just usually ate simple meals like soup. One
of the delicacies that Alex remembers is boiled rice or
macaroni in milk. (To this day all his children still like

car and only used it for one year; after this he parked the

car in the bush. Mr. Fred Ford helped Alex by telling
him who had a car for sale and by going with him to buy
it. Alex recalls how he was driving the car across a field
to go to the dance with a carload of friends when the oil
pan tif the car hit a ruck ¿urd cooked the motor. IIe then
sold the car to Wilfred Blue for scrap.
The family's first tractor was bought a¡ound 1942-43.
It was a 1530 International on steel wheels. The next
tractor they bought was a 30 Massey in 1945.
On October 21, 1950 Alex married Mary Bruce, old-

this).

Alex used to help Mr. Kennedy harvest his potatoes,
mangels and turnips. At the end of the day Mr. Kennedy
would give Alex a chocolate bar which was worth 5 cents
for payment.
He went to work forJim Havard and helped him hay
at the age of 14. This was the first job at which he worked
out on. In the winter, time he worked for Tom Seymour
doing chores for a dollar a day. The second winter Alex
went fishing with Tom. For three dollars Alex bought a
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est daughter ofJack and

Annie Bruce. Together they had
four children: Rhonda (Cleary), Stanley, Bruce and
Beverley (Murphy).
The family had a mixed farming operation (milking

Mary and Alex have four children. They a¡e: Rhonda
Alexis (Cleary) born October 26, 1951; Stanley Allen
born onJune 3, 1954; Bruce Alexander born onJuly B,
1957; and Beverley Anne (Murphy) born on May 14,

cows andgrain farming) in the Clydebank area. The fam-

1961.

ily quit milking in

In the fall of L976, Mary and Alex separated and Mary
moved with Bruce and Beverley into Eriksdale after buy-

1968, went into beef and continued
with the grain. They had a fish station from 1954 until
the early 1970s. They bought fish from the fishermen on
Lake Manitoba. For many years they bought frogs from
the local people who picked them. Also, Alex was often
called upon to haul farm commodities for local farmers.
Alex bought a 1969 Ford tandem truck with a tag axle
which was brand new and eventually purchased a 922
Cat loader. He hauled gravel in the area, which was the
start of a small gravel business. Eventually, Alex's eldest
son Stanley took over this enterprise, and a few years
later, as the business expanded into other trucking avenues; it became known as Flinta Thucking.
Alex continued to live on the Flinta family homestead
until 1976, when he and Mary became separated, and
then eventually divorced. Mary, with her two younger
children, Bruce and Beverley moved to Eriksdale; while
Alex bought a house with Eleanor Kauppila and set up
a home for themselves on a small lot onJoseph (John)
Gaudette's land. They continue to reside there today.
Alex is now semi-retired, and continues to work with his
two sons on the family farm.

ing

a house trailer and setting it up on a double lot.
Mary became a member of the Clydebank Ladies
Club in 1952, where she still is an active member. In
1977,Mary continued her education by completing her
grade 12 through the GBD program; then in turn she
took a Businessjlyping course through the Red River
Community College Continuing Education. She worked
for a year at the hospital; and then in the fall of 1978,
sta¡ted to work at the Eriksdale School as a librarian.
She is still working there at the present time. Mary's

favorite hobbies are crafts, hand sewing and crocheting,
of which she has given items of her work to her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, plus other family members who enjoy them as precious keepsakes.

Stanley & Holly FIinta
On May 11, 1985 Stanley Allen Flinta, bornJune 3, 1954,
married Holly AnneJundt, born on December 16, 1961.
Stanley is the eldest son of Alex and Mary Flinta of Eriksdale. Holly is the daughter of Alfred andJanetJundt of
Camper.

Mary Flinta

When Stan was around twenty he bought his fìrst semitruck that started him in his own business. Over the years
he tried several different venues in the trucking field. In
1985, Stan opened a limestone quarry on a section of his
land. By using his own equipment, along with Bruce's
rock crusher, the two brothers began the rock crushing
business. Eventually Stan became the sole proprietor.
Local trucking, rock crushing and supplying, as well as,
grain and cattle farming, are how the Flintas now make

Mary Emily, the oldest daughter of four children ofJack
and Annie Bruce, was born on March 27, 1933. Mary
lived in the town of Briksdale with her family until she
was eight years old. After this time, the family moved
east of Eriksdale. She started school in Eriksdale

in 1939,

at the age of six and continued her education at the same

unti[une of 1950 where she completed her grade
ten. Mary worked at a few different jobs during her teenschool

age years. One of these jobs was at

MaMill's Cafe where

their living.
Holly worked as a licensed hairdresser in Winnipeg
and moved out to Eriksdale when the Eriksdale Care
Home opened. She worked there for three years prior to
marrying Stan. In 1985 when Stan expanded his trucking operation and farm, Holly quitwork outside the home
to do the bookkeeping and help in the management of

she worked as a waitress. This is where she met her fu-

ture husband Alex Flinta in 1948. On October 21, 1950,
Mary married Alex, oldest son of Anna and Steve Flinta.

The family had a mixed farming operation (milking
cows and grain farming) in the Clydebank area. The fam-

ily quit milking in

1968, went into beef and continued

with the grain. They had a fish station from 1954 until
the early 1970s. They bought fìsh from the fishermen on
Lake Manitoba. For many years they bought frogs from
the local people who picked them.

the business.

OnJune

18, 1993, Stan and

Holly had their first child;

a girl, Kaitlin Reanne. Then onJanuary 10, 1995, the
birth of their second child; a boy, Ryan Michael, com347

pleted their family. The family resides at the old Flinta
homestead where the farm and business are also cen-

trally located.

Bruce & Therese Flinta
Bruce, the third child of Alex Flinta and Mary Bruee,
bornJuly 8, 1957, at Eriksdale. Bruce spent his first
years of school at Clydebank, and for grade five was
bussed to Eriksdale.

a

was

,

Therese Hogue, the tenth and youngest child of
Wilfred Hogue and Marie Richaud, was born October
26, 1958, at Eriksdale. I attended La Fontaine School for
grades one to three.

In

1966 our school was closed and

we were sent to Eriksdale to further our education. I
graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1976.
Bruce and I were married on May 21, 1977, in Briks-

FONTAINE
Alfred & CIara

dale. We have two children, a daughter, Danielle Amiee,

born November 27,1974, and a son, Lyle Alexander
Wilfred, bornJuly 28, 1980.
Bruce owned the local transfer at the time we were
married and I worked at the Credit Union. Over the
years since, Bruce has worked on construction, hauled
cattle and freight on the highway and we've moved
around a bit following the work, but eventually found
ourselves back in Eriksdale. In 1982 we bought the home
quarter of Roy and Ann Pottinger, so we moved back to

Alfred (Fred) Fontaine was born on March 28, 1883 at
Granby, PQ He had one brother, Rodrique; two sisters,
Genevra and Vitarine. He had one step-brother, Megildle
and two step-sisters, Rose and Emma.

He came west when he was around 19 or 20 years
old. He went to his brother, Rodrique's, farm at Dollard,
SK. He didn't like it there because as he said, "it was all
hills and hollows."
He went to the USA and met his future wife, Clara

the country to eventually start a small farm.
Upon our return to Eriksdale I became employed by
Eriksdale Consumers Co-op, and now I manage the hardware store that opened April 1993.
In 1984 Bruce bought a rock crusher, and along with
his brother Stan who had a loader and trucks, they started
crushing rock for sale. In 1994 Bruce sold his crushing
equipment and turned his interest to farming, getting into
feeders and cow/calf.
In 1992 Danielle graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate
and went on to attend Red River Community College
taking Business Administration. In 1994 we became
grandparents to Kimberly Marie Erikson, born May 21.
On September 9, 1995 Danielle married Collin Erikson
and they now reside in Tyndall, MB.
Lyle is still in high school and hasn't decided what he
wants to do after graduation. His main interest at this
time is baseball or whatever sport is in season.
Bruce enjoys his cattle, motorcycles, and music. I enjoy curling, baseball, reading and of course, our main
enjoyment is our grandchild.

Lamoureux. She was the daughter of Pierre and
Philomine Lamoureux. Clara was born March 20, lB90
at Putnam Connecticut. She had a brother, Pierre and a
sister, Amanda. Fred and Clara were married February
11, 1908. Fred and Clara had six children: Eugene, born
at Tiranscona, MB; Dorilla, Florence and Flora (trvins),
Pauline and Theodore were all born in the States.
They farmed in the States. ln 1924 the Fontaines
moved fromJoliette, North Dakota to Tianscona, MB.
In Tianscona he worked as a draysman, delivering wood,
and hauling gravel. He worked hard there, but couldn't
make enough, so he became a back to the lander. That
meant the government gave them a quarter section of
land and some money. They moved August 31, 1932.
Tom Anderson, who was married to Dorilla, brought a
trailer load of their belongings with his car. He brought
Mrs. Fontaine, Theodore, Pauline, Florence and Flora.
Mr. Fontaine brought a mower, rake, and most of their
other things with a team of horses and a hay rack. It took
them three days to get to Eriksdale.
They settled on Brobak's farm. On the farm there was
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very small two room house. Later Fred and sons, Gene
and Theodore, built a couple more rooms.
Pauline and Theodore went to Deerhill School.
Fred worked hard and was able to pay off the loan
which the government gave them by cutting wood for
the Eriksdale Creamery and Louis Richardson Hotel at
Eriksdale. To puy his taxes he worked statute labour.
Clara got sick in April, 1945. She passed away May
20, L945 at the Eriksdale Hospital.
Fred had a sale on May 22,1946. He sold the farm to
Spencers. After he sold the farm he worked at the Bill
Monroe farm at Warren. When he retired from farming
he spent most of his time between his friend's place at
Warren and at his daughter, Polly and Albert Watson's
farm. He passed awayJune 12, 1968 in Winnipeg.
Two of their children; Eugene, and Dorilla, are deceased. Florence and Flora live in Winnipeg; Theodore
lives in California and Pauline lives in at Scotch Bay.
a

It's coincidental that Alfred Fontaine was born at
Granby, PQ which was about twenty miles from where
Edmund Flemming Watson, Polly's father-in-law was
born at Dunham, PQ. They both left Quebec around 18

or

Fred & Clara Ford

19 years of age. Fred Fontaine went to Saskatchewan

For a few years Fred and Clara were the proprietors
of the Manitoba House, a boarding house on the main
street in town. Fred also worked forJohn Forsyth in his
butcher shop. Then they moved to their Macross home-

and didn't like it; Edmund Fleming Watson went to Alberta and didn't like it. Edmund Fleming Watson settled
in Scotch Bay, then Fred moved to the farm about four

miles north of Eriksdale. The Watson fa¡m was about
fifteen miles west of Eriksdale. That means they lived
about twenty miles apart again!

stead.

After seven years, they moved to the Clydebank district onto NE Section 36-2I-7W 'til Fred's death in 1971
and Clara's in 1976.
Fred was a progressive farmer, served as a Clydebank
School Tiustee, was a leader in the district's Calf Club,

FORD

and he enjoyed entertaining people. He was said to be
the best Santa at the Clydebank Concerts! He loved auction sales, and was known to be helpful with the
neighbors' veterinary problems.
Clara, ahard working pioneer wife, spent long hours

Fred & Clara
In the early autumn of

1912, Fred Ford of Sussex, England took up residence in the Eriksdale municipality and
began homesteading on SW Section 7-22-7W in the
r school district of Macross.

helping outdoors alongside her husband. They had

His first winter was spent fishing on Lake Manitoba,
and the following spring Fred obtained work on the
Government Road Gang five days a week. He boarded
in Eriksdale except for weekends which were spent working on his 10x12 log shack at Macross.
April 3, 1915, he married Clara Slatten of Eriksdale.
She was the eldest child of Martin and Ellen Slatten's.
Their first home on Railway Street was purchased
from Mrs. Sprofsky, who, with the help of her two teenage daughters, had built it.

a

mixed farm. For years they shipped eggs and cream, and
Clara also sold eggs and dressed poultry at the door. In
the busy season she would walk long distances in open
range to locate the milk cows, and then milkup to twenty
cows alone. She pumped water for the herd on days when
the wind was calm and the windmill refused to work.
The Ford home was a half-way stop for fishermen and

others travelling to and from Eriksdale. Sometimes road
crews would park their trailers in the yard, and Clara

would provide meals for them.
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Clara & Fred Ford (June '1962)

Clara enjoyed being a member of the Clydebank
Ladies Club for many years, and was selected to be an
honorary member in the 1970's. After her husband's
death she remained on the fa¡m with their son Wallace.

Mary & Wallace Ford
Nel & Mike Skoropata 11991)

The Ford children:
Wallace, born in 1928, married to Mary Saunders. (See

On December 21, 1982 Wallace married Mary
Saunders of Clydebank. With the help of Mary's sons

Wallace Ford).
Joyce, born September 4, l936.Joyce took grades one
seven and correspondence grades nine and ten at Clydebank School, grade 11 at Eriksdale Collegiate, and grade

they built a new home on the family farm.
Mary is an excellent cook, seamstress, gardener and
homemaker. She is a valued member of the Clydebank

-

United College in Winnipeg. She taught one year
on permit at North Star School east of Lundar, before
taking teacher's training at the Tuxedo Normal School,
and one year after, taught at Nyland School, four miles
north of Eriksdale. Joyce married Benjamin Watson of
12 at

Ladies Club.

Now semi-retired from cattle and grain farming,
Wallace and Mary maintain a beautiful yard and garden
in summer; and they are avid members of the New Ho-

rizons Club. They enjoy comPany and often entertain.

Scotch Bay. (See Benjamin Watson).

FORD

FORSLUND FAMILY

Wallace & Mary

Johan & Alice Forslund

Wallace was born onJanu-

Around the beginning of the 20th century, an immigration official visited Vasterbotten, a province in northern
Sweden. Work there was becoming scarce and this land
agent, as he was called, described to the people there a
wonderful country with no flies or mosquitoes, where
land was plentiful and where there was lots of work for
anyone with ambition and a pioneer spirit. The land he
was referring to was North America, Canada in particu-

ary 12,1928. As a young
man he belonged to the
Grain Club, played baseball for the Pineview baseball team, and also a member ofthe Eriksdale Square

Ford

DanceClub.Hecurledfor
many winters, enjoyed
spring muskrat trapping, and like his father, enjoyed
helping others with their veterinary problems.
Wallace

lar.

Following this visit the main topic of conversation in
Vasterbotten was whether to meet this challenge or not.
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Mr & Mrs Johan Forslund
Johan Gustave Forslund (1864-1948) and his wife, Elise
or Alice as she is known (1867-1938), decided they would

Oskar & Sofia Lundmark

leave Sweden for this land of opportunity.

In Canada, they settled in Winnipeg. There they es-

My morfar (mother's father), Oskar Lundmark was born
November 3, l87l at Nas, Vasterbotten, Sweden. My
mormor (mother's mother), Ulrika Sofia Forslund, a
younger half-sister toJohan Gustave Forslund was born
December 29, L870 in Bygdea, Vasterbotten, Sweden.
They were married April 15, 1895 in the church at
Bygdea. They, like so marry others in northern Sweden,
were struck by Ameríca Feaer as the exodus to North
America was and still is referred to in Sweden.
After his discharge from the Swedish army on October 30, 1906, Oskar decided to leave for Canada the
following spring. Armed with a work reference from the

tablished a boarding house on Riverton Avenue which
they maintained until 1910. It became a stopping place
for many other Swedes that emigrated to Canada.
The Forslunds had no children of their own. The son
they had adopted in Sweden had died before they left
there. So when a dying widower friend of theirs with
two small children asked them to raise his family, they
gave it great consideration. Elise felt it would be difficult
to care for a baby while running a boarding house, so
the baby, Kalle (Charlie), was taken in by the Bensons at
Inwood. However, the Forslunds agreed to take Hilma
Amanda, the older of the two. To her dying day, Amanda
treasured the envelope on which her father had written
in Swedish, I giae my daughter, Amanda, to the Forslunds to

Robertsfors lumber mill and a dream for a better life, he
set off leaving Sofia and their three sons behind.

Upon his arrival in Winnipeg in the spring of 1907,
he heard that the Interlake, as we know it today, was

raise as their own.

During the years spent in Winnipeg, Gustave Forslund
had taken a homestead on the SE 20-22-5W and with
the help of neighbors and friends had built a log house
in preparation for their move from the city.
On the farm, they raised cattle, a flock of chickens
and grew some feed grain. When Amanda became of
school age, they became involved with the Nyland School
where she would attend. Gustave and Blise also became
members of the Good Templars, a temperance organizatton of the time.
Elise passed away in February 1938. Shortly after that,
Gustave and Amanda moved back to Winnipeg. There
they became known asJohn and Hilma Forslund.

being settled and that homesteads were available there.
He and several other Swedes decided that was where
they would settle. The area later became known as the
Nyland (meaning new landin English) district.
Oskar's first year in Canada was spent helping build
the Forslund house and taking out timber for his own.
Spruce trees were then plentiful in the area, but harvesting them and turning them into logs for a home was slow,
laborious work. The trees had to be felled with axe and
hand saw, then hewn into square timbers with a broad
axe. The timbers were then fastened together with dowels, not nails, and dove-tailed at the corners of the building. That had been his trade in the Old Country so he
was up to the task. By the end of that year, the Forslund
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house was completed, but they were still living in Win-

bumper crops of barley in his fïelds.

The boys were growing up and Helmer was con-

nipeg so it was decided that Oskar would send for Sofia
and the boys.

scripted by the Canadian Army to fight in WWI. Before

Oskar's family arrived in August 1908 with two trunks.
One had been filled with food for the month-long journey by ffaln and boat; the other held their personal belongings. Sofìa was seasick much of the way across the
North Sea to England and the boys; Helmer aged almost twelve, Magnus eight years old, and Sanfrid four,
were left to take care of themselves much to her consternation. Oskar met his famiþ in Winnipeg and they spent
some time at Forslund's boarding house while they

he left

1916, he brought home a team of horses and

zmd younger brothers ¡row úlat he wuuld uo louger be

there to help.

As farming methods improved, his fields became
larger and crops more bountiful. Oskar bought his first
threshing machine which was run by a stationary engine
on a sleigh, as threshing was often postponed until after
the snow came. Neighbors brought their sheaves over to
be threshed, too. One Christmas Bve, Louis and August
Balon came with a load to be threshed. Mormor was
busy preparing lutfisk, and pickled herring for the
evening meal. She was worried that the threshing would
not be done in time, but much to her relief the job was
finished by mid-afternoon.
My mother was the first Canadian born into the
Lundmark family. Signe Elvira Sofia Lundmark was delivered by a midwife at the Egnell home in Winnipeg on
September 25, 1911. Oska¡ and Sofia Lundmark's fam-

stocked up with provisions for the winter ahead.
From Winnipeg they took the CNR to the end of the

line at Oak Point. The rest of the arduous journey had to
be made by lumber wagon along bush trails on the ridges.
Night fell upon them before they reached their destination. Sofia spotted what she thought was a lantern behind a gate, so they headed toward it. As it turned out, it
was an unchinked log house with cracks so wide that the
light was shining through. There they spent the night as

guests

in

harness for them to make farming easier for his father

of an lcelandic family somewhere around

ily was now complete.

Deerhorn.
The following day they travelled on, crossing a creek
with water so deep it was coming up into the wagon box.
The sacks offlour had to be unloaded and carried across
on their shoulders or heads. And the swarms of mosquitoes!Theywere sure the land agentwho told them about

With the influx of more settlers, the need arose for a
school and a church. The Nyland School was built in
1912 and the Zion Lutheran Church across the road,
south of the school was built in 1918. They were built
with volunteer labor using mainly material from the

this wonderful country where there were no flies or
mosquitoes must have visited here in winter.

Sleeve Lake sawmill.

Mormor, to whom religion was very important, was a
strong influence in establishing a church in her community and in getting ministers to come out from the city.
The community was served by a student minister each

The Lundmarks settled into the Forslund house which

they shared with Karl and Clara Winberg during their
firstyear in Canada. They later became close neighbors

summer and an ordained minister conducted confirmation classes each fall. These ministers boarded with their
parishioners who took turns housing them.
As a pre-schooler, I spent a great deal of time with
mormor and morfar. I remember well the flock of sheep
they had by then acquired, the lambs, the shearing and
the dipping for ticks. Then there was the washing of
fleeces, and hanging them on pole fences and wood piles
to dry. After the fleeces were dry, they were carded and

and life-long friends.

During the summer of 1909, the Lundmark house was
raised. While the building was in progress, the wild ani-

mals looked on with curiosity. Mormor often told the
story of the moose sticking its head through the window
opening to see what was going on inside. The following
spring they moved into their own home on NE 20-225W.

Now that the family was all together in their own
home, thoughts turned to making a living for themselves
on their homestead. A cow was purchased, and a team
of oxen to clear the land and work the fields. When there
was need for extra money, morfar would go to work in

either spun into yarn or made into batts for quilts.
Mormor's quilting frame was always set up in the attic
so that whenever she had the time she could work on it.
Many quilts were made in that attic, including one for

the bush or on the railroad when it was being extended

each of us grandchildren.
By the late 1930's, morfar was getting crippled by ar-

northward from Oak Point. By 1912, he was growing
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thritis and his sons convinced him to retire. None of his
sons was interested in taking over the farm, so it was
sold to a family of back-to-the-landers. Morfar hauled the
logs he had prepared to NW 5-22-5W close to Eriksdale. There he built a retirement home for himself and

words to the songs he played.
He used to tell the story of how the railway was built
across the muskeg. Thees were cut and used to make a

mormor beside his daughter, Signe, and son-in-law, Gust

corduroy roadbed on which the rails were laid. How-

Berg.

ever, when the tree line was reached there was no more

The evening of September 7, 1944, morfar suffered a
ruptured blood vessel in his head. I was sent to get the
doctor while mormor and mother did what they could
for him. It was already dark and had been raining, so to
save the new shoes I had just gotten for school I went
barefoot. I ran the mile and a half to the hospital and
one of the nurses contacted Dr. Paulson who lived in
Lundar. By the time the doctor arrived it was too late.
The body was prepared at home by the undertaker,
then placed in the coffin and stored in the granary until
the day of the funeral. The service was conducted in the
yard at home with the coffin placed on saw-horses in
front of the minister. Burial was in the Eriksdale Cem-

material from which they could build the corduroy. So,
the enterprising construction crew would go back down

During the long, lonely winter evenings, he spent many
hours listening to the gramophone and writing out the

the tracks, pull the trees out of the roadbed, and lay them

on the next section of corduroy.
Gust later moved to NW 5-22-5W closer to Eriksdale.
He had been quite an adventurer in his younger days,
having gone to sea at the age of sixteen. Eventually he
ended up in North America where he worked at many
different things on both sides of the Canada./U.S. border before he went to war as a Canadian infantryman.
Now, however, he felt it was time to marry and settle
down. OnJuly 7, 1930 he married Signe Lundmark and
together they raised a family of seven children: Ellen,
Linnea, Albert, Mabel, Emily, Carl and Rudy.

etery.

Sofia then shared her home with Signe and family
until her death on December 21, 1958. She was laid to
rest beside her husband as she had wished.

To support the family, they milked cows and sold
cream to the Eriksdale Creamery as well as growing feed
grain for the cattle and pigs. They also had a big garden
so most of their food was home grown except for flour,
sugar, salt, coffee, tea, fruit, etc. These groceries were
purchased from the Briksdale Tlading Company store
run by Sid Goodridge. There they had a charge account
which was paid at the end of each month when the veterans' pension cheque came.
One summer evening toward the end of the Dirty
Thirties, three strangers walked into the farmyard. They
were a father, son and son-in-law from SK who had been
riding the freight trains hoping to find work in ON. In
Winnipeg, they had jumped on the wrong train and
ended up going north instead of east. When they realized they had made a mistake, they jumped off north of
Eriksdale and wandered into our place. They were invited for supper and told they could sleep in the hayloft.
At the time we were living in a two-room log shanty.

Gust & Signe Berg
My father,Johan Gustave Berg, was born August 13, 1882
at Kinnared, in the province of Halland, Sweden. He
came to Eriksdale as a veteran returned from WWI and
took a homestead on SW 22-22-5W in the Deerhill district north of Eriksdale.
There he grew grain, working the land with his team
of horses. After seeding, he put his team out to pasture
and went away to work until harvest. One time he worked
at building the Hudson Bay Railway to Churchill; another time he went prospecting in the God's Lake area.

But, Dad had just bought lumber to add on two bedrooms. So, the three strangers stayed to help build the
addition. By the time they left, they had realized that the
employment situation was no better anywhere, so they
decided to jump on a freight train, again and head back
to Saskatchewan.
In my childhood days, most farmers operated small
mixed farms on a quarter or half section of land. Each
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by stahtte labor. This municipal byJaw required each land
owner to contribute three days labor at road building if
he could provide a team or six days labor if he had no
team. Ditches were dug with a horse-drawn scraper and
the dirt was dumped from the scraper by tipping it manually on the road bed between the ditches. It was my job
to carry lunch and coffee to Dad when he was putting in
his three days. By fulfìlling his duty, each landowner
earned a rebate on his taxes.
The main social event in my parents' life was the
monthly Vasa meeting. Meetings alternated between
Nyland School and Nord School. The trip there was made
by horse and buggy in summer; by horse and cutter in
winter. Both Dad and Mother were at one time officials
of this Swedish sick benefit organization. The highlight
of the year was the annual picnic with its baseball, races,
lunch, and lemonade made from real lemons. And of
course, each child had to have a turn at cranking the icecream maker! In later years, Dad became a member of

the Legion.
I recall one extra special picnic held at Chief's Point.
The Knox and Smith Tiansfer was hired to transport
everyone to the beach. We were picked up at the gate,
loaded into the truck box and seated on benches that
had been set up inside. More people were picked up
along the way until the truck was full. At our destination
we were unloaded. Oh, the fun we had in the water and

on the beach while the parents spread out the picnic
lunch!
Sometimes on a hot summer day, Dad would load us
all into the wagon and drive to Eriksdale to treat us to
ice-cream atBill Goodridge's Confectionerywith its fancy
wrought iron chairs. I suppose, with Dad's army pen-

Línnea, Ellen, Albert; Emily, Mabel; Carl, Rudy

sion of $35 a month, we were well off when others were

family had only a few cattle, so a bull per herd was not
practical. Dad and the Tegelbergs, Lindells, and
Gumbrills, among others, had a meeting and formed
what Dad referred to as the bull ringto take advantage of
a

working for

little

as $5 a month.

We children went to school in Eriksdale, walking back

and forth every day through fall, winter and spring carrying our lunches and books. We often took a short cut

government sponsored program to improve cattle herds

in the country. Each member of the bullringputup

as

through Ollie Peterson's pasture. Other times in the
spring we would walk along the railway tracks with
ditches on both sides full of water, and frogs croaking so
loud it was almost deafening. The only time I recall getting a ride to a school event was to the Chrtstmas concert at the Orange Hall. The sleigh bells on the horses
were jingling, sleigh runners squeaking on the snow and
a clear star-studded sky above as we snuggled down in
the blankets and hay in the sleigh box to keep warm.
Reading material was well used in our home. We all

so

much money and the government provided them with a
purebred bull.
I remember the bull being kept at Lindell's, a mile
and a half away. When a cow came into heat, she was
tied to the back of the horse-drawn wagon after the morning milking and led down the road to spend the day with
the bull. Before evening chores, we would have to go
back to Lindell's to lead her home again.
The road past our farm and west to Lindell's was built
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looked forward to the Weekly Free Press with news of
the world for Dad, the Home Loving Hearts page for
Mother and the comics for us. Little Orphan Annie, The
Katzenjammer Kids and Blondie were the favorites.
There was also a serial which was often so interesting
that it was hard to wait a week for the next installment.
During WWII, Dad would cut out the maps, pin them
up on the wall and reminisce about å¿s world warpointing out places on the maps as he spoke.
OnJuly 1, 1958 the life of thisJack-ofall-trades, ashe

In 1905 he came north from
the Mission (St. Laurent) and Oak Point to settle on SW

open up for homesteaders.

32-21-6W, while his eldest sonJim took the NW quarter, another son, Alex, homesteaded SW 4-22-6W.
Elizabeth (Lizzie) Clark was born September 24, 188 I
in Essex, England, elder daughter of Dozer and Maria
Clark. In the spring of 1892, the family came to the home
of a cousin at Tìreherne, MB. They then took up farming
in the Boyne Creek dishict, south of Tieherne.

In the early 1900's Dozer Clark and his eldest son,

described himself, was over. Gustwas buried in the Eriks-

Nicholas, walked into the Interlake to take up homesteads
in the Nord area. (I believe this land was later owned by

dale Cemetery. The children were grown, many of the
married and gone their own way. Signe left the farm and
eventually remarried and passed away in 1995.

some of the Lundquist family).

In

1907 the hay crop was very poor so my father (John

Forsyth) accompanied the Clarks back to Tleherne to
winter his livestock there.
My father and mother (Lizzie Clark) were married

FORSYTH FAMILY
.4*",-

June 3, 1908. They returned to the homestead later that
June, driving the cattle across country.
By now there were close neighbors:Jim had married
Mabel Preston and had a$aby son. Alex and his wife
Netty (Crawford, of Erinview, MB) and a young daughter,Jean. As well, just a mile north was Andy Beckman
(a bachelor at that time). My mother used to tell us of his
good garden he shared with them. During those early
days Oak Point was the end of the CN railway line. That
meant a good 30 mile trip both ways for supplies, to take
the train, as well as closest doctor. A long trip with horses
over roads that were just trails, meandering around
swamps and low places, keeping to the higher land and
much of it bush. Fortunately homes were always built
close by, so warmth, food and rest were generously given.
Many of the survey parties and settlers, who passed
through on their way further north, stopped at our home
for meals or the night. At least they always stopped to
water their livestock at our first well, dug close beside
the road. I can remember the old wooden pump, also
the pile of logs that was used to cover all in, when a new
well was drilled much closer to the barn.
My mother often told us of how, just one week after
she had first been over this trail, she had to drive alone
by horse and buggy back to Oak Point to meet the train.

John, Lízzíe & Joe Forsyth

John & Elizabeth Forsyth
John Forsyth was born in Clackmannon, Fife, Scotland
onJanuary 3, 1855. As a widower he came to Canada in
1902, with his adult family.Just prior to this he had spent
some time working in South Africa, then tried out

My father's brother-in-law (Alexander Lymburn) was
coming to prove up on his homestead NW 36-21:7W.
My Uncle Sandy and Aunt Maggie used to spend summers there, but sold this land in the early 1920's to
Clifford Ryden. I believe some of his family still own

Canada, but returned to Scotland, declaring Canada too

cold. However, the family were all prepared to leave for
Winnipeg, so all came as planned.
The land in the northern Interlake was beginning to

this fa¡m.
355

were somewhat hesitant about coming in when the bell
rang, requiring further summons, not a good start with a
brand new teacher!
When myfather firsttookhis homestead his mail came
to Lily Bay PO at the Ben Preston home. Soon Pineview

As the district was settled and families grew, there was
need for a school. The school, with a large playground,

was built on the NW corner ofJim's farm. They had
planned to call it Pineview as the Post Office was already
named. The Dept. of Education vetoed that as there was

PO was established withJim Forsyth as Postmaster, Howeverr my parents kept the Post Office as long as I cart

already a school by l"hat name. My father suggestcd
Clydcbank after his native land, so Clydebank #1598
became the official name.
While building, the carpenters boarded at our home,

remember. In fact my mother was Postmistress untl she
left the district inJune 1944. The area served was a large
one, but as roads improved and travel easier many picked
up their mail in town.
As youngsters we learned to recognize so many of

and among themselves spoke only in French. My brother
was just learning to talk. They were delighted to teach

him French words

as

well, thus early irnmersion instruc-

the neighbors who came, but find it somewhat difficult
to remember their fìrst names' as we were taught to speak
of them only as Mr. or Mrs., etc.
Mr. Malcolm often declared, "The King's mail must
go through!" Even on Christmas, when it was a mail day'
I can remember it coming on a Sunday, as well, when

tiont.

My brotherJoe, sister, Bllen, and I all attended Clydebank School through grade eight; only a half mile away,
so rarely had to miss a day, even on stormy ones.
There was often a large attendance. The last year I
attended (1927) there were close to 40 pupils, including
some half dozen beginners at Baster time. The teacher
that last half year was Miss E. Wallcraft. Plenty of play-

we had a very severe storm on the Saturday. How times

have changed!
As it still is today, fire was always a constant danger.
There was heavy bush in the area north of our home.
My mother told us of the windfall of spruce to the west,
also muchjust amile to the north. Much haywas stacked
out in the hay fields, so fìreguard had to be made. No

ers for good baseball games. The school was always a

gathering place over the Years.
With the extension of the CN railway north from Oak
Point meant the development and settling of the whole
country north. Eriksdale (or fourth siding) was our closest train stop, eight miles directly to the east. I don't be-

fire crews then!
Homes and buildings were in danger as well from
chimney fires. In 1923 our barn burned with all the milk
cows inside and most of the winters hay stacked close
by. Neighbors helped save the house and other buildings and later literally helped build the new barn. One
week later the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. Thomson (she

lieve my father ever referred to it as anything bú The
Siding.In fact I was a good size before I realized the
name was Eriksdale.
It was not until after WWI that the road straight west
was completely graded, then only from Eriksdale to range
7 west(between the Weatherburn andJames Allen farms)
or just one mile west of Clydebank School. No mechariical power used then. Men and horses took over'
A work camp wÍrs set up on the road allowance be-

was a former Clydebank teacher, Miss Brown) was com-

pletely destroyed with all the contents.
Those years were a sad time all around for our famiþ, for inJuly 1924 my mother's only sister, Nellie Clark,
passed away. She had married Robert Kennedy the previous September. We had been so overjoyed to have our
Auntie living so close' Uncle Bob, a favorite of all chil-

side the school. Large old army tents were used to house

all. The blacksmith and horse tents were to the north,
while the men were on the Hil|}usl to the south. Mr.
with his wife and
Jeffers, who had moved to Eriksdale
small daughter was in charge of the operation.
The boys from school spent much of their noon hour
as well as recess at the blacksmith tent. We girls were
envious of the rings they sported, made from horseshoe
nails. The cook house was a popular place, too. We all
enjoyed cookie hand-outs! There were drawbacks for

dren, lived just over two miles away.
My father was always interested in politics; often reading aloud the election results from the weekly newsPaper, to us. We were wellversed in the politicians'speeches
and opinions as well.
He took his turn on both the school and church boards'
Although there was never a church building in the
district, regular worship services were held in the school
after it was built. My Cradle RolI Certtficate was signed

those boys though' The men teasing them had detailed
how the teacher had obtained a well padded strap from
them for her use at school. That first morning the boys
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by a Rev. Latto and was called Union Churchand later it
was the United Church of Canada. The minister came out

from Eriksdale every second Sunday afternoon. Many
times someone from Eriksdale would drive him out, both
summer and winter. I remember Rev. and Mrs. Williams

visiting our home one summer afternoon.
Sunday School was held every Sunday at 2 pm. My
mother was often superintendent as well as a teacher.
Bob Kennedy Uncle Bob,was secretary of Church Board
for many years!
My father passed away in Winnipeg, in September,
1935. My mother remained on the farm untilJune L944,
when she left to live with Ellen in Teulon. She spent her
last years in Winnipeg, where she suffered a stroke and
passed away December 26, 1961.
My brother,Joe, spent four years overseas and saw
service in England, France and Germany. He relurned
to Winnipeg in 1945. He resided there and passed away
November 1986,
Ellen was married in October 1941 to Bob McShane,

r

t.
,j

ç

only child of Simon and Margaret McShane of
Sharpewood and Eastland district, just before he left for
Hong Kong with the Winnipeg Grenadiers. He was a
prisoner of war from Christmas 1941 until VJ. Day. He
returned to Winnipeg in November 1945, where they
resided, but he died suddenly inJuly 1970. Ellen now
lives with one of her sons, Robert (Joanne) in Alberta.
Ann (Annie) the writer of this, was married to Bronson
Stevenson in 1940. We resided atthe nursery on the farm
north of Morris. In 1980 we retired to town where we

The Forsyth Family (19'16): Mabel & James

Jack, Betty, Jim, Mary & Margaret
his father, brothers and sister.

Our Grandpa had come out ahead but was not imwith the cold winter weather. He said it took
him all day to cut enough wood to keep warm, so he
pressed

cabled back that he would be returning home. However,
when he got back to Glasgow, the family had sold eve-

still live.

There was always an abundance of wild fruit, strawberries, raspberries, saskatoons, black currant, gooseber-

rything and also given up any positions of employment

privilege to have grown
up in the Interlake and to have attended a one-room
school. The whole district was our extended family. The
joys and tragedies were shared by all.

they may have had. Hence, the big move to Canada!
They all lived in Winnipeg for awhile on Annabella
St. Grandpa had wanted to homestead and had chosen
land in the Swan River area. When he got to Yorkton to
fìle on it, others were ahead of him. Consequentþ, he
later filed in the Pineview area in 1905 and, in time, all
but one of his sons did likewise - William went to
Saskatoon and Elizabeth remained in Winnipeg.
Our mother, Mabel Preston, w¿ts born at Stony Mountain in 1890, where her father was a guard at the penitentiary. Shortly after her birth her parents moved to Lily

James & Mabel Forsyth

Bay where they maintained the post office which remained under the care of the family for many years. Lily

ries, pincherries, chokecherries and cranberries, were
plentiful. As well the whole areawas filled with wild flowers from the first crousfootin early spring, pussy willows,
violets, roses, lady slippers, lilies, gentians, the many
grasses and of course the flowers of the wild fruit.

Tiips back to Eriksdale and Clydebank district are
always

a

pleasure. It was indeed

a

Our father, James Forsyth, was born in 1878 in
Clackmannon, Scotland. He was the eldest of four sons
and a daughter and immigrated to Canada in 1903 with

Bay was where our parents met and eventually married

in 1907. It was quite a lonely life for so young a bride but
our parents kept the Pineview Post Office so there was
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the opportunity to meet new settlers and those who came
from a distance to get their mail. We three eldest,Jack,
Margaret and Mary, were born during those early years.

their new house. We didn't stay there too long as Uncle
Alex, with other neighbors, decided to go to New Zealand. They all eventually returned to Canada and we

The men had to leave for periods of time to hunt or gather
feed for their livestock. They had oxen in the beginning,

were back on our homestead quarter.

The Browns had taken over Uncle Alex's place and
Miss Blown was hired as our teacher. We enjoyed working for her and everyone took more interest in school

and the railroad only came as far as Oak Point. That was
where our births were registered. Of course there were
no telephones or electricity. Grandma Preston was the

life.
Our winters were cold but we enjoyed the fun of snow
houses, etc. We had our share of colds and chilblains.
It was about this time the Warrens came to the original Sam Lamb place across from the school.
When summer came we picked every kind of berry

midwife and there would be some anxious moments.
The Clydebank School was built on the north-west
corner of ow l/4 section about 1912. In time the district
was referred to as Clydebank instead of Pineview as the

school was the meeting place for all activities. Church
services were held there, as well as dances, concerts, etc.
We left the homestead in 1913 and lived around Eriksdale and at one time in Ashern where Jack attended
Beatty School. When we returned to Briksdale I started

to stow away for winter. We took hot lunches to the hayfield and maybe found a raspberry patch.

Jack worked along with the men and didn't mind
missing school, so eventually he dropped out. We girls
were not expected to work in the fields except for a little
stooking. The milking and pasturing of the cows was left

school with Emma Sigurdson as my teacher, twin sister

to my Aunt Annie Forsyth. I loved her'
In those years Jim and Betty were born and Mrs.
Malmberg was the attending midwife. We spent a short
while in Selkirk where our father was stationed after he
had joined the forces

in

to the rest of us and our mother worked hard. Betty made

pets of all the cows. There were laying hens to attend
and young turkeys and chicks to nurse along. We sold
the cream and bought butter by the 14 lb' box. We never
had ice, so kept our cream on cold well water, pumped

1915.

Before our father went overseas, in 1916, the family
was moved back to the homestead to be near Grandpa,
Aunt Lizzie (his second wife) and their three young children. We only had a cow and chickens, etc., so there
were few chores. Grandpa had a democrat (a horse drawn

regularly.

When we were young, our treat was Conversation
Candies ( candies with little verses on them) but when
Mr. Willetts opened the Bake Shop, we treated ourselves
to his lovely sausage rolls. We made frequent trips into
Eriksdale with the horse a¡rd buggy. We had tr¡¡o old race
horses but one became tangled in a barbed wire fence
and had to be destroyed. However' we had a friend in
old Maude who was gentle. She needed persuasion to

family conveyance) and took us all to picnics, etc. Then
there was the big sleigh-box with which to get around in
the winter months. Our mother did our sewing and we
ordered shoes, etc. from Eaton's catalogue. BrotherJack,
at the age of ten, lit the fire at the school and earned
enough to get a smart outfit of overalls and hat. We had

take us somewhere. Sometimes we had to get out and
help push the buggy but when we were headed home,
she was quite perky.
We all enjoyed those years on the farm, with going to
picnics, to the Watson's and to Chief's Point for bathing.

a lot of good neighbors: the Lambs, Allens and
Lawrences to name a few. Uncle Alex came back home
from war duties earþ and helped to oversee our well-

being. The Spanish influenza broke out about that time
and of course it threw everyone into a panic. With all
the new preventions and cures, we were given pine symp
and pine tar and everyone smelled of eucalyphrs.
Our mother was a charter rnember of the Ladies Aid,
started in Pineview during the 1914 - 1918 war'
Our father returned from overseas in the summer of
1919. He decided to get into stock and start farming again.
While he was clearing another 1/4 section he had bought,
we were living with Uncle Alex and family' His wife,
Aunt Nettie, had died shortly after they had moved into

We were usually chaperoned to dances. In the fall we
entered many exhibits in the Boys and Girls Fair' We
took our share of prizes, too. The lastyear we were there,
Jim did well in the livestock show and later he entered
his animal in the Brandon Fair. I raised apize bull calf
until I became afraid of him. Chiefwas later sold in southern Manitoba for breeding PurPoses.
It was also a great day when Hodgins threshing outfit
came to harvest our croP. They wakened us so early in
the morning trying to get uP steam.
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Mary and I started music lessons with Miss Almond
but I wasn't too interested and soon quit. Mar/r of course,
continued and later took piano from Mrs. Mills. When
we later moved to Portage la Prairie she kept up with

Betty married Doug Swain, an engineer with Tbane
Co. of Canada. They had four children: Stafford, twins -

Grant and Graham and Shelley. The twins live in BC
and the others in Winnipeg. There are seven grandchil-

dren. Doug died in 1992 and Betty spends her summers
at Dorothy Lake.
Father died in 1958 and Mother lived with me until
her death in 1975. They are both buried in the Briksdale

her lessons.
Our father had always been involved with school and
municipal affairs. He served on the council and became
reeve for a short time. He went on to take a position
with the Soldiers Settlement Board in 1926 and that was
when we sold up everything and moved to Portage la
Prairie. All butJack then attended Portage Collegiate.
He went on to various jobs over the years, mainly in
construction.
We moved to Winnipeg in 1928 when I was going to
Success Business College a¡rd the others attended Kelvin High. Mary later attended Normal School and taught
for 12 years. Betty took a course in hair dressing andJim
started a dedicated life with Canada Packers.
We were all together until we began, one by one, to

Cemetery.

Alexander Forsyth
Alexander Fyfe Forsyth was the first reeve of the Rural
Municipality of Eriksdale. He was born in Clackmannon,
Scotland February 22, 1880; son ofJohn Forsyth and
Margaret Fyfe,

Prior to coming to Canada, Alex fought in the Boer
War. He immigrated to Canada in 1904, along with his
father, sister Elizabeth and three brothers,James,John,
and William. He took a homestead in the Pineview dis-

be married.

trict.

Jack maried Iris Cleal and they had five children:
Bruce, Victor,Joy, Gayle and Susan. They are all married with families and most live on Vancouver Island.
Vic andJoy, with their families, are still in Manitoba.
There are a number of great-grandchildren.Jack died in
1994. Iris lived in Victoria until her death in 1995.
I married Alex Dawson and we had two children, Bnid
and Ronald. There are six grandchildren and fourteen
great-grandchildren. I was widowed in L942 at the time
of the Dieppe Raid and then worked at the Abbott Clinic
until 1969. Incidentally, Dawson Lake is named forAlex
and is located out Bissett way. Ron and Shirley live in
Bissett and Enid in Winnipeg.

On March 7, L905, Alex married Nettie Crawford,
from Teulon. They had three children:
AgnesJean (Mrs. T. Baird) died 1988 at 83 years.
William Crawford died 1967 at 55 years.
Ian Alexander died 1964 at 50 years.
Alex served with the Q¡reen's Own Cameron Highlanders in WWI. When the RM of Eriksdale was officially formed he was the first reeve. Nettie died February 27, L920, at age 4L, as a result of the influenza epidemic. Alex left the homestead and, on December 20,
1920, he and his three children sailed for New Zealand.
However, they returned to Canada inJune 1921.
Elgin Myrtle Hutchinson became his wife on April
19, L922. Their son, George James, was born at Dauphin, MB on August 30, 1923.
Alex worked for the Soldier Settlement in Dauphin,
Grandview, and Carman, changing employment around
1927 to work for Great West Life, Farm Mortgage Dept.,
Winnipeg, until his retirement. He was an active member of the Armyr Navy and Air Force Veterans.
Alexander Fyfe Forsyth died in Winnipeg on September 30, 1955, at age 75 years. Both he and Nettie are
buried at the Eriksdale Cemetery.

Mary married Hank Curtis from Macdonald. They
lived all of their married life in Swan River. Hank represented BA Oil. There were three children; MargaretAnn,
Barry and Jimmy. Sadly, at the age of 19, Jimmy was
accidentally killed. There are four grandchildren.
Margaret Ann lives in Dryden, ON and Barry in Melville,
SK.

Jim married Hazel Whitney and they had two children, Jimmy and Lynn. There is one granddaughter
Sherilyn who you may see on TV or hear on radio as a
spokesperson for MTS. There are eight chosen grandchildren.Jimmy lives in Winnipeg and Lynn near Portage la Prairie. Hazel died in 1980 while they lived in

John & Annie Forsyth
John Forsythwas born in the town of Clackmannon near
Stirling in Scotland. His father (alsoJohn Forsyth), was a
stationary engineer in the coal mines and later went to

retirement at Richer, MB. Jim later married Dorothy
Hicks and they live in Winnipeg.
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South Africa

in the Boer

ber of the family to leave the district for any appreciable
time.
While Annie was a very busy woman at home, with
six children, she was also expected to feed and look after any number ofJohn's army of friends and business
acquaintances. The house was always full to overflowing with kids, hired men and relatives. Her mother and
father lived with them in their declining years and also
her father-in-law.

War. He lost his wife in the

early 1900's and with all
his family, came to
Canada to take up

a

home-

John Sr. and his
three sons, Alex, James
and John all took up
homesteads in the Clydebank districtin 1905, One
of the few people in the
new district was Andy
stead.

Meanwhile,John was busy all his life, with a butcher
shop, cattle buying, a short stint at livery stable ownership, a machine agency and in later years a GM agency.
In 1932 he started a trucking business, which was his
lasting effort. Things were not easy, since there were not
many good roads in the country and you had to get to
Stonewall before you got to a gravel road. However, he
persevered and many a person will rememberJohnny
Forsyth and his dedication to give as good service as
possible to all the community.
John and Annie Forsyth were true pioneers and will
be remembered as long as there are people who knew
them!

Beckman.JohnJr.'s homestead was on what is com-

monly known as theJack

Annie
Forsyth

John &

Ross farm. When the town

of Eriksdale was in its infancy he started a butcher
shop there.

Annie Sigurdson was born at The Narrows, Manitoba
She was one of twins and her and her sister

in 1891.

Emma were the first white children born in the area.
High water floods drove them out in the early 1900's
and they went to Westbourne, MB for a time. Then they
moved to Cold Springs, west of Lundar. Later they
moved again to farm half way between Eriksdale and

John & lris Forsyth
John was born the eldest son ofJohn and Annie Forsyth
Angnst 12, 1917. It was here he receivecl his eclucation
and resided the majority of his life. As a young manJohn
drove a truck for his father's trucking business. In 1940
he joined the army and spent five and a half years overseas. After his discharge in 1945, he worked at various
jobs, including driving a bus for Chris Hallderson's bus

Mulvihill.
John and Annie were married in

1915.

They both lived

in Eriksdale for the rest of their lives, and were well
as pioneers of the district. They raised a family of
six children the eldest being Emma who later married
John Mills, Emma was a school teacher for most of her
working life.
John was the next child. He was in the army for five
and a half years and was a farmer for much of his pro-

known

line, working for the Sigfussons building winter roads
into remote areas, also hauling supplies to communities
in remote areas of the north.
In 1952 he went into partnership with his brotherJim,
in the garage, Central Motors. The same yearJohn and
I, Iris Campbell met and married. I came to Eriksdale
from Oakville with the Co-op working as a egg candler.
We were married at my home,July 15. A good old fashion Scottish wedding with bag piper and all. I rememberJohn's dad and my Aunt Mary doing the Highland
Fling in the rain, with mud flying. Great memories!
We had a short honeymoon, for John was an avid
ballplayer and had to be back for a ball tournament in
Lundar.John played and coached hockey and ball for
many years.John, to this day, loves most sports. I on the
other hand, did a little curling.
John had a dream and that was to farm. As a young

ductive life.
James was next and was also in the army for five and
a half years, He later started Central Motors and operated it for 22 years.

Margaret was the fourth child. She married Lawrence

Whitney and had four children. Unfortunately, she died
in 1993, the only one of family to leave us so far.
Arthur was next. He was in the Air Force for a short
time. Art ran the Eriksdale Tiansfer until he had a massive stroke in his 40's.
Nan (Annie) was the last of the six, and after working

in Winnipeg for several years, she married Leonard
Elfenson of Winnipeg. Remarkably she is the only mem360

three children: Tina Marie, Aaron and Kaeleen. Tina
lives with Andy Lambert and they have one daughter,
Chantal Nicole, born February 26, L994. Campbell and
Jay have beef cattle and are venturing into pure bred

boy he fed calves and showed them at Lundar fair so he
had some knowledge of livestock.
We sold our home to the Catholic Church andJim
bought out the partnership. So with our three oldest children, Naren, Campbell and Jay and plenty of courage
we bought the Hebert farm 14 1/2 miles west on 417,
and off we went. Needless to say the first few years were
tough. We had absolutely no machinery and no cows.
SoJohn worked forJim for three years, then ten years
off and on for Comstock driving truck to subsidize the
farm. In 1967 we built a new home.
Our two youngest girls were born on the farm, Kathy
andJody. All our children learned to work on the farm.
But the farm wasn't my friend. I developed allergies
to pretty well anything to do with the farm: grain, cows,
hay. So, in 1979 we sold the farm to our boys. We continued to live in our home until our youngest daughter,
Jody, graduated.
In 1985 we purchased OliJohnson's house on 4th Ave.
where we now reside.
John still heads out to the farm to help his boys when
needed. I have been working for the Continuing Health
Services for the last ten years. I also enjoy working in
my yard.

Charolais.
John (Jay) lives with Leslie Englberg on the Pete
Kaartinen farm that they purchased in 1991. They have
one son,John, bornJuly 26, 1995. He is the fifth generation namedJohn.Jayhas two daughters: DanaJo Burdett
(lives in BC) and Lindsay Forsyth (lives in Winnipeg).
KathleenJane married Paul Buckly a logger and wood
carver. They have a son, Ben Thomas and a daughter,
SantanaJean. Kathy works in Nipigon Hospital as an
ultrasound and radiology technician. They have a home
near Lake Superior that they have turned into a bed and
breakfast. Good place to stop if you're heading east.
Our youngest,Jody, is a real outdoors person. She
lives mostly out of her suitcase, and trudges around BC
planting trees. She is an avid ecologist and is lending her
hand at saving our environment.
So our lives are full with family and friends. And we
are thankful that we feel safe and secure living in this
community of Eriksdale.

James & Kathleen Forsyth
Kathleen Willetts was born in Eriksdale in 1922. She is
the daughter ofJames H. Willetts andJulia Willetts. Mr.
Willetts was the owner of the Red and White store in
Eriksdale and a very well known and respected member
of the community. Kathleen has spent her life in Eriksdale, except when she was away in Winnipeg taking her
Registered Nurses training. She worked and trained at
St. Boniface Hospital and later at Eriksdale Hospital before her marriage toJames Forsyth.
James Forsyth was born in Eriksdale, in 1919. He is
the son ofJohn and Annie Forsyth. He was raised and
educated in Eriksdale, but left to join the Army in 1940
for five and half years.
In 1946, Kay andJim were married and rented a house
from Freddie Marriner, just east of the old Orange Hall.
Jim was working at Eriksdale Motors at the time and
they found it hard to get by on his wages, which were
$120 doilars a month. There were so many things that
they needed, being newly married and trying to set up a
household. Their first son,John, was born in 1947, and
since he was a preemie he needed a lot of looking after.
Who would believe, looking atJohn today that he was
once a five pound baby! Kay worked periodically at the

Campbell, Jody, Naren, Kathy, Jay
lris & John Forsyth (1987)
Naren, our oldest daughter, married Clive Davies, and

has three children: Robbie., CJ. and Rhiannon. They

live in Nipigon, ON.
CampbellJames married Marlene Granberg and has
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many for a Swiss company.
John has been a teacher in Eriksdale the last 20 years.
Some of the kids he teaches are grandchildren of the
kids he went to school with.
Jim is with Manitoba Hydro for 20 years. He is a supervisor in tlre load dispatch office.
Jim sold the garage in L97 4 to a group headed by Harry
Granberg and he, Kay and Paul went on a trip to England. Kay has always worked for the church, and we saw
lots of cathedrals on our trip.
For the last20 yearsJim and Kay have enjoyed a spot
at Lundar Beach, along with Larry and Marg Whihrey,
and the many good friends there. Also there has been
the opportunity to travel and to see how some of the rest
of the world lives. They have been to Arizona, California, up the west coast to British Columbia, all the western provinces, all the eastern ones exceptPrince Edward

Forsyth Family:Avery, Thelma, Jimmie, Jim, John;
Paul (holding Casey, Susanne, Heítha, Kay,
Allan (inset)

Island, many of the northern states, and come of the MidWestern states including the Grand Canyon. Also a trip

to Switzerland and Bngland.
John is a bachelor yet, butJim has a beautiful wife,
Thelma, who is a school teacher and counselor. They
have a son, Avery, who is 15 and taller than his grandfather. They also have a smashing daughter Heitha who is
nine, and the apple ofher grandparents eye!
Paul is married to a lovely Swiss Miss, Susanne Kunz,

hospital.Jim changedjobs to work for Highways Branch
of Man. Govt., running a grader and snowplow. He
stayed at thisjob for five years and then spent a year as

Municipal grader operator. Meanwhile, a second son,
James had arrived, a healthy bouncing fellow, ready for
the world in 1949.
After a lot of thought, Jim started a garage with his
brother John in 1952. It was called Central Motors.
Things were very dicey for a while. It was not easy to
build up abusiness with almost no capital and very little
stock. However, with hard work and dedication to customer service things slowly improved. John wanted to

who is very busy right now tryitg to keep up to their
son, Casey who is not yet three years old. They are expecting thier second child.
Kay andJim live in the same house thatJim was in,
on lst. Avenue North. When they first moved in, the
house was heated by a wood furnace, but they went to a
coal stoker, to electric heat, and then back to the old
reliable wood heat. All the children are gone now, but
there is lots of room for Kay to chaseJim around the
house! We have been blessed with fairly good health and

go farming and had a chance to buy the farm he wanted,

soJim bought outJohn's share of the business. The bank's
impression of the garage business was so poor that they

would not lend any money on it and the loan to buy out
the share had to come from a private source. Jim was
fortunate to find that Angel in the Person of his Aunt
Emma Sþrdson.
In 1955, the third son, Allan was born. He was a very
healthy baby. When he was ten he was diagnosed as

hope to be around to see the year 2000 roll around'

Arthur & Gladys Forsyth
Arthur Meighen was born in Briksdale October 28, 1925,
the fifth of six children born to John and Annie

having Hodgkin's Disease, aform of cancer of the lymph
glands. He shuggled with this for 14 years but finally
died in 1979, leaving all kinder and gentler lbr having

(Sigurdson) Forsyth.

Art grew up in Ertksdale completing grade terr a[
school. He enjoyed playing hockey and baseball for

known him.
Paul, the fourth son was born in 1965. It was always
said that he had five parents, his mom and dad,John,
Jim and Al. They seem to have done a reasonable job,
since he is now an electrical engineer employed in Ger-

Eriksdale teams until a knee injury requiring surgery reduced his interest to spectator. In 1943, Art enlisted in
the RCAF and took basic training in Brandon. After discharge in 1945, he worked for his father in the family
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business until 1956 when he purchased Eriksdale

tans-

fer from his father.
Gladys was born March 13,1927, in St. Boniface, MB,
the second of seven children of Allan and Marie-Ange
(fucard) Longmuir. Gladys spent most of her adult life
believing her second name to be Therese. After obtaining her passport, she found that her aunt who registered

her birth had named her Gladys Rita instead. Allan
Longmuir worked for the CNR and after he became station agent, the family moved frequently. She lived in St.
Boniface until age ten, then in Hudson Bay Junction,
Morris, The Pas, and then Briksdale in 1944. Gladys completed grade 1l in Eriksdale then attended United College in Winnipeg. After this she taught (permit teaching)
at Deerhorn School for the L945-1946 school year, living with Bill and Sarah Houston family. The following
year she worked at Eriksdale Tlading Store.
Gladys and Artwere married November 5, 1948. They
lived upstairs in Ted and Jean Se)¡mour's house. (This
house was later Dave and Olga Surgenor's home for
many years.) In 1950 they bought their present home

Doug, Lynn;
Shelley, Patrícía, Art & Gladys Forsyth

Randy (holding Aaron) & Nicole Dreger, Doug Jr, Míchelle, Cynthia & Doug Forsyth Sr, Marníe & Ríchard
Engelberg, Shelley & Lyle (holdíng Kelsey) Sígfusson, Haley Benett, Derek Boss, Alícía Bennett; Pat & Will
Stafanyshyn, Gladys & Art Forsyth, Lynn & Lorne Boss; Amber Dreger, Caríssa & Brett Stefanyshyn ('1995)
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from Dan Rawluk and raised their four children there.
Art and Gladys owned and operated Eriksdale tansfer
for many years. In 1971, Art suffered a debilitating stroke

Dame College in Wilcox, SK. It was here that Doug
learned to play hockey and he would play goal for the
Eriksdale Mustangs for many years. He returned to at-

and was no longer able to work. The transfer was man-

tend grade 1l and 12 at Eriksdale Collegiate. Doug
worked for BACM as a lineman until 1971. He managed
Eriksdale Tiansfer to 1976. Doug married DeniseJohnson
in 1973. They have one daughter, Marnie Hope (1974).
They later divorced. In 1979 Doug graduated from Red
River Community College in Business Administration,

aged by their son, Doug,

until

it was sold to
Bruce Flinta. Gladys worked in Bob Lundale's store from
1976 when

to 1986 when she also retired. Art and Gladys are
life members of the Royal Canadian Legion. They cur1972

rently enjoy summers at home near their family and winter in Yuma, AZ.
Their first child, Beverly Lynn, was born March 29,
1950 in Eriksdale. Lynn attended Eriksdale Collegiate

worked for Investors Syndicate until 1983, Imperial
Group until 1984. Doug married Lorna Last in 1982.
Theyhave three children; Michelle Lawa(1977), C,lnthia
Patricia (1978) and Douglas Arthur Walter (1981). They
are divorced. Doug owns and operates Maxim Home
Improvements in Sanford, MB.
Shelley Anne was born in 1958 at the Womens' Pavilion in 1958. She attended Eriksdale School and graduated in 1976. Shelley graduated from the St. Boniface

to grade 11, then graduated from Glenlawn Collegiate
in Winnipeg in 1968. She married Lorne Boss November 30, 1968. Lynn attended the St. Boniface School for
Practical Nurses, graduating in 1971 and began working
at Eriksdale Hospital. Lynn and Lorne owned and operated Eriksdale Hotel from 1978 to 1985, Parkview Hotel
in Haddishville, MB with Robert and Lenore Williment
from 1986-1988, and Eriksdale Hotel again from 19911995. Lynn and Lorne now make their home in Eriksdale. Lynn continues to work at Eriksdale Hospital while
Lorne operates a home based business. They have two
children, Nicole Dawn (1969) and Derek Allan (1973).
Nicole is married to Randy Dreger. They have two children, Amber Dawn (1988), Aaron Scott (1993) and farm
one mile south of Eriksdale.
Douglas Arthur was born to Art and Gladys in lg52

School for Practical Nurses in 1977 and worked at
Misericordia Hospital until her marriage to Ron Bennett
in 1979. They have two children, Alicia Dawn (1981) and
Haley Anne (1985). They later divorced.
Shelley worked at the Lundar Personal Care Home
for ten years, then transferred to Ashern PCH in 1992
when she married Lyle Sigfusson. The couple farm in
the Siglunes/Ashern area and have a daughter, Kelsey
Marie (1993).
Patricia Marie was born in 1961 at the St. Boniface
Hospital. Pat attended Eriksdale School, graduating in
1979. Pat married William Stefanyshyn in 1987. Pat graduated from Robertson College in 1992 and works for a
finance company. Pat and Will have two children, Brett
William (1988) and Carissa Marie (1990) and reside in

in Eriksdale. He attended Eriksdale School until 1966
when he spent two years (grade nine and ten) at Notre

Winnipeg.

FOSS

Frederick & Hilda
My mother, Hilda Louise was born October, 1880 and
my father, Frederick Henry (Harry)was born November,
1883 both in Ryde, Isle of Wight. I, Gwendoline Mary,
was born February 29, LgL2 in Ryde, Isle of Wight. My
brother, KennethJohn Foss, was born on the homestead
in Reynolds School district on November 5, 1921 and
passed awayJuly 11, 1993. In spring 1913, we came to
Fíve Generations
Amber, Nicole, Lynn, Art, Mrs Forsyth

Canada. Dad was a painter and decorator and soon was

in charge of men re-decorating the Winnipeg City Hall.
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Dad and his

chum
planned to farm. They
went to Eriksdale and
picked out a quarter section each. However, when
they returned to Winnipeg
the

1914

Í

war broke out. He

joined up and went

{

overseas.\,Ve went back to

the Isle of Wight for the
duration. Mother and I
stayed with Dad's parents
and Mother helped at a

Hílda Foss

b

1960)

hospital to care for wounded soldiers. My dad was taken
prisoner in the Second Battle of Ypres. He was wounded,
his face was partially blown away as well as wounds in
other places. He was held prisoner until the war was over,
and came home in 1919.
Mother, Dad and I left for Canada and Dad quickly
went up to Eriksdale to build a log shack on the vacant
quarter section. Mother and I left Winnipeg a little later.
We lived in the log shack for a number of years (with
various improvements). My brother, Ken (KennethJohn),
was born on November 5,192I.I remember the neighbor
who helped with the birth, sending me out for some snow
to melt as we didn't have a well.
Dad was active in community affairs. His friend, Peter (Pete) Connacher, was Police Magistrate and Dad was
Constable. Dad was also a Fire Ranger. One year in par-

I

Gwen (holding Sandra), Syd;
Shirley, Svdney Fletcher (1928)

remember Dad was

We were Anglicans and services were held in Eastland

awaymost of the summer. Dad used to haul cream every
week for the people of Reynolds and Sharpewood districts; also do any shopping they needed. He started with
an old truck, but later got a new Model T Ford, which

School every two weeks. The United Church was held
every other week. Dad used to pick up the student minister in Eriksdale and bring him to our home on Saturday morning and take him back to town after the service
on Sunday. In 1932 the Back to the Landmovement was
formed in Winnipeg. Some people moved to a farm nea¡
us and we became friends. Their names were George
and Florence (Doll) Leathwood. Doll's brother, Sydney

ticular, the fires were very bad.

cost $900.

I

went to Reynolds School, called Reynolds because
that was the name of the people who donated the land
on which to build the school. I went there to grade eight.
I got my high school through correspondence courses)

Fletcher, came to spend the winter with them. George
and Doll hoped to be able to attend the school dances
held every Friday as Syd would baby-sit for them. It didn't
work just like that. We met and started to go out.
My dad died in 1935 as the result of a accident. Syd,
Dad and some neighbors were moving a vacant house
on to the Coleman farm (vacant) where we were going
to live after Syd had renovated it and we were married.
Dad was badly injured. He was taken to Elizabeth Crowe

after a school teacher friend recommended me for them.
The school teacher, Helen Gilbert, was also on the

committee when the hospital was to be built. Elizabeth
Crowe left money in her will, for a hospital to be built in
a town that did not have one. Helen managed to convince the committee, and that is how we got Elizabeth
M. Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale.We moved to
the vacant Theodore farm, in about 1931, in Eastland
School district, where my brother, Ken, went to school.

Hospital and died by next morning.
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I

ran the farm

as

Ken was only ten years old.

Syd and

I

were married on December 27, 1937 at

home and lived on the old Coleman farm. Mother stayed

on the home farm with my brother until he was old
enough to join uþ in the WWIL Mother then moved to
Winnipeg to live. She pa.ssed away in 1968.
We moved to the farm as it was more convenient for
us. By this time we had three children; Shirley, Sydney
and Sandra. Eastland School was closed and Syd drove

the school van for a few years. Evenhrally,

as Eastland

School was never going to re-open we decided to move

to Winnipeg, which we did

in

1947. We bought a home

on Hampton Street, St. James. It needed a lot of work
done on it, but we were not afraid of hard work. Soon
we had acozy home to bring up our three children, who

Charlene, Charles, Myrtle & Darcy Freeman (197O)

were all born at Elizabeth M. Crowe Memorial Hospital
in Eriksdale. Shirley passed away in 1967. Sydney and
Nancy and family have a building contracting business
in Kimberley BC. Sandra and Fred live in Vernon and
own a lawn and tree care business. Sydney had six children altogether, Sandra has four children and Shirley
has three children. We also have a number of great grandchildren. As our children were both in BC we decided
to sell our home and move, too. In 1993 we left Winni-

Oleena Sveistrup) in Vogar. At the age of seven, Charles

could only speak lcelandic. He had a hard first year of
school at Siglunes learning English. The Freeman family then moved to farm at The Na¡rows.
Charles's favorite pastime was baseball. His flelding,
running and base stealing made him a valuable player,
but his batting was questionable. He batted cross-over
right hand. After following a suggestion to left hand bat,

peg. We are living in a Seniors Complex in Marysville,

Charles soon became lead batter. At 16 he advanced from
junior hardball to seniors and the Siglunes Seals. At the
age of 17, he was invited to try out for the Brookland
Dodgers major league team. His parents denied him the
opportunity, because they figured he wouldn't finish his
schooling. Charles often wondered how life would have
been if he had tried out.
Myrtle Marie was the first child of four born to Paul
arid Rose Biy. She was born on November 3, 1934, at
the Selkirk Hospital. Myrtle received her schooling at
Riverton. The family moved to Ashern. Myrtle quit
school at the age of 16 becoming a full time clerk for
Cliff and Molly at Babkirk's General Store. She received
$7slmonth.
Myrtle and Charles first met in 1950 while attending
Ashern School. They married at the Grace Lutheran
Church in Ashern on October 10, 1953. They moved in
with Cha¡les's parents, because he was to tìsh with his

BC and are quite comfortable but we still miss Winnipeg and all of Manitoba. Syd will be 90 years old in
November 1994. He was also born in England in 1904
and came to Canada with his parents (from London to
Toronto) as a baby. There were six children in his family. Only Syd and his two sisters are still living. I am still
quite young, born in 1912, but I was lucky enough to be
born on February 29, so have not had many birthdays
(only 20 t/2).
Syd and I were always busy. Syd loved carpentry and
had a workshop in his basement. He was employed by
Winnipeg Supply and Fuel for twenty-three years. I love
to sew and did a great deal of dress making for many
people all the tjme I lived there. I also did a lot of com-

munity work.

FREEMAN

dad that winter.

Charles & Myrtle

That winter plans were fìnalized for a ferry to operatq

Sigrudur Ingvar Charles Freeman was the first child of
three born to Elizabeth and Adolf. He was born on August 25, 1933 at his grandparents' fa¡m (Oscar and

at The Narrows on Lake Manitoba. Charles being

prom-

ised ajob as deck hand built a house with a lunch counter in the spring of 1954. (Snack ba¡ at The Narrows.)
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keeper for Fredrickson's Store. They moved to Winnipeg in September 1956. Charles took a nine month acetylene/arc welding course at the Manitoba ïbchnical Institute. Myrtle collected unemployment for awhile, until

push lawm mower. They worked many long hours trying to get green grass. Now they have a two acre lawn,
with an abundance of flower beds and vegetable gardens. Looking at their lawn and thinking of the work to
maintain it makes a person tired.
In 1978, the Freemans were to sell their farm to a couple from Seattle, Washington. The deal fell through a
week before they were to move into the old Deverill place
in town. They had sold all of their hay and cattle, so
they made the decision not to go back into farming. They
sold five of their quarters locally and lived on the home

she found a job

quarter.

He worked on the construction of the ferry approaches
and inJuly they moved into their home. When the ferry

opened in the spring of 1955, Charles found he didn't
have a job because two people from the same family
couldn't be hired and his dad was to be captain.
Charles and Myrtle left for Glenboro in May 1955.
Charles worked for MTS and Myrtle was a clerk/book-

in a clothing store.

After his course, Charles was hired by Brown & Steel
in Brandon. They stayed a few years before venturing to
Alida, SK where Charles welded on the pipeline.
After a year, they went into partnership with Myrtle's
parents. They returned to Winnipeg in April 1960 and
purchased the Styles Confectionery. Charles worked at
Brown & Steel for a few months, then a year as welder
foreman at Kleysen Cartage. The family bought a grocery store on Ellice. The men operated it and the women
had the confectionery.
Charles had always talked about farming, so they
sta¡ted checking around. They bought their present home
quarter (NW l3-22-7W), the house and another quarter
of land from Les and Verna Crozier. They moved in April
9,1964. They rented four quarters from the municipal-

Cha¡les worked for a few years for Tasker Construction. He was a welder on the maintenance crew, fixing
machinery used for road construction. He worked all
around

In

1982 Charles worked from spring until freeze up

laborer/welder for Tom and BennyJohnson of
Lundar. He was employed there until 1991, when he
started having trouble with his right hip. He had hip replacement surgery in February 1993, but was still unable to go back to work. Charles spends his time
as a farm

refìnishing furniture, plus looking after their gardens and
lawn. He enjoys television, especially when hockey and

ity, later purchasing them for $1600 each.
When Charles and Myrtle moved to the farm, they
were up at 5 am to start chores. Once organized, they
slept in a bit. They milked eight cows, but were soon up
to 20. In the winter they carried the milk to the house to
be separated in a warm place. The skim milk was carried back to the barn for the calves and pigs. When they
quit milking, they went into beef and bought more pigs.
The Freemans had as high as 70 Heinz 57 beef cows
which calved year round.
They had 30 sows (lacombe, york and hampshire)
farrowing every four months.
Myrtle and Charles had to start hand pumping water
early in the morning, so there would be enough water
for the animals. There was no running water or plumbing in the house, so water had to be ca¡ried from the
barn well. Indoor plumbing was welcomed in the early
1970's.

When they moved into their home, there was no lawn

Charles & Myrtle, Charlene, Darcy Freeman

to speak of, only tall, tall grass. They cut, burned and
watered the half acre lawn, until they could cut it with a

(September 13, '1986)
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(See Craig and Charlene).

Darcy graduated from Briksdale in 1986. He was an
average student, who enjoyed many sports. Hunting and

snowmobiling were two of his favorite hobbies. He obtained his safety certificates in both. Darcy was a member of the Eriksclale 4-H Clovers for a few years, f)uring
his early teens, Darcy spent much of his spare time and
summer vacations working on neighboring farms. Darcy
was and is a true workaholic.
In April 1987, Darcy andJudy Saunders moved to
Edmonton; along withJudy's sons, tavis and Brad.Judy
worked in a bingo hall and later at her sister's Sub Shop.
Darcy immediately had ajob at Gramar Concrete Services Ltd. He started as a laborer in 1987 and by 1988 he
had advanced to foreman of his own crew. Darcy soon
became chief laborer and right-hand man. In 1993, Darcy
andJudy gave up on renting and built themselves a bilevel house in Edmonton. Darcy keeps in close contact
with his family and visits at least once a year.

Judy Saunders, Darcy Freeman,
Craig & Charlene Kaartinen;
Myrtle (holding Ashley Kaartinen) & Charles
(holding Derek Kaartinen) Freeman
(December 1991)
baseball season roll around. Charles has always been an
active hunter; enjoying bird and deer in the fall.

Myrtle has spent her time helping on the farm and
raising the children. She is an avid gardener, spending

Memories of Yesterday

many summer days canning and freezing fruits and vegetables for her family. Homemade bread is always on
the table and perogies and cabbage rolls in the freezer.

Myrtle has many hobbies. Knitting, crocheting and crafts
are her favorites. She has a collection ofspoons and over

400 pairs ofsalt and pepper shakers.

Family has always been an important part of Charles
and Myrtle's life. Their grandchildren are now often the

James Lawrence's log house, sided with lumber
(buílt by Anders Johnson in l9l8)

center of their day.

Myrtle and Charles have two children, Charlene
Marie (September 4, 1966) and Darcy Gordon (January
19, 1969).

Charlene graduated from Eriksdale

in

1984. She
achieved well academically and excelled in many sports.
She has her father's athletic ability; receiving the school's
top female athlete award in 1984. She was school president and editor of the yearbook during her senior year.
For eight years she was a member of the Eriksdale 4-H
Clovers. She also received her hunters safety and
snowmobile safety certificates, In 1985 she was crowned
carnival queen. During her summer holidays (1982-198a)
she worked full time as a waitress at Havakeen Lunch
and Tire in Eriksdale. Charlene met Craig Kaartinen in
the summer of 1982. They were married on September

Gumbrill's log house at ít's new resting place
on Spruce Ridge Farm

13, 1986. They have two children, Derek and Ashley.
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I got my first job when I was twelve, working for
Amanda (Larson) Monteith. I took care of her baby, also
made meals, cleahed the house, and had four goats to
milk, while the family put up the hay that summer. I was
both surprised and happywhen Mrs. Monteith gave me
four dolla¡s for my month's wage. I could hardly wait to
be home and get out the Eaton's catalogue to spend my
money. I bought a new blue dress for $1.98 and some
other things, too.

GABLE
Lena
My fatherJohn Shulø was born in Luc, Russia in 1875.
My mother Wilhelmena Drielik was born in 1879. In 1912
they sailed to Canada from Germa¡ry, arriving in Montreal, with their then six children: Alvina, August,
Matilda, Rhinard, Melinda and Carl. They had fìve more
children all born in Camper: Lydia, Richard, Louie, Lena
and Gus. After migrating to the Camper area they first
stayed with Wilhelmena's brother Ludwig Drielik, wife
Otellia and family until they built a straw roofed house

The other sisters had left home by this time. I was
fourteen and had to stay home and help my mother with
the housework and chores. I was 19 when I ma¡ried Bill
Gable. We lived close to both our parents and for a few
years we helped on both their farms. When we got
enough cattle of our own, we moved to a farm west of
Mulvihill. There we farmed for several years.
In 1967, I went to work at the E.M.Crowe hospital in
Eriksdale, moving to live there in 1973. For health reasons I retired from work in 1979.
When my health would allow I enjoyed baby-sitting
for my friends. Baking and cooking became my hobbies, especially making perogies, cabbage rolls and

with a dirt floor. A partition separated the living quarters from their cow, who generously gave a lot of milk to
help feed the family. Young chicks were kept warm under the bed.

Like many other settlers who came at that time the
men worked away from home. Our dad got work in the
bush at Spearhill cutting wood for $t.SO a cord. Eventually Dad bought a farm and began breaking land by hand.
This first home was located four miles south-west of
Camper. We were four miles from the store and Dad
would carry the groceries, two miles of the road was
heavy swamp. At times the storekeeper would divide the

vinaterta.
I have gathered many good friends and neighbors
since I came to Eriksdale. I am still Grandma or Auntie
LenaIo the many children I baby-sat.

one hundred pound bag of flour into four parts, so the
children could help to carry as well.
In later years the Shultz family took over the Drielik
farm across the road from the Edison School. Our mother
recalled digging a¡ound the yard with a pick and planting a pail of potatoes which grossed her eleven bags full

GAMBLE
Lee & Jean

that fall.

Lee Gamble's family was from eastern Canada. Lee
graduated from University in Guelph, ON in 1926 and
came west from there. He planned to go to Calgary AB,
however; at the train station he changed his mind and
decided to go as far as Winnipeg. Once in Winnipeg he

They raised their eleven children whom mostly attended Edison school. They attended the Pioneer Church

south-west of Camper where they were baptized and
confirmed. A Pastor Wolf, and a Pastor Roth taught
school there.

contacted the dairy commissioner in Winnipeg with
whom he was acquainted. While the contacts were being put into place, he engaged in more courses at the
Manitoba Agriculture College which later became the
University of Manitoba. While at the college he met Mr.
Russell Casselman and consequently was hired to work
in the Briksdale Creamery as abutter maker. He worked
there for two and a half years.
Jean Heroux was born December 10, 1910 in Winnipeg. In October 1919, she came to Eriksdale with her
mother Elma (nee Wood) Heroux, Dodds and her step
father, Amos Heroux (see Heroux A and E).Jean was

Louie Shultz and wife Eileen still reside on the homestead in 1995. Melinda, Gus and Richard live in Winnipeg.John Shultz died in 1944, Wilhelmena on October
15, 1955. Both are buried in the Camper cemetery.
I was born in 1920 at our home and Mrs. Martha
Hoffman was the midwife who helped mother. I, Lena,
went to Edison School. There were four of us going to
school at that time. We were lucþ we could run to school
when the bell rang, as we were just across the road. Other

children had to walk four to five miles through heavy
a word of English when

bush and swamps. I didn't know

I began school.
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Manitoba. This cup took up a lot of space and once again
Lee surprised his wife and had the inscribed portion of
the cup cut out and mounted on a wooden shield. It is
now in possession of his eldest son Dr. Donald Gamble.
Lee left Eriksdale in February 1930, as a friend of Lee's
father who owned a creamery was looking for a manager
and asked if Lee was interested. They paid his way to
Amherst, NS, and put him up in their home while they
worked things out. This was a very profitable move for
Lee and under his guidance the business succeeded and
grew After Lee left, he andJean wrote nearly every day
to one another and eventually the romance blossomed
until one day a very admirable engagement ring arrived
in the mail.Jean then travelled to Orillia, ON where her
mother's parents, Hester Ann and liank Stanton Wood,
lived. Marion was already living there with their grandparents. At this time it was necessary for one of the couple to live in Ontario at least three weeks before they
could be married in the province. So itwas thatJean made
the trip ahead of Lee, and obtained the marriage licence
with Lee's birth certificate, accompanied by her grand-

Lee Gamble, Jean Heroux, Ruth Matheson,
Marion Ballard

mother. They were married October 8, 1930 in the St.
James Anglican Church,(the same church where her
grandparents, the Woods, held the honor of being the
first couple to be married).

a family of four and was raised in Eriksdale. Her sister is Marion Long (see Marion Long)and
her brothers are Lyman (deceased)(see Lyman Heroux)
and Leonard Heroux of Eriksdale.(see Leonard Heroux).
As a student in Eriksdale she remembers meeting her
husband-to-be at a Young People's Society meeting the
night he arrived. Later at school, Cliff Casselman, her
class mate, and son of Russell Casselman told her about
the new butter maker. Although she was not his fìrst girlfriend she kept her eye on him and eventually heard
through friends that he really would like to date her. The
courtship began before he left Eriksdale in 1930. When
she saw Lee off at the train station "my mother was sur-

the eldest child in

They drove on to Toronto and then Niagara
Falls for their honeymoon,

following which they travelled by car to Nova Scotia;

where Lee continued to
work for the next 26 years.
Here they raised their four
children, three of which in
1994 are retired.

prised that I didn't leave with him."Jean worked at the
Eriksdale hospital after she finished her schooling.
While in Eriksdale, Lee started to make butter on his
own time after hours to enter exhibitions. He woulcl go
to the farmers who had the best cream and use their
cream. As a result he won many ribbons for his efforts.
ToJean's dismay and unknown to her he had discarded
these ribbons at one time and all that's left is a faded
photo of the ribbons which will be reproduced to display
in the Eriksdale Creamery Museum in the near future.
His most significant award was a huge silver cup mounted
on a mahogany base. It was presented by Winnipeg Cold
Storage for the best butter maker in all of the province of

The eldest Dr. Donald
Stanton Gamble, born May
29, 1933, is known all over

the world for his research

in organic chemistry

He

Jean Gamble

works with water and soil and the pollution aspect, He is
invited to visit universities across the country andJean
has had the privilege of travelling with him on occasion.
Donald has worked for the Federal Government for thirty
years in research and has an office and a lab with five
people working for him there. He is also a professor at
the University of Manitoba.Jean now lives with Donald

in Carp, ON.
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Neither parents ever got back to Bngland or Switzerland; but Annas and I visited Tiarporley, England and
Zurich, Switzerland, where they were born.

George Fizzel,bornJune 22, L935, became the Chief
Stationary Engineer for Halifax, Nova Scotia Power Commission. He is retired now and has a cottage near Peggy's

Reginald (Sr.) was in the services of WWI, and lost the

Cove.

sight of one eye and part of the bone in one arm. His
three sons were in the RCAtr'in WWIL
The second generation has been retired for several
years. I, (Ed) retired in 1987, having spent nearly 46 years

7, 1940, first worked for the
Marion Lee, born
local City Tiansportation. Then she and a girlfriend of
hers sold their cars and bought one new car and packed
l;|i,day

all their belongings and half of minø, recallsJean, and drove
across Canada and up to the Yukon. She found good work

with the same company, most of the years in Montreal,
PQ Then I was transferred to Winnipeg in 1975. Retire-

and good pay. She started working in the White Pass
Railway Station which is now a museum in White Horse.
She eventually ended up in shipping and production of
large shipping containers from Whitehorse to Vancouver. Shejust retired after thirty years.
HelenJean, born August23, 1946, began work as a
secretary for a Professor at McMaster University in Hamilton, ON and ended up working for the Federal government in Ottawa.
Lee passed away in the spring of I974,just after his
seventy-third birthday and is buried in Ottawa, ON.Jean
feels fortunate that she is able to travel to visit her children and their families which are spread from one end of
the country to the other. She has, as of September 1994
eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren and

ment years have been mostly spent as a volunteer at Seven

Oaks General Hospital working in Geriatric Medicine,
having so far volunteered over 4,000 hours.
Healthwise we are keeping reasonably well considering our age and try to live each day that is given to us. We
enjoy life in good spirits and try to give something back
to our fellow beings that they may have a higher quality

of life. The rewards are their caring smiles, a wave of
their hand, the look in the eyes of those who can no longer
talk, or a pat on the chair to come and sit, and they forget
for a while their depression or tears - Life is what you
make it.
Bless you all.

will

be celebrating her 84th birthday in 1994.

GARRITY

Beatrice

GARNER
Reginald & Bartha

Beda Marie (Beatrice) Sundberg was born on December

12,I9L4 in Eriksdale toJohn and Emma Sundberg. She
died on November 17,1984 in Eriksdale. She grew up on
NW 6-21-5W and went to school at Helendale. She married Fred Garrity, son of Patrick and Catherine Garrity,
who farmed a few miles south of the Sundbergs.

1. Betty Gonyou (husband died in 1991) living in Lively,
near Sudbury, ON. Has two daughters, Lorraine and
Marilyn, four grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
2. Reginald (Chick) and wife, Lillian, live in New Port
Richey Florida. One son, Kim, died while flying plane in
1993 and one daughter, Cindy, living in the States.
3. Walter worked as a car mechanic in Sudbury, deceased in 1985, survived by wife, Claire.
4. Bdward and wife, Agnes (Annas), have one daughter,Judy, living in Toronto. One son, Lloyd, in Winni
peg, wife, Heather, and two grandchildren, Erin and

Michael.
Reginald Garner (Sr.) came to Winnipeg prior to WWI.
He had met Bertha Hausheer in England. She went home
to Switzerland to see her mother, and then came to Winnipeg to be married. They settled on a farm near Eriksdale, then moved into town, where he worked many years

Fred & Beatríce Garrity

at the Stephanson Grocery Store.
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Beatrice had two daughters. Vivian Myrtle was born
on February 20, 1931 and passed away

in 1972 atthe age

of 41 from leukemia, She was an avid animal lover. She
worked in Kenora at St.Joseph's Hospital for a time and

then got a job at Assinaboine Zoo in Winnipeg. She
played the banjo in her younger days and played at many
dances with her sister, Shirley on the accordion. They
were known as the Garrity GirLs.
Shirley Ann was born on December 14, 1936 in Eriksdale. (See Ken and Shirley Bishop).
Beatrice liked to garden and was acknowledged for
her hard work when her garden was chosen one of the
best gardens in Canada several times by the Alberta Seed
and Nursery Company. She loved to enter contests and
was a wonderful cook. Every summer she spent hours
picking berries of all kinds from which she made deli
cious jams and preserves. Beatrice was a hard worker,
but always had time to give lots of candy and love to her
seven grandchildren.

Shírley, Beda, Fred, Lilly (Beda's sister),
Trevor (grandson)
were hauled to town winter and summer. The 20 dozen
egg crates had to be wrapped in blankets in the winter

to keep from freezing. Gradually roads were built and
improved, then cream trucks picked up the cream and
brought back groceries and mail when the cans were
returned.

GARRITY
Fred

In the early 1950's, Fred purchased a welder which
could be run off the tractor. Later, after the hydro came
in (1953?) he purchased an electric welder, spending
many hours repairing machinery for grateful people from
far and near. For at least 30 years Fred welded, at one
time repairing a very delicate, short firing pin on avery
expensive gun owned by Leo Bazinet. Finally, after he
had taught Dick the fine art of welding, he retired from
that work completely in 1993 at the tender age of 86.

Fred Garrity was born on December 16, 1907. He was
one of I I children raised by his parents, Patrick (March
1856-1938) from Kallimagh, County May, Ireland and
Catherine (nee McGuire - December, 1864-1939). Mr.
and Mrs. Garrity were married in 1881 in Wigan Lancashire England; came to Canada in 1883; living for a time

at Whitemouth, MB, where some of the family were
born. Moved to Winnipeg where the rest of the family
were born; finally moving to the homesteadon SE 36-216W in 1907. Pat Garrity started his homestead in 1905,
having to walk to the Helendale district from the nearest
railway station at Raeburn, carrying groceries and supplies. Fred Garrity still vividly recalls, as a little boy barely

F

i

*î

being able to see over the side of the wagon box; on the
many trips to and from Winnipeg with the horses and
wagon, after the big move to the homestead at Helmdale.
(gleaned from W to W, p. 385)
Fred married Beda Sundberg (December 1914 - November 19B4) who is buried in Eriksdale Cemetery. They
farmed on NE 36-20-6W, shipping cream to Lundar (the

first creamery), later shipping to Eriksdale when the
creamery was built there. It took three hours

to go to

town

with the horses (one way). (Shirley loved the trip and
Herd Wruck & Dick Garríty (1957)

used to sing all the way there and back). Cream and eggs
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As an avid hunter, Fred also filled his own shells. His
guns were lost in the house fire of November 1994.

Fred and Beda raised two daughters, Vivian and
Shirley. Both girls attended Helendale School as their
parents and Dick had before them. These talented young

ladies played the accordion and banjo at many local
dances in Helendale, Swan Creek, Deerhorn, Mary Hill,
Hartfield, North Star, Lily Bay and Stony Hill schools,
in Lundar Hall for a Christensen girl's wedding, and at
Lindell's bar, for a number of years; the source of a great
deal ofpleasure for young and old alike.
Vivian died from leukemia in 1972. (See Beatrice

Garrity).

Shirley married Ken Bishop, farming on the old
Carlson place, NW 7-2I-5W. They raised four sons and
three daughters (see Ken Bishop); then continued her
schooling to become an LPN.
Today Fred and Dick (nephew) still live on the same
farm. Unfortunately the biggest enemy for all time, fire,
struck and the old house burned down in November
1994, just giving Fred, Dick and Sparky the dog enough
time to get out. No time to salvage anything; pictures,
treasures or even clothes to put on. They were able to
purchase a trailer for the winter and have now built a
very nice, new, comfortable house.
Fred has seen many changes in his lifetime. Though
his health is not good, he still has a hearty handshake.

Thomas, Lome, Myrtle in democrat;
Thomas Sr., Beatríce, John

It was in Portage that Beatrice met a Scotsman who
had been in North America for four years. Thomas
Kennedy Gemmell married Florence Beatrice Lawrence
inJune 1912. The following year they started a family.
Their fìrst bom was Thomas Henry, born March 27 ,1913.
Two years later on March 8, 1915,John was born in
Portage la Prairie. The Gemmells inquired about land
to homestead - the Interlake area w¿ß available. On October 29, 1915 Thomas Sr. paid the ten dollar fee for a
homestead on NW 2l in Eriksdale. They felt like millionaires to be able to buy 160 acres for little money.
Mr. Gemmell set out on the train headed north in
order to build a residence for the family. Bells had already settled the district and provided a place where
Thomas Sr. could stay, while he built a log house a half
mile east of the Bell settlement. Near Christmas my

GEMMELL FAMILY
The Gemmell family begins in East Kilbride near Glasgow in central Scotland. My grandfather Thomas

Kennedy Gemmell was born July 11, 1885 in
Glasgow In the 1900's he came to Canada at the age of
23. He worked on the Continental railway in Montreal.
Thomas left Quebec to apply for farm labour in the west
- men were required to harvest the crops. In 1910 he
rented a farm from McAllisters near Portage la Prairie.
Back in England my great-grandparents had twelve descendants - the third born was Florence Beatrice, my
grandmother, on April26, 1890. At the age of 22Florence Beatrice Lawrence became restless, so she left for
America. Her trip was moved up amonth and she missed
the Titanic Disaster that occurred in April. She sailed in
March 1912. The trip on the Allen Line - The Virginian
was very rough landing at St.John's, NB. The train took
her across Canada to Portage la Prairie. She lived with a
Mrs. Montgomery there in the community.

Beatrice & Thomas Gemmell Sr.
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pleting all the home tasks
- mending, sewing, cooking, canning and making
quilts. She attended the
church in the community
and read her Bible at

grandmother became impatient to be reunited with her
husband. She got on the train with her two little boys to
join her husband.

home. She joined in with
other neighbors to celebrate special community

activities. They were both
ambitious and their mixed
farm was prosperous. The
land was very stony and
difficult to cultivate - profitably. Thomas Sr. did try

Lucille & Thomas Gemmell Jr.
The Gemmells were huppy on their homestead. Their
first team were oxen which pulled the sleigh and got the
family from place to place. They raised cattle and horses
- providing sufficient water for the stock was a problem.
After twelve years on the homestead the Gemmell fam-

to farm, his dream, in

ily moved to the Kilpatrick place where they resided until
1929. ThomasJr. was keen on competition and entered

25 yearc after he registered for his homestead his land

Marchand, MB. - since

it

Myrtle Gemmell Olson

was so dry that year he de-

cided he would continue to put his energy into the land
he had already purchased in the Interlake area. About

holdings included the Swatz place (his first homestead),
the Kilpatrick place, the Philpott place and the Clark
property that he had rented.Thomas and Beatrice made
the Philpott place their home from 1929-1947. By this
time two of the Gemmell children had developed wings

heifer calf in the Shorthorn club - he won a gold medal'
By the year 1929 the Gemmells had four children:
ThomasJr.,John, Myrtle and Lorne. Later in yearsJohn
becameJockand Lorne was nicknamed Mickeywho was
the last bornJanuary 3, 1923. The Gemmells lived 15
miles from Eriksdale, quite a distance to travel by horse
and buggy. In 1929 they purchased a Model T. Ford to
take them to town. Thomas Sr. never learned to drive an
automobile. He was a horseman; when he drove he became all excited and said uhoa - the car remained out of
control! Thomas carried his love of horses from his homeland. In Kilbride, Scotland the senior Gemmells had
a

of their own.

ThomasJr. struck out into Ontario. In Northwestern
Ontario he chose Lucille Berg to be a lifetime partner
from 1941-1989, when my mother, Lucille died. Early in
their marriage Thomasjoined the army when the WWII
developed. He travelled overseas during the war to England, Scotland, Germany and Holland. ThomasJr. was
a successful farmer. He developed a place that is farmed

-y

brother and family. My father is retired and lives

quality Clydesdale ribbon winners. Thomas grew uP
surrounded by the best of the breed. Around 1932 he
purchased his own purebred Clydesdale stallion in Por-

by

tage. For three years he travelled the horse around Eriks-

he purchased when he and Lucille first set up their farm

da,le for breeding purposes. He and the horse walked
from the Philpott farm east to Sharpewood - then carried on to Reynold's road, down highway 68 to Eriksdale. He headed out of Eriksdale west to Bert Riding
right to the lake. On the way home my grandfather and
his horse walked north of Eriksdale, through to Mulvihill
and home. There was a stud fe¿ of two dollars and if the
mare produced a colt my grandfather was paid ten dollars. I don't think he rrrade afortun¿but he and his horse
were physically fit! Beatrice was a good pioneer wife com-

in 1946. Thomas has a life story of his own to tell of how
he settled into the Rainy River district in Ontario.
I remember my grandfather was a husky gentleman
who always wore a moustache. It was a chore for my
grandpa to put on Sunday clothes for a photo or to take
time to visit his friends and neighbors. In later years he

on an acre by the Rainy River. He continues to cultivate
a garden and still has his first Massey Ha¡ris tractor, which

preferred the comforts of home.
My family (ThomasJr.'s) visited annually - Grandma
Beatrice welcomed us and prepar ed a soft feather tickbed
for my brother and I. I recall the road, Gemmell Road, as
374

being very narrow and muddy in the fïfties. One year in

June the Gemmell road was impassable. My father
parked in the area of the fìrst homestead and our family
walked across country to the Gemmell farm on the Bell
property. The mosquitos
were in swarms - we didn't
even dare to talk in case we

received a mouthful of
Manitoba mosquitoes.
Once on the rehrrn visit,
we removed the back seat

from our car and travelled

Lorne (Mickey) & Beatrice Gemmell

back to our house with a
hereford calf in the rear of
the car. I raised the heifer

he helped develop the museum which still houses some
of the Gemmell antiques. The hospital where he attended

and entered hincess Kayin

the grand opening provided the tender-loving-care when
he suffered with disabling cancer. Lorne Kenneth Mickcy

the 4-H club. My heifer
took fìrst place in her class.

Gemmell died May 28,1992. He was 69 years young.In
June 1992 there was a public auction on the Gemmell
farm. Everything except the disc was sold at the sale.
This old piece of machinery is secured on the land. The
Manitoba maples have grown through the stationary disc
arid it will never leave the farm. There it sits near the

Míss Tracey, another offspring of my grandparent's

John (Jock)

Gemmell

herd won best showmanship at our local fair. The
Thomas Gemmells tried
life in town at Briksdale,

open gate that seems to beckon and invite us back. Geographically, it is the sarne - the fenced in garden site, the
vacant house, and the old fa¡m yard. Cattle still graze
nearby looking for shelter against the old barn. There is
a leanto, the old pump house.The Gemmells made a difference in the Interlake area of Manitoba. As Beatrice
Gemmell sudin MOD, compiled and published by Lucy

but soon made plans to rehrrn to the home place. Thomas

Kennedy Gemmell died November 18, 1969. He never
lived to enjoy the house built by *y uncles. His sister
Myrtle, worked in Winnipeg. Later she cooked for the
railroad and raised a family - she is now living in
Kamloops, BC.
BothJock and Mickey stayed on the Bell home place,
working until poor health slowed them down. Florence
Beatrice (Bea) died April20, 1981 - she was over g0 years
old.

Lindell: "Well, we bought some cows and milked them
and sold cream. It was hard work too, and tiring and not
much for all your hard work, but it is home to all of us if we had better prices for everything we had then in the
early days, we could have seen a lot more of the land of
ours."Perhaps she could have travelled more; but she
settled in Eriksdale, did her best to build her community
into being a memorable settlement to the old pioneers.

Jock preferred to keep the fires burning much like my
grandfather. A stroke has weakened his left side, but has
not confìned him to a wheelchair. His love of the country and the fresh air kept him motivated. He died in 1996.

Mickey, the youngest of the Gemmell clan, always
had all the unique modern gadgets - a motorcycle, an
electric car that he refashioned from an old volkswagon,
a huge satellite dish and a CB radio communicator. I
remember viewing home videos into the wee hours of
the night, whenever we visited. He enjoyed playing
musical instruments, writing songs and entertaining
friends and relatives. Mickey was a generous man who
had a sense of humour, loved children and had a witty
answer for everything. He was proud of his homeland 375

Sunderlands that were water based (and he couldn't even
swim). He flew in the India, Ceylon, Malaysian Theatre

for over two years.

In

1946 Ben and Enid were married and returned to

Eriksdale permanently. He later become the manager

and owner of the Eriksdale Creamery. As times
changed and less cream was produced he switched
the business to a butter cutting facility supplying a
number of large retailers. A locker plant and meat cutting business was established. In 1984 he retired and
sold the plant.

During the years when -Blg is Betterwas the motto the
Gibbings worked hard to try and keep the town, school
Eníd & Ben Gibbings (1949)

and hospital. Eriksdale was not a designated growth cen-

GIBBINGS
Thomas & Enid

tre so should have passed from the scelre, as all government employees were gradually withdrawn, but it did
not because of the time spent by many local citizens.
Enid was one of the founding members of the Eriksdale Credit Union which helped revitalize our town. She

Although not among the early pioneers the Gibbings
lived in Eriksdale for over 50 years.
Enid Thomson born and raised at Miami, MB, ar-

served as secretary for some years.

rived to start teaching at Parkview School in August 1939.
WWII broke out in less than one month. Many of the
large Back to the Landfamilies settled in the district during the Dirty Thirties who had never farmed, began to
drift back to the cities. The school population plummeted
and Inspector Muller persuaded Ënid to take the Primary Room at the Eriksdale School. She left to teach

high school at Cartwrightin 1942,
Thomas Innes Gibbings (Ben) born and raised on a
farm at Lenore (near Virden) arrived fresh from the University of Manitoba Dairy course in 1941 to work for

Mr. Casselman at the local Creamery.
The next year he left to serve as a pilot in the RCAF,
but was soon transferred to the RAF to fly the large

Pat & Bonníe Acer, Ben & Enid Gíbbings,
Bruce & Míchelle Willows;
Andrew & Anthony Acer; Matthew Acer
Ben served on the local hospital board for over 20
years, much of the time as chairman. During this time
the new Hospital and Care Home were built and many
people found jobs locally. He was also chairman of the
Housing Authority Board when the Friendly Villa, Leisure Lodge and low-cost housing were built.
Both were interested and helped in the building of
the local Recreation Centre serving on the board and
working as volunteers in the booth for 25 years.
Because of a strong belief that all people are spiritual
as well as physical, the United Church and UCW have

Paul & Bonnie Gibbings (1953)
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been very important to Bnid. She served as secretary
and as a delegate to Presbytery as well as teaching Sun-

Michelle (1957), who married Bruce Willows at Winnipeg. She and her husb¿hd teach and raise a family
at Rivers, MB. They have two sons, Brett (1990) and
Riley (1993).

day School for 20 years.
Other activities we were involved in between then
and now: Ben is a past president of the Legion, a past
Master of Harry Woods Lodge, a president of the Curling Club and a member of the ARDA Board. Enid was
involved with the Eastern Star, the local School Board,
and the Community Centre (in the 1940's, 1950's).

GLEICH

Benjamin & Connie
Benjamin August (Benny) was born in Roblin, MB on
March 16, 1942 son of August and Rhea Gleich. He is
the second son, one of nine children. The family moved
to Eriksdale in 1947. Ben attended Eriksdale School. After completing his education, he went to work in the construction field with his brother Bud (John) and his fa-

Enid spent many days substituting at the local schools
and finally wentback teachingfull time in the AdultBducation Branch. She found these students cheery, ajoy to
work with - so enthusiastic, hard working and successtu1.

We both liked gardening and spent many hours in
our yard. Enid was known for her constant redecorating and remodeling of their home. Ben found pleasure
in repairing and fixing refrigerators, air conditioners, etc.
I was amused when a newcomer said to me, "Oh! You
are'Mr. Fix-It's' wife."
This small community was an excellent place to raise
children. From the time they did their first bunny hop in

ther.

the Carnival, or played their first hockey game and heard

the applause, they felt they belonged and were part of
the community.

David, Connie, Ben & Jím Gleích

In the year of 1962, Ben married Connie Seymour.
Connie was born in Eriksdale Hospital to Tom and Mae
Seymour on March 20, L944, Grade school was completed at Scotch Bay School. She then went to Eriksdale
Collegiate from grade 9 to 11 and then worked in the
Eriksdale Hotel for one year.
The first year of marriage we bought a house trailer
and moved to Cedar Lake where Ben was working on
road construction. In the fall of 1962 we moved the
trailer to Matt and Mum's (Lee) yard and stayed there
for the next two years. In 1965 we bought ten acres on
SB 5-22-5W from Russ Campbell and moved the trailer
onto this land. In 1968 we built a house on this property
and still live here today. We have bought more land and
a"re now cattle farming. I (Connie) worked as a nurse's

Riley & Brett Wíllows
The Gibbings have three children:

aide at the Eriksdale Hospital and Eriksdale Personal

Bonnie (1950), who married Patrick Acer of New York
City. They live in Rochester NY and have three sons;

Care from 1985 to 1991. InJanuary of 1994 I was appointed the secretary-treasurer of the Lundar Purbred
Beef Cattle Show and Sale. InJanuary 1995 I was hired
as Assistant Administrator for the RM of Eriksdale.

Matthew (1978) and twins, Andrew and Anthony (1984).
Paul (1953), was brain damaged at birth because of
lack of oxygen, has resided at the Manitoba Developmental Centre at Portage la Prairie for many years.

On April 7, 1964 our first son David Matthew, was
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born. David went to Eriksdale School from kindergarten until graduation. He was an active hockey player
while going to school. He went to Sweden with his
hockey team in 1982. Besides attending school and
hockey, David was also involved in 4-H with beef cattle
for nine years. In the fall of 1982 he went to Red River
College in Winnipeg and completed a welding course.
In 1983 David went to work on construction jobs as an
operator in various parts of Manitoba and Ontario. In
1987, David bought a house trailer and moved it onto
Earl Seymour's land in Deerhorn for three years' In
1990, David bought land and built a house on the exist-

GODFREY

Donald & Margaret
Donald was born in 1928 to William and Beatrice
Godfrey in Winnipeg. He was raised and educated in
Winnipeg. Like his father he was a painter by trade.
Margaret (P"Sgy) Packer was born in 1930 to
William and Emily Packer in Winnipeg were she grew
up. At the age of sixteen she quit school to take care of
her mother.
In 1948 Don and P"ggy where married in Winnipeg
while Don was enlisted in the army.
Don worked at the radar base at Gypsumville for
twenty-five years. He passed away suddenly on June
30, 1985, and is buried in Eriksdale. P"ggy still lives
on their properly in Mulvihill.
The children of Don and Peggy Godfrey:
Margaret bornJuly 7,1949, married Larry Million

ing foundation that was there. This land was his Grandpa
and Grandma's homestead (Matt and May Lee) NW 24-

2l-7W. David married Nicole KirbyJune 1996.

and lives in Winnipeg. They have a son and a daughter.

William (Bill), born May 29,1950, married Bonnie
Miller from Ashern in 1970. They have a daughter and
a son. They separated in 1975. Bill is living with his
partner,Joan Collins, in Winnipeg and is a painter.
Patricia was born in 1951 and died at three and a half
months. She is buried in Winnipeg.
Donald (Don) was born in 1953. He married Judy
Hilderbrand from Morris, MB. They have a son' twentytwo and a daughter, twenty. Don fìrst worked at Canada
Photo in 1979 then began his own business known as
Don's Photo. He now has four stores, two in Winnipeg,
one in Portage la Prairie and one in Regina, SK'
Robert (Bob) was born in 1955. He graduated from
Eriksdale Collegiate in 1971. He married Elaine
Hilderbrand from Morris (a sister toJudy Godfrey). They
have two sons and a daughter.
David was born in 1957. He married Janis
Middlestead from Steep Rock. He worked at the radar
base until it closed in 1986. He was then transferred to
Wiruripeg were they still live. David is a painter by trade.
Charlene (See Kevin and Charlene Kinkead).
Colleen, born April 9, 1960, graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate and then worked in Winnipeg at Doel's
Electric. In 1979 she married Dennis Walker of Briksdale. (See Harry Watker). Dennis is a plumber by trade
who has taken up carpentry as well. He has built many
new homes which they usually live in and then sell.
The family moved to Comox on Vancouver Island in
1990. Here Dennis continues to build, Colleen is consid-

Jacalyn, Jím & Brody Gleich

In

1966 on September 17, our second son, Benjamin

James (Jim), was born in Eriksdale Hospital. Jim took
his schooling in Eriksdale School. He, as well as David,
was an active hockey player and went to Sweden with
his team, David and his father.Jim was in the beef 4-H
club for seven years. After his school yearsJim worked
in the construction field as an operator.Jim andJacalyn
(Christensen) moved to Winnipeg in the year 1990' In
1991,Jim went to Red River College anrl completed his
diesel mechanics course. In 1992, they moved back to
Eriksdale andJim is working back in the construc[ion
field. On November 6, 1993, Brody, their son was born.

Jim andJacalyn were married onJuly 29,1994.
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ered by some an expert at packing and setting up house.

They have two children, Adam, born March 26, 1981,
enjoys playing football and Terrilyn, born on September 29, 1983, enjoys music.
Peter (See Peter Godfrey).

Cameron was born on March 16, 1969, in Ashern.
He was educated in Eriksdale and inJanuary 1994, married Joanne Lucier. They are now living in Briksdale.
Joanne was born in 1974 to Roy and Vida (Sweetland)
Trevor Godfrey

Lucier.

Chad Godfrey

OnJuly 27, 1985, Peter and Ann were married. In
August of 1987, they moved to Eriksdale and lived just
north of town on Tegelberg's road. Peter was working at
the Lucky Dollar Store. In 1988, he worked with Harry
Martens. At this time they bought an acreage in Mulvihill
(The former site of Gladys Anderson). In 1989 he started
working with the Highways Department where he is still
employed. Ann is presently custodian for several Eriksdale businesses.

The children of Ann and Peter Godfrey:
Ryan was born May 18, 1982 ,and is very interested

in sports.
Tievor was born August 22, 1986, and enjoys hunting
and animals.
Chad, born October 10, 1990, tends to like drawing
and colouring.
All three boys were born in Winnipeg, MB.

GODFREY

Peter & Ann
Peter was born on February 16, 1962 in Ashern (See
Donald Godfrey). He started school at Birch Lake and
his teacher was Elaine Sutherland. He completed his
education at Eriksdale following which he lived and
worked on the farm with his dad and mom for a couple
of years and then went out to work. First he worked for

GOODRIDGE FAMILY
William Sr. & Anna Goodridge
Captain Edmund

Arnason Plumbing from Lundar; then in Winnipeg to
work for his brother, Don, at Don's Photo.
Ann Sturgess is the daughter of Vic and Babe Sturgess
(See Victor Sturgess). She was bornJune 21, 1964, and
was educated in Eriksdale. For years she was a member
of the figure skating club

Goodridge, wife, daughter
and three sons arrived in

Canada from England
May 13, 1880. They came
by train to Winnipeg and
on to Headingley, where

and a teacher to the
youngergirls. From 1978 1981 she worked full time

they homesteaded.

Godfrey

et

Havakeen Lunch and part-

One son, William
Henr/,marriedAnnaOtto AnníeGoodridge
and lived in Oak Bluff.

time during the school

They had four sons: William HenryJr.,James, Sidney

terms. From 1981 - l9B4
Ann worked in dietary at

and Frank (Jake), three daughters; Stella (Larson), Helen

during the summers at

Ryan

B

In

1911 they moved to Eriksdale and
homesteaded in the Eastland district. In the 1920's, they

and Winny.

the Eriksdale Hospital.
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Stella Larson

Lars Larson

moved to Eriksdale where William Sr. and Anna owned
and operated the Manitoba House. Sid andJake worked
for many years in the Eriksdale Trading Store.

William Jr. & Ed¡th Goodridge
WilliamJr. started Bill's Confectionery in 1925 and on
July 18, 1930, married Edith Palmer, a school teacher
from Melita, Bill and Edith operated their store for 42
years, selling out in 1970. On October 7, 1933, George
William Glen was born and onJanuary 27,1943,FairJr,
Catheran Ann was born. Both Glen and Faith attended
school in Eriksdale. Glen married Ena Watson on May
25,1955.In the fall of 1955 Glen joined the RCN (five
years) and then the RCAF (ten years). They had four
sons: Terrance (three daughters); William (two sons);
Howard (two sons, one daughter);and Randall (one son,
one daughter). They all live in the Comox - Courtenay

Bruce (holding Brad), Elsie & Sandra Goodridge
Bruce started working at the Eriksdale Creamery upon

returninghome from the war, and married Elsie Dowsett
on March 1I,1947.

Elsie Dowsett was born in Eriksdale on September
only daughter of Stanley
and Charlotte LottieDowsett (nee Hanslip). She grew up
in Eriksdale and attended Eriksdale School to grade 11.
As a girl, she was very active in the community, and
with the help of Nan Elfensen (nee Forsyth), she started
the Gossip Column Kids - group of several young Eriksdale girls who got together weekly and wrote letters to
Eriksdale's young men overseas during WWII.
In her mid-teens, Elsie used to work in the old Red
and White Store. Later, in the mid 60's she worked at
Bill's Confectionery (owned by Bruce's uncle and aunt,
Bill and Edie Goodridge) until Bill retired and sold the
11, 1929, the oldest child and

area on Vancouver Island. Glen now resides in Ponoka,

AB with his wifeJoyce (Werseen) of Roseisle, MB. Faith's
married name is Wruck.
Edith Goodridge passed away on February 11, 1995,
at Cedar Acres Extended Care in Langley, BC at the
age of 92 years. William (Bill) died in 1975.

Bruce & Elsie Goodridge

store.

Bruce Goodridge was born in Winnipeg on October 31,
1923 to Winnifred Goodridge, daughter of William and
Annie Goodridge (Otto).
Bruce was raised by his grandmother Annie, growing
up in the Manitoba House, a boarding house in Eriksdale. He attended Eriksdale School to grade ten, then
worked for AJ. Smith for a short while before joining
the army in 1942. He was a member of the Queens Own

Bruce worked at the Eriksdale Creamery for 15 years,
driving the cream truck and picking up cream from the
local farmers. In 1960, he went to work for Palm Dairies
in Winnipeg. Elsie and the children stayed in Eriksdale
while Bruce commuted every weekend, boarding in
Winnipeg during the week. In 1965, Bruce went to work
for the Department of Highways.
Both Bruce and Elsie were great sports fans. Elsie

Highlanders overseas in England until 1945. He was
wounded in the left thigh in Belgium during the war,
and spent time in hospitals in France and England be-

played baseball with the Briksdale ladies team, and Bruce
played both hockey and baseball while Elsie cheered
him on. They were both members of the Eriksdale Le-

fore coming home to Canada in 1945.

gion Branches, and Elsie was
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a

member of the Women's

Auxiliary of the

John's Anglican Church for many

football - and now spends many hours watching all kinds
of sports on cable TV and satellite disk. He's also agreat

Sadly, Elsie became very ill with cancer in early 1971
and died May 13, 1972, at the young age of 42. She is
buried in Eriksdale Cemetery.
Bruce and Elsie have two children: Sandra, born in
Eriksdale in t947, and Brad born in Eriksdale in 1952.
Sandra attended Briksdale Collegiate until grade 11

fan of the horse races and still likes to get out to

St.

years.

Assiniboia Downs in Winnipeg on summer Sunday afternoons whenever he is able.

GORANSON FAMILY

and was involved in many school and community activities, like the Briksdale Figure Skating Club, Bxplorers and CGIT (Canadian Girls in taining). She took
nursing at St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg and reh¡rned to work at the Briksdale Hospital and marry David
Hogue. (See David Hogue).

Kerstin & Goran Jonson
Kerstin Jonson (1842-1933) and Goran Jonson (1887L924) arrived in Canada inJune, 1909 from Hotagen,
Jamtland, Sweden at the ages of 67 and 72 years respectively. They brought with them four of their daughters.
Five of their children had emigrated earlier and one remained in Sweden.
They were welcomed by their son,Jonas, our father,

and the others. Jonas had immigrated

in 1904

and in

those five years he had succeeded in establishing a home

in the Nord district. Grandma and Grandpa made their
home permanently with Dad. His youngest sister,
Pauline, lived with them for several years before moving to Minneapolis where she later married Bdwin
Holmberg.

Grandpa and Grandma applied fot a þatmt to land
across the road allowa¡rce from Dad's farm. They built a
log house on it and were told that, in order to qualify as
homesteaders, they must spend six months of the year
as occupants of the land. They decided to do that by
spending their nights there, but continued to spend the

Five Generations:
Elsie Goodridge, Sandra (holding Alanna) Hogue,
Lottie Yaworski, Mabel Hanslíp

days at Dad's house a quarter-mile away.

This worked very well until one evening. Grandpa,
who was by then slow of speech and step, started out
ahead of Grandma, who was still verymuch fleetof mind

Brad attended Eriksdale Collegiate and spenthis spare
time playing sports, especially hockey. A big music fan,
Brad even had a short-lived career as the drummer of

the local rock band

and foot. These traits stood her in good stead this night.
Walking alone, she was about halfway there when a bull

Other band members included Sandra Pool, Bonnie Richaud, Gary Lindell, and

moose confronted her and she had to scramble up a tree
to avoid his bad temper. She had to stay up there for

Eileen Granberg.
Brad graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in lg72 and
moved to Winnipeg to work. He is currently a partner at

more than an hour until the moose gave up and wandered off. Grandpa was blissfully unaware of her predicament until she finally arrived home and made him

Jones Goodridge Ltd. in Winnipeg. He married Laurie

the target of her fear and frustration.

Harbour of Lockport in 1989, and they have two son
Brady born in 1991 and Connor in 1995.
Bruce retired from the Department of Highways in
1983 and did summer work for the Eriksdale Municipality until 1991.
He's still an avid sports fan - especially hockey and

Experiences of this nature, as well as hardships common to all immigrants, seemed not to dampen their enthusiasm and determination to succeed. Their faith and

Rebekah.

stamina remained their support and they learned to love

their adopted country. They expressed dismay only in
the lack of churches, religion having been an important
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element of their life in Sweden.
Kerstin and GoranJonson now rest in Nord Cemetery,

five of their children: (Karin Peterson, Sara Olafson
(Olson), Ingeborg Klarsttom, Knut andJonas)' Three are
buried in Saskatchewan; (Elisabeth Anderson, Maria
Halen-Nylander and Marta Halen), o¡te irr Minneapolis
as do

(Pauline Holmberg), and

in Sweden, the oldest

son

fiohann) and an earlierJonas who died as a child. Eight
grandchildren also rest in the Nord Cemetery near Eriksdale: (Elof Peterson, Anton Klarstrom, Karl Peterson,
Martha (Olafson) Olson, Gladys (Goranson) Richtik, Olaf
Peterson, Harold Goranson and Hilding Goranson).

Gustave & Karin Peterson
(Excerpts from Carl Peterson's story)
Gustave (1853-1936) and Karin (1868-1941) Peterson
left Hotagen, Jamtland, Sweden May 10, 1908. Along

with them they had a family of one girl and three boys.
They started out with a horse and sleigh to a place called
Krokom, where they caught the train. They stayed there
with relatives a few days, then got on a train that took us
to a place called TLonhjem in Norway. From there we
went on a boat that took us to Bergen. Now it had been
seven days since we left our home. Our next stop was a
place called Kristiansand. Now the trip was rough' We
sailed over the North Sea. It was very stormy so we all

Dwaíne, Ryan; Trevor, Síngne, Yvonne (holding
Trista); Stacy Holm, Joanne Hyfield, (inset Ollie)
got a ride. He asked us where we were going. We said,
"to Westman" and he told us which way to go. We arrived at'Westman's, so we stayed there over night.
In the morning we got to a place called Swan Creek.
From there we walked, and someone gave us a ride. Finally we came to the home of a Swedish family, who
offered us to stay there 'til we got a place to live. This

were seasick. Then we neared the coast of England; soon
we landed in Newcastle. From there we went by train to
Liverpool where we stayed two days waiting for the boat,

Virginia, that was taking us to Quebec' It was still very
stormy, so we were seasick again. After seven days we
landed in Quebec. Then we were happy, no more seasick-

was the home of Mr. and Mrs. Voxberg. Here, we stayed

all summer.
So we had to build a house on the homestead, in the
Nord district. A gang of men got together and built a
house of logs. This did not take too long to build' Finally
we got settled on our homestead'

NCSS.

Here we had to gather up all our belongings and

see

that they got on the train on which we were to go to
Winnipeg. We had to buy some food to take with us on
the train, so we had a language problem. I have forgotten how long we were on the train to Winnipeg.
Mr. Hallonquist rnet us at the CPR and took us to thc
Emigrants Hall, where we had to stay for a few days.
A relative had been working in Ontario; heard we
were in Winnipeg, so he came and met us. Now we had

The family lived there 'til1927, then they moved to
Star City, SK where they farmed for two years. Then
they moved back to Briksdale. Upon our arrival Ollie
bought Emil Brickson's homestead (NE 5-22-5W) where
he lived and farmed and done some carpenter work'til

he passed away October 9, 1994. He married Singne
Gora¡rson. They had two boys. Ryan lives in Fairview,
AB and Dwaine in Eriksdale.
Sofia married Henning Tegelberg. They also farmed
in Briksdale. They had four children'
Karl married Katie Paulson (Larson). He was a car-

to pack our baggage, go and buy some things we needed,

and take our things from the CPR station to the CNR'
Now we had the last 60 miles left' We went on the train
to Oak Point. We arrived there in the afternoon. We decided to walk a ways before dark. We walked eight miles.
Then a man came along with a wagon and horses, so we
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Olson in L942. They lived in Winnipeg until 1968 when
they retired and moved to Gibson, BC. They enjoyed

penter, also, and worked wherever there was work. They

had a girl who died in infancy.

about ten years of retirement there before health problems hit them. Helge suffered a heart attack and later
Martha had a stroke, but Helge recovered sufficiently to
move Martha and himself back to Manitoba. Helge died
in a car accident in 1988 and Martha passed away in the

Axel married Mary Miller (Desjarlais). He worked in
Winnipeg. They had one boy, Lome, and one girl, Lorna.

Olafson Family
Olof Olafson (Olsson) (1870-1956) and his wife, Sara
Goranson (1871-1965) were married inJamtland, Swe-

Eriksdale Personal Care Home in 1991.
Sara and Olof's second child, Olof, was born in Swe-

den. Olof came to Canada about 1904. He worked building the railway in the summer and in the bush in the

den. He married Victoria Hoffman in 1932. Together they

farmed in the South Head district until retirement when
they moved to Eriksdale. They had two children, Gerald
and Janice. Gerald passed away during the polio epidemic of 1953. Janice and family reside in Birtle, MB

winter.

In

1906 he suffered an attack of typhoid fever and

came out to Eriksdale to recuperate. His brother-in-law,

Jonas Goranson, had also been ill with typhoid. Taking
advantage of the hospitality of theJons Nord family, together they built a shack out ofvery green, black poplar
trees. In their weakened condition, it took both of them
to lift a log into place. When they finally got their heater
in and warmed the place up, leaves started sprouting on

and Olof is now livingwith them as Victoriapassed away

in

Eric, the youngest, stayed at home and farmed with
his parents. He is now living in the Friendly Villa in Eriks-

dale.

logs left untrimmed.

Jonas & Gunhild Goranson

The following fall they started building two houses as
Olof was preparing for his family's arrival andJonas was
expecting his parents.

Our father,Jonas Goranson (1873-1957) and our mother,
GunhildJuljana (nee Olson, 1896-1971) were both born
in Sweden. They were destined to meet in Canada, spe-

Olof's family arrived inJuly 1909, travelling by train
far as Oak Point. Olof hiredJim Collins to bring his
family the rest of the way to their homestead. Olof had
$¡S in his pocket. Sara brought a tin of little blue potatoes which she planted. These potatoes produced crops

cifically, in the Mulvihill area.
Dad came from Hotagen,Jamtland where his family

as

had farmed for generations. In the earþ 1900s he and
some friends and relatives spearheaded a family movement to Canada. In the ensuing years they were followed
by his parents and all but one of ten siblings.
Upon arrival in Canada in 1904, Dad was employed

for many years.
There was a huge forest fire in the fall of 1909. Some
pioneers reported their potatoes were baked in the
ground where they were growing. When he saw the fìre

in the building of the railway grade in Ontario. After he
came to Manitoba, he worked on the CNR line as it was
extending north of Oak Point. He also spent consider-

coming, Olof went to the well to get two buckets of water. To get the water he had to climb down the well. He
looked up to see the wooden cribbing on fire. He managed to put

1993.

able time working at the site of the power dam at
Kakabeka Falls, ON. Here he was offered permanent
employment, but he said he turned it down because the
Italian cook there served macaroni every day. Forever

it out.

Olof obtained two oxen, one good one and one that
was a real shirker. To cure this, he tied a stone around
the neck of the lazy ox and kept him away from water.
When he had thirsted enough, the ox finally gotup and
walked to the water, finally willing to haul the stone. This
resulted in a good team.
Olof and Sara had three children. Martha, the oldest,
was an accomplished knitter and also did other types of
handwork. Martha had rheumatic fever when she was
about 18 years old and spent six months in a Winnipeg

after that, macaroni remained his least favorite food.
After a severe bout of typhoid fever, he was advised

by a Winnipeg doctor to eat wild meat to regain his
strength. This gave Dad the incentive to seek out a homestead in the area west of Briksdale. TheJons Nord family, old friends from Sweden, had already moved here
so he spent some time

with them before establishing his

home on SE 30-22-6W.
Mom's family, her parents and their seven children
(Victoria, Algot, Hildur, Ruth, Gunhild, Alona and Frank)

hospital. But, soon after she came home, she picked and
canned 75 quarts of strawberries. Martha married Helge
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emigrated to Canada from Sundsval, Medelpad, Swe-

near her step-daughter,Janice and step-granddaughter,

den. Our grandfather, Anders Vlhelm Olson

Courtney. She worked in the wholesale a¡rd retail offices
of Ashdowns and Acklands in Winnipeg prior to her
marriage in 1969. Mildred frequently visited and kept in
close touch with the family back home at Eriksdale, as

(1859-

1942), came first, then the two oldest children. Together
they worked to prepare suitable accommodation for the

family. Our grandmother, Anna Charlotta Olson, nee
A.nderson, (1862-1927), and the lemaining five childlen
came

in

she still does.

Alvin and wife Faye, (nee Surgenor of Eriksdale)were
married in Eriksdale in 1960. They live in Lundar and
own Goranson Electric. Alvin operates the business and
Faye a former teacher, is a reporter on staff with Interlake Publishing Ltd. They have three children; Bradley
Alvin, Todd Owen andJulianaJeanne, and five grandchildren: Amanda and Thomas, Brittariy, Anthony and

1908.

Grandpa Olson also worked on railroad construction
and in bush camps in his quest for land of his own. After

some time in Winnipeg, the family settled east of
Mulvihill, where farming and Grandpa's trade as a blacksmith provided their livelihood.
Our parents, Gunhild and Jonas, were married in
Winnipeg in 1918. The two-storey log house on Dad's
property became their first home. Mother must have
impressed Dad with her domestic ability during her earlier stay there as the hired gr:rl No doubt her infallible

Rebecca.

On looking back, there is a feeling of admiration and
deep gratitude for the courageous and ingenious pioneers

who brought us from mud floors, coal oil lamps, washboards and sad irons to the marvelous conveniences

sense of humour, patience and gentle ways helped them
both as they raised and provided for their family (always
Dad's main motivation).
Their first daughter, Margaret (Anna Margaret lGistin,
1919), was born in this house. Later they moved to the
cottage across the road; Millie (Mildred Davina, 1924)
and Alvin (AlvinJonas, 1933) were added to the family.
Dad had a real love and feel for the land. He also had
determination and ambition. His independent nature
deterred him from applying for the Old Age Pension
until the age of 74, and then only at the insistence of Mr.

taken for granted in life today. Perhaps we can best show
our appreciation of their efforts by accepting our respon-

sibility to preserve this heritage for future generations.

Klarstrom Family
Anders Kla¡strom (1860-1943) came to the Nord district
in the early 1900s. He was married to Ingeborg Goranson
(1876-1950) in Sweden. They had four children: Brika,
Geron, Iris and Anton.
Erika married Albert Herlen, lived in Saskatchewan,
and raised two sons, Elof and Elmer.
Geron (Gus) worked in mines in Sudbury, ON and
Creighton, SK.
Iris married Axel Nylander and they had two sons,
Wilbur and Ralph. They, too, spent their life in Saskatch-

Chris Halldorson, the local member of the Manitoba
legislature. Besi'des farming, Dad raised silver foxes for
several years. The cement foundation of the pens can
still be found at the farm site today.
Mom and Dad possessed an extraordinary talent for
delegating chores. We were never bored or unemployed.
There was no phone or television for our leisure hours,
but in 1939 a battery-operated radio brought the rest of
the world into our home. It also inspired and encouraged Alvin's natural interest in electronics. There was
always a supply of books, newspapers and magazines.
Some of these were in the Swedish language which
helped us children to become reasonably bilingual.
Margaret and husband, Everet Sidwall, were married
in Nord School 50 years ago (19a4) and still live on their
farm in the same district. Theyhave three children; Karen
Gunhild, Harold Grant and Everet Craig, and now six
grandchildren : Karina, Richard, Shaun, Kyle, Katherine
and Mathew.
Mildred, widow of Garvie Rae, resides in Winnipeg

ewan,

Anton remained at home and farmed with his parents. He is resting in Nord Cemetery beside his mother
and father.

Halen Family
August Halen and Martha Goranson Halen farmed in
the Nord district for a number of years before moving to
Star City, SK. They had one adopted son, Clarence, who
now resides with his wife, Frances, in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. August and Martha are buried at Star City.

Knut & Elisabeth Goranson
Knut Goranson was born in 1880 inJamtland, Sweden.
When he grew up work was hard to fìnd. He had read in
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newspapers and had been told that there were better
times and work opportunities in Canada. So as a young
man he left Sweden and came to Canada in 1907.
He was a carpenter and worked on manyjobs, wherever work was available. He did logging in British Columbia and in Ontario. He worked on building railroads.
He also worked building grain elevators in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. He stayed in Canada working for ten
years. He then went back to Sweden, where he had left
his girlfriend. Her name was Elisabeth Anderson. He
told herwhat abeautiful country Canadawas, and asked
her to go back with him. She had a hard time to decide
whether she wanted to go. Finally she consented to go.
It was hard for her to leave her beloved homeland, her
parents, brothers and sisters. They were married onJanuary 12, 1917 in lkistiania, Norway. They arranged for
their trip to Canada. Dad would like to have settled in
southern Saskatchewan, but he had filed for a homestead
in the Oatfield district in Manitoba, where Mom chose
to go because Dad's parents, a brother and sister had
already settled.
Life was lonesome for Mom out there as she was alone
a lot of the time with Dad being away working. It was
hard for her to go to visit Dad's family as the only way
she could go anywhere was by foot. But, soon they started
family. They had two boys and two girls. Hilding was
bom October 28, 1918, Harold was born August 10, 1920,
Gladys was born April23, 1923, and Singne was born
August l,1925.

in Winnipeg and he worked as a carpenter until

there until he got a job at the Keewatin Community
College. He worked at the college for 15 years until he
retired. They then moved to Riverton. After some time
his health started failing. In 1992 he went to the care
home in Teulon, where he passed away December 30,
1994. Theyhave seven children; fourgirls and three boys.
Gladys stayed at home and worked on the farm until
1948 when she marriedJoe Richtik. They farmed at Eriksdale until 1953 when they moved to Climax, SK until
1974,tJnen retired in Shaunavon, SK. They had no family. Gladys passed awayJanuary 30, 1992.

Singne married Ollie Peterson. He was a carpenter so
he worked out wherever work was available. He tried to
farm, also. I also worked out for a few years. We had two
boys. Ryan, who is an instructor at Fairview College in
Alberta. He has two boys. Dwaine lives in Eriksdale and
he is self employed. He has one son. Ollie passed away
October 9, 1994.
Mom died in 1949. Dad, in 1956.

GRANDMONT
Ray & Ethel
Raymond G. W. Gra¡rdmont is the third eldest son of a
family of eight children. He was born to Rosalee (nee
Lange) and George Grandmont at St. Norbert, MB on
January 12,1923. His parents are deceased.
Ray went to school at St. Norbert for two years and
then the family moved to Meadows, MB and later to
Argyle, MB.
Ray joined the Army in 1942 and was in Princess
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. He had extensive
training on Vancouver Island and later in Alberta. Ray
went overseas inJanuary 1943. He saw action in France,
Belgium and Holland. He was wounded while somewhere near the border between Holland and Germany.
While wounded, Ray was found in a shell-hole and was
given food by two very caring Dutch girls. They helped
save his life. His nextmemorywas coming awake in2âfh
General Hospital in England.
Ray returned to Canada in March 1946. After his discharge, he worked on the family farm at Argyle. Having

Soon time came for school. When Hilding started he

couldn't speak or understand
quite

a

a

word of English. He had

time but his cousin, being older, helped him along.

It wasn't long before we learned this new language from
him. Hilding, Harold and Gladys started school atSouth
Head. Then Dad bought another farm in the Nord district, so that is where we went to school.
Hilding never got too far in school. He quit when he
was 14 and stayed home to help Mom on the farm, as
Dad was out working. Hilding stayed home until the war
and he was called for his army training. He came home
until 1953 when he went to Winnipeg, and got a job
working for the city. He then got ajob at Dominion Lumber until 1982 when he suffered a massive stroke. He
came to live atthe Eriksdale Personal Care Home, where

he passed away on

April

1957

when they moved to The Pas. He worked as a carpenter

1, 1995.

Harold joined the army in 1940. He was sent overseas in 1942 until the war was over. He came home in
1945. He married agirl from The Pas in 1946. They lived

mechanical training, he then went to work for his brother
at Leo's Sales and Service of Argyle, MB.

Ray bought his own farm out of Argyle and also did
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Cheryl Kaartinen, Tanya Seidler (holdíng
Christoper Kaartínen), Shaelín Seidler;
Moníque Seidler, Lloyd Kaartínen
Garry & Sherrie Grandmont, Walter & Jean
Seídler, Rick & Linda Kaartínen, Jamie
Grandmont; Ethel & Ray Grandmont (1995)

completed inside and having an impassable road in the

rainy weather and winter, we decided to move into
Atgyl".
Ray worked for his brother Leo and farmed his land,
also, in the evenings and weekends. We grew grain and

trucking of gravel, grain and wood in the off-season as
well as garage work.
Ethel L. G. Hubba¡d was born to Annie (nee Emms)
and Charles W. Hubbard on December 16, 1932, at

had great gardens.

On November 3, 1958 we were very happy to have
our baby son, Gary Raymond Charles, born in Stonewall, MB. That winter was a very hard one in Manitoba,
with up to seven feet of snow. Our baby and I were
snowed in at the hospital. What a holiday! We were glad

Stonewall, MB. My parents are deceased.

I was the third child of a family of eight children. I
went to school in Stonewall and then worked at va¡ious
jobs until the age of 15. I then went home to my parents'
farm at Harperville, MB and then got a job at Argyle.
One day, while I was working in the store, a friend,
Ann, came in to see me. To make a long story short,
Ann's brother had a date for that evening, and as his
friend Ray didn't have a date, Ann informed me that I
was the blincl date! Needless to say, Ray and I started
dating and on December 16, 1950, we were married in

to get home to Ray and sisterJean.

When Gary was six months old andJean was five, we
moved to Briksdale, where Ray went into the garage
business in 1959. We were all busy and happy andJean
started school.

In

1973 Ray started

driving school bus for Lakeshore

School Division.
On April 7, 1963, we were blessed with our second

Stonewall, MB.

daughter, Linda Rose, born in Briksdale.
ln the f'all of 19ö4, Ray and I and our family moved
to our acreage 8-22-5W, one mile north of Eriksdale.
We cleared bush and rocks, hauled in soil and made a
garden, which we plant and tend every year along with
our flower beds.
On August 7,1970,we were expecting another bhssed

We lived on the farm and onJune 8, 1953, we were
blessed with our first child,Jean Ann, born in Stonewall,

MB. In December of 1956, we lost our home to fire.
Jean and I were home alone at the time, but we got out
safely. We were lucky!

After staying with Ray's family for a few months, we
built another home and lived there for a while. It wasn't
386

euent That's when our sonJamie Raymond was born.
We are very happy to have four healthy children to love
and care for.

cember, 1992. Ray is enjoying his retirement. He has
time now to watch TV and we still have a large garden
and our flower beds.

Our children all went to school in Eriksdale andJamie
completed his last three years at Ashern Central School.
Jean worked at Briksdale Hospital, did some home
care, and attended school to grade 12. She met Walter
Seidler from Camper, MB and they were married on

GUDMUNDSON
Leonard & Ellyne

June 26, 1976. They farmed at Camper, raising beef cattle and growing grain. They sold their farm in 1988 and
moved to Arborg, MB where Walter had bought some
acreage for grain land. They lived in town for four years
and then moved into their new home in 1992. Their three
children attend school in Arborg. Tanya was born September 17, 1980. Shaelin was bornJuly 26, 1983, and
Monique was bornJune 27,1986. They like living on
the farm and each have their own cat and rabbits.

LeonardJacob, the son of Ingi and Ester Gudmundson,
was born September 23,1924, in Winnipeg, MB. The
Gudmundson family lived in Hayland, where Lenny received his schooling. In 1939 the Gudmundsons moved
to Eriksdale. Lenny fïshed summers on Lake Winnipeg
and i,vinters on Lake Manitoba.

In

1943 Lenny enlisted in the Army. After training at

Camp Shilo, he served overseas in Holland and Belgium.
He was discharged in the spring of 1946 and worked at
miningjobs in On, BC and the Yukon.

Gary Grandmont worked in Winnipeg at H and S
School Bus Garage as a mechanic, then at garages in
Eriksdale. He later returned to Winnipeg, worked at
Palliser's Furniture and then met his future wife. Gary
and Sherrie (Hamm) were married in Winnipeg onJuly

On September 20,

1952, Lenny married

Blþe

Deloris Lundquist, daughter of Axel and Albina
Lundquist, atJalrnar Erikson Sr.'s home in Ashern. Elþe
was born October 4, 1933 in Winnipeg and attended
schools in British Columbia, Ashern and Eriksdale.
Bllyne worked as an egg grader in the Egg Grading Station, which is now the Co-op Hardware Store, until her
marriage when she stayed home to raise their family.

18, 1992. He and Sherrie were managers and caretakers

for a large apartment complex, and Sherrie was a homecare worker. They are both living and working in Winnipeg.

After Linda Grandmont graduated from school, she
worked at the Lucky Dollar store. She later met Richard
Kaartinen and they were married in Eriksdale onJune
16, 1984. They live on a mixed farm, having grain, hay
land and also beef cattle. Rick is a fisherman on Lake
Manitoba in the winter. Linda raises chickens, sells eggs
arid also raises turkeys which they sell in the fall. They
also have nice gardens. Rick and Linda have three children. Cheryl was bornJune l, 1988, and is in grade two
at school. Lloyd was born on March 6, 1990, and is going to kindergarten this year (1995). Christopher was born
on October 3, 1994. We thank our children for our lovely

After their marriage, Lenny and Bllyne lived in
Gypsumville, where Lenny worked in the hotel. From
there, they moved to Grand Rapids, Ashern, then Briks-

dale to Mrs. Allen's place, where their daughter Cindy
lives today. Lenny worked on road construction until
his retirement in 1985. He and Bllyne now reside west
of Eriksdale.

Lenny and Ellyne have three children:
Candace Elizabeth, born October 2, 1953, married
Bruce McKinnon and has three children; Heather, born
November 20, 1968; Brent, born March l, Lg73;Alicia,
born November 20, 1975. Heather married Horace
Hogue. She has three children; Kaitlyn, born August 19,
1988; Orrin, born October 23, 1992;Jarrett, born Sep-

grandchildren.
. Jamie (James Raymond) Grandmont was born on
August 7, 1970. He attended school at Eriksdale, then in
1985 he went to Ashern for the last three years of school,
took mechanics and did very well. He graduated onJune

tember 3, 1995 and a step-daughter, Tiffany.
Cynthia Marie, bornJune 15, 1956 and Kerry Kollman
have three children; Micheal, born April 18, 1981; Kevin,
born October 12, 1983; and Tyler, born September 18,

18, 1988 and has worked in garages in Teulon, Eriksdale
and Ashern. He also worked part of the time as a carpenter's helper.
Ray quit the garage business in 1990. He retired after
20 years and four months as a school bus driver in De-

1989.

Darcy Ann, born August 8, 1962, ma¡ried Michael
Lamb. She has two children; Randy, bornJune 15, 1985;
Brandy, bornJune 28, 1989.
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GUDMUNDSON/
ANDERSON

My sister, Linda, worked at the hospital and in cafes
in Eriksdale and Ashern. She also worked for Mr. Willetts

in the old Red and White Store. Linda went to a bush
camp with our Auntie Eva to help her cook and that is
where she met her husband. Linda married Ernie Plater,
who was an accountant for Great Lakes Paper Mills and
lives in Thunder Bay, ON. Ernie passed away L2 years
ago. They had six children. They had a little girl that
passed away at only ten months. The rest of their children: Monty, Chris, Kelly, Dana and Bev. All still live in
Thunder Bay.
Bev has a son,Jamie, who lives in BC.
Monty and his wife Lynn have no children.
Dana is married to CyrilJohnson and has two girls.
Kelly is married to Ron Hell and has a girl and a boy.
Chris plays in a band and travels a lot, but when he is
home he lives with his mother.

lngi & Esther Gudmundson
I

was born in Winnipeg, December 1931. My mother
was Esther (Larson) Gudmundson, and my father Ingi
Gudmundson. Our family moved from Hayland to Eriks-

in 1940.
My mother was born in Sweden and came from a
family of nine. At age ten she and her parents, Oli and
dale

Elizabeth Larson, along with the rest of the family came
from Sweden and settled in Wheaton, Minnesota. Shortly
thereafter they moved to Starbuck, MB and Hayland,
MB which became their home. Mom worked at the Eriksdale Hotel for many yeaxs as a cook for Louie and Minnie
Richardson, then for Chyzzy. Mom also ran a small cafe
on her own in part of what is now the Co-op Hardware
Store. The last few years of Mom's life she baby-sit. In

from cancer.
My father was born in Iceland and also came from a
family of nine. At age six months he and his parents,
along with the rest of the family, came from Iceland and
settled in Mozart, SK. He worked on elevators in Saskatchewan with Olie and Erik Hammer. He also fished
on Lake Manitoba and Lake Winnipeg for many years
and worked for Hydro. I believe my father came to work
in Hayland. That is how he met my mother. Dad had a
pool room out at Vogar. In 197.5 he had a stroke and
1979 she passed away

Reg

& Lorna Anderson

I, Lorna, worked for Mr. Sharpe in his store for a while,
also for Mom in the cafe and for Nellie Mills, when she
had the cafe. When I was seventeen I started in the post
office part-time for Mr. Marriner when the post office
was in Hallson's old storc, whcrc thc Co op is now. Mr.
Marriner was a very nice person to work for, very understanding. Mr. Marriner retired andJim Willetts became postmaster. I was also working part-time as a telephone operator for Mrs. Jeffers; I just loved her. She
was just like a grandmother to me and treated me like a
daughter. I will never forget her. When the dial system
came in I just worked at the post office. The post office
was moved to where the Autopac Office is now, and
then to where it is now. I worked forJim Willetts 33
years and he was, and always will be, avety special person to me. If I ever had a problem,Jim would always
listen and always have something to say thatwould make
me feel better and was always there for me to talk to.
When Jim retired Ade Marcotte was postmistress and
was here for about fìve years. Ade was really good to
work for, She was really happy all the time, and really a
good friend. Ade moved to Ashern and Ed Nickel became postmaster. He was here for three years. Ed and I
only worked for two years as I was off for ayear, when I
had my cancer operation. I was a very lucky person to
have had such wonderful bosses,
Then I became postmistress for three years until I re-

retired. Dad died of a heart attack at home in 1977.
My parents had six children. The first boy was stillborn and Dennis, my youngest brother, passed away with
a brain hemorrhage when he was 15, in 1948.
Leonard married Blþe Lundquist and has three girls;
Candace, Cindy and Darcy. (See Leonard Gudmundson).
Doreen, my eldest sister, worked at the creamery and
also in the post office. She now lives in Kamloops, BC.
Doreen married Harold Annett. Harold passed away in
1984 from cancer. They had three boys; Leonard, Kenny
and Ronnie.
Ronnie lives in Q¡resnel.
Lenny died in a car accident when he was 19.
Kenny and his wife Theresa live in Quesnel, BC and
had three children; Tommy, Yvette and Leon. Tommy
lives in Qpesnel. Yvette also lives in Quesnel, with her
son Harley. Leon, the youngest, died in a car accident
when he was 17.
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tired as it was hard work being postmistress. The people
in Eriksdale were great, but the work was too stressful. I
had avery good assistant, Margaret Granberg. I also had
a dress shop for nearly ten years.
In 1950 I met Reg Anderson. Reg moved from Lundar to Eriksdale and lived with his grandmother, grandfather and Uncle Ali. They bought Bd Adams farm just
south of the cemetery. Reg's grandmother passed away
after a few years and his grandfather moved to Betel
Home in Gimli. Reg lived with Ali on the farm. Ali passed
away in 1977 from cancer. In 1951 Reg worked for Lawrence Whitney in the old Red and White Store and
worked there until 1973. From there Reg worked at the
Co-op and became manager a few years later until he
retired in 1994.

Reg and I were married in 195,5 in the Eriksdale
United Church by *y uncle, ReverendJ. Frederickson.
We moved in with my mother and father and have lived
in the family home ever since. After nine years of marriage we had a baby girl. Tämmy lived from December
1963 to February 1964. The following year, February
1965 we were blessed with a baby boy named Dean.
Dean still lives in Eriksdale and works at Smith's Lumber. We have two beautiful grandchildren, Mandy, age
nine, and Devin, age five. We are also blessed with two

O.P. Johnson, Adolf; Anna, Martha, Mona, Greta
Jonas and AnnaPersson. Itwas the custom in Sweden to

take a different surname. He chose his grandfather's,
which was Jonsson. After moving to Canada it was
changed toJohnson. My father was first married to Vivian
Svartson whom I believe was from the Nord School district. They were later divorced. Garda Elgstrand became
his partner in 1916. They had four girls and one boy.
Dad was well known for his accordion playing and he
provided dance music at many of the school houses in
the area. He served as secretary for the Swedish Vasa
Lodge and also for the Good Templers Lodge. He also
served as secretary for Nyland School district. He passed
away July 7, 1961. He is buried in a plot in Nord Cemetery along with his grandmother, Mrs. PerJonsson, his
father,Jonas Persson, and his Uncle,John Ocklin.

beautiful foster girls Annette andJeanette. The twins are
twelve years old and have been with us for three years.
Reg and I are retired, living with our family. We have
wonderful friends and family and enjoy our garden, flowers and yard work.
God Bless: Reg and Lorna Anderson

Our family consisted of five children:
AdolfJonas, born in Winnipeg December 8, 1917.
Anna Margarita, born at Nyland September 24, 1919.
MarthaJudith, born at Nyland May 7,I92L.
Greta Henrietta, born at Nyland M.ay 7,1923.
Mona Elizabeth, born in Elizabeth M. Crowe Hospital in Eriksdale May 15,1926. She was the second baby
born in that hospital and was the first baby girl.

GUMBRILL
Anna
My mother Garda Victoria, was born in Halsingborg,
Skane, Sweden on August 23, 1885 to Adolf and Maria
(Hansen) Elgstrand. I believe she came to Canada in
1900 or a. year or two later. Her parents and brothers
and sisters also came to Canada. As a young girl she
lived at Manson, MB and Winnipeg. She passed away
in April, 1972 at the age of 87 years. She is buried in
Elmwood Cemetery, Winnipeg, along with her mother

My parents homesteaded in Nyland School district.
Dad took the homestead in 1910. The location was NW
L9-22-5W. This land has been in our family since that
time. I bought the land when my father gave it up. It has
now been passed down to my son, Boyd, and wife,

and two sisters. Her father was also buried in Elmwood
Cemetery in 1920.
My father Olaf PetterJonsson, was born in Folinge,
Jamtland, Sweden, February 27,1887. His parents were

Doreen.
My grandfather had several brothers and one sister.
Grandpa homesteaded near Nyland School on NE 24389

ried Victor Twersky from Camper where they lived on
the farm for many years. They raised a famiþ of five
boys. Greta and Victor are divorced and she resides in
the Pioneer Manor in Ashern.
Sister Mona also attended school at Nyland. She later
worked for the T. Baton Co. for many years. She married Robert Keith Watson who was in the armed services. They had a family of one girl and one boy. Robert
passed away several years ago. She now resides in Winnipeg.

I also attended Nyland School for seven years. At the
age of 13 I moved out to MacGregor, MB to live with
my Aunt Martha and Uncle Aylmer. I attended
Orangeville School for two years. In 1938 I married
Francis Philpott. We had two children Edwin Alexander
and Adele Victoria. Francis was killed in a truck accident at Prince Albert, SK.
I married Harold Frederick Gumbrill on March 22,

Mona, Mr & Mrs O.P. Johnson, Greta

22-6W which is now owned by Neil and Anna

1952. We lived on the farm SW 7-22-5W for many years.

Brandstrom.

We have two boys Harold Ross born October 13, 1953
and Boyd Lambert born December 24,1955.

His brother Eric Landin, homesteaded on NW
22-6W This land is now owned by Fairlie and Cindy

25-

My son Edwin Philpott lives in Vancouver, BC with
wife, Jean. He has been stricken with Parkinson's disease so he does not enjoy good health. He had no fam-

Kinkead.

His brotherJohn Ocklin, homesteaded on SE 30-225W. This land is now owned by Hans and Carolyn
Muenchow. Nyland School was located on that quarter

ily.

My daughter Adele,lives in Winnipeg. She was mar-

ried to Laurence Mamona. They had two children;
Deborah Anne (deceased) and Ronald Laurence. She
has worked for many yeils fot Zipper Courier Company.
She now has a little granddaughter Lindsay Deborah

section.

His sister Brita Nilson, and husband, Nils Nilson,
homesteaded on NB 30-22-5W.
Another brother Nils Persson, stayed in Sweden and

Katherine, born August 17, 1994.

had quite a large family.
There was also brother Mr. Berglund (first name not
remembered). He lived in the USA and I don't know
anything about him.
My brother Adolf (fohnnie)Johnson, was a carpenter
and moved around quite a lot. He and wift, Louise, at
one time owned a logging camp in Burns Lake, BC' He
served in the Royal Canadian Army Service Corps in
the United Kingdom and on the European Continent
during WWII. He passed away at Chilliwack, BC on February 5, 1995 at the age of 77. His remains are buried in

My son Harold Ross, is married to Sandra Cook and
they have two girls; Sheena Dawn andJanine Patricia.
They now live on and own the farm SW 7-22-5W. Ross
and Sandra have built a new house on the farm. Sandra
works in the Personal Care Home in Eriksdale.
My son Boyd Lambert, is married to Doreen Havard
and they live on a sub-division of SW 7-22-5W. They
built a new house on that property. Boyd works away
from home a good deal of the time. He is employed by
Sigfusson Construction Co., Lundar as an operator and
foreman. His wife, Doreen, also works for Sigfusson
Construction in the office at Lundar.
Ross and his brother Boyd own a comPany by the
name of Gumbrill Enterprises. They operate under R &

Nord cemetery.
My sister Martha, attended school at Nyland. She then
moved to MacGregor and worked on a farm. She married Chester Garnet Cairns and they raised a family of
two girls and two boys. They now reside in Portage la

B Auto. They repair all sorts of vehicles and machinery.

I

Prairie.

My sister Greta, attended school

at

am retired and

present time.

Nyland. She mar390
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reside in Lindell Manor at the

GUMBRILL
Fred & Evelyn
Four Generations
My father, FrederickJohn Gumbrill, was born in Brighton
England,June 16, 1876 and died March 26, 1955. He
learned the carpenter trade as a young man in Tìrnbridge
Wells, England.

In 1902 he decided to come to Canada, arriving in
Winnipeg with several of the Barlow brothers, who were
carpenter tradesmen, too. They all worked in Winnipeg
for awhile and eventually heard about the good fishing
and the availability of land along the east shore of Lake
Manitoba. Some of them decided to settle where Francis
Lundy's and George Lundy's families lived and the settlement was called Lundyville. A few other families were
in the area. About 1900 Lundyville was changed to Lily
Buy.
Dad took his first homestead in 1904, a distance from
the lake, settling on S 34-21-6W. While living there, he

would travel to Winnipeg and other places to pursue his
trade, where work was available.
Later in 1908, the Homestead Act opened up the sale
of odd section numbers and Dad left his first homestead
to choose a second one, better to his liking. InJuly 1909,
he took SW 7-22-5 \M, now known as Eriksdale district.

\r^f-ì
Frederíck & Evelyn Gumbrill (1917)

7

l2

é

Dad hauled lumber with oxen from Oak Point for
Hartfield School. Itwas builtin the year and Miss Emma

t:e

Sigurdson was the first teacher.

Dad worked with Fred Almond, building the first
school in the village of Eriksdale.

The first 19 acres broken on the farm was done with
oxen and sown to wheat. More land was broken with
Harry Morley's Rumely tractor. About 1917 horses were

Gumbrill's log house (19O9)

bought and used to break a few more acres. Grain farming later became mixed farming. To supplement the farm
income Dad kept bees and sold honey. He tried to keep
the bees over the winter, but that was not very successful. Dad purchased his bees each spring from the T. Eaton
Co. Eaton's imported the bees from Alabama, USA. Mr.
George Hava¡d and Dad bought and shared a honey

He first built a shanty of slab lumber and then in 1909
proceeded to build a house of poplar logs. The roof of

the house was spruce lumber that he hauled from
Hodgins saw mill near Long Lake. Some of the lumber
came in by rail on one of the first trains.
In the spring of 1910 Bob Cowdery, Bert Arnold and

extractor.
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born December 24, 1955, married Doreen daughter of
May andJim Havard. They have one son' Aaron Boyd,

born 1996.
The boys and their families live in their new homes
on our parents secondhomestead. Ross and Sandra's children are the fourth generation to live there. In 1985 Ross
and Boyd built a repair shop known as Gumbrill Enterprises Ltd. (R & B Auto Service).

I attended Normal Schoolin Winnipeg 1936-1937. My
teaching career began at South Head School, August,
1937. I spent a total of nine years in rural school, the last
three being at Hartfield School, where I had taken my
early education. While teaching at Hartfield, I was able
to live at home with my parents. I have some fond memories of those l.eaching days and always enjoyhearingfrom

and meeting former pupils.

Harold William Kittle and I were married in Home
Street United Church in Winnipeg, October 11, 1946, a
year after Harold returned from serving in the Royal
Canadian Engineers in Sicily,Itaþ and NW Europe. He
joined the army in 1942 and was discharged in 1945.
We settled in Winnipeg. Harold worked as a carpenter and I worked for Eaton's for several years. In 1950 I
relurned to teaching. I worked for Winnipeg School Division #1 for 31 years and after a total of forty years, I

Frederick Gumbrill wíth hís bees
My parents were married March 17,lgl7. My mother
was Evelyn Edith Lundy, born November 3, 1883, in
Reaburn, MB, and died February 15, 1949' The wedding took place at the home of her brother William
Lundy, Lily Bay.
Previous to her marriage, Mother taught school on a
permit for the summer term 1903, at Markland School
east of Clarkleigh. She also taught at Scotch Bay school.

retired inJune 1981.

On November l, 1972, Ha¡old passed away. He was
buried in the Military Section of Brookside Cemetery in

Later she went to business college in Winnipeg and
worked for the wholesale firm of Wood Valance Co.
Mother was active in the community, the school and
the Women's Institute. Dad was a community worker,
too. He served as a school trustee for many years.

Winnipeg.

Atthe presenttime (1995),I remain in my own home
and enjoy reading, traveling, gardening and especially
my flowers.

There were three children in our family:

Edith Mary, bornJanuary
Harold Frederick, born Ma¡ch 10, 1919
Percy Francis, bornJuly 9, 1920, diedJanuary, L92l'
When Harold was not at home doing farm work, he
12, 1918

fished for a few winters on Lake Manitoba and for a time
worked at Uchi Lake gold mines.
ln 1942, he joined the army and served in the Royal

Canadian engineers in the UK and NW Europe until
being discharged in February 1946. He then returned to

farming, from 1964 to 1984. Harold worked in Winnipeg for the Plant Science l)ept. of the University of Mani
toba. On March22,I9í2Ha¡old and AnnaJohnson were
married. They have two sons. Ross, born October 12,
1953, married Sandra, daughter of Pat andJack Cook.
They have two children, Sheena, born May 11, 1985 and

Janine, born December 3, 1987. Boyd their second son,
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In

1930 after turning Eriksdale Motors over toJohn

Knox and BarneyJohnson, they moved to Winnipeg
where Chris worked for the Confederation Life Insurance Company - coming back to Eriksdale in 1934 to
take over the operation of the garage once again. Over
the years he had the help of many excellent mechanics,
two of whom beingJohnny Mills and BudJeffers. Chris
continued to sell all types of insurance, had a Ford dealership, and in 1941 became part owner of Briksdale
Creamery after his brother-in-law, Russell Casselman
died. (His partner was Dan McFadyen). Chris also built
and operated the first much-needed power plant to supply electricity to the town of Eriksdale. (It didn't always

work perfectly but it sure beat coal oil lamps!) Another
interest of Chris's - shared by his good friend Bill
Goodridge - was the horse racing at Polo Park in Winni
peg. They spent many a summer's evening studying the

next day's racing sheet. Chris was also the fìrst owner of
Interlake Bus Lines.
ln 1944 Chris ran for election to the Manitoba Legislahrre as a Liberal-Progressive candidate. He won his seat
and served the Constituency of St. George until his death

in 1956. Two of his many projects were the construction
of Highway #6 and the inauguration of the Ebb and Flow
Ferry to cross the narrows of Lake Manitoba. This ferry
was officially opened by Lauga Halldorson in August of
1957.

Lauga belonged to the Hospital Guild and was active
in other town projects. She was known to have the coffee pot and delicious baking always at hand whenever
anyone dropped in - and there were many who did!
When Chris died in 1956, Lauga moved from Eriksdale
to Calgary where Doris lived. During her time in Calgary she, entered four items of knitting in the Calgary
Stampede and won three first prizes and one second.

Chris & Lauga, Roy, Doris Halldorson

HALLDORSON FAMILY
Chris and Lauga Halldorson, along with their two children Roy and Doris, first lived in Eriksdale from 1928 to
1930, where he owned and operated Eriksdale Motors.
Christian was born in Lundar in 1891, attended school
there followed by Agricultural College. He served in
WWI and upon being discharged in 1919 went into the
store business with his brotherJoe, in Lundar.

She could not be persuaded to enter again, saying "No,

once was enough - I just wanted to see how my work
stacked up against all these experts out here."
Laugareturned to Manitoba in 1970,locating in Lunda¡ where her relatives lived; moving once again in 1986

Lauga Eyolfson was born in Akra, North Dakota in
in 1909 where her parents ran
a hotel and boarding house. She attended school there
and went to Winnipeg as a teenager to study piano, also
1898, moving to Lundar

to Penticton, BC. During her stay in Lundar she made
several winter trips to California. Lauga passed away in
Penticton in 1989 and was buried in the family plot in

working at the T. Eaton Co.
After their marriage in 1920, Chris and Lauga lived
for a time in Steep Rock where they enjoyed playing for
dances - Chris on the violin and saxophone and Lauga
on the piano. From there they went to Winnipeg where
Roy was born, then back to Lundar in 1926.

Lundar.
Roy and Doris took their schooling in Briksdale, with
many fine teachers, including Ingiborg Hallson, Emma
Sigurdson and Mary Vickers to name a few. Roy spent a
lot of time at Eriksdale Motors helping his dad, where
393

he managed to drive (from the age of eleven) every available vehicle. He played hockey with the Eriksdale Midget

Maple Leafs in the late 30's. My, but those games were
exciting against Lundar and Ashern, played outside in
the cold!
Roy joined the

Air Force

as soon a8 possible after his

18th birthday in 1943 and served overseas. After the war
he worked at Eriksdale Motors and Interlake Bus Lines.

He marriedJoan Hamilton of Warren in 1950. They had
üwo daughters;Janice (now in Saskatoon) and Susan (now
in Edmonton). Roy andJoan lived in Winnipeg where
Roy continued to work for Interlake Bus Lines. In 1955
Roy rejoined the RCAF and they were stationed in Hamilton for a few years. Roy andJoan were later divorced
and he worked in Alberta and the north for some years later living in Legal, AB. Roy died in Edmonton in 1987

Gytha, Hallur, Kristiana, lngibjorg;
Gudrun & Olafur Hallson (about l9'15)

and is buried in Lunda¡ Cemetery.

Doris might be remembered by her schoolmates as
the one thumping away on the piano down below while
they stood gloriously in their stardom on the stage singing the many Christmas Cantatas which were produced
and directed in those days by Mrs. Muller, usually with
ViolaJohnson and Bernie Muller in the starring roles.
Also, at the age of about eleven or so, Doris played the

HALLSON FAMILY
Olafur & Gundrun Hallson
Oli Hallson, born in 1885 in Iceland, came to the Interlake district with his parents in 1902, settling at The Narrows on Lake Manitoba. He worked with Helgi Einarson
who had a store. Following a four year visit back to Iceland, Oli returned to Canada with his wife, Gundrun,
their son, Hallur, and their daughter,Ingibjorg. They sail
from Iceland onJuly 20, 1910, arriving in Montreal on

organ at the United Church Sunday School (having grown

about six inches during the year and being the only kid
who could reach the foot pedals) sometimes being accompanied by Mr, George Hughes on the violin. During
the war years after Hjalmar Nelson joined the Army, Chris
and Doris, along with Arnold and Philip Nelson, played
occasionally for dances in Eriksdale - and even once at

August 10, 1910.

Oli had his first store built at Fourth Siding, and it
opened on December 17, 1910. It was located on Rail-

the Siglunes Picnic.
Doris took a stenographic course at the Angus School
of Commerce in Winnipeg (the choices for girls in those
days being, steno, nurse or school teacher) and worked
for Trans-Canada Air Lines (now Air Canada) in Winnipeg and Toronto, then with the Canadian Pacific Railway in Winnipeg and Hudson's Bay Oil and Gas in Calgary. She married David Greig in Calgary in 1963, lived
in Calgaryuntil 1970; Kingston, ON from 1970-1975; then
at Shuswap Lake, BC and Palm Springs, California (six
months each) from 1976 to 1986. Her husband, Dave,
passed away

in

road Avenue in the south end of town. Gundrun spent
the winter at Oak Point where daughter, Kristiana, was
born.
The lumber for the house arrived on the fìrst train into
Eriksdale, and the house was completed in May 1911.
The hor¡se was situated behind the second store which
was later known as the O. Hallson General Store. This
second building was originally operated as an implement

Oli sold the first store when the Lake Manitoba
Tiading Store opened in 1911. 1911 was not an easy year
for the Hallsons lost twin sons at birth that year. Their
daughter, Gytha, was born in 1913 at the homestead, east
and north of town, where they lived during the summer
bnsiness.

1994 and Doris stayed on in Penticton,

where you can find her still thumping away at the piano
and keyboard every Sunday at the Lutheran Church.

months.

After operating the implement business for awhile, Oli
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rented the building to S.D.B. Stephanson who opened a
general store and hired Oli. When the Stephansons retired and moved to the coast, Oli purchased the stock
and continued to operate the store for manyyears. Many
of the fixtures from that store are housed in the Eriksdale
Museum.
At an Interlake Area Chamber of Commerce Regional
Conference, hosted by Briksdale in 1956, Oli recalled,
"My mind goes back to the first little Board of Tlade we
had in Eriksdale in 1912..... We raised $250 and made
the first grade road that was ever built in this municipality..... We, also, had a well drilled up in the corner, by the

hotel."

in 1912: "What a
group we were. Greetings were exchanged in
25 different languages that day, for people were here from
every country in Europe, and the United States."
Oli

also recalled the first picnic held

poþlot

Gytha, lngibjorg; Hallur & Krístíana
spent their latter years at the Betel Home in Selkirk, but

both now rest in the Briksdale Cemetery.
Their children:
Hallur, born in Iceland in 1908, a¡rived at Eriksdale
when he was two years old. He finished high school in
Eriksdale, attended Queens University in Kingston, ON,
graduating with an Associate Banker's degree. He married Anna Belle Burton of The Pas in 1934. They moved
to Eriksdale'in 1946. Hallur took over the Hallson General Store when his father retired in 1953. Anna and Hal,
both deceased, spent their retirement years in Calgary.
They had three children: Phyllis (Ernie Boushy) lives in
Calgary; Linda (Bob Ames) lives in Winnipeg; Patricia
SOth Anniversary

of Gudrun & Olafur Hallson

(Don Thompson) lives at The Pas.
Ingibjorg, born in Iceland, grew up in Eriksdale. She
completed grade l1 at Eriksdale, took grade 12 at Kelvin
High School in Winnipeg, taught as a permit teacher at
Deerhill for one year, wÍrs accepted at the Manitoba Normal School and ea¡ned her teacher's certficate. She taught
in Manitoba for nine years before taking specializedtruning for teaching the deaf, and beginning a career of 34
years at the Manitoba School for the Deaf and seven years
in Montreal at the McKay Institute. She married Harry
McGlynn in 1946. They lived in Winnipeg. Her husband
died in 1972. Ingibjorg died in 1987 and is buried at Eriks-

lngibjorg, Olafur, Hallur, Gytha, Krístíana; Gudrun

Oli took an active part in community development.
He was a founding member of the Eriksdale Board of
Tiade, served on the school board and worked to obtain
a high school in Eriksdale. The Hallsons were Lutheran,
but affiliated with the Presbyterian Church in Eriksdale.
Oli served on the Board, sung in the choir, was Sunday
School superintendent, lay preacher a¡rd held Bible classes

for the young adults in town.
Gundrun devoted years of service to the community,
and is remembered for her generous hospitality and

dale.

Kristiana, born at Oak Point. She completed high
school in Eriksdale, took grade 12 at Daniel Mclntyre in
Winnipeg, attended Normal School to obtain her teacher's certificate, then taught at Grahamdale and Arborg

kindly nature. For 35 years, she was secreta¡y of the Ladies Guild, a member of UCW she sewed and baked to
help support the work of the church.
Oli and Gundrun lived in Eriksdale for 57 years. They
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just donated tables and chairs. The next year our teacher
was Mr. King. Others followed and were held in high

before marrying Ingolfur Bergsteinsson in Oakland, CaIi-

fornia. They had four children: Thora, Linda, Paul and
Bryan, eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren,
all live in the USA. Kris, who is now widowed, lives in
Tustin, California.
Gytha, born in Eriksdale, graduated from high school,
attended theJ.B. Bjarnason Academy in Winnipeg for
grade 12, became a teacher and taught tr,vo years at Nord,

esteem.

The highlight of the summers were the Thursday and
Sunday afternoon trips to the lake for swimming and a
picnic.
Mrs. AJ. Smith introduced us in the Glad Girls Club
to the joys of camping out at Scotch Bay. We had fun,
learned to swim and dive after a fashion and to cook
over a campfire.Another summer activity was going to
Field Days at neighboring towns. These were followed
by dances. Then the Lindells would have barn dances
and they were special.
I'm sure today's children wonder what we did without TV or even a radio. The skating rink played a great
part and helped me get through high school because I
was not permitted to go skating until after I had my homework done. The first Mrs. Knox, a very graceful skater,
taught me how to skate.
The first wiener roast I'd ever been to was at Long
Lake and organized by Miss Bolton, my fifth grade
teacher. Then there were snowshoe parties followed by
baked beans, etc. at Goodridges' Hotel. When it was too
cold or stormy, we played games and read. Often Papa
would read aloud to us and since he was fond of music,
would play the phonograph and we'd go to sleep listening. When we had guests, there would often be'singing
around the piano.We first heard a radio when an experi-

before marrying George Ryckman,July 14, 1934, at the

Eriksdale United Church. After taking specialized
courses, Gytha resumed her teaching career in 1961 and
taught for 14 years at the Manitoba School for the Deaf.
They celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary in 1994.
Their family: son) Ron and wife Agnes of Winnipeg;
daughter, Mary-Lynne (Mel) and husband Ed Braun of
Abbotsford, BC; and son Hallson Olafur (Hal) and wife
Gail of Stony Mountain. George and Gytha reside at
Stony Mountain, MB. They are blessed with nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Kristiana Bergsteinson
In 1911 my parents lived in a small

house behind the
implement shed on Main Street. Later, I recall living on
a homestead, then in the manse by the church and in a
house west of town at McKay's corner. By the time we
sta¡ted school, they had bought the house in town where
they lived for some 60 years.By today's standards, as children, we were very disadvantaged because we had no

indoor plumbing, running water or electricity, but we
didn't know it. We made do with the little red pump and

mental train came through town and we school children
were permitted to go and hear the marvel of sound being picked up in the air.
I have nothing but happy memories of my childhood.
Eriksdale will always be hometo me

coal oil lamps. What we did have was freedom. We could

play hide and seekall over town. One of our favorite pastimes in the winter was to hitch rides on the runners of
the farmers sleighs as they came in and out of town. We
would meet the train every night, and get on the dray
drawn by Clydesdales and push each other off into the

HALSBAND
Ben & Gertrud

I

never remember anyone getting hurt.
School played an important part of our lives. Who can
forget the fun of putting on a Christmas program in the
Orange Hall? During the show, excitementwould mount
as Mr. Cox, the station agent, would come with the telsnow banks.

classes were held in an abandoned store thathad no foun-

On November.30, 1935 I was born in Germany and attended school in Osterwick. In my young years we all
learned about hunger and how it is to live with the terrible noises of airplanes bombing villages and air raiders
flying low, shooting people and animals.
From April 1951 to 1954 I learned the painting and
wallpapering trade with the Master Heinrich Elsing in
the city of Coesfeld. After three years, I worked for
Heinrich Baumer in the town of Osterwick as a journey-

dation so the floors were always cold. We had no desks

man.

egrams telling of Santa's progress. Every child was given
a gilt and a mesh bag lìlled with nuts, candy and aJaþa-

The ladies of the town had collected the
money to do this. No child was left out.
In high school Miss Embree was our first teacher and
nese zranga
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I married

Gertrud Laumann. She was born
March 11, 1936 in the town of Coesfeld. Our first child
Thomas died at four and a half months. One year later,
our daughter was born and we named her Ramona.
After the war, housing was a big problem. Although I
had numerous paintingjobs, itwas difficultto find aplace
1956

to live, so Gertrud, Ramona and I immigrated to Canada

in

1965. I worked in Winnipeg

until

1972.

I then bought

Hwy #6, between Eriksdale and Ashern. I built a house on this land. My grandson, Chris,
was born there.
In 1989 my home burned down in the wild fire while
we were working and living in Winnipeg. The shock of
losing our home caused my health to deteriorate, so I
was unable to continue to work. In 1990 I took up Canadian painting doing scenery and wild life of my beloved
75 acres of land on

adopted country.
Gertrude passed away in 1995.

Kristiana; Olaf, Erik & Brita Hammar (19O5)

HAMMAR
Erik & Christina

1909 and Erik Hammar built their first home along
Broadway in the Nord School district.
Linnea was born in 1910 and Alex in 1917. The children attended Nord School. The family moved once to
a different farm in the Nord area where they lived until
it was sold in 1944 when Erik and Christina moved back
to Winnipeg to live out their days. Chrislina died in 1947
and Erik a couple of years later.
Erik Jr. began driving a cream truck for Eriksdale
Creamery in 1938 and did so for several years. He stayed
with his parents until they moved. He remained in Eriksdale for a few years and then moved to Winnipeg where

Erik and his wife Christina Alexandra, along with their
three children leftJamtland, Sweden via England and
sailed for Canada around 1903/1904.
They settled on Newton Avenue in the Elmwood area
of Winnipeg. At that time they were able to keep a cow
so they had their own milk and cream.
Erik worked for Alsip Brick and Tile Company from
sunup to sundown for fifty cents a day.
Two more children were born while they were in Winnipeg. Then around 1907 to 1909 they took a homestead
on Broadway about two miles south of the Nord School.
Here, two more children were born. They farmed there
for many years until their son, Erik, bought a farm east
of their place and they moved over there. They spent
their last years in Winnipeg with their daughters, Amy

he passed away in 1982.
Brita (Bertha) married Eric Berg of Eriksdale in 1929,

and homesteaded east of Eriksdale for awhile. They
moved to Winnipeg where Eric worked as a carpenter.
They had two children, Marvin and Elva, as well as sev-

(Emmy) and Bertha (Brita).

eral grandchildren and great grandchildren. They retired

to Surrey, BC. Brita passed away in 1988. Eric passed

by Beatríce Mills lHammar)
Erik Eriksson Hammar came to Winnipeg from Swein 1904. His wife, Christina Alexandra, followed in
1905 with their children; Erik, born 1900; Olaf, born

away also.

Emmy (Arny) married Emil (Ed) Buechler of

den

Moosehorn and moved to Winnipeg. Ed was a carpenter and Emmy worked out for many years, also. They
had five children: Wallace, Laurence, Audrey, Ronald
and Glen, as well as grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Emmy passed away in 1986.
Ester moved to Winnipeg and worked at the Mclaren

born 1904. They came to and remained
in Winnipeg until 1909. Daughters Emmy and Ester were
born in Winnipeg in 1906 and 1908 respectively. Erik
1901; and Brita,

worked in bush camps during the winter in his early years
in Canada. They moved to Eriksdale to homestead in
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in 1926. He returned to Eriksdale and started the NorthEnd Garage. He brought the first oxy-acetylene welder
to Eriksdale. He began working for Federal Grain Limited in 1938, building grain elevators in Saskatchewan
and did so until 1959. He married Valborg Pearson in
1931. Beatrice, and then Harvey were born and they attended Hartfield School. Ole and Valborg moved closer
to Eriksdale in 1946, Harold was born in 1951. He attended and graduated from Eriksdale School. Olaf passed

t.

away

in

away

in

1959. Valborg stayed at the farm and passed
L972.

,.1 .,

Kristiana Hammar with grandchíldren:

Harvey & Beatrice (1936)
Olaf & Volberg Hammar (1946)
Hotel for many years. She also worked later at the
Airport and Concord Hotels. She was always active with
Calvary Temple Church and also the Seniors Club on
Smith Street. She enjoyed helping out at the nursing
homes, especially Middle Church where she and others
taught self-awareness and massage to the patients. She
enjoyed sewing and oil painting while her eyesight allowed. Ester now resides at Lion's Manor in Winnipeg.
Linnea married Richard (Dick) Bobier. They farmed
in the Nord School area and their children are Myrtle,
Clinton, Lorna, Russel, Jo-Anne and Earl. Also, there

Harvey worked for Federal Grain with his dad for
awhile, then on the Dew Line and on various other jobs
doing carpentry work. He married Pat Court in 1980
and they reside at Eriksdale. (See Harvey Hammar).
Harold worked as a heavy equipment operator after
leaving Eriksdale. He worked for about ten years on the

hydro dams in Northern Manitoba (Limestone and Long
Spruce). He married Terry Kavanaugh of Dublin, Ireland in 1976. They reside at Kelowna, BC.
Beatrice married Curtis (Jack) Mills in 1949 and
moved to Winnipeg where they still reside. They have
four children: Arlene, Allan, Ka¡en and Kevin and eight
grandchildren.
Erik Olaf Eriksson was Christina Hammar's brother
who farmed near Nord School at one time. His wife's
name was Sauna. They had one son, Hjalmer and an
adopted daughter, Gladys. It is believed they are now
all deceased. They had moved to BC some years ago.

are several grandchildren. Linnea and Dick both passed

away

in

1987.

Alex worked at his brother, Olaf's (Ole's), garage at
Eriksdale for awhile. He also worked for Federal Grain
with Ole until he joined the army in 1943 in the Royal
Canadian Horse Artillery. He was overseas (mechanic)
and came home in 1945. He met Rita Cleary in Hamilton, ON. They married in La Chute, PQ in 1946 and
moved to Surrey, BC in 1948. He worked for a company that built machines for logging companies as a
millwright. Rita passed on about ayear ago. Alex passed

HAMMAR
Harvey & Pat

away August 19, 1995 at 78.

Olaf (Ole) went to BC about 1922 with his aunt and
her son, Erik Hammar. He worked in the mines in Yak,
BC. He bought a 490 Cheu and drove back to Winnipeg

I was born at the E. M.

Crowe Memorial Hospital on
May 2,1933. I attended Hartfìeld School. I took my last

398

two years of schooling at Eriksdale. I started work at the
early age of 13 in the summer holidays. I picked stones
on the highway with my school chum, Hugh Carr. We
made the big wage of 35 cents an hour. I worked for a
year for the Hydro in 1950. The next year I went to Saskatchewan to work with Federal Grain Elevator Construction, where I spent 12 years, I came back from Saskatchewan and worked on the Narrows bridge, Fairford
bridge, and at the Grand Rapids power dam. I worked
on these jobs with Rick Lindell, Sr. After that I worked
for two years on the Dew Line, and worked contracting
on my own.
I was raised and grew up on the Conrad Pearson

In later years he was in parhrership withJack Bruce
in the garage business, called Interlake Motors. It is now
Big Al's; of course, all rebuilt.
Dad and Mom enjoyed many people that came to
visit. Their hobbies were gardening, picking berries and
canning. Mom loved cooking (bread baking, etc.) and
also knitting. Dad loved fishing.
Mom was deceased in 1974 and Dad in 1976. Sister
Margaret passed away in 1982.

HARDISTY FAMILY
Reg Hardisty came to Winnipeg in 1912 with his parents
Pamela and William Hardisty and a sister, Marian. They
emigrated directly to Winnipeg from Yorkshire, England.

homestead. I have one younger brother, Harold, and an

older sister, Beatrice. We moved to the Otto Johnson
place later, near Eriksdale. I remember when I started
at Hartfield School I talked a lot more Swedish than I

The reason to go directþ to Winnipeg was that their older

could English. I'd forget and start talking Swedish to kids.

there.

daughter, Mabel, married to James Dowbiggin, lived

I

In

remember, they would laugh and point at me saying,
"What's he supposed to be talking about?" I guess most
of the old timershave gone now. You don't hear that lan-

1914

my father (Reg) took

a

homestead in Mulvihill

While his house was being built he lived
with the Curl family. When the house was finished he
was joined by his parents and sister, Marian, who taught
(sec 5-23-6W).

guage much now.

I have seen a lot of different places working out. I
have been in the far north; places like Alaska, Greenland, and lceland, but I always la¡rded back in Eriksdale. I guess there were a lot of good times working out,
too numerous to mention.
I met and ma¡ried Pat Court in 1980 and still reside
in Eriksdale.

school at South Head.

My father joined the army and remained until 1919.
In 1918 he married Freda Priestly, who had also emigrated from England.
My parents, grandparents, Dowbiggin's and my Aunt
Marian, who had married Fred Binding,lived in the same
general area. Bindings and Dowbiggins did not remain
too long in the area.
In the autumn of 1923 my father was offered ajob as
bookkeeper/clerk in the General Store of R.B. Boddy in
Mulvihill. We lived on the fa¡m that winter and in the
spring moved to the village where we remained until

HANSLIP
John & Mabel
John William and Mabel Hanslip came to Eriksdale in
1914 from the Carman and Roseile area, first living on a
farm close to Lake Manitoba. In 1926 they moved into
the town of Eriksdale. They had five daughters and one

July 1940, after the R.B. Boddy store had burned down.
Some of our farm neighbors were: Fords, Loftys,
Bestwicks, Curls, and Prettys.

I remember my parents being active in the church.
My mother played the organ and my father the violin.
He also played for dances and parties.
I attended the village school in Mulvihill from October, 1926 until 1933, when I completed grade eight, I
took grades nine and ten by correspondence.
My parents left Mulvihill in 1940. They moved to
Winnipeg. By this time I was attending university. My
parents had a store in St. Vital for ten years. They went
to England in late 1949 for six months returning to Toronto in 1950, where I was working as a librarian. My

son:

Charlotte (Lottie) married Stan Dowsett.
Elva married Rick Lindell.
Lillian ma¡ried Cliff Casselman.
Pearl married Lyman Heroux.
Margaret married William Van-De-Vooren.
John married Shirley Kehler.
Dad was in the threshing business. He travelled to
teherne every fall to thresh for farmers in the area and
also in the Eriksdale and Macross areas.
399

parents moved to Ottawa

in

1959, at which time

I

was

employed at the National Library. My parents died in
Ottawa; father in 1959 and mother in 1966.
I now live in Vctoria, BC since myretirement. A more
detailed account of our history is published in Tamíng a
Wildemess.

HARLEY

Robert & Ellen
Robert Colin, (Bob) Harley (1870-1952)was raised in the
Emerson area. He married Devina Ellen Sutherland
(1877-lg{l) from Nova Scotia. She had come to Manitoba to look for work. Bob was a plasterer by trade. They
were in San Francisco at the time of the earthquake in
1906. He worked there when theywere re-building. They
took up a homestead on the NW 27-21-6W in 1908. Bob
worked on m¿ìny buildings in Winnipeg - Eatons and
the Bay are two of them, and also in Chicago. Some of
the buildings he plastered in Eriksdale were the first hos-

Ellen & Bob Harley
family. Her door was always open to people passing by.
A cup of tea and something to eat was always available.
They had two children; Hannah, bornJune 1, 1911, and
Jim, born February 20, 19L5. They attended Parkview
School. They worked on the farm until 1945. Bob spent
his last years in Winnipeg.
Hannah had one daughter, Babe Sturgess, born in

pital, Alex Smith's house, and the house where Fairbairns

now live. Ellen stayed on the farm and looked after her

SOth Anniversary of Jím & Alice Harley
Sharon, Jason, Lorne, Rick, Valerie, Robert, Darlene, Tanís, Trín, Jason, Ron, Paul, Keith;
Hannah Greig, Shannon (holding Justin) Alice, Jim, Evelyn, Adele, Raymond;
Andrea, Kyle, Renee, Jesse, Leanna, Nicole, Jeremy, Ashlea (míssíng: Jean Paul, Starlette)
400

In

Bill

ice in Carman and Roland, MB. Bill and Margaret met

Greig and lived on SE 28-21-6W. Bill died in 1985 and
she moved to Eriksdale where she still lives.
In 1945Jim married Alice Bjornson from Belmont.
Alice was born in the Argyle Municipality in southern
Manitoba. She went to Mimir School, and then worked
as an egg-grader for Manitoba Pool. They continued to
live on the family farm.Jim worked as foreman on the
Finkel ranch for many years. In 1973 he joined the crew
at the Highways Department in Eriksdale. He retired in

and married in Roland in 1910. Margaret later joined
her husband at Pine Lake where their neighbors were
Croziers, Skelding Bros., Wells, Webbers, Pat Cassidy,
Tom and Nellie Hall and Bill andJinny Parkinson. Life
was primitive and ha¡d.
They farmed at Pine Lake until approximately 1920.
To be near a school Bill built a house (assisted by Andy

1930.(See Victor Sturgess).

1980.

In

1947 Hannah married

Beckman and George Scott) on land north of Clydebank
School, Pineview. He continued farming both farms for
several years despite the odds against him. In despair

1991 we left the farm and now live in Eriksdale.

they moved to a farm north of Hartfìeld School near
Eriksdale. Misfortune followed with drought and poor

We raised five children:

Andrea is a teacher in the Seven Oaks School Division. She married Raymond Sweetland, who works for
the City of Winnipeg. They have two daughters. Tiin,
married to Keith Willetts, has one son Kyle. Tanis, married to Paul Woods, is a nurse at the Deer Lodge Hospi

crops persisting.
Relations in England offered to help them to tryfarming in England. Bill and Margaret decided to accept this
offer (life line). In 1932 no one had feed for extra stock
so Bill was forced to sell his possessions for peanuts. The
family very sadly left for England on November 26, 1932
sailing on RMS Astonia arriving in London in thick fog
on December 5, 1932.
In England, plans did not materialize. Bill worked for
a farmer, the family obtained various employment. Later
WWI was declared in 1939.
The war years were very sad and difficult. The lads
all joined the forces. All food and clothing were rationed.
Life was tough. Broken-hearted, Bill Hart died in 1940.
Under the circumstances we tried to make welcome all
the lads who came from Eriksdale and surrounding districts, among these were the following:John Lindell,
Howard Knox, Mac Knox,Jack Seymour,Joe Forsyth,
John andJim Forsyth, Harold Gumbrill, Bdwin Olson,
Gordon Clibberly, Bob Monkman, Donald Matheson,
Sheffield Harinah. Some of them brought goodies from
their parcels from home such as tea, sugar, butter, tins of
Spam, and candy. Howard Knox always came laden with

tal.

Lorne is maintenance man at Charison's Turkey
Hatchery at Gunton. He married Sharon Neely, a nurse
at the Lunda¡ Personal Care Home. They have three
children. Shannon has three children;Jesse,Jaremy, and
Justin. She is in university now.Jason works at the Northern Goose Plant in Teulon. Ashley is the baby, everyone's pride and joy.

Valerie works at the Shop Easy store in Eriksdale. She
married Rick Willetts, a hydro worker. They have two
children. Robert works on a cattle ranch. Darlene is in
university.

Bvelyn works for Pioneer Grain. She andJean-Paul
Klyne have two girls; Renee, in grade five, and Nicole,
in grade one.
Adele and Ron Gauthier have one daughter, Leanna,

in grade two.
Ron has a son and daughter. Jason and Starlette are
still in school.

chocolate and candy

1881,

the

neighborhood. By the time he had walked from the bus
stop to our gate he resembled the Pied Piper with all the
children behind him, where he would open his case and
had out the goodies to all. All sweets here were rationed.
All names of street, stations, and town were removed.
These boys did well to find their way around.
After the war most of the Hart family gradually returned to Canada, residing in Winnipeg for some time.
In 1992, Margaret died in Hope, BC aged 99 L/2yearc.
Her ashes were flown to England for burial in the grave
of her late husband at Burpham nea¡ Guildford Surrey.

HART
William & Margaret
William (Bill) Hart was born in England in

for the children in

emi

grated to Canada at the turn of the century. He worked
on a farm for Swaynes, at Roland, MB. He later took a
homestead at Pine Lake where he built a log cabin and
out buildings.
Margaret A. Matheson, born in Scotland in 1892, went
to Winnipeg in 1908. Margaretworked in domestic serv401

in 1917.Joined RASC at
WWII, posted to Middle East where he
served a long period with the Eighth Army. He was

William Hart (Bill) born in England 1881, died in
England in 1940.
Margaret Hart (nee Matheson) born in Scotland in
1892, died in Hope, BC in 1992.

- Charles born in Eriksdale

the outbreak of

wounded by

a snipers

bullet. Later married Clarinda Bell

in England (one son, deceased). Resides in Gateshead,
England.
- Kenneth, born in Eriksdale in 1918. Joined Royal
Artillery at the outbreak of \,VWII; served as a Lewis
Gunner on troop ships; held POW inJapanese camp for
nearly four years. He met and married Catherine Sanders in Winnipeg (one son). Resides in Sardis, BC.
-

James, born

Force at outbreak

in Eriksdale, 1920. Joined Royal Air
of WWII; served in Middle East Coun-

tries for long periods. Later married Mary Regan (one
daughter). They reside in Hope, BC.

Bea, Margaret Hart, Jack Keane
They resided within the Briksdale district for over 30
years. They had 14 children namely:
- Christina, born in Winnipeg, 1913. Married Richard
DawsoninWinnipeg (one daughter and three sons). Now
a widow residing in Winnipeg.
- Bertha (Bea), born in Winnipeg, 1915. MarriedJack
Keane in England (one son and daughter). Now awidow
residing in England.

Jim, Ken & Catheríne, Mary Hart
- Norman, born in Briksdale in

1921.

Joined Royal

Fusilier Regt., before outbreak of war. During along over-

period he was transferred to Queens Royal Regt.
He survived the evacuation of Dunkirk. Posted overseas
to Far Bast, Cyprus / Greece where he met and married
Souzy Mauwou in Athens (trvo daughters). He was a Visa
Officer at the Canadian Bmbassy in Athens until his reseas

tirement. He died on Vancouver Island in 1990.
- Donald, born Briksdale in 1922.Joined Royal Marine Commandos during WWII; served in Itaþ and Siciþ; returned to Britain to take active part in D DayLanding. He was blown up by land mine at Zebrugee where
he received 100 percent injuries. Don was a bachelor.
Died in England in 1973.

- Gordon, born in Eriksdale
accidently in Bngland in

h

1924. He died

1940.

Margare! born in Winnipeg in 1925, weighing in at
over 15 lbs. During WWII she joined Canadian Woman's army. She was killed in a road accident in England
-

in 1944.
- Milton (Bill), born in Eriksdale in 1926. During
WWII he joined Queens Own Dorset Regt; was trans-

Three Generations:
Bea Keane, Ellen, Jackie
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ferred later to Royal Artillery and later still to 651
Air Observation Regt. He
was in Palestine for two
years and in Greece for
one year. He married

.&

t

-

P"ggy Vincent in England
where they reside. They
have one daughter.
- Harold, born in

Eriks-

dale, 1929. Joined Royal
Marine Commandos; served for

Mílton (Bíll) Hart
a period

in Malaya, He

transferred to Canadian Navy and then to the Canadian

Army (Provo Corps). He served in Germany with the
Occupational Forces for two or three periods. He marJím, George Havard, Níck Boss

ried Betty Praeger in Whitehorse, NWT. They have two
daughters and reside at Sooke, BC.
-Joseph, born in Eriksdale in 1931.Joined Canadian

George settled and stayed for many years. A sister, Alice

Army PPCLI, wounded in Korea. He later transferred
to the Provo Corps; served in Germany with the Occu-

Jones, also came to Canada but I'm not sure when she

pational Forces. He met and married Doreen in Canada.
The reside in Barrie, ON.
-John, born in England, 1933.Joined Canadian Army
(Provo Corps), served in Germany Occupational Forces.
He later joined the RCMP forces; stationed for a time in
eastern Canada where he met and married Sharon
Gough. Stationed in Ottawa and Alberta until he retired
as an inspector. (one daughter and two sons) They re-

Annie McKelvey Kennedy was born in Glascow, Scotland on March 3, 1888. She came to Canada in 1907
with her father,James and her sister Iza (See Kennedy,
Robert). They went first to Miami, MB and lived with
their relatives, the Stirlings.
George married Annie Kennedy and they lived on
the homestead in George's fìrst home. On August 6, 1913
their first son, James Wilson, was born. When Uncle
George was overseas in the war,Jim and Annie stayed
with her brother, Bob, and father,James, and kept house
for them until George returned at which time they returned to their own farm.
ln 1927 GeorgeJr. was born, completing their family.
George Sr. was always a busy farmer. He owned a truck
and would haul cattle to Winnipeg. He also raised sheep.
He served on the school board as a trustee for years. He
also drove the grader maintaining the roads. With his
truck he would take all the Clydebank school children

came.

side in Alberta.

- Sheila born in England

in

1935. Joined Canadian

Air Force (Nursing Regt.); served in Germany with the
Occupational Forces where she met and married Douglas Paige. They reside at Courtenay, BC. (two sons and

two daughters).

HAVARD
George & Annie

to Chief Point once

George Havard came over to Canada in the late 1800's
with his brothers Arthur and Albert. They went to Mi-

a

year for the yearly picnic. He owned

and operated a threshing machine and went from place
to place threshing.
Annie Havard was a quiet lady, very neat in her ways.
She belonged to the Clydebank Ladies Club and later
the Ladies Legion Auxiliary in Briksdale. She and my
mother were always very close sisters. \Me, as children,
always loved to go to Aunt Annie's for Christmas dinner. I, Elsie Boss, remember Auntie having cream corn
in the can and that was a luxury in those days.

ami and then to Eriksdale, settlingin the Clydebank area,
two and a half miles west of Clydebank School. The three
Havard boys were only young lads when they came to
Canada without parents. Albert owned land but did not
stay long in Clydebank. He left and settled in the town
of Carman and married and raised a family there. Arthur
married and lived in Altamont and raised a family.
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Annie had

I

a

heart attack and died on August 30,1975.

(Blsie) was with her at this time. Aunt Annie was a very

dear person to me. She is buried in the Briksdale cemetery near her sister lza.
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Havard Famíly & Friends
Teresa Kennedy, Bill Weatherburn, Clifford Ryden,
George Havard;

Bob Kennedy, lza Weatherburn, Annie Havard;
Jím & Elsíe Weatherburn, Jím Havard

Annie & Jim Havard
The Havards always had a government-owned bull
and, once, one of them pinned George down inside a
board pen. Annie heard George yelling, saw what was
happening, grabbed the gun and shot the bull dead. We
called her a hero for saving Uncle George.
George and Annie built a new home on the homestead. Later,Jim and his family lived in this house for a
few years. The house was moved to the Hartfield a¡ea
just north of George Cowdery's and then later to Eriks-

The children of George and Annie Hava¡d:
I remember my cousinJim as a young man playing
the violin at the Clydebank School dances accompanied
by Kay Vince. Jim married May Blue in about 1944,
after which they farmed on the Havard homestead for a
few years. They moved to Winnipeg whereJim found
work.Jim continued to work out and around at va¡ious
jobs and the family moved to the Hartfield district. He
worked in Churchill in the late 1950's and at Cross Lake
on construction. He was a grader operator and did work
for the RM of Briksdale for awhile. In 1967 he moved
back to Eriksdale and worked for Manitoba Dept. of
Highways until his retirement.
Jim and May had five children: Robert, Allen, Lorna

dale where it sits today.

Annie and George lived in Eriksdale for a number of
years in the house whereJim and Ollie Willetts now live.
During this time George was a councillor in 1942 and
1943. Later they moved to Winnipeg, not far away from
their son George and his f*ily. In 1951 George had a
stroke and passed away. He is buried in a military lot in

(Richaud), Doreen (Gumbrill) and Heather. (See
Malcolm and Margaret Blue).
George, born in 1927, marcied Helen Meisner from
Moosehorn. They had three girls; Shirley, Vicky and
Gwen. They are all married and live in Winnipeg.
I (Blsie Boss) remember that George, my cousin, was

the Brookside Cemetery.

Annie remained living in Winnipeg by herself until
the mid 1960's when she moved back to Eriksdale and
bought the house that Lena Gable now lives in. She lived
there until she moved into the Friendly Villa when it
opened

in

1973.

a
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very clever child at school and rode a shetland pony to

school. When it was very windy and cold we would walk
next to George and his pony to get shelter from the wind.
He was active in all sports at school. Later he would bring
his family out annually to theMay 24 Eriksdale Ball Tour-

the school. He gotjobs stooking sheaves at harvest time.
1943 Arnoldjoined the army and was there
until the war ended.

nament. George and Helen owned a cottage at Clea¡
Lake, MB.
George became a chartered accountant and was a

family onto a farm in Crozier, in the Rainy River District of Ontario. Fred passed away in March 1980. Mary
passed away in May 1980.
Arnold is living on his farm in Burriss Township. Nellie
lives in Fort Frances, ON. Leonard, Norman, Ronald,
and Edward all live in the Crozier Township,

In December

In

founding member of the firm, Hawkins and Havard
Chartered Accountants. He was also a charter member
of Faith Lutheran Church, a member of the St. Vital
Curling Club, the Windsor Masonic Lodge and of the
Odd Fellows (IOOB). George was also a bookkeeper
for the Assiniboine Downs. He took sick in 1958 and
passed away onJanuary 2, 1959 at the age of 32. It was a
very hard time for us all and Helen was left with three

1947 Fred and Mary left Eriksdale and moved the

HENDERSON

Louis & Bernice

young children.

Mr. Louis Grant Henderson wÍN born in Cullen in Banffshire on the north east coast of Scotland on August 7,
1908.

He came to Canada in the year of 1923 to join his
brother Bill, who was already here. He worked with his
brother Bill, on different farms in Saskatchewan. When
they could no longer find work on farms, they went to
Ontario and worked in the wood cutting and pulp mills.
When the work ran out there, they came to Manitoba,
where they found ajob in Spearhill cutting wood. When
the job was done there, they went to Eriksdale on December 3, 1929. They worked for Bob Logan cutting

HAVER

Frederick & Mary
Frederick (Fred) was born on M:ay L7,1884 in Tieherne,
MB. He moved with his parents as a child to Fergus Falls,
Minnesota, where they began farming.
Around 1915 Fred moved to Saskatchewan where he
began to farm. He met Mary Anna Zentner who was
born onJuly 28, 1896 in Langenburg, SK. In 1923 Fred
and Mary were married.

wood.

In

They moved down to Fergus Falls to help on Fred's
brother's farm during harvest. Then they moved to
Minneapolis where Fred worked for the city. While there,
their first son Arnold was born.
In 1925 they moved to Winnipeg and lived there for
a few years. Fred worked for the city. While there, a

is Grant Henderson.

daughter Nellie and two sons, Leona¡d and Norman were

In the year of

town and sta¡ted farming, plus worked in town.
In 1935 Louis met a girl and then in 1939 married
her. The girl's name was Eliza Bernice Andrew.
In the year of 1940 they had their first child. His name

born.

1941 Louis

joined the army and went

overseas to England.

In l93l Fred and Mary moved the family to a farm
nine and

1934 they bought a quarter section, just outside

a

In the year of

found a job in the Eriksdale Tiading store.
In the year of 1949, when they had lost all their cattle
to TB, he went to work for Manitoba Telephone.
Bernice and Louis had five children. The names of
their children are: Gra¡rt, born in 1940; Louis, born in
1946; Bill, born in 1948; Darlene, born in 1950, and
Lesley, born in 1954.
In 1961 Louis and his family moved into the citywhere
he worked as a civil servant,

half miles north-west of Eriksdale. Two more

sons were born

in the Eriksdale hospital; Ronald

1945 he returned from the army. He

and

Edward.

Although Fred farmed, he also dug wells for other
farmers. He dug the wells forty feet deep and cribbed
them with rock.
The children all attended Nord School. When Arnold
was old enough to look after the school heater, he went
early to get the school warmed up, ready for the children. Arnold used his recess and noon hour to saw and
split the wood that had been hauled there for heating

In

1976

Louis'wife became sick. She passed away on

October 23,1977.
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Mr. Louis Grant Henderson passed away at the
of 77 in the year of 1985 in the city of Winnipeg.
They have

16

get them settled in the barn.

age

One morning when I'd had a ride, I went out to see if
David was coming and to my amazement saw the two
horses, galloping full speed, around the corner and going north where the rink is now, with no cutter. Some
fi'iends and I mshed out to see if David had been hurt.

grandchildren and ten great-grandchil-

dren.

He was okay and walking near the creamery road, so we
rushed over to find the horses. They had galloped right

up to the barn and Mr. Husband had very kindly put
them in.

Mr. Knox drove out to tell Dad. It seemed the horses
had shied somewhere around Knox's place (now Fred
Ross's) and they took off into the ditch. David pulled
tight on the reins, the cutter slipped up, freeing the horses.
The reins slid through David's hands and the horses galloped off toward the barn leaving David gliding along
in the cutter in the ditch. After a few moments he jumped

out and began walking. Needless to say, Dad was very
excited and later said to David, "Why did youjump out?"
David replied, "There was no use staying there after the
horses were gone!"
I do not recall how we travelled after Dad took the
horses home that day, but no doubt they were deemed
unreliable for kid; to drioe and we were relegated to walking and getting more rides from Nathan Finkel or Arnold
Torgerson, who waited for us many times when they saw

Bruce & Elaine Henrotte, Elwyn & Sharon
Benedíctson, Beverly & Robert Lamoureux, Carol
and Norman Lamoureux, Loís Henrotte

HENROTTE

Bruce & Elaine

us coming.

I

(Elaine Lindell) was born in October 1934. We lived
three quarters of a mile south of Hartfìeld School on SE
36-21-6W so we all attended the same school that our
parents had. (See Art and Lucy Lindell). When it was
time for me to attend high school I was able to stay at
the home ofJohn (Jack) and Ba¡bara Knox. I worked
for my board and room. Mrs. Knox's health was very

Bruce Henrotte and I were married in October 1952
in the farm home of my parents. We celebrated the occasion with family and friends in the Ha¡tfield School.
Bruce was the second son of Elsie and the late Marcel
Henrotte who fa¡med in the Deerhorn district at SW 321-5W. (See Marcel and Elsie Henrotte)
We raised four daughters: Bev, Carol, Lois and

Poor.

Sha¡on. Bev was born in August 1953 and married Robert
Lamoureux in October 1972. For the first eight or ten

When it was time for David to go to high school too,
it was decided that we would stay at home. We would
ride our bikes or walk the three and one quarters of a
rrrile to school if the weather was nice and drive a team
of horses pulling a cutter in the winter. The horses would
stay inJack Husband's barn while we were in school.
Somelimes when it was really cold, Nathan Finkel or
Arnold Torgerson would give me a ride and David would
bring the horses. "No use both of you being cold," they'd
say. I would wait for David at Gudmundson's cafe which
was located on the north side of the Coop Hardware
store. Sometimes I would wait at the school and when
David arrived with the horses I would go and help him

years they cared for Robert's five youngest brothers who

had been orphaned when their parents, Leonard and
Elsie, died in a car - train accident at Oak Point on September 29, L972. Their children are; Rhonda, who was
bornJuly 1973 and lives in St. Amant Centre in Winnipeg, and Robbie, who was born November L974 and
lives at home.

Carol was born inJuly 1956 and she married Norman Lamoureux (Robert's brother). Their children af,e;
Stacy, born l:[l/:ay 1974, working in Winnipeg and Derek,
bornJune L977,who graduated from high school in 1995.
Lois was born inJune 1960 and married Owen B¡
406

for Foster Ti'ucking on and off for

14

years. I have worked

at the Briksdale Museum, for Crop Insurance, in Dr.
Paulson's office for nine years and in the dentist's office

for

11 years. Bruce died

in

1996.

We have been privileged to live through changes never
dreamed of by other generations; from the scrubbing
board to the automated washing machine; from coal oil
lamps to hydro; from working the land with horses to
four wheel tractors; from walking to school to school
buses; with telephones in nearly every home and all of
the changes in between. We have been truly blessed in
every way - what more could we possibly ask?

HENROTTE

Celynne, Beverly, Robbie, Carol, Sharon (holdíng
Khalida); Lois (holdíng Brandon), Bruce (holding

Marcel & Elsie
I, Elsie Smith was born in Birminghan, England in
April 1910, the fìrst child of William and Ada Smith. In
July l91l we came to Eriksdale by train. We stayed in a

Amber), Stacy, Elaine

shack belonging to Kirty Mills, south and east of Eriks-
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E
Frazer
Byron

Derek
Lamoureux

Rhonda
Lamoureux

dale, until we moved to the farm on NW 10-21-5W at
Deerhorn. To become ¡he owner of a piece of land one
had to pay ten dollars per quarter section. After imþrouizg it (cultivating a number of acres) and owning a
number of cattle, you got your patent. Then you were
the proud owner of your land.
We lived a half mile from Deerhorn School, which
hadbeen built of logs in 1905, on land donated byAlexander Mann. School was only open from Baster to Christmas, due to lack of roads and extreme cold and snow.
Often we sat around the large heater to keep warm and
to thaw out our ink wells. The teacher boarded out, often having to walk two to three miles to school. Over the
years they stayed at Gisli Lundal's, Cook's and Bob
Logan's. There was always a concert at Christmas time.
One of the first teachers was Salomi Halldorson, who
later became a Social Credit member of Parliament.
Dances were often held in the school with sometimes
only one violin for music. The new school was built in
1945. One of the teachers wasJohn Enns, who later became a judge in Winnipeg.
Our first land was broken with oxen owned by Albert
E*py. The cattle roamed at will since there were no

Owen
Byron

ron. They have a hegnant Mare Urine operation on the
old Richaud farm in Deerhorn. They have two daughters, Brandon, born in March 1991 and Amber, born in
August 1992.
Sharon was born inJuly 1963 and she married Elwyn

Benedictson and they have two daughters. Celynne was
born August 1982 and Khalida was born April 1992.
Luckily for us, our children all live in fairly close proximity, so we have been privileged to share the growing
years of our grandchildren.

In

1957 we settled on the SW 4-21-5W better known

asthe GeorgeMonkmanplace, on the Deerhorn Line. Our

three eldest daughters attended the Deerhorn School
until around 1967 when the country school houses were
closed and sold. The children were then transported on
the buses to Lundar or Eriksdale. What a contrast! When
Bruce went to high school, and the weather was good,
he biked the seven miles to Lundar.
As a result of changing times and meagre farm income, Bruce and I were both obligated to work off the
farm during the course of our married life. Bruce worked
for Nelson River, crushing rock inJoe Revet's pit and

fences. When I was about ten years old, it became my
job to get them home for milking. I often found them

two or three miles from home. Butter was made by shaking the cream in a sealer.
407

In 1920I saw my first

HEROUX FAMILY

car - a Ford Touring. At that time

the trail to Eriksdale ran through our yard. Roads were

very poor, with low spots filled in by horses pulling a
scraper. The municipality allowed you a few days of this
work per year, known

as statute labozr

and then deducted

a portion of your taxes. Father spent quite a few yeals as
a councillor at Eriksdale and as a school trustee at

Deerhorn.

My sisters Gladys and Marjorie, were both born on
the farm. When Gladys was born, Mother was attended

by a Mrs. Sprafkey. While attending Mother, Mrs.
Sprafkey took a drink of home brew and advised Mother

to have some too. After having had four children of my
own, I would not have blamed Mother if she had taken
a few drinks. When Marjorie was born, Mother was attended by Dr. Backman.
In 1928, I married Marcel Henrotte, who had come
to Deerhorn from Belgium as a young boy. Marcel
worked on the railroad in Winnipeg before we were

married until about 1941. We lived in Winnipeg for the
first year and then moved to our farm on NE 33-20-5W.
We purchased it fromJules Perron for $5SO with money
from cutting 200 cords of wood at $1 per cord. Later we

Heroux
In

Adolph and Tha¡cille Heroux moved to WinniLyon Mountain, New York. They came with
from
peg
their four sons and one daughter.
Charlie, born in 1882 (ref. story), Amos, born in 1887
(ref. story) and Frank, born in 1891(ref. story).
Leo was born in 1898. Leo died in the St. Boniface
Hospital of TB in 1917 and is buried in Abbeville Cem-

moved to the original Henrotte farm on SW 3-21-5. Times
were hard in The Depression of the 1930's; eggs sold for
ten cents a dozen and a can of cream brought in two to
three dollars.
We had four sons: Dennis, Bruce, Reg and Lloyd.
Dennis married Muriel Hewer, a teacher from Saskatchewan. They farmed in the Deerhorn area. He passed
away in September 1984. Bruce married Elaine Lindell
and they farm in the Deerhorn Írea. Reg married Karol
Johnson from British Columbia. Karol is a former matron at the Briksdale Hospital. They presently live in
Chilliwack, BC. Lloyd married Shirley Tetu from Ontario and they live in St. Anne, MB. He works on the

etery.

Mary, born in 1900, married Curly Graves. They had
no children. They farmed at Sleeve Lake and'Campet.
She worked hard and was a very good seamstress and
home maker. After C. Graves passed away she married
Jack Hofley, then moved to Toronto, later returning to
Winnipeg. She died in 1971 and is buried in Chapel Lawn
Cemetery in Winnipeg.
A second daughter, Carey, stayed behind. Carey
married George Ashline. They had fìve children. Carey
died of the flu in 1918 in the USA. Tharcille kept four of
the children for one year. She had to send them back as
they already had their granddaughters, Lucienne and
Rita,living with them.
Adolph and Tharcille took out a homestead (SB 2322-5W) on August 3, 1914. It was north-east of Eriksdale. There were no roads, only trails in the bush and

CNR.

After the boys were all on their own, Marcel developed a heart condition so we sold the dairy cows and
went into beef cattle which I was able to look after. Marcel
passed away October 1971.

I stayed on the farm,

keep-

ing 30 beef cows until 1975 when I sold the farm to Ken
and Wendy Sweetland. I lived in Winnipeg for three years
and then I moved back to Briksdale where I still reside

in

1912,

1994.

a¡ound the sloughs. They first stayed in a log shack which
408

:

belonged to a Mr. Stamm (one of the few people in the
area), until Adolph and his son Frank built a good log
house. Later more settlers came. Mr. Stamm and Mr.
Blackwell had a team of oxen. Frank Heroux built Mr.
Bellon a cabin. A few years later his brother, August
Bellon, came out from the USA to live with him. He got
a huge team of oxen and built a pretty good log house.
In 1915 Deerhill School was built, on a deer trail. Before that school was held in the Myers' home. Frank
Heroux made the foundation as he was a stone mason.
Fred Bell was the first teacher. He lived in a log house
near Mr. Bellon. He had the firstradio in the area. Other
neighbors who settled were the Keynors,J. Myers, Bells,
Jones, Chadwicks, Rawns, Sutherlands, Fontaines and
Connors. (Note: Some of this info was gleamed from:
W to W, p. Aaa-Aa6,)
In 1918 when Frank's, wife,Jeanne Heroux, passed

home and willed himself to live until he had signed one
more pension cheque, as money was very scarce, and
then he just slipped away.It was Grandfather's wish to
have his body viewed, however, he had wasted away so
much with his illness that the family chose not to have a
viewing. In those days the body of our grandfather was
kept at home in the bedroom. Friends came over for
three days and nights. His granddaughters, Rita and
Lucy, made flowers from red tissue paper for the casket.
We used a sleigh with a small caboose in front (with a
stove in it) to transport ourselves and the casket to the
burial at Abbeville. The casket was in back of the sleigh.
As itwas 40 below and 14 miles to drive with horses, we
went directly to Abbeville Church for the funeral. It was
a very cold day and the snow was very deep. As the
coffin was being lowered it fell forward, catching the lip
of the lid on the ground. The impact popped open the
lid exposing Grandpa Heroux from the waist up. It was
a frightening experience to those who witnessed this
happening. Although some might say his final request
was made good and he could rest in peace."
After Grandpa died it was lonely for Grandma. I
(Lucy) married Frank inJune and Rita married Pierre in
October that same year. Grandma lived mostly with
Pierre and Rita in Lundar, Vestfold and in Winnipeg. In
1954 she was too feeble to be left alone, so to our sorrow
we had to put her in Täche. Tharcille Heroux passed
away in 1956 in the Tache Old Folks home at the age of
94. She is also buried in the Abbeville Cemetery. Her
granddaughter Lucywrites, "She was awonderful lady."

away, Adolph and Tharcille took in their two young
granddaughters, Lucienne and Rita. Lucienne writes,
"they were wonderful to us. Times were very hard, but
there was always a garden, wild fruit, pigs, chickens and
wild game. I recall my sister and I would go picking wild
strawberries. We had to take a pail with hay and grass to
make smoke to keep the mosquitoes away. They were as

thick as pea soup. We had a mile to go to school and
when it was -30 and -40 F., Grandad drove us with the
horse and cutter or toboggan. Our grandparents were
caretakers of the school so we helped clean floors, bring
in wood and make the fire in the morning. This brought
in a tidy sum of eight dollars a month which surely
helped."

Charles & Augustine Heroux

Adolph Heroux was a very fit man and limber physique. His grandson, Leonard, often tells the story of
going home to the farm with Gra¡rdfather, down what is
known today as Rick's road. Leonard tried to talk his
grandfather into letting him drive the team, but to no
avail. Soon his grandfather fell asleep and dropped the
reins. Leonard woke his grandfather up as the team
started to take off. Adolph, without thinking, grabbed
the wheel with his bare hand and was flipped into the
air and thrown a good twenty feet out of the wagon. The
team stopped, Adolph was not injured and Leonard received a rebuke for dropping the reins as his grandfather had forgotten that he never did let Leonard hold

Charles was the eldest son of Tharcille and Adolph
Heroux (ref. story) and was born in 1882 at Lyon Mtn.,
New York, USA. As there wasn't much work to be had
there, Charles traveled to Little Falls, Minnesota around
1904. There he took a barber trade. He met Augustine
Dugas (born 1884) and was married in 1905 in Belle Prairie, Minn. USA.
In 1912 they moved to Winnipeg, where he owned a
barber shop. Later they took up a homestead, the same
year (1913) as Adolph Heroux. It was a half mile east of
Adolph's place. They built a good log house, and cleared
land, but didn't stay long. He had to go back to Winnipeg to work. In 1927, Charles and family of five moved
on to the Berg's place near Eriksdale. They had eight
children in all. They stayed one year and then bought a
farm five miles from Ashern. Charles had a barber shop

them.

Adolph Heroux passed away February 2,1936 on the
homestead. Leonard and his cousin, Lucy Lane, tell of
his dying and his funeral. "Grandfather was quite ill at
409

immigrated to Winnipeg from the states

in 1912. It

is

believed that Amos lived on SE 23-22-5 when he came
out here to live in 1919. The farm was about five miles
north-east of Eriksdale and a half mile from Deerhill
School.
As a young man he worked with his father and brothers on the Lake Champlain river boats. They also

mined

and cleared bush in the Adirondack Mountains and did
some small farming. Some time after emigrating to Win-

nipeg, Amos became a barber and operated a pool table
business in St.James.

In

1995, this building still stands

near the corner ofPortage and Parkview Street in the St.

James area. Leonard says, according to his father, this
was the first pool room and barber shop to be opened in
St.James. (See Charles Heroux ). This was how he would
make a living for the rest of his life. In MOD page 102,
Elma Heroux writes, "Amos and I came out to the farm
in 1919, withJean and Marion. We stayed there, for about
ayeatrthen in October 1920, we moved into town. Amos
kept a barber shop and pool room behind Chris Laird's
Tea Room and Confectionery." It was located on (Lot 2,
Block 2, Plan 408) now owned by the Eriksdale Hotel.
Many will remember this place as Bill's Confectionery
which was also the bus stop for many years, His son,
Leonard, tells of how in the early 1940's his dad saw a
customer leave with only half a hair cut. That customer
and friend was Gus Gleich. Both men had a liking for
beer, One morning at 1l am., halfway through a hair cut
they decided to go for a quick one,before the train that
Gus was to catch left for Winnipeg. The quick one took a
little longer, as the next thing they knew the train whistle was blowing and all Gus could do was make a run for

The Heroux Family
Louise & Frank, Charles & Augustine, Elma;
Lucy Lane, Pearl, Rita Lamblin, Lyman;
Brenda, Gail

in Ashern so travelled back and forth to the farm, until
he bought a home in Ashern. Tharcille (Grandma) stayed

with them a while, long after Adolph Heroux passed
away. Charles retired in1957 and moved back to Winnipeg. They celebrated 60 years of marriage. Augustine
Heroux passed away in 1966 in Tache and Charles
Heroux passed away in 1967 in Täche. Both are buried
in Assumption Chapel Lawn.
They were wonderful people luly Godþarents.

the train with only half a hair cut.

Later he moved his business to a building on their
property next to the house, and this he operated until
his untimely deathJuly 9, 1953 atthe age of 62, when he
rolled his car in which he was the only occupant. He is
buried in the Abbeville cemetery.
Sarah Elma Francis (Wood) was born in New
Westminister, BC in 1891. Her parents were Hester Ann
and Frank Stanton Wood. A great deal is known about
the Wood family which dates back to the year 1100 on
one branch. The fìrst known Wood was Sir Andrew who
was born in Largo and later lived in Leith which is a
port north of Edinburgh, Scotland. Also, much is known
about the Woods who first came to Canada in the mid
1800's and settled in Ontario near Orillia. Her father
worked in construction, moving buildings and this work

Amos & Elma Heroux
Amos Heroux was born August 26, 1887 in Lyon
Mountain, Clinton County, New York, USA to Adolph
and Tharceille Heroux. (See A, Heroux ). He first came
out here from Winnipeg in l9l4 with his family who had

4t0

had the family moving all over the country. She had four
brothers and two sisters. During WWI, three of her broth-

Maddins. Today Olga Surgenor's house is on the same
location. Marion remembers that their uncle Frank built

ers were enlisted and at this time the family was

living in
Manitoba was the first province
in Canada to give the mothers, wives and sisters of soldiers the right to vote. This is how it came about that our

the veranda on the west and south side.
Both Jean and Marion have fond memories of this
house which they call mother's house.Jean talked about

mother, Elma Wood, was one of the first woman to cast
a vote in Canada!

later, on return visits they'd stand on the sidewalk and
talk about how the house and yard used to look and who
planted what tree. It is here that their memories of Eriksdale really begin. Jean (See Lee Gamble) and Marion

Winnipeg MB. In

1917,

the garden and flowers their mother grew and how years

(See

Marion Long)were born in Winnipeg.

Later, after the move to Briksdale two boys were born;

Lyman Amos onJanuary 26,1924

(see

Lyman and Pearl

Heroux) and Leonard Charles on December 20,1925
(see Lenoard and Mabel Heroux).
Elmawas alife member of the Hospital Guild. (MOD
p.102-103) "in 1953 The Hospital Guild recognized three
of their oldest members with honorary memberships and

thirty year pin" and Elma Heroux was one of them.
In 1953, Elma began to work as a cook at the Eriksdale Hospital. This she did for the next eleven years.
Her granddaughter, Marlene Weatherburn, remembers
stories of her cooking and canning vegetables from the
hospital garden. They even canned wild meat. After she
retired she continued to live in Eriksdale, spending the
winters with her daughter,Jean in Hamilton, ON.
In 1970, at the age of 79, mother married Walter Dodd
from Winnipeg and they lived in Eriksdale until Walter
died eleven years later in 1981. Elma passed away in
1982. They are both buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
a

Amos & Elma; Lyman, Leonard
In 1905, the year our mother was fourteen years old,
was the same year that the Baton's store on Portage Ave.

in Winnipeg opened. Her father took her by the hand
and helped her apply for ajob in the fabric department.
This led to her interest in sewing and later in the village
of Eriksdale she became a dressmaker, making dresses
for many of the women of the area. For some, she sewed
every single garment including underwear. This was a
great convenience for some oversized ladies who couldn't
fit regular sizes and relied solely on mother to make their
clothes. She worked very hard to help the family survive. Her neighbor, Mrs. Gardener, was a milliner and
she sold sewing notions from which Mother bought many
of her supplies. Amos and Elma owned lots 2l and22 of

Block 3, Plan 408.

It

Lyman & Pearl Heroux
Lyman and I were both born in Eriksdale - Lyman,January 26,1924, myself,January l, 1923.

had been previously owned by

4rt

Young Seed Co. He then went back to his cream grading in the Ashern Creamery.
A restaurant came up for sale (1960). After a discussion on buying, I remarked "I'll give it a whirl, maÈe
for a year or two at the most". Believe it or not, 36 years
later I'm still here. During these years our children gave
us great help. We boarded teachers, students, nurses;
cooked many meals for hydro, telephone, Comstock Co.
and many others. We added a pool room, barber shop.
Lyman was the barber. Brenda loved to practice on her
school friends (free of charge). Later she took a hair dressing course.

Heroux Family at the Beach
Pearl, Brenda, Lyman, Ronald; Gail
We were both educated in Briksdale. Lyman graduated from the University of Manitoba in butter making,
etc. (dairy). His work took him to creameries at Inwood,

Chatfield, Eriksdale, Ashern, and Dutch Maid Ice Cream

in Winnipeg. He joined the air force where he received
his wings and became a flying instructor. He remained
in Canada to teach flying during the war.
Lyman and I were buddies from grade one to eleven.
We both loved sports (hockey, baseball, curling), fishing, camping, music and dancing. (In 1992 I received
my Honorary Life Membership in curling). We both
looked forward to our school fìeld days, in which we
both took a very active part.

Ronnie & Lyman with the family plane

to take an egg grading course and was then employed at

Lyman passed awayin 1987. I have managed to carry
on with the help of family, friends and shrdents coming
back, reminiscing about their good times at the Blue
Grass Inn. I also keep busy with organizations such as:
Hospital Guild, Legion Branch, Legion Auxiliary, UCW,
campaign manager for CNIB, Canadian Red Cross, and
taking part in community activities.
I have eight grandchildren, six great-grandchildren *I-ove themtt.

our local station. Then I went on to sub-teaching at
Chatfìeld School. Lyman and I were married in 1945.
Our children: Gail married Winston Duncan (son of

Last, but not least, I would like to thank our History
Book Committee, also anyone else who has helped in
any way, for a great success. God Bless.

My first employment was at our Red and White Store,
owned by Mr. Willetts, where I received great training.
was employed approximately four years.

I

I then decided

Bert and Winnie). Brenda married Wayne Tegelberg (son

Ron & Jean Heroux

of Ferdinand and Beatrice). Ronald marriedJean Brown

Ron is the youngest son of Pearl and Lyman Heroux.
Jean Brown is the youngest daughter of Eva and Donald

(daughter of Donald and Eva Brown).

Our first business was in a general store, in partner-

Brown.
Ron andJean were married in 1972 in Eriksdale. Ron
was working in Riverton at that time as a patrolman with
the Manitoba Department of Natural Resources. While

ship with Leonard and Mabel Heroux (Lyman's brother).

Lyman took up auctioneering; my position there was
cashiering or secretary, which I enjoyed very much. He
also worked with Seed Buying-Crop Insurance, with Brett
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living in Riverton our son, Michael, was born. We lived
in Riverton for one and a half years.
Ron had always wanted to be a natural resource officer (game warden) and finally had a chance to make
this dream come true. In the fall of 1973 he was accepted
at the Maritime Forest Ranger School in Fredericton,
New Brunswick. He started school there inJanuary t974.
Jean and Michael stayed in Eriksdale with her parents
while Ron went to Fredericton. This was a one year

Bissett is a small community, a one hour drive from
Pine Falls, the nea¡est neighboring town. At the time we

moved there, the San Antonio Gold Mine was re-opening. In the next couple of years a lot of miners and their
families moved to town. Most of the miners lived in house
trailers in a trailer park that was built for them. We will
always remember Bissett for the community spirit. For
such a small town we had bonspiels, dances, fishing
derbies and an active school and community committee. When I think back I rcalize how wonderful it was
that so few people could pull together and make a really
good time.
In Bissett Ron had an opportunity to be part of the
establishment and setting up of a helitac base. This was
something the government was organizing to fight forest fires in remote areas. Helicopters would be based in
the district for the summer with teams of trained forest
fire fighters (from the area). With the first indication of a
fire, the helicopters, conservation officers, and fire teams

course broken into two semesters. Ron came back to

Manitoba for summer break and was hired by the Natural Resources Department as a patrolma¡r in Lac du Bonnet and then later in Grand Rapids.Jean and Michael
accompanied him. We lived in a bunkhouse in Grand
Rapids and a motel in Lac du Bonnet. Lots of cooking
on a hot plate!
In September Ron returned to Fredericton to finish
school. This timeJean and Michael went with him. We
lived in a motel with a kitchenette that was rented out by
the month. We lived in a place called Marysville, a com-

would immediately go to the fire. This way they were
able to get ground crews in immediately to put the fire
out before it spread. In the past the helicopters would
have to fly out from Winnipeg, pick up the crews and
equipment and go to the fire. By this time the fire might
be out of control, and spreading violently. The helitac
system was declared a success and other helitac bases
were set up in other parts of the province. Ron enjoyed
his work in Bissett, especially the fire fighting.
In 1984 we were transferred to Lac du Bonnet.
Michael was going into grade six, Rachelle grade three,

munity across the river from Fredericton. Ron graduated in December 1974, One hundred students started
inJanuary and only 60 graduated. We enjoyed our short
time in New Brunswick, even though Ron was loaded
down with homework every night and on weekends. Our
greatest memory of Fredericton was how friendly the
people were. vve've not had the chance to go back for a
holiday but hope to some day.
A job with the Department of Natural Resources was
waiting for Ron in Selkirk. Ron was hired on as a Conservation officer trainee. We moved into a townhouse in
Selkirk. Fortunately for us they only required six weeks
notice if you were moving out. Two months after we
moved there we were told that we'd be moving to
Gypsumville in six weeksl When you're a trainee you
are responsible for moving yourself, so, with the help of
our fathers and their trucks, we moved to Gypsumville
in the spring of 1975. We would live here for six years.
In Gypsumville we had two more children, two girls,

and Nicole grade two. Lac du Bonnet is one of the prettiest towns on the east side of Manitoba in our opinion.

Forces base and took grades one and two in Gypsumville.

Between the river and the great pride the people tal<e in
beautifing their yards; it was a town that was a pleasure
to live in. During the summer the population of the town
mushroomed because of all the cottagers. Ron spent a
lot of time on the Winnipeg River checking anglers and
in the bush keeping track of the logging operations that
took place there. We enjoyed our stay in Lac du Bonnet.
Our kids made friends there that will always be remembered and stay in touch with them. We moved from Lac

We enjoyed our stay there and met some wonderful peo-

du Bonnet in August 1990. Michael had completed grade

ple.

ten, Rachelle grade eight and Nicole grade seven.

From Gypsumville we were transferred to Bissett in
1981. This time Ron was a Conservation Officer II and
this meant the government moved us. What a treat to
have a moving van and people to pack for us! All the

Our next move was to Birds Hill Park. Our kids went
to school in Oakbank. Housing in the park was provided
for us to rent. It has been quite an experience for us to
live in a park and for Ron to work in a park. This type of
work was very different from what he had been used to

Rachelle and Nicole. Michael started kindergarten at the

other times we had to pack and move ourselves.
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doing. Michael graduated from Springfìeld Collegiate,
Oakbank, in 1992, Rachelle in 1994 and Nicole 1995.
We lived through all the summer long weekends, especially the May long weekend, which is notorious for being a party weekend in the parks, and the folk festivals.
Our house was located quite close to the festival sight
and campground.Jean and the kids went to the folk fes-

tival every year.Jean really enjoyed it, but the kids not
so much; it wasn't their kind of music. For Ron these
were the busiest weeks of the year. We've always found
itamazingthat for four days there were over 30,000 people in the park and really very little trouble, also, hardly
any people ended up in our yard.
Birds Hill Park has a very large population of deer.
Ron fed deer all winter in our yard. Many winter evenings there would be as many as 40 deer eating feed
right outside our living room window - much to the enjoyment of. any visitors we might have. Ron has taken
hours of video tape and rolls of pictures of them.
The summer of 1995 has found us on the move again.

Kevin, Marlene, Glen. Leonard & Mabel Heroux
taking agriculture; and working part time for the Dutch
Maid Ice Cream Co.
ln 1944 at the age of 18, he joined the navy and was
stationed in Cornwallis, Halifax, serving some sea time.
Towards the end of the war he was transferred to Victoria, BC then back to Winnipeg at the end of the war in
1945 for discharge. In the winter and spring of 1945 he
took a business course at the old Mall Centre in Winni-

This time to Ashern. There will not be as many of us
moving this time. Michael is working in Winnipeg and
has taken an apartment in the city. Rachelle and Nicole
will also be staying in Winnipeg to further their education and work.
It feels as if we've come fr¡ll circle. Jean ha"s been a
full time homemaker and mom all these years. Thatjob
has pretty much come to an end, so now she will be
hoping to find work in the community and spend more
time in her garden. Ron is looking forward to working
in Ashern. He's anxious to get back to doing resource

in 1946 with his brother, Lyman, purchased
theJohn Sharpe General Store. Later on the store took
on the dealership for Massey Harris Machinery (later
called Massey Fergusson). Operating as Heroux Brothers, they also purchasedjune grass seed for Brett Young
Seeds out of Winnipeg. In the winter of 1956, the store
burned to the ground and everything was lost.
peg, and

work.

\{e've lived in several small towns in Manitoba,

en-

joyed everyone of them and we would do it all over again
in a minute. \{e've met and befriended many wonderful
people that we will never forget.
We plan on retiring in Eriksdale when Ron has fin-

Hydro was being installed in farms north of
Moosehorn in 1956. Leonard then went to work as an
electrician's helper under Bruce Forsyth. He also worked

ished his career.

for a time as a dragline and bulldozer operator rebuilding Highway #6 from Deerhorn to Pacifìc 66, north of
Eriksdale. For the next eight years he worked for the
RM of Eriksdale as their grader operator. On his days
off he did electrical work. In the evenings he studied for
his electrical exams and received his Limited Electrical
licence for domestic and farm wiring; eventually he upgraded to become aJourneyman Blectrician via special
training through Manitoba Hydro.
Leonard taught himself to play guitar. On Friday eve-

Leonard & Mabel Heroux
As the E.M. Crowe Hospital was just in the process of
being built; Leonard, the youngest son of Amos and Elma
Heroux was born in the family home in Eriksdale on
December 20, 1925. He attended Eriksdale's three room
school until grade eleven. At 16 years of age he went to
work in the Eriksdale Creamery, which was owned by
Ivan Casselman, and operated by Dan McFadyen. The
following year he attended the University of Manitoba,
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nings the locals would gather in the community centre
for entertainment. Anyone who could play a musical
instrument would do so. This lead to a band being formed
with Leona¡d on guitar and drums, Lloyd Barns on banjo,
Lyman Heroux on piano, Leonard Gudmundson on
guitar and violin, and for a while, Ted Seymour on violin. Eventually the band was hired for Friday night and
New Year's Eve dances. They each earned $5 per night,

are attending school in Eriksdale.

Marlene, their second child, was born in 1950.
Ma¡lene attended school in Briksdale and Red River
Community College in Winnipeg. In 1969 she married
Larry Weatherburn the eldest son of Anne and Jim
Weatherburn.ln L974 Larry and Marlene started an excavation company installing sewer and water systems.
In 1979 they also started the Eriksdale tailer Park. They
have three children: Ron,Jamie, and Mark. Ron, born
in 1970, graduated in 1995 from the University of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering and
is presently employed by the Manitoba Department of

if enough people came. During the intermission of the
town dances, the people attending would go to Bill's
Confectionery or Nellie's Cafe for drinks or coffee. At
the dances in the old country schools, lunch was served
with the price of admission. A boiler of coffee was put
on the stove and sandwiches, which were donated by
the local residents were served, Otherrefreshments were

Highways. In 1995 Ron married Leigh, the eldest daughter of Delores and DavidJohnson of Warren, MB. Leigh
is presently attending Red River Community College in

hidden in the snowbanks or woodpiles, with the hope
that they would still be there when they were wanted;

Animal Heath Technology. Ron and Leigh reside in
'Warren,
MB.Jamie, born in 1971. He works as a heavy

sometimes they went missing.

equipment operator, mainly in Manitoba and Northern
Ontario. When not away workingJamie resides in Eriksdale. Mark, was born in 1977. He is presently enrolled in
Education at the University of Manitoba.

Leonard was very active in sports, especially baseball
and hockey. He worked for two years as the first caretaker in our new rink, which was constructed in 1965.
ln 1974, at the age of 49, Leonard earned his pilot's
licence and is still flying today.
In 1947 Leonard married Mabel Stout, the youngest
daughter of Christie and Margaret Stout. Mabel was born
in 1928 at the family home in Eriksdale. She attended
school in Mulvihill and Eriksdale and later worked in
the Eriksdale Creamery as ar¡ egg grader.Mabel played
on the local ladies baseball team. In later years the
Heroux home became ahome awayfrom home for several shrdents from the Vogar and Gypsumville areas, who
boarded with the Heroux family while they attended
senior high school in Briksdale. During this time Mabel
also worked part-time as a dental assistant and later as a
lab assistant in the E.M. Crowe Hospital. A few years

Kevin, their third child, was born in 1955. Kevin attended school in Briksdale and also Red River Community College in Winnipeg, receiving his Business Administration Certificate. In L977 Kevin married Debbie
Goran, daughter of Walter and Rose Goran of Dauphin.
Both Kevin and Debbie work for Great West Life in
Winnipeg. They live in St. Andrews with their children:

Kyle, born in 1986; and Erin, born in 1990.

GIen & Sandra Heroux
Glen was born April 10, 1948, the eldest son of Leonard
and Mable Heroux, and was raised in Briksdale. I (Sandy
Sutherland) was born on May 2,1951, the middle child
ofJessie and Edwin Sutherland, and was raised in Winnipeg. I spent many summers out on the family farm
north of Eriksdale where my Dad was raised. That's how
Glen and I met - travelling back and forth to Winnipeg.
Glen spent four years apprenticing to become an electrician. After he got his license he worked at various job
sites in Winnipeg, northern Manitoba and the US. After
graduation in 1969, I worked in Winnipeg for a number

later she drove with the Ashern Ambulance as an attendant.

In

1948 their first son, Glen, was born. He attended

school in Eriksdale, and later became aJourneyman Elec-

trician.

In

1972 he married Sandra Sutherland, the sec-

ond daughter of Edwin andJessie Sutherland of Winnipeg. Glen and Sandy later purchased the local sewing
factory which produces Skeeto- Ban mosquito jackets. They
also operate an outfitting business under the name of
Birch Lake Outfitters. Glen is also a partner with his dad
and Les Greig in Moak Lodge (a fishing lodge nea¡ Grand

of years. We were married onJuly L, 1972 in Winnipeg
and lived in Winnipeg for a few years before moving
out to Eriksdale. We purchased the old Cy Gardener
house in late 1975 and we moved, in early 1976. We have
done numerous renovations over the years and now it
doesn't resemble the old house.

Rapids, MB). Glen and Sandy have two children:
Jennifer, born in 1978; and Stephen, born in 1980; who
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plane found them and a helicopter brought them home
about seven-thirùy the next morning. It was quite an experience for all the family.
My dad Edwin Sutherland, passed away in April 1992.
My momJessie, still lives in her apartment in Winnipeg.
Glen is lucky to have most of his family in the a¡ea. I
have one sister Ellen, and her family living in Vancouver and one sister Suzanne, and her family living in Toronto. We visit occasionally but not often enough.
We have been involved in Brownies, gymnastics, 4H, hockey, curling, Sunday School, etc. over the years.
We have all enjoyed living in the community.

Frank Heroux
in 1891 at Lyon Mountain in
Clinton County, New York. He was the fourth child of
Adolph and Tharcille. He took out a homestead on NE
25-22-5 at the age of 22 on April23, 1913. He was married toJeanneJordon from France in 1914. He met her
in Winnipeg where he had been working as a street car
conductor. His property in Eriksdale was near Clear
Water Lake. He built a good log house, barns and dug a
well, but money was so scarce they had to leave the
homestead and go out to work.
Frank Heroux was born

Glen, Jennifer, Stephen & Sandy Heroux
.]ennifer Amy was born on February 3, 1978 - the first
granddaughter on the Heroux side and the only granddaughter on the Sutherland side. We also understand that
she is the first baby to be raised in our house.Jenn enjoys sports, especially swimming, and likes to draw.
Stephen Allan was born September 14, 1980. His interests include hockey, Sega Genesis and his comic collection. BothJenn and Steve attend school in Eriksdale.
In the early 1980's we started a fabric shop in the old
Orange Hall. We operated there a number of years and
then turned the building into a sewing factory. We have
manufactured numerous items over the years; the main
one being the Skeeto-Ban bug jackets which we are still
making.In 1989 Glen started an outfìttingbusiness, .B#rå
Lake Outfitting which provides hunting services to big
game hunters, primarily from the USA.
On October 11, 198B we were close to loosing both
Glen and Leonard in a plane crash. They were on their
way back from a flight up to the Lake Mantagao area

when the plane's engine quit. They landed in some
tamaracks and spent the night in the bush. They were
fine, but we at home didn't know that and spent an anxious and upsetting night. A Canadian Air Forces search

Augustine
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Jeanne Heroux, Steepbank Lake, I 9 1 4

He was working at Elm Creek when Lucienne was
born in 1915, and in St. Boniface in 1917 when Rita was
born. In 1918 his wifeJeanne passed away and the girls
went to live with their grandparents. (See A&T Heroux).
Frank worked away most of the time until he married
Louise Bellon. They moved back to the homestead in
L927 and they had a daughter, Therese. (See A&T
Desjarlais) Her closest school was Deerhill, but it burnt
down in 1938. After one year she was bussed to school,
as she was the only child in that area. She had to walk to
where Deerhill School used to be, in snow or rain to
catch a ride to school in Eriksdale, four miles away. She
would wait alone for the van, sometimes walking in snow
knee deep or in blinding snowstorms and in darkness.
Therese worked hard on the farm, haying and milking
the cows, At the age of 14 she went out to work.

Frank Heroux's 92nd Birthday (1983)
Lucienne & Frank Lane, Alex & Therese
Desjarlaís, Pierre & Rita Lamblin;
Loiuse & Frank Heroux
Therese was soon playing along with us. Stepmother,
Louise, was also very busy making hand hooked rugs,

knitting and crocheting. In 1936 Dad built a pavilion on
his farm near a nice spruce bluff, hoping to hold dances
there in the summertime. We girls got married soon after and this never happened. Dad and step-mother were

left quite alone on Winter's farm which they had bought.
As nearly all of their neighbors had moved away or died,

they decided to purchase Henry Linossier's farm near
Deerhorn. They farmed there quite a few years until dad
became crippled with arthritis and retired to Lundar
where he repaired watches and clocks as a pastime.
In 1960 they moved to Oak Point. Later they retired
to the Meadowood Nursing Home in St. Vital.

Lucíenne, Frank & Rita Heroux wíth their tame

crow (1924)

Frank Heroux passed away

in

1987 and Louise

(Bellon) Heroux in 1991. Both are buried at the Chapel
Lawn Memorial Gardens.

Dad only had four cows, and shared a team of horses
and machinery with his father, Adolph. He did fairly well
as he was a talented man. He was good at repairing almost anything; watches, clocks or made parts for them.
Dad was a good fiddle player and made me a lovely
little fiddle on which I learned to play. When Rita and
Lucienne were in our teens, we purchased a guitar and
mandolin. We spent many happy hours playing music.
Dad would come over on Sundays and we had some
real swinging music sessions. Later Rita and I played at
dances at Eastland School. We took turns with Mr. Harry

HOGUE FAMILY
Wilfred & Marie Hogue
Wilfrid Hogue, fourth child of Alexander Hogue and
MarieJeanne Beauchemin of Minnewakin (west of Lundar, near Lake Manitoba) married Marie Louise Richaud,
third child of Auguste Richaud and Eulalie Durand of
Deerhorn onJuly 1, 1943. Shortly after they were married theypurchased the NE 18-21-4W, in the LaFontaine

Rushforth on his accordion and Harry Higgins on his
banjo. Dad also bought a second hand organ and sister
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Victor onJuly 16, Lg 45, Ralph onMay 26, l947,Jack on
July 27,1948,Jeannette (Lamblin) on April 27, L950,
Yvette (Lavallee) on September 22, L951, Lucille (Nelson) on April S, 1953, Louise (Chetyrbok) on February
5, 1955, Martin on March 29,1957 and Therese (Flinta)

area, where they resided until Wilfrid's death on August

29,1978.

Wilfrid ar¡d Marie were farmers, like most of their
neighbors, and raised and fed their ten children by having a little of everything on their cattle and grain farm as
well as two large gardcns.

on October 26, 1958.
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25th Anniversary of Wilfred & Marie Hogue:
Jack, Ralph, Victor, David, Jeannette, Yvette,
Lucille, Loiuse;
Martín, Wilfred, Maríe, Therese
Their son Victor took over the family farm in 1968.
However, Marie and Wilfrid stayed on in the old farm
house until Wilfrid's death. Marie then moved to Briksdale where she spent the remainder of her years as an
active member of the St. Erik's Catholic Church and the
New Horizon's Club. She passed away on March 29,
1993.

Wílfred & Marie Hogue (1943)
The gardens were Ma¡ie's pride and she spent a lot of

time caring for them with the help of her children. She
also had milk cows, (as many as 30 in the summer
months) from which she sold the cream to the Eriksdale
Creamery for extra money. The main mode of transportation, in the early years, was aJohn Deere tractor which
she and Wilfrid drove to get groceries, visit neighbors
and attend church.
Wilfrid did a lot of the veterinary work in the Eriksdale, Lundar and Poplarfield area for mariy years as there
wasn't a local vet at that time. He was also a great story
teller and many evenings were spent at the Hogue farm
listening to his stories of his experiences and the experi-

Victor, Martin, David, Ralph, Jack;
Lucille, Yvette, Therese, Jeannette, Loiuse;
Marie Hogue (1991)

ofhis ancestors,
Their first son, David, was born July 7, L944, then

ences
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The Hogue Family (1995)
Scott Carlton, Dodie, Kay Lamblin, Gísell Lamblin, Barrett Nelson, Sandra Arron Thomas, David, Tammy,
Victor & Selena, Colleen & Jack, Ralph & Lí2, Jackie, James, Garry Nelson, Martin;

Jeannete Lamblín, Christy Lamblin, Wayne & Yvette Lavallee, Bob & Louise Chetyrbok, Raya Chetyrbok,
Janine, Lucille Nelson, Therese & Bruce Flinta, Sherrí Pollok, Elsíe-Ann, Shawna Kaartinen, Alanna Aíello;
Mike Nelson, David Lavallee, Justin, Sean Lavallee, Danielle & Collín (holdíng Kímberlfl Erickson, Jalleen,
Lyle Flinta (missing: lan, Jason, Todd Chetyrbok, Michelle Lamblin, Joe Aiello)

David & Sandra Hogue
David Hogue was bornJuly 7, 1944, in Eriksdale. He
was the first child of Wilfred and Marie Hogue (nee
Richaud). At the time, the young Hogue family was living in a granary on their new farm in the La Fontaine
district, just east of Briksdale.
David grew up on that farm, along with his four brothers and five sisters in the farm house that was built not
long after his birth. At the age of six he started his education at the La Fontaine School but had to spend the
first few months at home learning English, as all he spoke
was French. He went on to take grades one through eight
at La Fontaine, then high school at Eriksdale Collegiate,
with a year spent away from home in St. Agathe, MB.
David left school after grade 11 to find a job and help
support his family. He was quick to learn and eager to
work and began what would be a series ofjobs working
on drill rigs for different companies that would take him
all over Canada and the USA.
But his heart was in Eriksdale, and so was his sweetie,
Sandra Goodridge. Sandra was born in Eriksdale on
October B, 1947, the first child of Bruce and Elsie
Goodridge (nee Dowsett). She went to school in Eriksdale up to grade 11, when she left to take a year of nurses'
training at St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. She re-

Dodie, Dave, Alanna & Joe Aíello, Sandra,
Elsie Ann
turned to Eriksdale a licensed practical nurse (LPN) and
started her career at Eriksdale Hospital. She married
David on October 21,1967.
David and Sandra have three daughters: Alanna (born
1969), Elsie
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Ann (born 1972), and Dodie (born

1975).

Alanna graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1987,
and went on to take the Creative Communications course

at Red River Community College in Winnipeg. She
marriedJoe Aiello of Winnipeg in 1993, and she currently works as a writer/producer at a Winnipeg based
national television network.
Elsie Ann graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1990
and moved to Winnipeg where she now works as a hairstylist.

Dodie graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1993
then went on to Red River Community College. She is
currently working as an early childhood educator II in
Winnipeg.

All three girls were involved in many communily acas they grew up in Eriksdale, including the 4-H

tivities

lan, Tammy, Victor, Selena, Jason

club, the Eriksdale Figure Skating Club and many school
sports and committees.

and going to the local dances. He spent the next five
years working atvariousjobs all over Manitoba and Sas-

David has always been very sports oriented, playing
school sports as well as recreational hockey and baseball. These days he leaves the hockey games for the
youngerboys, but still finds time to fit in a few slowpitch
games and a round or two of golf on days off from his

katchewan. He did everything from working in the mines
at Thompson, to driving heavy machinery, to working

on drilling rigs. Eventually he tired of this and returned
home in 1968 to take over the family farm. April 4,1970
he married SelenaJoyce Erickson.

job with Manitoba Hydro.
Sandra works at the Eriksdale Personal Care Home,

I,

and fills her spare time helping her father (Bruce), sewing, and working on her newly found toy, the computer.

Selena Erickson, am the second child and only
daughter of Sigurdur (Hedi) and Luella (Thorkelson)

In

Erickson. I was born in Briksdale, October 24, L950, on
my parent's third anniversary! There are two other children in our family, Carl, born in 1948, and Don, born in
196.5. We moved around a lot for the first few years of
my life depending on where my parents were working
at the time. My fìrst year of school was in Winnipeg, the
second yea.r was at Lundar, and the rest of my schooling

1994-1995 she took a one year reflexology course and

now operates a small business, Soothing

Soles Reflexology

out of her own home. She and David now have a grandson, Stephen, son of Elsie Ann and Arron Thomas.

Victor & Selena Hogue
John AugustVictor was born in Eriksdale,July 16, 1945,
the second child of Wilfrid and Ma¡ie-Louise (Richaud)
Hogue. He was raised, along with his nine brothers and
sisters, on the family farm, NE 18-21-4W. He attended
La Fontaine school, then was bused to Eriksdale Collegiate for high school. When Victor started school, he
came from a home where French was his first language.
Having to sta¡t school without a good working knowl-

was completed in Eriksdale. My mother taught school
in Eriksdale from 1958 until 1970, and my dad worked
at the Eriksdale Creamery for eight of those years. Carl
married Linda Granberg in May, 1967 and still lives in
Winnipeg. Most of my growing up years were in Eriksdale and I have a lot of fond memories of those times.
We used to go to shows at the Orange Hall on Wednesday nights. In the winter, it was so cold in there that if
you were more than ten feet from the heater your feet
and hands would freeze. I often wondered how Mr.
Arnold Nelson managed to keep warm upstairs where
he ran the projector, especially when the film broke and
he had to shut everything down to repair the film. The
skating and curling rink was another favorite place for
the local kids. I loved to curl and even tried figure skat-

edge of English was avery difficult task, and one that he
shared and overcame with his brother, David. With the

in our

schools today to know both
English and French, it seems a shame that it was frowned
upon in his early school years as it is now a great asset to
speak French. During his growing up years, a lot of time
was spent helping his family run the farm although there
was always a little time for playing hockey and baseball,

heavy emphasize
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ing. In high school, there were all kinds of sports; volleyball, basketball, badminton, track and field, all of
which I tried my hand at! Most important of all, were
the dances on the weekends - in the early years at the
Orange Hall, and later at the present Legion Hall. It was
at these dances that I met Victor and a few years later
held our wedding dance at the same hall. After high
school, I worked in Winnipeg for a year for the Royal
Bank as a teller before returning home to be married.
Shortly after that, my parents and my youngest brother,
Don, moved to Thompson.
Vctor and I have three children: Tammy Ann Marie,

born November L2, 1970, Ian Victor, born August 30,
1972, andJasonJohn, born March 28, 1974, All three of
our children went to school in Eriksdale for the first nine
years and then attended the Eriksdale - Lundarjoint campus system for their high school years. We continued to
farm until Vic started experiencing problems withfarmers lung. At this time Vic took an Electronics Technician
course in addition to the school bus driving he was doing for the Lakeshore School Division and in November
of 1989, he opened his own shop under the name of
Vtronics. In 1979, I rejoined the work force at the restaurant of the Eriksdale Hotel and in 1980, I started working at the Eriksdale CreditUnion where I still am today!
Vic served as a Municipal councillor for nine years,

Ralph & Liz Hogue

diploma in Business Administration from Red River
Community College and is currently enrolled in the CGA
accounting program. She is working in Winnipeg as ari
accountant for a small property rental company. Ian
worked as a butcher at the Tom Boy in Eriksdale for two

I attended school in La Fontaine and Eriksdale ColleI later went on to Red River Community College
where I obtained my certifìcate in Radio Operating and
Telecommunications. I have worked in the telephone
industry for over 25 years. Fifteen years were spent with
Northern Telecom travelling all over Canada installing
telephone switching equipment, One year was spent with
Reliance Telecommunication in sales and the last ten
years have been with the MTS in Gillam and Winnipeg.
I married Elizabeth Rebizant on.|uly 22, L972. Aside
from time spent in Winnipeg and Gillam we have lived
in Cooks Creek which is just 25 miles north east of Winnipeg. Over the past ten years we have worked on and
lived in our log home which we built. Liz is a registered

years, before deciding to return to school. He has earned
a certificate as a Computer Repair Technician. Due to

nurse who works in a personal care home in Beausejour.
We have three children.James was born on March 22,

the economic situation, he is considering continuing his
education in the computer industry. Jason is currently

1974. After completing high school he hopes to pursue a

giate.

well as serving on the parish council of St. Erik's Catholic Church. He was also a member of the EriksdaleJudo
Club for a few years and encouraged his children to participate as well.
We have always tried to encourage our children to
continue with their education. Tammy went on to earn a
as

career in auto mechanics. He spends his spare time playing football and cycling.Jaqueline was born on April 12,
1976. She will be completing high school next year and
hopes to go to university in either sciences or engineer-

enrolled at Red River working on his diploma in Electronic Engineering Technology.

Ralph & Elizabeth Hogue

ing. She enjoys school and sports.Janine was born March
31, 1978. She is goinginto grade eleven this year (1995)

Ralph Hogue was born in Eriksdale onMay 26,1947,
the third child or Wilfred and Marie Louise (Richaud)
Hogue.

and is still undecided as to future education.
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The Hogue family has always been very active in
sports in their community. Jack was a member and organizer on the Outlaws baseball team and the Mustang
hockey team. He continues to support amateur sports

by coaching baseball and hockey and as a referee in

n

tt-

E

æ
ä

hockey.Jalleen andJustin are both actively involvecl in
many sports. The Hogues enjoy outdoor activities, camping, fishing, travelling and their animals. Their favorite
activities usually involve family and friends getting together. There is always lots of fun, food, games, singing
and laughter - the stuff memories are made of.

Jalleen, Jack, Colleen, Justín Hogue

Jack & Colleen Hogue

CIem & Myrtle Hogue

Jack was born onJuly 27, 1948. He is the fourth of ten
children born to Wilfred and Marie Hogue of the La
Fontaine area. Jack attended the La Fontaine country
school and later the Eriksdale School. He spent many
years working away from home on the oil rigs in Alberta, USA and northern Manitoba. He also ran his own

John Alfred Clement Hogue was born

at

Minnewaken, MB on December 8, 1912 to Alexandre
and MarieJeanne Hogue. Clem attended Camper School

in Minnewaken and worked on the family farm until he
was drafted into the army being stationed at North Bay,
ON. After being discharged from the army, Clem continued to work on the farm and fished a few winters for
Kris Goodman in northern Manitoba. In 1945, Clem
purchased SL/2 3l-20-5W in the Helendale area, east of
Deerhorn. OnMay 22,1950, Clem married Myrtle Nora
Kallstrom, the daughter of Gus and Emma Kallstrom.
Myrtle was born at Lily Bay onJanuary 29,1931. She

back-hoe, trucking and welding businesses over the years.
On Septemb er 22, I97 I J ackmarried Colleen Hedden.

Colleen was born February 10, 1960 in Climax, SK to

Jim and Donna Hedden. She has an older brother,
Patrick. Colleen attended school at La Fontaine, Birch
Lake and Ashern. After graduation, she trained at the
Health Sciences Centre School of Nursing and graduated as a registered nurse in 1979, She worked in the
Lakeshore General Hospital in Ashern; the E.M. Crowe
Memorial Hospital and PCH in Eriksdale and the Lun-

was raised at Develin,

ON and in the Helendale, Swan

Creek and Minnewaken districts around Lundar where

she attended school. Clem and Myrtle farmed in
Helendale until 1953 when they sold their farm to Paul
and Clara Schwartz and purchased a farm in the Burnt

dar PCH. Jack and Colleen have been blessed by the
birth of two healthy children. Jalleen Odette, born on
June 25, 1981 andJustinJack, born onJune 16, 1983 at
the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.

Lake area west of Chatfield. They farmed here until Doug

was old enough to start school. Since there were no
schools for many miles around, they decided to move
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from Burnt Lake to the La Fontaine area where they

he was hired by the MTS

purchased Sam Pottinger's place. While here they farmed

On October 12, L991, Horace married Heather
McKinnon, daughter of Candace and Bruce McKinnon
of Eriksdale. Heather was born November 20, 1968, in
Port Arthur, ON. Heather travelled a lot before she
started school, as her father worked for Ontario Hydro
and Comstock in British Columbia. Her family moved
to Winnipeg upon her start of school in 1972, then to
Eriksdale in L974 where she graduated from high school
in 1986. From there, Heather went on to Winnipeg,
where she worked as a waitress atPizzaHut and a cashier at Safeway. After the birth of her daughter Kaitþ, in

and Clem worked at the Island Lake Ranch. Later Clem,

Myrtle and the family moved to Deerhorn where Clem
worked for a Mr. Carter on his farm. In 1966, the family
moved to Rosser, MB where Clem worked for Nathan
Finkel in his feed lot. The family moved back to Deerhorn

in

1971.

Clem and Myrtle have eight children: Douglas Clement (born March 22, L9íI),Joan Barbara (born Septem-

ber 12, 1952), Horace Alfred (born October 7, 1959),
Judith Anne (born December 26,1964), Vernon Mark
John (born February 19, 1966), Randall Alexander (born
May 6, 1967) and twinsJerry Kevin and Larry Calvin
(bornJuly 28, 1968).
Douglas married Thelma, the daughter of Wilfred and
Marion Russell of Ashern on September 29, 1990 and

in

1989 she

worked for Eriksdale Lucky Dollar in the bakery then
for Health and Family Services as a Home Support
Worker for the physically handicapped.
Horace and Heather purchased a mobile home in the
Eriksdale Trailer Pa¡k in the fall of 1990, where they lived
until the spring of 1993. They now live on NW 2-21-5W
in Deerhorn.
Their family consists of Horace's daughter, Tiffany,
born September 25, 1985 (who resides in Winnipeg),
Heather's daughter Kaitlyn, born August 19, 198B and
their sons Orrin, born October 23,1992 andJarrett born
September 3, 1995. Horace continues to work with MTS
in Arborg, while Heather is home raising their children.

(bornJanuary 4, 1977) and twins Brendon and Ashley
(bornJuly 1, 1990). Annette has a daughterJade (born
September 18, 1993).

Barbara married Laurent, the son of Yves and
Christine Kerbrat of St. Laurent on August 12,1972 and

l,

1976.

1988, Heather returned to Eriksdale, where

has four children: Annette (bornJanuary 10, 1974),Jason

has four children: Herve (born December

in

L972),Denise

(born May 31, 1975), Ronald (bornJune 12,1979) and
Cindy (born March 15, 1981). Denise has a son Scott
(born August B, 1991).
Horace married Heather, the daughter of Bruce and
Candace McKinnon of Eriksdale on October 12, 1991
and has four children: Tiffany (bom September 25, 1985),
Kaitlyn (born August 19, 1988), Orrin (born October 23,
1992) andJarrett (born September 3, 1995).

HOLMS
Gail
When

I graduated

as a Medical Laboratory Technolo-

gist inJune 1971, there were only two jobs left in

Judy married Merrill, the son of Frank and Marcelline
Bruce of St. Laurent on December 23, 1983 and has three
children: Tanya (born February 5, 1984), Magen (born
October 1, 1986) and Marty (bornJanuary 9, 1993).

Mani

toba, one in Ashern and one in Eriksdale. I drove up
here with my brother and his friends to look over these
two places. A big trip for us was driving 30 miles from
home to Winnipeg. I remember at one point stopping to
check the map to see if we were still on the right road. I
finally made it to the hospital.
I was met by Reg Henrotte, administrator at the time.
He gave me the tour and we had a chat. Then off I went
to Ashern. I was met there by Dr. Steenson. I had two
weeks to decide which place I preferred. I settled for
Eriksdale.
Dr. Paulson and Dr. Fayyaz were on staff. Bonnie
Gibbings, the former lab. tech. had left, so ReneeJohnson
taught me how to take x-rays and Dr. Fayyaz taught me
how to do an EKG(I) and then I was on my own. The

Larry has a son, Ryan (bornJuly 29,l9g2).
Myrtle passed away after a lengthy battle with cancer
on August 11, 1978 and is buried in Abbeville Cemetery.
Clem is retired and continues to live in Deerhorn.

Horace & Heather Hogue
Horace, son of Clem and Myrtle Hogue, was born October 7, 1959 at Briksdale Hospital, His parents farmed in
the La Fontaine and Deerhorn areas until 1966, when
they moved to Rosser, MB. Horace attended school in
Deerhorn, Rosser and Grosse Isle. Returning to Deerhorn
in 1971, Horace continued his schooling in Eriksdale until
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hospital was always running from full to overflowing with
patients. Room six was always full of cribs (six to eight

to Versa Services. Margaret Dowsett became the manager of these services. We had several Christmas dinners at the Legion Hall that she catered via Versa. The

kids), most of them under one. By the time the girls finished changing and feeding them all, it was time to start
all over. DrEayyazleft in the spring of 1972. My work in
the lab and x-ray dept. was totally manual. Wc did somc
chemisÇ tests here, but most were sent away to Winni-

food was always marvellous. She was dedicated and car-

itg'
Whcn Ruth Lindcll rctircd

as hcad cook, wc lost an

other supporter. She'd always be scheming up a plan so
everyone could have a good laugh. Ruth could make
anything taste good; liver was her best. Everyone would

peg.

Dr. Baffsky came in the fall of 1972. The hospital and
the lab were now controlled by the government. Previ
ously the hospital had been under the control of the
United Church recruitment pro$am. Margaret Smith,
Margaret Torgerson, and Beatrice Tegelberg were a few

eat liver if you ever tried hers.

One more person to comment on is DorothyJohnson.

Bvery spring and fall Dorothy would cook a Chinese
dinner for the staff. They were really fantastic.
Over the years many people have come and gone
and each has left their mark in each other's minds and
hea¡ts. The Nurse's Residence has gone now, but the
good times remain that I shared with Laurie Torgerson,
Valerie Bird, Marion Robertson, Helen Melville, Linda
Watson, the three Filipino girls (Evelyn, Reggie and her

of the aides. Renee Johnson, Carol Sherritt, Helen
Melville, Jocelyn Cooper, Kay Forsyth, Hulda Larson
and Marion Robertson were some of the RN's working.
The kitchen staff were: Ruth Lindell, Etta Lundquist,
Linnea Granberg, Dorothy Hay, and DorothyJohnson.
CSR was done by Margaret Dowsett and Doreen
Rutherford. In the office was Valerie Bird. Housekeeping was done by Eileen Andrews. Laundry was taken
care of by Lena Gabel and LilJeffers. Who could forget
our friendly maintenance man, Art Lindell? We also had
candy stripers working. When Dr. Baffsky went on holidays, he had his friend, Dr. David Lintin, come from
England for a few months. We were a close-knit family.
The best part of the year at the hospital was Christmas, We had such wonderful Christmas parties downstairs in the laundry room. Every department had to put

sister).

As a lab. tech. here, I've gone through many staff
members.John Stovin was the fìrst x-ray tech. to work
here in the fall of L972. Geoff Chandler (now in Killarney)

was another one. A few other names to mention: Pat
Pulach, Shauna Danyluk, Shirley Ann Free, Monique
Smith, Shelley Rennie, Sandy Mosolowski (Johnson).
There were m¿ùny others as well that have come and
gone and each still rest in my thoughts.
Now, in 1996 and health reform, we may see the end
of the smaller Lab. and X-Ray units as we know them.

on a skit or a game. The food was ma¡velous. They were

I always enjoyed the Lundar Fair. The hospital always
had a float entered. I did the arranging and Art did the
building. I remember Saturday morning still lining people up as part of our float. Art was always pulling us with
his car. A couple of times he had to stop on the way
down because things had blown off. We always won a
trophy and had a lot of laughs. Everyone had chipped in

Over the years, they have made fine contributions to
the communities in which they exist.
The E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital has always been
a supporter of our community and district. Let's hope
this may continue for many more years.
To all those who have worked here in the past and
those in the present; thanks for all the good times and
the good memories. It's been a very enjoyable experi-

and hclpcd.

ence.

unforgettable.

A lot of our laughs ended when Art Lindell retired.
He always had a joke or a story to tell and of course he
knew so much history of the area that you could sit and
listen to him talk all day. He gave us all so much of his

HUGHSON FAMILY

time and himself.

Craig & Laurette Hughson

Time marched on and with it many changes. The
hospital expanded with the adding on of a personal care
home, doctor's offices and a new kitchen. The housekeeping, laundry and food services were contracted out

Craig, born May I, 1937, is the only son of Elwood and
Muriel (Ctutg) Hughson. Elwood was the oldest of eight
children, born to William John and Susanne (Fallis)
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Hughson. William came to Pilot Mound from
Orangeville, ON. Muriel Craig was the only daughter

River, Wabowden, and Eriksdale, where she graduated.
Karen is presently employed at the Land Titles Office in
Winnipeg. Larry and Karen have two sons;Jay Woody,
born May 2,199I and Max Aaron, born May 14,1994.

of Richard and Elizabeth (Kelly) Craig and was born in
Ridgeville, MB. Craig was raised on a farm in the Pilot
Mound area. He attended school at Floral and Pilot
Mound where he graduated in 1955, and was chosen
class valedictorian. Craig was active in all sports, and in
1963, won a provincial championship with the Pilot
Mound Pilots baseball team. In 1971 he became a manager trainee with Louise Credit Union in Pilot Mound.
Laurette Desrochers, born in Baldur, MB on May20,
1938 is the first child of Leon and lrene (Hacault)

HUSBAND
John & Mabel
John (Jack) Husband was born in Bngland in Oakham
in Rutland. He came to Winnipegin Canadain 1907. He
became friends with some other English people called
Caunts and while with them met Mabel Newnes. She,
with her family had also come from London, England
to live in old St.James in Winnipeg. He saw her singing
in the choir of St. James church and fell in love there

Desrochers. She attended Dry River School from grades
one to seven, prior to moving to Pilot Mound where she
completed high school. After attending summer school
in 1955, she taught grades one to eight for one year in
Dry River School. She then worked for the Toronto Dominion Bank in Pilot Mound until 1958. She met Craig
in high school and they were married in 1957. In 1966
she began working for Louise Credit Union where Craig
was a member of the board of directors.
In 1973 Craig and Laurette moved to Eriksdale and
became manager and assistant manager of Eriksdale
Credit Union. In L977 Eriksdale and Moosehorn Credit
Unions amalgamated and Laurette became Eriksdale
branch manager and Craig became general manager,
the position which he still holds.

and then.

He and Harry Caunt bought farms alongside each
other, four miles outside a village called Briksdale in
about 1910. Mabel and John were married in old St.
James church in Winnipeg in 1913. They lived on the
farm for about eleven years and then moved to the village where Mabel's parents had retired. Also Mabel's
sister and her sister's husband, Templers, lived there.

Kenneth Hughson
Kenneth, first child of Craig and Laurette Hughson, was
born February 19, 1959 in PilotMound, MB. He attended
school in Pilot Mound and Eriksdale, where he graduated. Following graduation, Ken took a course in Brandon and is presently operating an insurance office in
Eriksdale. He has two sons; Adam Craig, born Decem-

7
1:,

ber 17, 1984, and Mark Kenneth, bornJanuary B, 1987.
Their mother is Ellen Brooker.

Larry Hughson and Karen Kelner
Larry (Woody), born in Pilot Mound, March 25, 1961 is
the second child of Craig and Laurette Hughson. He attended school in Pilot Mound and Eriksdale. Following
graduation he attended the U.of M. for 18 months. Larry
and Karen are presently living in Stonewall, MB, in the
house moved from the family farm in Pilot Mound. Larry
is employed by Maple Leaf Construction.
Karen, the second child of Albert and Elsie Kelner,
was born May 5, 196.5. She attended school in Berens

Mabel & John Husband with baby Georgina
My father and mother were very staunch supporters
of St.John's Anglican Church.John was Vicars Warden,
a licensed lay reader, and organist. He was also organist

Their two daughters grew
in
Eriksdale.
In
1954John
and Mabel went back to
up
visit England for the first time since leaving it. He died
at the United Church for years.

+25

shortly after returning to Eriksdale in 1954.
Mabel lived for several years in Eriksdale, visiting her
daughters in Flin Flon and Bermuda in the winters. She
went to live in Flin Flon later to be near Georgina, her
eldest daughter, and died there in 1986 at the age of95.

after finishing high school and then trained as a nurse at

the Winnipeg General Hospital for three years. I went
to Bermuda to nurse inJanuary 1945. I marriedJohn
Mullan an Irishman in the British Army, in December
1945.John and I visited Eriksdale in 1947. While there
John met relatives of people he knew in Northern Ireland. Logans, Houstons, and Allens were some of them.

Michael, our eldest son, wÍrs born in Winnipeg inJuly
1947.

John came out of the Army in Bermuda at this time,
and Michael and I joined him there later. John joined
the Bermuda Police and retired as an Inspector in 1975.
I did 20 years in the Bermuda Health Service. We both
retired in 1975 to live in England on the south west coast
near Western Super Mare. We left two sons and two
daughters in Bermuda. Five grandchildren also live on
that beautiful Island. We visit them almost every year,
but a¡e very happy in the country side of England.

HUTH
lla

Jenníe & Georgina Husband

Ila Boss was born December 13, 1953 to Nick and Elsie
Boss. (See Nick and Elsie Boss). It was ayear of sorrow
and joys in the Weatherburn branch of the family. My
uncleJim Weatherburn, was killed in a tractor accident

Georgina born in 1914, went to Toronto where she
trained for four years as a deaconess in the Anglican
Church. She met and married George Phillips in 1949
and they lived in Channing near Flin Flon. She died in
1965 leaving two daughters, Jean and Ann. Jean married Vern Nystedt. Ann marriedJack Quinn and they

onJune 9. My Aunty May Lee, (Weatherburn) gave birth
to my cousin Earl Seymour onJune 13, and my cousin
Kim Weatherburn was born on August 9.

have two sons.

I

(Jennie) was born

in 1918, the second daughter. I

worked in the local hospital in Eriksdale for two years

Andrea Fairbairn & lla Boss
skate at the carnival ll96Os)

John & Mabel Husband
+26

I lived on the farm until I

was five years old. Then

in

80 term. Carla especiaþ considers Eriksdale home base

I went to school in Eriksdale the following year. Mrs. Louella Brikson was my
first teacher. I enjoyed figure skating as a girl and re1958 we moved to Eriksdale.

member skating a duet with Andrea Fairbairn.

I

and visits her Grandma Boss and the rest of the family
often.

I live in Bruderheim with Brnie Tindall. Ernie and I
have been together since 1982. I have been driving a
school bus for the past five years. Ernie is a heavy duty
mechanic and works in Edmonton.

also

enjoyed a group called Bxplorers led by Bdna Meader. I
was very sad when she left and no one was going to take
her place. Eventually, my sister, Donna, and her friend,
Skip Hallson, led our group along with a nurse from the
hospital, a Miss Isabell Cook. I also took Highland danc-

Sandy Tindall, one of Brnie's two daughters, is living
with us now and is completing her high school and his
eldest daughter, Tracy, lives in Winnipeg.
I enjoy time and visits with my three year old granddaughter, Karli, playing cards and my newest adventure,

ing lessons for awhile and this pleased Grandma
Weatherburn who was Scottish.
In 1969I quit school and went to Winnipeg to take a

golfing.

hair dressing course. In 1970 I married Carl Huth from
Woodridge, MB. We had a girl and a boy. We lived in
Winnipeg until 1980, when we moved to Bruderheim,

AB. Carl, who is an electrician, found work near
Bruderheim. We separated shortþ afterwards but

I

re-

mained living in Bruderheim with the children. Carl lives

and works at

Fort

McMurray, AB.

Carla, born

in

1970,

ma¡ried Kelly Lawson in
1994. They have one
daughter, Karli, born in
April, 1992 and they live
in Edmonton, AB. A second child is due in Decem-

ber, 1995. Kelly works for
Bdteland. Ca¡la works out

of their home selling

Nicky Huth

Four Generations
lla Huth, Carla (holding Karli) Lawson, Elsie Boss

Outfì2.
Nicholas born in 1972,is living in Kelowna, BC. Both
Carla and Nicky went to school in Briksdale for the 1979-

Memories of Yesterday

E.M.C. Memorial Hospital Guíld and Supporters
(Christmas 1994)
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IRWIN
lda
Ida Wilhelmina Marie Anderson was born on August 20,
1901 at Kenora, ON. In 1908 her parents moved to Miami, MB after avisitto their homeland in Sweden. They
lived together on their quarter section until her parents
passed away. Ida was married to Alex lrwinJr' on De-

cember 20, 1931 in Morden, MB. They lived in the
Opawaka district near Miami until the summer of 1953
when they purchased some land at Mulvihill. Later they
sold the land and moved to Eriksdale where Alex died
in 1965. Ida later lived with her good friend, Maggie
Collins, for a number of years and then moved into the
Friendly Villa. From there she moved into the Eriksdale

in 1991.
Ida loved to listen to gospel music aboutJesus and

Personal Care Home

especially enjoyed the tape player in her room. OnJanuary 27 ,1994, Mrs. Ida Irwin entered into the presence of

her LordJesus at the B.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital in
Eriksdale.
She has: one daughter, Marie Kehler, of Eriksdale
(deceased), one granddaughter Eunice, of Gimli, seven
grandsons: Leonard and Arnold of Ashern,Jim and Allan

Herbert & Elsie lves

of Eriksdale, Raymond ofWinnipeg, Lawrence of Arborg

in Toronto. During the war years Elsie moved to Winnipeg to be with her sister Florence and worked as a seamstress for the Hudson's Bay Company.
While working in Canada on a farm Herbert broke
his back. He survived and the only indication of the in-

and Lorne (Julia) of Matlock, two great-grandchildren;
Cole and Mitchell.

IVES

jury was a slight curve in his back. When WWI broke
out in 1914, and Great Britain became involved many
men immediately chose to enlist to help their mother

Herbert & Elsie
Herbert Charles Ives was born in Forncett, Norfolk, England on January 19, 1882 to George and Emily Zoe
(Chamberlain) Ives. He was the youngest child of a fam-

ily of nine. At the

counhy. Their allegiance to Great Britain was very shong.
Herbert tried to join the Canadian regiment but was not

allowed to enlist due to his back injury. He then left
Canada and returned to England and served as a Private with the Hants Unit and Regiment for four years,
1.53 days. Due to an uprising in Lahore, India, the Hants
regiment had to remain on active duty for two years af-

age of 30 Herbert boarded a cattle

ship and worked his way over to Canada. He had
planned to come to Canada aboa¡d the Titanic, and even
had his ticket, but when it came time to board he felt it
was just too crowded.

ter the war had ended before they were discharged' He
was discharged on February 27,1920. Following his dis-

From 1912 to 1914, he worked in Ontario at a steel
foundry, a lumber mill, and a mental instihrtion. It was
during this time that he met Elsie Kate Tänner.
Elsie Kate Tänner was born in Twerton, Somerset,
Bngland on May 25, 1886 to William Alfred and Amelia
(Chapman) Tanner. She was one of a family of six children, three girls and three boys. When she arrived in
Canada in the early 1900's she worked as a seamstress

charge he returned to Winnipeg.
Herbert and Elsie were married on March 2, 1920 at
the Holy Trinity Church in Winnipeg'

Following their marriage Herbert and Elsie came to
the Interlake and set up a homestead on NW 3-23-7W,
Oatfield, MB. These were hard years as they setup their
428

homestead and got their farm established. There were
only the trees when they arrived, so they lived for a short
time in a house about two miles away while they built a
log house to live in.
Elsie continued to use her seamstress skills after she
moved to the area. She knit, crocheted, embroidered and
sewed the clothing and bedding her family needed. She
even returned to Winnipeg for a time after Bill was born
and worked for the Hudson Bay Company so that they
would be able to survive on the farm. Elsie was very
active in the church. She was the president and a life[ime member of the 'Women's Auxillary of All Hallows

Anglican Church at Tennyson.

Herbert and Elsie had two sons, William George
Herbert lves, born on September 30, 1922 and Herbert
Charles lves, born on March 3I,1927,
William (Bill) and Herbert (Bert) grew up on the homestead and worked with their father developing the quarter with a team of horses and much physical labour. They
attended several different one-room country school
houses to receive their educaiion and walked, skied, or
snowshoed many miles to get there.
During WWII Bill joined the Air Force and Herbert
and Bert remained at home to work the farm. Bert continued to farrn the original homestead along with land

IVES

surrounding which he purchased. After the war, Bill went
on to University and has worked for many yeils as an
entomologist for the government. Bill married Marion
Taylor, and they had three children: Bonnie born May

Herbert & June
Herbert Charles (Bertie) Ives was born on March 31, 1927
in the original log home built by his parents, Herbert
Charles and Elsie Kate (Tänner) Ives. He received his
education in one-room country school houses. He started
at South Head School and walked, skied, or snowshoed
four and one half miles to get there. There were no roads
in places and in the spring the water w¿rs very deep. The
ditches were crossed on poles held in place by the older
children. Bertie later attended Little Briton School as
there had been a road built and it was closer. Bertie completed grade eight there, then helped on the farm.
June Grace Mary Gurney was born onJune 30, 1932
in Spy Hill, SK to William George Langton and Annie
Bell (Murphy) Gurney. She came to Manitoba with her
parents from Bear Creek, SK in 1937. She also received
her education at various one-room school houses. After
moving to Manitoba, her family lived on many different
farms until her father became ill with rheumatoid arthri
tis and was paralyzed.June also completed grade eight
before quitting to help at home. She often wished she
had been able to complete high school. She taught her

19, 1953, Marilyn born November 22,1955, andJanet
born March L3,1957.
Bert, my dad, remained on the farm and marriedJune
Gurney. He was an excellent farmer and was very knowl-

edgable about cattle, machinery and building. He was
often called on by the neighbors when a veterinarian
was needed, and he overhauled many of his own tractors and did the required repairs himself.
Blsie Kate (Tänner) Ives passed away in May 1966.

Herbert Charles Ives passed away in February 1976.
Some of their neighbors over the years were: Old BabMr. Babkirk, Mr. Barrett, George Edward, Mabel and
Norman Watson,J. Scott;Jim Russell, Robert and iVlrs.
Daily, Henry and May Babkirk, Abe and Mrs. Petkau,
Alex Michalenka, the Kehler families, Tom Wiscombe,
SimJohnstone, S. Greenwood, Mr. Fritz, and Tom Mason.
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(Þlt, nragrifp tbe Z;ard þirt, me ,
Iet uÅ ex¡lt &ii n*n? togttÍter.

The lves Family
Connie, Kathy (holding Maryann) & Davíd, Paul & Joanne Smíth, Bert & June, Dorrie & Elsie (holding
Gary) Kiesman, Brenda (holding Samuel) & George (holdíng Joshua), John;
Ruth Ann, Herbert, Peter, Lester & Sharon Thiessen, Kirk & Ryan Kiesman, Caleb

29, 1987;Joshua George born April 11, 1989; Elizabeth
Grace born March 29, 1991; and Daniel George born
October 13, 1992. George and Brenda live and farm on
SE 4-23-7W. They quit dairy farming in 1993 and con-

self to play the organ and spent many hours playing for

her own enjoyment and when we had services at our
home.
Bert andJune were married on April 7,1953 and made
the original lves' homestead, NW 3-23:7W, their home.

tinue to raise beef cattle.
Elsie (See Elsie Kiesman)

There they raised their family of eight children:John
Herbert, born April 2, L954; George Alan, bornJune

David married Kathryn (Kathy) Lorene Gerbrandt
from Steinbach on April 9, 1983. He has worked on construction at Steinbach, maintenance at Lac La Biche, AB
and has returned to farm. He worked for a short time at
G,K. Smith & Sons in Eriksdale. He now has a class I
licence and drives semi-trucks for DeFoorts at Ashern in
the busy season. They have five children: Ruth Ann born
February 4, 1984; Herbert Charles born August 24,1985;
Peter William born September 15, 1987; Maryann Rose
bornJuly 26, 1989; and Carolann Rose born April 30,

29,1957;Elsie Grace (Ives) Kiesman, born September l,
1959; David Charles, born

April23,

1961; Sharon

Ann

(Ives) Thiessen, born July 27, 1963;Joy Ruth (Ives)
Watson, born.fanuary 21, 1965;Jo-Anne Christine (Ives)
Smith, born September 5, 1968; and Constance Elizabeth, born May 15, 1973.
John, George, Elsie and David attended Little Briton
School until it closed in December,1967. Then they travelled by bus to Eriksdale. All the children graduated from
Eriksdale Collegiate and continued on to Bible College.
John graduated from Millar Memorial Bible Institute
:rô?e Lr^ i^:-;l
lll IJl u. I ¡ç
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1991.

Sharon worked with the Shantyman Mission for sevo"ol
affar orarlrrafinn frnm Rihle llnllcop She mef
'oo"o
-"^^-Ò
and married Lester Allen Thiessen from Maryfield, SK
on March 3, 1990. Lester works in the construction business. They have one daughter, Brenda Faye bornJune

"'"'"

l\/li"-

sion and went to New Brunswick for two years. He returned to the mission headquarters at Prince Albert, SK
and presently works on maintenance.
George married Brenda Lee Zutz from Ashern on

t2, r994.
Joy married Darius Wade Watson from Eriksdale on
June 21, 1986. That same yearJoy also graduated from

September 1, 1984. They have five children: Samuel
George bornJanuary 2, 1986; Caleb George bornJuly
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Millar Memorial Bible Institute.(See Bill Watson).
Jo-Anne ma¡ried PaulTod Smith from Ashern onJuly
15, 1989. They worked for a short time at Swan River
before moving to Winnipeg where Paul completed a
course on computer programming.Jo-Anne worked at a
doughnut shop while Paul was training. They have two
children:Jessica Blaine bornJanuary 15, L992 and Briana
Louise born December 1, 1993.
Constance (Connie) has worked several summers at
Hilbre Bible Camp. She is now attending Providence
College. She sings, plays piano accordion, piano and
guitar. She toured with the school choir in England in
the spring of 1994 and very briefly got to see the land of
her forefathers. Connie married Christopher Elder on
May 4,1994.
Bert andJune have lived and worked on the farm all
their life. They have seen things change over the years.
Together they saw farming develop from horses to tractors, and impassable swamps turned to roads and then
black top. Bert broke horses, drove a bulldozer, built his
own barn and house, and did his own welding. He wel-

comed the arrival of veterinarians so that he could stop
playing vet. Parkinson's Disease has made it impossible
for him to do much on the farm now and George and
David are starting their own farming operations.
June planted agarden each year, spending many hours

blanching and canning vegetables and makingjams. She
drove a team ofhorses each year on the rake, and spent

many hours on the top of hay stacks building a þerfect
toþ. She also often filled in doing much of the chores
when the guys were unable to be home due to haying or
hunting.

Throughout the years we have seen the Lord's protection.June almost bled to death afterJohn's birth and
Dr. Paulson got fresh blood from Winnipeg for a transfusion. Joy fell off the wagon and it ran over her head
and she survived. The stack mover fell on David's foot
and he only lost a toe and a half.
Bert andJune continue to live in the house that he
built on the farm in 1968 and they are enjoying their
grand-children.

Memories of Yesterday

fug-

Eric Landín, played for Friday night dances at

Lauga Halldorson officially opens the Ebb and
Flow Ferry at The Narrows (August 1957)

Nyland School
431

Through the years that Mrs. Jeffers had the phone
office, she rented space to people requiring a spot to set
up a business or an office. The Department of Agriculture had an office there, Robert Rutherford had his electrician's shop there, and George Cherepak had his barber shop, and gun shop there also. Michael had his first
haircut at George's Barber Shop. At one time there was
a high school classroom there. It was in this classroom,
that GrandmaJeffers taught her first grandchild, Cliff,
his first lessons in phonics.
Charles and Grace had three children:
Katherine (Kay), who after high school, worked for
the Civil Service in Ottawa. In 1948, she came back to
Winnipeg, and trained at the Victoria Hospital as a Registered Nurse. After graduating, she went to Grandview
Hospital, where she later became Matron. She met and
married Fred Lawson. They have six children: Donald,

JEFFERS

Charles & Grace
CharlesJeffers was born in Cumberland County, NS on

July 12,1894. He graduated from Empire Business College in Truro, NS in 1905. Grace Anna Barnes was born
in Cumberland County on February 18, 1889. She graduated from Provincial Normal School in Tiuro in 1911,
After teaching in Nova Scotia for two years, she moved
out west to Alberta, where she taught until she and
Charles were married in Calgary in 1916. After their
marriage, they operated amovie theatre in Camp Hughes
for the soldiers during WWI.
They moved to Eriksdale in 1920. At thattime Charles
was working for the Good Roads Dept. Work was being
done on Broadway, west of Eriksdale. Charles and Grace
had a store in Eriksdale. Later it became Bill Goodridge's
Confectionery.

In

Raymond, LoAnne, Lynn, Allen, and Scott.
Charles (Bud), after high school became a licenced
mechanic. He was overseas with the Canadian Armored
Corps as a mechanic. After his discharge, he worked at
Eriksdale Motors. In he went to Selkirk, MB, to work for
Gordon Motors. He was there until he retired. Bud mar-

1930 they moved to what was formerly

the Co-op Store. Mr..feffers continued to do road work
and Mrs.Jeffers operated the store. It was in this store
that the Manitoba Telephone System set up a switchboard, and Mrs.Jeffers became the telephone agent. She
operated the exchange until she died onJanuary 10, 1965,

ried Ruth Clark in 1972. Ruth nursed at the Middlechurch
Care Home. Bud died in 1990.
Hazen - (See Hazen)

JEFFERS

Hazen & L¡l
I was born November 30, 1923, in the St. Boniface Hos-

Grace Jeffers in front

pital. I gtew up in Eriksdale where I received my education. In 1943, I joined the army and served with the 8th
New Brunswick Hussars in North Africa and Italy. After
my discharge in 1946, I began working for AJ. Smith
and Son Lumber Company. After Mr. Smith's death, I
continued to work for G.K Smith and Sons Ltd. I would
have to write a book in order to be able to tell all the
interesting, funny, and narrowing experiences I had over
the years that I drove a fuel truck, and delivered lumber
up and down #6 highway and the surrounding areas. I
worked for Smiths until I retired in 1983. For twerrl"yorre
years I was custodian for the Eriksdale School and that,
too, would be an interesting story.
My greatest enjoyment was playing hockey. In the
early days, we had to shovel several feet of snow off the
ice before we could play our game. When it came time

of the store (1947)

Our children have many wonderful memories of their
Grandma. Mrs.Jelï'ers will long be remembered tbr her
kindness and her caring ways. There was always someone at the telephone office. People would come in just
to visit, sometimes to change or feed the baby. She went
far beyond what was required of her to help people when
they needed help.
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to hang up the skates, there was curling to take the place
of hockey. In the summer there was hardball. There were

tournaments in most of the towns and we attended most
of them. I have a lot of good memories of those days.

Red and White Store for Lawrence Whitney. Later she
worked part-time at the Post Office. In 1979 she began
working at the Eriksdale Hospital and was there until she
retired in 1986.

busy.

In our community there were always things to keep
I served as a volunteer firefighter for many years,

After graduating from Eriksdale Collegiate Cliff attended the University of Manitoba where he attained his

as well as being a member of the Legion, and serving on
the Community Club board.

Bachelor of Science Honors Degree in Computer Science.
Since graduation he has been employed by the City of

In 1948I married Lilja Olafson. We spent the first five

Winnipeg. Atpresent he is working

years of our marriage living in the United Church Manse.

In 1953 we built

as

Research and Policy

Analyst with the Board of Commissioners. Cliff married
Kim Lavallee in 1989. They have two boys; Benjamin
born in 1989, and Christopher in 1990.
Tim worked on construction after he graduated. Later
he took hisJourneyman Lineman training with Manitoba
Hydro. He was Assistant District Operator at Fisher
Branch and is presently ADO in the Lundar district. Tim
married Linda Duncan in 1987. Linda works at the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. They have two children; Matthew born in 1987, and Shannon in l98g.
After attending high-school Dawn worked for Pioneer

a new home and we have lived there

ever since.
We have five children: Cliff born in 1951, Tim in 1953,
Dawn in 1955, Michael in 1961, and Mark in 1965.

Grain in Winnipeg for three years, She married Ray
LeStrat in 1978. After graduating from Eriksdale Collegiate Ray attended Herzing Institute, where he trained in
Computer Programming. He worked at the University of
Winnipeg as a Programmer for ayear. After several years
working in construction, he trained as a Journeyman
Linemanwith ManitobaHydro. He was working atFisher
Branch district at the time of his accidental death in 1990.
Dawn and Ray have two boys; Evan born in 1980 and
Tyler in 1984.

Mark, Tim, Clíff, Michael, Líl & Hazen Jeffers,
Dawn Lestrat

In 1965 Lil took over the telephone agency after my
mother's death. Lil was expecting ababy in May 1965,
so it was with considerable trepidation that she took on
this responsibility. But with the help of Lorna Anderson,
who had worked for Mrs.Jeffers for many years (Lorna
was also expecting a baby in February), Lil and Lorna
juggled the night shifts. They were able to get the job
done with the help of other part-time telephone operators. In December of 1966 when the Central Dial Office
opened the telephone switchboard was removed. Some
years later Ken Wolfe bought the old telephone building

and turned

it into a restaurant. He called it the Wolfe

Michael & Tracy Jeffers

Den.

When the children were small Lil taught Sunday
School and enjoyed singing in the Church Choir. When
the children were all in school Lil began working at the

Michael graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1979.
Soon after graduating, he began working for G.K. Smith
and Sons Ltd. Michael married Tracy Smith in 1993.
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We are both members of the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 140, and Mark is also the treasurer' I am pres-

Michael enjoys all kinds of sports just like his dad.
Mark - (See MarkJeffers).
Lil and I have lived in Eriksdale all of the forty-five
years we've been married. Looking back we feel that life
has been good to us. Eriksdale has truly been a nice place

ently the secretary of our Nursery School Co-op. In the
summer we both golf in the golf leagues and enjoy working in the yard and garden. Mark enjoys curling in the
winter. Mark is still employerl at Eriksdale Credit Union
as a loans officer, and I am enjoying being a full time

to live and to raisc a fomily.

Mom.
Having tried city life, we both agree that Eriksdale is
home for us, and are glad that we have chosen to live
and raise our family here.

JEFFERS

Mark & Nicole
Mark was born in Eriksdale on May 3, 1965, the youngest son of Hazen and LilJeffers. He attended school in
Eriksdale. While growing up Mark enjoyed all sports,
especially hockey. In his teens he played with the North

JESSAMINE
Gharles & Sandra

Interlake Kings and also got the chance to travel to Sweden to play. Mark enjoyed playing fastball with the Briksdale Outlaws for about ten years and Rec. Hockey with
the Eriksdale Mustangs. After completing grade 12 Mark

Charles, born August 29, 1930; diedJune 29, 1995. Sandra

Gregerson bornJanuary 14, 1950.

My parents were Robert andJoAnn Gregerson. They
were born in St. Louis Park, Minn., USA. My dad was a

went to the University of Manitoba taking Sciences for
one year. Then he attended Red River Community College for

a"

year in Electronic Technology.

In

carpenter and my mom was an accountant. My dad was
in the Marine Corp. He fought in the Korean War and
afterwards he met my mom. He worked as a carpenter/
construction work, got married and had a family.
I came from a family of eight kids; fìve sisters and three
brothers. I am the oldest of the five girls. I was born in St.
Louis Park, Minnesota and when I was two years old we

1986 Mark

began working at the Eriksdale Credit Union as a loans

offìcer trainee.
I (Nicole Paulson) was born in Winnipeg on December 11, 1969, and moved to Eriksdale in May 1977 with
my parents, Gary and Sharron Paulson. At first, being an
only child and living 11 miles from town was not my idea
of fun, but once I met and became friends with our

moved to Spring Lake Park, Minn. The family started to
gïow, so we needed a bigger house. Dad continued to
work as a carpenter. All of us had a good life. We had
Mom and Dad, mostly Mom for suPPort'
I went to school and when I was 12 years old, my
Grandma and Grandpa were running a cafe and I worked
there until I was 18 years old. I graduated in 1968 at Spring
Lake Park High in Minn. I met my husband the last year
I worked in the Cafe. We came to Canada which was his
home. My husband fought in the Korean War and got
out in 1952; got ajob driving truck transport on the highway. When he had time off we would travel. You know,

neighbors, the Engelbergs, I had a lot of company. While
growing up I enjoyed 4-H and fìgure skating. I skated for
ten years and also coached skating in my teens. After
completing grade 12 in 1987I went to the Scientfic School
of Beauty Culture, and received my hairdressing diploma.
After working in the city for one year I developed allergies to the chemicals involved in hair styling and had to
quit. I moved home and Mark and I bought our first house

on Cabrai St., Lot 7, in September 1989.
Mark and I were married August 11, 1990. I worked
in the hotel in Briksdale and took two computer courses'
until I began working part-time as a receptionist in the
doctor's office. I worked there until the birth of our son,
Dylan Michael in Winnipeg on May 29, 1992. Since then
we have been pretty busy learning the art of parenting.
In December 1994 we purchased Art and Lucy Lindell's
property, NW 4-22.5W, and we are enjoying living there.
On December 28, 1995 a baby daughter, Brinn Marie,
was born, adding another dimension to our family.

I've seen more of Canada than I have of the states, but
anyway,I love Canada. I've been mostly in western
Canada.

When it was time for him to go back to the highway,
we decided, that we would settle down and plan for a
family. We settled down and lived in Grand Marais, MB
where my husband was born. His parents were both from
Scotland; his father, Charles F., was born in Glasow and
his mother, Barbara, was born in Edinburgh. They set434

tled in the 1920's and had a family. My husband came
from a family of seven; four brothers and two sisters (two

They ended up in Mulvihill. He had two brothers,
Knut andJohn. His mother died at an early age. I do not
remember her. I heard that she was a very shy person

brothers deceased).
We lived out in Grand Marais, from 1968-1974. We
had tr¡¿o children, BarbaraJoAnn and RobertaAnn. Then
we moved to Winnipeg and worked in a cleaning business. Charlotte was born on February 24,1985 in Grace
Hospital in Winnipeg. When Charlotte was six years old
we moved to Eriksdale, on September 15, 1991 and settled. We've lived here for four and a half years and enjoyed the town. We've met a lot of nice people since we
moved here. When my husband passed away, the people in Eriksdale were a lot of help and support for us.
Charlotte and I plan to stay in Eriksdale for a long
time to come. We plan to be part of the community in
upcoming days. Charlotte is continuing to be in figure
skating and 4-H. I hope to get involved with things in
the community. We really enjoy Eriksdale.

and could not speak English. This would be hard on her
to communicate with people who were not Swedish.
My grandfather ran a livery (what we would now call
a taxi) with the help of my dad and his two brothers.
Dad also hauled fish from Lake Manitoba with their
horses.
He joined the army in WWI. I still have his discharge
papers and a button for fighting in the front lines in

France.

He married my mother Beda Singhild Hallen. Her
parents lived in Winnipeg and then north of Mulvihill.
Her parents were Cristini and Alof Olsen (changed to
Hallen). There were four girls; Beda, Minnie, Alice and
Martha; two boys, Albert and Andy. Eventually her family moved back to Winnipeg. Her father was a carpenter.

Aunt Minnie married Dad's brother, Knut, and Uncle Andy married Lily Carlson from west of Eriksdale.

We had great times in Winnipeg visiting with
Gra¡rdma Hallen. Grampa Hallen passed away before
we got to know him.
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JOHNSON

Andrew & Beda
My father Andrew EilertJohnson, born llllay 21, 1897,
came over from Sweden with his parents at the age of

Andrew (holdíng Víolet), Beda;
Betty, Evelyn, Shirley;
Elsíe Johnson

seven years. On his birth certificate from Sweden, which

I

still have, he was named Andres EilutJonasson. His

father was PeterJonasson and his mother was Anna Lisa

My dad and mother settled two miles north west of
Mulvihill on a mixed farm by Round Lake. They had

Jonasson. They changed their name to Johnson which
most of them did when they came to Canada.
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later did nursing at Eriksdale Hospital. Our supervisor
was Miss Elsie Hunt. She was a great lady. Dr. Paulson
was a great doctor and a great person. I was there four
years. Then I married Thor Sigurdson from Eriksdale.

five girls; Evelyn, Betty, Shirle/, Elsie and Violet. My
mother was a great seamstress. She made most of our
clothes out of dyed flour bags or whatever she had and
we wore them proudly. She knitted all our socks, mitts
and toques. I remember the drindl skirts she made us,

Oul huuse buured rlown when I was only three years
olcl, F,velyn was five years old and Shirley was 20 months,

I still remember it. Mr. Izzard had only one leg. He lost
the other one in the war and he was pumping all the
water while the other men were running with it to put

'*

1

the fire out, but irr vairr. We lost everything except Mom

and Dad's wedding picture and a box of pictures Mom
saved when she ran out.
Our neighbors were Mollersons, a Norwegian family.

t

They had six children. My first school teacher was
Howard Smith and my last was Doris Haney, I went to
school with the Zebraski girls, Virginia and Mary Irene,
the eldest and their brother, Stanley, the youngest, also
Stuyks; Henricka, Eleanor and brother Stanley.
I also went with the Nystrom's; Myrtle and Lorraine

Betty & Thor Sigurdson

were the two oldest girls, then Daphne and Florence,
Evelyn was working in Winnipeg and she married
Dale Linklater. They now reside in Surrey, BC.
Shirley marriedJim White and lived in Atikokan and
raised their family. Most of them still live there with their
families.Jim passed away and then Shirley.
Elsie married Laurie Allen from Eriksdale and later
moved to Mulvihill on our old farm. Then they moved

who was my best friend all through school. We still keep
in touch at Christmas.
My dad was a great horseman. He had the dray, in
which he hauled groceries from the train to the stores.
He also cut ice in winter for the ice houses and trapped
muskrats in the spring. He would take one of us along
with him on his trap lines. My mother used to sell eggs
and butter to the stores and we would pick mushrooms
and berries and sell them to R.B. Boddy who owned the

east of

Mulvihill. Elsie passed away March 27, 1984.

(See

Laurie Allen).
Violet married Ivan Larson from Vogar. They farmed
and fished. They now live in Ashern. She works at the
personal care home and he works for the Forestry De-

General Store.
Mother passed away May 1942. Violet was the youngest at age four; she turned five inJune. We also had our
cousin Judy who was a baby then, daughter of Uncle
Andy and Aunt Lily who passed away at childbirth so
Mother brought her home and took care of her until her

partment in Ashern,
Thor and I lived with his parents. His father passed
away in 1952. Thor took over the farm and we lived
with his mother for six and half years until we built a
small house on the farm. My father passed away in May,

demise. Judy was taken back to Winnipeg with her fa-

ther and sister, Yvonne, who was older. My father raised
us all until we left home.
We didn't have cars or fast food outlets. Our entertainment in winter was playing Fox and Geese, making

1960.

We have five children: Randy, Darryl, Holly, and
twins, Melanie and Miles. We moved back into the old
housc in 1962. Later we sold the cattle and Thor'¡¡ent
building with Eddy Lindell.
Randy playedJunior A Hockey with Dauphin Kings;
Darryl played with Winnipeg Monarchs. We moved to
Stonewall in 1971 to take over Texaco. We later sold to
our two oldest sons, Randy and Darryl. Then we bought
a Flying School at St. Andrew. We were there for almost

angels in the snow', skiing and skating. Summer, we
played ball and horseback riding, canoeing and swimming in Round Lake.
My dad got a job at the Coal-Dock. Later he worked
for the CNR on the track.
My firstjob was working in Sam Lundale's Store and
house, I also helped out at the Post Office occasionally. I
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JOSEPHSON

Norm & Kathy
When I was born at six a.m.,June 10, 1g38, in the middle of the Great Depression, I'm sure that my parents
had no idea that I would make my home anywhere but
in the Interlake.
I, Kathy Watson, was the third child of George and
Dorothy Watson who farmed in the school district of
Scotch Bay.
Times were hard during the dirly Thirties,but as a child

I never went hungry though I may have had to work
hard for my dinner. We had a huge garden and it was
one of the duties of the children to keep it weed free.
Potato planting time was an all day job, as was the harvesting. But we got a day off school to do it. One more
detested chore was to pick off the potato bugs and drop
them into a pail of kerosene.
Meat was plentiful as Dad always butchered a few

Darryl, Randy, Miles; Melaníe & Holly Sigurdson
two years. Thor became building inspector for the South
Interlake Planning Board.
As of now Randy is married, has three boys and lives
in Selkirk. He works for Northern Affairs.
Darryl married Patty Wood from Stonewall. They
have a daughter,Jordyn. Darryl is now working in Alberta for an exploration oil drilling company.
Holly lives on Va¡rcouver Island with Les Welburn
and their son, Ben.
Miles and Melanie bought a fast food outlet in Stonewall called Sigs Grill. He married Tiacy Rothwell from

old sheep, a pig and an old cow. Thagedy struck when
Dad butcheredJessie, a cow that my sister Rosemary and
I considered a pet . We couldn't eat meat that winter, in
case they were trying to feedrlessø to us.
Job opportunities were fairþ slim so in 1950, I followed sister Dorothy to the west. We lived in Penticton,
BC for five years. By this time Rosemary had joined us.
She and I got wanderlust so moved to New Westminster, BC. In 1956, I met and married NormJosephson
having travelled a long way to maffy an lcelander. We
settled in Surrey and raised five children.

Woodlands and they have three boys; Scott, Bradley and
Thor Edward. Thor, born August 14,l994,will now carry
on the family name. Melanie married Michael Selezinka

from Alberta and they live in Bonnyville, AB.
Miles still owns and operates the restaurant. We still
live in Stonewall and Thor's mother is still alive and living in Winnipeg.

,jo,"'::llï,""n
Bjorn G. (Barney) and Gudlaug (Lauga)Johnson moved
to Eriksdale from Vogar, MB, and lived there, in the early
1930's, i.e. between 1930 and 1935, when they returned

.

to Vogar. Barney operated a garage withJack Knox, and
for the last year, rented a fa¡m north of town, from Charlie

Shirley, Sharon, Shelley, Susan;
Norm, Kathy & Gordon Josephson

Johnson.
Their children: Stanley,Jonas, Leslie and Conrad went
to school in Eriksdale during that time. Marvin was born
there, and Ray came later, to make it six boys (no girls).

Susan Marie was born November
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9, 1956, married

meet, and continue on to school. Mom and Alice began

Don Yaciw and they have three children: Dwayne Norman, Rhonda Lynne and Michael Billy.
Shelley Rose, bornJanuary 12, 1958, married Gary
Scott and had four children:Jenny Louise, Christine
Elizabeth, ColinJoseph and Graham Adam.
Shirley Beth was horn September 29, 1959, and married Mitchell Rowe. They have two children, Erin Shirley
and Täylor Mitchell.
Gordon Norman was born October 27,I96L. He and
his friend, Sandra Holstrom, have two children, Ashley

grade nine by correspondence. Alice completed hers.
While riding a horse one day, Mom was thrown. She
was þing on the ground with a broken ankle, I believe,
when Herb and Cha¡lie Watson happened to come along.
f)uring recovery, etc., she fell behind in her studies ancl
did not complete the course. Throughout her life, she
had a passion for learning.
My father received his education in the old country.
He went to school on cross country skis and was quite
an accomplished skier.
Dad was a very skilled craftsman as his many references indicated. He received his carpentry training in
Finland and attention to detail was very important. This
provided training that was not always readily available.
Records show that in 1941, he was a member of the
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners which
he held for several years. I do not know at what time he
first became a member.
OnJuly 26,1946, Sylvia and Eino were married at

and Daryl.
Sharon Anne was born February 10, 1963.

I

lost Norm after 25 years and now live by myself in

Langley, BC.

r

Oshawa, ON. He did a number of building contracts
while in Red Lake, ON. Dad worked as a carpenter/
foreman, and (I believe) Mom worked in the laundry
when they moved to Yellowknife, NWT., for some time.
He worked for a variety of businesses (eg: Sherritt/Gordon mines) as well as private individuals.
They moved to the Scotch Bay district after the death
of Sylvia's father, Matt Matson, to help with the family

I

i
l

I

I
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farm,
Twins, Raymond Roland Wilhelm and Sylvia Linda
Lydia were born at the Eriksdale Hospital on April 5,
1950. Due to complications at birth Raymond sustained

JOY
Eino & Sylvia
Sylvia Matson, who was born on October 11, 1916,
moved from the Scotch Bay area as a young woman.
She worked in the homes of the Eaton and Bain fami-

speech and learning difficulties. The family moved to
Winnipeg so that he could have the advantages of edu-

cation there plus speech therapy. Today he would have
received this education within our local school division.
They maintained the family rooming house until it was

lies, etc. in Toronto, which was an interesting experience.

Pictures of some of the homes reveal a far different life-

style. While away, she met Eino Joy. He was born in
Ikaalinen, Finland as Eino Wilhelm Korkiala, on August
3, 1899. It was always thought that he was born in 1905.
He left home as a teen-ager when his mother re-married. On September 9, 1930 he received his naturalization papers. His surname was legally changed to Joy in

sold. Both children attended Alexandra Elementary
School, where the Winnipeg Convention Centre now
stands.

While we grew up and went to school in Winnipeg,
we visited the fa¡m at every opportunity. I always longed
to go to a country school, even ifjust for a short term. To
this day, I wish I'd been more persistent in my request.
We commuted to the family farm until we moved back
to Scotch Bay, in the late 1960's. Our parents, especially
our mother developed an interest in purebred Ayrshire
which they added to their milking herd.

Ottawa onJuly 1ö, 1937.
Upon moving to NW 2L-21:/W in 1926, Mom went
to Scotch Bay School. She and a neighbor's daughter,
Alice Watson, (later to be my aunt by marriage), became
good friends. They used to walk to school or ride a horse.

Often they would cut across the John Naime quarter,
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Linda & Raymond Joy
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Stanley & Martha Juniper

Our rural phone number was 304-R 31. The numbers 304 denoted the service area. R 3l meant ring 3 - 1.
The telephones had a bell system with a crank. To call to
a different area, one had to call through the Eriksdale
operator, regardless of whether the call was within the
Eriksdale area. To call within the same service area, one
simply made sure that the line wasn't busy. Three full
revolutions of the crank, plus one short one would put

StanleyJames was born in London, England on August
19, 1891. He came to Canada with his parents and fam-

ily in the early 1900's. The story goes that Stanley's father once owned the land on which the HeadinglyJail is
located. He won it in

a

poker game. He sold it and bought

a shoe repair shop on Queen St. in St.James.

On June l, 1913, he married Martha Pommer of
Whitemouth, MB. Martha was born on August 28, 1895
in Mongolia, Rumania of German parents. She came to
Canada on December 2,1907 with her family at the age
of 11. Prior to coming, the whole family spent about five
years in a jail in Russia because of their religious beliefs.
Stanley and Martha moved to Mulvihill on a Back to
the Landdeal. Times were tough and with a growing fam-

the call through to our place. The last two digits denoted

the number and length of turns of the crank. Several
people were on the same phone line, so listening inwas a
common source of news. These telephones were later
replaced by rotary dial phones. The number of people
on the same line was slowly reduced over the years.
Dad passed away on November 20, 1970 at the age of
7l yearc (not 65 years as previously thought).
Mom continued to farm with the assistance of farm
laborers and family members. Though ill, she fulfilled a
long time desire and travelled to visit relatives in Finland. A strong and independent woman, she succumbed
to a rare blood disorder and passed away on I|l4ay 20,
1992 at the age of 75 years.
Raymond has been through a variety of skills training programs. In the early 1970's, he was in a serious car
accident, which left him with a number of injuries and

ily, Stanley went to work

as a

bookkeeper in

in Ontario. He worked there until he

a

bush camp

passed away in

1956. Martha stayed on the farm with the children while
they were growing up. She passed away in 1983.

They had a family of five daughters and four sons.
Their children were:
Winnifred, born August 12, 1915, married Fred Davis
of Fisher Branch. They had two girls, Ellen and Freda.
Winnie, Fred and Ellen have passed away.
Violet, born December 23, 1916, married James
Sanford of Mulvihill. They had one son, Wayne.
Edith, bornJuly 2I,1918, died March 21, 1920.
Dorothy, born April 5,1921, married David Hay of
Hayland. They had no children and are both deceased.
Isabel, born October 20,1924, married William Ford

further speech difficulties. He still lives on the original
site in the house that was built a few years before our
mother's passing.
Linda is married to Ted Watson and they live in Scotch
Bay. (See Ted Watson).

of Mulvihill. Three boys; Stanley, Arthur andJohn.
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she was teaching at Nyland School. They lived in Win-

Stanley, born Octobet 22, 1928, married Ann Tchis
of North Battleford, SK. They have three sons; Kim, Gary

nipeg for two years. Larry worked for the CNR as a heavy

and Lindsey.

equipment operator for

Lawrence (Larry), born March 10, 1930, married Pat
Chambers of Belmont, MB. (See LarryJuniper)'

In 1956 Larry and Pat moved to the farm which they
slowly built up. They bought the Henry Nystrom farm
where Lawrence a.nrl his family now live. They also purchased three more quarters south of Highway 68 west'
When the small school districts closed Larry was one
of the first school bus drivers. At this time the driver supplied his own vehicle. Larry drove from 1971 to 1978. At
this time the division bought large buses and some school

Donald, born March 18, 1931, married Violet Stark
of Lyleton, MB. They had one daughter, Katherine. Don
passed away in 1956 from burns in an accident.
Victor, bornJuly 18, 1934, married Elaine Frosk of
Winnipeg. They had four children: Randy, Robert,
Karcn and Lynda. Vic passed away in 1989.

15

years.

bus routes were amalgamated. Larry was one of the peo-

ple to lose his route.

In

1990 Larry went back to driving

the school buses as a spare and shortly after returned to

full time.

In 1973 Larry and Pat bought the Eriksdale Hotel and
operated it for five years. Many good times and good
friends were enjoyed while there.
In 1980 they sold the farm to Lawrence and Roger
and built a new house on NW 4-25-5W. They run a few
head of pure bred Charolais (Birch Lake Charolais) and
some commercial stock.

Larry was active with the hockey teams when the boys
were growing up and is an ardent fan of senior hockey.
I, Pat, have worked as a cook at various restaurants
and I enjoy curling, quilting and baking for the kids.
We have six sons - Ronald, Kenneth, Donald, Lawrence, Gordon, and Scott. Scott Michae[uniper was born
on May 25, 1964 at Ashern. He passed away I|l4ay 26,
1964. We have 16 grandchildren and one great-grand-

14,

Lawrence & Patricia JuniPer
Larry was born on March 10, 1930. He attended school
at Mulvihill, Hayland and Seven Sisters Falls' While attending school at Mulvihill, he and his brothers were
required to walk the four miles as there were no school
buses in those days.

child whom we enjoy.

Ron Juniper
RonaldJames was bornJune 3, 1956 at the Women's
Pavillion in Winnipeg. He attended school at Mulvihill
and Eriksdale. In his younger years he enjoyed school
sports and hockey. He was unable to stay on the farm

There was always lots of chores to do before and after
school. They had to get the cows home to milk, bring in
the wood, etcetera. The cream was taken into Mulvihill
by horse and buggy and put on the train for shipping. In
the summer they helped put up the hay.
For spencling money they trapped rabbits and sold
them for $1 a dozen. They even bought a bicycle with
the hard earned money.
Larry workecl at various jobs as

due to allergies. He started doing carpentry work for
Hudson Bay Company at Frobisher Bay in the Northwest Territories.

In

1976 he married Deborah

Lower of Lundar. They

had two sons;James, bornJanuary 8, L977 and Ryan,
born December 31, 1980. They have since divorced and
the boys live with their mother and stepfather at Selkirk.
Ron worked many years in the north and in 1988 he
moved to Grimshaw, AB where he was a foreman for a

young man. He was
a pipe fitter at Seven Sisters Power plant. He also cut
cord wood in the bush in Onta¡io and he was a grea'se
a

in Winnipeg.
1953 he bought a half section of land east of
Mulvihill. It was Signar Nystrom's old place. In 1955
Larry married Pat Chambers whom he had met while
monkey at garages

In

construction firm. He resides with his children: Thacy,
also has a
James, Rheanon and Leigh in Eriksdale. He
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daughter Tammy, who lives

in Rainy River, ON

and

has a son Dylan.

Lawrence Juniper

Ken Juniper

Lawrence David was born December 25, 1960 at the
\,Vomen's Pavillion in Winnipeg. He took his schooling
at Mulvihill and Eriksdale, enjoying sports and hockey.
Lawrence worked in Alberta for a short while then

Kennneth Lee was born December 28, 1957 at the Women's Pavillion in Winnipeg. He attended school at
Mulvihill, Birch Lake and Eriksdale. Ken enjoyed school
sports and hockey.

returned to the farm. In 1980 Lawrence and Roger
bought the farm from their parents. Lawrence lives on
the old Henry Nystrom place.
In 1983 he married Valerie Anderstedt of Eriksdale.
That same year the trailer burnt and they built a house.
They operate a PMU business.
They have three children; David, Gregory and
Stephanie. Linda Lindell, a niece lived with them as she
finished her high school. She helped with the horses.
Linda graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1995.

He went to work in Alberta on heavy equipment in
the bush until an accident in 1985 required him to change
his occupation. He broke his neck and after several
months in the hospital and the rehab centre he took a
course in surveying. He now lives in Vernon, BC where
he works for the town.

In

1982 he married Paddy Heath from Grimshaw, AB.

They have three children; Amanda, Kaylea and Scott.

Roger Juniper

Valerie also works at the Eriksdale Personal Ca¡e Home.

Donald Roger was bornJuly 29, t959 at the Briksdale
Hospital. Roger went to school in Mulvihill and Briksdale. After graduation he stayed on the farm. In 1980
Roger and Lawrence bought the farm from their parents. Roger stayed on the old home fa¡m.
In 1981 he married BobbiJoJohnson of Ashern. They
have since sold the fa¡m and have bought the Sharptail
Inn in Ashern. They also have a small acreage east of
Ashern where they keep their horses which they enjoy
riding and showing. They have one daughter, Brette.

Gordon Juniper
Gordon Richard was born December 27, 1962 at t}re
Women's Pavillion in Winnipeg. He took his schooling
in Mulvihill and Eriksdale. He was active in school sports
and hockey.

Gord worked in Alberta and in Ontario in the bush,
cutting pulp. In 1987 he married Celeste Desserre from
Ear Falls, ON. They have two children, Jasmine and
Jinelle. They have since divorced and the girls live with
their mother in Squamish, BC and spend their summer

holidays with their father. Gordon works in the gold
mines at Red Lake, ON.

Memories from Yesterday
lr

John & Mary Kaartinen (c. lglS)
Stoppíng for a drínk at the Eríksdale Hotel
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During that time, Matt worked on the railroad in
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Canada. Before he left he had put an ad in a Finnish
paper, looking for his brother.John must have read the
paper or been told where his brother was because they
were later reunited in Winnipeg in about 1912.
John (See Kaartinen,John and Maija)
Mathew (See Mathew and Hilda)

John & Mathew Kaartinen
The paper read Land for Nothing,

Streeß Paaed

In

Gold!

John born December 24, L884, and Matt born on March
3, 1887, were the sons of Pekko and Helona Kaartinen
(Paakkonen). They were born in Viipuri (said Veperi),
Finland, which is now taken over by Russia. They were
the first generation of Kaartinens to set foot in Canada.
They have two sisters who immigrated to Canada after
them. They ended up in Ontario somewhere but haven't
really kept in touch.

Mary & John Kaartinen with fírst son Walter

John & Maija Kaartinen
Matt, Mary & John Kaartinen (June 1953)

John was born December 24,1884, and baptized February16, 1885. He gained permission to come to America
in 1907. His parents were Pekko a¡rd Helena Paakkonen.
His God parent was Paavo Kaartinen. This immigration
certificate was given on February 16, 1907.
In the fall of 1912John Kaartinen bought NB 12-217W. (Archives info states under date of entry September

Matt andJohn were re-united with their sister Mary,
inJune 1953, when she and her husband visited Eriksdale. They hadn't seen her since they left from the Old
Country some 46 years prior.
John and Mattreceived permission to come to Canada
on August 10, 1907. Matt was 20 andJohn almost 23.
They came over with very little money and probably
only the shirt on their backs.
As the story is told (from one side of the family) the
ship landed on the east coast around Halifax. The brothers roamed around a bit, but then heard there was work
in the south. They headed to Michigan, where they
worked in the ore mines. They were separated for a few
years when they were sent to work in different mines.

18, 1912, and patentJanuary 1, 1913). During the build-

ing of his small log cabin he had an unexpected visitor.
It was a black bear which had entered through the doorway. Upon seeing l"he bearJohu clirnbed hurriedly onto
the attic part of his small cabin. Having no gun with him,
he had no way of scaring off the bear. The bear ate all
his provisions and left. It was three long and hungry days
beforeJohn built up enough courage to come out of the
attic and resume work on his homestead.
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2. David (See David and Dolly).
3. Reino (See Reino).

3

4. Eddy worked as a fìreman on the ships in Nova
Scotia for a short time. Then he went to Ontario, joined
the Seaman's Union and worked as a fìreman on the ships
on the Great Lakes until his retirement. Presently he lives
in Vancouver, BC and is a bachelor. He has made a few
visits up to Eriksdale over the years to visit with the fam-

a

i-

ily.
tI

ß

5. Albert was born in 1921. He worked in a bush camp
in Ontario cutting pulp for two winters. The rest of his

\l

life he spent working on the family farm. He fished with
his brothers, Walter and David. He moved to Eriksdale
in 1970 after he and his brother Reino, had sold the farm
to their nephew \,Vayne. Wayne and Brian built a new
little house for him situated on the lot where Fred Blue
once lived off Highway 68. He continues to live a bach-

George, Eddíe, Reino, Peter, Albert, Dave
& Walter Kaartínen

Having enough of being lonely, he remembered he
had met Maija (Mary) Niemi on the same ship when he
and his brother, Matt, immigrated to America. He immediately packed and headed south to Winnipeg where
he found and married Mary Neimi.
John and Mary moved north toJohn's homestead NB
l2-2I-7W in 1913. Their first two sons ,Walter and David,
were born here. After strugglingwith the heavybush and
harsh elements, they moved to the edge of Lake Manitoba, near the south edge of the Lake Manitoba Indian

elor's life. He purchased the former home of David Larade
and rents it to Kathy Babkirk.
6. Peter born
7.

in

1925.(See Peter and Harriet).

George (See George and Margaret).

Reserve, (NE-5-22-8W). There they fìshed, fed fishermen

and worked for other farmers in the area. Albert, their
third son, was born there in 1921. Being restless they again
moved back to Scotch Bay arca to SW 22-21.:7W where
Peter, their fourth son was born. Still unsatisfied, John
and Mary moved to Longlac, ON where he worked for
the railway; later they moved to New Finland, SK, where
Reino was born in 1928. Finally, in about 1930, they
moved back to Scotch Bay on SW 24-21:7W to stay (the
present farm ofJamie Kaartinen's). Here Edward and
George were born.
With all seven sons, the farm soon was a beehive of
activity. They had several hundred laying hens and eggs
were shipped across Canada. A herd of milk cows and a
large herd of beef cattle provided no time to rest. In the
winter, commercial fìshing added to their work load as
four or five of the sons took to fishing.
John and Mary remained on the farm for the rest of
their lives. Mary passed away in 1958 andJohn in 1970.
Both are buried in the All Saints Cemetery in Scotch Bay.

Walter & Miriam Kaartinen
Walter was the oldest child of Mary andJohn Kaartinen.
He grew up in the Scotch Bay area and received his
schooling at the Scotch Bay School. He worked hard on
the family farm and also found time to do some fishing
and trapping.
When the war came, Walter enlisted with the Royal
Canadian Artillery Canadian Army (active) at Vancouver, BC. He served in the United Kingdom, and Continental Europe. After his discharge from the service in
1947, Walter went to Onta¡io. He found ajob at the Abitibi
Pulp and Paper Co. in Auden.

The children ofJohn and Mary:
1. Walter (See Walter and Mariam).
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Walter met Miriam Forsgren and they were married
onJuly 23, 1948. They bought property outside of Thunder Bay and started a mixed farm. Walter also worked
out at the railway, brush work, hydro, mining and con-

they had five children: Doreen, Wayne, Brian, Cathy and

Lila. In the early 1950's they divorced and Anne moved
to the USA with the three girls. Wayne a¡rd Brian stayed
with David on the Kaartinen farm along with their uncles and grandparents. At the time of this writing; Anne
is still living in the USA. Doreen lives in Colorado, and

struction. They sold the farm h 1975 and moved back to
Eriksdale, They bought property from Dave Burdett south
of Eriksdale down the dump road. Walter worked out
and did some trapping. Walter and Miriam's main interests were

Cathy and Lila both live in Tacoma, Washington. Wayne
lives in Scotch Bay. (See Wayne and Donna). Brian mar-

ried Sue Zroback. They now live in Sechelt, BC. They

their family and garden.

have one son, David. Brian has a hardwood flooring busi
ness and fishes on the ocean.

Mary,

llona, William, Marlene, Alan, Anne;
Walter & Míriam Kaartínen
Sue & Brian; David Kaartinen (1995)

Walter and Miriam later moved back to Thunder Bay
where a lot of their family was located. Walter passed

Dave met Dolly Monkman (4th child of Louise and
John) at a house party in the Lundar area. They went
together for awhile, until David moved to Montreal with
Wayne, Brian and Cathy. He had custody of them and
worked as a carpenter. When he returned, he and Dolly
got back together. Dolly was Catholic and David was
Lutheran. They wanted to get married in the Catholic
Church, but were turned away because David had been
divorced. Dolly was a strong Catholic, but made the decision to leave the church because she loved Dave so
much. They were married in Winnipeg on November

away November 1993.

They were blessed with seven children and thirteen
grandchildren during their 45 year marriage. Their children are: Ilona, Alan, Marlene, Mary, Anne, William and
Carl.

David & Dolly Kaartinen
David was born in October 1918, the second child ofJohn
and Mary Kaartinen. He grew up and worked on the family farm, spending many hours fishing on the lake in the
winter with his brothers.
When WWII broke out, David enlisted with the
Tianscona Horsemen i¡r the Tank Division iu 1939. He
was among the first fighting men who landed on the Sicily beaches. After a two year battle, south of Naples, Italy,
David was seriously wounded. It was another two long
years before he made it back home.
In 1945, David married Anne Kirkness and together

30, 1963.

After their marriage, Dolly and Dave lived in Winnipeg, where Dave was a self-employed carpenter.

Shortþ before the birth of their fìrst son, Dolly went
to stay with her parents in Lundar. They drove her to the
Eriksdale Hospital, where Dr. Paulson delivered Donny
Ross on April 25, 1964. Donny was only a few days old
when Dolly received a call that Dave was in the Deer
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Lodge Hospital with double pneumonia. She hired someone to drive her to see Dave.

veterans pay and widows allowance.

Dolly recalls many good times and memories with
David. If the kids would argue, Dave would say, "Don't
fight here in Canada where it is nice and quiet. Go to

k

Vietnam." She recalls David's experience when he was
injured at war. He was driving the tank with three comrades, when a grenade exploded underneath them and
Dave was the only one to survive. He had left his tank

2&.,2
1.,-"

hatch open and as a result was blown out of the tank. He
was badly injured as a steel pin went through his right
eye, lodging near his brain. His eye was replaced with a

glass eye and the pin stayed in his head, as surgery so
close to the brain would have been too dangerous.

The children of David and Dolly:
Donny received his schooling in Eriksdale and Lundar. He spent a few years working on local farms, before
moving to Winnipeg in 1986. There he worked for
Arnason Industries.
Don graduated from the Reimers truck driving course

Donny; Danny, Dolly & Dave Kaartínen
(Dec. 25, '198'l)
Dollywas pregnantwith their second child when they
moved out to the Scotch Bay area. They bought a house

in

from Edwin Thorgilsson and had George and Wayne
Kaa¡tinen move it by a stack mover. It was set up in

for New Hope and continues to haul thoughout Canada

Margaret and George Kaartinen's yard. Danny Sheldon
was born on October 28, 1965. Dave continued to work
in Winnipeg and came home on weekends.
In the early seventies, they bought some land a half
mile west of Briksdale, (a fraction of SE 5-22-5W). They
moved their house once again by a stack mover and put
it on the basement dug by Risdon Pool.
Being used to electricity it was a long two weeks for
the hydro to be hooked up and when it was Dolly was so
huppy she jumped up in the air and yelled yahoo, only
to slip and sprain her ankle. Dave quit working in Winnipeg and started doing work in the area.
In 1973 they bought the Eriksdale CN Station House
from George Merinick. The building was so sturdy that
it took awhile for Dave and Dolly to take it apart. They
sold some of the lumber and used the rest to build a
garage and add on two bedrooms to their house. The
cargo storage room was set up at the Kaartinen farm
where it became Wayne's workshop and is still in use

He married Marlene Harding from Winnipeg on September 28, 1991 at St. Andrews.
Marlene worked in Winnipeg as a customer service

1991. He drove throughout North America for Sun-

rise Dishibutors for a couple of years and presently works

and the United States.

today.

In the early eighties Dave retired due to illness. He
passed away at the Ashern Hospital on March 2, 1983.

He is buried in the Scotch Bay cemetery beside his parents. Dolly stayed on at their home and was both mother
and father to her sons. She raised the boys on Dave's

Donny (holdíng Holly) & Marlene
(holding Kelsey) Kaartinen (April 1995)
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rep. for North American Trust for eight years. In September 1994 her department was transferred to Toronto.
They lived in Winnipeg before moving to the hailer park
in Lockport where they lived for two years. In 1994 they
moved to a house on ten acres in the Lundar area. They
have two daughters;Holly Ellerr buur Deceurber 31, 1992
and KelseyJean born March 11, 1995. She ha"s been work-

Reino Kaartinen
I was born at New Finland, SK in 1928. It was a Finnish
settlement near Wapella, SK. I was the fifth of seven sons
born toJohn and Mary l(aartinen. (SeeJohn and Mary
Kaartinen).

Albert, my brother, remembers that he went to the
Deerwood School and didn't want to leave when our
pa,rents decided to move back to Manitoba. Our parents

ing as a casual teller at the Eriksdale Credit Union since
August 1995.
Danny received his schooling in Eriksdale, He ha,s
lived and worked in Winnipeg, spending five years of
summers on the Dew Line in NWT, He and Annette

had a chance to buy

a

farm owned by my mother's cousin

but dad missed Lake Manitoba and the fish, so back we
all came. Albert said they loaded all their stock in a box
car and Father rode with the animals making sure they
were safe and fed. Mother and we children rode in a
passenger car. Dad was very proud of his team of oxen
which he had trained himself. Later in Manitoba, some
horse traders carne along and wanted to trade the ox
team for a team of horses. Father refused. However the
next morning the oxen were nowhere to be found. Dad
searched for days all the way to The Na¡rows but did

Tkach have one child,Jade Marie was born on Septem-

ber 18, 1993.

Peter & Harriet Kaartinen
Peter was the fourth child born toJohn and Mary. He
received his schooling in Scotch Bay and grew up there

working on the family farm.
Peter met Harriet Monkman (daughter ofJohn and
Louise Monkman, Lundar) when she worked at the
Kaartinen farm. Harriet cooked and cleaned for the
Kaa¡tinen family; plus looked afterJohn and Mary.
After Peter and Harriet's marriage, they stayed and
farmed on the Kaa¡tinen farm. Later they bought Tom
Surgenor's farm (SW 4-22-7W). They farmed in the
Macross district until Peter's death. Peter passed away

not find them. He suspected the horse traders had taken
them.
I received my education at Scotch Bay School and
later fa¡med with my brother Albert, and fìshed with
brother George. I also did some trapping.
In 1970I moved to the Dog Lake area and bought the
former farm of Norman and Annie Mason and farmed

January 12, 1985 at 59.

A couple of years after Peter's death, Harriet sold the
farm and moved to town. She worked as a dietary/
kitchen aide at the Eriksdale Hospital untilJuly 1995.
Harriet and Peter had four children: Gary, Janice,
Randy and Alvin.
Gary has lived in Winnipeg most of his adult life,

there for 20 years. In 1986, I sold the farm to Bill
Lazarowich and retired from farming. I bought the
George Edward place and have lived there ever since.
In 1993 I built myself a new house nextto the old place'

spending some time in Eriksdale. He has two daughters,

George, born October25, t932, is the youngest of seven
children born toJohn and Mary. George was delivered

George & Margaret Kaartinen

Candice and Taylor.
Janice graduated in Eriksdale and she later married
Brian Appleyard. They have two daughters; Amanda
and Ashley. They live in the Clarkleigh area.
Randy grew up in the area. He had worked on the
Dew Line, but presently works ar¡d lives in Vancouver,

at home in the old log house by Ameilia Ross.

He grewup in Scotch Bay; completing his grade eight'
He and his brothers trapped weasels, squirrel, muskrat
and mink on the way to and from school. They sold the
furs to Henry Richaud at the general store in Deerhorn.

In the late 1940's George bought SW 13-21-7W from
the RM for $50 which later became his home quarter.
At the age of 18, George and Bob Watson left to work
in BC for a year, He came back home to the farm and
fìshed with his brother Reino in the winter for 30 years

BC.

Alvin received his schooling in Eriksdale and Lundar; graduating in 1984. He continued to help his mom
out on the farm until he went to work on the Dew Line
in the NWT. He is presently working and living in Winnipeg.

on Lake Manitoba. George continued to do a lot of trap-

ping.
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at the Lundar Restaurant for nine years. It was while
waitressing that she met George. Margaret moved to
Ninette in 1962. She served in the Sanita¡ium Hospital
Cafeteria for a year and a half. She moved to Winnipeg
and made batteries for flashlights at Ray-O-Vac until the
fall of 1964 when she came to Eriksdale to help take
care of the mink.

George went back to upgrading school in Eriksdale
in 1964-1965. He did quite well.
In 1966 George boughtametal detector. He has found
rings, watches, nickels smaller than dimes, hundreds of
old coins and other things too numerous to mention. It
has turned out to be quite a valuable hobby. One day
George heard voices come on, talking about the weather.
It made him stop in his shoes.
From 1969-1973, the Kaartinens spent their summers

working at Nathan Finkel's farm west of Eriksdale.
Margaret cooked and George worked on the farm along
with other men such asJim Harley, Keith Grey, and
Henry and Walter Brown. In the fall once the field work
was completed, the Kaartinens would move down to
Rosser. There George worked in the Great West Auto
Parts Garage for Finkel. He was a mechanic and also

John, Margaret & George Kaartínen
(July 15, 19641

sold parts.

George worked on the Great Lakes as a short order
cook on the SS Can-A-Dock ship for two seasons. The
ship was hauling ore from place to place. During the
second season, his brothers Dave (deck hand) and Eddie
(fireman) worked there with him.
In 1955 George went to barber school in Winnipeg.
When he completed his course, he came back to Lundar and opened a barber shop for a couple ofyears.
In 1958 George, Ni"ky Boss and Sherdy Smith went
to Thompson and worked atThompson Supply. In 1963
George bought 700 mink. He was in business for five
years, selling pelts to the Dominion Fur Co. The offspring
were killed every fall with cyanide, skinned and shipped
by transfer to Winnipeg. They received $tO - $gO a pelt.
George married Margaret Monkman onJuly 25, 1964
at the Lundar Catholic Church. Margaret, born on November 15, 1935, is the oldest child ofJohn and Louise.
Margaret was raised in the Mary Hill area of Lundar
and received her schooling in Mary Hill. When Margaret
was a teenager, she worked at Arthur Sigfusson's, cooking and milking cows. She went to school from there.
She was a nurse's aide at the St. Boniface Hospital for a
year and then came back to work for Maddie Sigfusson;
cooking, cleaning and taking care of kids. She waitressed

George had his first stroke atage 40 while fishing on
the lake with Reino. He got better, but in 1975 while
working at Snow Lake for Nelson River Construction,
George had a heart attack. At age 46 George had a stroke
on his right side while in bed. Overnight it reversed to
his left side. He spent time learning to walk using that
side and took speech therapy. From 1975-1981 George
was sick. His disability made him depressed because he

couldn't work to support his family. Meanwhile they were

just happy to have him around. George has bounced
back once again arid is his same old pleasant self.
Margaret and George have two children; Mavis (fune
9, 1965) and Michael (July 31, 1971). Mavis was a mem-

ber of the Eriksdale 4-H Clovers and the local fìgure
skating club. She took swimming lessons at Long Point
every summer until she received her bronze medallion;
qualifying her to teach and life guard.
She received her schooling in Eriksdale and Lundar;
graduating in 1984. Mavis worked for Bob Lundale and
L".ky Dollar for one summer and then was hired on at
the Briksdale PCH as a nurse's aide. Mavis met and
married Miles Rutherford on August 9, 1986. They have
two beautiful daughters; Brittney Marie (July 25, 1987)
andJulie Margaret Doreen (November 13, 1989).
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lege

in

1995.

In August 1995 he graduated from small

engine repair.

8ñ

Margaret and George continue to live on SW 13-21-

7W They are busy with their garden and lawn in the
summer and George still gets out on the lake to fish, come

F!

winter. They enjoy getting out to watch locol boscball
and hockey garnes; always making time for their family

E

E

ø

and friends.

Wayne & Donna Kaartinen

ü

Wayne was born

Z)

in

1946 to David and Anne Kaartinen.

He lived most of his childhood years in Scotch Bay, and
this is where he began his schooling. He continued his
education in Eriksdale when the school closed. His bus
driver was George Ashby. At the age of 14 he and a group
of local boys struck off to BC to work in the saw mills.
They ended up in Clinton, BC. This lasted for about six
months. He returned to Manitoba and worked on construction on the Red River Floodway and on building
the Basterville Highway in northern Manitoba. He also
worked in northern Saskatchewan diamond drilling.
Donna Pool was born in September 1948 to Risdon
and Edna (Knight) Pool. She was raised in the Macross
district where her parents farmed the Pool homestead.
As a young girl she was very helpful at home, milking
cows and being a taxi driver for her younger siblings to
and from school, winter and summer with a horse and
sleigh or b,tggy for transportation. She can remember
them stopping by Archie Sturgess's to play in the
snowbanks on the way home and then rushing the rest

tr

F

Míchael, George & Margaret Kaartinen,
Miles & Mavís Rutherford
Mavis and Miles lived in the trailer court in Eriksdale

for awhile before buying a house in Woodlands. While
there, Mavis hired on as a nurse's aide at the Stonewall
Rosewood Lodge and Miles continued to work for CN.
They sold their home; buying a trailer and some land
north of Woodlands. They were there for a couple of
years before buying their present home in Stonewall in
1995. Stonewall was closer to Mavis's work and offered
a good school for the girls,
Mavis continues to work at Rosewood Lodge, but is
taking some night courses to educate herself as an activity director. Miles still has his job at CN, but is now travelling more and working out of province sometimes.
The family enjoy camping and travelling. They try to

of the way because it would be getting dark. She was
veryinterested in figure skating and participated in many
carnivals, A favorite number for her and her partner,
Donna Smith (Boss), was a duet done to the tune of the
Blue Skirt Waltz. Edna made blue velvet skirts for the
girls to wear. Donna was the eldest of seven children.
(See Risdon and Edna Pool).
Wayne and Donnawere married in 1965 and lived in
Powell River, BC from 1965-1971. Two sons, Dean born
June 1966 andJamie born in October 1968, were born
in Powell River.
Wayne took his trade as a journeyman I machinist at
MacMillan Bloedell while in Powell River. Here, he began his hockey coaching career and worked part-time at

spend as much family time together as possible with their
hectic schedules.
As a boy, Michael participated in curling, hockey, 4H and swimminglessons atlong Point. Michael received
his schooling in Eriksdale and Ashern. He graduated
from the mechanic course in Ashern in 1991. In the fall
of 1991 he attended the first semester of aircraft maintenance at the Thunder Bay Confederation College. In the
spring of 1992 he worked for his uncle Leonard Peters,
building houses in Winnipeg and Stonewall. He put in
two years working at the Golas Seed Plant in Fisher
Branch, before attending the Keewatin Community Col-

a tree nursery.

In

1971 they moved back

to Manitoba and bought

the family farm. Wayne fished on Lake Manitoba commercially as well as farmed. (Wayne has fished commer
148

spending time with their grandchildren. InJanuary and
February they travel to the States to sports shows to sell

the fishing trips to their lodge which is called Amik
Lodge.

The children of Wayne and Donna Kaartinen:
Dean worked his way through numerous years of
university in Winnipeg and graduated in 1995 with a
degree in Computer Anaþst Designing. He marriedJoan
Jordan from Darlingford inJune 1995. He is presently
working for Manitoba Lotteries workng with computer
programming.
Jamie took over the farm with his wife Darlene.
Jamie and Darlene).

(See

John was born in 1974. (SeeJohn and Rena).
Lindsay born March 10,1977, completed her education in Gimli and now lives in Winnipeg.

g
John, Wayne & Donna, Dean, Jamíe
(April '15, 1995) (inset Líndsay, 1986)
cially since he was 14). One of the first things he did on
the farm site was to plant rows and rows of trees around
the barren building site, and, as a result, today it has a
dense shelter belt on the north and west sides. In 1974 a
third son, John was born, and in lg78 they adopted a
little girl Lindsay. In the latter years Wayne and Donna
provided a home for numerous foster children.
While living on the farm, Wayne coached hockey in
Eriksdale and Lundar area. He coached the Briksdale
Senior team and also many minor teams. He followed
the original Interlake Kings throughout their school years
and even took them to Sweden in 1981 for ten days. Dean

was 15 and on the team. All three boys grew up playing
hockey and travelled the Interlake and the province every
winter to games, tournaments and playoffs. John still
plays hockey with PeguisJunior ,8.
After farmin g for 2L years, Wayne and Donna bought
and run a hunting and fishing lodge in north west On-

Darlene & Jamie Kaartinen (holding Trofl;

In 1992 they built a new home on NE 22-2L-7W
(the old Scotch Bay Post Office site which was run by
William and Kathleen Price).
In 1993 Wayne got his pilot's licence and flies to and
from the lodge and to its many outposts with passengers
and supplies. During the summer months, they operate
the lodge and fish on the lake in the winter. They both

I,Jamie, born on October 7, 1968, in Powell River, BC,
am the second son of Wayne and Donna. I moved back
to Manitoba when I was only three. I started to play
hockey when I was four and enjoyed it very much. Scott

enjoy helping on the farm when they are home and

LeStrat, who is my age, and I were very good friends all

tario.

Duane (April 15, '19951

Jamie & Darlene Kaartinen
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most of his early life in an arena, first, watching his broth-

our lives. We went to school and played hockey together.
At the age of four I began to drive the tractor on the
farm and I always enjoyed helping with the work on the

ers play hockey, then playing and attending hockey
school during the summers.
John graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in June
1992. He moved to Winnipeg and worked there for two
years. There he met his future wife, Rena Grehan. Rena

farm. At the age of 12 I began to hunt and trap and en-

joyed being outdoors.

In

1986

I

gracluatecl from Eriksrlale Collegiate and

ON onJanuary 8,1974. She graduated in Winnipeg inJune 1991. Rena's parents are Eric
and Gail Grehan of London, ON. Eric is in the Canadian Armed Forces and the family had lived around the
world.
John and Rena were
married in April 1995.
They have one daughter,
Taina born Nlay 17, 1994.
Rena has one brother
Mark, who just recently
moved to the Scotch Bay
was born in London,

worked away in Lake of the Woods at a fishing lodge for
two summers. I attended University of Winnipeg and
then Red River College and worked part-time for a couple of years. In 1988 I started working for Loomis Courier Service in Winnipeg and worked there for five years,
Darlene Ltuz, born on October 4, 197I, in Ashern is
the second daughter of Bdwin and Sandy Lutz of the
Pebble Beach area. She was raised in the Ashern area
beginning school in Ashern. In 1986 she moved to Eriksdale and graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1991.
Darlene went to Winnipeg to work and, here, she and I
began to live together. We were married in August 1992,
on the family farm, by Rev. Ian Manson.
Darlene became a devoted mother to Duane who was
born April25, 1989. Tioy was born March 8, 1993, and
our third child, lent was born inJune 1996' Darlene

area.

John and Rena are part
of the lodge business and
work alongside Wayne
and Donna. John got his

enjoys handicrafts such as silk flower arrangements and

pilot's licence in 1995 and

crocheting.
Darlene and I a¡e the fourth generation of Kaa¡tinens
to farm my grandfather's farm,John Kaartinen Sr. We
run a hog and grain farm that I bought from my parents'
I also commercial fìsh on Lake Manitoba in the winter.

Taina Kaartinen

flies for the lodge.

Matt & Hilda Kaartinen
Matt came up to Canada in 1909 and worked on building the railroad across the Rockies. He worked around
Revelstoke, BC. Matt had a hard life because he could
only write and speak in Finnish when he came across. I
would guess he was taken advantage of; often working

I hope I'm successful at this adventure called, farrning
and that my family is as happy as I, living in the country'

lower wage. Work was very hard to come by, so he
took what he could get. Matt rode the box cars a bit
back then, due to the lack of money.
Sometime in 1912 Matt came to Winnipeg and met
for

'

'/

'l

"

a

up with his brotherJohn. Matt met Hilda Nisula at a
Finnish gathering in Winnipeg. Hilda Rurra Nisula was
born September 1889, in Teuva, Finland. Her parents,
Herman and Freda Nisula, had five children: Hilda,
Saimi,Ilona, Laurie (aboy) and Eili (Mrs. M. Kauppila)'
Hilda arrived in Canada by herself. While still in Finland, her sister llona answered an adverlisement where
someone in Manitoba Canada, was looking for a bride.
The gentleman was offering to pay the way for his brideto-be. Ilona got cold feet about the idea, so Hilda (the
oldest) said she would go. She was supPosed to marry
a¡r older man by the name of Manister. When she ar-

'

John & Rena Kaartinen
John was born in Winnipeg on Octob er 6,1974. He spent
450

ond homestead and received approval on November 2g,
1907. On December 20, 1910, it was recorded that Mr.

K"tght abandoned the quarter because it was swampy
and stony. Before leaving he had stated that there were
improvements of a 14 x 16 house with a l0 x 18 kitchen,
worth avalue of $75. A homestead inspector investigated

the statement and found that there was only a 12 x

14

house worth a value of $20.

OnJuly 21, l9l4 Matt paid the $20 for rhe said improvements. In a letter from Matt dated October 1, 1919
('I
he stated,
want to apply for my patent on my homestead. I have got some horses and stock and some fencing and breaking done and a new house up, as I got
burned out last winter. The number of my homestead is
NB l2-22-8W." They were denied their patent because
they didn't have the required 15 acres under cultivation.
20 head of cattle and a building for their accommodation would be accepted instead of cultivation.

Hilda & Matt Kaartinen (Dec. '16, l912)
rived, she changed her mind and was free.
Matt married Hilda on September 6, L9L2, in Winnipeg. Their date of entry to NB 12-22-8W wasJanuary
11, 1913. Like every other homesteader, they had to pay
a $10 homesteader fee. There is some proof that Matt
and Hilda were on the quarter before their entry date,
because it was at the Scotch Bay Post Office onJanuary
11, 1913, that Matt decla¡ed there were no improvements

1922 it stated that in December 1921 Matt had ten acres

to the quarter.
There were a few others that had set foot on this quarter before Matt and Hilda. On August 19, l905,John

which had been broken and cropped (value $gOO). That
year he had ten cattle, two horses, 18 x 25 log house/
kitchen ($Soo¡, 16 X 20 log stable ($too¡, 14 x 16 log

Froyset (Park River, ND) applied for this quarter.

gïanary ($50); wire fencing ($150) and a well ($too). the
inspector said, "To break 30 acres of prairie is not worth
more than $tgO. ln my opinion, the applicant is entitled
to patent for cultivation duties performed." On December 29, 1924, Matt received his patent.
It is said that Hilda used to go over to Margaret and

Annie, Hilda, Mary & John, Matt Kaartinen
in front of Matt & Hilda's log house
On

Zermund Hankaas paid his $10 fee and gained entry on
September 11, 1905. He abandoned the homestead looking for another. On March 5, L907, Lisgar McNabb applied for entry, but nothing shows he received approval.
Mr.James Knight applied for NE 2-22-8W to be his sec451

a homestead inspector's

report datedJanuary

16,

Albert Kingsley's, so Margaret could help her learn to
speak English. They became good friends.
Quite often Hilda was left at home in the bush with

the children, while Matt went and worked away from
home. The family would have starved if Matt didn't work
out. He had workecl rJrrring harvest for close to two
months around Winnipeg, threshing and even in the San
Antonio Gold Mines, Bissett. One time when Matt was
away) aknock came at the door. When Hilda opened it
she found a tall Indian standing at the door, Hilda was
scared, but all he wanted was a clrink of water.John Paul
turned out to be a good friend of hers. Once when Matt

t'

was away the coyotes got brave enough to look in the
window of the house, and they would often hear brush
wolves in the evening near the house' There was a lot of

witdlife back then when the bush was plentiful on every
quarter.

Matt and Hilda had eight children. A set of girl triplets and another baby died at birth; the other four survived. Their children are: Annie (April9, 1914), Saimi
(August 23, 1915), Alfred (February 29,1920) and Frank
Saimí (13), Frankie

(September 2,1927).

(l ), Freddie

(9), Annie (16)

(Mav '1929)

winter. He
Joe Couhrre taught Matt how to fish in the
learned the skill well and spent many years of his life on
the lake. Matt passed the skill of fishing on to his own
hvo sons when they were old enough. Matt also spent

moved their log house with them piece by piece.
Around 1936 Hilda took sick and was in and out of

time trapping muskrats.
Hilda spent many hours spinning wool they bought
in the a¡ea. She knitted a lot of warm underwear from
this wool. Cooking was done on a cook stove. A good
cook had to be knowledgeable about what kind of wood

hospital in Winnipeg before they found out what was
wrong. (Kidney problems). They never saw her much
when she was in hospital, because they had the farm to
run and she was such a distance away. She requested
that her girls get married before she died and they did.

Hilda passed away at the Winnipeg General Hospital on
June 16, 1938, with Matt at her side. She was forty-eight
years, nine months, and one day old. Hilda was buried
in a cemetery in Selkirk, because they didn't have the
money to bring her out for the burial in Eriksdale'
Frank was the only child at home then. He was sent
to live with his sister for two and a half years during the
school year. In 1941 Frank returned home to farm with

to burn in the stove to get the correct heat to bake.
Together, Matt and Peter Poho cut oak with a rip handsaw making them into oak planks. It was a dirty job because the saw was used vertically. Someone had to be on

the bottom getting all of the sawdust. When they had
cut enough for a wagon load, it was hauled to town and
sold to AJ. Smith, They would borrow Bert Kingsley's
oxen to haul the load. On one trip when Matt was five
to six miles from home the oxen saw a haystack and
headed straight for it. He couldn't get them out by hitting them with a stick so he had to sleep in the hay stack.
The oxen went in the morning.
In L924 the family moved onto NE l-22-8W This had
been Poho's homestead. His DOE was October 22, 1914,
and he received his patent on March 7, 1921' The
Kaartinens moved here because the quarter had a lot of
slough hay, so there was no need to clear bush. They

his dad.

Matt fìshed a couple of days a week by himself always staying close to home in the bay' Matt still had
aoout 40 head of cattle in the baru to feed and the barn
had to be cleaned. Coming into a cold house chilled from
the winter winds, having to make a fire and cook supper

was something Matt did' He would sometimes hire
Levina Sturgess or Emily Lindsay to come to the house
and cook for him. With no wife to help out life contin452

ued to be a hardship for one man.

When Carl was a child, Annie and he stayed one winter
on the farm with Matt and Frank. Tory travelled down
to Ontario where he cut cord wood. That spring they
moved to Vancouver, BC to find work.
Tory worked the majority of his live in the construction business. He was a hard worker; providing well for
his family. He didn't retire until age 70.
Carl and Hilda are not married and live in the Vancouver area. They had lived at home until Annie passed
away on February 24, 1993. Tory passed away the following year inJanuary 1994.

There were no real expenses on the farm then because the land was never plowed to seed grain or tame
hay. Matt owned NE 1-22-BW and had a hay permit for
three other quarters (McNabbs, Couture's and 13).The
home quarter was fenced but the rest of the land up north
was open for the cows to run at large. There were no
herd laws then. The cows were kept over in the night
pasture and let out to graze come morning after milking.
Frank remembers Matt being thirsty all of the time.
He couldn't drive to Eriksdale without stopping at the
Clydebank pump for a drink of water.In the late 1940's,
he was diagnosed with diabetes. He had to take an insu-

Doug & Saimi Smithson

lin injection every morning and be on a special diet. It

Saimi received her schooling and grew up in the Macross

was around 1948 that Matt quit farming. Due to his health

district. She married Armas (Ernie) Hotti on May 14,
1938. They lived in Sherradon, MB for awhile when
Ernie was a miner at the Sherritt-Gordon Mines. He re-

he wasn't able to do the farm work any more, Matt spent
a month and a half

in the Eriksdale Hospital before his

death on August 16, 1953.

ceived $1+ a day which was an excellent wage back then.
There were around 500 people employed by the mine
in the mining town of Sherradon.

Anníe & Tory, Hilda, Carl Anderson

Tory & Annie Anderson
Annie grew up in the Macross district and attended the
Macross School when it was at its old site. Back then
there were at least 30 students and a house on every

Ernie & Saímí Hotti (Jan

quarter. The school was central.
Both Annie and her sister, Saimi, were good friends
with Eili Kauppila (their aunt) since they were around
the same age. When Eili came over from Finland, her
and her husband Marty lived near Matt and Hilda. The
girls took her under their wing and they remained friends

26, 1939)

Saimi and Ernie raised her brother Frank, during the
school year from 1938-1941. They had two children,
Ralph and Frank. When Ralph was four, Saimi stayed
with him on the farm with Matt and her brother Frank.

Ernie went to cut cordwood in Ontario and was back
the following spring. They then ventured to Vancouver,
BC where her sister Annie had moved with her young
family the year before.
Ernie passed away; leaving Saimi and the two boys.
She was force to go out to work to support them.

throughout their lives.
Annie married Tory Anderson on April 9, 1938. Tory
came from the Mulvihill area. His parents had
homesteaded there and he was an only child.
Annie and Tory had two children, Carl and Hilda.
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We were married on September 6, L944. We took up

Saimi met Doug Smithson a few years later' They were
married on March 15, 1965. Doug was in the construc-

farming in the Macross district, having bought Matt
Matson's homestead, NW 31-21-7W. Using only a swede
saw and axe we built our home from logs from our farm.
I cut the logs while Mary skidded them out and peeled

tion business most of his life until retirement. Recently
Saimi and Doug bought a suite in a condominium in
Whiterock, BC.
Ralph is a tcachcr. Hc and Cheryl have two children,
Adam and Allison.

them. Ed Hiebert sawecl the lrrmher for the roof and floor.

The original cost of our home was $200.
We each had our own horse; my dad and Mary's
mother each gave us a cow. Dad gave us another cow
for building his barn. A mower and rake cost us $15.
How times have changed!
We lived in this log home for 26 years and raised six
children. Gloria our oldest daughter, was born at home
with Mrs. Dolly Deverill as attending midwife. Art and
Dolly were close neighbors; better friends one could not

Frank and Barb had two children, Karen and Nicole.
Frank passed away on August 17, 1990 at 40 from a heart
attack.

Fred & Mary Kaartinen
Mathew (Matt) Kaartinen immigrated to Minnesota,
USA, from Berbrali, Finaland about 1909. HildaNausalo
came to Winnipeg from Teuva, Finland, August 10' 1907.
They met and ma¡ried in Winnipeg and came out to

wish to have.
We built a second home

Macross district. Mathew was a fisherman, a farmer, and
also worked in the mines.
Matt Kaartinen, Matt Matson, andJohn Neime, made

their own skis; two pair were made of poplar wood, but
Matt Matson made his from oak. They left home on skis,
crossing Lake Winnipeg to work in the mines in Red

1970 and lost

my bride (19aa).
My fìrst nets were cotton, seamed onto binder twine,
and I made my own cement sinkers. Three nets cost $7.
The nets were loaded on a sleigh and we pulled it by
hand until the ice was thick enough to hold a horse for
transportation. I bought a needle bar. This is used to chip
the ice away, to put the net under the ice. From cotton

winter home arid where Mary came to

Lake. The poplar skis wore out on the way, and the men
had to walk and carry their load through snow to their
knees. Matt Matson's oak skis finished the trip in good

condition. He left his
skis on top of a tall
spruce at Red Lake.

in

in

it to fire in
1974. We spent the next two years recuPerating from our
terrible loss.
We had the fishing equipment that my Dad had
bought for me in 1935. I had built a log shack at Dog
Town in 1934 and lived there while fishing. It was my

homestead in Briksdale in 1913, NE l2-22-8W, in the

as

Mathew passed away

nets, nylon ones were made and now today the boys use

Hilda in 1938.
I'm the oldest son of

plastic nets, costing about $71 each. When I first went
fishing I got three - five cents a pound for pickerel, compared to today's price of $2.50 per pound.
Over the years we kept increasing our cattle herd,
and also bought more hay and pasture land to accommodate the herd. We had a mixed farm, milking cows
for twenty-five years. I bought my first new Ford tractor
in 1950, then traded it in for a newJohn Deere the next
year. Iwas the first farmer in Macross to have bulldoz-

1953;

Mathew and Hilda;
born February29,1920.
I went to Macross school

with Miss Warren

as

my

first teacher. As a young
lad I spent most of my
time helping onthe farm
and fìshing; learning my
father's art of dove-tail-

ing done.
We continued farming until 1984 when we retired.
We have a new home just one mile south (NE 25-2L8W). We continued to fish in the winter with modern
equipment and we are enjoying our semi-retired life' We

ing log building. Mary
Lindsay born to Emily
Lindsay (Ledger), lived
in the Eastland School

have 17 grandchildren and receive a great deal of pleasure from our family.
L Alfred Herman Matthew, born February 9, 1945'
He attended Macross School, and later Eriksdale Colle-

dist¡ict and remained on

the farm after finishing
school.

Fred fishins (1945)
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Education Certificate)June 1989. Shelley teaches elemen-

tary school and is presently teaching and residing in
Carman, MB.
Monica graduated from the University of Manitoba,
June 1990, with her Bachelor of Education degree. She
studied French Immersion during the summers of 1989
and 1990 at the University of Tiois Rivieres and University of Montreal in Quebec. Monica is presently teaching French Immersion at Stonewall Centennial School
arid resides in Stonewall, MB.
Dennis is employed as a pipefìtter with Canadian
National Railways in Winnipeg, and Gloria works at the
Stony Mountain Institution (Penitentiary) as a Personnel

SOth Anniveßary
Rick, Robin, Gloria, Alfred, Melvin;
Holly Ann, Mary & Fred Kaartinen

Offìcer.

3. Melvin Percival Lloyd was born in Briksdale on
December 11, 1949. He attended Macross and Eriksdale
Collegiate. Melvin married Lena Huntley on February
7,1970. They reside in Atikokan, ON. Melvin works for

giate. On August 6, 1965 he married Donna Hallen of

Clinton, BC. They have three children; Darrell Blain
(February 15, 1966); Karen Lynn (October 12, 1968) and
Michelle Holly (December 21, 1972). Alfred and Donna

Ontario Hydro as a linesman and an electrician. They
have three daughters; PamelaJoyce (December 10, lg69);

purchased Ghost River Camp from Ida Pearson (Ledger)

Melannie (June 21, 1971); Marianne (February IL,1974).
Pam married Len Hoey on May 21, 1993. They reside in Thunder Bay, ON. Melannie and Marianne also

In 1985 they added Sturgeon River Camp, which
they still own and operate with their son Darrell.
in

1967.

reside in Thunder Bay. Pam studied social work,

Darrell graduated from Confederation College in
Thunder BayJune 1986, as a Mechanical Engineering

Melannie attained her commerce degree, and Marianne
is working on studies in the geriatric fìeld.
4. Holly Ann is the second daughter of Fred and Mary,
born on November 27, 1952, She marriedJack Peterson
(August 15, 1950) of Oakview, MB on March 15, 1969.
They presently live in Stony Mountain, MB. Jack is a

Technician.
Karen graduated as a Medical Secretary from Confederation College in Thunder Bay,June 1987. She chose

to work in a bank, and is presently a Personal Loans
Officer with the CIBC in Sioux Lookout, ON, Karen
married Kevin Goriak of Sioux Lookout on August 6,
1988, on her parent's twenty-third wedding anniversary.
Michelle graduated as a resident care attehdant February 1994, from Capilano College in North Vancouver.
Michelle married William Schlackl on August 6, 1994,
her parent's 29th wedding anniversary. Michelle and
William reside in Vancouver, BC.
2. Gloria Kathleen was born at home (NW 31-21-7W),
delivered by Mrs. Dolly Deverill, a neighbor on Ma¡ch
14, L947. She attended Macross School and Eriksdale
Collegiate. Gloria married Dennis Conger of Winnipeg
on December 4,1965. They resided in Winnipeg for six
years, and moved to Stony Mountain in I9Tl,where they

steam fitter at Red River Community College and

Holly

is a CMA at Stony Mountain Penitentiary. They have
three children; Pamela (August 3, 1969), lives in Stonewall and works in Winnipeg. Devin (July 30, I972),married Filomena (Lourenco) from Winnipeg onJuly 30,
1994. They are presently living in St. Paul, Minn., USA
where Devin is studying. Lisa Peterson (October 28,
1974), lives at home and works in Winnipeg.
5. Robin married Gerry (Mclnnes) of Sioux Lookout,
ON.(See Robin Kaartinen).
6. Richard married Linda (Grandmont). (See Ray and
Ethel Grandmont).

Robin & Gerry Kaartinen

still reside. They have tr,vo daughters, Shelley Dawn (July
11, 1966), and Monica Marie (June 6, 1969).

Miles Robin Kaartinen was born on February 9, 1957, to
Alfred and Mary Kaartinen in Eriksdale. Robin spent
his first school years at Macross School until it closed in
1967 and finished in Eriksdale Collegiate. After working

Shelley graduated from the University of Manitoba,
June 19B8, with her Bachelor of Education degree. She
obtained her Pre-Masters Degree in Education (Special
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whom to play. After

for afewyears Robin decided to take an electrician course
at Red River Community College in Winnipeg. He com-

a

hard days work, his father
would take the paper and
his tobacco can into the
front room to relax. Frank
was left to amuse himself.

pleted his apprenticeship and obtained his construction
electrician certificate in May 1984. During his apprenticeship, Robin worked in Northern Manitoba and Winnipcg.

In the winter of 1942,
Frank fished with his uncle, Marty Kauppila, for

Robin met Geraldine Anita Mclnnes in Sioux Lookout, ON, when he was 16 years old and had gone to
work for his brother Alfred. Gerry the daughter of Donald
and Irene Mclnnes, was bornJune 21, 1957. She was
raised in Sioux Lookout with five brothers and two sis-

$50/month plus room and
board. Thiti (Bili Kauppila)

looked after Frank like a

ters, and completed her grade 12 there. Gerryworked in
secretarial jobs in Sioux Lookout until she moved to Win-

son. She was his mother's

nipeg where she worked for Pioneer Grain, then CIBC.
Robin and Gerry were married on May 16, 1981 in

youngest sister. Frank

Sioux Lookout. They made their home in Winnipeg,

with his brother Fred, then

where Robin worked as an electrician and Gerry worked

by himself, hiring help

as a secretary.

from nearby Dog Creek.

fìshed for a couple ofyears

Frank was about

On May 15, 1983, Matthew Donald was bom at the
St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. In December 1984
Robin, Gerry and Matthew moved from their house in

16

be-

fore he travelled past the
Macross School, except for
the few times he caught a
ride to town for a day with

Winnipeg to take over the family farm in Eriksdale along
with Robin's brother Richard. Just three months later
on March 18, 1985, their second sonJason Allan, was
born in the St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. On August 20, 1986, the family was completed with the birth
of Steven Miles, at the E.M. Crowe Hospital in Eriksdale. The boys attend Eriksdale Collegiate, and are in-

the cream truck.

Frank,
window

parents in

MattandFrankmilked
a small herd. The cows
weren't holstein; only

scrub cows. No one had purebreds then. Come spring
the cows were thin since they ate only wild hay all winter. In those days, cows were never really sick or died.

volved in the Lundar 4-H Beef Club.
Robin and Gerry, along with their boys, continue to
farm and commercial ice fish with brother Rick, and his

Scours was unheard of.

wife Linda.

Frank & Alice Kaartinen
Frank Herman Mathew was bom on September 2,1927
to Matt and Hilda Kaartinen. (See Matt and Hilda).
Frank attended the Macross School; remembering no
more than a dozen students attending at that time. When

Frank was eight his mother took sick and died in 1938.
That fall Frank went to live with his sister Saimi, and her
husband in Sherradon, MB. He lived there and went to
school for two years, returning home during the summers. Frank had a great time up there, although he wasn't
too fond of school. At the age of 14 Frank knew his father wouldn't make him go to school, so he decided not
to return that fall as planned. His father needed help on
the farm since he was by himself. Frank found it lonely
on the farm, since he was used to so many kids with

Alice & Frank Kaartinen's Wedding
(Dec 16, l95O)
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holstein milk cows from John Deverill. They had a
hereford bull to breed their holsteins. They kept their

As a teenager Frank received one steer a yeff for his
work on the farm plus his room and board. Sometimes
he was lucky enough to get $50 for his three year old
animal. Whenever neighbors were in need of extra help,
Frank was hired on for $Z or $g a day. This was his spending money to buy clothes, etc. Frank hung around with
neighbors' boys on weekends. They hardly missed a

holstein/hereford heifers and gradually had a beef herd.
In 1956 and 1957 Everet Sidwall and Frank sawed
spruce trees with a swede saw from the north bush on
the home quarter. They cut them into lumber with a saw

mill. In 1958 Frank built

barn south east of the house.
It stood empty until the fall of 1959. Frank Malpas and
Frank built a new house (2a$0) and basement near the
barnsite inJune 1959.
Frank and Alice had borrowed $SOOO to build. On
October 7th a two foot snow came. Cousin Larry
Kauppila told them they better get moved into the new
house because of all the snow. Alice said they couldn't
do it today because she was baking bread. Larry told

dance.

In the winter of

in Macross, Frank
was introduced to Alice Oliver. Alice Kate is the fifth
1948 at a dance

child of seven born to Robert and Kate Oliver. She was
born on the farm at Lake Francis on April 19, l928.After
high school she took a permit teacher's training course
and taught at Clydebank School during the 1947-1948
school year.

Alice taught at Clarkleigh (1948-1949). She worked

a

her to take it to Helen and the move was on. They moved
all of the furniture over with the fa¡mhand.

at Zellers in Winnipeg until December 15, 1950. During

this time Frank and Alice kept in touch and visited at

In 1960 Martin Kihn bulldozed around the house yard
and Alice cleaned all the scrub with an axe.
In the mid-1960's the farm was in need of more land,
so they bought the Breton and Mcleod quarters from
Arthur and Dolly Breton. Later in the 1970's when Taiti
and Seta quit farming, Frank took over their crown land
lease. He gained three quarters of swamp and wild hay

Christmas and Easter.
Frank and Alice stood up for Babe and Victor Shrrgess
when they were married. The plan was for the four of
them to get married the same day to save cost, but Alice
had to give notice at work. She and Frank were married
a week later on December 16, 1950 at the Grace United
Church in Winnipeg.
They returned to the farm to live with Matt in the
three room house. There was a kitchen, front room and
a bedroom with two or three double beds. Alice recalls

near Star Lake.

Around 1974 Frank was the first in the area to get a
three wheeler ATV. He used it daily on the farm. He
bought a stock trailer in 1979 since it was hard to get
trucks lined up for the three cattle sales Ashern had in
the year. He was the first in the area to purchase one.
Frank hayed with the kids until they left home. They
made stacks up until then. He now had no one to rake or
cut for him, so he bought a 550 Co-op swather and a
850 New Holland baler in 1981. It was a one man opera-

missingthe handy supply of Coca-Colawhen she moved.
Every winter a different cat outfit came around. Since
19.50 they cleared a bit of bush on the farm every year.
Back then prices were $ 10/hr for a dozer.
Argor Swan and Lorne Miljure were the ones often
called upon when help was needed on the farm or fish-

itg.

tion. They fìnished some calves in their last few years on
the farm. They made a bit, but quite often went in the
hole once expenses were paid.

Frank and Alice continued on the farm after Matt's
death in 1953. Everything was depressed and under water
from 1953-1956. People had a terrible time getting their
hay off. In 1955 they sold some cattle and took the rest
over to Fred and Mary's. They closed up the house and

Alice's father passed away in Kelowna on October
30, 1975 (age 99). In 1982 her mother moved to MB,
living between Alice and her sister Grace, in Marquette.
Kate passed away on February 14, 1985 (age 99).
Frank and Alice have farmed in the Macross district
since their marriage. They spent many hours of labor,
trying to make something for themselves and their family. In November 1986, Frank and Alice retired from
farming and moved to their properùy in Eriksdale (NB
5-22-5W). They built a new house in 1987. Their son,
Craig, and his wife Charlene took over the farm.

moved to Vancouver, BC where Frank's two sisters lived.
Frank worked in a lumber yard and Alice in the Army
and Navy. This was the first time they ever opened up a
bank account. Frank didn't care for the robot Wtyb,
where you are forced to punch a clock. He said he would
rather farm and eat porridge three times a day, than live
that kind of life in Vancouver.
They returned to farming in 1956 and bought some
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Dennis has worked at various construction jobs in
northern Manitoba since the age of 17. He was in the
roofìng business in Edmonton. He has been truck driving for quite a few years, travelling all over the US and
Canada. In that time he drove for Kleysen's for five years
and a couple years at Lake Head, ON.
Dennis has always been a Chevy truck and Harley

Davidson enthusiast. He purchased a new Harley
Davidson in the spring of 1995. Previously he worked
on bikes and owned an older model. Dennis worked on
upgrading his schooling in Cranbrook, taking a nurse's
aide/home attendant course in 1994-1995. He is presently living in Cranbrook, BC, driving for an outfìt there.

Bradley died in infancy on April 4, 1959 at nine
months. He is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery beside
his grandfather Matt.
Craig went to school for one year at Macross. He was
4-H and enjoyed his conservation project
most. Craig played hockey for a few years and obtained
a member of

his hunter safety certifìcate.

Craig, Alice & Frank, Shawna, Dennis

(Sept 13, l9B6)

At the age of 14 he started fìshing on weekends with
his dad in the winter. He worked in the hayfield during

In April 1987 Alice began as a dietary kitchen aide at
the Eriksdale Hospital. She presentþ works there part
time. Alice finds relaxing difficult so she is always doing
something. She fills her spare time with baking, gardening, yard work, etc. She is an active member of the Hospital Guild. Alice continues to devote her life to her family and home, enjoying time with her grandchildren.
Frank on the other hand enjoys a relaxing life. When
asked if he missed the farm when they moved, he replied, "for the first few hours". He spends his time reading, watching the news and conversing in the coffee

his summer holidays, until he finished school. Craig's
schooling was obtained in Eriksdale, with his fìnal three
years in Lundar with the carpentry course. He graduated

in

1980.(See Craig and Charlene).

Shawna received her schooling

in Eriksdale

and

graduated in 1980. She was a member of the fìgure skating club for ten years and spent nine in 4-H. She loved

all sports and received the top female athlete award in
1981. Shawna worked that summer at Havakeen and that

for an intelligent discussion. Frank values the time he

fall started as a teller at the'CIBC in Lundar. Shawna
later advanced to a loans officer. She went for further
schooling in the winter of 1987-1988 for a personal loans
and mortgages officer. She worked in Dauphin and

spends with his grandchildren, since he was working on

Steinbach before landing her present position ofpersonal

the farm when his children were growing up. Frank hopes

banking accounts manager in the Brandon CIBC. She
moved there in October with Martin Hogue. Mart pres-

shops. He is very knowledgeable and always in the mood

to see the day that farmers are finishing their calves on
their own fa¡ms. He ventures out to the farm quite often
and is always willing to share his opinion when asked.
Frank and Alice had four children: Dennis Earl (April

ently works for Paddock Drilling. As a¡r adult Shawna is
still quite involved with sports. Curling, baseball, golf
and tennis take up much of her spare time.

30, 1953), Bradley Stuart (fuly 19, 1958), Craig Ashley
(September 6, 1961) and Shawna Lynn (December 25,

Craig & Charlene Kaartinen

le62).
Dennis received his schooling at Macross and Eriksdale. He was in 4-H the first year it started in 1964 at the
Hartfield School. He suggested "Eriksdale 4-H Clovers"
when the club was deciding on a n¿une. It was chosen.

The Craig Kaartinen family history began on September 13, 1986. It was on that day that Craig Ashley married Charles and Myrtle Freeman's only daughter,
Charlene Marie Freeman.
Their first months were spent in Eili and Marty
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Kauppila's old farm house (NW 6-22-7W), across from
the Kaartinen farm. They had no indoor plumbing and
pumped their water by hand at the well.

be forced out of business by the larger farms. This fact
caused the Kaartinens to panic and sell their 2200 kg of
cream quota in January 1991, while it was still worth

something. The cream shippers (including the
Kaartinens) who sold their quota were upset to find out
that two years later the rules had changed. They were
allowing producers to switch their cream quota over to a
milk quota and sell it on that system. If the Kaa¡tinens
could have had insight on the future and held onto their
quota, itwould have netted them approximately $34,000
instead of the $¿.500 they received.
When the quota was sold, so were some of the 12
holstein cows. The remaining were put into their beef
herd and the fa¡m's nÍrrne now became Star Lake Beef.
Charlene and Craig have raised mainly Hereford and
Limousin cattle. They started farming with the herd Frank
and Alice had built up. Their present herd has been built
by keeping eight to ten replacement heifers a year from
only their top producing cows. Amazingly, they have
found that a cow with a 50-50 cross of Hereford and
Holstein is very profitable when bred to a Limousin sire.
They keep a closed herd and only yearling bulls are purchased off the farm. (A closed herd promotes excellent
herd health and helps prevent scours.)
They have found an organic solution to the minor
scour trouble they did have. There was trouble with the
baby calves eating decomposed manure. They are now

Charlene & Craig Kaartinen (Sept 13, 1986)

fed diatomaceous earth free-choice. This organic material is a natural insecticide that is made of natural skeletons like coral, whose crushed remains consist entirely
of very sharp splinters. The minute crystals scratch the

In November 1986, Cha¡lene and Craig offìcially took
over the Kaartinen farm (NE 1-22-8W) from Craig's parents (Frank and Alice). They named their farm Star Lake

Beef and Dairy; since they owned land near Star Lake,

harmful bacteria in the calves' stomach, aiding in a

raised beef and shipped creâm.

healthy immune system.
Calving is scheduled to begin on Ma¡ch 15th. Presently they calve out 80 head, with a goal of 100 head in
the near future. In the first 45 days, 900/o of the herd has
calved. This helps to ensure that calves are uniform in
size and age when they are sold at the Ashern Auction

Cream was shipped to the local creamery in Briksdale. When it closed, cream was picked up at the farm
by the Inwood Creamery. The dairy calves were pail
fed the skim milk and 20 weanlings were grown to market size on barley, garden tailings and skim milk. The
pigs were sold locally to friends and neighbors for an
extra 2Ocents/lb, above market price. A premium was
paid for the lean meat and added flavor. There was always enough milk for the house and for Charlene's mom
to make cottage cheese.
In 1990 the cream market was becoming unsteady
because free trade was opening up between Canada and
the USA. Discussions at GATT were leaning towards
the disassembling of the cream quota system. With an
open quota system, the smaller dairy herds could easily

Mart.
At fìrst they sold half of their calves in the fall to pay
bills and grew the remaining over winter to sell offgrass
in the late summer. In 1994 they were able to keep the
majority of their calves over winter. This meant no calf
cheque in the fall. Their goal is to grow all of their calves
and fìnish them.

Construction of fences and clearing bush for pasture
will be needed with the expansion of the herd. This will
include hayland seeded down with an alfalfa./timothy
459

ber when fìshing season started. At that time he only
had a skidoo and caboose to fish with, so it was pretty

mixture for winter feed.
They farm 12 quarters of land organically; with minimum tillage a¡rd without the aid of chemical fertilizers.
They do take advantage of decomposed cattle manure.
It's spread on the land with their Belarus manure

cold during mid winter. Craig is a commercial ice fìsherman. From freeze up in November to early March, Craig
can be found on Lake Manitoba. He has invented an
atta,chmentfor his homhardier which makes a,hired man
obsolete. The net winder can pull the net under the ice
for him and pull it back so he can take the fish out. Craig
is a true outdoors man. He enjoys fishing (rod/reel), hunt-

spreader.

In

1989 Charlene and Craig became certifìed members of the Organic Producers Association of Manitoba.
They grow Robert Oats and sell it on the organic cereal

market to Can-Oat Milling in Portage la Prairie. Only

ing and camping.
Charlene and Craig live in the house that Frank and
Alice built in 1959. In the fall of 1994 they doubled the
size of the house (1560 sq. ft.) and renovated extensively.
They are the third generation of Kaartinens to live and
work on that quarter section. Matt and Hilda were the

fresh broken land is seeded.

They are cost effìcient when it comes to operating
their farm business. They buy during specials and Craig
keeps their machinery in top shape. Charlene sha¡es in
the farm work and does the accounting.
Cattle feed through electric fences during the winter.
This means no tractor to start daily to feed cattle, so
money and labor are saved. This way of feeding is
practiced by few; although it is proven to be cost efficient, A 4X4 four wheeler saves a lot of time on the farm.
It is the workhorse on their farm; being used to check
cows in the various pastures, take lunch to the field, etc.
Farming is their main livelihood, but both are kept

first when they moved there in 1924.

busy with a second job. Upon graduation in 1984
Charlene worked as a waitress at Havakeen Lunch and
Tire. Since March of 1987 she works part-time in the
Briksdale Personal Care Home as a nurse's aide.
Since 1991 Charlene has written the Eriksdale news
column for the North Interlake Echo and the Lakeside
Lance. Charlene is an avid photographer a¡rd was a 4-H
leader in photography and cooking for a couple ofyears.

Derek & Ashley Kaartinen (Sept 1993)

She is a member of the Eriksdale History Book Committee and is presently secretary of the Eriksdale School

Charlene and Craig have three talented children.

Advisory Council. Charlene takes pleasure in spending
time with her family, cross stitching and working out-

Derek Dalton was born on February 2, 1990 on his greatgrandfather's (Paul Biy) 80th birthday. Derek's compan-

doors.

ion, Ashley Marie, came along on August 17,

1991.

1980, He worked as a laborer in

CalvinJames arrived onJune 3, 1996. The children en-

Calgary for McEwens and helped build the Calgary Prehistoric 7,oo. He moved home for a brief time, before

joy the outdoors; taking pleasure in the animals and their

Craig graduated

in

surroundings.
One day they will hopefully be standing in the farmyard, discussing the farm and how high cattle prices have

travelling to Snowlake, MB, where he worked above
ground in the mine mill. It was a terrible way to make a
buck so Craig moved to Bdmonton. There he joined the
union and worked for Cana as a laborer in an alterna-

risen over the years.

tive fuel plant.

Craig moved home

in

1982 and met Charlene that

summer. Until their marriage in 1986 Craig worked as a

farm laborer near Lundar for Tommy and Benny
Johnson. He worked on their farm from May - Novem460

which we had bought two years earlier. Four years earlier I had bought a company truck which was sold off to

KALLSTROM FAMILY

employees.

I sold this truck when we moved

back here

and we have never looked back at the rat racein the city.
Kay is a home care worker and we operate a small farm
four miles south of Briksdale. I have been doing carpen-

Gustave & Emma Kallstrom
Mother, Bmma Agnes Monkman and Father, Gustaf,
lived in this area most of their married life. Gustaf

try work in northern Manitoba and in the NWT.

Kallstrom (once spelt Kjlstrom) was born in Westbrook,
Minn. onJuly 3, 1898. His parents Charlie, and Annie,
were of Swedish descent. They emigrated from Stockholm, Sweden.
My mother was the eldest of nine children born to
Peter and Cecelia (Lavallee) Monkman (see l[ to W, p.
578). She was raised on a farm in the Helendale district

Stanley & Lorraine Kallstrom
Stanley was born August 29, 1934 to Gustave and Emma

Kallstrom. He married Lorraine Monkman on April 10,
1958 in St. Olafs Church in Lundar. Lorraine was born
on May 10, 1938 to Dick and Marie Monkman. They
lived on a farm near Deerhorn and had six children.
Stanley and Lorraine's children:

and attended the Helendale School. She married my father on November 17,1925 (see Wto W,p.520).
We lived at Fort Frances for quite some time. Dad
worked for some cons[ruction comparry building highways and was one of the guys on the blasting crew, making for a new highway. He also worked in the pulp wood
business with my uncle Art Kallstrom. They returned to

Ronald born May 4, 1959 attended Deerhorn School
and then transferred to Eriksdale. He married Carol
Klassen on December 2, 1978 in Niverville, MB. They
now reside in Landmark. They had three children: Sherry

born October 29, 1979 and passed away December 14,
1979. Nathaniel born December 19, 1980 and Candice
born April S, 1986.
Ron is a welder and safety inspector on tractors and
trailers at Boyce and Sons in Winnipeg.
Stephan (Steven) was born November 2, 1960. He

this area in about 1946.
My father passed away in 1983 at the Eriksdale Hospital at the age of 85 years. Mother lived at the personal
care home in Eriksdale where she often greeted you with
a smile. She passed away on December 26, 1994 at the
B.M. Crowe Hospital at the age of 87. Both are buried in
the Eriksdale Cemetery.
There were six children in our family: Myrtle mar-

went to Deerhorn School and then transferred to Eriksdale School where he completed his grade twelve. He
marriedJean Earle on March 31, 1983 in Winnipeg. They
reside in Leduc, AB. They have three children: Ryan,
bornJanuary 26, I98l; Adam, born April 14, 1983 and
Brittany, born December 23, 1991.
Steven is a supervisor at the Toronto Dominion Bank.
Daniel (Dan) was born December 2I,1962 and attended Eriksdale School. Dan works as a lumber receiver

ried Clement Hogue

(see Clement Hogue); myself,
Clarence, (see Clarence); Stanley married Lorraine
Monkman (see Stanley); Mary married Rene
Debusschere and Edith married Armand Guillemin,
(they both live in Forget, SK). The youngest, Florence,
married Leo Chartrand of Lundar.

at Loewen Windows and lives in Blumenort, MB with
his fìancee Karen Leitner.
Valerie was born April29, 1964 and attended Eriksdale and Ashern schools. She married Russell Brian
Campbell on August 18, 1984. They have two girls;
tacy-Lee born May 20, 1983 and Tania-Lynne born
April28, 1986.( See Russ and Hertha Campbell).
Dianna (Diane), born September 28, 1965 attended

Clarence & Kathleen Kallstrom
Clarence Kallstrom was born in 1932, the second of six
children born to Gustave and Emma Kallstrom. (See
Gustave Kallstrom).

A little bit about myself: I worked in Winnipeg for a
trucking firm for nearly 15 years. In 1960 I married
Kathleen Walker (seeJames Walker) of Briksdale.
We had two children; Karen born in 1966 and Kevin
born in 1977. Karen lives at Windsor, ON and Kevin
graduated from high school in 1995. In 1971 we adopted
Kelly at only 11 months. He now lives in Winnipeg.
We came out to the Eriksdale district in 1965 to a farm

Eriksdale and Ashern schools. She married Craig
McCartney on February 9, 1991. They have two children;Jesse bornJuly 25, 1991 and Brandy born October
27,1993. They live in Winnipeg.
Vernawas born October 10, 1966 and attended Eriksdale School. She now lives in Toronto, ON.
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Nellie, a wagon and a bobsleigh. Silaer and Nelliewerc
also a big help making hay until they bought a Ferguson

tractor

KAUPPILA FAMILY

in 1950. The Ferguson made farm work

much

easier and was also used for transportation. Behind the
seat on the hitch was a piece of plywood which was made

Marttii & E¡l¡ Kauppila

the last child out of nine children, to Herman and Fredrika

to carry a passenger,
In the four summer months of 1981 Marttii and Eili
went back to Finland for a visit. A chance to go back to
their home town and be reunited with their families was
a real high point in their lives. They had a wonderful
time, but were happy to come back to Macross.

Nisula in Teuva, Finland.
Marttii, Eili and Bili's girlfriend came to Canada look-

bought

Marttii Eili UusiKauppila was born at home March 24,
1904 as the fifth child out of ten children, to Matti and
Severiina UusiKauppila in Teuva, Finland.
Eili Maria Nisula was bornJune 7, 1906 at home as

Marttii and Eili retired in 1968. Their first car was
in 1972, a da¡k green Chevrolet. Then in 1974,

ing for a job and maybe a better life. They arrived in

they moved to the town of Eriksdale.
Marttii diedJanuary 19,1977, and is buried at the cemetery in Eriksdale. Bili still lives today in her home on
4th Avenue in Briksdale at the age of 90 (1996). She still
enjoys her knitting, rug braiding, patch work quilts and
her ll grandchildren and many, many great grandchildren.

Winnipeg October 1926, after 14 days by ship, then three
days by train, from Halifax to Winnipeg. Marttii had
dropped the word Uusi (meaning new) off his surname.
They came to Manitoba because Eili had a sister Hilda,
in the Macross area near Eriksdale, who was married to
Matt Kaartinen. Not knowing the English language Eili
and her girlfriend (who now lives in the US) managed to
find work here and there in Winnipeg. Marttii found work
with the railway mostly in western Canada. They saved
enough money to buy a few milk cows and tried farming
in the Macross area. Marttii married Eili on October 11,
1928. They had two children; Laurie (Larry)John Allen

"Nothing giues me greater joy than when the little hids
out their little arms to giue me a hug and say
It just makes

me

feel

so

me

first,

me

þut
frst.

good"Eili

Larry & Helen Kauppila
Laurie (Larry)John Allan Kauppila was the oldest child
out of two of Marttii and Eili Kauppila. BornJanuary 18,
1929 in the family home which was very common. Mrs.
Matt Kaartinen and Mrs.John Kaar[inen were acting as

KauppilabornJanuary 18, 1929 and Paul (Pinky)Sylvester
Kauppila born on September 17,1931. Both were born at
home. Larry later married Helen Flinta onJuly 17, 1951,
and had six children: Doreen, Brian, Debra, Marty, Lori
and Howard. Paul married Eleanor Pappil onJune 29,

midwives. Mrs. Taylor was asked to come after afew complications. She was known to have more experience. Larry

1956, and had five children: Leslie, Connie andJulie (who

completed his grade seven at Macross School.
Helen Flinta was the youngest child of fìve children of
Stephan and Ann Flinta. Born March 29, 1933 in the family home, with Mrs. Al Ross as midwife. Helen was born
and raised in the Clydebank area and there completed
her grade nine.

are twins), Dawn and Shane.
By milking afew cows theyfound ithard to make ends

meet. So they sold the animals and decided to go with
the Kessmer family to BC in 1935 to look for work. Marttii
found work in a logging camp for 35 cents per hour. They
hved in a boathouse on Vancouver Island. After two years
they saved four hundred dollars and invested their savings into sha¡es for a new sawmill in the a¡ea. Also, he
was promised a job at the sawmill, but the sawmill was
never built and the money was lost.
Picking up the pieces they contiuued workiug aud
decided to come back to Macross in 1940. They bought
one quarter section (NW 6-22:7W) in the area and farmed
there for the next 28 years (1940-1968). They milked 6-8
cows, fed skim milk to a few pigs and fished in the winter. They got around with a team of horses, Silaer and

Larry and Helen were married on July 17, l95l at
Young United Church in Winnipeg. The first three years
they lived in Marrtii and Eili's yard in a granaty which
was soon to be their home.

They bought a farm in 1954 from Dave and Olga
Surgenor in the Macross alea (SE6-221). The one room
school was a half mile east of the farm. During the first
three years teachers boarded there. For years they shipped

cream from milk cows which paid for the groceries. Mom
always had a large garden and the freezer was filled with

with meat. I don't ever remember
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a time where we were

hungry. Dad fished every winter for many years. He
worked away evety summer; anywhere from huck driving to carpentry work. In 1981 dad came home to farm
full time. Around 1968 Macross School closed down and

part-time business called Kauppila Construction. Howard
enjoys nothing better than a good game of recreational
hockey.

all the kids were bussed to Briksdale School.
Larry and Helen had six children.
Their first born was Doreen Yvonne born March 16,
1952.In 1972 Doreen gave birth to a baby girl. With a
lot ofthought and consideration she gave her up for adop-

tion. Later she ma¡ried Edwin Lucier between 1975 to
1983. She worked at Acklands for 18 years and now is a
coordinator and out-reach worker for the North Bnd
\,Vomen's Center in Winnipeg. Her long time companion now is Ernest Wilson.
Brian Laurie was born August 8, 1954. Brian spent
most of his summer holidays at his Uncle Alex and Aunt

Marty & Laura-Lee Kauppila
Marty Steven was born on October 28, 1960 to Laurie
and Helen Kauppila in the Eriksdale Hospital.
Marty is the fourth eldest of the Kauppila kids. Raised in
the Macross area, Marty went to the old country school

(L*ty)

Mary's. He finished his grade 11. Then later he had taken
a diesel mechanics course in Winnipeg. He worked at
various jobs then boughtVic and Babe Sturgess'fa¡m in
Macross. His first companion was Loreena Allen 19771987. A lot of time was spent with her children, Heather
and Scott Lucier. His second companion is Denise
Lavallee and her children:Jack, Randy, Terry and Penny

until grade two, and then completed the rest of his school-

since 1988.
Debra (Debbie) Llmn was born November LI, L957.
Debbie completed her grade 12 and worked at va¡ious

jobs in Winnipeg. She ma¡ried a long time friendJerry
Saunders in 1977 . While living in a small town just outside of Winnipeg called Starbuck, Leslie and Mark were
born. Then a farm in the Clydebank area was bought.
In 1983 we started farming. (See Jerry and Debbie
Saunders).
Marty Steven was born October 28, 1960. He was
given the name from his two grandfathers. (See Marty
and Laura-Lee Kauppila).
Lori Anna Marie was born November 8, 1961. Lori
was named after her father and her two grandmothers. She completed her grade 12 and has been working for the government for 16 years in Winnipeg. Lori's
longtime companion is Brian Sanduliak who is from
Fisher Branch. Lori and Brian have two sons Arron and
Leigh and live in Winnipeg.
Howard Boydwas born November22,L962. Howard
also graduated from grade 12 at Eriksdale Collegiate.
Howard worked also at various jobs but now works in
Winnipeg driving truck for Samborski. Howard has one
childJeremyJohnson with Lorraine who was a companion while still in school. Howard and Marty own a

Laura-Lee, Marty, Courtney & Brogan Kauppila
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where they operate a dairy farm. They have three
daughters: Cheryl, Crystal and Charlene.
Iris Faye lives in Edmonton, AB and is employed by
Kentucky Fried Chicken as Tiaining and Developement

ing in the Eriksdale Collegiate. After graduating, Marty
went out to work at many different jobs before returning
to Eriksdale, and worked at Randy's Redi-Mix.
In 1982 Marty met Laura-Lee Engelberg, second oldest daughter ofSieg{ied andJoanne. I (Lee) was born on
November 20,1964 and raised in the Nord areawith six
other brothers and sisters. I went to school in Briksdale.
Marty and I were married in 1986, and onJuly 21,
1988 our first daughter Courtney Elana was born. Then,
on December 5, 1991 our second daughter Brogan Lee

Manager.
David Neal ma,rried Rhonda Mohr ofJosephburg, AB,
They live on the farm at NitonJunction and Dave drives
transport. They have two sons, Tyrell and Kohl.
Earl Harry lives at Fort Saskatchewan, AB. He is a
welder and volunteer fìreman for county.

was born.

In

1992 we moved out of town to the Clydebank dis-

trict. Marty now works forJerry and Debbie Saunders
on their farm and for their Redi-Mix business; as well as
ice fishing and bulldozing in the winter.
After working many differentjobs in town, I now work
at the hospital in Eriksdale part-time. Courtney went
into grade two this fall and Brogan has to stay home
one more year before she goes. That doesn't go over
so well when her sister isn't around to play with.
In the summer of 1995 Marty and I purchased the
Eric Sidwall farm, and are hoping to sta¡t farming over
there in the near future.

KELL

Fred & Lilly
Fred Kell was born October 24, L923 at home on the
family farm one mile west and a mile south of Camper
His parents, Adam Kell Sr. (1878-1968) and Margaret
Catherine (nee Hindergart) (1888-194I) arc both buried
in Glen Eden Cemetery, Winnipeg. They had been married in Russia in 1908, later immigrating to Canada just
before the Bolshevik revolution.
Fred was the youngest of five children. Mary the eldest, married Morris Thursteen (deceased) from SK, now
living in Vancouver; Molly (deceased 1988, buried in
Dog Lake Cemetery) divorced fromJohn Monk. They
had lived at Camper and raised nine children. Kay mar-

KEHLER

Harry & Elizabeth

riedJack Erhart (deceased) they raised four children
at Camper; now living in Edmonton. AdamJr. married
Dorothy (nee Buffey, deceased), raised two children in
Selkirk, MB. He later married Linnea (Berg) Miller,
widow of Mac Miller.
Fred and his brother and sisters attended school at
Cecil Rhodes School in Winnipeg, Marne School in
Ashern and Deerhorn School. Fred later started farming NW 33-20-5; worked in Alberta, then rehrrned to

Harry was born on the family farm in the Oatfield district. He lived here and received his education at Briton
School. After finishing school he farmed with his mother
and brother.

In 19.58 Harry

married Elizabeth Switzer, who had
been teaching at Briton. After our marriage we moved
to Winnipeg. Harry worked for Canada Packers while I
continued teaching and furthering my education.
In 1963 we moved to the Harry Scott farm onthe Old

the farm.

In

4lShighway. We farmed here and I taught school in Lundar a¡rd Eriksdale.
We sold our farm in 1975 and moved to Ste. Rose du
Lac where I taught for one year before we moved to
Edmonton, AB. Here Harry worked at Northern Alberta
Processing and I was employed by Petro-Canada,
where I worked for 15 years with a transfer to Calgary

in

1949 he married

Lilly Francis Humiski, a school
April29, 1930 in Carman,

teacher who had been born

MB. Her parents were Gregory and Rosolia (Mathieu).
Fred and Lilly moved to NE 32-20-5W in 1952 continuing to farm. They started in the gravel business in
1975. In 1987 they purchased the Eriksdale Tiansfer.
Lilly passed away on March 7, 1993 and is buried in
the Briksdale Cemetery.
The transfer business was sold to his son Ross in

1989.

Harry passed away in October 1988.
We had four children:
Wanda Gayle, married Cyril Paul of Bruderheim, AB,

1995.

On musing about the advantages and disadvantage
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of living on the dividing line between Briksdale and Cold-

well municipalities, Fred concluded that the Deerhorn
Line was like arr unwanted child; for years neither nrunicipality could decide who was going to look after it;
which resulted in long periods of time when it wasn't

-

looked after at all.

Elsie & Al Kelner
The following year they moved to Eriksdale where
they purchased the Albert Lavallee home. Al quit teaching and worked as a heavy-machine operator and later
as a farm machinery salesman

Terry, Les, Ross, Brian, LillV & Fred Kell

for Drabik's of Arborg.

Elsie worked at the Northwinds Restaurant and in L977
was hired by the Lakeshore School Division to teach. Al

The children of Fred and Lilly Kell:
Brian Fredrick born January 1952, in St. Boniface
Hospital; now living in Lundar.
Terrance Bdward Adam born in September 1953, in
St. Boniface Hospital, now living with his partner Linda
in Dawson City, YT.
Leslie Blair born in Eriksdale,January 1960, lives in

was hired as a part-time teacher for grade six, later.

In

Al started a small motor and sharpening shop
in their garage. He bought most of the sharpening machines from Grimur Sigurdson of Lunda¡. About 1980 a
building which was purchased from Hazel Brunen was
1979

renovated and the business was moved to that location.
(See Big Al's Sharpe Shop). InJune 1995 Al retired from
his half-time teaching position and is now working full
time in the shop.
Grant lives in Victoria and Karen (Larry Hughson)
lives in Stonewall. They have two children;Jay and Max.

Winnipeg.

Marvin Ross born August 1962, in Eriksdale, married Leanne Halldorson of Lundar in 1993. They have
two children; Marlie Lillian Frances, born April 14,1993,
and Kelsey Leon Fredrick, born on October 27, 1995.

KENNEDY
Robert & Teresa

KELNER

Al & Elsie
Al and Blsie Miller met atTeacher's College in 1958 and
were married in 1961. They had two children; Grant in
1963 and Karen in 1965.
Al and Elsie taught inJackhead for two years. In 1965
the family moved to Berens River where Al was the principal for ten years. Grant and Karen took their primary
and elementary school years at Berens River. During that
time, Elsie taught part-time and substituted. In 1975 the
Kelner family moved further north to Wabowden where
Al taught ¡çrade five.

Robert Kennedy came to Canada sometime before
1907. He took out a homestead in the Clydebank a¡ea
on NE 25-21:7W.

On May 20,1907 his fatherJames Kennedy, and his
two younger sisters, Annie (Havard) and Elizabeth (Iza
Weatherburn), and many cousins, the Stirlings, left for
Canada. They allwentto Miami, MB to live. Later,James
came to the farm and lived with his son, Robert (Bob).
Sometime during WWI his sister Annie Havard, and
his little nephewJames Havard lived with my uncle Bob,
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and my grandpaJames Kennedy, and kept house for
them while Aunt Annie's husband George, was in the

favorite meeting place for the Kennedys, Havards, Ross
and Whitesides to meet for a social gathering and a game

service.

of cards.
Uncle Bob and Aunt Teresa went to Eriksdale several
times a year and I, the spoilt one, went at least two or
three times with them; that was a lot in those days.
Uncle Bob w¿$ on the school board and served as
Secretary teasurer for a short while. He was instrumental in getting the road built south to his farm; however

Uncle Bob married Nellie Clark from Tieherne in
about 1921.

In

1923 Jarnes

pa"ssed on.

l(ennedy

He was outwork-

ing in the garden and had a
stroke. He died a few days
later. He is buriecl a.t the

Unit¡n Church

aL

Lily

he sold the farm prior to its completion, Later we did
benefìt from his efforts as Nick and I bought the farm
from them in 1946.
The Kennedys moved back to Bngland shortly after
and lived with and cared for Teresa's elderly parents,

Bay

on Broadway. A ma¡ker was
placed there by the family
in about 1983.
In August of 1924 Bob

James Kennedy

the Rydens. Suddenly

1926 he married Teresa Ryden. She had come over

from England to keep house for her brother Cliff Ryden,
They had a very h"ppy marriage, but had no children.
Mrs. May Allen held a shower for Teresa, it was the first
shower held in the Clydebank School.
Uncle Bob and Aunt Teresa were great community
folks. Gresa was a great one to sew and made many

She spoke to the 50th Anniversary gathering of the club

at this time.

In 1970 my dad Bill Weatherburn, and I visited her in
Teignmouth England. Tèresa passed away in February

dresses and pants for the needy in the surrounding districts. She also played the piano and sang and entertained us at social evenings in the Clydebank School.
She helped the teachers with the concerts.
Her generosity included taking care of the senior

1984.

KIESMAN
EIsie

I

I, Elsie Grace, was born on September 1, 1959 to Herbert
Charles andJune Grace Mary (Gurney) Ives at the E.M.

remember that they were short people and that Aunt
Teresa had a little stool for them. They were also buried
at Lily Bay next to their daughter Nellie.
I feel very fortunate to have been able to stay with
them so often. I enjoyed travelling with them with their
horse named Fan and thc buggy. Aunt Teresa attended
the Abbeville Church in Abbeville and we would travel

Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale. I was the third
child in a family of eight and the eldest daughter.
I started my public school education in a one-room
country school called Little Briton. It was located one
and one half miles away across meadows and sloughs.
In the spring it was necessary to walk by the road which
meant travelling just over three miles. I attended this
school until December 1967 at which time we were transferred to Briksdale School. This was a traumatic experience for me, but one in which I learned just how children who transfer during their schooling feel. The rest
of my education to grade nine was taken in Eriksdale.
grades ten to twelve were taken at both Eriksdale and

there with the horse and buggy. They also attended services at Clydebank where Aunt Teresa used to sing.

At the

holidays with them in England.(In the late 1920's the
Harris' had lived in Clydebank, about a mile north of
the school wereJack Ross's mother once lived. They returned annually for summer visits keeping in touch with
their Clydebank friends.)
Teresa came back to Canada for a visit inJuly of 1968,
She was a past member of the Clydebank Ladies Club.

Kennedy.

Clarks who were the parents of Uncle Bob's first wife.

1958 Bob passed away.

time of his death Gladys and Len Harris were spending

and Nellie expected their
first child, but Auntie Nellie and the baby passed away
at the time of the baby's birth, leaving my Uncle Bob
alone. They were buried at Lily Bay next to James

In

in

I also

remember going with them to dinner at many different
places. Some of them were the Gould's, Arthur Watson's,

John Penny's, Julia and Harry Andrews'. I remember
her taking three little dresses to the three little Andrews
girls. She was a great baker and always had gingersnaps
in the house. Our home, the Weatherburn's, was the
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in November 1984.
February 1985, I applied and was accepted for a teaching position at CFS Gypsumville, Pineimuta, MB. In
March 1985, I moved to Pineimuta and started teaching. It was at this time that I met the man who was to
become my husband, DorrieJames Kiesman. Dorrie and

I

were married on October 12, 1985 in Ashern, Mani-

toba.

I continued teaching at the base untilJune 1986 when
I resigned so that I would be able to be home with our
first child who was due in August. The Lord has blessed
us with three sons and a daughter: KirkJames, born in
Eriksdale on August 20, 1986; Ryan Alan, born in Ashern on November 22, L987; Gary Wayne, born in Ashern on November 26, 1989 (our little Grey Cup baby);
and LenoreJune, born in Ashern, Manitoba onJuly 8,
1991.

I

have continued to further my education through

workshops, correspondence courses and have spent some

months teaching but have not worked full time out of
the home since Kirk was born.
Kirk and Ryan attended Eriksdale Collegiate from
January -June 1994, while I was taking
in Lundar.

Dorrie & Elsíe, Kirk, Ryan, Gary & Lenore Kíesman

a

computer course

We have made our home on the original quarter

Lundar due to the two campus/one school program
started by the Lakeshore School Division. In order to
get our diploma we had to travel by bus, depending on
our schedule, to Lundar in the morning and corne back
to Briksdale on the bus at noon, or go to Lundar on the

homesteaded near Moosehorn by Dorrie's great-grand-

father, August Kiesman.

KINGSLEY
Glen & Donna

bus at noon and come back to Eriksdale on the bus after
3:00 pm. Then it was the regular trip to and from school
on the bus. It seemed as though my whole life was spent

Glen Robert Kingsley was born December 16,1942 to
Robert and Ina Kingsley (nee Crozier). He resided in a
log house on SW l3-22:7W until the age of two. At that
time the family moved to NW 7-22-6W into a home

on the bus. After getting home there wasn't time left for

studying as there seemed to be a never ending list of
chores which also had to be done. Tlack and Field, and
Cross Country races were highlights of my school year,
and the trips we took withJohn Forsyth will never be

which had been moved to that location from the
Mulvihill area on skids during the winter. He received

forgotten.
After graduation from Eriksdale Collegiate in L977,1
went on to Millar Memorial Bible Institute where I received a Diploma in Biblical Studies graduating in 1980.
It was then back to the family farm for ayear. This was a

his education, grades one to ten, at the Clydebank School

very enjoyable year. I was my own boss. I knew what
work had to be done. I had a great time working with

farm. Winters saw him fishing and trapping with his dad.

the cattle and dogs.
September 1981, I went to Brandon University where
I received my Bachelor of Education degree, graduating

for a while at the St. Boniface Water Tieatment Plant. In
the early 1960's he was employed with Comstock. He
worked on hydro lines around Stonewall and from Ash-

and the rest at the old Eriksdale School, now the
Lakeshore School Division offices.
During his childhood years, he belonged to the Poultry, Dairy, and Potato 4-H Clubs. He also helped on the
After high school, Glen went to Winnipeg and worked
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ern north to Grand Rapids erecting towers and tightening the lines between them. In the fall of 1964 he was
employed with A. A. Electric in Chicago,Illinois, USA
where his job was building power and street lines and
maintaining these systems. He worked there until the
spring of 1967. The late 60's he again worked for
Comstock as an erection foreman on lines running from
Cedar Lake to Overflowing River and a¡ound The Pas
in Manitoba, and in Ontario, from Atikokan to Thunder
Bay and around Douglas Point. Through his years working out, he would often relurn in the spring and the fall
to help his Dad with the farming. In the mid 1970's he
returned to Eriksdale to farm with his dad.

with their community. Glen has served on the board of
the Eriksdale Credit Union. Donna is a member of the
Clydebank Ladies Club and has been involved with the
Figure Skating Club, and the Great Northern Interlake
Festival of the Arts. They both enjoy curling. The family
is also involved with the Eliksdale United Chulch.
Glen and Donna have two children, Brian Glen born
May L2,1981, and SandraJean bornJanuary 28, 1984.
Theyboth attend Eriksdale School. Brian enjoys hockey,
curling and badminton. Sandra. enjoys her figure ska.ting in the winter and all kinds of sports at school. They
are both members of the Lundar Beef Club.
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KINGSLEY

Robert & lna

Donna, Sandra, Glen, Brían; Robert Kíngsley

Robert Walter Kingsley was born on August 6, 1908 at
Poplar Point, MB. He was the fifth son of Albert Kingsley
and Margaret Täit. When Robert was three years old
they moved to the Macross district in the Interlake. When
Robert became of age he went to school at Macross
School where he met a blend of many children from
different cultures. The majority of the people were Scottish, thus the school was called Macross.
As Robert grew up he learned how to fish on Lake
Manitoba and also obtained some land in the district of
Clydebank. In the summer he fa¡med and in the winter
he went to Dog Creek to fish. This trend continued even
when he married Ina Elizabeth Crozier on October 6,

On October 20, 1979, Glen married DonnaJean
Laing, the eldest daughter ofJohn andJean Laing (nee
Oughton), of Lilyfield in the RM of Rosser. Donnawas
born April 1, 1949. She obtained her elementary education at Phipps School and high school at Stonewall Collegiate, After attending the Universities of Winnipeg and

Manitoba to obtain her BA and Education degrees, she
taught at Ashern Central School from the fall of 1971
until February 1980.
Glen and Donna established their home on SW 1822-6W and operated a mixed farm with grain, hay, and
beef cattle. Through the years they have been involved
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1937. Robertwas now twenty-nine years old and Inawas
twenty-four. She had lived in the South Head districtwith

her parents William and Lavina, and brother Leslie. She
had an older brother Frank, but he was killed in an hunt-

KINKEAD FAMILY

ing accident at the age of fifteen.
Like Robert, Ina did not go to school beyond grade
eight. Making a living was the most important thing.
Before her marriage, Ina had worked in Winnipeg for a
short while as a cleaning girl. When she married she like
so many others became aworker of the fields, cow milker,

William & Audrey Kinkead
Bill was born in May 1930, only son of William and Elizabeth Kinkead of Argyle, MB. He grew up on the farm
and attended Brant Argyle School.

Audrey Rothwell was born in April 1933, the eldest
daughter of Ben and Clara Rothwell who farmed at
Argyle, MB. Audrey attended Brant Argyle School and
took a business course in Winnipeg.
In May 1952,we were married in St. Oswalds Anglican Church, Atgyl".We lived and worked in Winnipeg
the first year. In May 1953 we bought our first home in

gardener and housekeeper. She said many times that she
didn't like the winter move to fish at Dog Creek. All the
cattle and belongings had to be bundled up to go to Lake

Manitoba. This practice stopped when their first child,
Shirley, became of age for school. Evenhrally they moved
from alittle house on the shores of Pine Lake to the house

'Warren,

that is now know as the Kingsley home.
Shirley Katherine Kingsley was born on August 4,
1938, Glen Robert on December 16,lg42 and Ethel Ina
on Septemb er 7 , L948. Robert fished on the big lake for
more than twenty years. When this practice finished he
devoted himself to full time farming. He practiced mixed
farming and when his son grew older he took over the
farm. The farm was a family business. Everyone had a
chance to milk cows or work in the fields.
During his adult life Robert was a councillor for the
RM of Eriksdale, a School Tiustee for the district of

MB. While in Warren, Ben was born October
In November 1955
we moved to a farm at Argyle and here Kevin was born
in Ma¡ch 1957. Robert (Bob) was born in October 1962.
1953. Fairlie was born August 1955.

Ben, Fairlie and Kevin attended Little Argyle School (one

room school) until it closed and they went to Warren
before moving to Eriksdale where they attended Briksdale School. Bob also received his education at Eriksdale School. We moved to a farm at Eriksdale the spring
of 1966. We resided on the farm until 1980.
Scottwas born in September L974.He attended Eriksdale School and graduated from Ashern Central in 1992

Clydebank, on the Board of Directors for the Co-op
Store, and on the Board of the United Church. Robert
and Ina, along with other neighbors, were instrumental
in starting the Eriksdale Bvangelical Free Church. Ina
was active in The Clydebank Ladies Club. One thing
that stands out in my memory of the farm was that another person, whether the Watkins' man,Jehovah Witness, friend or neighbor, they were always welcome at
their table.
Ina passed away October 27, 1990. Robert passed
away in September 10, 1995. Glen Kingsley now farms
the land with his wife Donna and two children, Sandra
and Brian. Shirley marriedJohn Sigurdson in 1958 and
lives in Winnipeg. They have three children; Brent,
Dawn andJohnJr. Brent married Kim Klassen and has
two sons, Charlie and AJ. and a daughter, Katie. Dawn
has a son named Bric. Ethel married David Barton and.
has two children, Connie and Matthew. Altogether,
Robert and Ina Kingsley have seven grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Bill and Smokey
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Scott, Clint, Tammy, Patti and Amanda have all
achieved to Brandon 4-H Finals for the Midnight Riders
4-H Club.
I still reside in my house in Mulvihill, enjoying my
family and grandchildren who are all nearby.

- the top Power Mechanic student. He works for North
Central Fa¡ms & Garden, Fisher Branch,

In 1980 Bill took on the job of training

horses and

drivers for carriages in Assiniboine Park. He drove for
weddings, special occasions, sleigh rides, etc. We moved
to Ilc dcs Chenes to be near the horse barns. In November 1982 Bill passed away suddenly. Our family moved
us back to be with them at

Ben & Debbie Kinkead
Ben is the oldest son of William and Audrey Kinkead.
Ben was born in Winnipeg on October 9, 1953. He was

Mulvihill.

educated at Little Argyle School, Argyle, MB.
He moved to Eriksdale with his family in 1966, where

they operated a beef and dairy farm north of Eriksdale.
Ben and Debbie Windross were married October 28,
1972 on Ben's Grandma and Grandpa Rothwell's 40th
anniversary. Debbie is the youngest daughter of May
(Toppitg) and George Windross of Lily Bay. Debbie was

born and raised on the family farm with two sisters and
three brothers. She attended school atLily Bay and Eriksdale School.

Ben and Debbie fa¡m 6,5 miles north-west of Briksdale on NE-15-22-6W. With their three children, they
own and operate a mixed farm of beef, hogs, horses and
grain.

Their oldest son Clint, was born on May 20,1975 at
Ashern. He loves horses, riding in rodeos and has worked
in Fisher Branch as a mecha¡ric. He obtained his education in Eriksdale and Ashern School where he gradu-

Debbíe, Clint, Scott, Fairlie, Val;
Bob, Cindy, Patti, Amanda, Tammy, Charlene;
Jennifer, Benjamin Jr., Holly, Ben (holding
Charissa), Kevin, BrandY;
Audrey (holding Sydney), Lacy, Kevin Jr.

In October

ated from grade 12 onJune 28, 1993' He is now working

on a beef ranch at Peonan Point, MB.
Their daughter Tämmy was born on May 30, 1978 at
Arborg, MB. She enjoys riding horses and competing at
horse shows throughout the summer months. She owns
and has trained her own quarter horse. She is in grade

1972 Ben and Debbie (Windross) were

married. (see Ben Kinkead).
In November 1980 Fairlie married Cindy (Burdett).

ten at Eriksdale Collegiate.When she graduates she hopes

to attend Olds College on Horsemanship in Alberta.
Their youngest son Benjamin, was born on May 20,

(See Fairlie Kinkead).

In September 1978 Kevin married Cha¡lene (Godfrey).
(See Kevin Kinkead).
In August 1988 Bob married Valerie (Postlethwaite).
They farm anrl run a horse feed lot at Eriksdale' They
also train horses and show Appaloosas. Bob works for

1985 in Winnipeg, on his brother's tenth birthday.
Benjamin is quite the little man helping out on the farm,
trying to become a mechanic like his dad and brother'
His pleasant personality has made him many friends.
He is very quick to tell his mom how to drive a tractor or

the Dept. of Highways and Val for the Credit Union.

do this or that like Dad does. He also is an enthusiastic
horse lover. He also hopes to ride in rodeos and take
over the family farm.
Ben is presently working at Ashern as a mechanic.
Debbie has worked at the Eriksdale Hospital for the last

They have two girls: Lacey and Sydney.
All the grandchildren except Clint and Sydney ride
the big yellow school bus to Eriksdale. Sydney is only a
year old.
Horses are a main family interest. A lot of family
members are on rodeo boards, show horses at fairs and
horse shows. Scott and Clint ride at rodeos.

12 years. Together with their family they enjoy family
gatherings, being together, sharing ideas and going horse
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Fairlíe & Cindy Kinkead
Marie was born. Also in March of 1984 Cindy's nephew,
Ronald Larson moved in with them to be classifìed as
their only boy. With the increase in family Fairlie started

his own business; Kinkead Contracting. While Fairlie
worked away, Ron and the girls helped Cindy around
the house. Cindy then started working part-time at Pine
Thee Restaurant. On December 2, 1987, they moved from
Mulvihill to NW 25-22-6W in Eriksdale.
On Decemb er 12, 1987, their youngest daughter,
Brandy Melissa, was born.
On October 9, L994, Ron married Lynette Klement.
Over the years Fairlie continues to do well in construction and in the winter, skids and cuts wood. Cindy
has held various jobs from waitressing to coaching in
skating and gymnastics.Jennifer, Charissa, and Brandy
all go to Eriksdale School.Jennifer is currently working
at Pyne Cone Restaurant part-time. She is also involved
in the Tiail Busters 4-H Club, fìgure skating, and helps
coach gymnastics. Charissa is involved in the Lundar

Ben, Clint, Debbíe, Tammy,
(inset) Benjamín Kinkead

All three children have their yellow belts in
karate, also have been in 4-H Light Horse and Pony for
10 years. Debbie has been a 4-H leader for 11 years, and
also competed on the Interlake team for the Manitoba
Summer Games in 1993. Clint a¡rd Tâmmy have competed in Brandon on the 4-H Provincial team. The family has hosted a student fromJapan for two weeks and
hope to host again in 1994.
Good luck to the future of Eriksdale.
back riding.

Beef 4-H Club, and also figure skating. Brandy is involved

Fairlie & Cindy Kinkead

in the Trail Busters 4-H Club, fìgure skating, gymnastics,
and is also learning to play the piano. Ron has moved to
Mulvihill to start his life with his wife, son and daughter.

Fairlie Wray, who is the second oldest son of Audrey
and Bill Kinkead of Eriksdale, and Cynthia Gail Burdett,

Kevin & Gharlene Kinkead

who is the youngest daughter of Fjola andJoe Burdett of
Lundar, were ma¡ried on November 8, 1980.
At that time Fairlie was running his own business
putting siding on homes. Then on October 21, 1981 their
oldest daughterJennifer Lee was born. To be closer with
his family Fairlie started to work for Williment Construction, on a full time basis.
On March 14,1984, their second daughter Charissa

Kevin is the third born son to William and Audrey
Kinkead (See William and Audrey). Kevin was born in
Winnipeg on March 14,1957. He was educated at Little
Argyle and Eriksdale schools. He moved to Eriksdale
with his family in 1966 where they operated a beef and
dairy farm north of Eriksdale.
Charlene Godfrey, born February 13, 1958, is the third
daughter of Don and Peggy Godfrey (See Donald and
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Amanda Kinkead

Holly Kínkead

Kevin & Charlene Kinkead
enjoys her horses especially her best friend, Beau. She is

Margaret Godfrey) in Ashern. Charlene was educated
in Mulvihill, Birch Lake and Eriksdale. The first school
bus was actually an older Plymouth car driven by Bill
Ford. That was in 1964. Art Dowsett drove next and continued to be the bus driver until Charlene graduated in
l977.He drove a van with seats around the outside and a
row up the middle and it was always very crowded.

also a member of the

Midnight Riders.

Holly was born onJanuaty 28, 1983. Holly is in
grade seven (1995) and she,

too, loves horses and is a

until she was married, a year later.
Kevin and Charlene were married on September 30,
1978 by Rev. Cliff McMillan in the United Church in
Eriksdale. They have lived on SE 20-22-5W ever since

member of the Midnight
Riders. InJanuary 1995 she
was given a two year old
horse by Ed and Judy
Watson. This horse was
doomed for the fox farm.
She called the horse Mav-

they were married.

erick.

Charlene worked at Canada Photo after graduation and

KevinJuniorwasborn on
June 16, 1986. Kevin has a love for hunting. He also

Kevin worked for BACM after he quit school at an
early age and continued with them until 1980 when he
started carpentry. At present he has his own contracting
business and is working for Northern Stores.
Charlene is presently working in the restaurant at the

started 4-H this year (1995) with Midnight Riders.

KIRBY

Eriksdale Hotel.
They have three daughters and one son:
Patricia (Patti) was born on December 28, 1979. She

is presently in

Doug & Lorette
19B6 Lorette Lamoureux, daughter of Vic and Doreen
Lamoureux married Doug Kirby of Lundar, son of Norman and Donna Kirby.
We bought a mobile home and set it up on a part of
the NE quarter of 30-21-4E, which was a field and pasture at the time. It had originally been the homestead of
Rene Veautrin.
Lorette began working at Eriksdale Credit Union in
1984 as a teller and Doug worked for Ken Lindell as a

In

grade

eleven and she enjoys
horses in a professional
manner. She has belonged

to the Eriksdale Midnight
Riders for the past eight
years. Since 1993, she has
competed annually in the

4-H Provincials at Brarrdon, MB.
Amanda (Mandy) was
born on November
16,1980. She is presently in
Pattie

Kinkead

Kevín Jr. Kínkead

carpenter.

In

1988 our son Shawn was born.
Doug began working for Marand Enterprises doing
heating and ventilation in 1989.
1991 saw the birth of our daughter Brandy.

grade nine (1995). She also
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In

1992 we decided to build our house as Doug had

experience in both carpentry and heating which could
save us from having to hire a contractor. We spent many

early mornings and late nights pounding nails, but it was
well worth it because it was sixty-one days from the day
we dug the basement until we moved into our completed
home.

One month later Doug started his new job, head custodian at Eriksdale School.

An addition to our family came in

Bill Kittle, Ruth, cousin Kenny, Aunt

1993 when two

Dorothy,Harold, Mildred Kittle

beautilul little girls came to live with us. Their names are
Ebony and lvory. The girls are African pygmy goats who
are 18 inches high and weigh a mere 25 lbs. They are
the perfect pets for our small family.
In 1996, our second son Devan was born.
We enjoy camping in the summer, hockey and curling in the winter.

Mildred's father and sister Dorothy, became part of
the family here as well. They now lived in the Nyland
School district # 1525. Nyland was mostly

a

Swedish com-

munity of hard-working, funJoving people, and the best
friends and neighbors one could wish to have.
After experiencing the open prairie and dry conditions, so much wood and the sloughs full of water, it
seemed like a dream come true to Bill. But then the snow
melted away, they saw the stones. What a shoclqhaving
come from an area where you couldn't find a rock if you
needed one! Bill had been told at the time of the land

K¡TTLE

William & Mildred
William Burchel, known as Bill, was born in Chesterville,
ON,January 2, 1896; the youngest son ofJohn and Susie
(Waller) Kittle. Bill had one brother, Jim, and two sisters, Maymie (French) and Bertha (Hoskins).
The family left Chesterville about 1904 to farm in
Coleville, SK. InJune 1917 Bill and Mildred were married. Mildred Sweetie was born in Springfield, ND, April

sale there were a few stones, but

with the piles of stones

around he assumed mostwere picked. He decided these
neighbors werelazy farmers destroying their machinery
going over the stones. The family got to picking and pil-

ing stones. He would show these Swedes! After days,
months, arid years, he realized he would nothave enough
land to put the stone piles on, so gave up. He later admitted to his good friend and neighbor, Adolf Nelson,

26, 1900, the oldest daughter of theJohn Sweetie family.
Besides working on the family farm, Bill worked at various jobs. During the raging flu epidemic of 1918 he travelled on horseback between neighbors, doing their chores
and working among the sick and dying. He described
himself as a small, skinny guy the deail didn't øant, as he
saw many big, strong men and families succumb to the

his thoughts of the Swedes and the stones. It was a mistake! Bill never lived the good natured teasing down.

dreaded disease. In the mid 1920's theyfound themselves
in the Saskatchewan dust bowl. Soon no crops, no hay,
little water and no jobs. There was a form of assistance
offered the people that fall of 1925; however, Bill felt
very fortunate. He got a job in Winnipeg and in-laws to
stay with. He soon heard of the farrn land in the Interlake.
In April 1926 he brought his family, horses and machinery from Coleville to Eriksdale to farm on NE 19-225W, formerly owned by Andrew Knudson.
There were three children; Harold, 1918; Ruth, 1924;
and ababy brother who passed away in his second year.

Don, Dennís & Harold Kíttle
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born in the Eriksdale Hospital. This same year Bill and family moved to SW 20-

In

1931 Donald Lorne was

22-5W after Reg and Bertha Garner moved to town. A
tiny grave among the trees was said to be a baby daughter of the Garner family. In 1940 the family were overjoycd to welcome a new brother, Dennis Floyd, They
were left with deep sorrow when their mother passed
away a short time later in April 1940' Bill continued on
the farm, managing his family the best he could.
After his school years, Harold spent his young working days on elevator construction, fishing in winter, and
on threshing garlgs. Early L942, he left for overseas and
the WWII years, serving with the Royal Canadian Engineers, returning late in 1945. He married Edith, daughter of Fred and Evelyn Gumbrill in October 1946. He
was a self-employed carPenter, later to have a partner-

4oth Anniversary
Rosalyn, Rhonda; Fran & Don Kittle

ship with AlbertJohnson. Albert was married to Ivy
Penhall from the Agriculhrre area. Edith taught at several rural and Winnipeg schools until her retirement'
Harold passed away ayoung man, November l, 1972,
Ruth remained at home, helping with the family. She
married John Anders Lindell. (See John and Ruth

(Lundy)Mclvor.
Marlene had severe diabetes and passed away at the
early age of thirty in L972. They had an adopted daughter, Tammy. She is married to Murray Hudson from
Whitemouth, and they live in Winnipeg. Dennis mar-

Lindell).
Don as a young lad, mostly worked on road construction and mechanic work, when notworking on the farm.

ried Rose Lochart. She brought a daughter, Ann
(Sawatski), to their marriage. They lived in Dryden, ON.

He married Francis, a daughter of Axel and Albina
Lundquist. Shortþ after they moved to Winnipeg. Don

They both worked

took up the lath and plaster trade, fìrst working for Mel

Press.

Sþrdson's lath and plaster company. Later together with
his work partnerJohn Potter, they bought the Sigurdson

Dennis Floyd passed away November 8, 1995 from a
massive heart attack.
Bill left the farm in 1958. He worked at the Children's
Hospital (Winnipeg) until he retired just before his 75th
birthday. He passed awayJanuary 25,1982, He is laid to
rest in the Brookside Cemetery where his son, Harold,
is buried in the military section. The Kittle farm is now

Co. Years later he sold his share toJohn Potter and Sons'
Fran spent many years working in the cafeteria of the

University of Manitoba. They have a son Randall, and
two daughters, Rhonda and Murray Schulø of Gunton,
MB, with two children, Dawn Marie and Lauralee; and
Rosaþ and Don Sheldon, who are living near Kenora,

as

distributors for the Winnipeg Free

owned by Ken Anderson.

a daughter Samantha (1992), and Holly
children from a previous marriage.
Don's
andJason;
Don and Fran semi-retired to live in St. Laurent for a
while. In 1985 they bought the Gunton Grocery Store,

ON. They have

KLEMENT

Tom & Judy

where Fran became the postmistress. Don has now retired from the store business. Fran remains in the post

Tom was born April 27,1949 and raised in Hugo, Colorado. He was one of five children. Most of his school

offìce.

Dennis left home at an early age and stayed with

days he enjoyed competition in many sports such as six,

brother Harold in Winnipeg to find work. He drove tractor trailer for Federated Co-op and then was employed
with Penhall Bros. Mobile Brake, for several years.
Dennis married Marlene, daughter of Colin and Evelyn

eight, and eleven man football, wrestling and track. In
football, the team took state three years in a row.
He enjoyed art and went on to art school in Idaho
while staying with his oldest brother there. Tom experi474

enced fìxing fences in the mountains with pack horses
and working on ranches and grain farming. His weekend excitement was clowning in rodeos. He still looks
back to remember his job in Grangeville, Idaho where
he enjoyed repairing and paintingJohn Deere tractors
and caterpillars. He was still interested in ranching so he
moved back to Hugo, Colorado and was hired by F. Poss
Farms.

InJuly

1971

Tom marriedJudy Poss, one of the daugh-

ters of Florean and Loretta Poss of Hugo, Colorado. She
was the seventh child of eleven children.Judy was born

November 17, lg49 in Flagler, Colorado. She attended
Hugo School all twelve years and enjoyed living on her
mom and dad's mixed farm with grain and beef cattle.
She helped on the farm more after the death of her dad
when she was in grade ten. After high school she attended

Englewood Beauty College, graduated, and worked in
different salons.
After their marriage inJuly 1971 they resided in Hugo.
Tom worked with a geological surveying crew at Punkin
Center and Judy worked at a friend's beauty salon in
Hugo.
They have three children; Lynette bornJanuary 17,
1972inHugo, Colorado; Edward was born on April20,
1974 in Hugo. Jennifer, our only Canadian, was born
July 31, 1975 in Winnipeg, MB. We moved here in April
1975 for an opportunity to live and raise our family on a
farm. At that time, we purchased the dairy farm that
Charlie and Harriet Clearwater and their family owned
and operated one and ahalf miles eastofEriksdale. When
we moved here we were landed immigrants of Canada.
In 1990 we became Canadian citizens along with a
group of people that had 52 different nationalities.

Bert & Gwen Knight ('1923)
here, they had two more children; Patsy (died in 1994)
and Kelly (died in 1992). We all went to a small one room
school called Nord. At times I think we kept the school
open because, at one time, there was six or seven of us
going at once.

r

Gwen Knight's Daughters
Ruth Funk, Pat Greig, Edna Boss, Geraldine
Paquin (missing Betty Nagam)

KNIGHT/PAOUIN
Bert & Gwen Knight

My father worked very hard to keep our family going. We had a three room house to move into, so in the
spring my father built on a large kitchen and divided the
upstairs into two rooms, one for the girls and one for the
boys. My dad worked for a lot of people. He was a carpenter by hade, so he shingled barns and he helped people on their farms plus did his own farming. He hauled
cord wood for the Nord School and sometimes to the
Eriksdale Creamery. He sold rabbit skins and dug senaca
root. All of us kids had our chores to do. My mother had
her hands full just keeping the house going but in them

My parents moved to Eriksdale on December 12, 1938.
The government sent families out to farms to see if they
could make a go of it. Times were very hard in those
days. When my family came out here, they were given
two horses, two cows, one plow, one sleigh, one wagon
and a few hand tools to start farming. They had nine
children: Betty (GimlÐ; Pat died inJuly 1944 in the war;
Geraldine (Eriksdale) ; Hugh (Richer) ; Ronald (Eriksdate) ;
Edna (Birds Hill tailer Park); Ruth (Winnipeg); George
(Winnipeg); and Dennis (Winnipeg). After we moved
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days we were h"ppy. We had lots of friends and neighbors

with whom we played.
In April of 1944 my father died. InJuly of 1944 my
brother Pat Knight died in the war. It was a sad year for
us. My brother was in the Queens Cameron Highlanders. He served overseas. He was married and his wife's
name was Pearl. They had one child Sandra, whom he
never saw grow up. My mother raised the rest of the
family on her own and she had a very hard time. She
also raised a foster boy Bert Favelle. He now lives in BC.

Eusebe & Geraldine Paquin
In 1969 my spouse Eusebe Paquin and I moved to Eriksdale on the home farm and started raising pigs. We were
pig farmers for about 15 years. We both enjoyed it, but

then the work was getting too hard, so we had to quit
farming.
Before we moved to Eriksdale Eusebe was a truck
driver for 35 years. My mother died in 1976 and we carried on the farm'til Eusebe's health failed and he died

Dave, Beverly & Edna Burdett
centþ Gary and his wife Colleen (Krause), and their son
and daughter moved to Culvert, AB.
Later I married Dave Burdett from Lundar. We had
one daughter Beverly, who was born inJanuary 15,197L.
We lived in Eriksdale for awhile and I continued to take
in foster children and Dave worked for the Highways.
We operated the general store at Mulvihill for a year
and then the store at Oak Point for about six years. When

in 1992.
Altogether we had six children, 15 grandchildren and
eight great grandchildren. So I have a lot of memories of
the old farm. I am still here and will keep up as long as I
can. This farm has been in the family for 57 years (1938
- 1995). I am retired now, but enjoy living here.

Edna Knight

Dave retired we moved. We lived in the Selkirk-Locþort

I, Edna, was bornJuly 8, 1930 in Winnipeg, MB to Bert
and Gwen Knight. I was the sixth child in a family of

8, 1991. He is
of hockey
loved
the
game
buried at Oak Point. Dave
and we travelled many miles to watch the grandsons play
area until Dave passed away on March

eleven children.

In

I

married Risdon Pool and we lived and
farmed on the Pool homestead in the Macross district
1947

hockey.

While in Selkirk we lived near my daughter Sandra,
and her husband Gary Lindell.
I baby-sat my daughters; Barb and Wendy's, children

for the next twenty-one years. Here we raised seven children of our own and several foster children. (See Risdon
Pool). The senior Pools lived on the same yard site until
about 1956. They then went to live in the Holy Family

off and on for many years and they became like my own.
Barb, Randy and their two sons lived in Thunder Bay,

Nursing Home in Winnipeg
On February lI, 1967, we moved the fa¡m site onto
PR. 417 (the west road). Here a new house and barn were
built, This site is now farmed by our sonJack Pool and

ON. Wendy, Silvio and their son and daughter moved
to Culvert, AB near Gary and his family. The grandsons
there are also involved in playing hockey.
Judy, Morris and their
son and daughter live in
Winnipeg. Beverly is now
back in Winnipeg working
for atrucking company after having spent a year or
Edward & Edna Boss
so working in Alberta.
OnJuly 8, 1995I married Edward Boss of Winnipeg

his wife Donna.

Risdon and I were se¡rarated in 1968. Risdon, Gary
and Richard continued to farm until about 1974. Then
Jack came back to take over the farm. At about this time
Risdon was hospitalized with multiple sclerosis.
Gary and Richard remained very close and both
ended up in BC fishing on the ocean for a living. Re476

llill

We live in the Pine Ridge Trailer Court in the Birds
area. Eddy is a brother to the late Nick Boss of Briks-

My parents were ma¡ried in

1915. They spent their

fìrst year in St. Boniface. I, William Richmond, was born
there in 1916. My brother David Henry, was born in 1918

dale.

andJohn Richard in 1920.

KNOWLSON FAMILY
Born in 1882, Dad was from the farming village of Huby,
Yorkshire, where his father was the blacksmith.
Dad left home to work in the big iron works in Sheffield and Rotherham when there was not work enough
for three men in the home smithy. He worked there until his father died quite unexpectedly. He went home to

take over his father's business but Canada was being
highly promoted for emigration and seemed to offer a
better future.
Dad booked his passage and deposited money enough
to his mother's account to tide her over in case of need.
Dad sailed aboard the SS Lusitania in April 1912, disembarked at Halifax and travelled by train to Manitoba.
Dad had no trouble finding work with Massey Harris
implement comparry as a travelling trouble shooter. In
the meantime he took a correspondence course in bookkeeping eventually becoming head bookkeeper for the
Winnipeg branch.
Dad had been brought up in the Methodist tradition,
so it was natural that he be involved in church activities.
He met Gertrude Newman who had recently graduated
in obstetrics from the Winnipeg Grace Hospital.
She had come from England, accompanied by her
parents (Newman), an older sister and a younger brother
in the year 1910. They joined three older brothers, an
older sister and a girl cousin who had immigrated before. Granny Newman came from the village of Thirsk,
Yorkshire.

Bill, John, David & Mark Knowlson
The postwar depression was on. Dad felt the Massey

Harris machine company was showing no good-will toward their clients. He informed the general manager of
his feelings and quit his job without benefit of 30 days
notice. Fortunately he found an accountingjob for

a

while

but his health was not good.
Being very independent Mother persuaded him to
take a chance on the farm.

It was late in May l922.We were driving along a dusty
road, Mother, Dad, myself and two younger brothers.
We were riding in a lightly sprung wagon know as a
democrat drawn by a pair of driving ponies. Harry Andrews our future neighbor's eldest son, drove. Our
Airedale Grrier ran behind.
We were on our way to a brand new home on

a Manitoba Interlake farm surrounded by bush and sloughs,
the humming of millions of mosquitoes, and the mind
boggling spring song of thousands of lovelorn frogs.
After a long, dusty journey we stopped overnight at
Andrews'. The next day we took the last mile to our log

shanty which had been left comparatively well furnished.

Dad had bought a piece of property that he could
afford ($500), and with a Ma¡ritoba Farm Loan Mortgage ($500), he took the plunge. Payments were about

Willíam, John & Gertrude Knowlson
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throughout my teenage years.
At that time Dad decided to raise Holstein cows. Soon
we were selling crearn to the local creameries and dairy
cows to the Winnipeg market through a cattle buyer
called Mr. Tow. We even bought a 1918 Grey Dort tour-

$56 a year. Dad kept the yearly payments up to date
until about 1932 when he had to ask for relief from further mortgage payments.
Our new house, about 700 squa.re feet, was of lumber, hauled by wagon from Smith's Lumber and Building Supply in Eriksdale. The kltchen was attached later.
That fall after the house and barn were built our maternal grandparents came to live with us.
Grandmother died the next year at only 74. Gtandfathcr died the following year at 86. Both are buried in

ing caL

In the fall agricultural fairs were held in Eriksdale.
Dave,John and myself exhibited Holstein heifer calves.
The Depression of the 1930's came along and we
learned from necessity to spin sheep's wool for knitting
socks and mitts. First we used a sþindlemade of a willow
stick with a potato impaled on the end for weight; I be-

Lily Bay Anglican Cemetery.
We were on Broadway and the Deerhorn Line (SE 422-6W). Our nearest neighbors were the G.F. Windross',

lieve it was Mrs. Alex Nagam who introduced that

Erne Prestons, George Nelsons, and McQuades' There
was practically no vacant land anywhere when we arrived. Within fìve years the post war depression had

method into the neighborhood. Dave made arough spinning wheel, but later we obtained a real Icelandic wheel.
While playing rugby at school, I slipped on the ice

caused about 750/o of the farm community to throw in
the sponge and go either to a new district or to the city.
The neighbors were all as helpful as they were able. I
remember old Mrs. Ben Preston, who was postmistress
at Liþ Bay PO, coming with a present of newly hatched
chicks with the mother hen.
I started school at eight. Mr. Shaw put me in fourth

and further injured my lower back! That summer a cow
stepped on and broke some bones in my right foot. A
visit to the doctor was 12 miles by horse and wagon and

only done in an emergency. Our brotherJohn developed a curvature of the spine. Mother took him to several doctors. It meant that there was no money to spare
for anything other than bare necessities. The result was
that we lived an unbelievably spartan life. I was 18 be-

grade by Easter break.

fore I was able to see a chiropractor about my back prob-

That fall brother Mark Newman was born in Winni-

lem.

Pe8.

school, Parkview. Miss Margetson put me back to grade

fìnished grade eight at 14 years. I wanted to quit
school, but Dad wanted me to take grade nine by corre-

three.

spondence.

It was a three mile walk. I sta¡ted school that first winter wearing leather boots and overshoes and suffered with

One day Mother announced that we were expecting
the a¡rival of a baby brother or sister some time next

very cold feet. It was awhile before we learned to make
our own parkas and dress like trappers.

spring! C)ur sisterJoan Alice a¡rivedJune 1, 1932 in Briksdale Hospital. She seemed the smartest of the lot. She

We boys were too young to really help yet. Dad over
worked and was almost immobilized with sciatica. He

was naturally something of a tomboy; having her own
dog and sled by six, and a young colt to play with at

I

Later Dad and Mother transferred me to another

had to go into Winnipeg for treatment in mid-winter.

All

seven.

I

was 16 that September and fìnished school at last.
That meant taking some of the heavier work.
The next year Dave was finished school. He took over
the hay hauling and wood cutting. I stayed home and
looked after the stock feeding and barn cleaning.
Our brotherJohn had been staying in Winnipeg with

the neighbors had a hay-hauling bee to get the remainder of our hay stacked. Alice Brown (Mrs. Billy Brown)
did the milking and other chores for the two weeks Dad
was away.

During all this time Mother was changing from a cit¡
bred Londoner to becoming an accomplished farm
woman, as well as being called out to practice her obstetrical skills and also for sick and ailing children on

friends, taking heatment from a chiropractic clinic, and
his sight went bad. After that, either Mother or Dad had
to stay in Winnipeg with him, until finally they had to
give up. He was cared for at home for many years until
he died at 45, after we had all moved to the coast.
My father William died in L972 of cancer' at almost

occasion.

Around my ninth birthday we kids were fooling
around sliding down a hay stack. I landed on my bottom with a thud. I suffered from a herniated lumba¡ disc
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90. Mother, Gertrude, died in March 1983, at almost g4.

I

in 1954 to Carol. We had two children,
(1956)
Anne
and Catherine (1958). We were divorced in
was married

1964. Catherine died in August 1984 in a road accident.

I remarried Olga Sapach in

1967.

I inherited

a step-

son, Edward, now 36, and two foster children, Mike ma¡ried - four children and Betty- a Status Indian and

proud ¡'f ::. She is mentally challengedbut looks after herself.

I am 78 and have been fairly active in the local

sen-

iors centre, done some photography, helped set up the
volunteer phone-in help line for seniors and other volunteer jobs. I also play a passable game of snooker and

golf in season.
My wife Olgahas belonged to Surrey Memorial Hospital Auxiliary for 40 odd years. Olga does oil painting
and is a capable landscape artist. She also makes the best

borsch in the lower mainland.
My brother Dave is still buying young calves at the
Langley auction and raising them to resell as veal. He
and Muriel have 12 grandchildren.
Mark and Francis are keeping well, living in Sydney
on Vancouver Island. They are both quite active in volunteer work, Mark at the cancer hospice, Francis with

Lauretta & Jack Knox
pleted his education in Boissevain, worked at various
jobs, and eventually became a grain buyer for the Lake
of the Woods Milling Co. in Weyburn, SK. In 1917 he
married my mother, Lauretta (Etta)McEwan, a schoolteacher who had been born a¡rd raised in Elgin, MB.
They lived in Weyburn until mid 1920 when Dad was
transferred to Eriksdale to be in charge of the elevator. I

disturbed children. They have two grandchildren and
two teenage step-grandchildren.
Joan and Charlie are retired from the farm. They are
in the process of building their retirement home in

remember him telling us of the many thousands of bushels shipped out of the district that year - never to be repeated - according to my memory. During the summer
of 1921 the elevator was destroyed by fire - believed to
have been caused either by spontaneous combustion or being struck by lightning. I can remember the clouds
of black smoke and my mother going over to the railway track to take some pictures.
Following the fire Dad became involved in the livery
barn business. He had a team of heavier drøy horsæ f.or
distributing freight brought in by railway. He also had a

Minnedosa. I believe they have 12 grandchildren.

KNOX FAMILY
In

1903 my grandfather Thomas Knox a recent widower,

brought his family of four children from Egremont Twp.,
Gray County, ON to Boissevain, MB. Thomas'brother,

Will and wife Mima were settled there and associated
with the Lake of the Woods Milling Co. A family story
tells us that Thomas felled trees back in Egremont, had
them sawed into lumber and shipped by rail to Manitoba for building his house here. Thomas's stay in
Boissevain was to be six years. In 1909 he and his second wife and family and two of his older children returned to Ontario where he purchased a farm near

team of driaerswhich he used mainly in the winter, along

with a cutter, a buffalo coat, gauntlets, buffalo robes
and foot wanners Many a trip was made to take the local doctor to emergency house calls as we had no hospital until 1926. He also drove commercial travellers
from town to town to enable them to make their business calls. In that way they could make better train
connections and avoid the necessity of spending
day in one town.

Guelph.

My fatherJ.H. [u.k) Knox, (born 1892) and his older

a

whole

Around 193 he sold the livery barn and was a partner
with BarneyJohnson of Vogar in South End Motors - a

brother Will elected to remain on the prairies. Dad com479

Ford dealership and gatage.In 1935 he and W.AJ. (Bill)
Smith became partners in l{nox and Smithbansfer with a
PSV license, serving Eriksdale and district to Winnipeg
and return. They hauled livestock, butter from the cream-

ery, furniture, etc. to Winnipeg and for many years
hauled oil by barrcl from Imperial Oil, groceries and
what have you on return. That partnership continued
until early 1950's when my brother Corky took over
Dad's share from him and Dad retired. Knox and Smith
continued in business until 1976 when Bill retired and
the assets were sold.
For a number of years during the thirties and forties,
motor vehicle licenses and driver's licenses were issued from an offìce in our home.
There were four children in our family:
Margaret McEwan, bornJune, 1918 in Weyburn.
William Howard, born May, 1920 in Weyburn.

I
,

Thomas Cormack, born September, L922 in Eriksdale.

Clarance James (Corky), February, 1925

in

St.

Boniface.
Margaret - married \IV.AJ. Smith of Eriksdale, elder
son of Mr. and Mrs. AJ. Smith. Two children, Beverley
Margaret Lauretta, born Eriksdale; Clinton William, born

Jack & Barbara Knox;
Howard, Cormack, Clarence, Margaret

Eriksdale. (See W.AJ. Smith).
Howard - educated in Briksdale and briefly in Winnipeg.Joined the army - R.C. Bngineers, trained in Portage laPrairie, MB; Dundurn, SK; Chilliwack, BC; Halifax, NS; and England. Killed in action at Falaise France
in August 1944. Buried in Bretteville sur-Laize, Nor-

to live in the house he had built on Highway 68 in 1921.

He passed away in HSC Winnipeg in November 1964.
They are buried in Briksdale Cemetery.

mandy.

Clarence & Helga Knox

Cormack - called Mac and later Tom. Served overseas with the RW Rifles. Returned to Canada after the
Armistice. Worked for Griffith Bros' drilling in northern
Manitoba and later a mechanic in Bissett, MB. Retired
in 1967 because of ill health. He passed away in March
1990 in Winnipeg and is buried in Eriksdale Cemetery.
Clarance -Corky- educated in Briksdale' Served in
RCAF duringwaryears. Married HelgaOlafson of Lundar. Resides in Eriksdale. (See Clarance Knox).
In March 1926 my mother Btta passed away in St.

Clarence (Corky) Knox was born February 15,I925.He
was the youngest son ofJack and Btta Knox. He received

his schooling in Eriksdale. After high school he began
working for Knox and Smith Tlansfer which was jointly
owned by his dad a¡rd Bill Smith, his brother-in-law.
In 1944 he joined the Air Force. Eighteen month later
he returned home and resumed his job with Knox and
Smith. He took over his dad's half of the business a few
years later.

both Corky and Bill
had health problems. Corky continued to work part time
driving trucks for two local businesses. He also did extracurricular trips for the Lakeshore School Division.

In

Boniface Hospital leaving four young children between

seven years and thirteen months' She is buried in
Elmwood Cemetery, Winnipeg. Her younger sister
Barbara McEwan Patterson, had been recently widowed
and had no children of her own. She kindly volunteered
to help care for us and in 1927 she and Dad ma¡ried'
They lived in Eriksdale and after several years of failing
health she passed away in August 1957. Dad continued

1976 the business was sold as

Corky was a devoted member of the Legion. He was
president of the Eriksdale Branch #140 for many years.
He was Deputy Commander and then Zone Commander
of Zone 52 untilJune 1986. At that time he suffered a
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Wes, Helga, Jim, Corky; & Meredith Knox
massive stroke which left him with automatic speech only

and unable to walk. After almost eight years and three
unrelated surgeries, he has settled down to a reasonably
comfortable life. The Department of Veterans Affairs
provided him with a motorized scooter in 1992 which
has given him much needed independence and mobil-

ity.
In November 1949 he married Helga Olafson, the second daughter of Oli and Helga Olafson of Lundar. Helga
was born February 20, 1925. Helga received her schooling in Lundar. She worked for a time in Winnipeg and
then for three years at the G & E Cash Store in Lundar
before her marriage.
Together they raised three children, and for six years
they also raised Lorna, Helga's orphaned niece. All the
children left Eriksdale after high school.
James Howard was born on November 30, 1952 and

Fíve Generations
Wendy Jones, Jim Knox; Helga Knox;
Helga Olafson (holding Sarah Jones)
Radio) in Caþary. She did not like it so she moved to

Victoria

in

1977. She

worked for the Ministry of Envi

ronment for some years. She decided to further her education and received her Bachelor of Social Work at the

he married Ruby Driscoll. They had two daughters
Wendy and Theresa. Wendy married DavidJones and
they have one daughter Sarah and a son Daniel. The
marriage betweenJim and Ruby ended in l981.Jim has
worked at many jobs through the years and is skilled in
many areas but particularly in horticulture. He had a
university course in this field. He is at present working
forJohnsons Seeds in Arborg, MB.
Wesley Gordon was born onJanuary 28, 1954. He

University of Victoria in 1989. She studied for her Masters at Dalhousie University in Halifax. Meredith is now
living in BC on Salt Spring Island and is working as a
youth director.
Lorna Mae was born onJune 5,1957. She is the youngest child of Stoney and Ethel Olafson. She received her
degree in Theatre at the University of Victoria. She

worked at her profession for several years. She is now
back in Manitoba in her second year of Education at the
University of Manitoba.
After the children were grown Helga went to work at
the doctor's clinic and remained there part-time for 18
years. She retired in 1991 to the full time job of caring
for Corky. Corky now resides in the Eriksdale PCH .

moved to Calgary after high school. He married Debbie
the only daughter of Carl andJoyce Fleming of Calgary.
Wes worked at landscaping for a time, then he followed
in his dad's and his grandfather's steps and became a
truck driver. He is now driving for the City of Calgary
Maintenance Department. Wes and Debbie have no children only their little Spaniel Charlie.
Meredith Lauretta was born August 12, 1958. After
high school she took one year TSR (Television Stage and
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have a cup of tea. They were friends ofJim's, asJim
fished with them in the winter. I also remember that we
called Canada, God's country, as everything was so plentiful compared to at home."
Joyce went to school at Clydebank and then worked
at the hospital until 1956. She then worked in hospitals
in Alberta and British Columbia,later rehrrning to Eriksdale. In 1964 she married Adam Kolach and became a
farmer's wife just like her sister Anne before her.
They had three daughters:
Brenda, born in 1965, married Nick Kochan and they
have two sons: Nathan and Christopher. They farm in
the Poplarfield area.
Tannis, born in 1967, married Peter Yuzwa and they
live in Broad Valley. She is a hairdresser and they oper-

Tannis & Peter Yuzwa, Adam Kolach, Lisa Mazur;
Brenda, Nick, Christopher & Nathan Kochan,
Joyce Kolach, Todd Mazur

ate a small store.

Lisa, born in 1969, married Todd Mazur and they also

live in Broad Valley.
In August 1991Joyce and Adam retired from farming
and moved to Arborg, MB where they are now (Octo-

KOLACH
Adam & Joyce

ber 1994)living.

Adam Kolach was born in 1926 to Stanley and Jossa
Kolach of Poplarfield, MB. In 1964 he married Joyce

KONZELMAN
Marven & Betty

Lyons of Eriksdale.
.]oyce was born in 1935 to Blizabeth and Edward Lyons of Glasgow, Scotland. She emigrated to Canada in
June of 1948 along with her mother. She remembers ar-

I, Betty Mclntosh, was born in the E. M. Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale on May 4, 1939, and Marv was
born there October 7, 1940, a year later.
My early years of school were spent at Parkview,
Clydebank, and Hartfìeld. Grades nine to twelve were

riving in Eriksdale on the bus in pouring rain. They were
met by Bill Weatherburn in his Graham Page car (about
a 1937).
"The roads were so muddywe thought he was taking
us to a big mud hole. Later, that night in bed, the lightning and thunder was so bad that Mom and I thought
the roof was going to blow right off the house. We had

takenin Eriksdale and then itwas on to ManitobaTeachers College after one year of permit teaching at Hartfield.

I went back to Hartfìeld untilJune 1962. OnJuly 28 of
that year Marven Konzelman of Ashern and I were mar-

always lived as tenants in an apartment building and
never had experienced a storm directþ above us before.
The next day was so beautiful and sunny that my brotherin-law, Jim, and I went picking berries, raspberries, I
think. Another memory that stands out in my mind is of
walking down to the Senior Weatherburns with my little

ried. We lived in Ashern for the first few years where
Marv worked in his dad'sJohn Deere dealership while I
taught at Ashern and Spearhill. Marv later had his own
garage until 1973 when we mc¡ved to a farm a few miles

nephew, Larry,and having awagon load of natives come
upon me. I was so frightened as I'd never seen real Indi-

and now grow pedigreed timothy seed (the straw of which

from Ashern.
Gradually over the yeÍlrs we got out of grain growing
we sell to PMU farmers), also timothy/alfalfa hay which

ans before and thought they were wild, like in the Indian and cowboy stories. So I ducked under the fence
and ran to Weatherburns through the meadow. I soon
lea¡ned that they were people, the same as us, as they
stopped often atJim's to warm uP, rest their horses and

we sell.
Son, Glen, and daughter-in-law, Carrie, (nee Adams
of Cranbrook, BC) recentþ moved from Cranbrook to
Saskatchewan. They have two children, Kristin Hope
(May 4, 1992) andJesse Alan (July 19, 1993).
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Son Michael and daughter-in-law Elisabeth (nee
Erickson of Tucson, Arizona) lived for four years in
Chetwynd, BC before moving to Tucson, Arizona. Their
two wee girls are, Grace Mary-Rose (August 31, 1991)
and Catherine Ruth (November 27,1993).

Upon the death of his dad in 1958 Clifford inherited
the family farm.
My (Joanne Cancilla) parents Frank and Mary
Cancilla were born in Winnipeg. They had three children and I am their only daughter. I was born in 1938 in
Winnipeg. I attended Laura Secord, General Wolf, and
Gordon Bell schools. It is a coincidence that I attended

Daughter Shelley and son-in-law Wa¡d have two children, Hannah Elizabeth (November 30, 1990) andJoshua
Ariel (August 30, 1993). They live south of Ashern.

the same schools as Dave Mclelland, Maggie (Mackus)
Mickie, and Al Kelner, and we all ended up living around
Eriksdale. Cliff also was at the same school as Dave. After school I worked as a bookkeeper. I met Clifford at a
dance at St. Mary's Catholic Church Youth Group Organization in 1957.It must have been true love as I left
all the comforts of home when we married in 1959, for
no running water and wood heat, which meant bringing
wood in and carrying ashes out, and still needing four
pairs of socks to keep warm. I have not forgotten our air

Our lives have been greatly blessed. We have found
that grandchildren are truly one of life's greatest treasures,

KOPEC

Glifford & Joanne
Clifford's grandparents, Walter and Valerie (Gadeski)
Kopec, emigrated from Poland to New York in about

conditioned outhouse.
Our union has been blessed with nine children.
CliffordJr. after completing his education in High Plains,

They came to Canada and settled in the High Plains
School district east of Eriksdale. Their son Walter Jr.
married Francis Denenfeld from Broad Valley, and they
settled in the Sharpewood area. They had three daughters and two sons. Clifford the oldest son was born in
1937. Clifford first went to school in Sharpewood with
Myrtle (Ki"S) Smith as his first teacher. He then attended
High Plains and Eriksdale schools, finishing his education in Winnipeg. His sisters; Verna, Bstelle, Blizabeth,
and his brother George, all attended Eriksdale School.
1913.

Poplarfield, Winnipeg, and Eriksdale returned to the farm
and is presently engaged in equine ranching.

Clifford graduated from the University of Manitoba

David went to the local schools and graduated from
Eriksdale Collegiate. At the University of Manitoba he
obtained his Bachelor of Science in Agriculture with
Honors in Economics. He worked as an assistant agricultural representative in Fisher Branch and has been a
councillor for the LGD of Fisher. David works with
Clifford in the equine business, and is also the farm ac-

School of Agriculture on the Dean's Honor Roll.

countant.

Cliff remembers going to Eriksdale with horses and
the livery would be full. Some horses would be moved
out to make room for our team coming all the way from
Sharpewood, showing Eriksdale's great hospitality. As
we drove to town Dadwould stop atthe neighbor's along
the way to see if they needed anything. Some of the
neighbors' names were Mr. Bowman, Reynolds,
Fletchers, Binyons, Douglas family, and Walkers. One
of these trips Cliff has not forgotten; when a neighbor's
dog came from under the steps and bit him in the rear.
Cliff is still nervous of dogs to this day. He remembers
the family's first car (1938 Ford) was bought from Chris
Halldorson with money from selling lambs and wool.
The first new mower and rake were bought from Oli
Hallson for $72. Mr. AJ. Smith used to give our school
baseballs and in later years Dan McFadyen gave us icecream for school picnics. Also,Jack Gemmell rode his
bike to our place and sheared sheep for five cents each.

Anna-Marie, after graduating from Eriksdale school
married Ronald Zukowski. She obtained her bachelor
of education at the University of Alberta. They have four
children;Jeremy, Derek, Charissa, and Emily. Anna is
now a homemaker, home schooling their children and
rabbit farming.
Patrick finished university and has his Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture majoring in plant sciences. He
returned to the farm and is in charge of the cattle operation.

John after two years of university went to Red River
Community College and has his certifìcates for auto body
and auto mechanics. He remains on the farm as the shop
boss, and is in charge of all farm maintenance and also
does welding.
Mary-Ann while getting her education in Eriksdale,
actively participated in 4-H programs excelling at public speaking. She also has her Bachelor of Education.
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She married Glen

Kulik of Winnipeg, who is also

Charles and Lucy had three children; Cory who was
born in 1958, Colleen who was born in 1960 and Kelly
who was born in 1963.
Cory married Terry Beard of Briksdale and they have
four children:Jessie, Clint, Angeline, and Christine. They

a

teacher.

James went to Red River and is a plumber working
towards his journeyman papers. He is also a part-time
farmer.

live in Poplarfield. Cory is a long distance trucker for

Michelle completed her education in Eriksclale. She
became employed with an oil company in Alberta. It
was in Alberta that she met and married William (Bill)
Schosser, who is a Power engineer. They live in
Whitecourt, AB.
Christopher our last child also finished his education
in Eriksdale. He works on the fa¡m with his brothers
where we have a cow/calf and feeder operation.
All nine children have memories of travelling to school

Kleyson's.

Colleen married Gary Pool of Eriksdale and they
moved to Sechelt, BC, as Gary is a west coast fisherman.
They have two children: Michael and Mandie. In 1993
they bought an acreage outside Stoney Plain AB and
moved there so the kids could have horses, more room,
etcetera.

Kelly married Shelley Burdett from Oak Point and
they have two children,Jamie and Brendan. They live
in Stonewall and Kelly works for Conviron in Winni-

in Eriksdale, packed in a Pontiac Astra, layer upon layer.
Fond memories of 4-H, showing the cattle, public-speaking, and getting up at 6:00 a.m. to go to figure skating in

peg.

Charles worked in the mines in northern Ontario for
many summers. In the later years he has volunteered to
teach summer school to teachers and principals in Third
World countries. He spent a summer each in Uganda,
Tanzania, andJamaica and two summers in Ghana. Lucy
travelled to meet him in Burope andJamaica after his

town.

Life has been good to us. We have been blessed with
good children, and modern facilities. We are a very active family. Clifford and I wish for the day we will have
more leisure time to visit our friends in Eriksdale.

projects were over and they were on holidays. Charles
hopes to be able to do more of this in the future.
They spent the winter of 1993 and 1994 in Carcross,
Yukon while Charles was principal of the school there.
It was a terrific experience for them.
Cha¡les and Lucy like to travel and only spend about

KRAUSE
Charles & Lucy
Charles was born in Bissett and attended Manitoba Normal School in 1955-1956. The next year he taught at Lee

half the time in Eriksdale since they retired. They also
like to spend time visiting'their children and grandchildren. But, they always return to Eriksdale where they
have kept their home. The grandchildren enjoy spend-

River School at Lac du Bonnet and it was here he met
and married Lucy Payette.

In

1957 they moved to Briksdale where Charles taught

in the old three room school. The
next year he became the principal of the new Eriksdale
Elementary School. In 1975 he became principal of the
joint elementary and high school.
Lucy worked as a nurse's aide at the hospital for a
number of years and then later as libra¡ian and then secretary of the school. Charles and I.ucy both retired at
grades {ìve to eight

ing time at Grandpa's and Grandma's.

$

the end of 1991.
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Sir Walter Scofú. The inscription read; "To Claude Laird
in honour of his being one of the first class to pass entrance examinations at Eriksdale School,July 11, 1920.
Presented by Eriksdale Branch of United Farm Women
of Manitoba". Miss Mae Maddin was the teacher. Ethel
Berg and Gus Olson also received one and there may

LAIRD FAMILY
Information gleaned from the Lairds,pp. 99 - L02 of. MOD.
There were three brothers: Ben, Chris and Richard
who lived in Eriksdale before it was known as Eriksdale.
In fact, it was called Lairdsville or the 4th Siding for
awhile. Mrs. Claude Laird, daughter-in-law to Ben and
Minerva Laird, states that it was ¿ nameless stopping þkce
when the Lairds moved here in 1908.

have been someone else.

Claude left Eriksdale

Dryden, ON. In 1927 he moved to International Falls,
Minn., and was there until at least 1969-70 (according to
Ken Rutherford whose parents visited them there at

Benjamin & Minerva Laird

about that time). He married Ellen(last name unknown)

Benjamin and Minerva came to homestead in this area
in 1908, and their stake was on the south side of where
the town now sits. His property was NW 33-21-5. This
property is on the corner where HazenJeffers now lives,
but was not considered part of the town at that time.
The Lairds lived in Eriksdale until 1923, when they
moved to International Falls, ON. They had three chil-

from Kenora in

1927. They had three children.
Claude remembers going to Curdy Mills'blacksmith
shop and Curdy would give them five or ten cents each
to buy candy or chocolate bars. Curdy was good to all

the kids.

Claude and Bert Rutherford once played hockey for
the Manitoba Championship and lost. Claude played
defence and scored one goal. Bert played forward.
Both Claude and his brother, Ben, attended the Presbyterian Sunday School. Mr. Smitheman was the minister. Mrs. AJ. Smith was his daughter.John Sharpe was
the Sunday School teacher.

dren. Claude was about three when they came and Mary
was about one. Mary died at the age of five. A second
son BenJunior, was born two years after they arrived
(1e10).

They built a log cabin and later added an eatingþlace.
It was located on the property which became the site of
Mr. Rutherford's law office. They built a boarding house

InJuly

1968 Claude Laird and his wife from InternaFalls
tional
Minn. came to the school reunion. Claude
states that his parents came to Eriksdale riding behind a
team of oxen.
BenJunior was born in 1910 about two years after the
family moved to Eriksdale. In about 1923 he moved to
Kenora with his parents and there he fìnished his school-

(in 1910) where Ken Rutherford's house now stands. The
train crews stayed there while building the railway and
paid 25 cents for a home-cooked meal. They sold the
boarding house to Styans (parents of Maisie Rutherford)
and it burnt down shortly afterwards.

Ben also had a livery to drive homesteaders to the
land they wanted to settle or to hire out. Ben built a garage which is still standing as of November 1995 and is
owned by Ray Grandmont. They also built the house
which became Bert and Maisie Rutherford's home and
now the home of Ray and Elaine Dowsett.
In 1915 Mrs. B. Laird was listed as one of the members of the Hospital Guild.
The children of Ben and Minerva:
Claude was born to Ben and Minerva Laird in 1905
in Winnipeg. He came to Eriksdale with his parents in
1908 and remembers when the fìrst train came through.
The whistle frightened him so badly that he hid under
the bed and never did see it. He would be about five
years old. He recalls that a Cuthbert Rogan took him to
school the fìrst day in grade one. In 1920 Claude was
presented with a leather bound book, Poeticøl

in 1920 to work on a dam in

ing. Ben worked in the mill at International Falls for
awhile, then went to Appleton, Wisconsin. In 1942 he
moved to Green Bay, Wisconsin, where he is now (late
1960's) owner and President of Broadcasting Station
WDVZ. He also has an AM/FM Station at Fort Collins,
Colorado. He has four children.

Christopher Laird
Christopher (Chris) Laird came in

1909 and

homesteaded the quarter section next to Ben's NE 332l-5W. He donated part of his land for a cemetery which
is still in use today. Mr. Berg was the first person buried
there. Note: There are four unknown children's graves
at the cemetery. I wonder if Mary Laird is one of these
children?
Chris Laird had a tea room and confectionery in front,
and Amos Heroux kept a Barber Shop and Pool Room

ilrork of
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daughter Nina, boarded the train at Springfield going via

behind in the same building, that later became Bill
Goodridge's Confectionery and bus depot. Itwas located
on a lot next to The Malmberg Hotel in 1919. The hotel
burnt in 1921, but the confectionery remained. Today the
present hotel is on the same site as the Malmberg Hotel'
Page 102 of MOD A Thlc of Tiagcdy by Mrs. Hcroux.
Chris and Fanny (Abbot) Laird moved to a small farm
at Agassiz, BC. Both were deceased prior to 1970 the publishing date of MOD.

Chicago Grand CentralStation to the west. Evaremarked,
"There were as many people at Grand Central as at the

Springfield Fair." Fra¡rk worked for the Street Car tansportation in Winnipeg. He joined other family homesteaders, Cy and Elizabeth (Lamb) Hoover at SW 5-22-6W,
andJoe Hoover, a school teacher. Frank's homestead was
SE 7-22-6W, one mile north from Sam's Corner Across
from Frank's farm was 640 acres of Hudson Bay Company land, good pasture for cattle.
Frank and Eva's family: Marguerite (1908), Malahide

Richard Laird
Richa¡d (Dick) also had land NW 3-22-5W patented August 26, 1912. In 1915 Mrs. R. Laird is listed as one of the
members of the Hospital Guild. They had three children;
John, Chris and Estella.

ON; Charles

(1910) and

Harry (1912), Winnipeg; George

(1914), Beckman's home, Pineview;

William

(1916)

Eriks

dale; Maxwell (1918) at the homestead in a log house built
by Frank and neighbors; Ernest (1921), Donna (1925),

Samuel (1927) and Betty (1929), at Springfield, ON, at
home.

LAMB FAMILY
Samuel & Rachel Lamb
Children:John Franklin married Eva Moore. Nina married Martin Bllis. Wilfred Laurier was married. Charles
died as an infant.
Go west ynung mary Winnipeg and the West called to

the BasL Sam and Rachel (Wood) sold their General Store

join Wilfred in Winnipeg, working
as a carpenter. He owned ahomestead NW 5-22-6W and
property (first house south of the hospital) on Railway
Avenue in Eriksdale. Pineview was the nearest Post Office. Sam purchased a
homestead NE 31-21-6W,
west from Clydebank
in Springfield, ON

to

Betty, Sam, Donna, Ernest, Max, George. Harry
Charlíe, Marguerite; Frank & Eva (1951)

School.

Nina and Martin Ellis
homesteaded SB 33-216W, The Ellis'fa¡med un-

Frank worked on the homestead during spring, summer and fall, but moved his family to Wilfred's house in
Eriksdale for the winter. He worked in the Co-op Store
as bookkeeper and clerk from 1912-1919.
Marguerite, Charles and Harry attended school in
Eriksdale in winter. It was very cold weather. Children
ran races on the Main Street entertained by a hotel resi-

til Nina developed tuberculosis and they moved to

Neepawa, MB with their

family of eight children;
Genevieve, Nina, Edwin,

dent with candy rewards.

Frank was secretary-treasurer of Clydebank School
after it was built in 1912. I, Marguerite attended Clydebank School at four years of age, being carried there. Mr.

Warren, Gordon, Kathleen,
Helen, and one died in infancy. Gordon is married to

Allison Watson, daughter
of Will Watson.
In 1909 Frank, wife Eva,
Sam Lamb

May was the teacher. Learning to speak English was necessary ¿ß some pupils were from Norway, Sweden and
other countries.

baby Marguerite and Sam's
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School was the community center. Christmas concerts
were held and Grandmother's piano was moved across
the road to the school for music. Grandmother gave me
monologues to learn and supported me on the stage. Sun-

home she locked the doors refusing to open them when
her husband arrived.

day School and church services were held in the sum-

One day Frank was burning a slough and heard a baby
cry. Thinking it was his son Harry, he ran home. Everything was all right. The next morning Sam came in with

mer.

a badly burned young fawn, found while he had been

Missionary students came and boarded at our homes.

collecting mushrooms. They greased it and took it back
to the woods for the doe to find and feed. Just part of
living on a homestead.
In summer holidays trips to Lake Manitoba for swims
and picnics were a highlight. It was about nine miles trip

Pineview district had Christian Services. Once when Sam,
Frank and Eva drove to Eriksdale to pickup two students,
the team and wagon got stuck in the mud at Long Lake.
On the way back Sam carried the two men one by one to
dry land. Eva insisted that Frank, not Sam carry her to

the beach.

safety.

Boxes were sent regularly to our home from my mother's relatives in Ontario. They included clothing and non-

We walked to church on Sunday. I was taught to remember the verses used and learned them at home. My
father Frank, often played his favorite hymns at Sam and
Rachel's on Sunday afternoons.
Canada was at war. Soon Conscription was enforced
by the Canadian Federal Government. Mother and five
children had returned to Springfield to visit our ill Grandfather Moore. There I saw young men coming to say farewell before going overseas to fight in the war. Uncle
Martin, AuntNina (Lamb)Bllis and daughter, Genevieve,

perishable food. One year a barrel of apples kept very
well in our dugout cellar.
1918-1920 after the war Manitoba Government and

Military decided to place returned men and families on
Comþleted Homestead¡. Frank Lamb and family decided to
sell and return to Springfield, ON. Eva's uncle's had a
farm to sell. The 100 acre farm was close to a fìve room
school. Our freight was loaded on the train at Briksdale,
(personal items, farm equipment).We left Clydebank
School and Eriksdale with tears of sadness, but with fond

were atthe Briksdale train station. AuntNinawas handed

Genevieve and Uncle Martin went with the soldiers to
the awaiting train. He did not have his wedding license
in his pocket. A man drove him home to get it, as married men did not have to go to war at that time.

memories.
Sam and Rachel Lamb, their sons Cha¡les and Wilfred,
are buried in Delmar Cemetery in Ontario.

Frank drove the mail route in Springfìeld for 41 years.
He farmed at Springfield. ON until his death on March

Wilfred Lamb had a serious accident while clearing
land. He was left handed, but was using his right hand
and cut his left wrist. He wrapped it tight with a rag and
walked to Frank's home for more medication. Eva
rewrapped it and he returned to his parents' taking me
along to be his helper. Rachel used sheets to stem the
flow of blood. The wrist bled from an artery. A city resident living at Beckman's for the summer was called in as
she went by for mail. She used a tourniquet above the
elbow and stopped the bleeding. It was two days journey
to get a doctor. Luckily one man near Sam's had some
training in sewing open wounds. He came. Sam gave
Wilfred a 50 cent piece to place between his teeth. Using
an ordinary needle and sterilized thread the wound was
stitched. Wilfred then removed the 50 cent piece and put
it in his pocket, saying to his father, "Guess I earned that
today, Dad."

15,1972. Eva passed away on October 23, 1978. They are
both buried in Springfìeld Cemetery.

Josepheus & Esther Lamb
Josepheus Lamb was born in Cascade Montana in Sep-

A friend of Eva's spent an afternoon picking saskatoons.
When finished picking on one side she walked around to
the other side only to find a bear feasting there. Running

tember 1891. (SeeJohn Lamb). He lived with his Uncle
Alf, Aunt Emma and Harry Lamb. Aunt Emma taught
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Joe; if you hang up your suit after you wear iÇ it will not
need to be pressed every time you wear it. He also
learned that to have a clean floor you had to be sure to

to receive aTeaching Certificate. In Saskatchewan in 1921

sweep in the corners.

He taught at the following schools: Cook-1921, High

Joe received his schooling atSelkirk, ON. An entrance
exarn w¿Ìs required after grade eight by the Departmcnt
of Education to enter the Collegiate Institute at Caledo-

Plains-1925, Chaffield-1927, Cosette-1929, Narcisse-1930,

nia, ON.Joe passed this exam and continued on with
high school. He entered Normal School (teacher train-

Joe taught night classes at Clydebank School in wood
working and rope making and taught these boys box-

ing) in 1908 at Port f)over, ON.
In 1910Joe was given $SO fy his Uncle Alf and told,
ttGo west, young man". He boarded a train and trav-

ing,Joe Forsyth, David Lawrence, Leslie Warren. Essie
was accomplished in needlework and held classes for

elled to Alberta where he taught school with a profes-

lead a 4H potato club in 1940's.
Joe retired from teaching and came to farm and live
with Essie's parents at Clydebank.Joe and Essie continued to live on theWl/2 6-22-6W until Essie's death on

sional third class certificate

Joe came to Eriksdale

in

in

he received his professional third class.

ceived his second class teaching certifìcate for Manitoba.

Macross'l932.Joe was a good runner and took part in
races at picnics back then,

girls. Essie Maþas was the only girl attending. Essie Lamb

1911-1912.

1912 to visit

In 1925 he re-

with Uncle Sam

Lamb, he had no intention of homesteading. By 1913
almost all available land had been taken up. He taught
school at Minerva near Gimli in 1912-1913.
In April 1913, 1914 and 1915 he taught school at

June 3, 1960. Joe lived with his nephew Harold for a
year and a half.
Joe studied nature in all its forms and kept records of
daily weather reports including the amount of rain or
snowfall.

Macross. By 1915 land which had been classed as swamP
was thrown open for homesteading. Note:James Lawrence, Robert Allen,James Allen, William Allen andJoe

Lamb were able to file for homesteads along with many
others.

OnJuly 10, 1915,Joe had a well drilled and casing
put into the rock on his homestead of 160 acres at SW
33-2L:7W.In a promissory note he promised to pay Foster and McGill, Winnipeg, the sum of $83, an interest
rate of eight percent till due and ten percent after due 'til
paid.(Note the rate of interest and year 1915!) In 1919 he
received a letter from the Department of the Interior informing him his application for his homestead patent
had received the Commissioner's approval and the patent would be issued in due course.
Esther (Bssie) Allen was born to James and Bsther
Allen (seeJames Allen). Essie worked in Winnipeg as a

Marie & Josepheus Lamb

young woman for a postmaster as a housekeeper and
vacationed in Minaki, ON with the famiþ
Joe and Essie were married in WinnipegJanuary 25,
1917. They lived in Winnipeg whereJoe worked as an
invoice clerk for the Hudson's Bay Company. They
moved to Eriksdale to live on the homestead in 1919.
Another note dated 1919 promises to pay Robert
Kennedy

$ 185 at

Joe married Marie Saunders November 29, 1961.They

lived in her retirement house on PR 417. Here they grew
a wonderful garden full of tame and wild flowers, found
on their weekly travels around the area. They were one
of the first couples to move into the Friendly Villa when

it opened in 1972.
Joe and Marie enjoyed their twilight years together.
They were members of the Clydebank United Church
and acted as stewards. Joe was a member of the Briksdale Orange Lodge. Marie was a member and secretary
of the Clydebank Ladies Club. After Marie passed away,

eight percent for one roan shrmpy-tailed

cow called Stumþy and one roan heifer in calf.
Joe went to take teacher training for Manitoba. In
those days one trained for three months, accepted a
school, taught, went back to train until one was qualifìed
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Joe continued to live at this residence until he at last
joined his loved ones in 1974 at age 83.
Joe, Bssie and Marie are buried in Eriksdale Cem-

ter what hour he came home. Grandpa would drive up
to the front door aird call, 'John,Johnny," 'tilJohn would
wake up and come out. That is howJohn was kicked by
a horse and was lame in one leg for the rest of his life.
John had an uncle Sam Lamb and other family living
in the same area west of Eriksdale, Uncle Sam had been
urgingJohn to come out west, asJohn's brother,Joe was

etery.

John & Catherine Lamb
John Andrew Lamb was
born in Armington, Cascade County Montana in
1894. His father John A.
Lamb, born 1858, the son
of Charles Lamb and
Kezia Pugsley, Haldimand
County, Nanticoke, ON.
John A. married Maggie
Cavanaugh January 6,
1889 at Otter Creek in

here.

A letter found inJohn's possessions, October 13, 1915;

John states toJoe: "Dear brother, I suppose you have
heard, poor old Grandpa died last Saturday morning.
He was only sick a few days. He was 86 years old. Aunt
Ada has gone to Toronto to train for a nurse. I intend to
start out for myself soon. If I go west it will not be until
the first of March. Aunt Ada would like me to go to busi
ness college but I hardly know what to think of it. Are all
the good homesteads taken up where you are or would
some fellow sell out pretty reasonable? If you and I had

Cascade County Montana.

They had three sons;
Walter 4., born October
11, 1889, Josepheus, born
September 15, 1B91,John

Andrew, born June

farms close together,Joe, we could make things go better for we could work together and save hiring help.
Uncle Walter will have the farm here. So take a good
look aroundJoe, for I mean business this time. Say,Joe,
have you got a hen house for I have six or seven nice
pullets and I hate to sell them? What are you going to do
this winter? How is threshing coming on? If it was only a
month earlier I would come out. Write me soonJoe. With
love,Jack."

John & Catheríne Lamb

Dec'lO, 1919

6,

1894.

John did come west in 1916 and bought a homesteaded
quarter from Charlie Holmes at SE 32-21-6
Catherine (Rene) Maclntosh Penny was born Octo-

ber

11, 1901 at Inverness, Scotland. She came to Canada

at three years of age by boat with her mother,
Alexandrina Penny, and sisters Victoria and Polly (see
William Penny). They settled atTyndal, MB in 1905 and
the family moved to Scotch Bay to homestead in 1906.
Rene attended the old Scotch Bay school, erected by
the settlers in early 1900. She worked in Winnipeg prior
to her marriage and also for Mrs. Nelson.
John Lamb and Catherine Penny were married De-

Josepheus, John Andrew & Walter Lamb
Their fatherJohn A. was kicked by a horse and died,
November 1896 at 38 years. Their mother died in childbirth, 1897 at 24 years. They were married for seven
years. Three little boys were orphans! They were taken
to their grandfather Charles in Ontario by their guard-

cember 10, 1919.John had

a

house built for his new bride.

About 16 years later he bought a two storey house from
NE 32-21-6W, built by a homesteaderJohn Brown. He
moved it one mile to the south through the bush and
fields with skids under it, using a stump puller and one
horse. The children were excited as they would have
bedrooms of their own. They watched it come slowly
closer everyday until it was moved into place. Wonder
of wonders, both floors matched when butted together!

ian Robert Lamb who worked at the court house in Great
Falls, Montana. He fostered them out to members of his

family. Walter A. to himself, Josepheus to his brother
Alfred,John Andrew the youngest was kept by grandfather Charles, who had a son Walter and daughter Ada

living at home to help.
One ofJohn's duties on the fa¡m at Nanticoke, ON
was to put his grandfather's horses into the barn no mat-
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Together they raised five children:

Obviously they had been built by the same carpenter.
John grew crops of wheat to open up his land. In the
1951 census report it is noted he had 158 acres under

I. Kathleen Agnes, bornJanuary 3, 1921. Kathleen
has several grandchildren and great-grand children

with

as well. Kathleen helped her dad with the horses,
chores and haying. She married Victor Arnfinson. They

red hair

cultivation.
Note: Nathan Finkel had 260, Fred Andrews 280 and
Arthur Salter had 201 acres under cultivation.
John and Rene operated amixed farm. Rene helping
milk cows, raising large flocks of chickens by incubating
her own eggs and hatching out baby chicks. Sometimes
the hens would start clucking, telling her that they were
ready to sit on eggs to hatch out. She raised hens for

farmecl in the Clydebank area, for eight yea.rs, moved to

Lundar when Vctor went up north to work. Kathleen
worked in a restaurant, as well sold Avon and Liquid
Embroidery. She is very artistic and has done beautiful
painting on clothing. She also knits and crochets.

laying eggs, roosters and hrrkeys to sell at Pool day' She
received many Grade lt's and some were Selects.
She grew a large garden. Rows of onions were her
specialty which she sold to the stores in Eriksdale and
Lundar. She pick wild saskatoons, raspberries, wild stawberries and cranberries to make preserves. She drove
the horse and buggy to town to deliver the cream to the

creamery and shop for groceries and supplies' Many a
cup of tea was offered in kinship from her table and many
vegetables given to her friends and family from her abundant garden.
John and Rene farmed together for 46 years in the
Clydebank district. All the other Lambs left the area.

lna Yakielshek, Cathy McLelland, Moreen Stanley,
Kathleen & John Brown, Everette Arnífinson,
Shyrlene Diell, Wendy Christiansen

John remarked, "They coaxed me to come outhere and
now they have all moved, leavingJoe and I behind."
John passed away on November 23, 1962 and Catherine
on April27, 1981. She had lived on the farm for 60 years.

Their children are:
1. Everette Victor John, born 1945, married Diane
Gunderson, Piney, MB.They own the Strathclair Hotel'
Sons: i. Wendall, drowned 1968. ü. Wesley VictorJohn,

They are both buried in Scotch Bay All Saints Cemetery.

Harold and wife Phyllis took over the farm until
Harold's death in 1985. Phyllis and son, Michael, kept

married Bonnie Richcoon, Shoal Lake, MB - daughters;
Tiffany, Natasha and Amber. üi. Gregory Allen, married Piennette Uruada, Langenburg, SK - daughter,

the dairy farm.

In

1996 Lamb's have farmed this land and milked

cows for eighty years.

John and Rene were members of the Clydebank

Jessica.

2. Shyrlene lla, born L947, married Ronald Diell,
farmer, OakPoint, children: i. Holly (1967) - sons; Cody,
Thevor, Dustin. ü. Rhonda, married Randy Allary from
Oak Point, - daughters, Randi Lee and Brittany. iii.

United Church.Johnwas amember of the Orange Lodge
in Eriksdale. Rene was a member of the Clydebank Ladies Club.

Ronald Victor Melvin. iv.Jason Kent. v. HaroldJoseph.
3. Ina May Catherine, born 1952, married Lloyd

Reykdal, born 1945, Lundar, died accidentally 1980,

children; i. Derrick Blaine, married Virginia(Gin)
Hocaluk. ii. Adele Alynn, died accidentally with her father, 1980.
Ina married Larry Yakielashek in 1985. Ina oil paints
and teaches ceramics. They live at Selkirk. Larry is a
mechanic at the Rolling Mills.

Kathleen, Joe & Lorraine Lamb, lna & Clarence
Malcolm, Phyllís & Harold Lamb
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4. Wendy Eileen, born 1953 married Dennis
Christensen, farmer, Lundar, sons; i. Adam Jason, -

married Leo Langlois. She lives in Winnipeg.
3. Bruce DouglasJohn, born 1957, married Lenore
Redden. They live at Balmoral. Children; Da¡ren and

daughter, Andrea. ii. Todd Blair, - trvins Harley (girl,),
Austin(boy). iii. TlavisJohn.

Carlee.

5. Cathy Lynn, born 1962, married Keith David
Mclelland(see D. Mclelland).
In 1978 Kathleen married John Brown, Eriksdale.

Clarence married Marion Penny (see Matthew and
Ann Lee). Clarence passed away in 1993 and is buried
in Chapel Lawn.
III. Fredrick Harold, born October 31, 1928, ma¡ried

They live on a farm four miles west of town and attend
bingo often.
II. Alexandra Ina, born 1924 married Clarence
Malcolm, Lundar, May 3, L944.They fa¡med in Clydebank area until they moved to commercial fìsh at}Jay
River, NWT. In 1953 they moved to Winnipeg as Barry

Phyllis lone Kenyon, Cypress River, December 28, 1956.

Harold and Phyllis Lamb).
IV.Joseph Walter, born November 3, 1931, ma¡ried
Lorraine Virginia Herron, Brandon, December 3, 1960.
Lorraine nursed in psychiatry for 33 years, 23 at the
Grace Hospital, Winnipeg.
After finishing schoolJoe worked on his UncleJoe's
farm in Clydebank. In 1955 he went to Winnipeg to work
at Richardson's Stock Farm. As herdsman he travelled
to fairs in Manitoba and to the Royal Fair in Toronto to
show championship cattle for eight years.
After his marriage he worked at Royalite Gas and
Crescent Creamery. He moved to his present farm at
Woodlands in 1983 where he raises purebred Hereford
Cattle. The dream of his life! Four children:
L RobertJohn Lamb, born 1961, married Tammy
Wetherall, Winnipeg in 1984. They farm and raise cattle
at Sandy Hook, MB. Robert judges show cattle at fairs.
Daughters; Coralee Dawn and Laurie Catherine .
2. PennyVirginia, born 1963, married Charles Murfìn,
Gainsborough, SK in 1991. They live in Winnipeg. Penny
(See

was of school age. Clarence worked on heavy equipment

then took a permanent job at Motor Coach Industries.
Clarence retained a love of the country. He spent many
weekends in the Interlake hunting and fishing while Ina
and the children spent time visiting with her parents.
Ina and Clarence were active in the Kirkfield United
Church and Ina sang in the choir.
Ina passed away with cancer in September 1989. She
is buried at Chapel Lawn, Winnipeg.

is a psychiatric nurse. Sons; TylerJared andJeremy Thavis.

3. BradleyJames,

born 1965, married Laurel Richter,

Wellwyn, SK in 1993 Bradley works for Manitoba Hydro.
4. DouglasJoe, born 1973. Doug works in Calgary,
AB.

V. Margaret Rose, born November 3, 1931, twin to
Joe. She married Tom Malcolm in 1948. Children;
Moreen, , married Ron Witt in 1967, daughter, Kelly.
Moreen married Calvin Stanley in 1994.Jerry married
Alice Dunn from Lundar, children;Michelle married to
Kelly Chartrand, Lyndon, Leanne.
Moreen came to live with her grandparents until she
completed her schooling at Clydebank and Eriksdale.
Jerry was raised by several aunts and uncles.

Míchael, Debbie, Terrí, Leona & Barry Malcolm,
Leo Langlois Dawn Burns, Jonathon Burns;
Bruce (holding Daren) & Lenore (holding Carlee)
Malcolm, Clarence & lna Malcolm,
Beverly Langlois
They raised three children:
1. BarryJames, born 1947, manied Leona Graham,
Winnipeg. They live near Tyndal, three children; TerriLynne, married Terry Loeb. Debbie. Michael.
2. Beverly Ann, born 1950, married Dan Burn. Bev's
children are: Dawn Marie. Jonathan Daniel. Beverly

Margaret was hospitalized in 1954, she is in

in Edmonton. Tom passed away in L974 and
Lundar Cemetery.
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a

hospital

is buried

in

chores, prepare lessons and correct scribblers'til after
midnight. Occasionally the routine was broken by visitors, church or school meetings or a night out to go danc-

ing. Phyllis taught school for 12 years and farmed with
Harold.
In the spot where their buildings are today, they
cleared away all the trees and brush to build a house in
1959. The first project was to drill a well. Harry Walker
came to find the stream by witching il, He had Phyllis
hold the willow stick that was in a I' shape over the
stream he found. She could feel a hard pull on the willow branch. Harry had to drill43 feet to get an excellent
supply stream of water. Phyllis is still using the same well
in 1996 and can run water all day and it will never pump
dty'
Edwin Lindell was the carpenter. They were so excited to have a home of their own. Phyllis was busy that
summer, gardening, in the hay field to help shape and
top the stacks with a pitchfork, hand milking eight to
twelve cows when the work in the hay field was done.
When the house progressed far enough, she painted with
the brush or roller, both interior and exterior and installed the complete tile flooring herself.
She can well remember Thanksgiving weekend of
October 1959. It had rained for days and started snowing on Wednesday, October 7. By Thursday at least 18
inches of snow had fallen on top of muddy ground.
Harold bought another horse from a neighbor so he
could haul the manure away out of the old barn on a
stone-boat. The tractors wouldn't move in the snow and
mud. Some radiators froze, that weren't winterized with
anti-freeze. In the blizzard it was impossible to manoeuvre with a car. That was the beginning of winter 1959;

Harold & Phyllis Lamb
Fredrick Harold, born October 31, 1928, to John and
Catherine Lamb. He attended ClydebankSchool. Harold
belonged to the Boys and Girls Grain Club, taught by
Jack Ross. At fìeld days he excelled in pole vaulting.
Harold enjoyed watching local hockey games and
Hockey Night in Canada. He was a trustee on the Clydebank School board,
He farmed with his father after school days were over.
In 1950 he purchased land at NE 32-21-6W and had
more bulldozing done to cultivate more acres to grow
grain. He milked cows with his parents. Before the
snowplow kept the roads open in winter, he owned a
driving team called Rocketand Rangerwhich could pass
anything on the road and he dared to do it.

Phyllis Kenyon came to Eriksdale in 1951-1952 to
teach on permit at Clydebank School. She was born in
Cypress River, MB and received her education there.
She taught on permit at Macross School in 1952-1953.

that snow never melted until spring.
On Saturday, October 10, 1959, the electrician came
to complete the wiring and turn on the power. He didn't
finish, so stayed overnight. At 11:00 o'clock October 11,
1959, on came the power. Everything worked! The elec-

Taking seriously the advice of Inspector Friesen, she enrolled in Teachers College to become a qualified teacher,
1953-1954. From 1954-1962 she taught at Clydebank
School. 1962-1963 she taught at Scotch Bay School and
1963- 1964 she taught grades three and four in Eriksdale.
Harold and Phyllis were married December 28, 1956
in the Cypress River United Church. Farming began for
Phyllis as Harold was in the dairy business, she learned
to milk cows and (40 years later still is). The routine was
to arise early, milk cows, walk one and one half miles to
school, teach all day, prepare lessons, walk home, make
and eat supper, milk cows, do dishes and household

trician left to go home but the snow was so deep, it just
pushed up in front of his truck and he didn't get an eighth
of a mile.

With the house paid, it was time to consider building
a new barn.

By 1961 they did just that by pouring the cement footing and foundation. It was 34 feet wide by 70 feet long
with a hip roof and a loft. It housed 28 cows, There was
space for a milk house in one front corner and two calf
pens at the far end. It had a wide alley-way so Harold
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Michael & Jody Lamb
could shovel out manure using a stone-boat pulled by a
team of horses. They separated the milk and shipped
cream to the Eriksdale Creamery. Phyllis trucked the
cream to town, paid ihe bills and shopped for groceries.
1961 was avety dry year. With little rain the hay crop
was poor. Many neighbors bought hay at Hodgson and

putitup. Harold decided againstHodgson
it would be too much for Phyllis to look after

stayed there to

because

the cows and supervise building of the new barn. They
compromised and sold all extra cattle, kept the dairy
cows and scratched around to put up all the hay they
could. It was a lean year but they managed. They always had their own beef and a plentiful vegetable garden. She cooked for the men, hay-movers, carpenters,
worked in the hay field and painted the ba¡n. They handmilked the cows outside in the cowyard all that summer.
The old barn was just too hot.
In 1966 they bought Surge bucket milkers. The weight
of one bucket full of milk was at least 85 pounds. After
finishing 32 cows, Phyllis remarked, "I am so tired I just

Michael, Phyllis; Darcy (holding Brandy)
& Randy Lamb
Gudmundson and Ellyne Lundquist. Darcy and Michael
welcomed their son Randy Michael on June 15, 1985
and their daughter Brandy Ann onJune 28, 1989. In
1993 theyreplaced their mobile home with ahouse built
whereJohn and Rene had lived.
On May 24, l968Jody Koralee joined Lamb's Quarters family farm.Jody was a bright eager child and

ajoy

to watch grow.Jody belonged to 4-H clothing club, baton twirling, Explorers at the United Church and took
piano lessons. She loved sports, played volleyball with
the school team, played ball from grade nine on with
the Eriksdale Ladies team. She became an avid figure
skater,learning, coaching, teaching and twice won the
silver medal for the Interlake. She received her education at Eriksdale and Lundar schools and went to the
University of Manitoba to study and receive her Bachelor of Arts degree with a psychology major. She studied
for a degree inJournalism at Mount Royal College, Cal-

feel like falling up against the wall."'l'he milk had to be
lifted again to put it through a cream separator and the

skim milk fed to the calves.
In 1965 a precious little baby named Allan Michael
became their first child. What a happy, momentous
event. Michael was such a beautiful, happy baby, always
smiling. He received his education grades I to 12 at Eriksdale and Lundar schools. He played minor hockey, belonged to the 4-H club and loved baseball; although there
was no team for him to play with until he joined the
Outlaws in 1984. He played hockey with the Eriksdale
Mustangs for a few years until he injured his knee and
the demands of dairying became too great.

gary, AB where she was presented with a non-applied
for scholarship for her writing, enthusiasm and financial
need. Jody is a reporter, court reporter and sometime
editor for the Cranbrook, BC Townsman newspaper. She
thoroughly enjoys j ournalism.

Michael married Darcy Ann Gudmundson on February 15, 1986. Darcy is the third daughter of Leonard
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they had added 30 feet to make 100 feet. They built a
chop house as a right wing and a milk house as a left
wing. The gutters were deepened to acceptable size by
adding four inches of cement to the whole floor. New
comfort stalls were put in to house 32 cows. They purchased a pipeline milking machine, bulk tank, manure
spreader and installed an electric ba¡n cleaner. Harold
no longer had to shovelf rmer's goldonand off the stoneboat. This whole procedure was a good decision. Harold
and Phyllis with their family worked to develop Lamb's

Quarters Dairy.

Phyllis has painted the barn twice alone, and twice
with help, also the cattle shed, garden shed and garage
needed. The plank fences constructed by Michael a¡rd
Shane Kauppila in 1986 and 1988 have been painted by
as

Darcy and Phyllis. Two years ago they repainted them
all, it took 44 gallons of paint and their spare time all

Phílip Stark & Jody Lamb

summer.

Phyllis has always done the farm records, GST and

On Septemb er 24,l994,Jody Lamb and Philip Blake
Sta¡k were married. Phil is a sheriff with law enforcement in British Columbia.
1956-1973 Harold grew grain. Harold operated the
threshing machine and later the combine. It was com-

Income Täx and now uses a computer. She says farmers
are overwhelmedwith paper and paperworkwhen there
is so much outside work to do on the farm.
To keep the farm in some kind of order, Phyllis devel-

causes depression that caused his sickness. Phyllis hauled

oped a policy years ago, "If it doesn't belong there, pick
it up and put it away or garbage it." She wants vehicles
to drive around without fear of driving nails or glass into

the grain to the granaries in a half ton truck with a modi-

tires as it saves a lot of repair bills.

bining frozen grain that heated in 1968, that caused a
chemical imbalance that'causes brain disfunction that

Since Harold's untimely chosen death on il'lay 29,
1985, Michael and Phyllis have continued with the dairy
farm. They have expanded a small Angus-cross beef
herd. They grow alfalfa for cattle feed. Michael drives
the machinery and is very careful, competent and reli-

fìed grain box. Unloading it ivas troublesome as she had
to start the unco-operative motor powered auger. In 1968
she took four month oldJody, with her on every trip.
They hauled grain together for five years untilJody went
to school. While waiting for loads in the field she taught
how to knit.Jody ma¡ked the loads on the dash of

able.

Jody
the old truck with a crayon and learned to count. The

Phyllis has been active in this community for 44 years
with the Clydebank Ladies Club, (one job was design-

marks are still there!
There were trips for repairs.Just a word to other farm
women. Be sure if you are sent for repairs, you have the
make, model, part number and year of the machine with
you. Even take the broken part if you can. At machine
repair shops, quite often men don't listen to women!
By 1970 the Arborg cheese plant was looking for more
bulk milk shippers and had been asking Lambs to switch

ing quilts), Briksdale Figure Skating Club, Festivals,
United Church, Manse committee, choir concerts backdrops, designing and making many banners for the
church, S¡rnta Claus and centennial parades, 4-H clothing club leader, (taught 72 children and adults to sew
over 17 years), judges public speaking and demonstrations. Her hobbies include walking, skiing, travelling,
dancing, reading, sewing, knitting, crocheting, and oil

over to sell milk. InJuly 1971 Harold was scheduled for
an operation leaving Phyllis with the chores. The Surge
Dairy Equipment Company loaned them a portable cooling tank with a plug in compressor and they were in the
milk shipping business. Economically the difference was
so great that they decided to renovate their barn. By fall

painting.
Harold
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is

buried in All Saints Cemetery at Scotch Bay'

purchased a cattle ranch 19 miles east of Lundar, near
where Ka¡i was raised and where we still live.

Kari continues to enjoy farming, trucking (mainly on
the winter roads for Sigfusson Construction), and work-

ing for Eastshore Ambulance (which he has been involved with for eight years as an ambulance attendant
and co-ordinator).
I also work as an ambulance attendant, work on the
farm, and manage a small store in Lundar called A-l

Lamblin TV and Appliance.
Giselle, Michelle and Christy took their grades kindergarten to 12 atlundar and Eriksdale Collegiates.
Giselle and Michelle have been living in Chetwynd
BC for three years. Michelle works in a convenience store
full-time. Giselle works in First-aide and Security at WestCan Energy (natural gas) and part-time at a convenience

Kari & Jeanette Lamblin;
Michelle, Christy, Gíselle

store.

Christy has completed her Bachelor of Science at the
University of Winnipeg and in the fall of 1994 she will
be going to Red River Community College to take a two
year Medical Laboratory Technology Course.

LAMBLIN
Kari & Jeanette
Jeanette (Janet) Anne Marie Hogue was born in Eriksdale, April 27, 1950.I was the fifth child and the first girl
in a family of fìve boys and five girls. We grew up in a
huppy busy household where everyone had their daily
chores and everyone gave a helping hand caring for the
younger ones. We walked 1.5 miles to attend school at
La Fontaine School. I took grades one to eight there. I
went to a convent at St. Adolphe and took my grade
nine. I took my grades 10 and 11 back at Eriksdale. I
went to Winnipeg to stay with Grandma Richaud in 1968,
while Grandpa was in the hospital, and took my grade
12 at Glenlawn Collegiate in St. Vital.
I married Kari Robert Lamblin (son of Peggy and

LAMBLIN
Pierre & Rita
Rita Heroux was born in 1915 to Frank and Jeanne
fiordon) Heroux. (See Frank Heroux). On October 24,
1936 she married Pierre Lamblin in the Abbeville
Church. Pierre was the son of Marie and Robert Lamblin
of Eastlarid district. ( See Robert Lamblin). Grandma
(Tharcille) Heroux lived with them.
They lived a short time with Mr. Lamblin nea¡ Lundar, and then worked on a ranch for Kari Byron of
Vestfold Post Office for several years. Their next move
was to Lundar, and later to Winnipeg when Pierre got
work at Union Metal Pierre also worked for Building

Btienne Lamblin, of Lundar) on October 11, 1969 in
Eriksdale. Kari had been born in Eriksdale onJanuary
30, 1949. Kari and I moved to Winnipeg where he was
working for Bental Construction. We lived in Winnipeg
for almost ayean Giselle Anne Marie, our oldest daughter was born in Winnipeg at the Misericordia Hospital
on April 27, 1970. We then moved back to Lundar to
live and Kari worked at Danielson's Garage and at the
Lundar Motor Hotel. Michelle Dionne Pegg/, our second daughter, was born August 26, I97L at Briksdale

Products, while Rita worked for Eaton's bakery and Da-

kota Bakery- decorating cakes.

They had five children. Their daughters, Shirley,
Cecile and Doreen were born in Eriksdale. Robert and
Mariþ were born in St. Boniface Hospital.
Shirley, born in 1937, married Derry Ward and has
six children (tr,vo daughters and four sons). They reside
in Winnipeg.
Cecile, born in 1938, married Dave Cowley and has
two children. They reside in White Rock, BC.
Doreen, born in 1941, married Walter Eby and has

Hospital.
We moved to Arborg in the spring of 1972. Christy
Dawn our youngest daughter was born at the Arborg

Hospital onJanuary 17,1973. Kari worked atJohnson's
Seed Plant in Arborg until the spring of 1974 when we
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wagon to the Abbeville School district to live with
Grandma Marie-Bstelle.

Robert later moved his family to the back of the
Abbeville Church. During this time a second daughter,
Lise, was born in the Kob's home. The Kob's place was
later taken over by Masicates and would be a cheese
factory.

In the summer of 1915 Robert moved to the Bastland
School districtand again stayed with GrandmaLamblin.
Grandma Lamblin with the aid of her family had built a
two story log house on SE 5-22-4W.In the meantime
Robert decided to build his own house - a log shack with
a tar paper roof on NW 9-22-4W. Antoinette (Anty) and
Gabrielle (Gibby) were born in the log cabin with Mrs'
George Douglas, Sr. as the midwife and nurse. Robert
and Marie, later built themselves a two story lumber
house. It was here that Etienne and Rose were born,
and again Mrs. Douglas attended.
All the children attended the Eastland School. They
had two local teachers Mrs. Fred Bell and Miss Bthel

SOth AnníversarY
Cecíle, Robert, Doreen, Shirley;
Pierre, Rita, Marilyn

Rushforth along with many other outside teachers.
Robert and Marie, upon their arrival in Canada, had
trouble with the Bnglish language. They later became
quite fluent with the help of Mr. George Fenton.
Their family attended the Abbeville Church quite
regularly. It was a twenty mile round trip. Marie played
the organ while there. All theil children were confirmed

five children (four daughters and one son). They reside
in North Delta, BC.
Robert, born in 1945, married Evelyn and has two
sons (first marriage). He married Marie on October 12,
1979 (second marriage) and has one son and two daughters. 'l'hey live in BC.
Marilyn, born in 1954 married Gus Lodowyks and
has one son and one daughter. They reside in Winni-

in the church.
Robert Lamblin was a veteran of the WWI. Marie
passed away in 1935 and Robert in 1945. Both are laid
to rest in the Abbeville cemeterY.
Their family:
John began farming on the former Fred Marriner quarter in Bastland. He later moved to Lundar, and then Winnipeg, where he worked as aWinnipeg hansit mechanic.
John married a school teacher, Warda Duxbury of
Killarney, MB. They have two sons; Arthur andJohn.
John senior passed awayJuly 2, 1985.
Pierre moved with his family to Lunda¡ and worked
at the quarry east of town. He married Rita Heroux from

peg.

In 1965 they built a new home in which they are still
living (April, 1995). They have a beautiful flower garden
and enjoy visits from their family.
'l
I

I

LAMBLIN
Robert & Marie-Louise
Marie-Bstelle Lamblin, Robert's grandma, came to
Canada in 1910 from Lille, France. She brought with her
two sons, Antoine and Luc, and a daughter, MarieEstelle. They settled in the Deerhorn ilrea. Her daughter, Marie-Estelle, would later becr.rnte Mrs. William
(Billy)Roland.
Robert and Marie-Louise, also from Lille, France, arrived here in 1913. They had three children at this time:
John (three), Pierre (two), and Marcelle (eight months).
They came by train to Oak Point, and continued by

Eastland, October 24,1936. They moved to Vestfold and
later to Winnipeg. He worked for Building Products.

Their five children arc; Shirley, Cecile, Doreen, Robert
and Ma¡iline.
Marcelle married Kenneth Brook,June 15, 1936. They
farmed in the Reynolds SchooldistrictSW 6-22-3W. They
have three children; Clifford, Nora and Raye. (See Ken
and Marcelle Brook).
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Lise ma¡ried Sigurdur better known as Sam Sþrdson,
inJuly 1942.They too, farmed in Lundar areaNE 6-20-

LAMOUREUX
Fred & lsabelle

4W. Sam worked with local hydro and later with Winnipeg Supply. Lise has worked at the Bissett Mines and
also the Lundar Hotel Cafe. They have two children;
Douglas and Marie.
Antoinette nick-named Anty, attended Eriksdale and
Lundar Collegiates, then moved on to Winnipeg. Anty
also worked at the Bissett Mines. She married Arthur
Peloquin from Abbeville in 1940. Arthur had already
enlisted in the PPCLI and was stationed at the Fort
Osborne Ba¡racks. They had two children; Denise and
Leo. Arthur was on draft from England. He was killed in
action in Holland in 1945. Antoinette owned and operated the Peloquin Grill on Notre Dame Avenue in Win-

Fred married Isabelle Bazinet in 1933. They began farm-

ing in the Abbeville district and then moved to the La
Fontaine area in 1943 and farmed there for the remainder of their lives.
Over the years many teachers boa¡ded at their home
because of the closeness to the school.
The family consisted of six children:

Edna (born 1933) married Marno Gudmundson of
Arborg and had four children: Lenore married Emil
Erikson and have two children; Lisa and Mark. Karen

dar he married Gudbjorg (P"SSy) Vigfusson. They
farmed in the Chatfìeld area, later moving to Lundar

married Larry Erikson. They have three children; Kirstin,
Brock and Linda. Ti"udi married Dwayne Sigfusson and
they also have three children Brett, Tenniel and Tätum.
Son, Barry, remains single.
Evelyn (born 1935) married Bill Beauchemin of Eriksdale and had one son, Lionel, who married Grry.
Louise (born 1939) ma¡ried Bob Houston of Eriksdale and had two sons; Dwayne and Reece. Reece married Sharon.
Vctor (born 1941) married Doreen Sweetland of Lundar and had two daughters. Donna-Mae married Alan
Anderstedt (divorced) remarried to Randy Tegelberg in
1993. Three children; Donald, Karissa and Eric. Lorette

SW 5-20-3W. Etienne drove a school bus for many years

married Doug Kirby. They have two children; Shawn

from Lillesve to Lundar. Their children are; Kari (Kay

and Brandy.

nipeg. She later moved to Burnaby, BC.

Gabrielle worked for a short time in the Eriksdale
Hotel and later at the mines in Bissett, MB. She returned
to Winnipeg and went to work for Perths Dry Cleaners.
ln 1947 she married Peter Unger. Their son Gerald was
born in 1953. Gabrielle retired from Perths after 32 years
of service. Peter passed away in 1986.
Etienne served with the PPCLI, WWII and was taken

prisoner in Hong Kong. After returning home to Lun-

Therese (born 1944)marriedJohn Friesen of Winkler

for short),June and Debbie. Btienne passed away in Feb-

ruary, 1993.

and had two children: Veldawho marriedJim Wild and

Rose attended the St. Norbert Collegiate and boarded

they have three children;Amanda, Brittany and Cammy.

at the convent there. She worked at the Black Stone Res-

Michael married Mary Anne.John passed away in October 1993.
Rita (born 1951) married Grant Sidwall of Eriksdale
and had two sons; Shaun and Kyle.
Isabelle passed away in 1975 at the age of sixty-four

taurant.

In

1945, she married Gordon Perry. Theymoved

to Neepawa for three years, then returned to Winnipeg.
After seventeen yeaff of service for Great West Life, Rose

retired in 1988.

and Fred passed away in 1981 at the age of seventy-three.

Gordon was born in Saskatchewan. He served in the
armed forces both in Canada and overse¿N during WWIL
Besides farming, he also worked for the International
Harvest Co. He drove a street car for Winnipeg Transit
for a time. Finally he retired as a senior inspector for the
CAB Aircraft after 31 years of service. The children are;
Sheila, Marie-Louise (now deceased) and Debra.

LAMOUREUX
Victor & Doreen
Vctor Lamoureux is the only son of Fred and Isabelle
Lamoureux, he was born in 1941 in Eriksdale. He got
his education at La Fontaine School.
After finishing school he worked at home on the farm
until starting to work for Ray Grandmont at his garage.
He then went to work in Winnipeg.
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In

and I were also trustees for St. Erik's Catholic Church.
Victor has been involved as a director on the co-op board
since 1992. In approximately 1993 Victor became involved with the Eriksdale Museum board and I joined

1963 he married Doreen Sweetland, third child of

Leonard and Evelyn Sweetland of Lundar.
We started our family while in Winnipeg as DonnaMae was born in 1963. We soon decided the city was
not for us so in 1964 we purchased Fred and Laura

them in 1995.
After f)onna fìnished sc.hool, she worked at Havakeen
for one summer and then worked in Winnipeg at Holt
Renfrew before getting married to Alan Anderstedt in
1983. They had three children; Donald, Karissa and Eric.
In 1993 Donna-Mae married Randy Tegelberg.

Desjarlais'farm - NB 19-21-4W.
On April 30, 1964 we packed all our worldly possessions and headed north, back to Eriksdale to start farming. Our farm consisted of one quarter section and six
cows, We were so h"ppy to be in the country; we felt

in 1983

and helped on the farm
until she began working at Eriksdale Credit Union in
1984. In 1986 she ma¡ried Doug Kirby. They now have
two sons, Shawn and Devan, and a daughter Brandy.
(See Doug Kirby).
In 1992 Victor had a heart attack and had a triple bypass in March 1993. We surely have had a new outlook
on life since then. It really made us more aware of our
family and friends and our five grandchildren.
Lorette graduated

like millionaires.
Our second daughter Lorette was born in 1965. In
1966 we purchased more land and machinery.We milked
cows for almost 25 years - ten days short to be exact. We
milked by hand for a number of years until we bought a

milking machine. The first night was one to remember'
We were milking 27 cows which took about an hour and
a half with the four of us milking. That night it took three
hours just to milk, then there were the rest of the chores
to do and the cleaning up. What a nightmare! We were
ready to throw out the machines and go back to milking
by hand. We were told we just had to be patient and
things would get better.
We have seen many changes in the way farming is

LAND¡N
Eric & Kristina
Eric Persson and Kristina Larsdotter married in Kall,
Jamtland Sweden in 1895. In 1904 Eric immigrated to
and work in various lumber camps in Canada and the
northern United States. In 1906 Kristina with four children, Leonard, Oscar, Axel and Victoria arrived in Winnipeg to meet Eric and they moved to Bovill ldaho. After a short time Eric and Kristina decided to join relatives in the Nyland School district. In April 1909 Eric

done. When we started farming we cut hay with the horse

and raked it with a dump rake. Then we became owners
of a nine foot tractor mower and a side-delivery rake.
We went from stacking hay with horses to a tractor sweep

to a round baler - now that was some improvement!
There is only one drawback - you don't get to see one
another in the hayfield as each member is usually in a
separate field doing his own thing.
We always had a lot of work to do with farming but

made application for
homestead rights, by mail,

still had time to enjoy watching the girls when they took
figure skating. We both enjoyed curling for many years

did Donna-Mae and Lorette.
We have been very involved in the 4-H progrrìm'

as

with his brotherJon acting
as proxy. By November
1909 Eric and Kristina be-

each ofus have been project leaders as well as parents

of

gan homesteading on

as

NW

25-22-6W. They travelled
by train to Oak Point and
walked the remaining 40
miles to the homestead

4-H members. Donna-Mae was a member for eight years
and Lorette for ten years - they both belonged to the

Eriksdale Clovers and the Eriksdale 4-H Dairy Club.
Thcr¡ hnfh were lrr¡l¡w ennrrcrh
fo he awarded trins
over
- ^'- *ö^I
their years of involvement. I, Doreen, have been a club
leader for 19 years as of 1995 - 1996. I was a leader ofthe
Dairy Club for six years, project leader and assistant
leader of the 4-H Clovers. In the fall of 1995 I became

site. l,ric's

their business leader.
Victor was a fire guardian for a number of years. He

son, on the NE 30-22-6W. Brita and Nils had four children - Martha, Adolf, Bertha and Esther' BrotherJonas

mother

Maretha Johansson, lived

with her daughter Brita
and son-in-law Nils Nel-
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Maretha Johansson

family and with his sons trapped in the early days. Books
were a treat. Bric loved reading. He found politics and
science interesting and it is recalled, he commented in
the late 1930's that travel to the moon might someday
happen. Eric was a dedicated whist player. The Landin
farm was a popular place for a card game. Kristina always served a lunch and coffee to the men, no matter
how late. A pioneer woman with great patience and endurance, she was never idle. She was ready to help those
in need and always had time for those who loved her,
and there were many.
Nine children:
The four eldest born in Sweden.
1. Leonard (Pete) (1896-1990) married Lynda Engfors
Parker in 1939. Together with their two children, Fran
andJoyce, they eventually moved east. Lynda died in
1951. Later Pete married Chris Bouvitz from Norway.
After many years working for General Motors Oshawa
he and Chris returned to Winnipeg. Chris died in 1989.
2. Osca¡ 0897-1973) was a carpenter and worked mostly
on grain elevator conskuction, including the grain terminal at Churchill. He remained a bachelor and spent
his later years in Winnipeg.
3. Axel (1900-1974) married Kae Vopni and they had
three children; Bill, Don and Alice.Inl947 Axel, the last
son to leave the farm, moved with his family to Winnipeg. He too was a carpenter.
4. Victoria (1902-1982) married Milton LangLangstaff
in Chicago. They returned to Mulvihill in l93l and soon
built a house on NE 25-22-6W in the Nyland district. In
1937 they sold the farm and at the urging of brother Oscar went to Teulon where Victoria and Olga cooked for
Oscar's elevator gang. The family moved to Lunda¡ later.
There were two children, Lorne and Lorna. Lang passed
away in 1940 and Victoria and children moved to Win-

Lorna, Victoria, Milton & Lorne Langstaff
Persson and his son Ole were on the NB 24-22-6W.
BrotherJon P. Ocklind and his son Pete were on the SW
30-22-6W. Mr. Ocklind was a lay preacher in the area. A
third brother had immigrated with Eric spent time in

Idaho and settled in the US.
The fìrst house (1909) was built of logs with a sod roof
and was living quarters and stable combined. Later improvements were: a permanent ll/2 storey log house,
l6'x 24'($300), al2'x 30' log stable ($75), a 14 foot well
($40), a mile and a quarter of fencing ($50). Several acres
broken or cropped and by 1916 full patent rights. Some
years later a summer kitchen was added a¡rd Oscar's
place as it was known was hauled on skids from his quarter (SW 25-22-6W) at Little Dog Lake. It was attached to
the log house and served as a very large bedroom. All
thatremains of the Landin homestead are the field stones
surrounding Kristina's kitchen garden and the well Bric

built.
During the first years Eric found seasonal work with
the railroad. The two eldest boys walked to Oak Point
for supplies. By l9l0 the walk became shorter. The rails
had reached Lunda¡ and in l9l4 the family had a horse
and wagon. As time progressed a herd of sheep, wild
game and their own farm animals sustained them. Older
children left home taking jobs to help support those still
on the farm. They were strong people and had many
huppy times and good neighbors as friends. Social activities were an important part of life. Dances at the local

nipeg.
The next two children were born in Bovill, Idaho.
5. Selma (1907-1973) married Helmer La¡son from Nord
School area. They lived awhile at Sleeve Lake on SE 625-4W and then moved to NW 3l-22-5W in Nyland district, then to Winnipeg. They had four children - Douglas, Lorraine, Blverna and Leo. Helmer died in 1968, and

son Doug in 1986.

6. Albin (1909-1975) married Grace Metcalfe whose
family lived on NW 3l-22-5W after Larson's departure
for Winnipeg, They had three daughters: Audrey,Hazel
and Bvelyn.
The three youngest children were born in Eriksdale.

school were well attended and often lasted well into earþ

morning hours. The Landins'father, sons and daughter,
Anna, were much in demand to supply the music with
their talents on the accordion.
Eric was a shoemaker by trade. He made skis for the
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Olga 09ll-1988) married Percy Fielder of Winnipeg.

7.

Deerhorn and Chatfield.(See Napoleon Lane).
Ten days after our wedding Frank suddenly became
very ill and was in St. Boniface Hospital for three months.
He had a crippled arm when he came home to work on
the ranch ofJohn Erikson of Lundar. He worked there

They had four children: Shirley, Merlyn, Wayne and
Lynda. Baby Shirley died in 1935, Percy died in 1974 and
Wayne in 1987.
8. George was born in 1914. He married Elsie Mclnnis
of Rcnnic and thcy had onc daughtcr, Babs. Thcy rc

for thrcc ycars. InJunc 1037 bcforc our first son Allcn,
was born, a fire came through and everything except
the house was burnt. The chickens were in the bush.
What a time to milk 35 cows without a barn! We had to
rebuild all the buildings. Our second son Lloyd was born

sided for many years at Rennie and later Winnipeg.
George was also a carpenter and retired in 1979. Blsie
passed away in 1990.
9, Anna (1916-1971) married Ed McCrady and was widowed in 1959. Later she married Albin Johannson in

there

In

Eríc & Kristina Landin

In

1947

a

Eric and Kristina left the farm and in

1938.

with room for a store and
we got the Suffren Post Office.Joan our third child was
born that year. We stayed in Suffren for six years with
Frank delivering mail and also hauling cream to
Chatfield. By then we had Evelyn and Clifford.
lnl944 we sold the farm and Post Office to Ernest
Gaudette and moved 1l miles to the Massicotte farm,
across the road from Abbeville Church. The school was
on our land and Mrs. Laura Desjarlais was the teacher.
All fìve children went to Abbeville School.
We were blessed withJudy in 1950 but illness took
her in 1952. She is buried with Grandma and Grandpa
Lane in Abbeville Cemetery. To our great joy we had
two more sons;Edward (1953) and Gerald (1954).
In 1956 we moved to Winnipeg and bought a home. I
worked in the St. Amant Centre and the four oldest all
got work.Joan married in 1958, Allen in 1959, Lloyd in
1960, Evelyn in 1961 and the others later.
In 1962 we bought the East Braintree Hotel, and then
sold due to illness. Later we bought St. Agathe Hotel
and operated it from 1964-1969. It was a great sorrow to
lose our eldest son Allen in 1973.
In 1991 Frank passed away. My son Ed and his two
children live with me. Itwas another heartbreakwhen I
lost my son Lloyd in 1993.
Their eight children and grandchildren are:
Allen married Lorette Cote in 1959 in Winnipeg. They

Winnipeg.

with

in

1955

large family gathering, celebrated their 60th wed-

ding anniversary. Eric died in 1958 at age 89 and Kristina
died in 1960 at age 90. Sons and daughters, with the exception of Albin who died in Washington state, are buried at Chapel Lawn Cemetery in Winnipeg along with

their parents.
Eric and Kristina are survived by son George, 16
grandchildren, 5l great-grandchildren, 46 great-greatgrandchildren, and nephews and nieces in Sweden.

1939 Frank

built

a home

had four children: Kenneth (1961); Darlene (1960) mar-

ried Erny Nolin and they have a son Lee; Carol (1962)
married Darrel Lind in 1980, divorced, has three children; Samantha, Chelsea and Kevin; and Darren (1964)
has two children, Allen and Kristen.
Lloyd marriedJanice Blakesley in 1961 and worked

LANE
Frank & Lucienne
I, Lucienne (Lucy),
Frank Heroux

was born at Elm Creek

in

1915 to

andJeanneJordon. (See Frank Heroux

story). I married Frank Lane onJune 10, 1936 in the
Abbeville Church.
Frank was born in 1910 to Napoleon and Georgina
(McMillan) Lane from Suffren, a district between

for Flyers Industries. They have three children; Barbara
(1962) married Darrel Severs; Steven (1963) married
Janice and they have four sons: Micheal, Daniel,Jeremy
and Shawn; and David (1964).
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We remember the fun we had on the farm. We worked

very hard but we had a loving home with lots of laughter.

There were about 30 children within a two mile radius attending our one room school house in Abbeville.
Mrs. Laura Desjarlais taught there for many years. Mom
and Dad encouraged us to have our many friends over.
Our favorite pastime was playing guitar and singing songs

with all our friends.
Dad loved playing cards. Many nights were spent
playrng KingPetro. We alljoined in. Mom spenther evenings sewing for us all, by the coal oil lamp ,til midnight.
The chores seemed endless with little time for study.
The boys helped Dad cut cord wood and haul it to Eriksdale in winter. Summer was filled making hay, seeding
and harvesting. Dad always bragged that we worked like

Lloyd, Joan, Frank, Evelyn, Allen;
Ed, Lucienne, Gerald, Clifford ( 1972)

men.

The beauty of driving home, played out, in the back
of the hay rack. We spent many days in summer picking
berries with Mom. There were cranberries, saskatoons,
raspberries and strawberries. Mom had the job of can-

Joan maried Laurent Chapdelaine in 1958. They have
five children: Cheryl (1960) married Mike Mikiluk and
they have three sons; Kyle, Corey and Brett; Cindy (1962)
divorced, with one son and residing in Winnipeg; Angela

ning.
We looked forward to our social events. Abbeville
School picnic and our big day was Eriksdale and Oak
Point picnics. We would all pile into the truck and stay
for the day.

(1963) and residing in Alberta; Evelyn (1965) married
Riel Hebert and they have two children, Eric and Natalie;
and Laurent þ, (197a) and living in Oak Bluff, MB.

Evelyn married Don Berger in 1960 in Winnipeg.
They had fìve children: Micheal (1961) residing in BC;
Melissa (1963) marriedJ. Sullivan and they have a son
and daughter and reside in ON; Lynette (1966) residing
in BC;Debby (1969) residing in BC; and Mirchel (1972)
residing in North Delta, BC.
Clifford married Anne Marie Menaige in 1970 and
they had two children; Daniel (1973) and tevor (1975),

friendly competition between Deerhorn, La Fontaine and
Abbeville schools for the best concert. Midnight mass
was also a big event for us. Mrs. Arcand was very instrumental in teaching us music. We practised for Christmas

He was divorced and married Pearl Sedor in 1980. Pearl
had tr¡¡o daughters;Janet (1962) married Charles Lange

We fondly remember the talent night competitions
held at the church and the box socials held at the school.

At Christmas Mrs. Desjarlais always put on a big concert which we practised for weeks ahead. There was a

carols and a lovely pageant every year at the Abbeville

Church.

In 1952 our

andJackie (1966) married Neil Sookoo and they have
one daughter. Clifford works as an orderly in the St.

sisterJudy died at two. We will always
remember how supportive all our neighbors were.
Mom and Dad were very special people who provided for us the best way they could. They raised seven
children to be loving and caring people who have gone

Boniface Hospital.

Judy Anne, born in 1950 and died in 1952.
Edward married Sharon Fontaine in 1973 and they
have twins; Adam and Audrey (1973). Edward is employed by CNR.
Gerald married Sherry Wold and they have two children; Tämara (1981) and Colin (1933). Gerald works for
Manitoba Hydro.
Childhood memories from the late 1940's early 1950's
byJoan Chapdelaine (Lane).

on to their own lives and raised families. For this we thank
them.
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and lived near them until she passed away in 1965 at the

LANE
Napoleon & Georgina

age of eighty-three. Mr. and Mrs. Lane had many happy
memories of their life on the homestead.

Following is a little information about the senior Lane's
as gleaned from W to W. The story was written by
Lucienne (Heroux) Lane and she asked to have us use

LARSON

what we desired for our book.
J.F. Napoleon Lane and his wife Georgina McMillan
took a homestead in Suffren in 1914. Suffren was a partly
French settlement eleven miles east of Deerhorn and was
named after a boat. Mr. and Mrs. Lane were both from
St. Charles village where they farmed outside the town
for several years before deciding to go on a homestead.
They moved in a house which had been built before
Mrs. Lane and the six small children came. She found it
very difficult leaving her relatives and coming to a rugged country with trails, swamps and mosquitoes. There
were many hardships homesteading. Luckily she found
one of her girlhood friends, Mrs. O. Lalonde living one

Ronald & Lynette
Ron was born on September 21, 1968 in Winnipeg. His
adopted parents were Marvin and Carol Larson (Burdett)
and he has one sister named Roberta. Ron was raised in
the city of Winnipeg and attended school there until he
was 15. Then in 1981 he moved to Mulvihill to live with
Fairlie and Cindy Kinkead.
He attended Briksdale Collegiate for one year and
completed school at Ashern Central School in Ashern.
It was then that he started to work for Kinkead Contracting and still presently works for the company.
Ron likes sports such as hockey, football and plays
goal for the Eriksdale Timberwolves hockey team. He
has many outdoor activities which are fishing, hunting,

mile away.
Lalonde School was later built on this quarter. They
all worked hard and no one had money. Roads were
built with horses and scrapers. Their closest church was
Abbeville Catholic Church at Vannes one mile from

and working a¡ound the yard.

In 1989 Ron met Lynette Klement the daughter of
Tom andJudy Klement. Lynette was bornJanuary 17,
1972 in Hugo Colorado. She is the oldest of three children. She has one brother Edward, and one sister

Deerhorn where they attended every Sunday.
Mr. and Mrs. Lane had ten children; five boys and
five girls. Leo married Flora McCughan; Frank married
Lucienne Heroux (See Frank Heroux); Pat married
Louise Lavallee, farmed in Deerhorn and moved to
Headingly; two boys died at a young age; Sarah married A. Beauchemin; Irene married B. Beauchemin,
farmed near Deerhorn for many years and had ten children; Agnes married J. Helman; Eva married Yves

Jennifer.

In

1990 she graduated from Briksdale Collegiate. She

then went on to further education at Red River Community College taking a course in Business Accounting.
In November 1991 she began to work at the Eriksdale Credit Union as a full-time teller and is still presently working there.
On October 9, 1993 Ron and Lynette were ma¡ried
at the St. Brik's Catholic Church in Briksdale. In the following year they had their first child named Daniel
Thomas, born August 12, 1994. On October 11, 1995,
Alanna Marie joined the family.

Brustall of Ashern and Blla married R. McMillan and
lives in Winnipeg.
Mr. and Mrs. Lane were friendly people. They lived
on the main trail and many people would stop to warm
up on cold days, have a chat and a meal which was heart-

The Larsons have purchased anew home in

ily given.

Mulvihill

where they now reside.

Many teachers boarded there. One of them was a fìne
lady, Mrs. St. Amant, who later founded the St. Amant
Centre in St, Vital for crippled children.
At some point the Lanes moved away from Abbeville
as she goes on to say that: Mr. and Mrs. Lane came back
to Deerhorn in 1945 and lived near their son Frank.
Mr. Lane passed awayin 1950. Mrs. Lane stayed near
us at Abbeville in her own house. In 1956 when Frank
and Lucy moved to Winnipeg, Mrs. Lane also moved

LAVALLEE FAMILY
Alfred & Rose Lavallee
Alfred (Fred) Lavallee was born December 22,1888, in
Ste. Eustache, MB. Fred, a veteran of the WWI, was discharged from the army and homesteaded on the SE 27502

2l-3W in the Interlake region, approximately 15 miles
east of Eriksdale in an area known as Burnt Lake. Fred
married Rose Ferris daughter ofJohn Ferris and Lily
Twerdun, who had also homesteaded in Burnt Lake.
Fred with his three brothers John, Alexandre and
Adrian had come from the Starbuck area where the familywas livingprior to the WWI. There were many other
families in the Burnt Lake area that had come from the
Starbuck - St. Francois Xavier region. Names of some of
these families were Welsh, Todd, Pagee, Dauphinais,
McDougall, Lane, Plante and Fowell.

Alfred &

years. Pierre MartinJr. predeceased his father in 1897
and the elder Pierre Martin died in 1910.
Fred's mother, Marie Justine Jeanotte, is the greatgranddaughter of Cuthbert Grant who was a Metis leader
in the fìrst half of the 1800's and was the leader of the
Metis at the Battle of Seven Oaks in 1816. At the request
of Governor Simpson of the Hudson's Bay Company,
Grant founded Grantown in 1824. Grantown eventually
became known as St. Francois Xavier. Grant built the
first water mill in the a¡ea in 1829 on Sturgeon Creek, a
few miles west of the Forks. The mill was a project attempted by Cuthbert Grant to provide industry and provisions for Grantown. The location has become a historic site known as Grant's Mill. Gra¡rt Avenue in Winnipeg was named in honor of Cuthbert Grant.
MarieJustineJeanotte has another great-grandfather
of some fame, Pierre Falcon, who was known as¡he Bard
of the Prairies. Falcon wrote the Ballad of Frog Pløín, a
song which described the Battle of Seven Oaks. The song
became popular arnong the French-Metis community
and among fur traders of French-Metis descent as did
another song Falcon wrote at the time of the Red River
Rebellion which ridiculed the efforts of the Canadian
Government to seize the Red River settlement in 18691870. Falcon Lake was named in honor of Pierre Falcon.
Fred and Rose Lavallee had a family of one daughter
and seven sons. The eldest son Louis was born April 5,
L922. A Winnipeg Free Press story at the time reported
that Louis' grandmother Lily Ferris,had the distinction
of being the youngest grandmother on record at the age
of 30 years, three months. Louis ma¡ried EveþJacobsen

Rose Lavallee

This branch of the Lavallee family has been in Manitoba since the early 1800's. Martin Lavallee was the earliest Lavallee ancestor in Manitoba. Martin was born in
Sorel, PQin 1792, and was recruited by the North West
Company to work in the boats that travelled to and from
Montreal during the fur trade years. Martin married a

from Lillesvê the daughter of Haakon and Blenda
Jacobsen. Their children were; Allan, Brian, Warren,
Marcel and Keith.
Lillian was born September 20,1923, and being the
only daughter was the target of many tricks and much

Metis woman, Marie Robert and the Lavallee family
lived in the Red River settlement south of the St. Boniface
Cathedral until the early 1860's. The family moved to
the south side of the Assiniboine River near St. Francois
Xavier, west of the areaknow as Lido Plage. Martin died

teasing at the hands of her brothers. Lillian married Pe-

ter Yanciw in 1959 and the family moved to the Winni
pegBeach area. Lillian's children are; Marion, Linda and

in 1862 and Marie died in 1872.
Martin's son, Pierre Martin, born March 18, 1829,
married Elise Deslaurier, the daughter of Antoine

Barbara.

Arthur was born October 6,1925 and farmed on the
original homestead until his untimely death June 13,
1992. Art married Carol Kelner from Winnipeg Beach
and their children are Sandra, Colette and Phillip. Carol
and family continue to operate the farm and are one of
the few remaining families along the north and west side
of Burnt Lake.
Albert, the fourth child, was born March 18, 1927 and

Deslaurier and Genevieve Lacourse. Pierre and Blise had
a son, also named Pierre Martin, born February 3, 1854,

who married Marie Justine Jeanotte. Pierre Martin Jr.
and MarieJustineJeanotte are Fred Lavallee's parents.
Both Pierre Martin Sr. andJr. operated aferry on the
Assiniboine River from 1885 to 1907 for a total of 22
503

in

1951 married Elizabeth Welsh, the daughter of
Edmond Welsh and Bertha Pagee. Albert and Elizabeth

Art & Carol Lavallee
Art Lavallee, son of Alfred and Rose Lavallee was born
October 6, lg25 at Suffren, MB. Art fa¡med with his parents all his life, taking over the family farm when his dad
passed away in 1968. As a boy he attended Cook School
and as a young man he recalled many stories of the
dances held at the school. Art was a trapper and enjoyed
his many springs trapping on Burnt Lake. He was an
avid deer hunter and he especially enjoyed talking with
friends after the hunt about the one he got as well as the

lived in Winnipeg, Quebec and then moved to Eriksdale in 1967. Albert and Elizabeth's children are; Wayne,
Shirley, Dale, Lorne and Don. (See Albert and Elizabeth Lavallee).
Roy was the fìfth child and was bornJanuary

27

, 1930.

Roy married Lorna Granberg, the daughter of Hugo
Granberg and Linnea Henrickson from Mulvihill. Roy
and Lorna live in Winnipeg and had three children;
Darryl, Darin and Darlene. Darrin passed away in 1982,
the result of a tragic car accident in Winnipeg.
Gordon the sixth child, was born March 12, 1938 and
worked for awhile at the Eriksdale Hotel in the early
1960's when the hotel was owned by Pete Chyzzy. Gordon married Eileen Richaud, daughter of August

ones that got away.

Carol Kelner was born December 4,1948 at Gimli,
MB, the daughter of Alfred and Nellie Kelner living at
Matlock, MB and attended Gimli Composite High
School. Art and Carol were married in 1969 in St. Brik's
Church at Briksdale. Art and Carol both enjoyed curling and for many years curled together at Eriksdale.
Throughoutthe next23 years they raised cattle, shipped
cream and dug seneca rootwhile raising their three children; Sandra, Colette and Philip. Carol also took a job
with Lakeshore School Division as a school bus driver
in 1979, a job which she still enjoys today. When Art
passed away onJune 13, 1992, Carol continued to operate the family farm with their daughter, Colette.
Sandra was born March 5, 1970 and graduated from
Fisher Branch Collegiate in 1988. She received her Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Winnipeg
in 1993. As a youth Sa¡rdra was a member of the Eriks-

Richaud and Peggy Paterson of Deerhorn. Gordon and
Eileen live in Stonewall and their children are Blair, Ryan
and Graham.
Kenneth Lavallee was born at home on December 6,
1941 when older brother Art had to go to Briksdale by
bicycle to get the doctor. Ken attended high school in
Eriksdale. Ken ma¡ried Alice Gobeil from Otterbourne,
MB and their two children are; Michelle and Kevin. Ken
and family live in Winnipeg.
The last member of the family Ronald, bornJuly 21,
1944,was one of the fìrst students to attend the new high
school in Eriksdale in the early 1960's. Ronald boarded
with DorothyJohnson during his high school days. Ron

dale Figure Skating Club. Sandrais an avid curler. Learn-

ma¡ried Charlotte Lejeune from Notre Dame de Lourdes
and they reside in Winnipeg.
All the children attended Cook School for their early

ing to curl as a member of the Eriksdale Curling Club,
she continues to enjoy the sport. Sandra was a member

of the Eriksdale 4-H Clovers as well as the Buffalo Lake

schooling. Cook School was located across the road from

4-H Club. Presently Sandra is working at the Museum
of Man and Nature in Winnipeg.
Colette was born February 20, I97l at Eriksdale. She
graduated from Fisher Branch Collegiate in 1989. She
received her Diploma in Agriculture from the University of Manitoba in 1991. Colette also was a member of
the Eriksdale Figure Skating Club as well as the Briksdale Curling Club. She has been a member of the Eriksdale 4-H Dairy Club as well as the Buffalo Lake 4-H
Club. She is an active participant of the Lundar fair, for
many years showing 4-H steers and heifers as well as
her purebred Herefords. Colette is currently a member

the Lavallee farm and the boys were responsible for start-

ing fires in the school's stove during the winter months.
Cook School was allegedly haunted because it was
rumored that one of the workmen who built the school
was killed (murdered?) and was buried under the school.
There have been many stories of ghost sightings and
other strange occurrences at the school. Needless to say,
the boys were always uncomfortable going to the school
alone, and in the dark, to light the fires.
Fred and Rose Lavallee farmed in the Burnt Lake area
long after many other families moved away. Rose passed
away unexpectedly May 16, 1962 and Fred passed away
November 25, 1968.

of the Eriksdale Equestrian Society. Colette is presently
operating the family beef farm.
Philip was born October 15, 1975 in Winnipeg. He
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graduated from Fisher Branch Collegiate in 1993. Phil
was a member of Eriksdale Minor Hockey for many
years. He was also a member of the Buffalo Lake 4-H
Club. Phil has played hockey for Peguis, Prince Albert
Raiders, Portage Terriers and is currently playing with
the Southeast Blades of the MJHL. During hockey seasons Phil has had jobs as store clerk and house painter.
Between seasons he has spent the springs tree planting
in Northern Ontario and during the summer he has attended the Okanagan HockeySchool where he received
his professional hockey instructor certifìcate.

and Art Lavallee on the family farm before moving to
in 1965. There are many fond memories of

Winnipeg

the years spent in Quebec.
Albert and Elizabeth lived in Winnipeg until September 1967 when Albert started working for Comstock on

power transmission lines. The family moved to Briksdale and lived in the house on the corner across from
the hospital and then purchased Heddi Brickson's house

in

1970.

Blizabeth passed away suddenly onJuly 21, 1976 and
Albert and the four children, who were still at home
moved to Tèulon. Albert continued to work in Stonewall for Comstock and the children attended school in
Teulon.

Albert and Elizabeth had five children. Wayne was
born in Winnipeg on November 30, 1951 and onJuly
13,1974 married Yvette Hogue, the daughter of Wilfred
Hogue and Marie Richaud (See Wayne and Yvette
Lavallee).

Shirley was bornJuly 17, L96L in Buckingham, PQ.
Shirley attended school at Cecil Rhodes in Winnipeg
for one year until the family moved to Eriksdale. Shirley
attended school in Eriksdale until 1976 when the family
moved to Teulon where Shirley continued her schooling. On July 16, 1983 Shirley married Gerald (Sam)
Smaldon from Gunton and they have three sons; Brent,
Scott and Cory. Shirley and Gerald live in Gunton and
farm.
Dale was born September 30, 1962 in Buckingham,
PQand attended school in Eriksdale and Teulon. Dale
is currently living in Winnipeg and has a son,Jamie.

Albert & Elizabeth Lavallee
Albert Lavallee, the fourth child of Alfred and Rose
Lavallee (nee Ferris), was born March 18, L927 on the

Lorne was born in Eriksdale on May 28, 1965 and
attended school in Eriksdale and Teulon and lives with
his fìance, Louise Shupenia, in Winnipeg.
Don, the youngest member of the family, was born in
Eriksdale on November 13, 1970 and attended school in
Teulon. Don played minor hockey for Teulon as a goalie
and excelled in baseball. Don also lives in Winnipeg.
While in Briksdale, Shirley, Dale and Lorne partici
pated in many sports. Dale and Lorne played minor
hockey for Eriksdale and Lorne was a member of the
North Interlake Kings minor hockey team that went to
Sweden in 1980/81 along with many other Eriksdale play-

homestead on SE. 27-21-3W in the area known as Burnt

Lake. Albert attended Cook School and later moved to
Winnipeg to work at va¡ious jobs. In 1951 Albert married Elizabeth Welsh, the daughter of Edmond and Bertha Welsh (nee Pagee) who had also homesteaded in the
Burnt Lake a¡ea. Blizabeth was born March 2, 1934 on
the farm and also attended Cook School. The Lavallee
and Welsh families had both come from the Starbuck St. Francois Xavier area in the early 1900's .(See Alfred
and Rose Lavallee).
Albert and Elizabeth lived in Winnipeg until December, 1960 when the family moved to Buckingham, PQ
when Albert was transferred by Chipman Chemicals,
the company he was employed with. The family moved
back to Manitoba in August 1964 and lived with Alfred

ers.

On September 17, 1988, Albert married Rita Irwin
(Beauchemin). The Beauchemins, originally from the
Charleswood area, homesteaded in the Abbeville/
Deerhorn district. Rita and Albert are both musically
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Wayne and Yvette were married in Eriksdale onJuly
13, 1974 and both were employed and living in Winni-

inclined; Albert plays the fiddle and Rita sings and plays
the guitar. Albert a¡rd Rita entertain many groups and
often play at personal care homes, legions, senior groups
and on radio talent shows. Albert and Rita are retired
and living in Stonewall.

peg when their two children were born. David was born

October 12, 1980 and Sean was born November 28, 1982.
Wayne, Yvette and the boys lived in Winnipeg until 1986

when the family moved to Eriksdale where they have
been living to the present time (1994).
Since his return from Quebec in 1964, Wayne has always been associated with Briksdale when he started
playing with minor hockey in Eriksdale. Over the years
Wayne was fortunate to play with many successful teams
in Eriksdale at the minor hockey, high school, and intermediate level. Some of his fondest memories are from

Wayne & Yvette Lavallee
Wayne Lavallee, the eldest son of Albert Lavallee and
Elizabeth Welsh, was born November 30, 1951 in Winnipeg. Wayne attended King Edward School in Winnipeg until the family moved to Buckingham, PQin 1960.
The family returned to Manitoba in 1964 and lived on
the Lavallee farm in the Burnt Lake area 15 miles east of
Eriksdale. Wayne finished grade school in Chatfield and
attended Poplarfield Collegiate for grade nine. The family had moved to Winnipeg where Wayne attended Dan-

hockey and other sports teams that Wayne participated
on, including baseball and fastball.
Wayne's hobbies include genealogy, and an interesting item that Wayne discovered was that over 100 years
ago in 1892, the Lavallee and Hogue families were

iel Maclntyre Collegiate. The family returned to Briksdale and Wayne completed his schooling in Eriksdale,

neighbors on the south shore of the Assiniboine River
near Ste. Francois Xavier.
Yvette is an avid reader arid is also very much interested in environmental issues. She is active in curling
and enjoys attending the many activities that her chil-

graduating in 1970.
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Wayne, Yvette, David & Sean Lavallee

James & Elizabeth

Yvette Hogue, the sixth child of Wilfred Hogue and

James and Elizabeth (Lizzie) were married in Coleraine,

Marie Richaud, was born in Eriksdale on September 22,
1951 and grew up on the family farm four miles east and

Ireland where their first two children were born, David
and Esther Allen (wee Essie). The trip across the Atlantic Ocean from Ireland to Canada took about eighteen
days, during which time I.irzzie andbrother, Robert, who

four miles south of Eriksdale. Yvette attended La
Fontaine School up to grade eight and then went to Briksdale Collegiate for the remainder of her schooling.
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accompanied them, were very seasick and actually
thought they were about to die.Jimmie a¡rd the children
did not suffer from sea sickness. Lizzie always said that
the children were running all over the ship on the voyage. After arriving in Canada, Lizzie said if she'd had
the money she would have been on the next ship back
to lreland.

fill for quilted
comforters. Lizzie was an excellent quilter and taught
many young wives of the area to quilt and knit. In the
socks and mitts. Carded wool was used as

days of Mary Maxim sweaters she knit so many that no
one could keep count. She gave them to all her children,

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Many

a

sweater

was made byLizzie for curlers. No job was too tough for

her to tackle, be it a knitting or crotcheting pattern, cutting wood, building haystacks or fencing.

Jimmie did his share of communityparticipation, as a
school trustee, a member of the Clydebank Church
Board, an Orangeman and he helped out any time when
called to someone in need of help.

Jimmie and Lizzie farmed in the Clydebank district
from 1918 to 1954. Then they moved down the road to
live and work with their daughter, Essie Seymour.Jimmie
and,Lizzie worked together as a team, in the fields grow-

ing grain, in the barn milking cows, on the farm raising
chickens, geese, ducks and pigs.

They moved to Eriksdale in 1965. Lizzie passed away

onJanuary 13, l976.Jimmie passed away on March
1976. They had been ma¡ried for 68 years.

6oth Anniversary of Jim & Lizzie Lawrence
Allen, Mae Smith, Frank & Essrþ Malpas, David;
lrene, Jím & Lizzie, Edith

13,

LAWRENCE

David & Ed¡th

Their first home in the Eriksdale area was at Pineview
Post Office, (Clydebank School district), SB 32-21-6W
(Lamb's now). During WWI Lizzie's mother (Bsther
Allen),as well as H*ry and Blla,lived with them while
her father (fames Allen) was away.

I was borrr inJuly, 1906 in Burton-On:Tient, England to
Edith (Bakewell) and TimothyJames Webster.
There were large billboa¡ds in England, advertising
land, 160 acres for $10. Many people including my dad
left their jobs and came to Canada. Dad got ajob in the
CPR shops and bought a house on Arlington St. He sent
for Mother, my brother and me.
When the railway came north from Winnipeg as far
as Oak Point about 1911, we were on it. My dad hired a
team of horses there and we made it to Ashern in a few
days. My dad, friends and other families had filed on
quarter section homesteads. The neighbors all helped
each other get the main parts of the lumber houses up
that year. We returned to work in the city for the winter,
where my brother George was born.
The next year, they bought a team of oxen, a few

Jimmie looked after fa¡ms in the district while the men
were away at war, namely Beckman's and Havard's.
While living at George Havard's, AndersJohnson, a log
house builder made a house for the Lawrence family on
NE 30-21-6W Two more children, Susannah Mae and
WilliamJames Allen, were born in the new house. Lizzie
was known to many as Granny Lawrence for she was often seen with a wain (baby) on her lap.
Lizzie was a founding member of the Pineview Ladies Aid. As her mother before her, she was an accomplished needlewoman, crotcheting and knitting with excellence. She won many red ribbons for her needlework
at the local fairs. Her motto was, if a job is worth doing, it

In those days to l<nit, Lizzie would

cows and some chickens. Those were tough years.
We children helped. We felt important! We were fa¡m-

card the wool sheared from their own sheep. She would

ing! The first years were tough, with so much to be bought

spin the wool into yarn on her spinning wheel (which
can be found in the Eriksdale museum). She would knit

and very little coming in. Money had been saved, but
soon went,

is worth doing uell,
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In summer we had lots of fresh vegetables of almost
every kind. We had a good cella¡ under the house to
keep vegetables. One corner was dug down to the rock
to keep the cream and milk fresh. We soon got a sepÍìrator and a churn so we could make our own butter and
sell some. We baked our own brcad in a big wood stove.
There was plenty of game and in hunting season, Dad

and a friend went east of town and brought home enough
moose meat for us and a few friends for the winter. I was

often sent out. to shoot two partridges for the next days
dinner. Raspberries and cranberries were plentiful, and
strawberries, if you could find the right place.
I walked three miles to high school and slacks were
not worn, so mother knit woolen stockings for me, but
sometimes

I had to run to keeP warm.

We were not allowed to go to dances. The boys slept
in the hayloft in the summer and after Dad had gone to
bed, they would take a horse and go to a dance at an-

Davíd & Edíth Lawrence's Wedding 193'l
Jack Webster, Mrs. Webster, David & Edith,
Mr. Webster, LilY Webster

other school.
The first time I was on a train, I went to Winnipeg to

do housework for $a¡ a month. I managed to save
enough to go to Normal School.We had to teach for two
years and get the Inspectors approval before we could
get our Permanent Certificate. My first year was at Martin School, north-west of Moosehorn.
I came to teach at Clydebank in 1927, and I boarded
with Mrs. Wm. Allen. We got our mail at Pineview Post
Office, which was kept by Mrs.John Forsyth, Sr.
Then I got Deerhill School east of Briksdale where I
taught two months. I boarded with a very fìne couple,

honored with a very nice engraved plate in 1981 for being an active member for 50 years. Some years I was
secretary of the club. I also acted as secretary for the

Clydebank Community Club and for the Clydebank
School.

What I really enjoyed most was being

a leader of the

Clydebank Crickets 4-H Clothing Club, with Anne
Weatherburn (Zasitko) as my helper. Mae Brandstrom
and I were also leaders of a poultry club. I have a 15
year certificate for being a volunteer leader.
ln 1957 I decided I would rather teach school than

the Rawns.
After, I went to teach at Rob Roy School in Saskatchewan. I got a month's holiday inJuly and bought a second-hand Chevy car for $350 and drove to Eriksdale'
The reason - I was engaged to David Lawrence.
I also taught at Picnic Ridge School near Ashern. On
July 6, 1931, David and I were married and bought a
half section NE 21-31-6W with a house and barn and we

milk cows so I applied for Parkview School and was hired.
I taught at Macross from 1958-1961 and at Hartfield from
1962- 1964. The rural schools were closed for lack of pupils, so I moved on to a Grade five class in Eriksdale in
1966. I taught there four years and retired at age 65. The
last day of school, the pupils had a short program and

started farming. Wc bought another quarter bordering
Pine Lake where David trapped muskrats, which helped

served a beautiful lunch.

David and I had 45 happy years together when the
family gave us a party with a cake, etc., inJuly, to celebrate. After we retired we still loved square dancing
and went every week. We travelled on two trips through

greatly.

In 1954-1955 we had real heavy snow early in the
fall. Ric and Doreen stayed at Deverill's in town to attend school. The next spring 1955, the road atLong Lake
was deep in water from bush to bush' Our land was

the States.
Most weekends we went fìshing somewhere. OnJuly
7, l976,Jack Ross asked David to go fishing' It was a

flooded. David went out working at carpentry for
Langtved and hired for farm help forJack Ross.
I joined the Clydebank Ladies Club in 1931, and was

dark night and they missed a curve. The five Passengers
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were killed on impact;Jack and Mary Ross, their two
grandsons David and Garry, and David Lawrence.
It was a great shock to everyone. I was stunned and I
am always lonely. I lived until November of 1976 on the
farm. I sold the farm and bought a house and had it

LAWTON
Fredrick & Dora
My dad, Fredrick Lawton came out from Bngland in 1907.
He took up his homestead three years later when the
government was offering immigrants free land in order

moved into town. The neighbors in Eriksdale were good
to me and we had many happy times together. I moved
into the Friendly Villa and then into Lindell Manor. The
company is good to have, but I live for the times I see

to develop the country.
My mother, Dora Babkirk was born at Argyle on September 23, 1895. She moved with her father and brother
to the Oatfield district (about 20 miles west of Eriksdale)

my family!
We had five children: Lillian born 1932; Robert born

around 1911. Her mother died when she was L4 yearc
old and Uncle Henry was nine. At this very young age,
she took over the running of the household and became

1934; Richard born 1936; Doreen born 1940; Tieina born

1946.

Lillian married Victor Price and had six children. They
were divorce. She and the children made a living on the
farm. She married Norman Lee. They have one daughter, Linda. (See Norman Lee).
Bob went to work in BC, then in the Whiteshell, then
back to Winnipeg working for Metro until he retired.
He married MarilynJames. They have two boys;Jeffrey
and Bradley, now grown up and working.
Ric quit school at grade eight and went out to work.
After two years with correspondence courses, he took

a substitute mother.

My parents were married on November 11, 1919. They

moved directly to their homestead in the Overton district in the municipality of Briksdale.
I (Margaret Barg) was born on October 10, 1920 and
my sister Ethel was born on September 29, 1925. We
were both born in the log house on our parent's farm.
Women seldom went to

a

hospital to give birth in those

early years; probably because money was scarce and
there was no national medical coverage. We were fortu-

grade nine and ten at home. Then he drove to high school

nate to have a very competent lady, who had trained as

in Eriksdale. In 1956 and 1957, he and Sherdy Smith
went to work on the Distant Early Warning (DEW) line.
The life was tough but the money very good. He made
enough money to go to University where he took education. In 1961 he taught at the Selkirk Collegiate Institute.
In 1970 he went to the Selkirk Regional Comprehensive
School where he taught and was sometimes principal,
until he retired at 55 years old. He married Shirley Lindell
and she taught specializing in Home Economics. They
have two children, Cameron and Karmen.
After high school Doreen took more typing and
worked in the Bank of Commerce in Ashern. She married Bill Deverill and they live in Stonewall. He works
for the town and she for the Pharmacy. Their children
are Brenda, Heather(who passed away accidentally at
14 months), Glen and Colleen.
After finishing high school teina worked in Winnipeg as a secretary. When Stephen Reykdal of Vogar was
going to University, they met and married. They have
two boys, Michael andJim. They have a cattle ranch
and live along the lake at Siglunes.

a nurse in England. Mrs. Seymour was always ready to
help with births or sickness in the community.
The doctor had to travel a distance of 20 miles by
horse from Briksdale and usually arrived late. My dad
would grumble because the doctor never forgot to send
his bill which was usually around $tS. ttris is a small
sum compared to the present day fees covered by medicare.

My memories of the early years on the farm are mostly
huppy ones. Though life wasn't easy, there was hope for
better things. Neighbors weren't close by so I had few
playmates until I began school. I did however have many
farm animal friends.
Parents and children were close in those days since
baby-sitters were unheard of. Wherever Mom and Dad
went we were toted along. If we were noisy we were
shushed; if we became sleepy we were laid to rest in a
convenient place.
When I was seven years old I began my schooling at
Tennyson School. It was a distance of two and a half
miles from my home which I walked every morning and
afternoon.
The coyotes were plentiful that year and I remember
the creatures howling all a¡ound me as I began myjour509

her lame in one leg. Her husband is now in poor health
and resides in a nursing home.
I married Abram Barg in October 1949. We have three
boys all who have families. Abe and I have lived in our
present house for 42 yearc. We have travelled to many

ney. One of these animals came out of the bush one
morning as I made my way to school. It paused for a
minute, or two and then loped over to the other side. It
may have only been a coyote, but to a little seven year
old girl it looked awfully big and scary.

In the spring of 1929 our family movcd to a farm in
the Oatfield district. Our years on this fa¡m were not
huppy ones. Difficulties a¡ose from the beginning and

places.

Many times my thoughts return to my growing up
years in the RM of Eriksdale. Many changes have taken
place since I lived there. Things like good roads and elec-

the ten years of depression which followed did not help.

While in the process of moving; my mother, sister
and I stayed at the second farm. My dad, along with
some of the neighbors were moving the remainder of
our possessions. In the morning my mother noticed
smoke in the distance. This continued to worry her so
she decided to walk back the four and a half miles and
inform the men. She told me to walk along with my sister and she would hurry on ahead. The men doubted
the fire would come that far since there was an oPen
field in its way. They did not hurry. My mom rode back
with Uncle Henry to collect Bthel and I along the way.
I will never forget the sight that met our eyes. The log
barn with its hay roof was ahlaze along with a small granary. There wâs no pump in our well yet, so my uncle
had to drive to a neighbor's in order to get water to save
the other buildings. My sister and I had two pet rabbits
which had been in a box in the granary. They perished

trification have made life easier for those who remain.
Children are now buised to town for their schooling.

in the inferno. Such was our beginnings on our new farm.
My dad's health began to fail in 1940. He was told by
the doctor in 1941 that he had a bleeding ulcer in his
stomach, and to go home and not work. My dad replied
that he was a farmer and if farmers didn't work they

Cumberland (now since 1974 is part of Cumbria County),
England. Before leaving the farm, they had a sale after
which they left for Penrith to stay with friends. Matthew
and Ann had seven children. They are as follows:

Most complete grade twelve, instead of just grade eight
as the majority of farm children of my generation did.
I don't believe we felt deprived. We accepted our lot
and I would say for the most part have enjoyed interest-

ing and fulfìlling lives.

LEE

Matthew & Ann
Matthew and Ann Lee set sail for Canada from England
in May 1903. Matthew who was born in 1839 would be
in his 64th year and Ann who was born in 1849 would
have been in her 54th year. It is believed they owned a

farm in Great Salkeld which was in the county of

William,Jack,Jane (Jeannie), Amos, Thomas, George
and Annie Mary.
Their son Amos was sent to Canada as a Methodist
student missionary in 1901. He was stationed in
Lundyville now Lily Bay. After receiving letters from him
telling of the opportunities Canada had to offer, Matthew and Ann, with their sons, George (see George and

couldn't make a living.
Dad continued to work hard that summer and by
November 1941 was very ill. The doctor at Ashern advised him to get into Deer Lodge Hospital as soon as
possible. Dad died there on March 25, 1942 of cancer.
The farm for which he had worked so hard was in
shape to produce a good living with few debts. It was
difficult to obtain farm help during those war years.
Therefore we had to sell off a portion of livestock. We
remained on our farm until December 1945. The work
was hard, so my mother worried that our health was suf-

Eveline) and Thomas (see Thomas and Isabella) and their
daughters,Jane (Jeannie), who married Frank Windross

(They named one of their sons William Teasdale who
was known as Dale Windross) and Annie Mary who
married Thomas Fargher; all came together to Canada
in 1903 except for William who remained in l,ngland.
Ann Lee kept a diary of their leaving Great Salkeld;
the journey across the ocean and arriving in Canada and
eventually at Lily Bay.(See below: Excetþß of Ann Lee's

fering. We all moved to Winnipeg and have resided here
since. My mother died on March 17, 1983, just a few

months short of her 88th birthday.

My sister Ethel ma¡ried Alfred PlantzJuly 12, L947.

Mry),

They have four children, who are also married and with
children of their own. Ethel had polio in 1953 which left

They left their home in Cumberland on May 14, 1903
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and set sail from Liverpool London onMay 22. On Sun-

stating their desire to build a church and in response
received a building fund and supplies.
Excerpts of Ann Lee's diary, May 14 toJune 7, 1908.

day, May 31, they got their first glimpse of Canada. After sailing up the St. Lawrence River to Montreal they
left for Winnipeg by train and arrived onJune 5. Their
son Amos met them in Raebourn (near Rosser, MB) at

'

(AJourney from England to Manitoba Canada).
INlay 14-'After our sale we left Great Salkeld and
stayed with friends at Chambers Common. Next morning we started for Penrith, not without a feeling of sorrow at leaving those who has treated us with great kindness for so many years. I shall not soon forget the beautiful scenery in going over Maden Hill, the clouds and
sunshine. It did remind us, human life is so much made
up of these two. We stayed another night at Penrith. We
all felt it very much at leaving our Penrith friends. We
have a safe journey to Liverpool and met our dear son,

which point the rail ended. She doesn't say how they
got from Raebourn to Rabbit Point, probably either by
horses or oxen. They did spend Sunday,June 7 ín the
wilierness and Ann tells us that they would all be thankful
when they arrived at their journey's end. (Rabbit Point
is on Lake Manitoba just south of the Lily Bay area).

When the family first anived at Rabbit Point they
rented a house belonging to William Fisher. It was situated where Mae Windross now lives SE 30-20-6W. Norman Lee tells the story of his grandfather chopping a
hole in the ice for their oné cow to get some water and
how the cow fell into the hole. Matthew Lee took out a

Will, and daughter, Nan.
Monday, May 17 at Liverpool. A united meeting is to
be held in the Town Hall. It protests against Sunday trading. There was prayer in all the churches in Liverpool,
Sunday evening, against this terrible evil; shops open
and buying just the same as a week day.
May 2l- A glorious morning. I attended service this
morning as a fitting emblem on leaving my dear country. Our son and daughter saw us off at the London stage
and Uncle Will, also, and some more friends. These partings, I am thankful we are done with them at present.
Friday, May 22- We arrived this morning at Londonderry (Ireland). We have had a beautiful passage to the

homestead in 1903 on SW 34-20-6W and moved there a
ye¿ìr or so after their arrival and built a house. His son,

Amos, homesteaded on SB 34-20-6W Ann Lee became
ill and died in 1909. In MOD, p.19 her granddaughter

Iris (Lee) Windross, tells of her motherJane nursing her
grandmother Ann through a long illness. Ann died at
the home of her daughterJane's, when Iris was only two.
Also, in W to W, p.541 Amy (Lee) Dodge daughter to

Amos Lee, gives an account of life at Lily Bay.
Matthew Lee and his daughter Annie Mary (Cissie),
went to live with his son Tom after the death of his wife,

present.

Ann.

Sunday, May 24- We have avery rough sea from Friday until this morning. Very few have been in the dining

In l9l5 Cissie married Tom Fargher. The couple also
lived with Tom and then farmed for awhile but soon
moved into Winnipeg where he became a builder and

room for two days.
Monday, l:N'fay 25- Last night and today foggy and
rough sea; the horn blowing overnight as well as today.
Our two girls are getting tired of the rocking and heaving. I am thankful our family are not suffering from the

then a plumber. He built two homes one for himself and
one for sale. They had five children: Arthur, who passed
away in 1994; George, who was an air bomber and died
in his early twenties in WWII; Edith who lives in Winnipeg; Jean, who was a diabetic since the age of 13 and
lived to be 70;John, who died from cancer at the age of

sea sickness as much ¿N some are. The second class passengers have every comfort and attention; the third class

are much too crowded.

7l years.
Matthew died

Tuesday, May 26- Last night has been the worst we

in 1923. At the time of his death

have had, a terrible rough sea. There are a lot of sick
people, very many not able to leave their beds. Since
Friday,Jennie and Cissie has suffered most in our family. There were two sea monsters met our vessel yesterday but passed quietly by. This morning we see a little
sailing ship. It is tossed about like a feather with the wind.
Wednesday, l:llfay 27- Thankful our family are all well

he

had been living with his daughterJeannie, Mrs. Frank

Windross. Both Ann and Matthew are buried at St.
Cuthbert's Anglican Church cemetery at Lily Bay.ln W
to W, page 192 it is written "In 1908 the St. Cuthberts
Anglican Church was built on the corner of Broadway
and the Deerhorn line and named thus as it was modelled from the style of St. CuttrbertParish Church in Great
Salkeld. The Lees had written to the Pa¡ish in England

this morning and able to be on deck. Left Liverpool
Thursday, sailed on Friday I95 miles; Saturday23g miles;
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Sunday 248 miles; Mond ay 278 miles; Tuesday 231 miles;
Wednesday 296 miles, oh the wonders of the deep.

I hear we are travelling through Ontario and it will take
up to tomorrow night to get through it. I suppose it is a

Thursday, May 28- Now we are beginning to feel at
home in our floating castle. They tell us we will spend
another Sabbath on board, so we will not reach our des-

very large province.
Thursday, June 4- There were hundreds of miles
where we saw nothing but hills, wood and water. We are
just passing Lake Nipigan. It is quite like a sea. If all goes
well with us we hope to be in Winnipeg tomorrow afternoon. They are travelling very fast, over a thousand miles

ti¡ratiou as soült as expected. We saw three monstcrs ycs
terday. They threw themselves above the water just a
moment and disappeared. There are some very nice

in two days.

people amongst the second class passengers and we have
got to know a good many of them. There are a great

This is the third day on the railway' I
am glad we are well. We went to Mr. Hinds to stay overnight in Winnipeg and they made us very comfortable.
Just leaving for Reabourn today. Amos has met us and
we are travelling (Note: here it's non-eligible, but to the
translator looked like L. Ray, probably is - to Lily Bay).
Sunday,June 7- We are spending our Sunday in the
wilderness. I am sure we shall all be thankful when we
Friday,June

portion going to Winnipeg, such a great number going
to farm that know nothing about farming. The future
will tell how they get on. It is very cold today and no
wonder we have seen five icebergs and three ships pass
today.

Friday, lr/:ay 29- A foggy, wet morning, the fog bell
has been ringing all night and the vessel had to stop for
over three hours. There are so many icebergs floating
about here that travelling is very slow at present and
dangerous too. Today 242 miles.
Saturday, May 30- We had a near escaPe from run-

arrive at our journeyts endt'.

Ann Lee's Diary ends here and we are left wondering
what was her reaction to the Lily Bay atea, There is also

information on Matthew Lee Sr. found under the
Windross Saga in the Lundar History Book (W to

ning into an iceberg last night. I suppose we will never
know how great the danger was. Today we are thankful
is not a word for it at all, we just felt lost in wonder at
such merciful providence. Psalms 35:7-10. The fog has
lifted here at last and we see an island. The name is
Anticosti. We have passed Newfoundland and not seen
it with the foggy weather. Today 285 miles.
Sunday, May 31- We have come in sight of land. It is
very hilly and little fishermen's huts all along by the side
of the sea. The hills are covered with snow.Just where
we are is callecl St. Lawerence Gulf. I am sure I shall
long remember our last Sunday on ship board and the
beautiful scenery that has come to our view since morn-

third

14).

t

a,.

ing. The distance we have travelled today is about 300
miles, all the way has been land and hills. The way the
houses and fields are laid out, it looks to have been long
inhabited. I suppose by Frenchmen'
Monday,June 1- We arrived at Qucbec this morning
6 am. and the

.5-

.t

{

class passengers have got off there so

we are very quiet. I like the look of Canada. We have
another night on the sea.
Tuesday, June 2- We are near the harbour of Montreal. Our long railway journey commences. We have
just missed the train so we have got to stay until tomor-

lsabella, Watson & Tom Lee

LEE

Thomas & lsabella
Thomas was born June 10, 1882 at Highbank Hill
Cumbedand, a farm in northern England. In 1903, at
the age of 21, he immigrated to Canada with his parents

row morning in Montreal.
Wednesday,June 3- Outside of Montreal there seems
a great deal of market gardens. Large fields of orchards.
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Matthew and Ann Lee. (See Matthew Lee story).
As a young man, Thomas worked at harvesting and
wood cutting at various farms. He spent some time in

In the early

believed he lost it all). The foundation was made of logs.
In 1942 they raised the house and put in a cement foundation. Chipped into the logs was the year, 1910. Norman said, "This would be about right as it took about

days the Lees had Holstein cattle and
sheep. They sold both the wool and the mutton. "We
kept from starving by shipping cream," states Norman.
In the pump house a creÉun can immersed in a water
barrel full of cold water kept the cream sweet. The property was all fenced with barb wire. For awhile the Lees
rented extra land to farm but eventually purchased the
following quarters: Norman acquired the E l/2 24-217W. He bought NB 19-21-6W, SE 28-21-7W (which was
the old Malcolm homestead) and NE I7-2L-6W (owned
by a cousin, Arnold Windross). Matthew bought his
Uncle George Lee's land in 1948. It was NW 24-21-7W
and SW 25-21-7W and SE 26-21-7W. Later he bought
NE 21-21-7W, SW 19-21-7W, NE I9-21:7W and NW 18-

three years for a homesteader to get his title." They also

2l:lW. Watson bought SW 30-21-6W.

built on a proper kitchen (prior to this there had been a
lean-to kitchen) and stuccoed the exterior. This house
still stands behind the newer home of Lillian and Nor-

Isabella and Tom Lee worked hard and lived quite
simply. Neither ever returned to their homeland in Bngland. In 1959 mother received the surprise of her life

man Lee.
Matthew Lee and his daughter, Annie Mary, came to
live with his son, Tom, after his wife died in 1909.

time when she learned that she was an heiress to

In 1907 he took out a homestead in Scotch
Bay, NE 24-2I-7W.In 1910 a house was built out of lumber. It was built by Harris Davis and George Lee. It is
Saskatchewan.

quite likely the lumber came from a sawmill and planers
set up at the time on the Ed Watson farm.

It was run by
an American by the name of Myers. (Mr. Myers was a
speculator and bought up a lot of land near the lake. It is

Her sister-inJaw Mrs.Jane Windross spotted
an ad in theJune 4 edition of the Winnipeg Free Press. It
was entitled, Can'tFindBeneficiary OfÄstate. Boston (AP)
- Two sisters from Scotland, who amassed $taO,OOO by
working, scrimping and saving, died and it is hoped that
their long lost sister or her children might have their
$tZZ,OOO.

money. It went on to say, her name was Isabella Sutton
born in Glasgow, December 15, 1882, and that all they
were able to learn was that she had gone to Canada.
Their later quest in Canada was fruitless.Jane Windross
who lived only six miles from Mrs. Lee notified her.
OnJune 26 that same year a story entitled, $|22,OOO
But Mrs. Lee Isn't Excited subtitle Long-Lost Little Sßter
Found Because of Free Press Storyby Ted Weatherhead ap-

peared in the Winnipeg Free Press. Here she tells reporters, "If the money is there it won't help me; it will
help the family." "Everything I have I got the hard way.
But the money will make it a lot easier for the children,
if they use it the right way." As for herself Mrs. Lee hasn't
the slightest idea how she could use the $\ZZ,OOO. She

Tom Lee's House (pumphouse ín background)
George Lee (in wagon), Mary, father Matthew
(behind Marfl, Tom Unicomb, Tom Lee (l gl2-13)
lsabella, Watson & Tom Lee

In 1917 Tom, age of 29 years, married Isabella Sutton.
He met her through his sister Annie Mary. Isabella Sutton

for a trip back to her Scottish homeland which she left 41 years ago and hasn't seen since.
Mrs. Lee's sisters were seven and four years older than
she. When Mrs. Lee was five her mother died and the
family split up. The elder sisters stayed with the father
and the younger one was raised by an aunt. Mrs. Lee
did not see her sisters again until she was 17, and then
only for a short time at the funeral of her father. As she
recalls the sisters did not show too much affection for
says she's too old

in 1882 in Glascow, Scotland. She immigrated
to Canada on her own in 1916. She was looking for advenhrre. She worked in Winnipeg as ahousekeeper. They
moved out to the homestead after they were ma¡ried
and remained there the rest of their days. They had four
was born

children;Janet, Matthew, Thomas Watson and Norman.
All four children attended Scotch Bay School.
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her then. "They must have thought a lot about me, but I
didn't know that," mused Mrs. Lee with a far-off look in
her brown eyes.
In 1918 she left for Canada and ended up in Winnipeg. "I'd heard about the wonderful place Canada was,
that you get money off the streets. You find out aftcr
wards it's not so fine,"
"The Lord has been pretty good to me in lots of ways'
I've been in good health until very recently. That's the
biggest blessing you can have; good health. It's a lot more
important thari money. Of course a little money is a good
thing, too."
She has travelled no farther lrom Briksdale than Winnipeg. Many times throughout the lean, hard working
years she has thought longingly of a trip to Scotland.
Now, even if she felt up to it she said there would be no
point because all her friends and relatives a¡e dead.
Mrs. Isabella Lee died in May 1962 and Tom Lec dicd

LEE

Matthew & May
May Bernice Weatherburn was born to William and
Blizabeth Weatherburn (See Weatherburn) in Brandon
MB along with her twin brotherJames on November 2,
1920. She went to Clydebank School until she completed
grade eight. She worked for neighbors for a few years.
May metTom Seymour from Pebble Beach and they
were married in 1940, and lived in Dog Town where

in January 1974. Both are buried in the St' Cuthbert
Anglican Church cemetery at Lily Bay.
The children of Isabel (Sutton) and Thomas Lee:
l.Janet (Lee) Penny, born April L7,l9L7.Janet worked
for various farms probably as a housekeeper's helper.
She married George Penny in 1943 and they moved to

they farmed and fished for six years. Their first son
Kenneth Thomas was born in Eriksdale in 1943, fìrst
daughter Constance Elizabeth Alice in 1944, and second daughter Eileen Linda in 1947.
They moved to Scotch Bay district, (the Archie
Malcolm homestead), farming and fishing there as well.
EarlJames was born in 1954. Allen William was born in
1956. May and Tom were divorced in the 1950's.
May married Matthew Lee in 1959. Matt was born
1918 in Scotch Bay and went to school there. After school
was completed he worked with his father and mother,
Thomas and Isabelle Lee (See Thomas Lee), on their

Winnipeg.Janet worked for many years in housekeeping at the General Hospital. They had four children.
Twins,Joan andJoyce, were born in 1945.Joan married
Robert Farris and they have two girls; Brooke and Tanis,
a¡rd live in BC. Joyce married Julius Pachkowsky and
they have two girls; Susan and Cathy. Cathy married

Randy Kelly. Rose was born in 1947 and lives in
Beausejour, MB; Kenneth, born in 1948 married Shirley
Taylor. They have two sonsJason and Mark, and live in
Ottawa, ON.Janet died February 20, 1991.Janet was a
very loving and caring person and always wanted to be

farm and fished in northern Manitoba. He had tr,vo brothers, Watson and Norman. A sisterrJanet, married George

a nurse. She was a talented baker of cookies and pies.

Penny. Matt and May lived on the old homestead of
Matt's Uncle George Lee's. Here they operated a mixed
farm of grain and Hereford cattle.
Matt died in 1979 and May moved the house into

2. Matthew, born on August 13, 1918, died in 1979.(See

Matthew and May Lee).
3. Norman was born on March 30, 1924.(See Norman Lee).
4. Thomas Watson was born on May 14, 1920. He
was a very likeable man who loved to tease. He fished
for many years mainly on Lake Manitoba, Lake Winnipeg and Reindeer Lake. He also worked as a surveyor
for Manitoba Hydro and of course farmed with his brothers

in between times. Watson died in December

Briksdale on highway 68 where she now resides. Many
friends and relatives often stop in for coffee and a friendly
chatwith May. In recentyears Mayhas made many quilts
and hand craft items for members of her family'
The children of May Lee:
Kenneth (Kenny) attended Scotch Bay and Clydebank
schools and then moved to BC to live with his father,
Tom. Some time in the 1960's he moved back to Mani-

1968

and is buried at Lily Bay church yard near his parents.
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Norman & Lillian
Norman was born on Ma¡ch 3, 1924 the youngest of
four children born to Thomas and Isabella Lee (See
Thomas Lee) and has lived on the family homestead all
of his life. He married Ullian Lawrence Price in 1969.
Lillian was the eldest child of David and Bdith Lawrence.
(See David Lawrence). Lillian had six children from her
first marriage. (See Price). This produced a ready made
family for this quiet bachelor of 45 years.

Connie, Ken, Eileen; May (holding Allen) &
Eail Seymour
toba to live and work. Kenneth married Elsie Guluwaty

from Rorketon, MB. They had a son Jerome
(Timmerman).Jerome now lives in Winnipeg. Ken and
Elsie were divorced and later he married Norma Singbeil

of Beausejour. Kenneth Thomas died at the age of 35 in

February, 1978 from a heart attack. His son, KennethJr.,
was born May 31, three months later.
Contance (Connie) married Benjamin Gleich in 1962.
(See Gleich).

Eileen lives in Briksdale. (See Arne and Eileen
Lindell).

Earl married Linda Russell and they live near
Deerhorn. (See Earl and Linda Seymour).
Allen went to Scotch Bay and Eriksdale schools and
worked on construction. Allen William had one son,
Richard. Richard lives in Lunda¡ with his motherJo¿Ìrine
(Erickson-Miller) and his step-father Robert (Bob) Miller.
Allen died on Septemb er 7,1987 at the age of 31, from
an accidental death while working in Quebec. Allen is
buried in the St. Cuthbert Anglican Church cemetery in
Lily Bay near his beloved step-father Matthew Lee.

Three Generations
Norman (holding Linda), Tom Lee
To their delight a daughter Linda Alice, was born on
May 6, 1969. Linda graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate
in 1987. She went to Success Business College and eventually got a job for Silden and Gordon as a legal secretary. Linda lives in her own home in Winnipeg.
Lillian and Norman continue to farm the homestead
and in the later years have been greatly helped by Lil's
daughter and Norman's step-daughter Caroline and her
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husband Craig Miller.(See Miller). Norman suffers from
arthritis and has scaled down his farming operation to a
more manageable work load.

If their Ees are blue øs skies, they're from
Bay, as we marched down Main Street in Eriks-

managed to sing;
Scotch

dale and turned east towards the picnic grounds. There,

Our father George Lee, immigrated to Canada with his
parents Ann and Matthew Lee in 1903. (See Matthew

we all lined up - a colorful display with pupils wearing
their school colors - hats and band made from crepe
paper. Then, without warning the rain came! There was
no shelter, and we all truly sported our colors as the dye
ran from the various paper hats and bands. Scotch Bay'ers
were streaked with blue. Pa¡kview'ers were sheaked with
red. The Field Day was cancelled. There were, however,

Lee). He was 18 years old.

many other successful and enjoyable Field Days. Because

LEE

George & Eveline

In

Eriksdale won the cup so many times, they kindly withdrew one year and Scotch Bay under teacher Bdith Sanders won it in either 1935 or 1936.

joined the Canadian army and went to
England. He visited his older brother Will, in Liverpool.
Will was married to my mother's Aunt Nan (nee Little).
At age 14 Mother (Eveline Barrow) had become an or1916 he

Teachers at Scotch Bay were as follows: Miss
Thorsteenson, 1928; Miss Kathleen Andrews (later Mrs.
George Blue) 1928-1929; Miss Mary Hadath (later Mrs.
Arthur Watson) 1929 - 1931; Miss Marjorie O'Brien (later
Mrs. George Penny) 1931 - 1934; and Miss Bdith Sanders (later Mrs. Russell Penny) 1935 - 1939.

phan. Her parents were Frank and Margaret (Little) Barrow In 1916 she was living with her Uncle Will and

Auntie Nan. It was there that my parents met, and after
a courtship consisting of letters and brief leaaes from the
battlefield in France, they were married in Walton
Church, Liverpool onJanuary 2, 1918. Two weeks later
Dad was badly wounded. They came to Canada in De-

I (Marion) left Scotch Bay in 1940, took up hairdressing and retired in 1989. In 1945, I married Bill Penny.
We were married 31 years until he passed away in 1976.

cember 1918.

Our two girls Cheryl and Sheila, both attended the University of Manitoba. Cherylworks with the environment

Dad bought a quarter of land in Scotch Bay. While
the house was being built, Mother stayed with his sister
Jeannie and her husband Frank Windross, in Lily Bay.
My parents lived in Scotch Bay until they moved to
Winnipeg in 1948.

and is living in Winnipeg with her husband Donald

McDonald and their three children; Benjamin,
Christopher, and Karen. Sheila is an architect and is living in Toronto with her husband Brian White and their
two children; Samuel and Reva. In 1992 I married

There were four children in our family: Marion, Edna,

Frank, andJohn, who died when he was a baby.
In 1928 Scotch Bay School was moved from Lake
Manitoba to a location two miles from our home. Because of the distance before it was moved Bdna and I
attended Clydebank School in the fall of 1927. Edith
Webster now Edith Lawrence, gave us a lìne start. We
did not want to change schools. I recall saying that we
would sneak around and go to Clydebank instead of

Clarence Malcolm. He had three children and seven
grandchildren. Clarence passed away in November 1993.
My sister Bdna retired from teachingin L977 after 32
years ofteaching. InJune 1995 Ednahad the pleasure of
attending the 50th reunion of her Normal School Class.

Twenty-two attended and it was held in Portage la Prairie, MB.
My brother Frank became an electrician. He married
a teacher Katherina Fleming in 1955. Frank died in 1979
leaving three children: Donna, Gordon, and Linda. There
¿Lre now six grandchildren.

Scotch Bay.

Our years at Scotch Bay School were for the most
part happy ones. We pariicularly enjoyed field days. I
remember the first one we attended. It was 1930. Under
Miss Hadath's guidance we had made small blue pennants from crepe paper attached to peeled willow sticks.
On each pennant ihe pupils had carefully glued Scotch
Bay from the silver paper capital letter which they had

LEONARD FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Archie M. Leonard came from the Isle of
Rousay in the Orkney Islands to Winnipeg in 1905. Mr.

painstakingly made. We were so proud of those pennarits,
but that pride disappeared when we saw the huge ban-

Leonard, a blacksmith by trade, was employed by the T.
Baton Company. For health reasons he was advised by

ners that all the other schools had. However, we still
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his doctor to move to the country where he could work
in the fresh air. Following this advise, he paid ten dollars
for a homestead some lB miles from Eriksdale in the
Sharpewood district. Mrs. Leonard often said that she
thought the Government should have paid them the

from the treeless and harsh island in the north Atlantic
from whence they came.
For 25 years Myrtle taught a class and was secretarytreasurer for the United Church Sunday School. She was
also the secretary-treasurer for the United Church for

$ 10

for taking it! Since every quarter section was taken up
with homesteaders, the Sharpewood School #1867,
which the six Leonard children attended, had a big
enrollment for an isolated area.
David their elder son, married Gunhild Swanson from
that area and lived in a house he had built across the
road from his parents. The depression years had taken
their toll. He could see no future in farming there, and
they moved to Madsen, ON where David repaired mine
drilling equipment. In later years his expertise in that
field was required when the drilling took place through
the mountain at Kemano, BC.
The three older girls married and settled elsewhere
according to their husband's work - miles away from

several years; taught a weekly Explorer group and served

on the Cub-Scout Committee.
Tommy who had not enjoyed good health since his
return from overseas passed away December 12, L973,
He had spent 24 years in a wheel chair and slowly became more incapacitated by MS. He spent those confìning years at home except for the final ¡¡¡o weeks before
his death at Deer Lodge Hospital.
After Tommy's death Myrtle became manager-secretary of the Briksdale HousingAuthorityfor 18 years, until
the current Provincial Government phased out all local
management. She also became involved with 4-H, teaching a class for the local 4-H Clovers for 15 years, as well
as serving on the provincial Manitoba 4-H Council for

Sharpewood and farming.
Their younger son Tommy Leonard, joined the services during the \ÂIWII and was posted overseas. When
he returned home the farm was sold and the Leona¡ds
retired to Eriksdale. They moved into the house David

three years with one year as president.

LINDELL FAMILY
John & Pauline Lindell

had built, added additions and lived there for several
years. As in Sharpewood Mr. Leonard once again served
on the local school board which like all boards of that
time was served by volunteers. The Leonards too, were
very active in the United Church and Mr. Leonard sang

Pauline Gustave Young Ljung was born
Sweden, onJuly 29, 1881.

In October

in

Sandhem

1901 she immi-

grated to America and established herself in New York
where she worked as a cook.

in an all male choir.
During a brief period of time their youngest daughter
Verna, lived in Eriksdale while her husband Howard
Stansell, served briefly in the army towards the end of
the war. During this time their son Lloyd, attended school

John (Tegelberg) Lindell, was born in Laholms, Sweden, on November 10, 1878.John worked on railways in
different parts of Norway and Sweden before he immi
grated to Canada and later settled in Winnipeg, May
1904. John had been born into a Tegelberg family but
following compulsory army service in Sweden he
changed his name to Lindell.
In August 1904 Paulina came to Winnipeg where she
met and marriedJohn. They had been corresponding.
John worked out from Winnipeg on survey gangs in
central Manitoba, always keeping watch for a piece of

in Eriksdale and their daughter Fern was born. They later
moved to Madsen, ON and then to Red Rock, also in

Ontario.

In 1948 Tommy married Myrtle King from Warren.
He had bought a little house from north of Eriksdale
and had it moved across the street from where his parents lived. Tommy had a car - an item that was very scarce

land where he could fa¡m.
At that time government was putting on a great push

after six war years - and provided transportation for those

who were in need of it.
As the years advanced, the senior Leonards moved
to Edmonton to live with their daughter and son-in-law.
The years of hard work and a healthy way of life brought
them both into their nineties before they passed on. They
rest at peace surrounded by trees, a few thousand miles

to settle the land between LaI<e Manitoba and Lake Winnipeg, just north of the city. A program was developed

whereby immigrants could pay $10 and fìle on a homestead, usually one quarter section of land. When the required improvements were done (a certain number of
acres cleared and broken and a small cabin put up) then
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and two daughters, Gladys and Bernice.
Hildur and Valdemar worked in various places: Winnipeg, Deloraine, Hamiota and Swan River. Valdema¡

worked in Swan River with Electric Power until electricity was installed. He excelled in carpentry work and built
four houses in Swan River. He passed away on December 6, 1967.
Hildur worked as a housekeeper and maid. In early
1950 she moved from Swan River to Sudbury, ON,
where her daughter Bernice and Dan McArthur were
living. She was fortunate to get employment with a famiþ who asked her to come with them when they moved
to New York in 1952. She remained there for many years.
She returned to Briksdale to live with her mother and
work as an aide in the local hospital. Later she left Eriks-

dale to take care of her son-in-law's father in Dauphin,
MB. Hildur enjoyed working with seniors and took part
in many of their activities wherever she was living. Hildur
passed away on April3, 1989 at the Swan River Lodge
where she had been a resident for one year and is laid to

Paulína, Agnes & John Lindell

rest in the Swan River CemeterY.

the homesteader could apply for his patent, which when
granted became his title to that piece of land. To the

Gordon & lrene Walstrom

immigrant it was a treasure, beyond price!
In many Buropean countries fa¡m land was owned
and operated by landlords, using fa¡m laborers. The
people were exploited to the utmost and never owned
anything of their own, but lived in small shacks on the
landlord's estate. Young people could see no future for
themselves or their children. To have their own land

Gordon Walstrom was the eldest son of Hildur (Lîndell)
and Valdemar Walstrom. He was born in Winnipeg, on
January 6,1925.

Gordon married Irene Ma¡tin of Minitonas on November 13, 1946. They lived in Swan River where Gordon worked with the CNR until he started farming in
1956. He farmed

became a driving obsession and they risked the unknown
to try to make that dream come true. That is the force

until

1974.

1988 they moved to Minitonas where they presently reside. Gordon still owns his sawmill which he en-

In

which drove many (probablyJohn)to leave their old,country and come to America.
They arrived EriksJohn Lindell filed on SE 12-22-6W.
dale municipality on March 5, 1906, by dog sled from

joys operating.
Gordon and Irene had a family of four daughters:
Donna, Gloria, Glenda and Cathy. They also raised a
foster son,Jim Schukis.
Donna married Gilbert Leming of Bowsman in 1966
and had a family of three; two sons, Layne and Martin,
and a daughter, Kimberly. They live in Williams Lake,

Brandt's Store, with baby Hilda who was only five
months old.

Jon and Paulina bought an adjoining piece of land
and farmed it all of their working lives. They raised a
family of eight children: Hilda, Signe, Ric, Art, Agnes,
John, Eddy and Rudy.

BC.

Gloria marriedJoe Stewart of Carman, MB in 1967
and had a family of three. Their family consists of one
son, Darrin, and two daughters, Kim and Kristy. They
presently reside in Swan River, MB.
Glenda married Bernie Myszczyszyn of Bowsman,
MB in 1971 and they had a family of three; one son'
Mark, and two daughters, Dana and Koralie. They presently live in Bowsman, MB.

Valdemar & Hildur Walstrom
Hildur Undell was the first child born toJohn and Paulina
Lindell onJuly7,l905,in Winnipeg. She moved to Briksdale with her parents in 1906. She was married to

Valdemar Walstrom who grew up in the Helendale
School area. They had a family of three; a son, Gordon,
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Cathy married Lonnie Williamson of Bowsman in

rabbit must have sensed danger and abandoned her babies. We adored these frightened little balls of fur. We
loved and cared for them tenderly, but to no avail; their
lives were short lived. In a few days they all succumbed
to their mortality.
In 1952 our father retired from the railway. Our life
for the first time was disrupted with our father moving
to Winnipeg and our mother moved back to Eriksdale.

1980 and they have two sons,Jeremy and Brandon, and

in Calgary, AB.
Jim Schukis married Lorraine Tataryn of Swan River
in L977, and they have a son, Landon, and a daughter,
Ashley. They currently live in Bast Selkirk, MB.
a daughter, Laci. They live

Robert & Signe Anderson
Our mother Signe Lindell was born in Eriksdale on
March 4, 1908. Her family was of Swedish descent.
Mother went to school in Ha¡tfìeld. At an early age she
went to work in a restaurant in Souris, MB. It was here

Agnes and Albert moved with our mother. Art and Alf
had left home years before. Our mother was hired as a

cook at the hospital in Eriksdale and she lived in the
nurse's residence. Agnes went to live with our grand-

that she met and married our father, Robert Anderson
on November 14,1927 at First Lutheran Church on Vic-

mother Pauline Lindell. Albert went to live with his Uncle
Rudy and Aunt Anne on the Lindell homestead.
Albert attended Hartfield School and then Eriksdale
High School afterwhich he moved to Winnipeg and lived
with his parents. He completed high school at Daniel
Mclntyre. Obtaining an education was of utmost importance to Albert. He took one year of Engineering at the

tor Street in Winnipeg. Our father, Robert Anderson was

born in Norway and immigrated to Canada in

1910. He

became a section foreman for the CNR main line. They

lived in many small communities, in their early married
life: Oak Lake, Bmerson, Fairford, Alga¡, Lake Francis
and finally, in later years, in Winnipeg.
Their oldest child, Arthur, was born in Virden on
September 18, 1928; Alfred was born in Algar on February 7, 1932; the twins, Albert and Agnes, were born on
March 14, 1938 in Lake Francis.
As children we can recall that living in the railway
station house was always exciting. We loved when the
trains came and the trainmen would throw us candies
from the moving train. They would do this only in the
winter and then itwas always a scramble as to who found

University of Manitoba; then graduated from MTI
(Manitoba Technical Institute) with a diploma in Architectural Drafting. After graduation he worked at Shopost

In

1968 Albert went into partnership in
in 1984, fully intending to retire. But, after a few months of leisure, he
went back to work for Shopost Ironworks for another
five years.

Ironworks.

Abesco Ltd., and later sold his interest

Agnes attended Briksdale High School for grade nine.

The next year our mother rejoined our father in Winnipeg and Agnes moved with her. Agnes completed her
high school at Daniel Mclntyre. She embarked on a career at the MTS, first as a long distance operator and
two years later as a long distance supervisor. She enjoyed
this type of work because it was a challenge and new
changes were always on the horizon. She then left this
employment to raise her family. In 1980 she returned to
the work force part-time and was employed at Equifax
Ltd. as a field representative. This was an investigation
company, and again this field proved exciting and challenging. She left there in 1985 to broaden her life's skills
and was selected for employment at a dental office that
was just being opened. She has worked in three other
offìces. She has been at her last offìce since 1991.
Shortly after our mother moved to Winnipeg, she was
gainfully employed at the Health Sciences Center - Doctors'Residence as a professional cook. She worked here
for a number of years and was then offered a position in
another area of the HSC - Rehabilitation Center. She

the most candies.
Agnes and Albert always enjoyed our father bringing

home the wild baby rabbits that were found under the
piles of ties that the section men had moved. The mother

:

Sígne Anderson & Agnes Luciow
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spent many years in this employ and retired

in

have two children, Brad (1967) and Dale (1969).

1973 at

Our father passed away in 1963. Our mother, Signe's
voyage through joy and adversity came to a close on
October 5, L992. They both rest at Chapel Lawn Me-

the age of 65.

Our mother was a talented woman, a professional
cook and seamstress (she sewed all her daughter's clothing for her and also sewed for other people). Her family
would sometimes larrgh a,t her impa.tience, but we marvelled at her strength of character, her loyalty and her
generosity. When Agnes was organizing the Christmas
hampers at her church, her mother always bought gifts
for at least four children. She felt that this was a very

morial Gardens.
Where are they now?
Art and Doris still reside in Headingley. Alf and Kay
still live in Winnipeg. Alf retired a few years ago from
the CPR. Albert and Carol still live in St. Andrews. Albert
is semi-retired. During the summer months he farms a
grain farm near Eriksdale, as well as bee keeping. He
and Carol are world travellers. Agnes and Fred still live

worthwhile mission.

in Winnipeg. Fred retired this spring. Agnes is still working at a dental office in Tuxedo. Agnes is involved in
church work and also has developed a keen interest in a
doll hobby (dressing doll). Fred keeps busy remodelling
their home and doing repairs.
The above story has been our journey thus far in life.
We are forever travelling to places outside us and inside
us, to times past and present and future. We are forever

exploring our own and other people's deepest feelings
and insights. Through all these experiences we have
become enriched by life's trials and triumphs.

Art & Lucy Lindell
Of Swedish parentage, Arthur is the fourth child of the
lateJohn and Paulina Lindell. He was born at home on

Alfred & Kay Anderson, Albert & CarolAnderson,
Agnes & Fred Luciow, Doris & Art Anderson

March 22,19L4.

Art attended Hartfield, the local country schoolhouse
and when he was needed to work on the farm, dropped
out of school. During his teen years Art worked with a
local carpenter between farm duties and gained practi-

Our Family Tiee:
Art is married to Doris (Seymour) from Briksdale.
They have four children: Darlene, Cheryl, Corrine and
Arthur. Cheryl is married to Greg Hannah; they have
one son, Alexander (1993). Art worked at the Hudson
Bay Company and retired a few years ago. They live in
Headingley. Alf is married to Kay (Nordal) from Lundar. They have three children;Kris, Bonnie and Lynden.
Kris is ma¡ried to Dianne and they have three daugh-

cal experience.

In

for 29 years. Art cut, hauled and packed ice for stores
and businesses in town, from Swan Lake, to provide the
basic groceries. He did whatever was available to supplementtheirfarm income until they accumulated adairy
herd of Ayrshire cows.

ters. Lynden is ma¡ried to Barb and they have one daughter. Alf worked for Canadian Pacific Railways as a delivI

1934 he married Lucy Applebee, a neighbor's

daughter who was born in Winnipeg, February 28, 1911.
The young couple farmed south of Hartfield School

ery driver. They live in Winnipeg. Albert is married to
Carol (Ross) from Briksdale. They have three children;
Barton (1967), Orville (1969) and Lorne (1973).'l'hey

Manitoba Hydro was installing poles and wires
throughout the Interlake area a¡rd electric power reached
tlreir farm on December 22, 1952.
Lucy served as secretary-treasurer for Harffield School
district at the rate of $25 per year. About 1962 she began
writing a local news column for the Stonewall Argus and
Teulon Times.

reside in St. Andrews.
Agnes married Fred Luciow from Saskatchewan. Fred
was employed with Environment Canada for 35 years.

They lived in Ottawa and Regina for short periods of
time. They have been in Winnipeg for many years. They
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There were four children: Elaine, born October

sary, March 16, 1994.

16,

1934, David, born March 28, 1936, Shirley, born May
10, 1941 arrd Garry, born December 22,1949.

On behalf of my sister Shirley, my brothers David
and Garry, and myself I would like to share these
thoughts with you.
Art and Lucy Lindell were married March 16, 1934.
They struggled to set up their farm, complete with Ayr-

Elaine married Bruce Henrotte in 1952. They have
four daughters: Beverly, Carole, Lois and Sharon. They
farm and Elaine is the dental receptionist at Lundar.
David became a bush-pilot and worked out of Ontario for

a

few years.

In

shire cows, during the depression. They raised four kids,
which anyone who has had children knows is no small

L972 he married Pat Hanslip and

they built a home at Stony Mountain. They have two
children: Curtis and Amber. David is employed with
Standard Aero Ltd. in Winnipeg.
Shirley became a teacher and married Richard Lawrence, also a teacher. They have two children: Cameron
and Karmen. Rick and Shirley spent all their teaching

job. Mum sewed practically everything we wore, from
shirts for Dad out of flour bags (they weren't made out

years at Selkirk Comprehensive School.

shirt, or a dress or a pair of pants in time for the concert.
If you will take the time to look at the wedding dress on
display in the Eriksdale Museum, you will see the kind
of talent our mother has for sewing.
But Mum didn't only sew. There was the meat to be
canned for summer; the vegetables to be canned for win-

of paper then) to pants, shirts, jackets and dresses for us
kids from hand me downs Many times she stayed up late
at night when everybody else was safely out of the way
(in bed). She'd sew by lamplight to finish a much needed

Garry married Sandra Pool in May 1972. They built
their home at Lockport. They have two children: Christy
and Paul. Garry is a long time employee of Manitoba

Hydro, while Sandra is a registered nurse and works in
Selkirk.

In

1964 Art and Lucy sold their farm and built a home

ter and a large vegetable garden to be cared for. To make
extra dollars, Mum raised 100 turkeys for many years.

in Eriksdale. They were among the first to use electric
heat in town.
Art had begun as maintenance man at the B. M.
Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale, two years earlier, following the death of long time caretaker,Jim Ma-

Both Mum and Dad butchered the turkeys in early December. Then Dad hauled them to town on the sleigh,
pulled by the horses to Pool Day - a day when buyers
came out from the city to the Orange Hall to grade and

son.

buy locally grown poultry. It was work, but it was also

Art was active in community affairs and a founding
member of the present Co-op Store. He also served the
community as trustee for this area with the Lakeshore
School Division and sang in the United Church Choir.
Lucy served on the Area Development Board. She
collected historical stories and had them published in

much needed dollars!
In addition to the farm, Dad served as school trustee,
as a municipal councillor, and as a founding member of
the Eriksdale Co-op. Occasionally, in the days prior to
the funeral services provided by Arnasons today, Dad
was called upon to assist Mrs. Rutherford in the preparation of bodies for funerals. Whenever Dad could spare
a day or so away from the farm he sometimes unloaded
box cars of lumber, flour or bran. Sometimes he helped
Rick and Eddy, his carpenter brothers; sometimes he
butchered animals for meat for the neighbors and once,
Dad and George Cowdery went to work in Winnipeg
building a large ice house,leaving Mum solely responsible for the farm and the kids. Tälk about courage! In the
days before electricity, ice was necessary to keep food
cool in the summer. Dad cut and hauled many loads of
blocks of ice to the ice houses in Eriksdale two or three
miles away.

Memory Oþms the Door, in 1970.

Lucy bought the old St. John's Anglican Church to
set up a small market for local crafts. This did not grow
as had been hoped, so the building became a small museum and was turned over to the municipaliqt in 1974,
to be run by a committee of local people.
Another project was the establishment of some kind
of financial service for the town. Lucy helped to set up
the local Credit Union in Eriksdale and served on the
Credit Committee for 17 years, 1972-1989.
Now this branch of the Lindell family belongs to the
New Horizons Club and enjoys their family, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Memorìcs of Mum, and Dad,wntten and read by Elaine
Henrotte on the occasion of her parent's 60th anniver-

Mum was secretary-treasurer of Hartfìeld School for
many years, was an active member of the Ha¡tfield Women's Institute, wrote aweekly news column for the Stone-
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Lindell, born November 10, 1878 in Laholm, Sweden
a¡rived in Winnipeg in May 1904. They were ma¡ried
October 29, 1904 and moved to Eriksdale in 1906. I,
Agnes Lindell, am the fifth child born of this union.
Like many others our memories wander back to our
childhood at home. Having grown up with what we
would call a fairly large family, Hilda and Signe had left

wall Argus and even managed to find the time to write
her prize winning story about our Grandma Lindell.
Later, when the hydro had come in and the new barn

had been built, they had barn dances. What fun! But
also a lot of work. All of the food for the lunches was
prepared at home.
In 1964 the farm was sold and Mum and Dad moved
to town, where they established the beautiful, well kept
yard we all know today. Dad worked at the hospital as

home by the time Edwin and Rudy were born. We were
blessed with good parents and wonderful neighbors especially the Pearsons, Gumbrills, Cowdreys, and Harts,
who left in 1933 to live in England. Wilfred Pearson was
a very good friend and losing his life to a tragic accident

maintenance man. This gave Mum the chance she
needed to grow her trees and flowers; to write her book
MOD, and to make some major changes on Railway
Avenue in Eriksdale. Mum purchased the St. John's
Anglican Church, developed it into the Briksdale Museum and then turned it over to the Eriksdale Municipality. Single-handedly she organized, worked and
planned the construction of the New Horizons building,

was a shock that stunned me though we were then gtown

up and no longer living in Briksdale. Bdith Kittle and
Harold Gumbrill are still stalwart friends of mine to this
day. The crackers and cake Mrs. Gumbrill always seemed
to have as well the plater (small pancakes) at Auntie
Tegelberg's while I was getting my hair cut will always

also, organizing the dismantling of the old Hallson store

andJeffers store (both having been ravaged by time) with
the materials or sale of salvaged materials put to work in

be a cherished memory.

the new project.
Most of these things you already know about our parents; what you may not know is how it affected us kids.

remember the school fìeld days when we wore the colors
green and white for the parade and carried a green and
white banner - tÌrre Manitoba Song a song which we sang
on that day, alongwith the various sports thatwe played

Hartfield School teachers and the students -I often

The work was hard but there was time to play, too. Needless to say we learned many things from our parents.

such as baseball, to end the day.

Having belonged to the young people of the Vasa
Order where we attended meetings at Nyland or Nord
Schools, we as a body attended our first funeral, that of
Arthur Paulsen. We marched in pairs from the Paulsen's
house (as the funeral service was held in the yard) to
Nord Cemetery and back. Not long after this, infantile
paraþsis struck our community andwe lostboth Gunnar
and Betty Swanson. These were terrible experiences in

The lessons were not always easy - for the parents or the
kids. At the time the lessons were not always appreciated,- but I can tell you without doubu since we have all
been trying to raise our families, those lessons were very
much appreciated. We lea¡ned honesty, integrity, courage, determination, caring and understanding, not from
something someone said, but from two glowing examples - our parents - who lived this way every day.
Mum and Dad - we salute you. You have been an
inspiration and an example to all of us. We thank you
for being the people you are, for being our parents and

our young lives.
I belonged to the Good Templars Organizations with
Mother, and Mr. Pearson was our choir leader and we
sang Swedish songs. When

for the countless things you have done for us and with

it could no longer function

for the lack of members, the money that was left was
divided between the remaining members and I believe
it was $ 13 each. With this money I bought a guitar, which
I played throughoutthe years and quite abitthroughout
my teen years. Dad and I used to sing some Swedish
songs together (not publicly).
The barn dances held at our place, with the orchestra
stage hanging from the rafters, were a great summer enjoyment for the community. The boys worked to cleart
the ba¡n and the yard from one end to the other. Mother
made huge matrimonial cakes for the lunch.

us.

We thank God, too, for you, our parents, for the blessings we have all known and the privilege of sharing this
day with all of you. May we all be worthy of such bless-

ings, for the rest of our days. Thank You.

Agnes Rusk
My mother Paulina Gustava Ljung, bornJuly 19, 1881 in
Sandhem, Sweden. She immigrated to New York, USA
in 1901 and to Winnipeg in August 1904. My fatherJohn
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In 1935 I went to Hamiota to help sister Hilda
Walstrom following an operation. I did not return to
Eriksdale until four years later. I worked at farm homes
and spent one winter in the hotel at Oak River. In 1937
I went to Swan River where the Walstrom family had
moved. There I did housework and met my fuhrre husband Gordon Rusk, born August 14, 1915. In 1939I rehrrned to Briksdale for the summer as Mother was not
very well. In the fall I returned to Swan River until 1941.
I then worked at Canada Packers Cafeteria until Gordon returned from overseas on December 31, 1945. We
were then married in Swan River onJanuary 1, 1946.
Gordon worked with his father for Imperial Oil for over

fourth year at university.
Son Gary was diagnosed to be allergic to the violet
rays of the sun, which made summers very unpleasant
for him. Gary manied Delira Crane in 1992. They have
one child, Crystal, born March 18, 1986, who also has
the same allergy. They live in Vancouver, BC.

ten years, then went out on his own in the trucking business.

In 1954 Mother and Father celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, and then Dad passed away in 1955.
I worked at the Swan Valley Hospital as housekeeping supervisor from 1964 to 1981.
In I972I went to Sweden to visit two aunts and many
cousins for three weeks. Also, on the way home I spent
four days in Guildford, Surrey, England with Bertha Hart
Keane and her husband. Bill Hart was ever ready to take
us places. It was a great and lovely experience through
the whole trip.
I retired at the end ofJune 1981. Gordon passed away
September 6, 1981.
In 1982 Bdith Kittle and I flew to England and spent
three weeks touring England and Scotland, as well having wonderful visits with the Keane and Hart families.
Since then I have not been on any more long trips. I
enjoy good health and am busy with va¡ious organizations to which I belong to. I have been a member of our
Orange Lodge for over 50 years and as well, I sing in
the choir at the Anglican Church.
Gordon and I adopted two children. In 1950 Candace
Arlene, born November 21, 1947 and in 1957, Gary Gordon, born March 26,1955.
Candace married James Gordon on July 27, 1968.
James was born August L9, 1944. They had two children; Gregory, born December 11, 1968 and Dayna,
born July 16, L972. In 1981 we ran into serious problems. Gregory passed away onJanuary 29 at 12 from a
freak accident. In April Candice, who was a nurse, was
diagnosed with having multiple sclerosis. At the present
time Candice holds her own with the multiple sclerosis.
Jim is busy, working for the Department of Highways.
My granddaughter, Dayna Gordon is going into her

John & Ruth Lindell
John and I were marriedJune 1, 1946, in the Home Street
United Church in Winnipeg, having our wedding dance

atNyland School. Friends supplied the music and Hildur
Anderstedt decorated the school with fresh spring leaves
and lovely mauve lilacs. Neighbors and friends packed
the dance floor. We have two children. Ka¡en was born

in

1949, and ArneJohn

in

1953.

John Anders was the middle son of the five boys born

toJohn and Paulina Ljung Lindell, November 19, 1920,

in the family home with Mrs. Malmberg helping his
mother and family. Oldest brother, Rick, loved to tell a
story of this day. Rick said, he just lcnew something was
going to happen before he left for school that morning;
and how after four he ran home as fast as his legs would
go, and he found this cute little baby brother, with so
much black hair and big blue eyes looking at him. A
scene so many can relate to, before doctors and hospi
tals were available.

John spent his school years at Hartfield, and much to
the chagrin of his classmates, John, together with his
school chum Jim Wilson, would chase gophers, snare
rabbits, or collect crow's eggs, that would bring a few
cents to their pockets, instead of playing ball. The love
for the outdoor life, of hunting and trapping, never left
him. In later yearsJohn took much pleasure sharing his
hunting success with neighbors and friends.John fìshed
on Lake Manitoba, worked in the Uchi Lake Mines, and
John and Rick did custom sheep shearing. He bought
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his own quarter of land on 1-22-6W when he was sixteen, and had his own flock of sheep. All this prior to
joining the army in April, 1942.Itwas a rare occasion if

plemented the farm in the good years and pocket money
in others. The hunting seasons wereJohn's holidays, even
if just a few days at a time. I mostly worked away from
our home, but I could hold down the fort when necessary with the help of good neighbors in calving time.

John ever spoke of his war experiences. He preferred to
tell of the wonderful hospitality of the Hart family, who
had been former residents of Hartfield and Clydebank
districts, especially Bea, and husbandJack Keane. Their
home was open to many Eriksdale boys when on leave.
Bea (Bertha) has said it was often a surprise to see who
came down their stairs in the morning. He told of the
welcome given by the people from Holland, when his
unit, the XII Manitoba Dragoons Armored Car Unit,
were part of the liberation team at Ostende and the boys
dared to dream it was nearly over and may soon go home.

He spoke of the people along the way of battle, who
Karen Lindell

risked their own lives to help them. These were the good

thingsJohn wanted to remember.
I, Ruth, completed my education at Nyland School

Arne Lindell

Our daughter Karen was born August 11, 1949. She

by regular classes and correspondence. Beatrice

is

Ludwickson was my first teacher. Bea boarded with my
parents during the four years she taught our school. This
was at the time the back-to-the-land settlers were moving
in, occupying every vacant quarter with buildings. The
school classes reached thirty and more. Following school
I remained at home untilJohn and I were married.
John returned from overseas inJanuary 1946.John
bought theJohn Zetterberg quarter north of Eriksdale
and also purchased the butcher shop fromJohn Forsyth
Sr. After our wedding we lived in the Zetterberg log house
for one month. OnJuly 1, the house was moved by Rick
and Eddie (Lindell) using long wood beams and a Knox
. and Smith truck that barely made it through the mud

married to Leonard Saunders.

(See

Leonard and Karen

Saunders).

Arne, bornJanuary 19, 1953 attended school in Briksdale and joined the working man's world at an early age.

One of his first paid jobs was working in theJune grass
field with Lyman Heroux. For several years he was with

McEwen's Landscaping in Winnipeg, Calgary, Fort
McMurray, and other places during the summer months.
He was north on the winter roads, both in Manitoba and
Alberta in the winter, then working with his dad on the
farm in between jobs and gradually began farming for
himself.

In

1975 Eileen LeStrat, son Scott and daughter Lisa,

became part of our family. The next year Arne and Eileen

holes that was called a road, to NW 4-22-5W. Our clos-

built a new home on the farm. Bileen worked for

est neighbors were Fred and Lola Mischke, who oper-

McEwen's out of Calgary for a time. Arne continued to
work out and Bileen worked withJohn at home when
needed. BothJohn and Arne enjoyed their years of association with the Ashern One Box Sharptail Hunt. They
had their share of success in assisting the team to bring
in enough birds to place in the competition. Many land-

ated a pig farm.

The butcher shop was being repaired, putting in refrigeration using the power from Chris Halldorson's
power plant. We opened for business March l, Ig47,We
closed our counter sales in April 1967.

owners around Eriksdale were very generous and allowed hunting on their land.
It is my belief that unions have become too strong in
their demands, therefore I refused to be forced to pay
into the CUPE union that was formed at Eriksdale Hospital about October 1980. I resigned from my cook-supervisor position. While the Unemployment Insurance
decided when to pay me, I already had been employed
by Community Services as a resource co-ordinator, work-

We carried on custom butchering, cutting and curing
meats. We sold the shop to Rollie

Midkiff in

1972. Rollie

was used to regular store hours, not the clay, or evening,

even holiday service we provided for those 25 years. He
only stayed a short time. The building has changed hands

many times since. It is now a Video King shop.
By this time I had been employed at the Eriksdale
Hospital, since 1967.
John was an enthusiastic trapper and the income sup524

ing and setting up offices in Lundar, Fisher Branch and
Arborg. Aside from the stress that accompanied most
jobs, those were rewardingyears for me. The homemakers who worked with me, as many as thirty or more at
times, were the most amiable people the clients could
wish to have.
I have always had a keen interest for the health care
in the Interlake. Before local boards, I belonged to a small
group who would meet with the hospital matron, mostly
for her moral support. The matron of this time had the

full responsibility of the facility and the hospital funds
mostly came from the United Church Mission. I am an
honorary member of the Hospital Guild, which means
you are given a lovely pin after thirty years of service (I
now have 45 years). I have been a trustee and chairperson of the Lakeshore District Health System and a member of the Interlake Health Network. It must be a coincidence that the Regional Reform now (1995) being implemented by Manitoba Health, has many similarities
to the principles of the IHN
By nowJohn and Arne were into full-time farming.
John did continue some custom butchering. Eileen was
driving school bus. Scott and Lisa were finishing their

Arne & Eileen Lindell, Lisa Lindell, Scott LeStrat
Arne Lindell, ever since.
Arne Lindell was the second child born to Ruth and
John Lindell. (SeeJohn Lindell). Arne and Eileen operate a mixed farming business. Bileen has driven a school

bus for many years.

Both Lisa and Scott completed high school in Eriks-

school years and Karen, Len and family were settled back

dale. Scott had a great love for hockey. He started at the
early age of two years old. Scott works for Manitoba

in Winnipeg. I was planning on retirement to stay home
and tag along withJohn on the farm.

Hydro and marriedJackie Forbister from Lundar on Sep-

Fate changes all things.John was overcome with cancer, passing awayJuly 7, 1989. Besides his rnilitary head
stone, our family has placed a sign on his grave - a paint-

tember 2, l995.Jackie was
the second daughter born

-

ing from a real pichrre ofJohn holding a rat, caught in
the first rat trap I set for him in the swamp. I am now a
retired farm wife, involved in community work and a
municipal appointed member of the Eriksdale Heritage
Committee, who are responsible for putting this book

to Craig and Diane
Forbister from Lundar.
Scott and Jackie have
bought a house in Eriksdale and Jackie works at
the Eriksdale Credit Un-

together.

ion.
Lisa works in Ashern at

Arne & Eileen Lindell

the hospital and for Respite Care in Lundar. Lisa

Eileen Seymour was the third child born to May and
Tom Seymour on February II,1947. She went to school
in Scotch Bay and Eriksdale and then took a hair dressing course in Winnipeg. Along with her sister, Connie,
she has a great love for horses. She took her horses to
many fairs. Eileen lived in Winnipeg for a few years
working at Burns Packers.
She was married and has two children. Scott Matthew
LeStrat, born November 4, 1968 and Lisa Lynne Mae,
born August 24, 1973. Eileen was separated from her
fìrst marriage in 1973. She has lived with her partner,

chose to change her name

to Lindell in 1994 as she

z

has lived all her life as part of the Lindell family.

Edwin & Etta Lindell & Boys
Edwin Vitalis Lindell and Mary Etta Malcolm were married February 6, 1953. Ed's parents wereJohn and Paulina
Lindell, who homesteaded west of Eriksdale. Etta's parents, Duncan (Charlie) and Elizabe th(Lizzie) Malcolm,
first settled in Eriksdale, then the Scotch Bay area, fi
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livery barn andJim Cook's house were located. That lot
is now the Co-op's parking lot. There used to be horses
tied up to hydro poles and buggies parked 1n the back
la,newhile the owners were shopping in town. That was
still happening in the mid 1950's. Dad bought the old
iivery stable lot and used it to store lumber and equipment on. Terry, Ken and Les spent lots of time cleaning
the cement off and pulling out the nails from the shiplap
boards used as forms then piling them in neat rows for
the next job. If we got real lucky we got to clean (or
hammer) the hardened cement off of the tools and wheel-

barrows.

Our old house has changed a bit over the years. It
was renovated for Mom in 1985; tearing off the old
kitchen and building a new kitchen, bathroom and storage room. Until then there was no running water. We
remember hauling in coal for the bookerin the living room
and wood for the kitchen stove; which was eventually
converted to burn fuel oil. Our hot water was from the
reservoir. It was quite an event around our house for
five kids to be bathed, not to mention what Mom needed

Edwin & Etta Lindell
nally west of Lundar. On Dad's side of the family there
were besides him, four brothers: Rick, Art, John and
Rudy as well as three sisters; Hildur (Walstrom), Signe
(Anderson) and Agnes (Rusk). Mom grew up with four

for washing clothes.
We used to ride in the back of Dad's flat deck truck
out to Chief's Point Beach. Glenn and Peg Taylor with
daughters, Margaret, Ellen and Glennis went with us on
many of these trips. There were many other families that
went with us, too. It is hard to imagine 9 to 12 people
riding on that deck. Dad left his three big tool boxes on
there for us to sit on, or between, if it turned cold or wet.
Those tool boxes were packed away perfectly, not to be
touched without him being there. Dad never had a use

brothers: Tom, Ken, Clarence and Bill and three sisters;
Evelyn (died at two years of age), Irene (McCarthy),
Helen (Howardson) and Edna (Burdett). They raised five
boys: Terry born (1951), Kenneth (1954), Leslie (1955),
Reid (1958) and Dwight (1963).
We lived at Eriksdale in the house just east, behind
the Co-op Store. That house was built by Curty Mills.
On the same lot and still standing today is the old Blacksmith Shnþrhat originally was the Mills home and Curty's
shop. Some of the original logs are still in place and the
Black Smith Shop sign can still be seen on the building
today. We purchased the house from Fred Mariner and
his family. Fred used to work at the Post Office. As kids
we always thought we had a big lot to the north of our

for a phone at our house. He felt that if someone really
wanted to get hold of him they would find him at a job
site or at home.

Dad was proud of his tools and very particular about

his workmanship. He had many hand tools for all aspects of carpentry. His craftsmanship as a builder is well

house that was up to what is now Ralph Fuessinger's
garage. That north east corner lot was the old power

It

was then bought by Chris
Halldorson, until the time the house was purchased in
the early 1960's by Mrs. Thorkelson (Selena (Erikson)
Hogue and Carl Erikson's grandmother). She had it
measured out, finding out that it appeared that she re-

known in the area. Over the years he built a school near
Fairford, barns in Poplarfìeld, Eriksdale and Lundar and
many houses in the area - Hazen and LilJeffers' house,
Arne and Mae Brandstrom's andJoe Sigurdson's in Lundar to mention a few. His fìrst new home construction

ally owned another 50 or so feet to the south. The fence
was moved and we had less grass to cut. Most recently
that old power plant house and lot were purchased by
Glenn Heroux, who, after having it surveyed, moved

was the Tegelberg house tlral has siuce beett rnoved away.

plant for the town.

He also built the Lundar Drug Store, Lundar RCMP
barracks and Lundale's Store in Eriksdale. Uncle Rick
worked with him on that job.
Two other projects that pay tribute to his work is the
Masonic Hall in Eriksdale and the Lundar Motor Hotel.

our lot line even further south.

The property to the NW of our lot was where the
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The Masonic Hall was recently purchased by Les and

Dwight did a short stint in the Armed Forces in Halifax. He then came to Eriksdale working off and on for
Ken, Les or Reid. He worked for a short period in the
Lundar Bakery. In 1985 he started working with Terry

converted into a house, where he now lives. During reno-

vations we had the opportunity to see our father's workmanship from the floorjoists to the window casings. The

Lundar Hotel pays special tribute to Dad. He was quite

in the Winnipeg Counter Top business and Sales Agency
(plumbing). Terry has sold his interest in the business;

concerned about taking on such a large project. This was
also his last big project prior to his death on September
5,1964. We are very proud of our father's work and commitment to building something that would last well into
the future. They now call it sustainable development.
After Dad died, Mom continued to raise the five of us
in the same house. She did re-marry (Harold Lundquist)
and live away from Eriksdale for a few years. All of the
boys except Terry moved with her. He stayed at Lyman
and Pearl Heroux's and also at Uncle Stan and Edna
Burdett's during that time. Mom returned to Eriksdale,
separated from Harold and worked in the kitchen at the
hospital in Briksdale, retiring in 1984. She is still very
active and enjoys working with Edna on the wooden
crafts as a hobby, making home-made bread and pick-

Dwight continues to work at the company. Another link
to Eriksdale is that Brad Goodridge, son of Bruce and
Elsie Goodridge, is one of the partners in that company.
All fìve sons are ma¡ried and have their own families.
Terry and Fran (Piasentin) have two sons, Charles
(1983) and Michael (19S5). Fran worked in the Eriksdale Hospital for a yean (1977) and is originally from
Oakville, ON. She and her family emigrated there from
Italy.

Ken and Dolly (Mikula) have four daughters: Erica
(1985), Lynnette (1989), Megan (1991) andAshley (1995).

Dolly grew up in Mulvihill with her parents, Andrew
and Connie Mikula.
Les and Joanne (Kiesman) have two children from
Joanne's first marriage, son Ashton (1986) and daughter
Rayna (1989).Joanne is originally from Ste. Rose du Lac
and most recently lived the last few years in Lurrdar prior
to moving to Briksdale. Les has three children from his
first marriage to Denise (Johnson); Marnie (1974), Bddy
(1978) and Tyler (1982). Marnie is the first of the new

les.

All of the boys worked away from Eriksdale for a few
years, but have returned to or near home. Terry worked

in Winnipeg for Pepsi-Cola in sales, then for Cronkhite
Supply in Winnipeg first, and then for five years in Calgary. He returned to Manitoba in 1984 building a house
in Warren and had his own business in Winnipeg.
Ken worked for McEwen Bros. landscaping in Calgary for a couple of years. He returned to Briksdale as a
carpenter following Dad's footsteps. He worked for a few
years with Sid Rushforth and with Frank Williment be-

generation of Lindells to be married. She married
Richard Engleberg on September 16, 1995.
Reid and Sherri (McSherry) have three children; son
Kirk (1987), Clark (1992) and Paige (1995). Sherri was
originally from Kamsack, SK and then from the Lundar
a¡ea. Reid has two children from his first marriage, Scott

fore going out on his own.
Les worked a short stint at the Eriksdale Credit Union, after high school. He had an extended stay in New

(1979) and Samantha (1982).

Dwight and Thish (Anderson) have two children,

Zealand. Les worked with Northern Construction in
Northern Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec a¡rd the North
West Territories for six years. He also was with Mani
toba Hydro and worked as a bartender in the Eriksdale
Hotel for a few years. He returned to work rN a carpenter. Ken and Les have worked on many jobs as did our
father and his brother, Rick. Les has been a Councillor
in the RM of Eriksdale for the last six years (1989-1995).
Reid became a journeyman electrician. He apprenticed through Madsen Electric in Winnipeg. He then

Brooke (199a) and Shayla (199a). Thish is originally from
Regina, SK where she and Dwight met when he worked
there for ayear.
In 1994 we undertook a project to construct a 12 suite
apartment for people who wanted to stay in the Briksdale a¡ea after retiring. The manor, which we called E.V
Lindell Manor, is now completed. All of the suites are
occupied. This project is of special significance to our

family.

All of the brothers worked on the project. We

also had Les's son, Eddy, working on the building. Ter-

moved back to Eriksdale in 1982 settingup his own electrical contracting business. He has taken onjobs throughout the Interlake and northern Ma¡ritoba. He also does
a lot of furnace and duct work installations.

ry's sons, Charles and Michael, helped with the clean
up. It brought up a lot of old memories of Dad, not only
to us but to all that knew him. Having the complex bear
his name, E.V. Lindell Manoris our lasting tribute to him.
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brother, Byron who owns and operates Lindell's Service
at the Overflowing River.

Rudy & Anne Lindell

The first year Rickie and

I

were married, we lived

Rudy is the youngest son ofJohn and Paulina, born September B, 1926. Rudy was in training for the armed services prior to the war ending, so did not go overseas. Following this he remained on the family farm, SE 12-22-

with his mom and dad until muskrat trapping in the
spring. Then we moved an 8 X 10 (eight by ten) camp to
Birch Lake. We lived there for six weeks trapping rats.

6'vll

a 1952 Chevrolet, from Olgot Berglund. Rickie had

Anne Zembic came to Eriksdale as a permit teacher
at Nyland School. She traded her ambition to teach

job with Sigfusson's Construction building roads, so we
bought a two room trailer to live in. Our first job was at
Swan River. Rickie was driving cat and scraper and I
worked in the cook house. In 1958 we bought the
Pederson place in Mulvihill, SE 12-23-6W. After we
moved here, Rickie worked for the Game Branch for
five years. Nahrral Resources wanted him to take a conservation officer job in Lac du Bonnet. They gave him a
week to decide. He said, "no", and bought a cow instead. Before I knew it I was milking eight cows. When
Comstock came through with the transmission line,
Rickie went to work with them. He worked out until 1969.
By then our cattle herd had built up so he decided to
stay home and farm. Rickie and our oldest son, Larry,
also do road construction work. We milked cows until
1980, when I got a job as a home care attendant (HCA)
with Community Resources.

When Rickie sold his muskrats, we bought our first truck,

school to become a farm wife when Rudy and Anne were

married on October 19, 1951. They have two daughters,
both born while they lived in Eriksdale.
Rudy and Anne farmed for the next ten years, when,
in 1961, they moved to Rexdale, suburb of Toronto, ON.
Rudy worked for Mac's Refrigeration until he retired.
Anne was a business manager of Fasco.

Older daughter, Shelley, born May 11, 1954, married
.|ohnJordro. They have a son, EthanJames, born October 17, 1992. Shelley teaches at St. Michael's School,
where they reside in Fort Francis, ON.
Second daughter, Sandra, born November 28, 1956
is married toJim Hood, who is originally from the USA.
Sandra is employed at a forensic science lab. They reside near Sault St. Marie, ON.
Anne retired in 1995. Together Rudy and Anne are
building a summer home near Fort Frances, where they
plan to enjoy their grandson, Ethan.

a

Rick & Violet Lindell
I married Rickie Lindell in 1955. Rickie is the eldest son
of Rick and Elva Lindell. He has two sisters, Joy
Hutchinson and Connie Solon, who live in BC and one

* ".

Ríckie Lindell & Ralph Juer sawing lumber 11963)
We have five children. Our oldest son, Larry, was born

in

1956 in Winnipeg. Larry is mostly away doing road

work and building goverrunerr[ docks in the winter; in
between time he is home farming in Mulvihill. Together
with his wife, Diane, they have two sons, Corey, born
1981 andJustin, born 1985. Both attend school in Eriksdale. Diane is a HCA with Community Resources.
Lynne was born in 1958 in Eriksdale. She lives in

Ríckíe Líndell during trapping season
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Winnipeg with her husband Dennis. Lynne works for
Rogers Cantel Cellular as a national accounts manager
for Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Dennis is

a

went to Herzing College where she received her medical secretary certificate. She has worked at the Abbott
Clinic and the Health Science Center in Winnipeg. Recently she went to update all her computer programs.

heavy equip-

ment sales representative. Lynne has two daughters; Cara
Leigh, born in Ashern in l97L,lives in Calgary and is a
sales person for Alberta Telephone. Lindsey was born in

On September 16, 1995 Marnie married Richard
Engelberg, son of Siegfried andJoanne ofEriksdale. Eddy
is currently in grade twelve and Tyler in grade eight. Since

Winnipeg in 1980. She attends high school there.
Darrell, our second son, born in 1959 in Winnipeg is
mostþ away doing construction work. He is also farming between times with his wife,JoAnn, and they live in

September 1989

I

have been employed with the

Lakeshore School Division as a teacher's assistant for
special needs students in Ashern
In the turmoil times we live in, Eriksdale has been a
good place to raise children. Marnie was active in 4-H

Mulvihill.
David, the third son, was born in L962 at Eriksdale
and lives in Edmonton and works for Purolator.
Kelvin, son number four, was born in 1964. He lives
in Mulvihill and works out on construction work. Together with his wife Charlotte they have two children,
Tess born in Winnipeg in 1988 and Bo born in Winni
peg, 1990. Both attend Eriksdale School. Charlotte is a

and the United Church Sunday School. School sports
and curling keeps the boys busy, Our rich abundance of
wildlife has provided a real interest in hunting for the
boys, also. Through the years I have been involved in
the United Church Council and teaching Sunday School,

the Eastern Star, and curling.

nurse's aide at Eriksdale Personal Care Home.
At the present time we remain a very active family.
Rickie and I are looking forward to the day we can retire.

LINDSAY/HANSLIP
Percy & Emily Lindsay
Percy Lindsay ma¡ried Emily Ledger. They took up farm-

LINDELL

ing in the Eastland district. Besides farming Percy was
available to show land to future settlers, who came out
to look for a homestead.
The Lindsays had five children. Annie married Axel
Lingmare, a railroad engineer. Axel is deceased and
Annie resides atErazer Lake, BC.
Alice became the bride of Arnold Ledger. They settled in the Lundar area. Both have passed away.
Grace married Gusti Holm. They have farmed for
many years east of Lundar. Gusti passed on May 12, 1990.

L. Denise
I

(DeniseJohnson) was born in Eriksdale onJanuary 4,

1953 to Eric and LilJohnson of Lundar.

My childhood

and youth was spent in Lundar where my grandparents,

Bill and Volet Olson, and later my parents owned the
Lundar Bakery. After graduation I entered the Education program at the University of Manitoba where I received my teacher's certificate.
From 1975 to 1978 I taught grade two in Eriksdale.
One of my fondest memories is of my fìrst year teaching
at¡he Little Scho¿lwhich is now the Division Office. There
was a very close-knit feeling amongst us and when news
of our move to the Big Schoolcame there were some very
anxious moments. The move went smoothly and consequently it wasn't long before a feeling of belonging began'
On December 3,1977 toJune 1992 I was married to

Grace passed away August 14, 1995.

Mary is Mrs. Fred Kaartinen of Eriksdale.

(See Fred

and Mary Kaartinen).

Alfred is their only son.

(See

Alf and Doris Lindsay).

Jim & Agnes Hanslip
Jim Hanslip immigrated from England to Canada in the
early 1900's. He worked as a horse and dray man for the
T. Baton Company Stables in Winnipeg. He took a homestead about 1913 in what might have been the Adershot
School district, as this school district was surveyed and

Leslie Lindell, son of Edwin (deceased) and Etta Lindell.

Leslie built our home south of Eriksdale and we moved
here in 1978. We had three children; Marnie Hope, May

named. A second survey revealed there were not enough

L4, L974, Eddy Sven, December 27, l97B and Tyler
WilliamJuly 20,1982. Upon graduating in 1992 Marnie

pupils to warrant a school, therefore
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it

was not built.

!'¿

ili
E

É

Alf & Doris Hanslip

Fred, Erníe, Jim & Agnes Hanslip; Gordon, Doris

('t9t

7)

On July 20, 1946 Alfred married Doris Hanslip,
daughter ofJim and Agnes. They took up farming on
NE 34-21-4W in the RM of Eriksdale.
Doris had gïown up in Eriksdale and went to school
there, having Miss Edith Palmer for her first teacher. After
her school years, Doris worked mostly at home on her
parent's farm. Later, along with her friend May King,
they worked at the Royal Alex Hotel in Winnipeg.
Farming was not new to Alf and Doris and they gradually built a herd of mostly hereford cattle.
They have one son Ross, who now works on con-

Jim met and married Agnes Hamilton of Edinburgh,
Scotland. In 1921 they settled onJim's homestead. There
were four children. Tennyson was to be their school. It
was miles away with very difficult travel conditions. The
family moved to Eriksdale to be closer to a school, and
better roads.

Fred married Emily Minnie. They lived in the
Hartfield School district awhile before moving to Winnipeg. Fred and Emily worked at the Salisbury House in
the bus depot. Fred received a watch for his 25 years of

struction as a back-hoe operator.
In 1965 Alf began to work off the fa¡m as a guard for
the Headingly jail. He mostly guarded at the rehabilitation camps at Falcon Lake and Birds Hill Bannock Point,

service with them. Fred had a creative mind. He designed

the spout of the milk carton as we see it today. Due to
lack of finances, he did not obtain the patent and lost the
credit for designing the spout.
Brnie remained abachelor. Ernie worked for the Red

which is also known

jail

Cross at the Deer Lodge Hospital in Winnipeg for many

as

Nutimik, and sometimes at the

as well.

Doris, with her son Ross, continued to keep up the

yeafs.

farm.

Gordon married and lived and Winnipeg. He worked
as a laborer at various occupations.

Alfred & Doris Lindsay

LINOSSIER FAMILY

Alfred, the only son of Percy and Emily Lindsay, was
born in 1923 on the family fa¡m in the Eastland School

Inforrnatíon from MOD, Augttstine Walket and Louise Roch.
Henry Linossier, (December 5, 1888-1975), was born

district. Mrs. George Douglas was the attending mid-wife.

Alfred attended Eastland School with Miss Bthel

in France. He came to Canada with his parents in October, 1906 and worked at cutting logs at Hudson's Bay

Rushforth for his first teacher.
In September 1941 at the age of 17, Alfred joined the
Winnipeg Rifles and served overseas untilJuly 1945'
During that time, he was taken as a German prisoner of
war, just after their unit crossed the Rhine River in Ger-

Junction; cut cordwood and pickcd blueberries at
Sandilands; threshed at Rathwell; carried rails to help
build the Grand Trunk Railway and helped to build a
bridge over the Brokenhead River.
In March 1909, Henry and his parents moved to the
homestead he had established on SE 22-2L-4W south-

many. Alf spent 40 days in the POW camP.
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east of the Eriksdale area. On November 21, 1909,

Henry

Murphy); and have five grandchildren.
Henriette (1912-1992) married J. McCormick, living
mostly in the USA, raised six children all living in the
USA;John (Hershey, Penn.),Jim (Melmont, Penn.), Dan
in Minneapolis, Margaret and Maureen in St. Paul, Minn.
and Bill near Boisie, Idaho. Probably in the early 1970s,
Henriette moved back to Eriksdale to help and be with

and his fiance Rose Paulhus drove the oxen to St. Laurent
and were married. Rose (1894-1977) was to say later,

"I

15 years and four months when I got ma¡ried there
was no time to waste - nothing to wait for". (see MOD,

was

-

page L42). Rose had lived with her parents on NW 202l-4W where La Fontaine School was later built. Henry
and Rose lived for ten years on SB 22-2L-4W; then
moved to S 1/2 24-21-5W living there for 24 years. This
place was later purchased by Frank Heroux. They purchased the Casselman house in Eriksdale in L944, where
they hired Rick Lindell, assisted by Art, to build a huge
chicken house; holding 2000 laying hens. This operation was later referred to as the rnost modern þoultry farm
in Manitobø, at that time. In 1952, Henry and Rose retired to the new house on the NE corner of Hwy's #6
and #68, living there until 1975, when Henry became ill
and died. Rose then lived with Henriette (their daughter

her parents, then nearing their 80s. She resided in Briksdale until her death and is buried in Eriksdale Cemetery.

Henry (1914-1962) served overseas in WWI[ married
an English war bride named Peggy. They had two children, Shirley andJohn;both living in Winnipeg.
Louise, born February 1915, married Henry Rock, living in St. Boniface and raised six children. Edmond runs
a hotel at Morden, the rest of the family; twins, Annette
and Romeo, Leo, Gules and Gerrard all live in Winni
peg. Henry and Louise are the proud grandparents of 19
grandchildren, had 18 great-grandchildren in the early
1970s and expect to have 21 great-great-grandchildren

who had moved home to Eriksdale, to help her parents)
until her death in 1977.
In the years they lived on the homesteads, Henry
operated a saw mill; hauled lumber to Lundar with oxen;
worked as ablacksmith; broke la¡rd for himself and many

by March 1996.
These busy, hard-working, honest people did what
had to be done, struggling againstunbelievable odds and,
along with many others, formed the very essence of our
country. We owe them much.

others; purchased his first threshing machine in 1915,
continuing to thresh for others right up to 1967. Rose,
too, was a very busy lady; raising four children, a large
garden and regularly cooking large pots of food on a
wood stove; bundling up anywhere from one to four
children, then hitching up a team of horses to haul gas

LOCKWOOD
B¡II
He immigrated to Canada from England. He was

(and food if necessary) to Henry, wherever he happened

a

to be working - 18 miles to the saw mill or six to ten
miles to the threshing machine.
Henry served 22 years as a school trustee at La
Fontaine and as a councillor in Wa¡d four of the RM of
Eriksdale for 15 years. As well as working with the chickens and cleaning eggs, Rose also boarded teachers. Inspector Patterson, Inspector Brown and his wife, Miss
Karaswich, Miss Netweduck and Mr. Lysack are some
of the people who made their home with the Linossiers.
Their children were:
Eva ( 191 1 - 1994) married Tom (Omar) Bazinet in 1932 ;
farmed in the Abbeville area until 1957; moved to Winnipeg; later returning to Ashern, where Allan and

printer and worked for the Winnipeg Free Press. He developed lead poisoning from the print so decided to take
a homestead in Mulvihill. He lived in a small cabin north
east of Torb Christiansen's farm, keeping a few cows,
pigs and one horse. He truly lived off the land. He was a

Lucienne lived. Tom and Evaraised one adopted daugh-

where he passed away.

very interesting man and collected many things. His main

hobby was stamp collecting. He would be seen by the
local merchants in Mulvihill once or twice a year. His
visits were enjoyed, and he served as a baby-sitter. He
was very good with the children.
About 1953 he left his homestead to live withJohn
and Marion Larson, who lived closer to Mulvihill. As his
health failed he went to a care home in Selkirk, MB,

ter, Lucienne, currently living in
Allan Dowsett, son of Stan and Lottie Dowsett $uly 1935
- November 1993). They raised four children: Eva (Mrs.
Bruce Weidman,) Thomas, John and Carol (Mrs. Pat
Gimli, who married
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William & Sarah Houston
Sarah lived and worked on the farm. OnJune 14, 1934

LOGAN/HOUSTON

she married William Houston from Hartfield, son of
Samuel and Elizabeth. Samuel Houston was one of the
homesteaders in the Interlake. He was a mail carrier and
delivered mail from Cowdery's to Cold Springs.
Sarah and Janetta Logan had a love of fairs. They
put in many entries of cooking, jams and crafts in Lunda¡ and Eriksdale and won many prizes.

Robert & Janetta Logan
The Logans came to Eriksdale by train December 31,
1925. They went to stay with Sam and Elizabeth Houston until they would move to their own farm, SW 162I-5W near Deerhorn.
It was Hogamay, a night for celebrating, when they
arrived, known to others as New Year's Eve. The
Logans were invited to the home of William Smith. Sarah
remembers it as a time of singing, with everyone taking
turns and joining in. The houses were to be spotlessly
clean, as it was said if they were not so, the house would
be dirty the rest of the year. Doors were left open to
anyone who wished to come in.
Robert Logan and William Houston were great wood
cutters, and spent the winter cutting and selling wood
in Eriksdale. They supplied the Eriksdale Creamery,
hospital, Alex Smith and others. They employed four
or five men at a time.
They continued to build up the farm yearly.
Robert Logan was a councillor in Briksdale, a mem-

ln

1942 Sarah became secretary of Deerhorn School

and continued for the next 20 years until it closed.
Sarah and Bill's home was the homefor school teachers (12 in all). Some younggirls she remembers are Ca¡ol
Sigurdson, Gladys Longmuir, Florence Westfall, Allison
Watson, Blanche from Hazelridge and Rosalyn Pollard.
One special young man wasJohn Ennswho later became
Judge John Enns in Winnipeg. Sarah has many fond
memories of her neighbors. Elsie and Marcel Henrotte,
Tom and Lylla Ruffles, The Backlunds and Olsons were
also close by in the Deerhorn area.

Bill and Sarah have three children:
Robert, in Nova Scotia is married to Phyllis, an
Acadian gal. They have two sons, Donald and David.
Donald is married to Sharon and they have one son.
Donald works for Nova Scotia Highways and Sharon is
a nurse. David is a fisherman and lives in Yarmouth.
Gordon works for Spectrum Industries and lives in

ber of the Orange Lodge and Masons. He died in 1966.
Janetta Logan came to Canada after her husba¡rd. She
was a great gardener and a wonderful sewer. She was

never happier than when she was among her cats and
hens. She died in 1967.
Sarah, born on September 5, 1910, left Scotland on
July 29, 1923 and came to Dugald, MB. She came in
1926 to Eriksdale at the age of 16. She finished her schooling at Deerhorn. Her teacher was Mr. C. Fines from
Gunton. Mr. Fines left Deerhorn to become principal in
Moosehorn, then retired to BC after years of teaching.
Sa¡ah a¡rd her best friend,Jenny Olson liked to dance.
The girls, in fashion wearing new silk stockings, decided
to walk a distance of one half miles in -40 degrees to

Winnipeg.
Jeanette is a licensed practical nurse and works at St.

Amant Center. She also lives in Winnipeg.
In 1975 Bill and Sarah left the farm and moved to
Briksdale. Bill's health was failing and entered Eriksdale
hospital, then Eriksdale Personal Care Home and passed
away October 1994. They celebrated their 60th wedding

anniversary inJune ofthat year.
Sarah enjoys her home and family. Her family is home
on weekends. Sarah enjoys her flowers. On both sun
decks, she can be seen carrying her two ice-cream pails
full of rain water, her nightly summer routine.
She is a member of the Legion Auxiliary, New Horizons Club and her birthday club.
She celebrated her 85th birthday in September 1995
with a memorable supper and ride on the Riaer Rouge reminding her of her journey to Canada.
She keeps active by being an avid reader of books
and tlre newspaper. Her one soap opera is All My Childrm at I pm. so don't call or visit at that time. If you

Deerhorn School for a dance, danced all night and
walked home again. Sarah believes to this day that contributed to her arthritis.
Sarah remembers seeing a German Zeppelin in WWI
heading for the Steel Works to bomb, also standing outside school waiting to see Queen Mary pass. Sarah's father died in 1918 of the great flu epidemic. Sarah's sister
Gretta, and husband Sam, live in London, England.
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can't get Sarah on the phone, she is probably talking to
Hannah Greig or Edith Lawrence.

LONG

Marion
Marion was bornJuly 10,
1913 to Elma (Wood)
Heroux Dodd in Winnipeg. Marion and her elder
sister Jean, moved out to
Eriksdale from Winnipeg,
with their mother and stepfather Amos Heroux, in 1919. (See Amos Heroux).
Marion remembers going to the Deerhill school with
Jean. Her brother Leonard, remembers the story of the
two little girls being lost in a snow storm. The teacher
seeing the bad weather set in, sent all the students home
early. Marion and Jean lost their directions and were
found just before dark in the swamp. They were waist
deep in snow and very frightened but safe from harm.
They remained on the farm for about a year. In October
1920 they moved to Eriksdale, to a house bothJean and
Marion refer to as mother's house. It is here that their
memories of Eriksdale really begin.
One of the first vivid memories Marion has of living
in Eriksdale is a day that she'll never forget. It was the
day that Malmberg's Hotel burnt down. It was situated
in the same spot as the present day hotel. The building

next to it was Chris Laird's Tea Shop and Confectionery. Only a narrow lane separated the two buildings.
Attempts were made to put out the fire by carrying buckets of water from the pump that stood on the corner of
the hotel, but it was soon engulfed in flames. Everyone
began to save the contents of the Tea and Pool Room
next door. One gentleman reportedlybegan to carry out
a soda tank cylinder of compressed air. It occurred to
him that it was metal and couldn't burn, so he dropped

we girls had to go to our neighbor's, the Almonds. To
get out of our house we had to walk by the poor man. I

it in the lane between the buildings. The cylinder

can still see his insides hanging out, as he lay there moan-

Jean & Maríon (19'15)

be-

I threw up

I

reached the yard. The poor

came extremely hot and exploded, causing it to fly across

ing.

the street like a huge bullet. Unfortunately a man was in

man died a short time later. Mother tells the story in
Lucy's book, MOD, on page 102 (A Tale Of Tlagedy),
Part of it reads as follows: "it happened exactly a year to
the day that we had moved to town. (which would make
it October, 1921) It was a few days later that someone
found the tube for the compressed air a short distance

the building across the street. This mini bomb blew a
hole right through the building and fatally wounded him.
"Our house was the closest, safe building that day and
they carried him into our living room, laying him on our
sofa. I remember being kept in the kitchen and hearing
him moaning, as the doctor worked on him, and then

as soon as

beyond the back lane and a fragment of hip bone near
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by. This solved the mystery of what hit Mr. Adams a¡rd
caused a hole in the north wall of this small shop which
was a Saddlery, Music Store and Shoe Repair. It was
owned by Mr. Sid Holmes who was away harvesting at
the time and had left young Mr. Adams in charge."
Whcn I was almost fìfteen I left Eriksdale to spend
the summer with my grandparents the Woods, who lived

LONGMUIR
Allan & Marie
Mom and Dad arrived in Eriksdale from The Pas, MB
on January 3, 1944, along with their seven children:
Pauline, Gladys, Ralph, Allan, Raymond, Dorothy and
Robert. There was no electricity in the station so the fìrst
thing Dad did was to buy Mom a gas operated washing
machine. The CNR wired the station ayear later. Dad
was station agent from 1944 - 1951. He also worked up
and down the line in St. Laurent, Oak Point and Mulvihill
in the 1930's, boarding with Granny Goodridge who ran

in Ontario. They lived on the Wood property in an area
called Wood Bay on the Severn River. A summer resort,
which consisted of a boathouse and lodge with rooms in
both buildings, for the guests. The lodge was built on
land which had been part of the Wood property for a
very long time. I worked in the dining room and did up

a boarding house in Eriksdale and Sam andJean Lundale
in Mulvihill. Dad went to St. Anne, MB, spending seven
years there, then to Grandview where he retired in 1966.
They moved to Winnipeg and were where until Dad

the rooms. I liked it in Ontario and wanted to stay, which
was fine with my grandparents, Mother was not very

h"ppy to have me away from her, but agreed as long as
I finished my schooling. I ended up going to the same
school in Orillia that my mother had once attended. I
worked my summers at the lodge along with my moth-

passed away

I

found work in Toronto. First in restaurants and then I got a better job at a drug store. This I
did for many years. While in Toronto I met my husband,
Clifford Long. We were married in 1934, the year the
Dionne quintuplets were born. Ten years later he was
tragically killed at work. He worked for Ancoda Brass
Co. making of sheet metal for the building of cars. It was
a very dreadful time! I continued to live in Ontario.
I retired in about 1975 but didn't return to Eriksdale
until 1979. Mother was in need of some help and I wanted
to be there for her. I lived with my brother Lyman and
his wife Pearl for awhile.

1982. Mom moved to Eriksdale

in

1983

Pauline married RobertLundale of Mulvihill and they

er's younger sister Rose, who was only three years older

than L Later

in

and stayed with us'til she moved into the Leisure Lodge
and then into the PCH where she now resides.

now live in Briksdale. (See Bob Lundale).
Gladys married Art Forsyth of Eriksdale. They have
always lived in Eriksdale; they have four children.

I eventually lived in a house set

up by mother, right next to her place.
Marion is happy to have had in her possession the
Eriksdale School register dated l92L-1922. She says when
she read the names of the children listed in the register,
she could picture their faces just as they were at that time,
and this gave her great pleasure. Marion has turned the
school register over to the Eriksdale Museum Archives,
where it will be preserved, so others may enjoy it as well.
Life in Briksdale has been great. I enjoy the company
of many good friends and family here, and keep busy
going to bingo and playing cards. Today I am happy to
be living in the Friendly Villa.

Fíve Generations
Lynne Boss, Nícole Boss, Gladys Forsyth, Maríe
Longmuir (holding Amber Dawn Dreger)
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Ralph married Ann Palny of Quorn, ON. They now
live in Fort Frances, ON. They have one son.
Allan is divorced; he is retired and now lives in the
Friendly Villa in Eriksdale.
Raymond married Gladys Millen of McCreary, MB.
They live in Lumsden, SK. They have four children.
Dorothy married Paul Belodeau of St. Boniface, MB.
They now reside in Neepawa and have four children.
Robert married Patricia O'Neil of St. Stephen's, NS.

Alex andJulia were married in

1941. They started their
family in Lundar were they resided until 1946, when they
moved three miles north of Deerhorn on #6 Highway.
They lived there for two years, then moved to Eriksdale,
behind Art Forsyth's. In 1955 they bought a small farm,
one and a half miles south of Eriksdale. This location
remained as their family home were they continued to

raise their nine children: Fred (Marilyn) and Lymen of

Lundar; Doreen (Darwin) Howard a¡rd children, Shelly
Ann and Dawn Michelle of Calgary, AB;Jean (Hans)
Wiedmar, children: Barb (Dave), Donna, and Randy of
Stony Mountain; Dave of Eriksdale; Rita, children:
Floyd, Bob,Judy and Patrick of Eriksdale; Ken (Susan),
children: Sandy, Nadine and Clinton of Airdrie, AB;

They live in Saskatoon, SK and they have one daughter.

LUCIER/CHARTRAND

Edward (Glenna), Ed's children: Scott, Heather,
Stephanie and Jennifer of Grande Prairie, AB; Roy
(Vida), children: Joanne (Cameron), Nicole, Mandy,
Cody and Ricky of Eriksdale; Bdwin (Jody),Jody's children: Cathy, Shannon (Jeff) and Sara of Interirational
Falls Minn. The family tree also includes seven greatgrandchildren.

The family farm was the site for many family and
friends to gather, share stories and feast upon the good
cooking and bakingJulia had to offer.
Julia passed away in 1991 and Alex now resides in
Steinbach.
a

Roy & Vida Lucier

:

4

.,

Roy is the second youngest of nine children of Alex and
Julia Lucier, born November 24,1953. He received his
education at Eriksdale School and started worhng for
various farmers during this time. In lgTl he went to work
for Ford Drilling at Matlock. After this he started working on power lines; being employed in many provinces.

AIex & Julia Lucier
Alex was born on September 7,1907 to William and
Isabelle Lucier. It is believed that William was from St.
Eustache and Isabelle House was from Montana. Alex
was raised in the Island Lake area, east of Abbeville. In
his late teens, he left to work with his team of horses
doing field work and fishing on Lakes Winnipeg and

Since 1989 he has worked for NWT Power Corp. in
Cambridge Bay, Spence Bay, Pelly Bay and Gjoa Haven. He also finds employnent with other line companies when not in the Territories.
Vida Sweetland is the second youngest of seven children born to Leonard and Bvelyn (Harding) Sweetland
of Helendale (Lundar) area. Born May 15, 1953, she received her education at Helendale School until grade
six then continued at Lundar Collegiate graduating in
1971. She went to Red River Community College for a
one year course, then worked in Winnipeg until 1974.
She started working at Briksdale Hospital and Care
Home in 1982 until present.
Roy and Vida met in 1970 and married in 1974. They

Manitoba around the Amaranth and Neepawa areas. He
also hauled logs to the paper mills in Pine Falls. In 1938
he returned to the Deerhorn/Lunda¡ area. He hayed with
PaulJohnson and Oscar Sigurdson. Alex started working with CN on the railways in 1944 until 1967, when,
due to ill health he was forced to retire.
Julia Chartrand was born on October 20, lg15 to
Pierre-Paul and Marguerite (Monkman) Chartrand of the
Minnewakan area.Julia had spent her earlier years working for farmers, and in her later years devoted her life to
her family. It is probable that she attended the dances at
Helendale School, where she met Alex.
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resided in Winnipeg from 1974 -1977 when they moved
to the Deerhorn area, where they rented until 1981' They

bought a farm, four and a half miles north of Eriksdale.
They have five children:Joanne (born August I4,1974)
married Cameron Godfrey January 22, 1994; Nicole
(born November 28, 1977); Amanda (horn C)ctober 30,
1983); Cody (bornJune 29,1987); Ricky (born November 29, 1988).

Atl the children attend Eriksdale School, with Nicole
graduating in 1995. Vida is actively involved in the parent council. The family is active in 4-H, with Vida as
head leader of the Tiailbusters, as well as leading other
leader of the mechanics project
for three years. The four older children have all been
active in 4-H projects, especially the Light Horse and

projects. Roy has been

a

Pony, which Nicole completed all levels and is now, her-

Bud (Arni), Bob; Noreen, Margaret

self, a leader.

The four younger children compete in local horse
shows and the three younger ones are also involved in

ried (Emma). While in Deerhorn Margaret age nine died
of pneumonia.
In 1911 he moved his family to Mulvihill. This family
included my father Sam, Mundi and three more of the
second family: Sigrun, Theodore, andJacob. Franklin
was born in Mulvihill. The two girls, Runa and Helga,
lived in Winnipeg with friends of the family.

hockey.

Patrick Chartrand
Pat was born onJune 6, 1910, to Pierre-Paul and Marguerite Chartrand of the Minnewakan a¡ea. Pat was an
avid farmer and fisherman. He lived the life of bachelorhood until his untimely death in 1990. He will always be
remembered living in his house on wheels' When the

Arni built ahotel boarding house in Mulvihill and he
also operated the livery. The people from the west (Lake
Manitoba or Fish line) would stop over on their way to
Winnipeg. My grandfather would drive his team west as
a taxi. It was while he was on one of these trips in 1918
that he succumbed to the Great Fl,u. My father and Mundi
were both overseas at this time. When my father came
home after the war he helped out in the hotel and Mundi

crops were in, he would move to the lake shore'til freezeup, then on the ice until spring thaw. The pattern was
repeated every year 'til he sold his farm in 1975 to Marvin
and Sharon Thorgilsson. Then he lived wherever he
parked his home. He was known to dabble in likker and
play the violin. He would then recite the words ofJoe

took over the livery.
Shortly after, Emma my grandmother moved to Winnipeg with her daughter and three boys. She remained
there for a few years and went to Chicago after her two
sons began working there. This second family remained
there and their children are still in the various states.

Barowski and Ed Schreyer.
Pat was well liked wherever he went.

LUNDALE FAMILY
My father Sam Lundale was born at The Narrows in 1894.
He had a twin sister Helga (Sigurdson-Portland, Ore.)
and an older sister Gudrun (RunaErikson-Pebble Beach)
and a brother Gudmunder (Mundi). My grandmother

My dad Sam marriedJean Amos in 1923. They continued in the boarding house for many years, moving
(after the original burned down) to the Sewell house at

Margaret died following the birth of her fifth child,

the south end of town.

Margaret.
Arni Lundale my grandfather, continued to live at The
Narrows until 1902, when due to floods they moved to
the Deerhorn area (the site of Bruce Henrotte's). Here
they stayed until 1911. During this time he had remar-

Mulvihill was a stop off place for travellers before the
railroad went north. These salesmen went by team further north. Mundi had taken over the livery when he
returned from overseas. In 1923-1932 Mundi left for
Chicago. In 1932 he returned and worked for various
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Valerie, Gerríe, Leslie, Laurie, Bryan, Keíth;

*i

&'.a6e

Bob & Paulíne

Jean & Sam Lundale

Robert & Pauline Lundale

farmers in the Vogar area. He bought a farm north of
Mulvihill where he stayed part time, later moved to Winnipeg where he was an active member of theJehovah
Witness community. He moved in with me when he
could no longer look after himself, and later was in the
Ashern Personal Care Home where he died in 1985.
I rccall my father was caretaker of the school and the
station. He went out during summer to work on the el-

Bob was born in Winnipeg to Jean and Sam Lundale
and was raised and went to school in Mulvihill. He was
in the navy, served on the HMCS Meon and was discharged in 1945. I (Pauline Longmuir) came to Eriksdale in 1944 with my parents, Allan and Marie Longmuir,
along with my six brothers and sisters. A short while
after arriving I left for Winnipeg to work, then down
east in St. Catherines, ON in the munitions factory, being there only three months when the war ended. I came

evator gangs. We also boarded the school teacher.

After the Robinson boys left Mulvihill tading my

back to Eriksdale and worked at the Red and White Store

father and mother began working for Migicovsky. They

forJ.L. Whihey, then for Mr. Hallson until I got married. After his discharge, Bob worked at the Eriksdale
Tiading, eventually becoming manager. We were married in the Community Center on Novemb er I5, 1947.

later bought the store and shortly after took over the
Post Office. My mother was active with community organizations: the Legion, School Board, Charter Member of the Red Cross. My father always said of Mulvihill
that there was a laugh everyday. I recall Dad walking
morning and night to Birch Lake to trap muskrats in the
spring, and in the fall it was duck hunting. My father
died in 1966 and my mother in 1977.
Our family consists of four:
Robert (Pauline Longmuir) living in Eriksdale. Six
children (See Robert Lundale).
Arni (Bud) (Bernice) living in Queenston. Five chil-

We have six children:

Bryan was born in the old E.M. Crowe Hospital in
1948. He is married and lives in Coquitlam, BC with his

wife Corrinne.
Valerie, who was also born in the old hospital in 1951,
is also married and lives in Edmonton with her husband

Bob Ritter and their three daughtersJennifer, Stephanie
and Elizabeth.
Gerrie was born in Swift Current, SK in 1954 where
we moved in 1952 after the Eriksdale tading burned to

dren.

the ground in 1950 and there was no work. We lived
there for six years. Gerrie now lives in Winnipeg.
Keith was also born in Swift Current, SK in 1957. He
is married and he and his wife Debbie have two children, Krystin and Kyle.
Laurie was born in 1958 in Camrose, AB where we

Margaret (Art Dowsett) living in Eriksdale. Three children (See Art Dowsett).

Noreen (Bill) living in Winnipeg. Six children and
three step children.

moved to from Swift Current, SK. Laurie
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is

now divorced

and lives in Fort Frances, ON. She has two daughters,
Michelle who works and lives in Winnipeg and Lindsay
at home.
Leslie was born in Fdmonton in 1961 where we moved
to from Camrose, AB and lived there for eleven years.
She now lives in Calgary.
We came back to Eriksdale in 1970 where we purchased Bill Goodridge's store. We only had the four
youngest children with us as the two eldest were on their
own. In 1973 we, along withJohn Blandford, purchased
J.L Whitney's store. A year later the partnership was dis-

she was used to more forests and lakes. I remember she

told me she did not like high bush cranberries. She was
used to lingonberries. It must have been a real heartbreak to leave your kin folk behind not knowing if you
were ever going to see them again. Mother said her parents did not live too long a^fter they left.
My mother ¿rnd dad were true Christians. All of us
were baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith. When
Dad was settled, he taught Sunday School to all the immigrant children who wanted to hear God's Word.
One thing I remember as a little girl is Mrs. Mabel
Prest's little Sunday School. That was a United Church
Sunday School. We had one and a half miles to go and
we were very small. She would give us ca¡ds with biblical stories and flower baskets, and a treat of cookies before we left for home. Mrs. Prest was a great friend of
Mother's. When they moved back to Niagara Falls, she
would write to Mother and say she could still see her
coming across the field to visit her.
My dad and Arthur Prest were school trustees for a
number of years at Nord School. At that time the teacher
was Lucy Slaughter. She had the greatest Christmas concerts. When there was a bad blizzard Dad would come

solved and we continued on our own until we retired
and our son Keith and his wife Debbie took over the
store

in

1989.

LUNDOUIST
Per Anton & Martha
My parents came to the Eriksdale district of Manitoba in
1906 from Sweden. My dad Per Anton Lundquist, origi-

nated from Vasterbotten and my mother Martha
Goranson, fromJamtland. They were married in 1895.

and pick us up with horses and sleighs. She would ask
him to come in and listen to us practice. Dad would clap
his hands and enjoy it. She was one of my first teachers.
My father taught us to read and write Swedish. He
knew we were going to learn English well, but he did
not want us to forget our own language. Therefore, I can

Out of that wedlock they had fìve children in Sweden
and three more here in Canada. I was the youngest in
the family.

speak, read, and write Swedish.

I received my public school education at Nord School.
We had some excellent teachers. I passed into grade nine
with honours and continued on to St.James Collegiate
to grade ten. I enjoyed school so muchbutunfortunately
my parents could not afford my board and room. Crops
failed, and later The Depression hit. Those were the circumstances and I realized I needed to find work. I worked
at Child's Restaurant and Ma:<well House as a waitress

Then I met my husband and we got married. We
raised four children; three daughters and one son. IJnfortunately,I lost one daughter at an early age. Thatwas
the biggest heartbreak in my life.
Our children have done exceedingly well. Elaine
graduated from the School of Nursing. She was the
Valedictorian on graduation night. Gayle had diplomas
in typing. She had no trouble finding work. Our son
Glenn had diplomas in mechanics. He was promoted to
foreman and from a foreman to executive. He has his

Gustaf, Lena, Gunnar, George, Mother, Father;
Gera, Clara

My parents had a very bad storm coming over the
Atlantic. The captain said, "You are going to feel the sea
tonight." One sailor was swept overboard. It was a terrible time for them and when they got to Halifax it was a
very cold, windy day in March. They were not used to
such winds in Sweden. Mother was disappointed because
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own offices a¡rd drives the company car. They a¡e all
married and are raising families of their own now.
All I want to say, to end this story, is how thankful I

up north on the hay rack,

with the team of horses.
Mom, my three brothers
and I were to travel by
train to St. Martin and be
met there with horses,
when everything was in

am, having had such good parents. What you learn as a

child stays with you for the rest of your life.

LUNDSTROM FAMILY

place.

My parents came to Canada from Norrbotten, Sweden,
in 1912. Their homestead was in the Pineview PO, Clydebank School district. Tolanders farmed across t}re road
allowance. Johnsons were on the right side and
Macleods on the left up the hill. NE 19-21-6W.
I had five brothers and four sisters, so we always had
lots of family around. Going outin those days was a big
event. I remember going to picnics with my oldest sister
and her boyfriend in the horse drawn democrat (b"Sgy).
My other sister's boyfriend had a really fancy high top
btggy, all black and shiny. There was always a trip to
Long Point beach where Dad tried to teach us how to
float in Lake Manitoba.
I was small for my age and since it was a two mile
walk to Clydebank School I was invited by the Whittal
family to start my education in Winnipeg. My English
was limited when I started school. Lots of the kids
laughed at me when I spoke of Mama and Papa with a
real Swedish rhythm. I will always remember the special care given me by the whole Whittal family (Peter
and Bdith). Peter Whittal was Mr. Fix-it of TV fame.

We were

sitting

the map of Manitoba
spread out. We were all
looking at where we were

going to move to. Suddenly there was an eerie
light, and a roaring noise.

Next thing we knew the
storm struck. The windows

were open upstairs. The
wind was so strong it lifted
the roof right off the house

and carried it into the oat

field.Thehailstonesrolled Edith Lundstrom (l g29l
down the stairwell like a
raging water fall! The lean-to-bedroom roof was intact,
but there was a split in the wall where the other roof and
gable end had separated. My dad grabbed a quilt to plug
the hole. There was such force from the hail stones, his
face and arms were bleeding. We all took shelter in the

My first teacher at Clydebank was Bdith Webster (Mrs.
David Lawrence). I also remember a Miss English and
Miss Craig.
When I was in the fourth grade our family decided to
move north with the cattle and try to survive the drought

bedroom and waited. I guess I was too young to be too
scared. I felt safe with Dad and Mom in control. This
storm in my calculation took place in 1931.
Soon the storm passed. We went out to check the damage. Our belongings from upstairs were scattered all over

and depression. My brothers and my older sisters made
iÌri arrangement to lease hay land and make hay inJuly
and August. Then in the fall, they drove the cattle up the

the yard and field - wet and dirty. Mom's spinning wheel
was standing straight up in the corner of the bedroom.
Somehow the storm missed it! Everything else had been
pushed around or blown right out of the bedrooms.

Fairford Tiail andJack Pine Ridge all the way up past
Homebrook to the north end of Lake Manitoba, There
they built two log houses and a large barn from poplar
trees. The roofs were poles and sods. Very

all

around the kitchen table;

We went to check on the chickens and turkeys. Most
were dead and some almost. It was all too much. I can't

cozy,lmight

remember everything. Both Mom and Dad were crying
as they gathered up the dead birds. I don't know how
we slept that night. I know Mom and Dad didn't.

add.

With this underway my dad came back to Pineview
to make final arrangements, and help Mom get packed
to move. We had a lot of hrrkeys, chickens and a good
crop of oats in the field by the house. We planned to

Next day the neighbors came over to see how we made

out. None of them as I remember, had been hit by the
storm.
We were all very busy trying to salvage all we could.
Mom washed and scrubbed for days. All the garden was

keep some hens for eggs and butcher the rest for eating.

Dad planned to take the rest of the furniture, etc. back
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beaten into the ground. The oat field was mush and we
needed a roof on the main part of the house. We were

the spinning mandrel he grabbed it with his right hand.
The force of the turning iron mandrel caused the wet

not ready to leave for the north yet.
I don't know how my parents managed this feat. To
me things seemed to be back to normal almost right away.
Only now do I realize how devastating it all must have
been. It seemed moving north meant safety and security, and maÈe it was! We became a very close family.

mitt to stick. Jim looked out the window just then saw
what had happened. Charlie's arm was separated at the
elbow and with flesh torn off above. Because Jim had
some knowlcdgc of first aid from serving in WWI, he
knew how to apply a tourniquet to his arm to stop the
bleeding and saved Cha¡lie's life. Can you imagine the
ride to Eriksdale hospital with a team of horses. It must

Bven though we didn't have many material possessions,
we had each other. We enjoyecl apeacefrrl trust and were

be

miles or more.
Charlie spent most of that winter in Briksdale Hospital with Dr. Pozer looking after his medical needs. The
whole community set up a trust fund for Charlie. A won-

at one with each other.

There was baseball, homemade balls and bats, and
football (the pigs bladder in a leather case). Dad made
skis. We found skates. But most of all we enjoyed swimming in the summer. We learned to float and to swim.
We sailed the boat. We caught fìsh. We picked lots of
berries and had a wonderful garden.
I was 19 when we moved out to Steep Rock Sandy
Beach. I spent ten years in the bush' They were ten good
years! My formal education suffered, but when they offered the GED exams, I wrote and earned my grade 12

14

and Eriksdale. I'm happy you are all still part of my life.

derful gesture!
There were many anxious days for the family. How
was he going to cope with only one arm? Charlie never
let this stop him. Once he recovered from the shock he
found ways to get things done. No task was too complicated. He found ways to coPe.
He could roll a cigarette, tie his own shoe laces and
neck tie. He found it hard to butter his bread on a slippery plate or table. He had to roll his shirt sleeve up
before he put it on. He did many jobs in his day, some
better than anyone with two arms and hands. He milked
cows, ranched cattle, and did commercial ice fìshing. The
fish just seemed to jump out of the nets. He had a way

LUNDSTROM
Karl

with that. He raised mink at Steep Rock. He even went
off to Prince Rupert to do salmon fishing one summer
when the war was on. He made good money at it.
After Charlie married Marion Retti, they bought the
store at Lake Francis. They were there, I think, for fìve

It must have been an early Baster break from school or
maÈe in those days, when it got very cold, they would
close Clydebank School down for a while in the winter'
(This was the winter I was staying in Winnipeg at
Whittal's going to school). Anyway, Karl (Charlie) was
spending time at our older sister's, Nana Maclennan'
They lived on the Maclennan homestead at Macross.
Cha¡lie was a busy eight year old, always on the go.
All us younger kids liked to spend time with Nana'Jim
and Donald always gave us special treatrnent - AII the

or six years.
Cha¡lie fell in love with Prince Rupert and he always
wanted to go back. When the price was right, they sold
the store and moved out there.
After a few months of renovating homes, he got a
job with an airline from Rupert to Ketchecan, Alaska.
He was their agent and loved the life. They raised two
children; Bryon and Karen. Due to the dampness up
there Charlie's axm bothered him. So they moved down
to Penticton and then later to Vancouver where he sold

fun jobs.

real estate.

diploma.

have celebrated a special Clydebank night in 1988
and enjoyed meeting my old classmates and neighbors.
I feel a special bonding with all the folks at Clydebank

I

Charlie always said, "I've got a good life, and I've
been richly blessed." He was a good guy. I'm proud to

This day they were sawing wood with the belt-driven
saw from a stationary engine. It was very frosty out.
Charlie had been playing at the pump and his mitts
and sleeves were wet.
Nana called the men in for coffee. They shut the
engine off and went into the house. As Charlie passed

be his sister.

540

t
I

LYONS

ta
t',

Elizabeth
;

Elizabeth Lyons was born

:

January 4, 1902 in Glasgow, Scotland. She married Edward Lyons and
they had two daughters,
She became a widow in
1935 and was

left

to raise

their two small daughters,

Ann andJoyce.
In 1948 two years after
Edward Lyons
her daughter Ann emigrated to Canada as a
young war bride, she and 12 year old Joyce, also came
to Canada to live with Ann and her husband Jim
Weatherburn. (See Ann Zasitko).Joyce went to school
in Clydebank and Elizabeth, known as Mrs. Lyons to
most, worked in the Eriksdale Hospital laundry; a job
she held for 18 years.
Joyce Kolach, Anne Zasítko, Elizabeth Lyons
when they returned." In MOD, p. 115, Leah Rogers
Archibald writes, "The second person I met at the nurses'
residence was Mrs. Lyons who had ready for me the first
of many cups o' tea we shared together. Beyond her duties in the lau, 1ry room, her friendly, motherly nature
made the residence a home for many lonely nurses and
other staff workers who came and went over the years.
She even had her own special way of persuading them
to wash up the dishes after their snacks, and leave the
kitchenette tidy." She relired and moved to Winnipeg.

joined the Cem Ken ol Choir and really enjoyed it.
She also joined the Sons of Scotland. "How she enjoyed
her meetings and teas. She went with the choir to CalShe

gary and Edmonton and even appeared on television at
Christmas one year."

Elizabeth, Joyce & Anne Lyons

In 1981, unable to get around in Winnipeg, Mother
returned to the Friendly Villa in Eriksdale. Later, when
she could no longer do things for herself, she moved to
the Chronic Care Wing. She was really very alert until

Mrs. Lyons was a member of the United Church and
the Hospital Guild. "Mother was a great shopper", recalls her daughter Ann. "She was very huppy to go to
Winnipeg and buy gifts for any members of the guild,
hospital or nursing staff who might be moving away or
getting married. She did enjoy her work at the hospital

she passed awayJanuary 3, 1990 at 87 years, the day
before her BSth birthday. "I do believe the accident of
Kim and her family (see Ann Zasitko) took a good bit
out of her. I really thought I would have some time left
with her after I moved back to Briksdale, but itjust didn't
happen."Mrs. Lyons is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

and she mothered the girls, in fact lots called her mother.
guess she kept tabs on them. When she retired many

I

kept in touch with her by writing or visiting with her
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MacLENNAN
Joseph & Mary

mail from Mr. Dougherty (Brunt's Store). Many people
would remember their Lakeland home as it was a stopping place for travellers going north to Vogar, Ashern
and Gypsumville. The travellers would have two meals,
bed for the night, and their horses sheltered and fed for

Joseph (18a5-192a)was born in the NWT, Canada. He
lived at St. Paul's, MB where he was widowed twice before marrying Mary Wilst;n, the daughter of Mary and
Daniel Wilson of Poplar Poinl MB. He moved his family to Eriksdale in 1903 and settled on NW 6-22-7W.They
had three daughters and four sons, one ofwhich died as

50 cents.

In

1919 his health failed and he h¡rned his hor¡restead

over to his wife Ellen Annie.In 1924 Ellen transferred
the place to Archie Malcolm. In 1926 Tom left Scotch
Bay and he died in 1929.
Tom and Ellen had 5 children: Nora, Maggie, Ellen,
Donald and Fred. Donald married Polly Penny of Scotch
Bay in 1920. They lived there for a couple of years and
then moved to Cold Springs. Donald became a mail carrier for over thirty years west of Lundar.(See W to W,

an infant. They moved to St. Mark's, MB in 1880 after
the death of her father.
Lavina was born on May 26, l88l and ma¡ried George
Sturgess February 27, 1899. They later moved to Eriksdale. Lavina ma¡ried Thomas Curtis after George's death.

James settled on SW 6-22:7W. He served with the
overseas expeditionary force during WWI and he was
wounded while in France. He farmed at Eriksdale until

page 563) They had twelve children. The seventh child
is DonaldJunior who lives just south of Eriksdale and is

his death in 1941.
Colin settled on NB 6-224W. He also served with the
overseas expeditionary force during

1902 they acquired the Scotch Bay PO and hauled

a grader maintainer

WWI in France,

for the Department of Highways.

Archie & Marion Malcolm

where he was killed.
Janet marriedJoseph Chartrand and lived at Macross
until her death in 1929 from tuberculosis.
Margaret married Malcolm Blue and her daughter
May Havard, sons, Arnold, and Robert still live at Eriks-

Archie was born in Metttice, PQon December 5, 1884.
ln W to f/it states, Archie Mabolm was fite years old' when

in

He acquired SE 28-21-7
before 1908. (This land is now owned by Norman Lee).
On October 6, 1909 he married Marion Patterson
(Step-daughter of Charles Edmond Brault). It is written
that she was the steþ-daughter of Mn Brough the þostmaster
of Minnewakan in the Lundar book.
October 1919 he began hauling mail to Scotch Bay
and continued until the end of March 1948. In the late
1920s he became postmaster and continued until March
1948, at which time he came to Winnipeg to reside with
he came to Scotch Bay,

dale. (See Blue Family).
Donald married NannaLundstrom and lived atEriksdale until his death in 1978.

MALCOLM FAMILY
Thomas Malcolm

1890.

Thomas Malcolm was born in Nova Scotia in about 1857.

his wife.

In the 1870's he married Margaret Blue, a sister toJohn
Blue Senior from Scotch Bay. In 1877 he began his ca-

ln MOD Esther Watson, a neighbor friend of the
Malcolms wrote a story called The Scotch Bay Mailman

reer as a railroader.
Thomas and Margaret had three sons: ThomasJunior, Archie (See Archie and Marion Malcolm) and
Charlie (See Duncan and Elizabeth Malcolm).
By the 1880's the family had worked their way up to
Rat Portage, ON. which later became known as Kenora.
It was while they were here that his first wife died.
In the 1890's Tom Malcolm, his second wife, Ellen

and Hís Famiþ. Following are some highlights which give
an inside look at this family and the life they led. It describes the post office routine which will be retold under

Post Offices in this book.
She goes on to tell of the family and how they reared
eleven children in a house that was always spotless. All

the children were born at home with only the help of
neighboring women. She recalls how they enjoyed playing cards and dancing. She states that the year Myrtle
(1913) was born they had gone to seventeen dances'
After retirement in 1948 Minnie and Archie moved
to Winnipeg, and the district was saddened to see these

Annie, and his three sons moved to Scotch Bay. (Thomas
Jr. died shortly after they came to Scotch Bay).
They lived on SW 28-21-7W (patent onJuly 25, 1899,
date of registry May 26, 19l l).
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good neighbors, good friends, volunteer workers and

He was school trustee for Scotch Bay from about lgl4 to
1918. In 1913 he purchased the first steam tractor in the

community minded people leave. Archie's slogan was Zåa
King's mail must go througlt, and it always did regardless of

Scotch Bay area and broke considerable land for

the road or weather conditions. At their goin g-away party,

neighbors and himself.
In 1916 Charlie married Elizabeth K (Lizzie) Miller of
Scotch Bay. They had nine children.
The family left the farm in 1919 and lived in Briksdale
for about ten years. They lived on the lot next to the St.
Eric's Catholic Church and Reg Anderson's.
Charlie andLizzie spent their remaining years in Lun-

Will Watson made the statement that if Archie was asked
to go a mile, he would go two.
Marion (Minnie) Malcolm died in Winnipeg on March
26, 1953, and Archie Malcolm died in Winnipeg May
25, 1953.

The eleven children of Archie and Marion Malcolm:
Elsie was born on August 3, 1910, and married Haldur
Erickson. They lived in Vancouver, BC. They had two

dar.

The children of Charlie andLizzie Malcolm:
Thomas, born in 1917 (deceasedJune lg74), married
Margaret Lamb of Clydebank. (SeeJohn Lamb). They had
two children, Maureen andJerry.

children. Elsie died in 1995.
Isabella (Bella) was born on April 7, Lgl2, and marriedJack Oswald from Winnipeg. They lived in Winnipeg and had two children: Gail (Grant), the co-writer of
this story and a son Dale. Isabella diedJune 22,Ig8g (77

Myrtle was born on September 7, 1913. She married
Herb Watson of Scotch Bay. (See Herb and Myrtle

Kenneth, born in 1918 (deceased March l98l) married Margaret Eirickson and they had three children;
Cindy, Wayne and Corey.
Clarence, born in lg2l (deceased November lgg3)
married Ina Lamb and had three children; Beverly, Barry

Watson).

and Bruce.

years).

Pea¡l was born onJanuary 10, 1915. She married Elmer

Evelyn died at three years old and is buried in the
Eriksdale Cemetery.
Allan (Bill) born in 1925, married Nora from BC. They
had tr,r¡o children, Carol and Kim.
Irene, born in 1927, married Edward McCarthy and
they had two children, Marlene and Wayne.
Etta, born in 1929, married Edwin (Eddy) Lindell. They

Cook of BC,
Thomas was born on September 15, 1g16. Deceased.
Gladys was born onJuly 26, 1918 and ma¡ried August
Davidson.
Paul was born onJuly 6, 1920, and married Carma¡r
Gregoire. 'Ihey lived in Macross where Victor and Babe
Sturgess lived. Brian Kauppila owns this farm now. Paul
died inJanuary of L992.
Francis was born on April 19, 1923. She is ma¡ried
and lives in Ontario.

had five sons: Terry, Kenneth, Leslie, Reid and
Dwight.(See Edwin and Etta Lindell).
Helen, born in 1931 (deceased December 1992) married Norman Howardson. They had seven children:
Raynard, Darrel, Arlene, Brent, Scott, Kevin and Bradly.
Edna, born in 1936, married Stan Burdett from Lundar and have two children, Tännis and Marc.

Lorne was born on February l, 1926. He married
Marie, an English war bride, and they live in Winnipeg.
Marian was born onJanuary 18,1927 and is deceased.
Jean was born on November 17, 1931. She married
Barnie Tholakson from Winnipeg. They now live in Edmonton and have two children, Marlene and Bruce.

MALCOLM
Donald & Lara

Duncan & Elizabeth Malcolm
Duncan David (Charlie) was the third son born to Thomas

Donald was born May 27,1930 in the cold Springs area
west of Lundar, to Donald Sr. and Mary (Posly), nee
Penny, who were both originally from Scotch Bay.
The middle son of twelve children, nine girls and three
boys, Don attended Swa¡r Creek School, helped on the
family farm, and also helped deliver mail to Minnewalan
as his father had the contract for this, first with horses,

Malcolm (See Thomas Malcolm). He was born before
1890.

Note: Thè following notes are taken from Charlie and
Lizzie Malcolm page 5 62 of W to W and updated by family members

Cha¡lie lived on NW 28-21-7W for about a year then
moved to SW 28-21-7W; his father's homestead in 1917.

then by car.
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On leaving the fa¡m Don spent several winters fishing
on Great Slave Lake with his eldest brother Howard, who
had returned from the war by then. Summers were spent
mainly on road construction, beginning with Sigfusson's

MALPAS FAMILY
Arthur & AIice Malpas

T}ansportation.
In 1954 Don marricd LaraThorgrimson (born August
8, 1937) in Lundar. Lara was the oldest of five daughters
of Heimir and Laufey, nee Lindal. After Heimir's return
from five years overseas in the war, the family moved to

Arthur Edward Malpas. born July 23, 1872, near
Chepstow, Monmouthshire, South Wales, Great Britain.
InJune 1888 he arrived in Halifax, NS aboard the SS
Lake Manitoba arid continued the journey to Winnipeg,

MB by CNR. He found employment at once with

Winnipeg where he worked for the Department of Veterans Affairs, then for the Manitoba Department ofJustice.
During the harsh winter of 1955-1956 Don was sent
from Elm Creek driving a grader cross country to help
Forsyth open the Municipal roads of Eriksdale, be-

a

farmer, Mr. William (Billy) Goodridge of Headingley. He
worked on various farms in the area for some fifteen years
and then acquired land of his own.
In 1910 he sold his property and returned to Britain
and married AliceJane Pope. In 1912 a daughter was born

Jim

cause of the tremendous amount of snow that year.
I came by bus and we stayed a while at Nellie Mills'

(Bessie). When she reached the age

ofll/2

years the fam-

ily of three came to Canada to Eriksdale by rail from

boarding house, where we were treated to her great hos-

Winnipeg and settled in the Eastland School district #1658,
7 l/2 miles east of Briksdale. Another daughter, Florence
was born in Winnipeg in 1914. I, Frank was born in I9l7

pitality.

Don continued on construction for many years with
BACM of Winnipeg, working on the floodway,

we remained until coming to Briksdale inJuly 1978, trans-

in the Grace Hospital in WinniPeg.
Arthur(now known as Ted) moved to his homestead,
location SB 9-22-4W. The year was l9l3' An old friend,

ferring with the Manitoba Department of Highways as
grader operator. Don retired in May 1995 after 19 years,
in Thompson and Eriksdale, with the Highways.
We have four children:
Blaine, bornJuly 20, 1957 in Winnipeg. Employed
since 1976 with Manitoba Hydro; works at Laurie River

Billy Goodridge, was settled nearbyhaving arrived in l9l0'
Several other people from Oak Bluff were in the area.
These were George Douglas and family, Percy Lindsay
(bachelor),2 Stevenson brothers, Tom and Bernard (bachelors) andJim Hammond (bachelor). Ted was acquainted
with them all some twenty years before, so he settled

Generating Station; has one daughter, born April 11, 1989

among old friends.

Shellmouth Dam proj ect, highway and transmission work.
In 1970 we moved from Winnipeg to Thompson where

Life on the Homestead
My memories of the homestead go back to about 1923.
The first memory is of my dad and his team of oxen,
Dick and Tinker, a pair of huge Holsteins. I can recall
sitting up on the wagon seat with my dad giving instructions to me on how to steer that stubborn pair! They were

of Thompson.

Employed
John, born October 15, 1959 in Winnipeg'
since 1981 with Manitoba Hydro Eastern Region. Married Diane Mcleod, of Lundar in 1985. Have two children, Tegan, born February 15, 1988 a¡rd Donald, born
May 24,1989. They reside near Lundar.

kept for several years and I know Dad was sorry to see
them go. At that time horses were the thing to own.
There was some la¡rd broken on our place by Dad
and his oxen and some by gas tractor. A bit of grain was
grown in those years. Most of the hay required for the

Tienton, born April 27, 1962 in Winnipeg, attended
Lundar Collegiate. Now resides in Winnipeg.
Lana, bornJuly 1, 1971 in Thompson. Attended Eriksdale and Lundar Schools, graduating in 1989. Married in
July 1995, to Darral Graham, who is employed with Grey

livestock was of the wild variety and not too nourishing.
A few cows were kept to milk and the creaûl was sold at
the Briksdale Creamery. Chickens and pigs were raised

Goose Bus Lines; they have one daughter, Leila, born

May 6, 1994.

as

well.

A couple of acres were used for growing potatoes and
garden produce which was hauled with horses and wagon
to town and sold. Some produce was sold to neighbors.
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In summer months, native people from the local reserVe

took up the offer and did reap some benefits. However,
1939 brought the beginning of WWII. In a year or two
there was work for everybody. Some Back to the Landers
returned to their occupation, others joined the army. So
ended the experiment. None of these folks returned to
our district.

would be seen around our farm in search ofSeneca root.
They would often appear at the house asking to buy vegetables. They were good customers.
At this time we had fairly close neighbors, three families within a mile. Our community was populated mostly
by people from the British Isles, the exception being one

The dry years of the thirties came to an end and the
early forties brought ample moisture. The early fifties
brought too much rain and roads washed out and small
lakes overflowed. We have experienced drought and
floods, and in the dry years, fires out of control. In the
horse and brrggy days we were plagued with an outbreak
of sleeping sickness in the horse population which de-

French family. We would come in contact with our
neighbors mostly at church on Sundays or at any event
held in the school.
There was quite a large Agriculture Fair held in Eriksdale for a number of years. I am unable to provide exact
dates but it was discontinued 45-50 years ago. I don't
recall any building bees held in our area but neighbors
did help each other at some jobs such as butchering,
wood sawing and harvesting.

stroyed many horses.

The livestock farmers had problems too, Serious
health problems, bangs disease and tuberculosis in cattle. Many had to be destroyed.
In the more recent years (late seventy's), our area was
invaded by hordes of Forest Tent Caterpillnrs, a small, hairy

Problems Faced by the Homesteaders

Reliable supply of water. A government well driller did
appear in the district and drilled three or four wells. Many
had to depend on hand dug wells which were not reliable. Some people used pond water, (okay in wet years).
It was a problem for many especially during the dry and
dusty thirties.
Severe summer frost was a problem. The settlers from
the Oak Bluff area were accustomed to growing corn for
livestock. They tried it here butJune frost cut it down so
it was abandoned. Corn is now grown with considerable
success. The climate has changed!
Much of the land in this area is polluted with stones.
To farm it with horsepower was a most difficult task.
In the year 1913, most of the quarter sections in the
area were occupied. By 1915, a large number of homesteaders had abandoned the homesteads. WWI had broken out. Many homesteaders went into the army and
some lost their lives there so their land was lost as well.
In the mid thirties, a few new faces appeared in the
municipality. They were the Back to the Landers These
people, because of the severe depression were without
work. The government sponsored the idea of back to
the land, The unemployed were offered the chance to
occupy farm homes which had been abandoned around
1915. These

worm about 1 1/2 inches in length. They remained for
four years. Each year they stripped the poplar trees of
their foliage. On the fourth year all the affected trees
died. This certainly changed the appearance of the countryside!

â

Frank & Essie Malpas
I now turn back to the year 1941. InJune of that year I
went into the army. I served four and a half years. One
year training in Canada, three and one half years overseas, in Great Britain to North West Europe, from the
beach at Normandy and on over the border of Germany
at which time the war ended. I was discharged inJanuary 1946.

homes were still liveable and the people were

provided with some assistance, perhaps a team of horses,
some basic machinery and some livestock. The idea was
that these people might become self-supporting to the

extent of having home-grown produce, dairy and garden, rather than having to depend entirely on relief (welfare) in the city. Those who came from a farm background
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bornJune 1884. William and Florence were ma¡ried on
March 21, 1906 in Winnipeg, moved to the Oatfield districÇ NB 23-22:7W, in 1910 and then to the Tianscona
area in 1929. After Florence died on December 25, 1934,

William spent a few years with his family in Tianscona
and then settled in the Macross district' In his retirement
years he lived with his daughter Edith, in Winnipeg's
Cha¡leswood area. His final ye¿rs were spent with his
son Bill, and daughter-in-law Chris, in Kenora, ON.
William and Florence had two sons and two daughters.
William Herbert Mason, born February 3, 1907 - died
1977. Married April 1929 to Christine Lawson. They resided in Transcona until 1938 when they moved to Oak
Point to farm. In 1951 they moved with their four sons to
Kenora, ON. Although the nextgeneration continues to
live in that area, Bill and Chris eventually returned to
live in Winnipeg, where Chris continues to live. They
had four sons: Robert, Arthur, Herbert and Victor.
WesleyJames Mason, born Ma¡ch 6 (year unknown)
- died March 9,1944. Ma¡ried November 1931 to Nellie
May Sturgess, who was bornJanuary L7 ,1909, diedJune
5, 1984. They were married in Winnipeg and resided
briefly in Thanscona before settling in the Macross district. In October 1943 the family moved to the Oatfield
area, where Wes accidentally died. Nellie raised their
family alone on the farm. As the family grew and moved
to Winnipeg, Nellie and the two youngest children also
moved into the city in 1956. Nellie found work at Eaton's,
and worked at the department store until her retirement.
Wes and Nellie had five sons and two daughters.
GeorgeJames Henry, born November 4, 1932. MarriedJune 1955 to Ruth Makus. They were divorced. Their
children are; Patricia, Susan andJames William.
Colin Wesley, bornJanuary 21,1934. Married May
1956 toJoan Halberg. They were divorced. Children are;
Rhonda Lynn, Thomas Colin and Ronald Wesley.
Bvelyn May, bornJune 21, 1936. Ma¡ried September
1954 to Alex Christie of Mulvihill. They divorced. Their
children are: Helen May, Becþ Marie, Allan Thomas,
Donald Arthur and Judith Hope. Second marriage to

25th AnniversarY
Sheldon, Brian, David;
Baldur, Darlene, Maisie, Corrine,Cheryl' Dorís, Art;
Arthur, Frank & Essre MalPas
The next couple of years I spent at home. Mother's
health had failed and she passed away inJanuary 1948
at sister Florence's home in St. Vitat and is buried in Old
St.

James Cemetery, Winnipeg.

I remained with my Dad until

1962.

At this time his

eyesight had failed and sister Florence took him to her

home in St. Vital and cared for him until his death in
October 1965, age 95 l/2 years. He was buried in the
Eriksdale Cemetery.
On November2, 1963, Essie Seymour (of Clydebank)
and I were ma¡ried in Eriksdale United Church by Rev.
Jim Scott. Bssie had been working in the Briksdale Hos-

pital and also in the Eriksdale Hotel for some time and
she continued to do so until retirement.
Over the years I had been self-employed, doing carpenter work and also had a school bus driver contract
for some twenty-odd years.
Bssie and I a¡e well past our three score years and
ten. We have lived in Briksdale thirty years. In that time
we have been involved in the Royal Canadian Legion,
the United Church, the New Horizons (Seniors club),
the Community Centre, the Eriksdale Museum.
My sister, Bessie Wagnerhas lived inWestHawkLake

and Kenora, ON, some 50 years. Sister Florence
Hepburn has lived in St. Vital some 46 years. Both are

Richard Brown.
Marlow Goodwin, born 1938. Died at fìve months of

widowed. Stewart Hepburn lost his life in the war.

age.

MASON FAMILY

Kenneth Donald, born October 13, 1939. Married
November 1960 to Dianne Robertson. Their children

William & Florence Mason

are; Randall Duane and Richard Dean.
Thelma Ann, born Septembet 24,1941. She was married inJune 1958 to Reginald Gray. Children are; Teresa

William Henry Mason, born May 24, 1881 - died 1966.
Married March 1906 to Florence May Ridley, who was
5+6

Ann and Karen Lynn.
Leonard, born May 16,1944. Married May 1964 to
Sharon Robertson. Their children are; Tännis LeAnne
and Shane Victor Leonard.
Edith May Mason, born January 3, 1910, Married
September 1939 to Arthur Caughey (deceased 1965),
married in 1968 to Wesley Scott (deceased). Edith married Arthur before WWII. They chose to live in
Cha¡leswood. They raised one daughter (Art's from a
previous marriage) and had five grandchildren. After
Art's death, Edith married an old friend, Wesley Scott.
They made their home in East Kildonan. After Wes
passed away, Edith sold their home and ended her days
living with her granddaughter, Blanche.
Myrtle Florence Mason, born December 6, 1917, died
December 16, 1994. Married Henry Stewart, divorced;
had four children. They lived in Transcona. After her
divorce, she married Morris Hogan and for many years
they ran a convalescent home in the Fort Rouge area of

girl and boy.
So time goes on! We need both hands to count our

Winnipeg.

great - grandchildren now!

army for one year. The two boys and I stayed with Norman's mom and dad.

In the spring of 1943 we bought a quarter section of
land on Dog Lake. We also leased land around a small
house and a small but very dirty barn. Anyway, we had
our dream started.
We had two more boys and when the youngest boy
was seven years old our girl joined the family. Things
went well for us. The boys went to the elementary school
in Pebble Beach. Then we boarded the older ones out
for high school. Then the school had buses to take grades
9-12 to school. Norman took the job of driving the bus
so we sent Beverly to Eriksdale Elementary.

The boys wanted to leave home to go to work. We
decided to sell the farm and move to Campbell River.
Bev was in grade ten at the time. She married when she
finished school. They have two grown up children - a

Arthur & Bertha Mason
In 1863 HenryJ.

Mason came west to Manitoba from
Hamilton, ON to serve in the 1885 North West Rebellion. His son Arthur Mason who later became a home-

steader at Oatfield was born

in 1885. In

1893

Bertha Louise Smith was born in Manchester, England.
She arrived in Winnipeg in 1910 and soon met Arthur.

As a young man Arthur successfully operated three
horse drawn vehicles for a dray company in Winnipeg.
However between 1909 and 1911 when the economy
was slow and Arthur didn't agree with the change to
motor vehicles, he chose to go out on a homestead. As
Bertha had become his bride on December 24, 1912,
together they left Winnipeg to start a new life in lgl3.

Norman & Annie Mason
Norman and I were ma¡ried in the fall of 1940. We started
married life on a small farm rented from Doris and
Arnold Erickson. They moved to Vancouver Island for
a few years. We took over the farm for three years. A
month after we were married, Norman received his call
to go for his month's training. My brother, Reg, was living with us at the time so he and I managed in a sorta
way. I was very nervous around horses - guess I nearly
ruined them. The cows I could manage because I was
not nervous of them. Reg and I were really glad to see
our soldierback home. We were not slow in handing over
the fork and shovel. Doris and Arnold came back to

Upon their arrival to SE 6-23-7W, they had two horses,
three cows, some chickens, $6.75 anda24 x 32 ft. house
that would become part of their home for the next 43
years.

During 1913-1956 the Masons became leaders in the
community. In the early years, their residence became
the half way house where travellers stopped to lodge and

to feed their horses. One such traveller called Johnny
Peg Leg, found himself in a troublesome situation one

Manitoba.
We moved off their farm in the fall of 1942. Norman
got his call to the army. We made arrangements with
Artie to keep the few cattle we had. Norman was in the

night. After removing his wooden leg and bedding down
beside the Mason's box stove, he awoke to the sounds of
Arthur buildingup the fire in the darkened room. "Don't
Arthur, don't!" he cried outjustin time to prevent a sleepy
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a neighbor's3/4 size violin for $5. Artie remembers
riding his father's horse through four to fìve feet deep
water in the runway and holding the violin up above his
head. He had to fold his legs above the horse to keep
himself dry, but he got his violin home safely and plays

buy

Arthur from accidently adding the peg leg to the fire
box.

Arthur was the community self-taught veterinarian.
In the winter he hauled fish from Lake Manitoba to the
railway in Mulvihill.
During the spring and summer between 1913 1030,
the residents depended on Arthur and his lumber wagon

to this day.

As a young man, Artie became a paxtner in the farm
leaving only to work on the railroad in British Columbia
for a year. When he came home in 1941, his twin brothers had joined the army, so Artie and Arthur ran the

to go to town for groceries and supplies. This was a freach-

erous task as he travelled through the nahrral runways'
The runways collected up to five - six feet of water rising

farm.
The wet years from 1950 to 1956 were a deterrent to
the farm and Artie decided, with his parents, to leave
the farm. He was employed by the railway and Winnipeg's Main Post Office until retiring in 1979' Fishing,

up to the wagon box seat. If he was carrying flour, it had
to be high up on the seat to remain dry even though

Arthur sat below and got soaked!
On one occasion when Bertha's grocery order listed
beans, the storekeeper said, "Arthur does your wife want
the beans with crackers - or without?". When he a¡rived
home to relay the message, Bertha had quite a laugh

hockey games, bowling and travelling still keep Artie
busy.

The second and third born were twin boys. Phillip
and Norman were born in 1917. Their boyhood was filled

over it.

Arthur was a school trustee for many years. Many
teachers and ministers made their home with Arthur and
Bertha. Some of the teachers were Doris (Alberts)
Wakelin, Murray Mclaughlin and Ruth Card' There

with hijinx, including the time Phil slid (with some help!)
headfirst down a straw stack into a pitchfork. He survived. Phil went to Tennyson School where he is remembered for his devilish sense of humour. As a young man,
he moved to Winnipeg working for Healthiness. In 1941'
he enlisted in the army, returning in 1945 with his wife
AnnJohnson. He returned to his former workplace until
his retirement in 1980. Phil and Ann made their home

were many Tennyson School district concerts, picnics and

dances organized with the help of the Masons.
Due to health reasons Bertha and Arthur retired to
Winnipeg in 1956. They remained healthy and active

with family and friends until Arthur passed away in 1965
and Bertha passed away atageg2 in 1985, one hundred
years after the birth of her husband.

E
l:
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in St.James with daughters Debbie and Donna. Unfortunately, Ann passed away in 1989. Through the years
Phil enjoys bowling and watching sports.
During Norman's early years at Tènnyson School, he

l

played baseball and won prizes at the picnics in the races.

Being the strong, silent type, he enjoyed the farm life
and married Annie Seymour from Pebble Beach. After
a short time in the army, Norman returned to buy a farm
at Pebble Beach, where he and Annie lived for nearly
30 years. They had five red-headed children, Kenneth,
Raymond, Lorne, Gerald and Beverly. Throughouttheir
farming years they raised hereford cattle and sheep. They
took part in all community activities and Norman drove
the school bus in his spare time. When their sons were
out on their own, Norman, Annie and Beverly moved to

r

Norman, Gladys, Phil, Arthur, Bertha, Artíe
& Edna Mason

Campbell River, BC in 1969, where Norman did carpentry work until his retirement. His flower gardens and
landscaping still keep him and Annie busy.
Gladys, the fourth child of Arthur and Berthawas born
in 1920. She attended Tennyson School where she loved
spellingbees. She remembers the challenge of who would

Arthur and Bertha had five children. In 1914, Arthur
Henry (Artie) was born. His entrance to the world was
paid for with butter rather than money. In his youth,
Artie was known as a back catcher in baseball' He also
played music for the dances. As a 12 year old boy, Artie
desperately wanted a violin. He sold his pony for $15 to
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be the first each spring to run barefoot around the straw
bales banked around the foundation of the house. She

he lived on, was named after him. He raised a family of

five sons and three daughters. Six of them, Thomas,
Sidney, William, Arthur,Jeanette (Fonseca) and Bertha
(Archibald) homesteaded in the Briksdale area in the
early 1900's.
Thomas Mason, born April 27,1876 - died March 14,
1942. Married in March 1902 in Winnipeg to Georgina
Lyall of Sutton, ON, who was born August 10, 1876, and
died August I0,1944. They came to BriksdaleJuly 1910
and settled on NE 33-22:7W in the South Head School
district. Tom built many of the early log homes in the

usually won! At an early age, she moved to Winnipeg to
work, later marrying Ian Watt in 1941. Gladys and Ian
had three children, Doreen, Elaine, and lan. For many
years Gladys worked at the North Winnipeg Y.M.C.A.
Her husband passed away in 1972. Gladys is an avid
curler and spends summers at her cottage at Matlock
beach.

In

fifth child, was born. She grew up
on the farm attending Tennyson School with her brothers and sister, and neighbor, the Lawtons and Guests.
1921 Edna, the

district, including

two-story log house for himself. They
in 1927, returning to the
Oatfield area a few years later to live on the old Beckwith
place NW 3L-22-7W. Thomas and Georginahad one son,
Thomas Henry.

As a young wom¿ìn, Edna worked in Winnipeg and in
1948, married Harold Mackie. Throughout their 33 years
of marriage, Harold and Edna continued to tell stories
about their many trips from Winnipeg to Mulvihill on
his Harley Davidson. Bdna and Harold had two daugh-

Thomas & Elizabeth Mason

ters, Heather and Carol. Edna, known for her great bak-

Thomas HenryMason (Harry) born September 16, 1906
- died February L7,1970. Married in 1928 to Elizabeth

ing was employed at the Winnipeg Canoe Club as a cook.

Sadly, Edna passed away

in

in

1981.

a

moved back to Winnipeg

Harold passed away

lgll

1986.

Baugh, who was bornJuly 27,

The Oatfield homestead holds many fond memories

They lived in Winnipeg until April, 1933, then moved
to SE 31-22-7W in the Tennyson School district. This
quarter was previously owned by Bob Lee who left his
homestead to serve in the fìrst world war. He survived
the war but spent the rest of his life in Winnipeg and is
buried in Brookside Cemetery.
There was no better place to grow up than in this
farming community, and we have happy memories of
our early years here. We enjoyed summer afternoons
swimming with our parents at Lake Dufault, aboú I l/2
miles north of our farm, and we would meet some of our
friends and neighbors there. Those I remember best are
Dorothy and May Higginson, Margaret Lawton, Bill
Ives, and Mabel and Ernie Chambers.
Winter evenings'sometimes found our family driving
the team and sleigh a mile to Uncle Arthur Mason's to
listen to Tieasure Tiailand Fibber Magee and Molly ontheir
radio. Our Mason grandparents also lived only a mile
away and we spent almost as much time with them as
we did at home. The Tennyson School Board made arrangements for pupils and their parents to travel to Winnipeg to see King George VI and Queen Elizabeth when
they visited the city as part of a Canada wide tour in the

for three generations of Masons. Our fourth and fifth
generations are often told stories about Nana and
Grampa's farm. A family reunion held in 1991 was attended by one hundred Masons from several families.

Thomas & Georgina Mason
HenryJohn Mason, one of the earliest residents of Manitoba and a veteran of the North West Rebellion, came
from Hamilton, ON to Winnipeg in 1872, He was city
health inspector for many years. Henry Avenue, the street

æ

z

ffi
nI

spring of 1939. This was

a

- died

April 8, 1970.

fìrst visit to Winnipeg for many

of us, and it was all very exciting for this group of country

kids.'fhe excitement was short-lived for me however,
when I learned that my parents and sisters would return

Tom & Georgína, Harry Mason at theír homestead
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'We

were huppy to be back home again.
Dad was known locally for his work as an artist. He
usually carried a sketch pad along as he went about his
farm chores. These sketches were the basis for his paintings, some of which were sold and others given as gifts
to friends and relatives. In 1962 he began working as a
commissionaire at CFB Gypsumville. He and mom lived
in a mobile home near the base, coming home to the
farm on his days off. They were the best of parents to
of city traffic.

their four daughters.
ElizabethJeanette, born November 26,1928 in Winnipeg. She worked for Manitoba Hydro, married an
Albertan, Stan Holmes, and they moved to Calgary
where she was employed with the civil service. They
divorced. After retirement in 1984 Betty bought an acreage atWesterose, AB, where she now resides in the comfortable log home she built there. She keeps horses and
chickens, and enjoys many hobbies such as pottery, astronomy, and painting pictures. Her latest interest is genealogy, and she is presently working on a Mason fam-

ily history, dating back to England in the

1700's'

Harry & Lizzie, Betty Mason
home while I had to stay in Winnipeg to have my tonsils
out. Afterwards friends took me to West Side Station and
put me on the train to Mulvihill. No one was there to

meet me. A kind gentleman from the Mulvihill store,
Doug Robinson brought me home. The letter telling dad
when to meet the train arrived a week after I did.
OnJuly 8, 1942, an air force Avro Anson training
plane made a forced landing about 1 1/2 miles south
of our place. The pilots were two Englishmen named
Ronald Horwood and Bernard Hill. The landing was
cushioned by the muskeg so neither the plane nor its
occupants suffered much damage. A Canadian ground

At Lake Dufault
Lizzíe Mason, Margaret Lawton, Bíll lves, May &
Dorothy Hígginson; Grace, Betty, Doreen Mason

crew soon arrived to rescue the pilots and salvage the
plane, which was disassembled and hauled out in

Doreen Winona, born April 21, 1930, in Winnipeg.
Malried inJanuary 1955 to Kenneth Ronald Knight from
the Nord district. Ron was in the army 1948-51' and he
re-enlisted in the air force in 1954. During his military
career we lived at Canadian Forces bases in Winnipeg'

trucks.
Dad enlisted in the army in 1944, soon after his mother

died, and moved our family to Winnipeg. But city life
was not for us, so after the war inJune 1946 we returned
to the farm. Coal oil lamps and water carried from the

Military life provided
opportunities for travel and as crewman in international

St. Hubert, PQand Tienton, ON.

pump now replaced electricity and indoor plumbing. At
night the sound of a whip-poor-will replaced the noise
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flights he saw much of the world. He was a member of
the United Nations Peacekeeping Force sent to Egypt in
1967. With the outbreak of the Seaen Day war there, in

.1
,.1

'a
I
4.

May of that year, the peace keepers were expelled from
the Middle Bast, and he returned to Trenton where he
retired in 1976. We then moved back to the farm my

',

parents had owned in the Eriksdale area.
Grace Marie, born September 4, 1932, at Eriksdale.

1
/,
a

Married in December 19,58 to Verne Olson of Steep
Rock. They first lived at Red Lake, ON, moved to Winnipeg where their daughter Norda was born, and later

a

,¡-

to Calgary where a son Howie was born. They divorced.
Grace and her familylive in Calgary. Verne died in Win-

t

Reino & Sylvia Matson

nipeg, April 1994.
Margaret Rose, born September 2, 1940 at Eriksdale.
Married Glen Small from Hamilton, ON. He was in the
air force and their first home was at Cold Lake, AB, where

A daughter, Anna Sylvia was born October 11, 1916.
In 1926 they moved to NW 2l-2L:7W in the Scotch
Bay area. From what I can understand, Bd Lalonde,
Globensky, and then Finnegans had lived here at some
time prior to my grandparents. At fust, they lived in a
rather long, single storey house which, I think, burned.
A ¡vo storey house was moved in. Apparentþ, it came
from north of Tom Malcolm's, along the Colonization
Road. Charlie Malcolm, possibly Ed Gregoire, and
Charlie Lalonde had lived in it previously.
SW 29-21-7W which is located between the homestead and new site, was referred to as the School Section. It was leased from the Crown in 1926 for hay and
pasture. Water from springs aided in watering the livestock. SW 29-2I:7W stll remains in the family with granddaughter, Linda and husband Ted Watson.
Matt, Lydia and their children remained in mixed
farming on the same site, adding extra land later. Like
many new settlers they were hard working and industri

their children, Bernard and Corinne, were born. Glen
was transferred to Marville France for four years. Back
in Canada, they lived at CFB Gimli, then to Ottawa and

finally to MooseJaw, SK where Glen retired. He died
September 4, 1988. Margaret and her family live in
MooseJaw and in the farming district west of that city.

ous people.

Horses were used for everything. From cutting, raking and hauling hay to cleaning barns, for pleasure rid-

MATSON
Matt & Lydia

ing to checking for livestock, sleigh rides to land work,
and anything else that cÍune up. They wãre well ca¡ed
for and also provided opportunities for a variety of adventures. Rumley oil pull tractors also provided power
and both were later replaced with gas tractors.
The children later attended Scotch Bay school, and

Matt Matson, his wife Lydia (Okkonen), both born in
Sotkamo, Finland, and small son ReinoJohannes, came
to the Macross district. Their homesteader's receipt lists
July 31, 1912 on NW 31-21-7W. Fred and Mary Kaartinen
later settled here.

I recall hearing that my grandfather planned to sail
on the Titanic. He was apparentþ delayed for some reason and missed boarding this ship.

either walked or rode a horse across country.
They were fairþ self-sustaining. They kept pigs, chickens, and quite a large number of sheep. Cows provided
meat, milk, and cream, from which butter and buttermilk were made. A large garden yielded the necessary
vegetables. Fresh picked fruit was canned or made into

"In the county of St. Laurent, dated September 3, 1914,
Matt Matson became a Canadian citizen, having been
here for three years."
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ily farm. He became stricken with severe rheumatoid

jams. Meats were also canned before freezers came into
full use. Bartering for goods and services was common'
I'm told that my grandmother once traded home churned
butter with a native woman for a woven basket which I

arthritis. In order to continue farming he devised hooks,
etc. to help put on his socks, boots, etc. He took an end-

to climb onto the tractor, but his
independent nature forced him to continue until bed-

less amount of time

have cherished over the years.

A wood stove was used for cooking and as a supplementary heat source. My grandmother made bread that,
today, makes my taste buds long for a slice, fresh from
the oven and spread with homemade butter' Her pies !

ridden. He passed away on November 28,1967,

She knew just how to make the crusts tender and flakey

Scotch Bay. (See Eino and SylviaJoy story).

Grandma passed away onJuly 31, 1973 at the age of
83 years. Mom (Sylvia)married Dad (EinoJoy) and had
two children, Raymond and Linda both of whom live in

and the fillings, mouth-watering. Coal oil lanterns provided lighting and, for some, light plants provided power
which was replaced by electricity in the early 1950's.
Water was pumped by the use of wind mills' It was
brought into the house in pails, which was an extra task
on wash days or for baths. The Finns often had a sauna
for bathing. Here, they built a fire in a large type of rock

McFADYEN FAMILY

furnace. As it got hot, water was thrown onto the rocks
which provided the steam. They wrapped in towels, and
sat around on benches. Once done they moved to the
adjoining cool down / change arca.
Cream cans were submerged and covered in a tank
of ice cold water to keep the cream cool. The creiln was
hauled to the creamery by various local people, such as
George and Olga Ashby, who hauled it in later years.
The clean, empty cans were filled at the stores with gro-

Dan & Maisie McFadyen
Dan was born November 14, 1905 to Daniel andJanet
(Gourley) McFadyen in Minnedosa, MB. He believes
his father immigrated from Scotland. His mother was
born at Basswood, MB. Dan was the fourth child in a
family of four boys and one girl. Dan's father was hit by
lightning and died in 1907, just before the youngest son,
Archie, was born. Dan was raised by his mother and his
step father, Archie Morrison. Three more sons and another daughter were born from this second marriage.
Dan attended the Shellmouth School for his high school
education. He worked for awhile farming with his step

ceries from the lists the customers had sent in and were
returned later in the day.

Everyone worked hard, but time was set aside for socializing. Many large gatherings were held with friends
from Macross, Scotch Bay, as well as Mulvihill, amongst
the Kaartinen, Kauppila, Kissimere, Matson families and
several others. Locally, there were Christmas concerts,
dances, picnics, auction sales and visiting. The Scotch
Bay HaIl stood on SE 21-21-7W, once owned by Herb
Watson, Donald and Raymond Brown, and todaybyTed
and Linda Watson. It provided a gathering place for a

father, who owned about20 horses' When Dan was about
18, he took his savings and paid for a two week course in

variety of community activities. It was destroyed by a
mysterious fire in the late 1960's.
The Matson family also farmed NW and SW 22-217W. The NW portion was adjacentto Wm. hice's, whose
wife, Kath (Ashby), was the postmistress until its closing'
As a young girl I recall riding horseback to pick up the
mail. Mrs. Price seemed to enjoy the visit and would

cream grading at the Manitoba Agricultural College in
Winnipeg. "I was very fortunate to get ajob as a govern-

ment cream grader right away as at this time there were
two men available for everyjob. In L927,I arrived in
Eriksdale for the first time. I worked for Mr. Casselman
who treated me like a prince." In about 1929, Dan took
a course in butter making. He then worked in Winnipeg
and at Winkler. It was while he was at Winkler that he

insist I have one of her delicious cookies before leaving.
Grandpa passed away on May 15, 1949 atthe age of

7l

yearc.

met his wife to be, Maisie.

Uncle Reino never ma¡ried, and remained on the fam552

to cope, Maisie replied,"I was very lucky to have had
another baby at the time to keep me busy" She went on
to say, "Also, Dan's mother was with me and she stayed
for a few weeks. As a matter of fact she was here when
the United Church burned down." (May 18, 1936)
Keith, bornJuly 25,1935 (See Keith).
Ralph, born August 12,1942 (See Ralph).
Barry, born May 26, 1944 (See Barry).
Janet, born May17, 1948 (See Allen Carruthers).

Both Dan and Maisie were active and productive
members of this community. When Dan first came here
in L927, he joined the Young Peoples Society which was
connected to the United Church. Later he served as Sunday School Superintendent and on the Church Board.
Dan was Reeve of the Municipality for 1952 and 1953.
He enjoyed acting in the local drama groups and curling
at the local curling club. When the rink was first built in
1954, he was one of the few people who had experienced curling. On April 1990 Dan received aplaque from
the Eriksdale Curling Club for his 37 years of participation, support and good sportsmanship.
Dan continued to work at the Eriksdale Creamery and
became one of the partners in 1951. He eventually concentrated on a locker plant and store at Moosehorn. Dan
remained associated with the Creamery for close to forty
years. He was custodian at the Eriksdale School until his
retirement.

Four Generations
Cameron, Keíth, Benjamin, Dan McFadyen

Mary (Maisie) McGill Nairn was born in 1907 at the
family residence on Riverton Ave. in Winnipeg and grew
up in East Kildonan. Her parents, Alexander Nicholson
Nairn and Mary Ingles Davidson had immigrated from

Scotland. They were married in Winnipeg in 1906.
Maisie remembers that the family moved often and they
lived in several different places on Bowman Ave.; then
in North Kildonan. She was educated at the Polson and
the Prince Edwa¡d schools in Bast Kildonan. She later
worked for six years with the Children's Aid Society of
Winnipeg as a stenographer. While visiiing with a girlfriend whose father owned the Winkler Creamery, she

Maisie sang in the United Church choir and served
on the church board. She was a life member and faithful

met Dan, her future husband.

On October 16, 1930, Dan and Maisie were married
inJohn Black United Church in East Kildonan. Dan was
working in Eriksdale once again, only this time he was a
butter maker. They first lived in the home presently
owned by Margaret Smith. On February 18, 1937, they

supporter of the United Church Women and the Hospital Guild. She had many talents, which helped with the

funding of community projects. She gave home
permanents, made silk flowers (corsages) and contributed wonderful home baking. Who could forget those
pies baked for the rink, the picnics and the United Church
Fowl suppers and many more, too numerous to mention?

moved into the house they made their home for 54 years.
In 1990, they moved into the Friendly Villa and sold the
house to C. Adrian Graca and Angela Osterbeck. Soon
after this move, they celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary with a tea put on by the family in the lounge at
the Villa.

Knitting became another of Maisie's talents, and
sweaters she made by the dozens. "Many a persons wore

my sweaters" and her family took pride in wearing matching curling sweaters.
From 1967-77, Maisie worked as a secreta¡y for the
Lakeshore School Division. She did general office work
for Mr. H. Hallson, the secretary treasurer, and also
served as secretary for Superintendents, Alex Wilson and

They have five children: Allan born December 12,
1931 and died April 23, 1936 of tuberculosis at the age
of four years while at the T.B. Clinic in Winnipeg. Dan
remembers arriving in Eriksdale by train and rushing
around to find the dray man,Jack Husband, to take the
little casket to the United Church. Following the funeral
service, Dan quickly changed his clothes and worked to
midnight making butter. When asked how she managed

Mr. Grosse.
1994 was an especially hard time for the McFadyens,
as Dan was no longer able
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to continue to drive. Once

dime to help him load and unload the freight brought
by the train for the stores (Willetts' Red and White;
Hallson's; Eriksdale Tiading) and spending the dime at
Bill's Confectionery on a bottle of Orange Crusl4 in the
dark brown ribbed bottle with little bits of orange floating arcrrrnrl in it and an Oh, Henry ha,r. School going rrntil

again they experienced a change in lifestyle, as the freedom of travel was constricted. Then, in September of
1994, due to failing health, Dan moved to the chronic
care wing. Dan passed away in September 1995 at age
89. Maisie continues to live nearby in their suite at the

Friendly Villa. They are cherishecl by their chilclren,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

four o'clock and staying afterfour.
Electricity first coming to town by the way of a'Cat'
diesel driving a generator during the day and the old
Blackstone one-cylinder putting away every night from

until 7 am. the next morning. I remember the
bank of wet cell batteries along the north wall of the
power house, Tzsf in case. The three big bulbs that lit up
the skating rink at night. When hydro came, the
checkerboard of wires and bulbs lit things up so much
that now we could play that dreaded adversary from
11 pm.

Lundar at night.

I

remember Mom's first electric stove, that

Westinghouse with all those buttons and the Beatty electric washing machine. Carrþg water from the neighbor's

pumpi we didn't have one yet. Bringing in snow to be
melted in the 50 gallon tank next to the wood stove so
we could have soft water for the laundry.
I remember flooding the rink by hauling water from
the creamery. Then having awell drilled right at the rink.
The pump house also served as the timekeeper's refuge
and the penalty box. Mr. A.V. Olson, the baker from
Lundar, in his snow white sweater, refereeing the hockey
games.

Keith & Leah McFadyen

The old swimming holebetween the highway and the
tracks, a half mile south of town.
The log shack we built north-east of town, in the bush.
I wonder if AJ. Smith & Son's shingle inventory ever

Keith was born to Dan and Maisie McFadyen in Eriksdale in 1935 and left in 19.53. He joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and served in British Columbiauntil
retirement in 1978. He then joined the Provincial Gov-

balanced after that piece of construction.

ernment service as fraud investigator and probably will
retire for the second time in 1995.
He married Leah Hild of TLail, BC in 1957. They had
two sons; Cameron William Daniel, born in 1960 and

Tuesday night movies at the Orange Hall. The annual Christmas Concert at the same place, with the tree

Blair Keith, born in 1963.
Cameron married Corine Verishine in 1988. They
have two sons; Benjamin Keith, born in 1989 and Clayton Cameron, born in 1990
Blair is single at the time of this writing.

missed.

that went to the ceiling and the gifts for every kid in the
hall. I still haven't figured out how no one was ever

Playing tennis on the court in front of the hospital.

Ralph & Leyah McFadyen
I(Ralph) grew up in a community where I knew everyone and everyone knew me. There was a very special
feeling of community that is unique and almost impossible to experience in urban life.
Summer memories of growing up in Eriksdale take
me back to the unpainted wooden sidewalks that lined

Keith's memories of Eriksdale:

The train (steam) arriving daily from Winnipeg just
around 4:00 p.m.

Mr, Husband's one horse dray with its distinctive
sounding steel wheels on the gravel roads. Being paid a
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I have been married for 29 years to Adrienne Leyah
(Laughlin) born September 17,l945,daughter of Squad-

ron Leader Hugh McKay Laughlin and Gwendoþe
Ruth (Hopper) Laughlin both of Cartwright, MB.

Leyah, Scott, Ralph; Hugh & lan McFadyen
our streets. The fun and the hazards. I remember the
clickety-click of my wagon wheels and the smells of the
weeds and grass growing up between the boards. There
were surprises when a loose board would spring upward

or

rotten support would collapse creating a great hole
to maneuver around. I was lucky because my brother
Barry was close in age and with good friends Lorne and
Ray Smith, we spent hours pushing each other in our
wagons up and down the sidewalks, across the bridges,
over the ditches, and around corners too fast. I think we
all spent summers with slivers in our hands and knees.
a

Hugh (18) after winning the Canadian Curling
Champíonship in 1986, with proud grandfathers
Dan McFadyen & Hugh Laughlín
We have three sons: Hugh Daniel born May 31,1967,
Ian Ralph bornJuly 16, 1969 and Scott Allen born Au-

The wooden sidewalks were also a source of wealth as it
was great sport fishing pennies, nickels and other treasures from between the cracks.

gust 15, 1973. We have made our home in the Woodhaven
area of Winnipeg where our boys have their own memo-

Other childhood memories include sliding on the
loading platform after the first snow fall; balancing on
the top board of the corrals at the stock yard; the self
induced terror of standing on the station platform when
the rock train roared past; Mr. Slaughter's Boer War and

ries of growing up in a unique community. Our family
has been active in community life. An interest in curling

which was encouraged by Papa has paid off. Hugh was
skip of the Silver Medalist team at the World Junior
Championships in 1987. Our son Scott and Barry's son,
Ross, have represented Manitoba at the National level
in 1992. Ian is a gifted musician and plays the bass guitar in a band. The boys have been completing their education. Hugh is a lawyer with the firm of Thompson,

World Wa¡ I stories and memorabilia; Mr. Gardner's coin

collection; haircuts at Mr. Heroux's pool room; Mrs.
Dinnes, Myrtle Leonard and Mrs. Mason's cookies; Tuesday night shows at the Orange Hall; Christmas concerts;

the putt, putt, putt of the power plant; Bill and Gordon
Smith on defence and HazenJeffers scoringgoals against
Lundar, Clarkleigh and Oak Point; delivering the TLibune after the 8:30 pm. bus and stopping too long at the
Gudmundson's to warm-up; The Briksdale Trading Co.,
Mrs. Mills' boarding house and the Heroux's Store; the
McCormick's house fires; all night bonspiels; Sunday
picnics at Chief's Point. Many, Ílâfl/r years later and at
52 years of age I still cherish my Eriksdale roots.

Dorfman, Sweatman. Ian is completing his Business
Administration and Scott is completing his degree in
History.

I have been employed for several years as the Director of Income Security for the Interlake Region, and
Leyah as Director of the Family Support Program at the
Family Center of Winnipeg. Leyah was recently awarded
the Order of the Buffalo Hunt for her volunteer involvement in the community.
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a number of positions with Lucerne Foods.
mained employed at Lucerne for 30 years.

Over the years our family has kept in touch with our
be a part of our lives.
Eriksdale roots. These will

I

have re-

After moving to the city, I met my fuhrre wife, Linda
Miller. Linda was born at Grace Hospital on April 24,
1948 to Wilbur Lloyd and Dorothea Gilroy Miller. She
grew up in the west end of Winnipeg, attencling Weston,
Cecil Rhodes, and Daniel Mclntyre Schools. When we
met, she was training as a medical laboratory technologist at Deer Lodge Hospital. A friend of hers at the hospital setus up on

a

blind date, along with Wayne Whitney,

my best friend from Eriksdale and a student friend of
Linda's. Wayne and his date were a complete mismatch,
but Linda and I eventually married in September 1968.
Coincidentally however, Wayne ended up marrying an
elementary school chum of Linda's the next year. It's
certainly a small world, isn't it?
Linda and I have three sons: Gregory, born March 3,
1973; Ross, born February 19, 1975; and Bryan, born

Barry & Linda McFadyen
Among my favorite memories of growing up in Eriksdale are the countless hours I spent at the outdoor hockey

October 9,1976. We have lived in the same house in St.
James since the year after our marriage. The three boys
all graduated from high schools in St.James and all three
are currently attending the University of Manitoba'

rink, So anxious were we to get out on the ice, my friends
and I used to wear our hockey gear (including Eaton's
Catalogue shin pads held up by sealer rings) to school to
avoid wasting precious time at four o'clock.
The construction of an indoor rink opened up a whole

Allan & Janet Carruthers

new era in the town of Eriksdale. The sight of those
massive arched bows being raised with Martin Kihn's
old caterpillar tractor is etched in my memory.
Our dad introduced my brother Ralph and I to curling, and it soon became a major part of our lives. Who
can forget the annual All Night Bonsþiel atest of determi-

My earliest recollection of living in Eriksdale was the
outdoor rink. When I was four or fìve years old figure
skaters from Winnipeg, probably the Winnipeg Figure

Skating Club, performed on a very cold winter night' I
recall some of the skaters changed into their skating outfits at our house. Figure skaters came out to Eriksdale for
a couple more years after that. Then we had an indoor
rinkand Carol Ross began teaching all the local kids to
figure skate and the lce Carnival was all local talent.
Our parents knew that when the old board sidewalks
were replaced with cement there would be a lot less lost

nation and endurance if ever there was one! For me, the
most memorable was the year I played all night long
with the ReverendJim Scott, only to default on Sunday
morning due to the Reverend's Sunday commitment"
Curling remains important to this day. Although Ralph
and I achieved only moderate success at the game, our
offspring have taken their curling abilities to greater
heights, compeling in national and, for Ralph's son Hugh,

coins.

I remember

one Tuesday night, (Tuesday nights

were the shownight). Mom and Dad were atEastern Star,

Ralph and Barry were delivering papers, and I was on

International competitions. Perhaps all that was needed
was some fine-tnning of the curling gene as it passed from
grandfather through the fathers to the sons.
As a child, I would spend much of my summer
sç¡çr-r-nging cookies from Mrs. Dinnes or Myrtle and
Tommy Leonard. Summer Sunday afternoons would find
our family at Chief's Point enjoying picnics and fun with
our friends. Later on, in my teen years, I spent my summers working for my dad at the creamery. This was the
beginning of a ca¡eer path that eventually led me to Dairy
School at the University of Manitoba in 1964 and through

my way to the show wh en oops,my money went between
the boards of the sidewalk. Mrs. Dinnes came to my rescue and supplied me with another quarter and I was able
to go to the show.

I remember school in the old three-room school house.
My teacher for grades one through four was Miss Todd

(Mrs. Blue). Christmas Concerts were held in the Orange Hall, and the whole town turned out, and one year
I found out that my Dad was Santa Clause. Mom had
some explaining to do to me then. Once the Chrislmas
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Holstein, ON until leaving for the west in 1907. Dad
worked on a few different farms in Saskatchewan before
taking a homestead at Milden, although he liked grain
farming in Saskatchewan too. Many crop failures from
drought, also low grain prices, caused him to leave Saskatchewa¡r for Manitoba in 1921.
Dad said he had shipped a car load of wheat down
east and after the freight he had received a cheque for
one dollar, which he said he had pinned to the wall of
his homestead shack.

Dad was an excellent horseman having grown up
working with horses in Scotland. After coming to Winnipeg, he worked one winter as a teamster on a logging
camp in Ontario. I don't recall if he worked there the
whole winter, as he said the fleas in the camp were so
bad he would roll himself in a horse blanket at night to
get relief from them.
Dad also worked for a while driving a delivery team
for the CNR in Winnipeg.
OnJune 6,lg24 Dad married a widow Elizabeth C.
Smith. Mom was born Elizabeth Catherin Martin in Glasgow, Scotland, on April 2, 1893, and came to Canada in
1910 with her brotherJames.
Mom was to return to Scotland when her first husband John Smith from Grangmouth, Scotland, whom
she had met and married in Winnipeg, went overseas
with the Canadian Scottish. Two sonsJack andJim were
born in Glasgow from this marriage. Mom returned to
Canada withJack andJim in 1919 after the death of her
husband 11 days, before the Armistice was sþed in 1918.
She worked at housekeeping for a doctor and later
was employed at Paulin Chambers where she became
head girl in the chocolate department.
Mom was friends with Dad's sister in Winnipeg, and

Janet & Al Carruthers
Concert happened we knew that the Christmas season
had really arrived. The back stage in the Orange Hall
was a narrow hallway, and the kitchen was the change
room,
As I reflect back on my childhood and growing up in
a small town, where everyone knew everyone else, I felt

fortunate to have spent my adult years in rural Mani
toba. In 1968 I married Allan Bruce Carruthers (February I5,1943) from the Victor District near Vrden, MB.
Allan is the second son of the lateJ. S. Carruthers and
Dorothy Curruthers (Reynolds). Except for the first year
of our marriage, Al and I have lived in The Pas, MB. I
worked as a nurse for a few years and Allan pursued his
interest in cars and also worked as a welder. Al is renowned for his creative abilities in rebuilding and redesigning vehicles. We have been blessed with two wonderful children.Jennifer Susan (the only grand daughter
of Dan and Maisie McFadyen) was born on November
L4,1974, and Stuart Allan was born on August L2,1977.
Jennifer and Stuart both excelled in school and graduated from high school with honors. They both received
two scholarships to enter post secondary education.
Stuart was the youngest person in his graduating class.
Al is self-employed in an auto wrecking business and
I have been employed as an offìce manager for a local
retail store for the past three years.

it was through this friendship she was to meet and maxry

Dad.
After they were married Dad heard fromJohn Sharpe
of Eriksdale that there was farm land available at Eriksdale, so it was

earlyJúy

1924 that

Mom and Dad,Jack

andJim moved to the WJ. Lundy homestead in the Park
View School district of Briksdale.
Jack tells a little story of the first evening on the farm.
WhenJim and he were playing out in the yard, they saw

McINTOSH FAMILY
Charles & Elizabeth Mclntosh

these black objects coming out of the bush, and they ran

Charles Mclntosh, who was known by many as Charlie
or Mac, was born at Anns Forest, Kintor, in the County
of Aberdeen, Scotland on May 14, 1886.
He came to Canada in 1906 and worked on a farm at

crying to the house, scared to death. This was the first
time they had seen little black calves. For two little boys,
seven and eight, who had so far only lived in the city,
one can realize why they thought they were being at557

ill with
pneumonia. (This was in the days before penicillin or
the air force

tacked by bears.

In April 1926, Charles William (Bill) was born in the
log house on the farm with Mrs. Wm' Knowlson as
Mom's mid-wife. I (Robert) was born at the hospital in
Eriksdale in October 1927, and it was the winter of 1928
that Dad and Mom bought the Fred Issett homestead
that was one mile east of Pa¡kview School.
The Fredrick Mills family had also lived for awhile in
the house on this farm before moving to Winnipeg. This
was a lumber house which was an improvement over

in

1942 when he became critically

some of the other wonder drugs.) He was then employed

Air Observers School, as an aero mechanic, doing
work he had done in the RCAF. After the war
he was a bus clriver in Winnipeg for a while before working at Paulin Chambers, where he retired as head candy
at #5

the

sa^me

maker.

Jim married Doris Morrisette. They have one daughter Terri Lyn, and two grandchildren.

the log houses.

B¡ll & Jean Mclntosh

This was to be the home where Mom and Dad raised
their family of four boys and one girl. Elizabeth (B"tty)
was born in 1939. They also made a home for seven
foster children for different periods of time. This they
did by milking cows, raising a few sheep, pigs, and of
course turkeys. I remember on one occasion where the
turkeys turned out to be fair game for some hunters during the sharptail se¿ßon. Some did survive to retum home

Bill went to school at Parkview and Clydebank schools
and was helping on the farm when he became 18 and
left to join the Canadian Light Infantry. After the war he
returned home for a while and this is where he met his
wife to be,Jean Smith, of Oak Lake, who was teaching
school at Pa¡kview. They went to Winnipeg where Bill
worked for a few years for Auto Supply, before working
at Imperial Tobacco, where he retired after 35 years' He

with their buck shot wounds.
While Mom and Dad were on the farm I don't believe there was a Christmas that the family wasn't all
together unless it was during the war. Mom and Dad
enjoyed going to church services at Clydebank, later to
the United Church in Eriksdale.
Mom passed away Decembet 24,1968 and Dad in

also hasn't missed a year of helping on the farm at haying

time.

Bill and Jean have two daughters and one

son;

Charlene, Lori, Ian, and nine grandchildren.

Robert & Rosalind Mclntosh
I took my schooling at Parkview and Clydebank schools,
going to Clydebank when Parkview closed due to lack
of pupils.
WWII was on by this time and after two years of driving six and half miles to and from school with horse and
cutter in the winter, we (Bill and I) convinced Mom and
Dad to let us stay home and help on the farm. Except
for two summers that I worked for an uncle (Dad's

December 1970.

Jack & AIice Smith
Jack went to school in Winnipeg for a couple of years
before going to Parkview. He boarded with Mrs. Gardner
in Eriksdale while he wrote his final grade nine exams.
Besides helping on the farm, he worked for many different farmers in the community before joining the RCAF
in 1940. After the war Jack worked for Brown and
Rutherford Lumber, until he went into real estate where
he worked for over 30 years, retiring in 1991.Jack mar-

brother) in Saskatchewan and two months in the White
Shell Forest Reserve one spring, I have stayed on the
farm. In 1962 I ma¡ried Rosalind Pollard and we took
over the farm from my Mom and Dad' In 1966 Roz and
I moved over to her dad's farm bringing our cattle and

ried Alice Sheppard of Winnipeg. They have a daughter
and son, Shirley and Gary, and two grandchildren.
They still like coming back to Eriksdale to visit with
family, friends and school chums.

horses and looked after his stock as well; as her Mom
and Dad were moving to WinniPeg.
We later bought the farm and some cattle from Roz's

Jim & Doris Smith

dad. One thing I remernber vividly is when we were
moving the cattle to Roz's dad's farm. We brought the

Jim started his education in Winnipeg and then at

cattle across two quarters we had. Cows being what they
are,decided to go their own ways. Roz was helping chase
with Kevin and Sandy in the little red wagon' Kevin was
only three, but took off running after a cow. Roz tucked

Parkview School, writing his final grade nine exams in
Eriksdale. He also helped on the farm and worked for
many different farmers in the a¡ea.
from
Jim joined the RCAF in 1940 and was discharged
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Sandy under her a¡m and ran to bring some back the
little red wagon forgotten for the time being. Later that
evening, when the cows had been moved with no fur-

ther trouble, Walter Watson stopped in and told us he
had a DNR and an RCMP officer stop in at his place
asking if he had heard anything of missing children, as
they had found a little red wagon with a pair of little
shoes in it. Walter knew whatwe were going to be doing
that day, so was able to tell them what probably happened.
We milked cows and shipped cream before going to

strictly beef. Roz taught for six and half years for the
Lakeshore School Division and has worked at the E.M.
Crowe Hospital for 20 years. I was a council member
for Eriksdale for two years, which I was appointed to in
1970.

Roz and I have a son and three daughters, who have

Earl & Lue McKellar

all helped on the farm and have been involved in the
Lunda¡ 4-H beef club. Kevin and Karen are taking over
the farm and on some of the land will be the third gen-

station where the boys enjoyed station life and work.
Earl graduated from Grandview High School and went

out to teach in and around Grandview for three years
after a short Normal School course at Dauphin Normal
School. Then he went on to complete his teacher's training with a yeff at Normal School in Winnipeg.
His next position was at Sandy Lake, the principal of
a three-room school where he met and married Lucille
McKenzie, one of the teachers. After three years, they
moved to Tummel, a larger school. In 1919 the Depression began hitting the school districts. They moved to
McCreary where he was principal for five years and then
to Graysville as principal for seven years. They moved

eration. Sandra trained as a RN, Bonnie as a hair dresser,
and Lindsay is still in school. Roz and I have fìve grand-

children.

Kevin & Karen Mclntosh
Kevin William Mclntosh is the oldest son of Robert and
Rosalind Mclntosh. Born April 1, 1963 in Briksdale and
graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1981. Married
Karen Ann Behrendt of Langruth, MB in February 1989.

Afterworkingfor Bar 5 Simmental StockFarms, DougMB for four years and managing the Gunton Bull
Test Station for two seasons, Karen and Kevin moved to
Eriksdale to ranch on the farm Kevin grew up on. They
las,

from there to Winnipeg for ayeæ while Earl relieved at
different CNR stations and then became a CNR telegraph oper4tor. His next move was to Grandview as a
night operator. Shirley was in grade 11, Helen was in
grade 10, and Bruce was just starting school. They lived
in Grandview for five years. From there they moved to
Woodnorth where Barl became the Station Agent. By
this time Shirley was taking nurse's training in Winni-

presently raise purebred and commercial simmental cattle.

Karen works at the E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital
hcenced practical nurse. Kevin and Karen had their
fìrst child Kolton William in May 1995.
as a

peg and Helen was going to Business College.

In

McKELLAR
Earl & Lucille

1955 when the Woodnorth station closed the fam-

ily moved to the Eriksdale station where they lived until
that station closed and Earl retired. They moved into
the former home of Olli Hallson in Eriksdale, which they
had purchased on their retirement. They were both very

The McKellar family a¡rived in Eriksdale in March 1955

to take over the CNR Agency.
Earl McKella"r was born in Grandview, MB. His father was the CNR Agent. The Albert McKellar's and
their three sons: Allan, Robert, and Earl, lived in the

active

in the community. Earl taught school for

three

years. Lue taught kindergarten, worked in the old hospi-

tal as an aide and in the new hospital when it was built.
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worked for George Smith Thucking while in Winnipeg,
then returned to Comstock while living in Eriksdale.
Candace was employed as a nurses' aide at E.M' Crowe
Hospital in Briksdale until Alicia was born. In 1979
Candace started working at the Eriksdale Co-op'

Earl belonged to the Orange Lodge until it was closed.

He belonged to the Harry Woods Masonic Order. He
and Lue were members of the Bastern Star Order. They
were Senior Citizen Club workers and Ea¡l was able to
help when the Credit Union was established in Eriksdale. They also helped in the Co-op store. They were

kept Bruce closer to home when he ancl Candace
purchased Eriksdale Freight Lines. In 1982 Bruce took
1977

members of the United Church.
Shirley McKellar married George Ritchie and lived
in Saskatchewan for mariy years. They have three girls:
Linda, Laurie and Mary Lou, and one boy, Michael.

on the job of winter roads. There, he made roads across

the lakes before he hauled fuel and freight into remote
places such as Island Lake, Wee Lake and Garden Hill
to name a few. These places are only accessible by vehi-

Helen married Ernie Tefs and they live on a farm in

cles when the lakes are frozen over. Bruce and Candace
sold Eriksdale Freight Lines to the Kell Brothers in 1987,

Manitoba. They have two girls; Lois and Susa¡rne. Bruce
is married and has two children; Sandra and Bob' He is
a construction engineer. His work has taken him to mariy

although Bruce continued to haul fuel and freight under

parts of the world.

ttBruce McKinnon Inc."

ON to
live in Bruce's home while he and his family were in
Tehran, Iran. It was seven years before they got back to
Manitoba. In 1983 theymoved to Portage laPrairie. Ea¡l
passed away the following spring. Lue now resides in

Bruce and Candace have three children:
Heather, born November 20, 1968. Heather ma¡ried
Horace Hogue. She resides in Deerhorn and has three
children: Kaitþn, born August 19, 1988, Orrin, born
October 23, 1992,Jarrett, born September 3, 1995 and a

Gladstone.

step-daughter, Tiffany.

In

1976, Earl and Lue moved to Queenston,

Brent, born March l, 1972. Brent lives at home and is
employed by Crocus Bnt.
Alicia, born November 20, 1975' Alicia resides in
Winnipeg. She graduated from Herzing Career College
as a legal assistant and is working in the Law Courts'

McKINNON
Bruce & Gandace

Bruce is currently working for Crocus Ent. He continues to haul fuel and freight on the winter roads.

"Who can remember when picnics at Eriksdale were held
one half mile east of the village on the north-west corner
of Ed Adams' quarter, right across the road; east of the
graveyard? Reg Anderson's uncle Alle lives on the picnic quarter now," (MOD) In 1974 Bruce and Candace

Candace still works at the Co-op and has recently started

her own catering business.
Bruce and Candace are still living in Eriksdale. They
have their trailer at Steep Rock, where they spend most
of their spare time.

moved into Alle Anderson's house.
Bruce and Candace were married October 2, \971in
the Eriksdale United Church by Rev. Rainie McKinnon,

Bruce's father. Bruce is the son of Rainie and Alyce
McKinnon, born October 7,1952 in The Pas, MB where
he attended school until his family moved to Eriksdale
in 1967. There Bruce met Candace, born October 2, 1953,

McLELLAND
Dave & Eileen
Dave was born inJohnstone, Scotland on November 11,
1940. He came to Canada in 1955 with his parents. He

daughtcr of Leonard and Ellyne Gudmundson. Candace

completed his education at Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate
and was in the DMC Choir. During high school he had
various summer jobs. In 1960 he was employed by City
Hydro in the accounts department; meanwhile he had
applied to ManitobaTelephone System for employment

attended schools in Ashern, Grand Rapids and Eriksdale, graduating from Eriksdale School in 1971.
After their marriage, Bruce and Candace moved to
Bmo, ON, where Bruce was employed with Ontario
Hydro. From there, they went to Alberta, then British
Columbia, where Bruce worked for Comstock. In 1972
they moved to Winnipeg where their daughter, Heather
started school. There they had a son named Brent, then
moved to Eriksdale (Alle Anderson's) in 1974. Bruce

did not care for office work. On August 16, 1962,
he started with MTS in Winnipeg and was with them 33
years without missing a day of work. He retired on November 11, 1995. He worked two years in Winnipeg,
as he
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two years. We then purchased the Bud Rushforth house
on two acres in 1970, where we are to this day. There
was no well here at the time, so we made arrgngements
to have a well drilled, meanwhile hauling water from
the neighbors'. \,Ve started renovating and have redone
the house completely and added on where needed. Dave
had done all the work himself, plumbing, electrical, and
carpentry. A lot of work for one man, but he is ajack-ofall-trades.

I

(Eileen) was not huppy to be moving to Briksdale

and did so reluctantly. Another small town like the one

I

had lived in before, with not much doing. It took me
many years to settle down to the fact that we were not
moving from here and make the best of it.
Our children attended Eriksdale Elementary and
Collegiate. Mysie enjoyed fìgure skating, all school sports

and karate with her dad in high school. She attended
the University of Manitobafor one year, Red River Community College for one year, and then took accounting
courses in the evening. She moved to Victoria, BC where
she lived and worked as a bookkeeper and payroll clerk
for three years. She then moved to Abingdon, Bngland.
She enjoys her life and work there. She works for a small,
independent recruiting agency as bookkeeper and credit
controller.
Keith enjoyed all school sports, judo and hockey. After graduation he was employed at Eriksdale Lucky Dollar for three years and learned the meat cutting hade.

Kevín, Mysie, Dave & Eileen, Keíth
three and one half in Selkirk, and the remainder in Eriksdale. He came to Briksdale in December 1966, when the

On May 10, 1986, he married Cuthy Arnfinson. They

new MTS building was built with new switching equipment in it, making Eriksdale dial new. Dave did the
maintenance on that equipment plus the microwave, in
St. Laurent and Lundar.
Dave and Eileen were married in Winnipeg in 1961.
Eileen was born in Rorketon, MB on March 30, 1941.
She lived there for a few years, then in Winnipeg, and
Thunder Bay, ON until she was ten, then the family
moved back to Rorketon. She went to school there until
she was 16. She then went to Winnipeg and took a hairdressing course and worked in va¡ious places in Winnipeg until she and Dave got married. Bileen finished her
high school by taking an equivalency test and passed
her grade 12 before her children did.
Dave and Eileen had three children, two born in Winnipeg, Mysie (1962) and Keith (1963). Kevin (1964)was
born in Selkirk, MB.

at Canada Packers until they closed. He then worked at
The Westin Hotel as the chef's meat cutter and worked
up to second cook. He also went to Red River Community College and took telecommunications, still working
at The Westin part-time. He has been employed by MTS
since May 1990. Cathy also works part-time as a home
care attendant. They have two daughters, Caileigh, born
October 31, 1990, and Rebecca, September 21,1992.
Kevin also enjoyed all school sports,judo and hockey.
Kevin worked at Eriksdale Hotel for sometime, then at
Smith Lumber before moving to Winnipeg. He married
Heather Mitchell on December 19, 1987. Heather taught
figure skating in the Interlake for many years. Kevin
works for Finmac Lumber as lumber grader and is assistant foreman for Finmac's processing division of Pe-

When Dave came to Eriksdale, there were no houses
for rent (we could not afford to buy one). We rented a
house in Clarkleigh for one year, then in Eriksdale for

rimeter Lumber. Kevin and Heather moved to Stonewall, MB in May 1993 where Heather teaches figure skating. They have four children: twins Amanda,June 13

moved to Winnipeg, where they still reside. Keith worked

561

McMILLAN
Cl¡ff & Eleanor
Eleanor, Cliff and their young family of four children
moved to Eriksdale inJune 1973. Cliff had been ordained
as a United Church minister at the May annual meeting
of the Manitoba and North Western Ontario Conference
of the United Church of Canada. He settled in the South
West Interlake Pastoral Charge and began his ministry
onJuly 1, 1973. Cliff served the three point charge of
Briksdale, Ashern and Cla¡kleigh untilJune 30, 1982.
One of the highlighs, of his ministr/, was hosting the
Manitoba and North Western Onta¡io United Church
Conference in 1978. Approximately 450 people were in
attendance. The efforts of the people in the South West
Interlake Pastoral Charge, the whole community, and
the Selkirk Presbytery made this event possible.
Cliff was involved in several community activities. He
curled regularly and coached the Mighty Mites hockey
team for two years. He, along with Frank Van DeGraff,
co-coached for one year acombined Eriksdale - Lundar
Atom Tþam. Cliff also served on the Hospital Board, the
Recreation Board and was involved with a committee to
obtain part of the School Board land as a park in the

Keith & Cathy, Heather & Kevin, David; Caileígh,
Rebecca, Amy, Mackenzie, Tabítha, Amanda
and Täbitha,June 14, 1989, Mackenzie, April 11, 1991,
and Amy, May 13, 1993. We also have a grandson in
Eriksdale, David Robert Mclntosh, bornJuly 23,1982.
Dave is the Reeve of Eriksdale Municipality as of
October 1993. He enjoys talking to people and is a very
good listener. He is also the president of the Board of
Directors at Eriksdale Credit Union, has been appointed
to the Regional Health Authority and is a member of
the Viking Lodge in Gimli. He still enjoys karate in
Arborg (black belt) when he can make it.
Dave and I have a very large garden and many flower
beds and all sorts of shrubs, ornamental hees and fruit
trees. Dave trims all the trees and hedges and I do most
of the gardening which I do so enjoy. I also enjoy cooking and baking, especially cookies for our grandchildren.
I am also an avid bird watcher and we feed the many

town.
Bleanor was involved in the church directing the choir
and playing the organ as nceded. She directed the May
Concert for several years. This was an evening of music
and acting with lots of fun. She helped organize and was
the fìrst Director of the Nursery School held in the United

Church two afternoons a week. Eleanor did some substitute teaching in music in the local school. She was involved on the planning committee to hold the fìrst Northern Interlake Festival in Fisher Branch in 1979. She and
Carol Boychuk were co-chairs of the festival when it was
held in Briksdale in 1980.
Cathy, born in Winnipeg onJuly 12, 1967 went to
grade nine in Eriksdale. She participated in figure skating, 4-H, public speaking, and CGIT. Cathy has since
obtained a BA from the University of Winnipeg, travelled extensively around the world, and will complete

birds we get all winter.

her Political Science degree at Carleton University in
1994. She hopes to work with women to improve their
conditions in one of the developing countries.
Sandra, born in Winnipeg on May 26, 1969 went to
grade seven in Briksdale. She participated in figure skating, 4-H and Public Speaking. She obtained her Educa-

tion degree in early childhood education from the Uni562

versity of Manitobain 1991. She is presently substituting
regularþ with the Winnipeg School Division. She married Brock McEwen inJuly 1994.

family. We will always cherish those years. The relationships formed during those years have become friendships which will last a life time.

MEADER
Edna lrene
I

was born in Hamilton,
ON on November2, 1927.
I was raised and educated
there, receiving my BSN.

In August 1961 I was
transferred from Cold
Lake, AB to Briksdale,
where I nursed in the Mis-

sion Hospital for three
shifts. I was there until I left

on furlough in August 1964.

I

was involved as a CGIT leader until

I left and for

awhile as an Explorer leader. It was great to be involved
in the girls' lives at that stage of their development.
I participated in the Women's Group at the United
Church and curled in the regular draw During that time
I took 8mm movies of many events in Eriksdale, including the building of the new hospital (from start to opening day ceremonies).
I had one furlough in 1964-1965 and have stayed in
Ontario since.

Cliff, Grant, Jeff; Eleanor, Sandra, Cathy
Grant, born in Winnipeg on April 14, 197L. attended
up to grade five in Eriksdale. He played hockey and was

involved with 4-H. Grant graduated with a Bachelor of
Physical Education from the University of Manitoba in
1993 and is planning on a teaching career. He enjoyed
fïve years of playing football with the U of M Bisons.
Jeff, born in Winnipeg on December 7,1972 attended

MELLEN FAMILY
I, Olga Barthow, have to truthfully say that my memories start in the year 1930 when I was four years old.
That is when I got into big trouble with the Coal-Dock.
How can I forget!
Until I went to school I was a little tom boy. There
were no girls around my age so I followed my brother,

school in Eriksdale up to grade three. He played hockey.

He is presently in his third year of Physical Education at
the University of Manitoba and will graduate in 1995.

Jeff loves running and is on the University Tiack Team.
He competed at the Canada Games in the summer of

Harry, around. One day while playing at the Coal-Dock
I almost lost my hand. We were playing with the cable
while it was moving and my hand was pulled under the
wheel. I was rushed to Winnipeg for surgery and thankfully still have my hand with only one finger missing.

1993.

The family moved back to Winnipeg inJune 1982
where Cliff became and still is the minister of

Now, on a different subject of memories of Mulvihill;
the fun times. I remember, we used to enjoy threshing
time in lzzard's field. My father Nick Mellen, would give
Mr.lzzard a bunch of old railroad ties and they would
build a big fire. What we barbecued, I have no idea.

Shaughnessy United Church. Bleanor is teaching full time

for the Winnipeg School Division at the Adolescent Parent Center, a school for teenage mothers and their babies.

Eriksdale was a great community in which to raise a
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Also, on M;ay24,Mr.lzzardwould drive into Winni
peg and come backwith fireworks, which we all enjoyed
watching at night in the school yard.
Now when I think of it, I can only remember Mr.
Izzard and Mr. Mollerson having cars. There may have
been more but I don't remember any others.
The teachers I remember are: Miss Couture, Arthur
Leach, Mr. Dyck (who was very strict) and Howard
Smith. We thought he was very handsome and I think
all the girls had a crush on him.

Nick and Helen were married on April 30, 1922. They
lived in Fairford unti[uly, then they moved to Mulvihill

and lived there until 19a0. My father moved from
Mulvihill to Beaconia in November 1941. In 1946 he
transferred to the motor car shops in Fort Rouge and
stayed there until he retired in 1961.
years old when my mother and the four of us
children moved to Winnipeg, reason being the school-

I was

ing was only'til grade eight. I went to Grades 9, 10, and
l1 in Winnipeg.
I did go back to Mulvihill during the summer holidays the following year (1941) with my younger sister,

Like other families we used to pick berries. Come end

of June

it

would be strawberries, raspberries,

chokecherries, and cranberries. One other thing that our
family picked was the wild rose petals to make rose petal
jam orjuice. I don'tthink anyone else in Mulvihill picked
rose petals. It was a slow and tedious job, because after
we picked them we had to check every petal for bugs or
webs. I haven't had rose petal jam since we left Mulvihill.

I have to admit it was very good

14

Jennie.
They had four children; three girls and one boy. Elizabeth, the first, was born in Winnipeg. Harry, Olga and
Jennie were born in Mulvihill.
My father and brother Harry a¡e both deceased. My
mother will be 90 years old this coming August 1995
and is still living in her own home in Winnipeg.
Elizabeth, a widow now, is also living in Winnipeg.
She had four children; three boys and one girl, and up
until now had nine grandchildren.
Olga (myself) and my husband have no children, are

and my mother only

used it for special baking.

Our excitement of the day was goþg to meet the train
every day at six o'clock, then going to the Post Office
and waiting for Mr. Robinson to sort the mail. I still remember that our box number was 54. In the summer,
especially on a Friday night some of the older girls that
worked in the city would come home for the weekend
and I would just love to see them in their high heels, city

retired and are also living in Winnipeg.
Jennie, the youngest, is living in California. She had
two boys and one girl. She how has five grandchildren.
I think I have written enough for now, but I must
admit I did enjoy checking into records for some of the

clothes and makeup. What a difference there is now from
those days. A person could not see any difference be-

past.

tween a country person or a city Person.
I have written about my memories and I would like
to write a bit about my parents.
My father was born in the Ukraine in 1896. He must
have come to Canada around 1914 or 1915. I know that
he was working as a laborer for the CNR in Fairford

MEREDITH
William & Meg
Arrived in Canada about 1920's from Glasgow, Scotland.
My uncle, Mr. Meredith, had served in the Boer War,
as a very young man and in WWI. In the WWII he
helped train troops at Camp Shilo. His rank in WWI
was Sergeant Major. He was with the 107th Battalion.
My aunt and uncle farmed under the Soldiers Settlement Plan on the old Weatherburn Farm, Clydebank
district, for a few years. Later they returned to
Winnipeg.My uncle played the violin and was much in

from 1916-1922.
Before he got thatjob with the CNR there were some

hard times, I guess like everyone else had at that time. I
heard stories that his father and he hacl to get by on only
stale bread and water. They would get a big sack of bread
for 25 cents if they had the 25 cents.
In 1922 Nick was promoted to Section Foreman and
moved to Mulvihill with his bride whom he had just

demand at the local dances.

married.
My mother was also born in the Ukraine in 1905. She
came to Canada when she was 15 which was in 1920.
She came to her father's farm in St. Martin. She met my
father in 1921 on Ukrainian New Years Day,January 14.
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Shops. They have two children, David andJudy.Joe and

MIKULA
Jacob & Victoria

Ruth were both deceased in the 1960's.
Gladys married Alf Drialich. They farmed and Alf
worked on the railroad and joined the army. He came

Jacob Mikula left his family behind and came on a cattle
boat to Canada in 1906 from lkakov Poland.

home after the war and worked on the railroad at
Scanterbury, Gladstone and Dauphin. They had two
children, Lorna and Lawrence. Alf passed away in 1992;
Gladys in 1993.
Edward married Roma and he joined the army. After
the war, he did some odd jobs and then worked for the
CNR. Roma ran a guest house on Wellington Crescent
for a few years. They had tr¡¡o girls, Bonnie andJanice.
Edward has passed away. Roma is in Boston, USA.
Victoria worked very hard and loved to dig seneca
root in her spare time.
Together they farmed 'til lg47; sold the farm and went
to Winnipeg withJohn and Eva. They didn't like it there,
so bought the old Phillips'house in Mulvihill; sold it and
bought the old Mead house. That house burned down
after that when Robert and Lenore Williment lived there.
Robert built a new house where John and Linda
Mackie now live.Jacob passed away in 1957.
WhenJacob first came to the farm, he traded a shotgun for an oxen. When they dug the well, they putJulia
down in the bucket and she filled the bucket up with
dirt, and they pulled the bucket up on a rope. Mulvihill

He worked in Ontario for awhile then came to Winnipeg, got jobs putting in sewers, then at a brass factory.
He built a house on Manitoba Avenue then sent for
his wife and two children at that time.
While living in Winnipeg, VictoriaSweydel did housework and laundry for the well-to-do. In the meantime,
Jacob met a man at work namedJohn Shurma who knew
Valentine Polinsky, who already had a piece of land at

Mulvihill.
He persuadedJacob to buy a piece of land too, which
you got for $10 if you broke up ten acres. The land was

NW

13-23-6W.

In

Jacob came to the farm, built a log house,
then went back to work in Winnipeg for awhile to get
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more money.
In 1913 they sold their house in Winnipeg and came
to live on the farm.

They had

10

children:

Juliamarried George Warecki. As ayoung, single man
George worked for the railroad at Fairford, MB. They
lived in Winnipeg at 1051 Alfred Avenue. George worked
for Dominion Bridge. Theyhad three boys and two girls:

was named after a surveyor.

Joe, Lucy,Julian, Wanda and Stan. George passed away
in l959,Julia in 1993.
John married Eva Solabovich. They lived in Winni-

MILJURE

peg too.John had manyjobs. Eva cooked in many places.

George & Gertrude

They had two sons, Louis and Raymond. Eva died in
1960 andJohn in 1969.
Tony died young (1918) in a freak accident with a railroad handcar in Mulvihill.
Anna and Walter died as babies.

Andrew married Connie Carpenter. Andrew, while
single, worked as a beer waiter in Altona; harvesting at
Rosser and Snowflake; on the CNR railroad and farm-

On August 9, 1898 my father George Alfred Miljure was
born to Cornelius Courtney and Rosa (nee Lefonde)
Miljure in Prince Albert, SK.
Later he immigrated to the Macross area where he
met and married my mom, Gertrude Sturgess. Together
they meagerly farmed.
Dad died in 1970 and Mom died in 1990. Dad served
in both World Wars.
My mom was born in Macross. She was one of the
ten children of George and Lavina Sturgess.
Together my parents raised seven children:
1. Lorne Alfred (1933) lives in Gibson AB with wife
Barb (Gumka) and two children, Tiacey (28) and Tammy

ing.

(25).

Joe married Ruth Carick and they lived at 389 St.
John's Avenue.Joe worked for the CNR at the Tianscona

2. Richard Archibald (1935) never married; lives in
the Friendly Villa at Eriksdale.

Mary married Leo Schmidt and they farmed at
Mulvihill. They sold the farm and bought a store from
Bob Deacon in Mulvihill. He sold it to Ben Wright. Leo
then bought a store in Winnipeg. Mary ran the store and

Leo worked for Old Dutch. Leo died in 1980; Mary in
1993.
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MILLER FAMILY
Camilla & Gertrude Miller
Robert Camilla (Kemmy) Miller was born in 1920, the
fìrst son of Rob and Ethel Miller. He had three brothers,
Mert, Angus, Mac and one sister, Kay. Kemmy grew uP
in Lily Bay district and attended Liþ Bay School. After
school days were over he worked on his father's farm
and fished on Lake Manitoba in the winter.
He served in the army from 1940 to L942.In 1942 he
married Gertrude (Gert) Brown. Their first home was in

the oldJones log house on SW 6-21-6W that still stands
(1995) on the Miller property in the Long Point area.

Val & Gertíe Miliure

Kemmy and Gert ran a mixed farm raising cattle,
sheep, pigs, chickens, turkeys, and geese. Kemmy had

Mary (1937) deceased in 1994. (See William
Saunders). She is survived by six children: Verna
(Stephen)Johnson of Lunda¡. Children: Krista of Ashern, Serena (deceased), Amber and Kelsey. Nora of Winnipeg; two children, Billy andJai. George and wife Laura
Lee of Winnipeg. Ricky of Winnipeg. Debbie and friend
Alfredo; two children,Ikis andJeff. Curtis of Briksdale.
4. Gordon William (1938) lives in Ashern; he never
3. Violet

his own sawmill. He cutand hauled sPruce and tamarack
logs which were sawed into lumber to sell'
Kemmy and Gert built a new house in 1960. In 1963
catastrophe struck with an electrical fire' The inside of
the house was gutted but was repairable.

Kemmy acted on the board of trustees at Lily Bay
School for eight years. He served as a councillor of ward
two in the RM of Eriksdale ftom L972 until his death in

married.

1982. He is buried

5. Percy Melvin (1942) killed in an automobile accident in L97l at the age of29.
6. SidneyEdgar (I9Aa) married Shirley (Burnett)farms

in Macross. They have three children;

Cemetery.
Gert acted as president of the Eriksdale Figure Skating Club for several yeals. She was a 4-H conservation

daughter Joan

leader. Gert has worked at the Lundar Motor Hotel,
Lundar Chicken Delight and the Eriksdale Havakeen
Lunch. In 1984 she moved to Fisher Branch to open CG's

(Devon). Daughter Pam (Sebrina) Matthew and Amanda'
Son Dean not married.

Then there's myself; Valerie Isabelle (1949) married Andy Mikula. We have three daughters: Cha¡lotte
(Calvin Lindell) two grandchildren, Tess (seven) and Bo
7.

cafe with her daughter Cheryl.

At present Gert is retired (when she isn't helping to
care for her grandchildren). She lives in a trailer nea¡
her famiþ in Lily Bay. In 1994 fire struck again and destroyed the trailer in which she lived'
Kemmy and Gert had ten children:
1. Cameron (1943) married Valerie Tuller. Children:
Dennis, Steven, Garry. They live in BC.

(five). Wanda married
Clive Halldorson (1994)
and lives at Siglunes. They
own and operate the fìsh

shed. Candida lives at
Lundar and works for us
at the

þne

2. Ken (1944-L972) married Vivian Lambert' Children:

Cone.

Elizabeth, Wes, Kathleen. Ken was killed in a car acci-

This story is to the best

of my recollection. All
facts and figures may or

in St. Cuthbert's Anglican Church

dent.

Violet Saunders

3. Elwood William George (Sandy) (1945-1990) mar-

ried Audrey Maclntyre' Childrcn: Dwayne, Robbie, Curtis, Donald, Sandy. Elwood was killed in a snowmobile

may not be accurate.

accident. (See Sandy Miller)'
4. Brian (1948) married BevBirtles. Children:Jeff.,Jay.

They live in Winnipeg.
S.Craig (1950) married Carolyn Price. Children:
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in the Lily Bay district of Eriksdale. Sandy attended
school at Nord, Helendale, Parkview and Lily Bay. At 16
he went to BC, fishing and did construction work. A few
years later he came back to farm with his parents, also

working

on. construction jobs.

In November 1965, he married Audrey Mclntyre
whom he met in Lunda¡, where she attended high school.
Audrey's parents were Ross and Helen Mclntyre of Cla¡kluigh.We lived in Winnipeg for a few years where we
both worked. We both enjoyed countrylife and, in 1969,
we started farming on SE 6-21-6W, a quarter of land
which his parents gave him. This land was previously
owned by Herb Preston. In subsequent years we purchased NW l-2L:7W, NE 6-21-6W, and Section 3-21-6W.
(Ramsay's).
The fìrstyears we milked cows, sold cream, then went
to mixed farming, beef cows and grain.
Sandy also commercial fished on Lake Manitoba in
the winter, did some trapping and worked off the farm,
construction and truck driving part-time.
Together we farmed and raised five sons, who all took
part in the farming operation, operating machinery from

the age of fìve. To Sandy and his sons recreation was
hunting animals and birds, or fïshing. They also loved to
go boating, water skiing on the lake which was only about

one and half miles from home. All the boys also played
hockey from age fìve. Some are still playing recreation

Four Generations
Bob, Kemmy; Joe (holding Cameron) Miller

hockey.

November 1966, Bryon Dwayne was born in Women's Pavilion, Winnipeg. He attended school in Briksdale and Lundar. September 1985, he ma¡ried Donnica
Sanford (daughter of Mavis Sanford). They have two
children, Michelle, born October 1987, and Chad, born
August 1990. They presently farm in the Lily Bay area.
February 1970, Robert Ross was born at B.M. Crowe
Hospital in Briksdale. He attended school at Briksdale
and Lunda¡. He is presently living on SB 23-22-6W, west
of Briksdale, where he purchased a home in 1994. He
worked at various construction jobs. He plans to maxry
fiance Vanessa Paterson, daughter of Dwight and Dolly
inJune 1996. Rob greatly enjoys hunting and fishing.
June 1971, Curtis William was born at E.M. Crowe
Hospital in Eriksdale. In 1990 he graduated from Eriks-

Jeremy, Ken, Tännis. They farm on the home place at

sw

6-21-6w.
6.Charlene (1951) lives and works in Winnipeg.
7.Ray (1958) lives in Eriksdale and works away.
S.Cheryl (1960) married Wayne Smith from Fisher

Branch. Children: Dwayne and Mark. They divorced
and Cheryl married Shane Eirickson from Lundar. They
have a daughter, Shelby Lynn. They live in Poplarfield.
9.Twin,Joyce (1962) married Rick Monkman. Child:
Cody.

l0.Twin,Janice (1962) married Greg Malcolm, separated, has one son Dylan Gudmundson.Joyce andJanice

both live in Lundar.

dale Collegiate. InJune 1993, he graduated from Red

Sandy & Audrey Miller

River College in Elechical Engineering. He is presentþ
employed with Motorcoach Industries in Winnipeg as
an electrical technologist. He lives in Winnipeg with
friend, Loretta Foster.

Sandy(birth name - Elwood William George)was born
in Winnipeg, November 1945, the eighth child of Robert
Camilla (Kemmy) and Gert Miller. The family farmed
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I, Donnica, was born in Ashern on August 4,

1967

and lived with my mother Mavis Sanford in a little house

in Mulvihill. In early 1970 Mavis Sanford passed away,
leaving me at the age of two and a half years alone. I

then lived with my grandfather Alfred Sanford, in
Mulvihill until the age of seven, then moved to Ashern
and lived with my mother's twin sister Mildred Sanford.
During this time I played baseball, was a Brownie, and
was in a youth group. At the age of 15, I moved back to
Eriksdale and lived with foster parents, Wayne and
Donna Kaartinen. At the age of 18 I wed Dwayne Miller.
We lived in Deerhorn for a couple of years, and played

baseball for Randy's Ready Mix. On October 5,1987
we had a daughter, Michelle Mavis, the first granddaughter for parents on both sides. In 1988 we moved back
out to Long Point.
Dwayne started working for Arnason's in 1985 as a
laborer. I worked as a waitress in the Eriksdale Hotel
restaurant, then in the sewing factory, and in the Shop
Easy until 1986. Then Michelle came along. I was a

Sandy Miller, Wayne Kaartínen; Kemmy Míller,
John Beard on a moose trip to Grand Rapids
February 1975, Sandy Gordon, born at Misericordia
Hospital in Winnipeg, graduated from Briksdale Collegiate in 1993. Presently employed with Arnason Industries Winnipeg, and also is a paxtner with his brother,
Dwayne, on the family farm where he lives.
March 1977, Donald George, born in Victoria Hospi-

home-maker until 1989, then went back to work
waitressing, quit in 1990, a week before our second child,
Chad Dwayne, wÍrs born on August 23, 1990. Michelle
was in fìgure skating for two years, and in Bible School
for the last year (1995). Michelle is now eight years old,
Chad is five years old. Dwayne is now in beef farming
and is a truck driver for Arnason Industries of Winnipeg. I now work casual at the Eriksdale Hospital in dietary aide, as cook in the Lundar Personal Care Home,

tal, Winnipeg. He graduated from Briksdale Collegiate
in 1995. He is presently employed with Robertson Inc.
(sheet metal worker).
InJanuary 1991, Sandy was tragically taken from us,
as the result of a snowmobile accident near our farm.
Audrey and the sons continued farming and in 1994,
Dwayne and SandyJr., purchased the farming operation. Audrey and the two youngest sons still reside on

house-clean one day aweek, domestic engineer, and help

Dwayne on the farm.

the home place.

Dwayne & Donnica Miller
Dwayne Miller was the oldest son of five boys of Elwood
and Audrey Miller. Dwayne was born in Winnipeg on
November 4, 1966. Dwayne went to school in Briksdale
and lived on his parents' farm L2 miles west of Eriksdale. Dwayne played hockey, and his hockey team went
to Sweden. At the age of 16 he worked in Ontario for
Sheet Metal, then in Alberta. He came back home wltert
he was just about 18 and played recreational hockey.
Dwayne helped his family on their farm.
OnJuly 14, Dwayne and I (DonnicaSanford of Ashern, originally of Mulvihill) started dating. We married

MILLS
John & Emma
John went to school in Hartfield and Eriksdale, becoming a truck driver and heavy duty mechanic. He was fìve
years in the RCAF. He was with Service Flyttg Training
School at Brandon and later at Canada Car and Foundry at Fort William in Aeronautical Inspection Division.

on September 14, 1985.
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He married Emma Forsyth in 1940 in Winnipeg. She
was educated in Eriksdale, Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate
and Normal School. She taught at Eastland, Nord and

Ashern before her marriage and later in Eriksdale for
seventeen years, retiring in 1976,
At the end of the war,John and Em returned to Eriksdale whereJohn and Roy Halldorson owned and operated Eriksdale Motors.John remained there until 1952.
He later worked for Federal Grain, Brodsky Construction, Sigfusson's and Canadian Comstock until he retired in 1976. Most of this time was spent in the north
which he loved.
Their three children grew up in Eriksdale. They have
fond memories of their young years and the people of
Eriksdale (The Berþ and the Interlake.

Joanne, Alan & Alex
Hospital. She worked a year, travelled in Burope and
then returned to University of Manitoba to complete her
Bachelor of Nursing. She married Chris Au in 1975, separating and later divorcing, after spending ten years together. In 1979 she went to McGill for graduate studies
specializing in oncological nursing and palliative care.
She taught nursing at University of Manitoba for thirteen years before moving to Sydney Australia in 1988.
She works in the beautiful, new 100 bed Sacred Heart
Hospice run by the Sisters of Charity and is Special
Projects Coordinator and Quality Improvement Coordinator. She has one son, Alexander ThylorJohn, born
March 1, 1991 with her partner Alan Lacovetsky, formerly of Winnipeg. Alan is a ceramic artist, potter and

Judy, Christopher & Terry Mills
Their first child, Terry (John Terrence) was born in
Thunder Bay in 1945. He attended United College (now
University of Winnipeg) obtaining a Science degree and
later University of Manitoba graduating with an electrical engineering degree. He worked for a number of years

as an electrical designer and later, engineer for L.P.

Williams a¡rd Assoc. and Honeywell Canada. He is now
Fire Protection Engineer for the Federal Government.
ln L974 he marriedJudith Cowan. They reside in Winnipeg with their son Christopher Allan, born March 5,
1982. They continue to be involved in sports and the
Greendell Community Center in St. Vital where Terry
currently is Vice President - Outdoor Sports, and Chris
is active playing hockey and baseball.
Arriving on Em's birthday,Joanne Mills was born in
Eriksdale on March 20, 1948. After completing high
schoolJoanne attended University of Manitoba for three
years before she received her RN from Victoria General

teacher ofthe craft.

Dawn Mills was born May 11, 1954. On completion
of high school, Dawn, determined to become neither a
teacher or nurse, became a shrdio potter in Winnipeg
(1972 - 1982) for approximately ten years, attending the
Banff School of Fine Art during this period. She later
completed a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from University of Winnipeg. She now works in the healing arts
as a teaching Reiki Master and NLP Master Practitioner.
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in Eriksdale. Mrs. Everett, who lived with them, attended
the birth.

They had taken up a homestead one mile westof The
Sidingandmoved their cottage from Briksdale to the fa¡m
in 1913 and lived there until 1946. The second son
Stanley, was born in September 1914.
Jack often worked away from home and Nellie looked
after the farm and family. She boarded the Hartfield
School teacher for many years. She raised the children
of her widowed brother,Jack, (Jean and Glenn). They
attended school atHa¡tfield and Eriksdale. She was probably the first local woman to drive a car. She and her

two sisters-in-laws, Katie and Lou, made

a

jolly trio in

the'49 Chevy.

In 1935Jack opened a cafe in the old bank building

Dawn & Steve

for a few years and was night watchman in Eriksdale for
some years. In 1946 they moved back to Manitoba House
(now only two stories) and Nellie opened a cafe. Nellie's
friendly funloving nature made her many friends at the
cafe. She was sadly missed when a train accident caused
her death in 1956.Jack had died suddenly in L947.
Stanley went to school at Hartfield and Eriksdale. He

She has a private practice combining these with a soft

form of body work, Ortho-Bionomy. On February 14,
1991 she married Steve Davis, PhD. They are partners
in NLP Manitoba, founded in 1989 to provide training
and counseling using the Neuro-Linguistic Programming

(NLP) communication/therapy model.

married Betty Renner and they lived in Winnipeg for
six years while he worked at Dominion Bridge. They
moved to Princeton, BC and Stan became a painter and
decorator. Their one son Bill, was killed in a tragic accident on the ski slopes in Vernon leaving two children.

MILLS

John & Ellen
Jack (John) Mills was born in Orange County, ON in
1873. He and his brothers, Alan, Alf,James, Curtis, and

Stan died in September 1981 and Betty, twelve years later.

Ted and their sister Lou, grew up in Poplar Point and St.
James. They came, with the exception ofJim, with their
mother,Jemima, to Eriksdale. They built the log house

MISCHKE/RUFFLES

which is the garage at Etta Lunquist's and also the house
for their mother. Each was skilled at a trade. They were
plumbers, blacksmiths, and butchers.
John was a steam engineer by trade and operated the
machinery at Gallaghors on Logan Avenue. He spent
some time with the North West Mounted Police in the
foothills around Mcleod. He also cooked for the CPR.
Nellie (Ellen) Täylor, born in 1890 was raised at Cold
Springs (half mile west and eight miles south of Eriks-

Fred & Lola Mischke
W was born at Scranton lowa, February 18, 1883,
the youngest of nine children - five girls and four boys.
Fred

Lola Susan Turner was born at Carol, Iowa, February
19, 1886, and has a twin sister Lula. There was also a¡t

older brother Ralph.
Fred and Lola were married at Minot, ND on February 5, 1908 and moved to Culbertson, Montana where
Grandpa worked at a Livery Stable. He drove the land
surveyors while they were surveying north-eastern Montana. He also drove the squatters to their land. Their land
was ma¡ked by tying a rag or rope around the wagon
wheel and the number of turns were counted'
Their first daughter, Lylla, was born while visiting
Lola's twin sister, Lula Noyes, at Henriel PO near

dale) with her brothers.Jim, George, Sam,Jack, a¡rd Tom.
She andJack were married before 1910. They were the

fìrst operators of the Manitoba House, the first hotel in
Eriksdale, where they served meals. The crew and passengers of the first train were accommodated at about
two in the morning.
Their sonJohn, was born in 1912, the first child born
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Radville, SK. Fred worked as a farm laborer at Forget,
SK before taking a homestead in 1914 at Aubury, SK.
Four more children were born including a set of twin
boys, Howard and Harold. Harold died at 3 1/2 months
in 1915. The other two were stillborn. They are buried
in the Aubury Cemetery.
Due to lack of school teachers in the Aubury area,
Grandpa moved his family to Regina, SK in 1920 where
he worked at various jobs.
In April L924,he moved his family to the Millbrook
area in MB. While living here Lylla met and ma¡ried
Percy (Tom) Ruffles on

April

18, 1928. See Ruffles srory.

Lylla Ruffles, Howard Míschke;
Lola & Fred Mischke (1939)
the instructions for her. Grandma in her younger years,

believed

in attending church every Sunday. If

there

wasn't a church of her faith, she still attended any church
in the area. I enjoyed my summer visits with Grandma
and Grandpa and enjoyed sitting in the evenings on the

Fred Míschke's barn

old car seat they had outside the door. Today I have a
car seat in my yard that I sit on and often think of the

built from stove wood in the l92Os

pleasant times

In

.

1928 the family again moved to the Deerhorn dis-

I

sat in theirs while visiting.

Grandpa passed away August 1948. Following the sale

trict. The fïrst farm was rented, then they purchased a
farm also in the Deerhorn district.
Another daughter was born but was also stillborn and
is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
While living on the second fa¡m in the Deerhorn district he built a barn and a hen house with stove length
(12 inches) sticks of wood and clay. In 1935 the family
moved again to a piggery immediately north of the E.M.
Crowe Memorial hospital at Eriksdale.
Grandpapurchased the buttermilk from the Eriksdale
Creamery to feed his pigs. In the busy times there would
be as many as four or five loads a day. The Creamery
would blow a whistle to let him know that a load of buttermilk was ready for pick-up. This was hauled by a team

of the fa¡m Grandma moved to Winnipeg where she
lived with her daughter and then her son until she passed
awayJuly 13, 1951. They are both buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

Howard was the first resident of the area to join the
army during WWII. All his service was in Canada. He
was married three times and had a son by two of his
wives, Freddie and Kenny. He eventually settled in Victoria, BC and passed away in February 1983.

Percy & Lylla Ruffles
Percy Edward (To*) was born in Erinview,

July

13, 1894

the youngest son of Philip and Louisa (Brown) Ruffles.

The family moved to the Isbister area in the RM of
in 1898, and then moved to the Millbrook
district in 1899 This property remained in the Ruffles
family until 1952.
Dad enjoyed horses and drove a four team hitch of

of horses.
Grandma did a lot of crocheting, knitting, tatting and
embroidery work. She even continued crocheting and
knitting after she lost her eye sight. Grandpa would read

Springfìeld
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horses while working the land.

for two years, There were crop failures for these two years

On April 18, 1928 he married Lylla Mischke in
Dugald, MB. He took his bride to the Deerhorn area
where they farmed for 13 years. During the winter
months he cut cord wood which he sold in the village of

and they moved to Winnipeg.

Dadgotajob atthe

St. Boniface Grain andFeed Com-

pany loading boxcars with 100 and 200 pound bags of
grain which he carried on his shoulder. He started working at 45 cents an hour, ten hours a day. He did this until

Eriksdale with several cords being sold at the Creamery.

December, 1957 when the company closed.
He then did grounds keeping at the Brookside Memorials for a few years. In his retirement he enjoyed berry
picking, gardening (especially flowers), hooking rugs,
playing cards and visiting with many acquaintances. He
still enjoyed playing cribbage into his 95th year and had
no trouble adding up his hand.
Mum enjoyed berry picking, gardening, crocheting
and various crafts. Unfortunately she has had to give up
several activities due to eye failure. She still lives in her
own suite with help.
Dad passed away May 13, 1993 at 98 years and ten
months. A long life, full of ups and downs, which he
enjoyed to the fullest and took in his stride. He is buried
in the Millbrook Cemetery.
Phyllis'main interests a¡e her husband, and children,
especially her grandchildren. She is currently (1995) Secretary and DistrictDirector of the ManitobaAssociation
of Agricultural Society. Director ofBaking and PastPresi-

dent of Springfield Agricultural Society. Various positions
in the Rossmere Community Club. Evaluator of Fairs
across MB. Crafts, crocheting, sewing, baking and espe-

Percy & Lylla; Phyllís, Harry & Dallys Ruffles

cially the Art of Eating.

(19391

She has been a 4-H leader, Sunday School teacher
and a member of the church boa¡d and UCW. Her time

Tom and Lylla have five children:

in the past twenty years was spent helping senior family
members through their last years.

Dallys (Joseph) Leduc, born May 8, 1933, lives in
MooseJaw, SK, where her husband is retired.
Phyllis (John) Cook, born February 26, 1936,lives in
the Dugald area on the farmJohn took her to as his bride.
It is now being farmed by their eldest son Bdward.John
and Phyllis have four children:
Edward is on the family farm.
Agnes (Larry) Giesbrecht live in Winnipeg. They have

t

two children, Ryan and Caitlin.
Harvey married Heather Glemen, lives in Coalhurst,

AB and is a trucker.
George lives in Dugald, MB and is also a trucker.
Mum and Dad also had three sons: Philip, Edward
and Harry who all died in infancy and are buried in the

60th Anniversary
Joe & Dallys Luduc, Phyllís & John Cook;
Mike Ruffles, Pe.rcy & Lylla, Sarah Houston

Eriksdale Cemetery.
In 1941 due to hard times, Mum and Dad pulled up
stakes and moved back to the Ruffles'farm in Millbrook
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Dallys has lived in Saskatchewan, Q¡rebec, Alberta,
Manitoba, Germany and New Brunswick, where her
husband has been stationed with the Royal Canadian
Air Force. We still enjoy travelling and usually take at
least a couple of trips every year besides the trips back
to Winnipeg.

I enjoy

Margaret and Hendrick operated a mixed farm. They
raised two children;Joan born in l9B2 and Albert born

in 1933.(See Albert and Lorna Moman). Both their children attended Hartfield School.
Joan went on to Eriksdale High School. She later
worked in the Eriksdale Hospital for a time and she is
also a very talented artist.
Joan married George Deverill and they raised a family of five children. They are: Leslie, David, Theresa,
Sharon, and Kimberly. They live in Edmonton, AB.
Margaret Moman also lives near her daughter,Joan,
in Edmonton. Sadly, Hendrick died inJune lgg0.

several kinds of crafts, especially sewing and

quilting. I have been involved with curling for 40 years
and am now into lawn bowling; am curently (lgg5) the
Provincial President of the Saskatchwan Lawn Bowling
Association. I am also the Convener of the Funeral Teas
for the Royal Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliary.

Our family was happiest when busy.

Albert & Lorna Moman
In

1956 Albert left home to work for Griffith Brothers
Diamond Drilling Company. Albert and Lorna were
married May 9, 1958. Lorna Bobier was born July B,
1938 to Linnea and Richard Bobier, at the first Eriksdale Hospital. We lived in the Nord district where I
(Lorna) grew up and attended the Nord School.
In 1956 I found employment in the CPR Royal
Alexandra Hotel in Winnipeg. I worked there for four
years. Later I took a cosmetology course and found employment as a hairdresser in the Hollywood Beauty Sa-

MOMAN FAMILY
Hendrick & Margaret Moman
Hendrick was born in 1905 in Holland where he grew
up. In the spring of 1924 he and his brother, Walter,
decided to come to Canada. On arriving they worked
on fa¡ms in Alberta and did other odd jobs to make a
living. At the same time they were scouting around for a
suitable place to make a home.
The family back home in Holland were eagerly waiting to hear from them so they, too, could come to
Canada. It was two years before the boys found that
place, Picnic Ridge, ten miles west of Ashern. In March
1926 receiving word of the new home, Hendrick's parents, their son Bert and their daughterJennie, packed
up and headed for Canada and settled at Picnic Ridge.

lon which

w¿ìs

on the west side of the Hudson Bay Store

in Winnipeg.
In 196l we purchased a three quarter section farm
which was located in the Nord district. The quarter section with the buildings on it was NE 28-22-6W.It had
been the homestead of the Eric Erickson family, from
whom we bought the land.
We lived in the old log house that was built by the
pioneers. All the logs and lumber were hand hewn. I
kept an old broad axe that was on the farm. I believe it
may have been the one used to hew the lumber. There
were doors in the house, the stair case, the roof, the upstairs floor that were all made from ha¡rd hewn lumber.
The house had only four rooms, two downstairs and two

Later Hendrick Moman married Margaret Arnold.
She was born in Bngland in 1905 and had come to
Canada with her parents, Albert and Sarah Arnold in
1907.

Albert and Sarah Arnold settled on a homestead in
the Hartfield district of Eriksdale, on section NW 6-225W. After farming in that region for awhile, they decided

upstairs.

to move to Picnic fudge. They farmed there for a few
years but eventually moved back to their homestead in
the Hartfield district. They operated a mixed farm there
until retiring.
Margaret and Hendrick farmed at Picnic Ridge until
1936 when also bought a quarter section of land right at
the Hartfield corner. It was section number NE 36-216W which was two miles west of Eriksdale. The previ-

We used a wood cook stove for cooking and a wood
box stove to heat the house. There was no running water or bathroom facilities but being young we enjoyed
the challenge and did not consider any of this a hardship at the time. We built a ba¡n and other smaller buildings too. Our farming was mostly beef cattle.
In September 1962 Alberta Rae was born and it was
a very h"ppy time. Then inJanuary 1965 NobleeJayne
arrived on a very frosty day. The cold did not spoil the

ous owners of this farm were the Andy Neely family.
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They also have two daughters,Jennine Coralea, born
October 1986, and Chelsea Dawn, bornJune 1988.
Noblee now works in Winnipeg at the Deer Lodge

joy we felf having another girl.
Along with the joy of children, we began to notice
the lack of spare closets and facilities in the old log house.

We

will always have many good memories of our first

Hospital.

Our son Dallas,

home.

now a young man of

16 (1995) and

is taking grade 11 at the Briksdale Collegiate.

Albert's
mother Margaret Moman. We pulled up stakes at Nord
and moved back to the farm at Hartfield where Albert
was raised. That all sounds pretty simple, but it really
was not. With two small girls, we had to move a whole
farm setting. We built a house, made corrals' fenced, plus
moved all the small buildings as well. We chased the

In

is

1967 we purchased the Moman farm from

As for Albert and I, 37 years later (1995), needless to
say we have slowed down a bit. But we still operate a
beef farm, and grow some grain for our own feed. Along

with the better equipment and a young son to help, it
certainly helps us on the farm.
Farm life was very ha¡d work and one of the regrets I
have was of our being so busy. We always feltwe did not
have enough time to spend with our daughters as they
grew up. Those years went by so fast.

herd of cattle eight miles on foot to get them to our new
place. Then we bought a barn at an auction sale, hauled
it in and made a cement floor and foundation to place it
on. We used it to live in while we built our house.
It was a place to put our daughters to bed at night,
while we continued to build late at night on the house.

MUENCHOW FAMILY

We could not afford to hire anyone to help, but my
brother Russell helped us with some of the building at
times. In two months time we had the house to the point

Otto & Ursula Muenchow
Otto Muenchow was born in East Germany on April 19,
1928. He met his wife Ursula B.F. Simson on a government farm where she was working. They were married
October 8, 1949 in East Germany. At the time he was
working for the blacksmith of the town. Ursula was born
June 25, 1931 in Finnow, East Germany. Because there

where we could move in.
Life was very hectic for awhile. We hayed 15 to 18
miles from home and Albert had to haul all the hay as
well as take the little crop off. Somehow we make it and
life fell into a normal pattern.
Both the children, Alberta and Noblee, went to Eriks-

was little to no farm land to be bought, Otto trained to
be a butcher in Bast Germany. What Otto wanted most
was to be able to fa¡m. So in 1957 we escaped to West

dale Collegiate.
In August 1979 our son Dallas Lindsay was born. Our
daughters were as ecstatic as we were. A baby brother at
last. The minute he moved in his crib there were three
people who arrived at his crib at the same time, Alberta,

Germany by train through the Berlin Wall. We immigrated to Montreal, Canada,June 15, 1958 on the Arosa
Star. We journeyed by train to Winnipeg with no knowl-

edge of the English language. In 1960 we moved to
Garson, MB. In 1962 we bought land in the RM of Eriksdale where we established a mixed farming operation.

Noblee and myself. He really thrived on all the attention. The girls were a reaþ great help in caring for their
little brother, and also gave us much needed help with
the fa¡m as well. But all too soon they left to start life for

We still reside on SW-28-22-5W, one of our original

themselves.

pieces of land which is on Mogey's road.

Alberta worked at CIBC in Lundar until she married
Bernard Stoneham of Asher¡r. She latet worked at CIBC
in Stonewall. They bought a house and settled in the
Warren district. They have two daughters, Lisa Marie,
born November 1981 and Renee Lynnete, born Septem-

Otto and Ursula were blessed with three children;
Hans, Christel and Wilhelm. They all reside in the RM
of Eriksdale. Somewhere along the way, after coming to
Canada, our name was changed to Muenchow by the
Federal Government of Canada.
In 1993 we had our first contact with our family in
Germany by phone because of the Berlin Wall collapse'

ber

1987.

Noblee trained as a nurse's aide in Eriksdale Hospital. She found employment in the Lundar Personal Care
Home. She ma¡ried Shane Elliot of Selkirk, MB' They
bought a home in the town of Grosse Isle, MB. She then

Hans & Carolyn Muenchow
born in Bochum, Germany onJanuary 15, 1950
and came to Canada in 1959. Hans has lived in the Eriks-

Hans

worked at the Rosewood Care Home in Stonewall.
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wa.s

dale area since he moved to Canada with his parents

loves his deer and moose hunting. When he left, he
worked in the nickel mines in 1970. He then moved to
Winnipeg where he worked in the landscaping business
'til his return to the area. Hans has worked at carpentry
with Lindell Construction and tin smithingwith Marand

and siblings in 1959.
Carolyn Rawluk took her schooling in Eriksdale, first
the old three room school house, then moving across
the school yard to the new school (now the school ad-

ministration building) and finishing in the new high
school building across town, finally graduating in 1980,
with her baby brother. July 13, 1968 Carolyn married
Peter Osterbeck and lived in Winnipeg where they had
two beautiful girls - Angela Dawn, born December 11,
1972 and Cherie Lynn, bornJune 3, 1976. In the fall of
1979 Carolyn returned to Eriksdale.

Enterprises. He now owns and operates Artemis
Outfitting and Guiding Services. In the spring of 1994
Hans took a taxidermy course at the Canadian College
of Tlxidermyin McCreary, MB and has now sta¡ted his
own business, Interlake Täxidermy, at the fa¡m north of
Eriksdale.
Angela Osterbeck went to school in Winnipeg, Kenora
and Briksdale graduating in 1990. She worked at Ashern Lumber from 1990 until 1992. She then worked at
Briksdale Credit Union from 1992 until 1994 when she
moved with her spouse, Adrian Graca, whom she met
when he moved here from Argentina. Together they had
bought McFayden's house in town and now they are
living and working in Mississauga, ON. Angela was active in 4-H and loves animals very much.
Cherie Osterbeck went to school in Kenora and Eriksdale where she graduated in 1994. She worked atJean's
Restaurant in Ashern after graduating. She hopes to further her education and is presently living in Winnipeg.
Cherie was involved in 4-H where she went on a trip to
Churchill, MB and also one to Newfoundland a¡rd was
also involved in peer counselling.
Robert Muenchow is presently taking his grade six in
Briksdale. He is involved in 4-H. He loves the outdoors
and has a vivid imagination so he should go far.
This is our story until the spring of 1995!
Letus notforgetMary andJim Hiddlestone who lived
in the area, first on the farm south of town that the
Rawluks bought, and then in town in the house at #5 First Sheet North where he passed away in 1955. Affectionately known as Grandma and Grandpa. Grandpa
worked building on steel bridges across Manitoba and
Winnipeg. After Grandpa passed away Grandma moved
to Winnipeg where she passed away in 1965. Previous
to their moving to the area they had two boys whom
they had lost in early life.

September of 1980 Carolyn metHans Muenchow and

they moved to Longbow Lake just east of Kenora, ON
where they worked at a tourist resort. In the fall of 1982
they moved back to Eriksdale to mink farm just north of
town.

March 17, 1983 Carolyn and Hans had a son, Robert
Hans Otto Dmytro, born in Ashern. February 14, L987
Carolyn and Hans were married in their home amidst
family and friends.
June 12, 1986 the family lost their home in a house
fìre along with a 160 foot breeding shed, their best breeding stock and all the young mink. Due to this loss and
the decline in fur prices, they went out of mink. With the
help of family and friends they rebuilt their home. Later,
the remaining mink sheds were recycled into a large barn
and they gradually went into sheep.
On May 10, 1988 the Bíg Bush Fire of the Interlake
raged through tJ¡.e 3/4 sections of the farm, but thanks to
the fire department, friends a¡rd other volunteers, who
spent the night back-firing, the farm yard and buildings
were saved.

In March 26, 1992 a second house was lost in

a fìre,

but not giving up, the house was once again rebuilt with
help from family and friends. Due to perseverance we
are still here.

Carolyn worked in Winnipeg at Manitoba Pool Elevators before starting her family and on moving out to
Eriksdale, at various jobs in the restaurant business. She
is now employed at the E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital
and Personal Care Home in Eriksdale in housekeeping
and dietary. She enjoys her work along-side her work as
home maker, mother and her gardening. She loves her
family dearly.
Hans has trapped the area north-west of Briksdale
since he came here. He has, also, trapped through the
Mantago Lake area as far north as Anama Bay. He also

Willie & Marilyn Muenchow
Willie was born in Winnipeg on March 21, L959,to Otto
and Ursula Muenchow as Wilhelm Robert Muenchow
He came to Eriksdale in the spring of 1962 with his parents, brother Hans, and sister Christel. They settled on a

farm on Mogey's Road; SW 2B-22-5W. He attended
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Eriksdale Collegiate. On September 18, 1982, Willie
married MarilynJune Gertrude Derksen of Winnipeg at
the Eriksdale United Church. They settled on the family
farm. Willie and Marilyn have three children; Catherine
(Cathie) Marilyn who was born on September 2, 1983 in
Winnipcg; William (Billy) Robertwho was born on August 30, 1986 in Winnipeg; andJacquelineJune who was
born on Ma¡ch 8, 1989 in Winnipeg. Cathy, Billy, and

n ot

Jacqueline all attend Eriksdale Collegiate.

THE MURPHY FAM¡LY
George & Grace Murphy
George Bruce Murphy was born in Renfrew County,
ON, 1884. He moved to Saskatchewan in 1893.
Grace Robena Davies was born at Lake Francis in
1889. When she was six years old her parents moved to
the St. Lazarc Municipality.
George and Grace were married in a double wedding ceremony with her sister, Blizabeth Davies, andJack
Macleod on November 18, 1908. The weddingwas held

E

Grace Davíes

George Murphy
Davies would try and come for

a

a

few days to help mother.

There was no doctor near most of the years we were
there, so Mother and Dad tried to take care of us through
our sick times, too. One year we all had diphtheria and
we managed to get the doctor. He gave Mother the toxin
although she had already had the disease and was almost better. The medicine gave her the diphtheria over
again and she had problems for the rest of her life as a

in their parent's home near Harmona, SK in the
Qu'Appelle Valley.

It was a log house with a sod and grass roof. Mother
told us about once when a snake dropped out of the roof
on to the floor between the beds. Her sister grabbed the
kettle of hot water and poured it onto the snake. It
thrashed about on the floor until they managed to get it
out of the door. As the floor was bare boards they could
smell the snake, whenever they washed it afterwards.
After the wedding, Dad and Mother drove home to
their one-room log shack on the top of the valley hills
about four miles northeast of Welby, SK. The land was
really sandy and the sand would cut the grain off in long
strips with the wind. There were years that they got very

result. We managed to catch the flu, measles, etc. whenever they planned on going to see Grandmother, go to a

picnic or to the Christmas concert, so Mother had to
stay home even if some of us were able to go.
Cattle had free range, so after walking three miles to
and from school, we often had to walk some more miles
to find them before milking time. As the school was three
miles across open prairie we only went in the summer.
My brother, Ray was sick all summer in 1911. Dr.
Munroe kept him in Welwyn, SK at Grandma and
Grandpa Davies. Mother or Dad stayed with them, so
things suffered on the farm until Dad decided he had to

little more grain than they planted. We always had a good
garden. Mother canned many vegetables and we tried
to pick saskatoons, cranberries and sometimes we got
some wild strawberries. Dad managed to buy the quar-

take Ray home no matter what happened, even though
we had been called to come at once several times during

ter across the road and bought a lumber house with a
small upstairs which he moved several miles to the new
quarter as there were some trees on the new land. We
moved there in 1918. There were six in our family by
then: Annie (myself), Ray, William (Willie), Alice, Fred
and Barbara. They had lived on the homestead for ten

the summer, as the doctor felt he was going to die. Ray
always seemed to respond to Dad's presence. It was harvesting time and Dad had to cut the grain.
When my brother, John was born October 10, Dr.
Munroe came to care for mother. He could not recog-

years.

nize the little brown India.n running around as the pale

Whenever a new baby arrived Grandma (Annie)
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faced little fellow he had taken care of during the summer, who had been unable to run around and sat in a
chair outside at times. I believe loneliness for loved ones
can cause sickness and he missed the tribe at home.
Margaret and George were born there, too.

I remember once when Dad had taken a load of grain
to Spy Hill. He had been real late in leaving home on
his 24 mile trip and would not be home until near morn-

'l
a

1

t,r

ing. My brother, Bill took sick with the croup. Mother
and I did not think he was going to live until Dad would
get home. Mother found a recipe in her old White House
cookbook for croup. You mixed alum with white sugar
or beaten egg white and carefully gave it to the sick per-

\ù'

son to cut the phlegm. It helped to clear his throat so he
was much better by the time Dad arrived home.

The fall of L926 Dad managed to buy a quarter of
land near Spy Hill. We were able to move into a house
for the winter on Mother and Dad's lSth wedding anni-

Margaret, Annie, Barbara, Alíce, John, Bilt, Fred,
Ray; Audrey, Grace & George, Lawrence, Glen,
George (1937)

versary. We stayed there while Dad got the house moved
from near Welby to the new farm. We had to move into

RayJames born March 3, 1911 of Bellingham, Wash-

it while it was still on the skids as others needed the house
we were in. That spring some of us older members started

ington.

out to work. Glenn and Lawrence were born there.
I left home and was marriedJun e 24, IgSl to William
George Langton Gurney. Our first daughterJune Grace
Mary Gurney was bornJune 30, 1932 and my sister
Audrey was born in August, finishing Mother and Dad's
family.

dale.

William George (Bill) born Febtuary27,lgl3 of EriksAlice Grace (Kingdon - Ferguson) born October 18,
3, 1981
Fredrick Charles bornJuly 11, 1916 of Winnipeg.
Deceased -January 12, 1990.
1914 of Penticton, BC. Deceased - August

Barbara Leona (Burke) born June

Because of the dry years during the 1930's Dad and a

i8, 1918 of

Penticton, BC.

neighbor Mr. Dale left for the Riding Mountains in search
of farm land. They found land in the Interlake district of
Manitoba, where Dad decided to move the cattle, because there was hay (instead of hauling the hay to Saskatchewan). In the fall of 1937 he bought a small farm

John Donald born October 10, 1920 of Moosomin,
SK. Deceased -June 23, 1991.
Margaret Susan Blanche (Parkes) born September 24,
1922 of Oatfield, MB.
George Robert born September 5, Lg24 of Eriksdale.
Glenn Edwin born November 3, 1926 of Gladstone,
MB.
Lawrence Bruce born May 8, lg29 of Ste. Annes.
Audrey Erleen, born August 23, L932 of Winnipeg.
The years have held their joys and sorrows for us all
as well as others. Mother and Dad farmed at Oatfield
until ill health forced them to move into Eriksdale. Dad

near Oatfield and drove our cattle and his own over 300

miles. The furniture, etc. was all loaded on hay racks.
Langton, Fred and Helen (his wife of a day) and my sister Margaret helped. It took 17 days. The following spring
Dad bought another farm.

As time passed other members of the family were
married and went their own way. At one time there were
six farms in the Oatfield district with members of the
Murphy family on them counting my sister Margaret and

April 1967 a¡rd MomJuly 1967.
OurJourney by Margaret Parkes.
Wednesday, September 29, 1937 we packed our

passed away

myself.
George and Grace Murphy raised a family of twelve,
seven boys and five girls:

clothes, a few treasures and a few days' supply offood.

Thursday afternoon we started on our journey from
Spy Hill, SK to a new home near Oatfield, MB. Leading
the way was brotherJohn, who was to accompany us for

Annie Bell (Gurney) born August 12, 1909 of Eriksdale.
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awhile. He had a load of hay with three horses tied on
the back of the rack. Next came the cattle followed by
Dad's team with a load of furniture.
On the next wagon was proud brother Fred with his
wife, Helen, by his side. Bride of the day. What a honey-

Sunday morningwe milked the cows and had breakfast. Our next stop was Shoal Lake where we stopped

moonl

The driver's façe sure got red, then we laughed and he

All went fìne and we reached our first town of Welby
OK! Langton Gurney, my brother-in-law, and myself
were driving the cattle with our faithful dog, Bob.
Langton and Dad stopped at the store, then had to hurry

let us stand on his stone boat to water the horses. These
were the first mules I had seen. We traveled on until

and watered the cattle and horses.
My sister-in-law, Helen, was riding on the lead load
and she yelled at me to look at the jack asses (mules).

dark, then stopped for the night.
Monday, we passed Strathclair and stopped near some
old buildings to make fire for dinner. Brother Ray, sister, Barbara and Annie with her family caught up to us
with the car. Ray had his girlfriend, Edison Woods, with
them. We all had dinner together, then the car went on

to catch up.
When we had travelled two miles on from Welby, the
horses tied to John's rack began to pull and broke the
back off the rack. When the rack was fìxed we havelled
on to a ravine where we stopped and made a fire. After
supper we milked the cows, then made our beds on the

ahead. We sta¡ted on, but it was raining so we stopped at
a farm. The people took us in for the night. This wasJim
Robinson's farm. They were very kind and we sure appreciated the use of their corrals for the horses and cat-

ground.

Our fìrst night out and what

a night for me. Dad and

Fred tied the horses to some trees near our beds. In the
nightthe horses sta¡ted to fight. Did we get scared! Helen
jumped on top of Fred, I jumped out of bed and ran
towards the fire, tumbled over the milk pails and woke
everyone up. What a laugh they had! I crawled back in

tle.

bed and stayed for the rest of the night. In the morning

own. From there we travelled to a small dragman's shack

two horses were loose. We milked some of the cows, had
breakfast, then started for our next town of Laaa;re.
Bverything went fine and we reached Lazare. Langton

along the highway. On the wall was a sign Dew Drop
Inn. Here we stopped for the night.
Thursday morning Dad traded the milk for a bag of
oats. Next we passed Neepawa and stopped at a vacant
house and ba¡n west of Franklin.
Friday we travelled through Franklin where we got
some more horses shod at a little blacksmith shop, then
traveled on'til dark.
Saturday Langton traded the milk to a farmer for more
oats. We passed Gladstone and stopped for the night.

Tuesday it snowed and rained all day, so we stayed
until Wednesday. We went on to New Dale where we
got three horses shod. We had dinner withJim's father.
He was 97 years old and could still get around on his

took the can of cream to the creamery. Fred waited with
the team.

The rest of us journeyed on to the top of the hill. Dad
went back to help Fred as his load was heavy. The hill
was very steep. The reach and shoulder of the bunk
broke, We had to unload and buy a new piece for the
wagon, then started on a short distance and camped near

We made a fìre and just started supPer when a large car
carne up and stopped. Out stepped a policeman and told
us to move the loads off the road, as they were liable to

some bush for the night.

Our third day we sta¡ted as soon as it was light and
hoped to go as far as we could before dark. We started
down the hill at Birtle. It was hard to hold the horses in
on the steep grade. A car tried passing Fred's team when
the bolster on his wagon broke so we had to stop again.
Dad said they would be stopped a long time so Helen
and I decided to look the town over.
My mother's sister, Mrs. Fred King, lived there so we

câuse an accident because it was Saturday. Fred held a

lantern while Dad and Langton moved the loads into a
fìeld.
Sunday we passed Westbourne where we saw the Indians' camping grounds and many families. We camped
at a farm north west of Westbourne. The people were
very kind. Helen asked Fred to put uP the tent, but as it
was nice out, he said we could sleep on the ground' In
the night it rained and our blankets got wet. Did we tell

went to visit them. This was my first visit here arid I enjoyed it very much. When the wagon was ready we
traveled on to a farm home were my sister Barbara
worked. We stopped andhad tea. Thatnightwe camped
in Burdette School where it was dry and warm.

Fred off!
On Monday they told us we were in TB municipality
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and could not go by the highway with the cattle. Dad

the pump and get some. Then he went across the road
and they gave him a nice pie for dinner. This was the
home ofJack and Mary Ross. It was cold and snowing.
At 4:30 we arrived home. Barbara had gone to the
neighbor's for milk so did not see us come. Langton was
glad to join his wife and family. As for the rest of us, we
were glad to be at our journey's end.

and Langton took the cattle across country. Fred, Helen
and I took the teams and went by the highway with the
loads. It was cold and snowing. Next we stopped at
MacDonald where we got the last horses shod. Helen
and I went to a house and had dinner. We were soon on

the road again. When we came to the MacDonald cutoff, we asked about the road. Some people told us it was

Langton & Annie Gurney

good and would cut off a number of miles. So we went
on. It had rained and we had to double up the teams to
get the loads through. Helen took sick so we rolled her
in the blankets and kept going until dark. Then we
stopped at a vacant barn and fed the horses and went to
bed in cold, wet blankets. It was snowing and the wind
was very strong. At the head of our beds was a large box
used for oats. The mice and rats ran and squealed all
night. Not too much sleep for me. I sure was glad when

William George Langton Gurney was born on September 3, 1904 to William Bertie Langton Gurney and Mary
Ann Caroline (Bonham) Gurney in Täntallon, NWT
(now Täntallon, SK).

I, Annie Bell Murphy, was born August 12, 1909 to
George Bruce Murphy and Grace Robena (Davies)
Murphy.
Langton and I marriedJune 24, L93I at the Anglican
Mission Church in Welwyn, SK. After our marriage we
lived in Bear Creek, SK.
Langton and I with our three children,June (1932),

morning came and we started again.
We hoped to reach Poplar Point by night, but when
darkness came we had to look for a spot to camp. We
saw a womarr opening a gate so Fred asked if we could

Alan (1934) and Shirley (1935) moved from the
Q;r'Appelle Valley, SK in 1937 to the Eriksdale district.
The drought in Saskatchewan had prompted the move.
Dad Murphy had made a trip to Manitoba hoping to
fìnd a place to winter cattle and buy feed. When he was
able to buy a farm near Oatfìeld for only $tOO lNn ZZ-

stop there, but she shouted at us to get out so we went on

a short distance. A farmer took us in. They were very
kind. We always tried to get the loads off the main roads.
Next morning we travelled through Poplar Point and
stopped along the highway. My brother Ray and Edison
stopped on their way back to Spy Hill. They told us the
road ahead was very bad so we started on another road.
Ray went to fìnd Dad and caught up to us at just about
da¡k.
Next morning we started across to where Langton was
with the cattle. We passed Marquette, watered the horses
for the night and went to bed.
Next day we passed Raebourne. As we came to a
school, Dad asked some boys if they had seen the cattle.

7W), hopes were raised. Now Langton and I hoped that
we, too, might find a place of our own. Plans soon devel-

oped to make this a permanent move. Although it was

already October, the families set off for Manitoba;
Langton walking with those who drove the cattle and
teams of horses; myself and the children travelling by
car. Rain, snowstorms and mud plagued our seventeen
day trek.

Our family lived with Dad Murphy on the Clauson
Place that winter, and continued on there when Dad
moved to his second farm (NE 27-22-7W). Leanore (1938)
and Peter (1940) were born while we were there.
In 1940, we rented the Caunt Place about fïve miles

They told us the cattle had gone by so we hurried on
and soon found Langton and the cows. Langton had a
pail of red tomatoes someone had given him, so we had
them for dinner. That night we passed St. Laurent and
stopped, not far from Oak Point.
Next morning we passed a herd of goats and we took
some pictures. One goat stood on it's hind legs and put
its front legs on Fred's shoulders. That night we camped

in

Timothy was
born. During the three years spent there, Langton's
health was deteriorating. Besides stomach problems,
rheumatoid arthritis was making it hard for him to get
a¡ound. Sometimes in the mornings, I had to turn him
over and help him get up.
Winters could be very difficult. The water supply was
very poor - only a few pails each day. Even that had to
be gotten by chopping a hole in the ice in the well and
southeast of Eriksdale and there

about three miles south of Briksdale. This was to be our
future town.
The next morning, we passed Eriksdale and hoped to
soon be home. When we stopped for dinner, Dad asked
a lady if he could have some water. She told him to go to
579

1941,

By means of correspondence and by working out, most

of the children got their high school education. Shirley
and Leanore boarded with Dr. and Mrs. Steenson in
Ashern and attended Ashern High School. Tim attended
Briksdale High School for one year.

by Elsie Kíesman
Hill, SK onJune 30, 1932 and
married Herbert Charles Ives and continues to reside in

June was born near Spy

the a¡ea. (See Ives history)
Alan Murray Langton was bom February 5, 1934 near
Bear Creek, SKand moved to Briksdale as ayoung child.

He later moved with his parents to the Oatfìeld area.
Alan married Susan Zachaias. Theyhave four children:
Quentin, Wanda, Wendy, and Sterling. They presently
reside in Winnipeg.
Shirley Anne Ruth was born December 20, 1935 near
Bear Creek, SK and moved to Eriksdale in 1937. She
attended South Head School taking grades 1-8, then took
two years of correspondence before completing grades
1l and 12 in Ashern. She boarded with Dr. and Mrs.

Shirley, Peter, Lenore, Allan, Langton, Anníe,
Timothy, June Gurney
drawingwaterup with apail. We also melted snow. Some
days Langton had to drive cows amile to the neighbor's
for water. There were times when he was plunging in

Gordon Steenson when she lived in Ashern. Between
1955 and 1963, she attended Teacher's College in Winnipeg, then taught at various schools in southern Mani-

snow up to his armpits to break trail for the cattle. Houses

were heated with wood. Families survived on garden
produce, their own eggs and meat, milking a few cows
and selling cream. Times were hard and many people
around Eriksdale lost their farms.

toba until she decided to take the General Christian Education course at Central Pentecostal College in Saskatoon

SK. She then went to Rossburn to teach and met her
future husband in the fall of 1963. Due to a strangebylaw in Rossburn, SD, she was required to submit her

When we left the Caunt Place, Langton was no longer
able to work and the family was relatively homeless. We
moved backto the Clausen Place ownedbyDad Murphy
for one year and in 1944 moved to the Alldritt place,
one mile east of Oatfield (SW l-23-7W).
Langton had taken some chiropractor treatments in
Winnipeg that seemed to help but we could not afford

resignation from her teaching position when she decided

to get married. She never returned to teaching as a ca-

reer but taught Sunday School throughout the years.
Shirley married Alexander Ternovetsky onJuly 3, 1964
in Eriksdale. They have four children: Kevin, Priscilla,

to continue. Since he was pretty well crippled, Dr.
Paulson wanted to send him to Winnipeg and turn the

Kent and Geoffrey.
Albert Peter Gordon was born in Briksdale on Febru-

family over to welfare. We were now in a different municipality which at first refused to help. Fortunately the

ary 19, 1940. He married Linda Thorburn. They have
two sons, Lloyd and tent. They live in Narcisse, MB.
Timothy William George was born in Eriksdale on
August 18, 1941. He married Marlien Schwartz and they
moved to Winnipeg. They have two children, Beverley
and Michael. Tim passed away on March 23, 1991.
by Leanore (Gurney) Kníght
I, Leanore Bva Belle (Gurney) Knight was born in EriksdaleJuly 17, 1938 to Langton and Annie Gurney, the
fourth of six children.
I attended South Head School, grade 1 - 8, tookgrade
9 and 10 by correspondence, and grade 11 and 12 in
Ashern, boarding with Dr. and Mrs. Steenson. South

i

Briksdale Council, through Dad Murph/r gave us $15 a
month that helped us to survive. We eventuaþ got welfare and bought the farm for $lOO at $10 a month.
Chiropractor treatments were not financed through
welfare, so Langton had to go to St. Boniface Hospital in
Winnipeg. There, he was kept in bed all the time. They
could not stop the advancement of the pain and paralysis so they sent him home. On the way home he contacted the flu so went to bed and was never able to get
up again. He was bedridden for 33 years.
At one time all six children were attending South Head
School. Then bothJune and Alan quit to help at home.
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Head School often had too few children to warrant a
teacher, usually a permit teacher from October toJune.
From 1944 to 1952 the teachers were; Miss Alice Keith,

Miss Bernice Lutz, Miss R.E. Durnin, Mrs. Esther
Jenkinson (and David), MissJean Sklepowich, Mrs. Olive Parkes, Mr. Herb Dunn, and Mr. Bill Willness. Mrs.
Heatherington also taught part of one year.
Those were the days of: pot bellied stoves and frozen

ink wells; outhouses and Eaton's catalogues; dog sleds,
snowshoes and skis; winter football games and penalty
shots; summer Aunty-I-Over (the barn), pum-pum pull
away or prisoner's base; sardine sandwiches in waxed
brown papers; and learning to sing futeeninstead of God
Saae the King.

Too often we kids were late for school, usually with
no good reason. It took longer in those days to get dressed
- under the covers, folding over the long underwear so
the lumps weren't so big under the long black stockings.

There might have been one more sock to darn or moccasin to sew up, of the twelve pairs going off to school.
We might have been loitering as we counted rabbit eyes
against the white snow, or checked the weasel trap in
the culvert. Once, we took the horse and buggy to school
because the grade was flooded too deep for rubber boots.
As we were crossing the fìreguard along the way, the
bnggy thumped down into the furrow and snapped off
both shafts. That could make you late for school.
There were Sunday services sometimes in the old
school house when the Plantz family came with harp and
Bible. We kids would take turns staying home with Dad
on Sunday.
Dad was crippled with rheumatoid arthritis and spent
33 years bedridden, besides many years of pain and anxiety as the condition was developing. But he could communicate well and was a vital part of our family unit.
Mom looked after the farm, six children and an invalid
husband, cut and hauled wood for winter, put up hay,
repaired house and barns.
We grew up on welfure once Dad was bedridden. The
farm was an ideal home for us with the animals - espe-

Darren, Mailow, Trevor;
Glenn & Lenore Knight ('1992)
ceries came in the cream can with the cream trucker.
There were many things we didn't have, but far more
valuable things we did have. We had a Christian home
where we trusted that God's way is best. We learned to

work, and share, and love. We learned how much we
need each other.

I

taught school for eleven years.

I

married Glenn
Knight onJuly 3, 1965. We live on our farm at Holmfìeld,
MB and have three sons: Darren (1969), Marlow (1971),
and Tievor (1972).

Ray & Dorothy Murphy

cially the memorable goats. As kids, we would play in
the hay in the goat barn, pleased when a baby goat would
hop on your humped back and nibble your ear. Out in
the yard we'd keep a watchful eye for the old billy goat!
We lea¡ned whatsilþ goosemeant when you tried to chase
them with lantern light. There were always some chores

RayJames Murphy was born at Welby, SK in 1911 and
moved to Spy Hill with his parents and worked for a
time on the farm.
He travelled west many times riding the CN box cars,
worked on rariches in Alberta and British Columbia and
was well known for his ability to mix the poison bait for

to keep kids busy.
We didn't have a car, hydro, or telephone. The gro-

the grasshoppers.
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In 1939, he married Dorothy Edison Woods of

Mary, George, Neil, Lawrence,
May,
Eva Ellen, Edith Helen and
Effìe, William, Lloyd,
Edison.) Ellen's father was a blacksmith by trade, so the
family moved around a lot in the province of Saskatchewan. Ellen started school in Fleming, SK at the age of
eight in 1921. The reason she didn't start until then was
because of her small build. The family finally settled in
are in order of age; Elsie,

Rocanville. He operated a store and butcher shop in
Winnipeg.
Later they moved to Bellingham, Washington, USA.

in

1985 after 27 years in
Bellingham. They have two sons Dr. Dennis Murphy r-rf
Bellingham and Lance G. Murphy of BC.
Ray still remains in his home. He is well known as
the bicycle man, who fixes bikes. His garage is full and

Dorothy passed away

Rocanville SK in 1925. Ellen fìnished her grade five education there and then quit school. She then sta¡ted to do
housekeeping in the community until she was about 25

his lawn and basement covered. He has to remove some
from the spare bedroom when guests arrive. At 83 years

years old, around 1938.

he still works on bikes. Very few days are missed from
that familiar rap on the door a¡rd a small child's voice,
"Ray! Can you fix my bike?"

William & Ellen MurPhy
William George Murphy was born on February 27,I9I3
in Welby, SK. Bill is the third child of tv¡elve of George
Bruce and Grace Elvina (nee Davies) Murphy. There
was a total of seven boys and five girls' (In order of oldest to youngest; Annie, Ray, William, Alice, Fred,
Barbara, Margaret,John, George, Glen, Lawrence and
Audrey), Bill went to Welby School from the age of seven

,*

to twelve years old. Here he got up to a grade six education. The family then moved in 1925 to Spy Hill, SK.,

Bill & Ellen Murphy ('1937)

where the children then went to Willow Vale School.
Here Bill completed his grade seven year and quit school
at the age of thirteen. Both villages of Welby and Spy

William met Eva at the Pentecostal Church which they
both attended in Rocanville in 1935' They were both
twenty-two years old at the time. Since Bill lived in Spy
Hill and Ellen lived in Rocanville, which was sixteen
miles away, he had to do a lot of walking to court her. It
was a little over a year that they dated before they got

Hill were situated on hills near Qu'Appelle Valley. These
areas had good farm land, so Bill helped with the family
farm from the age of thirteen to age twenty-four; up to
the year of 1938. William also started to barter and deal
at the age of twelve with horses and cattle with friends

married. The wedding took place at the church on September 8, 1937. They were twenty-four years old at this
time, which was a little late for marriage. After the marriage, Ellen and Bill lived with his parents during the
winter of 1937/1938. By then the newlyweds found a fa¡m
to rent near Spy Hill and farmed it until 1943. They now
had horses for transportation. During this five year span'

and neighbors because he wanted to make money. He is
still to this day actively involved in this along with his
great interest in auction sales.
(Eva) Ellen Woods was born the older twin sister of
(Edith) Helen Murphy (nee Woods) by ten minutes on

February 27, l9l3 in Looseland SK. (No, this is not a
error.) Bill and Ellen, as they were known, have the same
birth date, Also, four of the Murphy boys married four
of the Woods girls. One of the girls was not a sister, she
was a niece of Ellen's, but she did grow up with the Woods
family in the Woods' household. Her name was Anora
(deceased), the wife of George. Ellen is the tenth child of
twelve children of Robert Stone and Ida May (Gulf)
Woods. (This count does not include one child from
Robert's first marriage and Anora.) (The twelve children

three children were born. Neil William George was born

July 27, 1938 Lawrence Nelson Barfred was born
March 22, l94A; and Baby Girl Murphy was born on
on

February lB, 1943. She lived for approximately only two
hours.

In the spring of 1943, the family doctor advised Bill
to move to Manitoba because of a health problem, so in

June of that year he packed up his family and his livestock and with the help of his brother George they
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moved. There was a program that helped farmers relocate at that time and it was called the Settlers Affects
Program. The Murphys applied for it at the train station
and they were accepted. The fare was only half of the
amount of a regular fare. Only four horses were allowed

their religion in the privacy of their home.

In

Bill and Ellen
became the legal guardians of Ned WilliamJohn, their
grandson. They raised him as their own with the consent of both of Ned's parents. Ned and his family, especially the two children, are still a big part of his grandparents' life.

to be transported, but they sneaked eleven through, along

with twelve head of cattle which they were allowed. All
of the livestock was hauled in two rail cars. The total

1960 at the age of eighteen months,

cost of both cars was $150. EUen and the children traveled

in the passenger car. (Tiain fare cost, since forgotten.)
Bill and George traveled in the livestock cars. The trip
took approximately two days to get to Winnipeg from
Spy Hill. Once they reached Winnipeg the livestock then
needed to be watered and the cars had to be connected

to a train heading north through Mulvihill. Just a few
short hours later, the Murphys with their livestock were
being unloaded at Mulvihill. With all the hours traveled,
the trip went off without a hitch. The livestock was then
herded on foot to South Head, NW 25-22-7W, where
the family resided for the next tree years.
Four Generations
Ned, Bill (holding Wade), Neíl Murphy
Here is some information on William and Eva's two
children:

Neil William George Murphy married Vivian Emily
Taylor of Camper onJune 10, 1959. They had two children together: Ned WilliamJohn, born May 11, 1959,
presently of Eriksdale andJeffrey Allen, bornJanuary 9,
1961, presently of Saskatoon, SK.

His second marriage took place onJune 26, 1965 to
Evelyn Rita Girard of St. Eustache. Together they had
three daughters: Denise Karen Marie (Billings) born Feb-

Barfred, Bill & Ellen, Neil Murphy

ruary 2,1966; Lisa Michelle (Browne) born March 11,
1968; and Monica Elizabeth born April13,1974. All three
girls reside in Winnipeg with their families.

In 1946, Bill and Ellen bought the farm, NW 3l-227W, from Chris Fredericton where they still reside today. The income for the Murphys since they moved to
Manitoba was strictly from cattle farming. They also

Neil worked for the Ford Motor Company for

a

number of years as a mechanic. In the past 20 years or
so he owned and operated a cartage company out of
Winnipeg. He presently lives in Niverville.

dabbled in horses, sheep, chickens, ducks, goats and turkeys. Bill also worked outattimes to keep things together.

Lawrence Nelson Barfred (Buck) Murphy met

On one of those occasions, in the summer of 1956, he
worked for MTS as a laborer installing phone lines. The

Geraldine Ann Black in Stonewall, where she resided.
They were married onJune 13, 1964. OnJanuary 3, 1966,

family practiced their religious beliefs at the Nondenominational Church at South Head School until itwas closed
down. They then went to Moosehorn to the Pentecostal
Church until it was also closed down. They still practice

Buck and Gerry Murphy moved to California where
Buck worked for the Ford Motor Company as a mechanic. Thirteen years later, he went to work for Pacific
Gas and Electric Company and retired from there in
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rated. Mary, with her children Bruce and Bev then moved

January 1995.

into the town of Eriksdale. After graduation, Bev moved
to Winnipeg and found office work and took a data course
at Herzing Institute Career College. Eventually she returned home to Eriksdale where Ned and her set up a

Two boys were born to Buck and Gerry; Michael Sean,

born on April
1971. The two boys at present are not married, but still
live in Concord California along with their parents.
13, 1969 and PaulJames, December 9,

home for tlemselves. This took place in 1982, Bev went
on to continue her education by going to the University
of Winnipeg and graduated with an Educational Assistant Diploma in the fall of 1994. She presently works at
the Eriksdale School as an Educational Assistant.
OnJune 30, 1984 they became proud parents of a
baby girl, Ka¡li Tiizanne Flinta-Murphy. Ned arid Bev

Ned & Beverly Murphy
Ned WilliamJohn Murphy was born to Neil and Vivian
Murphy on May 11, 1959. In 1960, Ned became the le-

gal ward of William and Ellen Murphy, his grandparents. Ned started grade one in Eriksdale in 1965. This is
where he stayed and completed his grade nine education. After this time Ned went to Alberta where he did
some landscaping work and this is where he learned his
trade, being a heavy equipment operator. He worked at
different construction companies in Alberta, Ontario and
Manitoba. In 1984 Ned started to work for Hugh Munro
Construction Company, where he still works seasonally
today. With the help of the family they are operating a
commercial beef herd with some purebred Limousins.

were then married on September 19, 1986 in Winnipeg.
Within the year, on April 4,1987, their second child was

boy named Wade Alexander William.
The family resided in rented homes untilJune of 1988
when they purchased their farm from Robert and Louise
Chetyrbok (SE 36-21-6W). This was the original homestead of Art and Lucy Lindell and the site where the
Briksdale's Annual Corn Roasts began.

born,

Beverley Anne Flinta was born on May 14, 1961 to
Alex and Mary Flinta. She is the youngest of four; two
boys and two girls. School started for Bev in 1967 at the
Clydebank School where grades one through seven attended, in a one room school house. She was the last
one enrolled at this school and she completed her fìrst
year there. From grades two through twelve was taken
at the Eriksdale School. Bev resided on the family farm
with her family until

1976

a

Alice Ferguson
Alice was born at Welby, SK in 1914. She moved to Spy
Hill with her parents, Grace and George Murphy. She
worked on farms and helped neighbors and friends.
In 1938 she married Stewart Kingdon and started
farming at Bear Creek, SK in the Qu'Appelle Valley.
They had two daughters, Grace and Gwen. Stewart
passed away when Gwen was two days old in I9&2.
In later years she married Johnina Ferguson. They
spent several years in Saskatchewan before moving to
Penticton, BC where they spent the rest of their lives.
Johnina passed away in 1975. Two years later Gwen
passed away. Alice remained in Penticton until her death
in 1981. She was a very nice singer and helped in the

when her parents became sepa-

church.

Her daughter, Grace, married John Morrow. They
have a son and a daughter and live in BC.

Fredrick & Helen Murphy
Fredrick Charles (Fred) was born in 1916 in Welby, SK.
He moved to Spy Hill in 1926 where he went to Willow
Vale School. He worked for years on fatms and in Winnipeg.

In

1937 he married Edith Helen Woods of Rocanville,

SK. They came to Eriksdale with his father G'8. Murphy
when he moved from Spy Hill, a trip that took 17 days

by horses and drove the cattle.

Bev & Ned; Wade, Karlí MurPhY
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In

Fred farmed many years in the RM of Briksdale. After a long period of poor health, he gave up farming.
He attended Northwest Bible College in Edmonton,
AB. He graduated in 1964, and then pastored in Viking,
AB. and Roblin, MB. He assisted in numerous congregations in Alberta and Manitoba.

ing.

1960 they moved to the Stanley district near
Moosomin, SK where they farmed many years.
He had heart surgery and after a lengthy illness he
passed away in 1991. His wife remains on the farm.

Margaret Parkes

They had one son, Cha¡les. Fred and Helen celebrated

their 50th wedding anniversary in
illness Fred passed away

in

1987.

After

a

I

(Margaret Murphy) was born at Welby, SK in 1922.
We moved to Spy Hill in 1926, where I attended Willow
Vale School. In the morning before leaving for school
there was always chores to do: milking cows, feeding
calves and pigs, then we walked two and a half miles.
(No bus rides at any time.)
Our cows had free range in the Qu'Appelle Valley
and we could catch suckers in Cut Arm Creek. Our
neighbors' cattle ran in the valley too, and we often had
extra bulls come home with our cows. Across the road
from us lived the Greer family. They had a large white
bull. One day the bull came across the grain field and
jumped over the fence. He came up through our garden, right past the house, then jumped our yard fence
and went to the cows. My dad always kept our bull tied
in the barn. Soon the bulls were roaring, so we put the
hay wagon along the barn wall to keep them from fighting. Many times there was fencing to do after a bull fìght.
When the boys were busy I often drove four horses
on the packer and harrows. Saturday often ended with a
ball game after chores.
Where we lived, there was no spruce. At Christmas
some trees would be hauled in for the annual concert.
The same tree would be passed from one concert to an-

lengthy

1990.

His wife, Helen, moved to Thompson, MB, where
their son, Charles and family live. Helen has her own
trailer where she can enjoy her two grand children and
great-grandchildren.

In the Murphy family there were four boys married
to four sisters.

Ralph & Barbara Burke
Barbara Murphy was born in Welby, SK. in 1918. She
took her schooling at Willow Vale School near Spy Hill.
She came to Manitoba in 1937 and worked in many
areas of Manitoba.
She married Ralph Burke in 1940 and they had one
son Kenneth, in 1942. Ken and his wife, Colleen, have
two daughters, Cathy and Tirmmy, and two grand children. Barbara and Ralph also raised two of Barbara's
nieces, Blaine and Carol Murphy.
In 1958 Barbara and Ralph moved to Penticton, BC.
They celebrated 50 years of marriage. After a long illness Ralph passed away in 1993.
Barbara remains in their home in Penticton and she
enjoys handicrafts of all kinds. Her doll making, machine
embroidery and crochet adorn many a lucky home. Entering Penticton's Grape Festival Fall Fair and winning
many prizes for her hand work, has been a great joy.
She remains active in the church and crafts despite poor
health of many years.

other.

In the summer there was always the town fair where
the schools would compete. Everyone helped out with
sewing, canning, many garden competitions with vegetables, fruits and flowers, animals and poulhy plus races
and ball games. Candy was free by the handful from
orange crates. The ice cre¿Ìrn maker was kept busy as

John & Dolly Murphy
John Donald was born at Welby, SK in 1920. He took
his schooling in the Willow Vale School district near Spy

long as the ice lasted.
In 1937 we moved to the RM of Eriksdale in the Interlake area. We settled on the Clauson farm. The house
was small and lined with wooden boxes, a long way from
the two-storey house on the prairies. Later my dad bought
the Daily farm and we moved there. My sister Annie

Hill, sK.
John came to Manitoba around 1938, where he
worked

In

as a

1946 he married Dolly Holmes and started farm-

In

fa¡m hand.

1941 he joined the army and went overseas where

he served as Lance Bombardier in the second world wa¡

and her husband Langton Gurney remained on the
Clauson farm with their family.
We had nice neighbors. I walked to school with
Yvonne Dixon, finishing my school days at South Head.

in the Royal Canadian Artillery. He served in Greece,
Italy and Holland and was awarded the Greek Military
Cross, rehrrning home in 1945.
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Margaret & Norman Parkes (1966)
We got our mail at Oatfìeld, where mail came three

times a week. Mrs. Mary Parkes had the post office in
their home.
When I finished school I worked at home and for some
of the neighbors.
When Norman Parkes and I were married we lived
on the farm his parents had homesteaded in 1907, when

George & Hestor Murphy (holding Elaine);
Lavern, Lynn, Lynda, Lyle, Larry, Keith, Donna

George & Hester Murphy

they came to Canada from Ireland. I was postmistress of
the Oatfield Post Office from 1951 to 1969 when it was
closed after 53 years in the Parkes'residence. We have
two sons, Vernon and Bruce.
When Norman was ill, he had to go on a kidney machine three times a week in Winnipeg. After a few trips

George Robert and Hester Anora Grace Woods were
married in Saskatchewan in 1944. They moved to Manitoba in 1948. They had a large family and lived in the
South Head district in the earlier yeÍÌrs. Lavern, Lynn,
Lynda, Lyle,Larcy,Keith, Donna, Blaine, Carol, Sandra,

with the boys I was able to do most of the driving. In

Pat, Sylvia and Darrell were the surviving

children.'lìvo
baby boys died as infants and are buried in Nord Cemetery. Anora was born in Willen, MB and George in Saskatchewan. Their oldest child was born in Esterhazy, SK.
May it be noted here that George, his brothers,
William, Fred, and Raymarried four sisters of the Woods
family from Rocanville, SK; Anora, Ellen, Helen, and
Bdison, so that these families were firmly entwined.
Grandpa and GrandmaMurphy moved to Manitoba
with all their worldly goods (cattle and possessions, etc.)
from the Spy Hill area of Saskatchewan to settle in the
Oatfield area.
Lavern recalls walking from their farm to Briton
School every day excepting when Bill Curl kindly gave

1980, Norman passed away after a lengthy illness of sev-

eral years. I remained on the fa¡m. I love gardening and
growing my vegetables and flowers.

In 1989, I had my first tour outside Canada, when I
went with a friend Tom Nixon, on a tour of the British
Isles. We spent 18 wonderful days and toured England,
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The weather was good and
the flowers were lovely. My favorites were Ireland and
Wales. Rhododendrons grow wild everywhere and were
in full bloom, but the heather was just coming in bloom
when we left.
The tour in Ireland was limited as to how far one could
go, so I was not able to visit Norman's brother, Sam, and
relations that live there. But I was able to talk with them

them a ride to school.

by phone several times. We had a wonderful trip. My
only regret is that Norman and I had not been able to go

Lavern & Donna Murphy
We met over a guitar in 1968. Lavern had a guitar and
let me borrow it. Bach week-end when Dad came to town
I brought it to return to Lavern and each time he said,

before.

I hope to remain

on the farm as long as my health

permits me to make my own living.

ttOh, you can keep it another week," and .Howts your

week been...?"
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We were married in Eriksdale United Church, September 6, 1969 by Reverend R. McKinnon. Our first
home was a 24 foot trailer. We bought two acres just
north of Eriksdale off #6 highway, and built a home after moving around eight times. In 1979 we sold our place
toJohn and Helen Maidens. Together we built a second

Donna is a charter mernber of the Eriksdale branch
of the International Thaining in Communication.
As of March 4, 1995 they have moved to Steep Rock
to be managers of the Steep Rock Beach Park, which is
operated by the Grahamdale Development Corporation.
Their love of music has shown through again. They
were instrumental in building a stage, and hosted a country music concert for Grahamdale's 50th Anniversary,
plus many other musical and miscellaneous activities.
They are both very huppy and busy with their new
work, overseeing the over-all operations of the park, with
campers, cottagers, concessionaires, and their many di-

home, an 1800 square foot A frame on NB 34-22-6W.
There hadn't been anyone living there before; as a result we didn't have hydro for the first three months we
lived there.
Lavern worked at the Eriksdale Creamery for three
years, followed by working for G. K. Smith and Sons for
the next twenty-four years, 1971-1995. He spent a lot of
those years driving the bulk fuel truck.
Donna worked for the Eriksdale Co-op, starting as a
clerk in l974,later as the bookkeeper until 1995.
Paul Lavern was born in May 1971.
The big fire of May 1989 was the most traumatic ex-

verse duties.

They celebrated their 26th wedding anniversary, September 6th, 1995.

Paul Murphy
Paul Lavern was born in the Eriksdale hospital May 14,
1971, delivered by Dr. Fayyaz. He completed his school-

perience for us. We were very fortunate, thanks to all the
24 hour volunteers that helped us and many others. A
salute should be given in recognition for all their unselfish labors.
Donna and Lavern have a salvage permit to care for
orpháned and injured animals. They have raised raccoons, foxes, coyotes, beavers, eagles, hawks, owls and
falcons, ducks and geese a¡rd many other small creatures.
Sometimes their guests from out of the wild went to work
with Donna, to be fed, while she was on her coffee or
lunch breaks, if it were necessary.
They had the weather station for Environment Canada

ing in Eriksdale. Mr. Nick Wedensky was his mom's grade

nine teacher and was also Paul's teacher.
Paul's parents did not believe in supplying cash and
vehicles for a hotfootedteenaget He had to become very
economical. Friday night the new tires came off the vehicle and old ones were put on, then Sunday evening
the new ones were put back on for the school/work week.

He worked at the Briksdale Co-op for three years,
then did other seasonal construction work.
Paul recently completed a Class I driving course. He
received the highest achiever award with 93.60/o average. He enjoys his truck driving work, covering the miles
from Vancouver in the west to Cape Bretton in the east
and south to Georgia - Gulf of Mexico.
He built his own home in 1990. He has a daughter,
Sandi Lee-Anne born September 7, 1990. Paul inherited
his parents love of music of every kind and plays guitar
as well. He takes pride in his flower and vegetable gardens and landscaping around his home, where he re-

for four years.

Donna does sign painting, makes decorations and
costumes for community functions. She was the Eriksdale Museum director and chairperson for several years.
She has been continuing her education by taking courses
to improve her skills in business management and is look-

ing forward to her certificate in March 1996.
Donna and Lavern's love of music continues. Donna
helped outwith the phones and did bookkeeping for the

sides today between road trips.

town Rotary Tälent shows. She also entered the talent

Glenn & Laura Murphy

night and tied for first place for best talent. Together they
entered the RM of Eriksdale 75th Anniversary parade
with their business Murþhy\ Music. Granny Wite also
made an appearance to play guitar to add to the stage
show of the celebrations.
They turned their hand back to carþmtryto help their
son Paul build his house in 50 days to make ready for
their granddaughter Sandi's arrival.

Glenn Bdwin Murphy, son of George and Grace
Murphy, was born in Spyhill, SK November 3, 1926.
He was the tenth child in the G.B. Murphy family. In
the spring of 1938, Glenn moved with his parents and
siblings to the Oatfìeld area. He attended South Head
School, finishing his grade seven. He then worked with
his dad on the farm for a few years, after which he went
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from the Pentecostal Assemblies of Ca¡rada. During these
years the family always spent their a¡rnual holidays on
their grandparents farm at Oatfield. These were joyful
and delightful times for everyone. The ensuing years
brought some changes: Glenn received his 5th class Bngineering Papers, working as a stationary engineer for
a number of years. Laura received her BA from Providence College and her BGS from Brandon University,
and was engaged in teaching at different times,
OnJuly 31, 1987 enroute from Winnipeg to Berens
River, the Perimeter plane in which Glenn was a passenger crashed shortly after it took off. The plane crashed
onto the Dublin Square building, totally destroying the
plane and causing intensive damage to offices. Of the
seven people on board Glenn was injured the most. But
as the Free Press and other newscasts said: " It was a
miracle no one was killed." Indeed God spared Glenn's
life and now Glenn is blessing many with his beautiful
music and singing and his kind and generous spirit is
deeply felt by all whose lives he touches.

Glenn & Laura Murphy
to Winnipeg and worked at various jobs.

In

1952 he came

back to help his dad on the farm.
That was the same year Laura Unger came to teach
at Little Briton, SD. Glen and Laura met and for Laura it
was loae atfirst sight.To Laura her teaching years at Little
Briton were memorable because her small school was

Audrey Murphy
Born at Spy Hill, Sk; moved to the Oatfield district in
Eriksdale Municipality in 1938. She went to South Head
School and remained on the fa¡m with Mother and Dad
until illness forced them to move to Eriksdale.
After Mother and Dad passed away in 1967 she moved

awarded the highest marks at Choral Reading at the
Spring Music Festival in Eriksdale. Bobby Hoffman and
Sophia Kehler also won awards that year. Laura was so
proud of them all.
On September 25,1954 Glenn and Laura married in
Steinbach, MB. They spent a fun-filled first year on the
Murphy farm at Oatfield. God blessed their home with
four lovely children.
Glenn Stephen was born in 1955 in the old E.M.
Crowe Hospital on the second floor. He is now married
and he and his wife Linda gave Glen and Laura their
first grandson, Joel. Then two years later his brother,
Thomas, came along.
Glenn and Laura's beautiful daughter Anna Marie

to Winnipeg. She took a cosmetology course at Red River

College in 1969. She became a Licensed Practical Nurse

in

1972 and lives

in Winnipeg.

MYER\KEUHNER
I am writing about my family, the Myers and my grandparents, the Keuhner's, who were a big part of our lives
at Deerhill. My mother and her family were from Ontario. They then moved to North Dakota. My father was
born in Texas but his father died so his mother brought
him and his sister back to St. Louis, Missouri. Later he
moved to North Dakota where he and my mother were
married. While they were visiting in Winnipeg (1906)
my sister, Estelle, was born. In 1908 my brother Dalton,
was born in North Dakota.
The family then moved to Winnipeg. My father received work at Ogilivies Flour Mill, as he was a trained
millwright. My sister, Edith, was born in 1911 ; I was born
in 1914; my brother, Carl, in 1917; and my brother Albert,
in 1920.

Grace is married to Ron Rogge and they are in Penticostal

Ministry in Germany. They have two sons:Josiah and
Joshua.

Glenn received his Bible college training in Edmonton in 1958-1960 after which he and Laura pastored four
churches in Alberta. Dale and Dean, their younger two
boys were born during that time. Both are ma¡ried now.

Dale is living and working in Winnipeg, Dean is in
Canmore, AB. In 1962 Glenn received his ordination
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A school was needed in the area so my grandfather
gave an acre of land at the end of his fa¡m for it. In the

My grandparents decided to take up farming permanently in Deerhill in the early 1900's, so my father bought
a farm across the road from them, while maintaining the
family home in Winnipeg. The farms were four and one
half miles north-east of Eriksdale. The roads were very
bad but the men put in three days ayear,with their teams,
to improve them.
In 1914 there had been a bad fire in the fall which
burnt out the buildings of both families. We stayed all
winter to help re-build.
Our great tragedy for the family was in Februa¡y 1915
when my sister Edith took ill and died suddenly. There
were no doctors or nurses in the area. Father built the
little coffin and our friend, Mrs. Chas. Stamm, helped
Mother line the coffìn. There was not even a cemetery
so Edith was buried on our grandparent's farm outside
the kitchen window where Grandma could see the grave.
Her little grave is still there as we had no death certifi
cate and could not move her to a cemetery. After that,
Mother would never stay on the farm with the children
in the winter in case anything happened to one of us.
Once school was out in the city Mother took us on
the train and we lived on the farm all summer and some
of the school holidays.

meantime Grandma let school be held in her house. My
father and grandfather were elected school trustees. My
father named the school Deerhill. The first teacher was
Miss Hart. When my sister and brother went there, Mr.
Geo. Pool was the teacher.

My father was a self taught musician and played at
dances at Madden's store. He had made an accordion as
a young man,

in St. Louis.

In the summer we always had a picnic at Deerhill
School. We had such good neighbors. Close by were;
the Stamms, Herouxs, Rawns, and the Pools.
All my family except one brother, Albert, who lives
at the coast, have passed on. Grandma died in 1923 and
Mother died suddenly in L929,just before we were to
leave for the farm onJune 29. Losing Mother, Father
lost interest in the farm which they were building up
and never bothered about it again. Grandpa kept both
farms going but he passed away in 1930. Father passed
away

I

in

1960.

was very disappointed when we did not go back to

the farm as I loved the country,

Memories of Yesterday

4^
Hospital rooftop, Almond's house (then Renner's),
Brown's (later Hígh School), Mrs Gardner's míllinery, Heroux's house, 'l st Co-op store, back of
Eriksdale Trading

Recreation Centre

(I

S.D.B.'s, St. John's Anglican Church, Sharpe's
Store, Standard Bank, Mr Ruthford's Office (lst
Munícipal Office), Willett's Store, Jeffer's Store,
Sharpe's and Trudell's houses in background

Railway Avenue (1989)

98g)
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Thomas Neely, Margaret Van Brunt;

Sarah & Jennífer Neely

NEELY

Andrew & Martha Neely & Daughters

Thomas & Jennifer
Came to Winnipeg in the early 1900's and a few years

later followed their son, Sam, to Eriksdale and

NEELY

homesteaded in the Hartfield district.

Andy & Martha

They had a large family. Sam married Margaret Ann
Allen; Andrew married Ma¡tha Finnbogason; Mary-ann

Andy Neely, with his parents (Thomas andJenny), two
brothers and five sisters arrived in the Eriksdale district
before the railway. OnJuly 22,1907 Thomas obtained

married Robert Ross; Elizabeth married Henry Scott;
Louise married Robert Scott; Margaret married Charles
Van Bunt and moved to Thunder Bay. Thomas and Sarah

homestead SW 2-22-6W. Two years previously,
they had left Scotland to start a new life in Canada.
Coming from a country where most people were tenentry to

were at home with their parents.
Thomas Sr. andJennifer lived in the Hartfield district
for a number of years, but eventually went back to where
Tom worked and they ended their years.

a

ants, the thought of owning 160 acres of land

for

$10

beckoned their independent souls. The hard part was to
meet the requirements needed to gain ownership and
the patent to the land. Within three years the homesteader needed to have: 50 acres ofbreaking, 30 acres in

cultivation, livestock, buildings, and a specifìed length
of residence. This was no easy task. Our father journeyed
to Oak Point twice a year to get supplies, this being a
590

two day trip by oxen.
In the first years the family was divided with some
remaining in Winnipeg while the rest did their utmost to
proae uþ the homestead.
The difficulties they faced were brought home to us
first-hand when we were able to see their familiar handwriting in the homestead records the government has
preserved on microfilm.
In one report, in answer to the question "What a¡ea
of the said homestead can be brought under cultivation?",
Grandpa's written reply was " 140 acres, rest stones." Further down the page reads "The reason for not having
the homestead proved up in shorter time was lack of
means and two horses dying last yea{'By 1911, among
his improvements, he noted he had a six roomed house

joyed reading.

value $600, 80 acres fenced, 500 oak and spruce pickets
at six cents each and $20 of wire makes a total of $50

prizes. The most coveted one in her eyes was for half a
doæn bakingþowder biscuiß, made wíth Blue Ribbon Baking

without having the credit for erecting the fence." Grandpa
received his patent the followingyeaL
Dad had taken a homestead nearby, being the NW
35-21-6W. Ittoo was stony!The inspector's reportof 1912
stated the "land was very stony and scrubby and considers one acre of breaking equal to two acres of prairie
land." Dad, single at that time, worked in the city where
he met and courted Martha (Metta) Finnbogason. hey
were ma¡ried in 1914, one ye€ìr after Dad received his
patent. heyhad four daughters:Jane, Eileen, MaryAnn
and Elizabeth (Betty).
In 1920 they, with relatives and friends, sold everything and embarked on a voyage to New Zealand for
what they thought was to be a new beginning. Prices
were high after WWI and ever-yone was optimistic. The
group consisted of Mom, Dad, Jane, Bileen and Mary
Ann; our grandparents (Tom andJenny Neely), our aunt
and uncle Sarah and Tom Neely (still single), Aunt Mary
Ann and Uncle Bob Ross and their children: Gordon
and Violet, plus friends (Weatherbums and Forsyths).

Powdn.If remembered correctly, the first prize for this
item was $2.50 donated by the sponsor - a magnificent
sum at the time when eggs brought nine cents a dozen!
Sometimes, as many as three batches of biscuits came
out of that old wood stove before Mom found six exactly the same size, exactly the right shade of brown and

Dad once subscribed to Hansard to be aware of what
was going on in Ottawa. Perhaps that is why he was appointed aJustice of the Peace and served in that capac-

ity for a number of years. M*y hours were spent pouring over the numerous law books in his possession as
people frequently sought his legal advice.
Education was important to him. As treasurer of the
school board when his first home burned to the ground
his main concem was to save the records showing payent ofschool taxes. He later served as a school trustee at

Hartfield.
The Eriksdale agricultural fair was Mom's source of
spending money. She baked, canned, pickled, sewed, crocheted, embroidered and generally won her share of the

exactly the perfect texture. Another interesting entry was
six hand-made buttonholcsin

hopes of claiming the 50 cent

first prize!
One summer, Mom and Grannie got the idea they
could make us raincoats. Using bleached flour sacks,
Mom tailored unlined reefer style coats complete with
lapels and pockets. We were not impressed, but we were
assured that they would look differently when dyed. One
day, we came home to fìnd they were a lovely shade of
blue! The next procedure involved linseed oil. Perhaps
the coats were boiled in it. To our horror, they turned a
musta¡d olive green color. Mom added black buttons
and black velvet collars, but even she didn't consider
this experiment a great success. They did keep out the
rain though.
Life on the farm had it share ofjoys, disappointments,
and unexpected incidents such as the time one of our
cows was mired in Swan Lake. Dad had to call on the
neighbours for help. It took ropes and horses to free her.
We kids thought it quite exciting. On another occcasion,
our horse Donald cut his leg on some barbed wire and
Dr. Pozer came out to sew it up.
Dad trapped muskrats in season, cut the ice for the
ice-house for the Briksdale creamery every winter, and
each spring the plow turned up more stones!

New Zealand did not turn out to be the land of oppor-

tunity they had envisioned. In 1921 our family retumed
to Eriksdale. Dad and Grandpa bought adjoining quarters, one of which (SE 36-21-6W) had been the homestead of our Uncle Harry Scott.
Dad was interested in politics and liked to keep abreast

of world affairs. We subscribed to The Winnipeg Thibune. If Dad only went to town once a week then we got
a week's papers all at once! We kids learned to read from
the UncleWiggþstoieswhich appeared every day. There
was no TV, radio, not even a telephone, so we all en591

poor safety conditions at the mine he returned to Winni-

Grandpa died in October 1932.We moved to Winnipeg the following spring. Grannie passed away in 1940
at 76. As the years passed, we all worked, married and
together increased Manitoba's population by nine. Dad
worked for the City of Winnipeg'til age 70, and died in
1966, just before his 79th birthday. Mom livecl in their

peg. By this time his parents Tom andJennifer Neely and

family had emigrated to Canada. Sam decided to homestead in Eriksdale in 1906.
Margaret-ann Allen was born in The Calms, North
Ireland. She wa"s to come to Canada to join her fiancee,
Sam Neely, but due to the illness of a young brother, she
stayed in Ireland to nurse him as her mother was not
strong. When he passed away in early February 1911, she
booked her passage for Canada. After a very rough and
sea sick voyage, she arrived in Winnipeg in early March
and married Sam Neely April 3, 1911. When she came to
Eriksdale, Maggie was the first to step off a passenger
coach in Eriksdale. She often told of the men getting off
the train and walking behind it as they came through the
swÍunps by Clarkleigh, the road bed for the train being
so soft. When she got to Eriksdale and stepped off on a
nice white patch of ground she sank to her ankles in soft
hard pan. She was wearing white linen shoes.
My mother used to tell us of times when they would

home until her death in the fall of 1971. tagedy had struck
our family in L942 when our eldest sisterJane, died of
cancer, leaving her husband and two small children. We
sisters, Bileen, Mary Ann (both widowed) and Betty (and

her husband,Jack) have all moved to the west coast and
are enjoying our sunset years in Victoria.

walk one-half mile to my grandparent's house(who came
to Eriksdale after my parents). My dad had to carry a
rifle because of wild animals. One night when they came
home and were in bed my mother heard scratching noises
in the peas she had been drying on a rack in the living

room. It was a bob cat and when my dad went into the
room it jumped up on the curtains and screamed a horrible noise. It knocked over many things before my dad
could get it out the open door. In the meantime mom
said she was in bed rolled in blankets with one over her
head so she wasn't much help to my dad.

My mother and father had nine children but my
mother weighed just 98 pounds and she worked very
hard. My sister,Jennifer, died at six months old. Shortly
after, twin boys were born. One lived about twelve hours
and the other died at birth. These three children are buried on the homestead where my son Lynn now lives.
Three other children also died atbirth. Sam, William and
myself survived. Doctors were not very available and

Sam & Margaret-Ann Neely,
Margaret & John VanBrunt

midwives saved the lives of many babies and mothers. I
was born in Winnipeg, the only one to be seen by a doctor and he didn't arrive until I was already born.
Disease in his cattle and horses disheartened my dad
and they closed up their cabin tight and moved to Win-

NEELY

Samuel & Margaret-ann

nipeg. While they were in Winnipeg, people broke into
the cabin and took all my mother's Irish linen tablecloths
which they made into petticoats and trimmed with lace
she had crocheted for her window blinds. The thieves

in Ballymona, North Ireland on August
He lived some of his young years in Scotland

Sam was born

24, 1882.
working in the coal mines. He immigrated to Canada in
1904 to be foreman at a coal mine in Alberta. Due to
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old time music. We all enjoyed it.
My mother and father were great dancers and had a
unique way of stepping out each beat. I'm sure my brothers, Sam and Bill, and myself obtained our love of dancing from my parents. Saturday night was Hockey Night
in Canada and Monday night was Lux Radio Theaire
and Tuesday was Fibber McGee and Molly and the Great
Gildersleeve, all on radio. Our routine was school, chores,
meals, homework and radio shows. Those were great
days.

Today the children go to the rink. We used to go down
to the slough and clear off a piece of ice with a shovel to
skate on.

On Sunday, chores were done early and we drove
with the horses to Clydebank school for church, in the
boggy in summer and the cutter in winter.
Maggie-ann was a beautiful crocheter and also knitted many northland sweaters for all her family. Her door
was always open to anyone who needed help, a bite to
eat, a cup of tea or just someone to spend a friendly hour.

Margaret-Ann Neely with Sam Jr., Sam Neely Sr.,
Esther Allen at their homestead

Maggie-ann passed away October l, 1959 and rests
Sam lived 'til 1965 with
Arnold and I and at the age of 83 thought nothing of
walking the three and a half miles to town. He curled all
the winter of his 82nd year. He passed away }.'Iay L4,
1965 and rests beside his long time friend and mate in
the Eriksdale Cemetery.

in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
were traced to Portage la Prairie by the RCMP. All my
mother was able to reclaim were five teaspoons of her
silver and one tablecloth for a keepsake. This was all
that was left of her trousseau.
For a short time my pa"rents lived on the Albert Havard

farm in Clydebank. During this time my brother Sam
took my mother's engagement ring and her birthstone
keeper ring and losthis pretty pretties as he called them in

NELSON

the fields and they were never found.
When Dad and Mom lived in Winnipeg, my dad was
foreman of McCurdy Supply Company. Due to the cement dust my father keptgetting double pneumonia and
the doctor said if he didn't get to the country he had a
year to live. So they came back to Eriksdale in the fall of
1935. I, Margaret, was bornJuly 20, 1928 while they
were in Winnipeg. When they came back they bought
the old Alex Smith farm NW 36-21-6W and farmed on
it till Arnold and I bought it in 1946 and they retired.
My parents were never wealthy as fa¡ as money goes

Garry & Lucille
I, Lucille Hogue, am the seventh child of Wilfred
Marie Hogue.

In

all bussed to school in Briksdale. After finishing my high

In 1973 I married Garry Nelson from Lundar. We
moved to Gimli where we both worked for Saunders
Aircraft. While in Gimli we had our fìrst son Barrett. In
1975 we moved back to the Eriksdale area, where we
bought a house and a few acres of land (title SE 13-226W). In 1979 we had our second son Michael.
I have now worked at the Eriksdale Personal Care
Home for the past 11 years. My husband is a long distance truck driver, which has taken him from east to west
in Canada as well as most of the United States.

voted Orangeman of Star of the North LOL 2499 of
Eriksdale). We always drove into town with horses. There
was always a gramophone and records at home, on which

well

1965 the La Fontaine Shool was closed and we were

school, I went to work in the city.

worked ha¡d together and enjoyed life too. They attencled
many dances in the Orange Hall, (my Dad was a de-

as

and

and grew up in

the La Fontaine areq where I took my elementary school.

but they were wealthy in many other aspects. They

Dad used to play his Scottish and Irish music

I was born in Eriksdale

as
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could express herself and communicate quite well, and
very positively and forcibly so!
At nineteen, she married George Nelson, and they
settled down to make a home. Aunt Edith had a wonderful garden, producing every kind of vegetable and
flowers and fed her growing famiþ well from the fruits
of her labors. She hadn't a lazy bone in her body.
There was always a plateful of homemade candy, she
made for us children. I remember one time she gave us

Both our boys have taken all their schooling in Eriksdale. Barrett now works in the city for a glass company.
Michael is attending school in Eriksdale.

hazel nuts she had gathered. They tasted so good!

Their house was of logs, quite large for a log house,
but unfinished. There were partitions for three or four
bedrooms upstairs. The floors were of wide boards of
rough lumber and scrubbed, so white and clean.
Their family numbered ten, and Aunt Edith never had
any of them in an hospital, but at home with the help of
her mother or a mid-wife. After the birth of one, she
suffered terribly with a bad attack of rheumatic fever.
In 1926, hard times and poor farm land caused them
to leave Lily Bay. They farmed in the Curtis school dis-

NELSON

George & Ed¡th
There is a story written by Grace Nelson ln MOD about
Ihe Nelsons ofLily Bay. Rather than repeat large portions
I will just mention a few facts.
George Nelson of Holstine, ON. came to Lily Bay in
1902. Prior to his marriage he started farming on SW 421-6W. He married Edith Preston in 1905.(See Benjamin
Preston). They raised ten children: Annie, Grace, David,
Margaret, Gladys (see George Watkinson), Maude, Ben,
Charlie, Edith, and Iris.
The following is part of a story written by a niece about
Edith. Edith, a daughter of Benjamin and Susannah Preston came as a child to live in the Lily Bay district. She,

trict (Portage la Prairie area). Their family grew up there,
and scattered here and there as families do.

When their family wÍrs gone, they moved to

smaller
farm, and were happy there, though Aunt Edith had
become very deaf. It was very hard to converse with her
because of this. She was unable to hear her grandchildren's voices. Then a doctor concluded that her ea¡s were
plugged with wax, and cleaned them out! After they went
home that evening the phone rang. She said, "What's
wrong with that thing?" She'd never heard it before.
Some things she didn't like to hear, especially when her
husband swore! After the recovery of her hearing Uncle
a

George had to be more careful of what he said. When
they grew older, they were moved into the nursing home

her brothers and younger sister had little opportunity to
gain an education. Her grammar was not perfect still she

at Portage la Prairie.

On their 65th wedding anniversary, at the Home there
was an at homefor ¡heir friends and relatives to visit them.

Later in the day, their relatives went to their daughter's
home for awonderful dinner, outunder the trees. Uncle
George was unable to attend, but Aunt Edith was there

in her wheel chair, and delighted us women with her
story of the day and circumstances when they were married. She concluded with, "And I never, ever wanted any

other man!"

In October,

1971 they moved into the new nursing
Edith
died on November 4,1977 at.86.
home. Aunt
Their old homestead in Lily Bay was sold to Nathan
Finkel. He later sold it to Canada Cement Co. and that

Ben, Dave & Charlie Nelson (1936)
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is where they are mining rock now to haul away.

Joined the Naay andfarmed with him at one time.
Whm he\ not with his boys, or driaíng the tractor,

A poem, by Alma (Lamont) Wilson (a grandchild),
written on the occasion of the family reunion in the eight-

He\ drinking Lamb's Naay Rurn,

oh, he's a bad actor.

And Edith, the ninth, has a sþecialfeature,

ies.

"A Poem Dedicated To The George Nelson Family"
Please sit and listm carefully,

if you

Tö a story of which you should

all

It starß with your

a,nc¿stry,

that\

She sþent most

you

came

from,

For you all began with your dad and your mom.
George

lift

as a school teacher.

She met and married Heq that uas mistake No, l,
But she had four m,ore mistakes before she was don¿.
Now Irß, the baby, a real afier-thought,

dare,

be aware.

where

of hn

Was a red-haired lassie,

Nebon and Edith heston wmt t0 Winniþeg town,

She worked

W¿re he asked her to þurchase a whíte wedding gown.
But between then thE had líttle monq on hand,

that the stork brought,

in Portage, then rnoaed to BC,

Where she and

Bud

teach

all their relatiues to ski.

Now we know that you're bored, but that's to no aaail,
For we're not at the md of this tery long tale.

So irutead bought a ladder and a small piece of land,
Oh yes, they started farming in marital bliss,
In Lily Bay, thm on to the farrn at Curtß.
Theirfamily uü grnwn as they lefi Hooþ N'Holler

Now Ben and Eaelyn webome you to theìr home,

And moaing west of Sioux Village took their aery last

And they hoþe you're mjoying this

You're all here together, a family of ten,
Seuen

dollar.

Annie went offto Kamþlooþs, BC.

A

telephone oþerator, she thought she would be.

old poem.

And you're all wehome back, ífyou're still here tomorrow.

She had three wee kids and worked

at

the

Co-operator.

NICHOLSON/
ANDERSON

þicking berries she learned to fþ a helicoþter,

And Grace,

siþ

Good health, haþþy traaelling, they say with no szrrlzø,

So

When

of you u)zm(n, and three of you men,

you know, has sþecial þowers,
Especially when it comes to gardens andflowers.
as

But that\ not all that

keeþs her son busy,

All

eggs can

those chickens

and

make

one

John Nicholson

feel diz<y.

John was born in Trondheim, Norway in 1867. Along
with a brother, they came to Canada at an early age.
Like so many other immigrants of the time, he took up
the challenge to farm in the Interlake. His brother re-

And Daae, oldest boy in this family of ten,
Would haue rnßsed this reunion

if

his

garden was in.

As a boy he cut cord wood and built bridges in BC,

But without

his garden produce, where

would we all be?

mained in Winnipeg. They also had a sister in the Duluth,

Now Margaret, we thought ouned the Fort Garry Hotel,

Minn.

But that she just worked there, I'll neuer tell.
Her neþhews and nieces remernber many good times,
Going home with their handsfull ofknick-lcnaclcs and dimes.
And Gkdys wmt North to Erilcsdale land,
And met uþ with George, oh, wasn't that grand,

At Witeshell

Fish Hatchery

it\

John was among the early settlers of the Nyland School
district. He had a small farm, afew cows, a herd of sheep
and four heavy work horses to work the land and grow

grain. He had his own threshing machine and engine
and did custom work as well.
Being a skilled blacksmith, he could do his own machinery repairs and wqq a great help to the neighbors
when they needed work done.
The neighbors'children loved to stop by his place as
there was always a treat of lump sugar or peppermints

really well known,

She\ the best blueberry þicker thß country has grown.
And Maude uent to work at McCallister Seed,
MetJohn, married him ønd had

þur

moutlu

to

feed.

She grows the best strawberries, rasþberries too,

And she and her fomily are enjoying this do.
Now Ben, what a gu!, our old Nauy recruit,

for them.
John remained on his farm until the late fifties, when
he moved into the village of Eriksdale. In 1958 a tragic
fìre took his life.

As afarmer ønd møintenance ma.n made his loot.

Hì: wife and two kids realþ know how to laugh,
At the satne old jokes he told to the night nursing stafi
And Charlie uas always Ben's partner in crime,
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Theyhave two children, Kristina, of Winnipeg and Tèrry
in Steinbach. Gordon passed away in 1987.

Lil Bennett & Grant Wagner
Margít Anderson (1O4 years)
& Grant Wagner (grandson)

Lily did not enjoy country living; she was a grand
target for poison ivy, and it would return every year, She

Margit Anderson

thought of her mother's never ending hard work and

Margitwas born in Valders, Norway, November 30, 1884.
She first came to the United States in 1909. She married
Axil Anderson, November 9, 1910, in Valley City, ND.
She came to Canada in 1911. She lived in Saskatchewan
before coming to Manitoba. In 1912 Margit came to

decided there must be something better in the big world
away from all of this. After her school years, she continued to live and work in Winnipeg.

Lily married Len Wagner and they had one son,
Grant. Now she has twin grandchildren, Ashley and
Ainsley, born to Grant and wife,Jackie. Grant and fam-

Eriksdale to work as a housekeeper for Mr John
Nicholson, She had two children, Lily and Gordon.

ily reside in Tsawassen Delta, BC. Len Wagner has passed

Besides her housekeeping chores and caring for her
children, it was her responsibility to milk the cows and
mind the sheep. Fences were a luxur/, mostþ non-existent, so the animals wandered for feed at their free will.
Many, many hours were spent to find the cows. She had
a large vegetable garden and come fall, fìlled every sealer
and

away.

In

1970

Lily married

Reginald Bennet, and they

mostly lived in the Vancouver area, spending time

travelling as well. Reg
passed away in 1994, and

jar with vegetables and wild fruit.

Lily has moved

Neighbors and friends remember her for her lovely
flower garden and her beautiful flowering house plants.
Margit had a warm and generous personality. She
enjoyed helping organize family picnics and dances and
other social gatherings. No event was complete without
her delicious heart shaped cream waffles, topped with
butter ancl- sugar.
Several years later Margit returned to Winnipeg to
work there when her daughter returned to school. Her
son, Gordon, mostly worked in the city, too.
After Gordon returned from service in WWII, he
married Hattie Whitney. They had one daughter. Gloria
is married to Orest Recunyk and lives in Steinbach, MB.

to

Tsawassen to be near her

family.

Reg Bennett

Margit passed away
August 21, 1993, at 108 years.

NICKEL
John & Barbara
John Abram, born in Altona, MB February 1962, is the
third of five children, ofJohn B. Nickel and Elizabeth
596

Derkson, who grew up and resided in Horndean for most
of their lives.

born. They then made arrangements to immigrate to
Canada in 1905. They arrived along with Brita's mother,
Maretha PerJohansson, continuing on their way up to

Barbara Klassen, born in Ft, Vermillio, AB, September 1963, is the sixth of nine children, ofJake Klassen
and Aganetha Harms, who lived most of their married
lives in the Winkler area.

Eriksdale by ox cart. They took
6W) in Nyland School district.

a

homestead (NE 80-22-

John and I(Barb) were married in May 1982. We lived
in St. Malo, MB from 1982 - 1984. We lived in Osterwick

Nils got ajob working for the railway laying ties while
Brita cared for the cattle and farming, plus their four
children; Marta, Bertha, Adolf and Esther. Brita and her

from 1984 - 1986. Our first child, Alicia Dawn, was born
in October 1985.

family.

mother kept their spinning wheel busy to knit for the

In February 1986, we bought a farm in Eriksdale which
is now known as Northern Genetics Inc. InJuly 1988,
MatthewJohn was born and in September 1990,Jayme
Rachelle was born. Alicia and Matthew have both attended Eriksdale Collegiate.
John has participated in curling and has been a member of the Chamber of Commerce. He spent two years
on the Super Six Board.John has been a delegate for the

Manitoba Pork for the past five years and is now also on
their Human Resource Committee.
I have taught aerobics classes for the past eight years
and from 1992 - 1994 gymnastics. Through the children,
Alicia and Matthew, I was involved with figure skating
while they participated.
In October 1994, we changed residences and moved
to the Morris Lake area. The children attend school in
Teulon, MB.

Bertha, Adolf, Marta; Ester
When Marta was 13 years old she went to Winnipeg
looking for work. She worked for various people doing

NILSON/HEDBERG

housework, until she got ajob working for the Richardson

Nils Nilson was born in Offerdal, Sweden onJuly 3, 1866.
he joined the Dragons (Horse Cavalry).

family.

When he was of age,

In 1959

By 1926 she, her cousin Victoria Landin, and friend
Freda Carlson, took a trip to Chicago looking for work.
Martagot ajob working at the Thameshanty Club as

a statue was erected in honour of the regi-

ment. Nils was the last surviving member, so it was dedi-

a waitress where she served such notables as Amos and

cated in his name.

Andy (famous radio comedians) who came to dine and

On November 24, 1900 he married BritaKarolina

play golf.

It

Perdotter, and in 1901 their daughter Marta Kristina, was

in Chicago that she met and married Elis
Hedberg of Grimboda, Sweden on Septemb er 24, 1927.
In 1928 she gave birth to a son Vernon.
In 1929, expecting another child, she came back to
Eriksdale to stay with her parents. Work was hard to find
for Elis. The Depression was setting in and by 1930 he
had to give up and come back to his wife and children,

r{

was

asJoyce was born

l\

in

1930.

Elis moved his family onto Edstrom's old homestead
until they bought the farm a quarter mile from Nyland
School, where they continued to farm until 1946 when

{
Nils & Bríta Nilson
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ters. Robert works for Swift-Gainer as area sales manager for Western Canada. They live in Calgary, AB. Cathi
is married toJamie. They have one son and one daughter and run their own business in Calgary. Caren, unmarried, works as a care giver in a senior citizen's home
and lives in Winnipeg.

NORBY
Arvid & Brita
Arvid Brnest and Brita Brika Norby arrived in Eriksdale

Robert, Rae, Joyce, Vernon Hedberg

about 1913 and fa¡med a quarter section about ten miles
NW of Eriksdale. They had six children. Ina, the oldest,
died in 1941 and Elsie Kellner in 1981. Their only son,
Arthur Norb/, and three daughters, BdnaJohnson, Tecla
Gunn, and Margo Clark,live in BC.
In 1943 they sold the farm and moved to BC, where

they moved to Winnipeg.
Rae was born

in 1932 and Robert in

1940.

Elis and Marta enjoyed a long retirement with family
and friends. Elis passed away March 24,1982 and Marta
passed on February 3, 1994.

they lived in Port Moody for eighteen years. Mr. Norby
died in 1963 at age 84. Mrs. Norby died in L974 at age

Rae was married to Dan Balacko (1954 to I972).They

had three sons; Richard, (1955) chief Electorial Officer
of Manitoba, is married to Sha¡on. Theyhave two daughters, Laura and Allison. Alan, (1957) oPerates his own
painting and decorating business in Victoria, BC, is mar-

93.

NORD (OLOFSSON}
Jons & Sara

ried to Patricia. They have two daughters, Amy and
Dana. Darryl (1964) works as a special assistant to Lloyd
Axworthy in Ottawa and is unmarried.
Rae and George Munroe boughttheir house and continue living there.
Vernon, born an American, went to Chicago when
he was 17 to go to school, but ended up in the Army
Airforce at age 18. After his time was up he went to
Minneapolis and worked for Minneapolis Moline for a
number of years. That's where he met Gloria Bloom.
They were married in Moorehead, Minn. on September
15, 1951. They had five children. David marriedJoyce,

Jons Olofsson and Sara Simonson were married in
Follinge,Jamtland, Sweden on February 2, 1892. Their
fìrst son, Olof (Ole) was bornJanuary 25,1896. Twin
boys followed. One died in infancy, but Andrew sur-

vived. Another

son

Edward, was born April
28, 1900 and daughter
Anna, arrived November
12, 1901. In 1904 when
Sara was expecting their
last child, the family emigrated to Percival SK
whereJon's brother Brik,
was already established.
Simon was born here on

they have four children. Richard married Rose and have

three boys. Debbie is married and they have one son,
Chad. Wayne ma¡ried Jean, no children; they live in
Iowa. Robert married Patricia. She has three children.
Joyce marriedLen Lundman (deceased)in 1952. They
had four children. Gary lives on a farm just outside
Oakbank, MB. Craig is married to Patricia. They have
three daughters and live in Langley. He is a developer
and realtor. Diane is married to Juan. They have one
daughter, and live in Calgary. Diane is a¡r accountant.
Carla, unmarried, lives in Nelson, BC, and works as a

July29,

1904. An epidemic

Ole Nord (cl916)
clatmed the life of young
Andrew.
The family moved to Winnipeg in 1906. It was at this
time the name was changed to Nord. Jons, a stonemason found work applying his trade a¡ound Winnipeg area.
However, in the North opportunity beckoned. Land

travel agent.
Robert married Elaine (Larmie) and has two daugh598

Jons & Sara Nord, Ed Nord (holding daughter
Mildred), Anna Olson, Ole Nord, Ed Nord,
Símon Nord (1929)
was cheap and wild game abundant. The Nord family
settled north-west of the village of Eriksdale in about
1908. At that time, the railroad line only extended as far

north as Oak Point, and travel beyond was difficult, as
only trails existed through the bush and swamps. Times
were difficult for the settlers and Jons and Ole would
carry i00 pound bags of flour on their backs from Oak
Sara Nord spinning wool (cl95O)

Point to the homestead. The staple diet was moose meat,

well as porridge made from flour and oatmeal.
The Nords were active in the community. Jons donated land for a school which was built in 1910 out of
hand-hewn logs. The Nord School was used for social
gatherings, as well as classes. The Nord cemetery was
established about 1909 on the homestead ofJ.H. Soli.
as

The Nords were

a

musical family.Jons had been taught

to play the violin by his father in Sweden.Jon's youngest brother, Goran Olofsson Follinger, was a renowned
violinist in both Europe and America. The Nords played
for many dances. Ole played the violin, and Simon and
Edward went on to receive formal education on the violin and piano respectively.
After several years, the Nords moved to Mulvihill,
Sleeve Lake, Waterhen, and in 1921, they homesteaded
on Peonan Point.Jons and Sara lived there the rest of
their lives.Jons died August 23, 1942 and Sara on Octo-

Jons had a forge and tools to provide blacksmithing services for the community. He made his own charcoal for

firing and lime for building.Jons made much of the family's furniture, as well as spoons and tools for use in the
kitchen. In 1912,Jons designed and built a wind-driven
flour mill on NE l6-22-6W.
Sara was a skilled midwife and a prudent homemaker.

ber 1, 1956.

She made her own lye soap. The clothes were boiled in

Descendents ofJons and Sara Nord:
Ole marriedJacobina (Bina) Olson onJuly 23,1932.
They ranched on Peonan Point and retired in Steep Rock.

a copper boiler over a wood fire and stirred with a
wooden paddle. In the spring, she cut and peeled thin
willow branches and then dried them to make whisks
for the cooking. Sara was a wonderful cook. She made
delicious cheeses and churned her own butter. She was
noted for her smoked meat soup and dumplings, fluffy
white bread, thin bread, meatballs and gravy, as well as
braided butter rings. There was always room for one
more at the Nord table.

Ole enjoyed music and made violins until his death,
October 30,1977. Bina now lives in Red Deer, AB. Their
children:
1, Vera lives in Steeprock. Her son, Kenneth, lives in
Vancouver, BC.
2.Judy married Rob Schwartz, April30, 1970 and now
Iives in Red Deer, AB. Their children, Lorne and Laurie,
currently attend university in Edmonton, AB.
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3. Lorne died in a car accident onJune 30, 1968.
Edward ranched with his parents on Peonan Point.

He retired to Winnipeg where he diedJune 10, 1971.
Anna married Ed Olson, December 28, 1927; they
were later divorced. On November 12, 1955 Anna married Gus Martinson in Red Lake, C)N where she died on
August 25, 1973. Her children from her first marriage
were:

L Mildred ma¡ried Bill Horton,July 16, 1949 (died
trlay 23,1986). She has a home in Steeprock. Their
daughter, Sharon married Rennie Guenette (later divorced). They had one daughter, Robin.
2. Verne married Grace Mason on December 29, 1958
(later divorced). Grace and their children, Norda and
Howie, live in Calgary. Norda ma¡ried HaroldJordan'
They have two sons, Shawn and Cody. Verne lives in

Claude & Bertha Norman's weddíng day
1892. At age 18 in 1910 she emigrated to Canada to live
with an aunt and uncle in Winnipeg. She found work in
a sewing factory and worked there until she met and
married our father onJune 21, 1913.
After the birth of their first daughter Ragna in 1914,

Winnipeg.
3. Simon married Violet Olson October 3' 1935. After working in the gold mines of Red Lake, ON for many
years, Simon passed away onJuly 28, 1980. He was an
accomplished violinist. Violet now lives in Bdson, AB'

grant to homestead. They were granted
a one quarter section in (SE 27-23-5W), eight miles to

they applied for

Their children are:
1. Verner ma¡ried Ailin Pearson, August 29, 1959;
currently living in West Hill, ON. They have three children: Linnea, Graham and Andrea who all attend university (Andrea in Sweden).
2. Birtle married Shirley Rock, May 4, 1963. They
live in White Rock, BC where their son, Leif, attends

the nearest store.

They moved to Mulvihill in the spring of 1915. It was
a big change for both. Mother had never lived in the
country and to move into an area where land had to be

cleared and a home to be built was a big change. Mom
and her daughter Ragna first lived with a friend lulrs' Ed
Olseryinher shelter while their own was being built. The
shelters were tar papered shacks, small log cabins, but
liveable. They had no transportation at first so walked
everywhere they had to go. They carried water for cook-

college.
3. Sonja married Brian Boyce, October27,1961.

a

They

have two children, Kevin and Robin, and live in Edson,
AB.

ing and bathing, hunted rabbits and prairie chickens for

4. Donald married Cathy Bolton,July 9, 1976. They
live in Red Lake, ON where their daughters, Jennifer

meat and walked eight miles for other supplies they
needed. This must have been very tough. There were
no roads, only trails, and on walks to the town they had
to put up with howling wolves, mosquitoes and swamps
when they first moved there. When Dad had the shelter
built, Mom moved in to help with all the other work that

and Kristin still attend school.

The Nord musical tradition has been maintained by
several of the grandchildren.

NORMAN
Claude & Bertha

had to be done. Land to clear, wells to be dug,logs to be
cut and hewed. This was all done by hand to build their

Dad was born in Namsos, Norway on March L7,1874.|n
1893 he emigrated to USA to join his brother,Jens, in
Duluth, Minn. He found work there at Ma¡shall Wells
and stayed there until 1911. He then moved to Winnipeg and continued to work for Marshall Wells.
Mom was born in Mobruk, Sweden on February 25,

There were neighbors on most quarters and they all
worked together to develop the area. They cleared land
for roads, broke land for their gardens, put up stables for
the cow they all received in their land grant' Hay and
wood also had to be put up for the winter.
Once Mom was settled in their new home, Dad went

home.
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out to work. He was a carpenter and worked at many
jobs. Lumber camps, helping build the power dam at
Seven Sisters, MB, building grain elevators and many
other jobs that were available. Mom was left alone to
look after the homestead and now two girls, Ragna and
Irene.

When they had the influenza epidemic, many of the
families lost members of their families. The ladies of the
district all helped out through that bad time. Some looked
after the children, while others tended to the families
stricken. Our mother was one thatwalked from home to
home to feed, bathe and do the chores of those thatwere

not able. This was their way of life and they truly cared
for one another.
As the families grew and children became of school
age, they needed a school. Mom helped in making arrangements for a school to be built. The Agriculture
School was built by the many in the area. The school
was also used to hold church, dancing and many unforgettable picnics. There were always a lot of picnics and
house parties in the community with lots of good food
and fun. This was their entertainment and visiting with

Edith, Ragna, lna, lrene, Helen; Bert, Bertha &
Claude, Walter (vísíting relative), Maríon (inset)
Mom sewed most of our clothes and knit socks and
mitts so was kept busy with her big family. Many nights
by coal oil lamp she sat and sewed for her family to have
something new for the concerts and dances.
Dad built our second house out of logs from the area
around us and by then he shopped many times at Smith's
in Eriksdale for all the finishing products he needed. He
built all our buildings with the help of his sons and we
are pleased that these buildings as far as we know are
still around the area.
We all worked hard at making a go of our farm, but
we always enjoyed it with our neighbors and frieuds.
We have many good memories.
Dad passed away inJanuary 1951 at his home in Ag-

each other.

Our parents first transportation was a team of oxen
and wagon. That made travel and carrying food supplies a lot easier.
The Norman family grew to a family of nine. Six girls
and three boys; Ragna, Irene, Walter, Bert, Edith, Robert,

Hellen, Marion and Ina. Ragna and Irene were born in
Winnipeg hospitals, Walter, Bert, and Edith were delivered by

a

mid-wife, "Mrs. Grant Olsen". The four young-

est children were born in Eriksdale hospital.

As the children grew older and stronger, they were
able to lighten the load by helping with chores. When
our father was able to be home most of the time now,
they got a team of horses. The boys helped Dad cut logs
and haul them to the saw mill. They also cut cord wood
to sell, snared rabbits and dug Seneca root to help buy
clothes and groceries. Their livestock herd was now starting to grow, cows, sheep, pigs, and chickens. This helped
with table supplies; milk, eggs and meat for dinners. Mom
always did a lot of meat canning, wild berries and vegetables for the winter months. The only way to keep meat
during the summer was to can it and lower it into the
well to keep cool and fresh. The area around where we
lived had a good variety of wild berries, strawberries,
saskatoons, chokecherries, pincherries and cranberries.
These made for good jams and dessert sauces.

riculture,. on the land he always referred to as God's
Country. Mom moved to Winnipeg shortly thereafter to
live with her three youngest daughters.
Our brother Bert and Thorb Christiansen were the
last to leave the area in which we lived. The community
pasture took over the land on which both farmed. Bert
sold his farm in the summer of 1952 and moved his family to Winnipeg, also.
Mom lived with her two youngest daughters until her
death in 1973. There are only five remaining in the family now. Robert drowned in 1951, Ma¡ion died after a
car accident in 1952, Walter and Bert both died of cancer, Walter in 1975 and Bert in L977. Bert had a family of
eight. Walter had two daughters.
The remaining five are Ragna with one son, Irene
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with two daughters, Edith has four daughters and one
son, Hellen and Ina have no children.
These are our memories of homein Mulvihill.

One beautiful winter morning I was watering the cattle. I was hauling water from the well, because I did not
have a pump. Satisfaction shone from my face and my
chest seemed to be higher than normal under my tattered sheepskin coat. And why not? I had a large heard

of cattle and I managed without assistance, despite the
occasional feverish activity.
The dog began to bark and suddenly into the yard
sped a pair of noble horses with two men, dressed in
splendid furcoats. They were as wide as cattlebuyers. One
of them climbs out of the sleigh and tramps over to me.
"Good Day" he says in perfect Finnish. I was dumbfounded, because I had not seen the man before and I
was not aware of any kinsmen living in the area. It was
soon sorted out, Stranger was a man called Mattson, a
farmer from the shores of Lake Manitoba. I had heard
his name previously. Came to meet his distant neighbor.
Asked almost right away why I had not visited him before. J'Well, it's hard to find the time to go anywhere" I
answered. -"What makes you so busy then" he asked. I
said that "it takes most of one man's time to care for the
cattle". At the same time I glanced at the cattleya¡d and
my chest swelled again under the sheepskin coat. J'Do
you have a lot of cattle" the visitor inquired? -"Seventeen head", I answered mightily. -"Well that shouldn't
keep a man so busy", he replied with a smile. My ego
seemed to receive quite a blow. For awhile I was speechless. Finally I was able to say "how many head do you
have then?tt-ttThere are somewhat over sixty", Mattson
answered. My eyes stood like in owl's head, round and
dangerous. Neighbor seemed to be enjoying my astonishment. J'You probably have several servants, who do
the work," I was able to utter at last. -"No one else than

NORMAN
Ernst Selim
Mm - Written by Ernst Selim
Norman. Originally published January 3t, 1924, in
The Differmce Betwem

Canadan Uutiset, a Finnish newspaper, printed in Thunder Bay, ON.
"The English speaking always write the 'i'-word with
a capital letter. I have never read or heard an explanation for why they have adopted the custom. From the
Finnish viewpoint this type of self elevation appears the
epitome of egotism, the most blatant flower of selfïshness. Nevertheless let us agree that in certain exceptional
cases, when a person is really'full of himself', he has the
reason and the right to write, even in the Finnish lanBuage, the 'i'- word with a capital letter. For that reason I
will also assume the freedom, that in this scribble of mine

I will write 'i' with a capital'M'.
You see, I am an independent fa¡mer. I have land
and I have cattle. And there are many cattle. The labour
force comes from pair of oxen and

a

horse. There are no

servants. In the summer, in the haying season and during other busy times, the good wife is my only helper
and workmate. In the old country I started off as a hired
hand and here in Manitoba I am a master.
Seventeen head of cattle in the yard. And all of it cared

for without outside assistance. While a youngster I
worked

as a hired hand, on a farm

in Finland's interior,

wife and couple of good-for-nothing kids", my visitor
said. My lofty chest dropped to my belt level. When I
stated my amazement about their ability to manage such
a large heard with so few people Mattson said indifferently, that "could manage half as much, if I bothered to
make hay for them."
Sit and burn! I will not write with 'I'-word in capital

where there were twenty head of cattle. There were three

of us hired hands and a same number of servant girls.
Add to that the farmhands and other helpers and there
was always enough work for everyone. And here I take
care of almost the same number of cattle alone. Sometimes the work becomes pressing but it cannot be helped.
The next door neighbor is a war veteran, who received

full of cattle from the 'Veterans Relocation Department', He also has a pair of oxen and a horse. He is
young, vigorous, single man, who has a spinster sister as
a housekeeper. Thus as many human-, oxen- and horse
power as I have. - Made hay in.both farms. Neighbor
with his sister made 20 loads and I with my wife made
68 loads! What caused such alarge gap in the number of
loads? What else but the difference between men.
a barn

letter.

Some weeks after the above event I harnessed my
lean hack and visited the Mattson's. There were seventy
head of cattle and fat and stately theywere. The conversation turned to trapping muskrats. Mattson had not
trapped muskrats before, therefore he having no experience was asking me, the old experienced trapper, for
advice. Threatened seriously to come in the spring to
602

our Birch Lake to catch rats. I could not understand how
he could leave his house and his work and go away from

they continued to farm there.
town.
They raised six children:

his home for several weeks. I did not believe him and I
even thought that'come old man, then you will see, that
snaring muskrats is not child's play'.
Spring came and muskrat season began. My neighbor
from the shores of Lake Manitoba came after all to trap
muskrats. I thought that this time my neighbor is mistaking, because those rats ile not that easy to catch.
Six weeks went by and the season finished. Mattson

In

1948 they moved into

Thelma (Johnson), Steini, Helga (Knox), Olavia
(Willetts), Lilja (Jeffers), and Brnesr.
Thelma lives in Clearbrook BC and has three children; Ikis, Edith and Lorene.

Steini died

in

1966, but left three children; Donna,

Ron and Lorna.
Ernest lives in Winnipeg with his wife Dorothy.
Oli and Helga moved to Eriksdale in 1972. Oli died

pulled from Birch Lake four hundred rats, in the same
time that it took me to snuffle seventy fìve! When we

in

1975. Helga is now in the Briksdale Personal Care
Home. In the 20 years she has been here, she has made
a lot of good friends. She is known for her excellent
handicrafts, love of knitting, crocheting, embroidery and
quilting. She crocheted bedspreads for each of her four
daughters, knitted mitts and sweaters for all of her 18

discussed it afterwa¡ds and when I was wondering at his
trapping luck, he said with a smile: 'I could get half as
much if I bothered to set more traps.' :That would be all

that's lacking!
I have to take my hat off and bow low and admit that
after all there is a difference between men and that difference is great." B.S.N.

grandchildren and some of her 21 great-grandchildren.
At 96 years she has become too frail to knit, but she is
still aware of her surroundings, knows her family, and
even her great-great-granddaughter.

Helga is a true pioneer, remembering a time when
her parents drove a team of oxen on a longjourney for
supplies and a time when man made a journey to the
moon in no time at all.
Helga Olafson passed away November 26, 1994.

OLSON/NYSTROM
Anders & Anna Olson
My grandfather, Anders Wilhelm, left his family a¡rd his
work as a blacksmith in Sweden in the early 1900's to
seek new opportunities in Canada where he worked at
railway construction and also his trade as a blacksmith.
He was later joined by his two oldest children, Victoria and Algot, who helped raise finances necessary to

bring his wife, Anna Charlotta, and children: Hildur,
Ruth, Gunhild, Alona and Frank, to Canada in 1908.
The family eventually settled in the Mulvihill area, which
at that time was know as Mona PO.
My mother (Alona) told me she remembers going by
ox cart from Oak Point to Mulvihill. It must have seemed
like a very long journey.
Wilhelm, Anna, and Algot Olson are buried in the
Mulvihill Cemetery. Anders Wilhem (1859-1942); Anna

OLAFSON
Ol¡ & Helga
Oli Olafson was born On December 13, 1895 and he
married Helga Dalman on November 16, 1919. Helga
was born on December 9, 1897. Both Oli and Helga were
born in the Lundar district and when they were married

Charlotta (1862- 1927).
603

went toJohn Taylor and University of Winnipeg, receiving his BA in Administrative Studies. He works at CPR
as a Claims Agent. Russell Morgen, December 3, 1959,
went toJohn Taylor and University of Manitoba graduating in the School of Social Work. He works at the
Miscricordia Hospital.

Signar & Alona Nysrom
Signar was born in Ljusvattnet, Sweden, November 22,
1886. He arrived in Canada on September 5, 1910. Alona
was bom in Shons, Sweden, May 3, 1898 and arrived in

Canada August 7, 1908. They were marriedJuly 26, 1919

John & Lorraine Bonnett

in Winnipeg. They fa¡med in Mulvihill for many years.
Signar was a member of the school board and officer of
Vasa. He was an avid reader, interested in politics and
community. He also helped to build some of the eleva-

Lorraine Nystrom is the daughter of Alona and Signar
Nystrom. After moving to Winnipeg and working as a
secretary for BA Oil and Northern Electric for a few
years, Lorraine moved to Vancouver, BC. in 1948.She
worked for Canadian Pacific Railways as a reservation

tors across the prairies. These prairie land marks are great

points of interest for arlists.
Alona had a bubbly personality and a capability to
make people laugh through her unique directing of plays,
skits and sing-song using friends and neighbors as her
stars.

I believe they performed at Nyland

clerk until her marriage toJohn Douglas Bonnett in 1950'

They resided in West Vancouver, BC.
They had three children: Gordon, born December 4,
1951; Derrick, April25, 1957; and Leigh, April25, 1959.
They attended Ridgeview Elementary and West Va¡rcouver Secondary Schools. Gordon received his post-sec-

School. They

had four daughters: Myrtle, born September 1, 1920;
Lorraine, born September 20, 1923; Daphne, born October 22,1925; and Florence, born March 9, 1927. All
born in Mulvihill. After retiringtheymoved to OakPoint,
MB. When Signar died Alona lived in Eriksdale for a
time, then moved to Vasalund in Winnipeg.

ondary education at the University of British Columbia
receiving his Bachelor of Science Degree and Education
Degree and, subsequently, a Masters degree. He teaches
at the Oliver Secondary School, Oliver, BC. Leigh is a
Customer Service Representative at BC Telephone Co.
Sadly, Derrick passed away in 1966 at the age of 11.
In 1976 Lorraine andJohn adopted Nancy, a 14 year
old girl from the Dominican Republic. She spoke no
English, only Spanish. She attended WestVancouver El-

Lyndon & Myrtle Jones
Myrtle Anna M. Nystrom is the eldest daughter of Alona
and Signar Nystrom. Moving to Winnipeg she worked
at Perth's and National Stationers.

ementary and Secondary School and graduated later tak-

Lyndon Grant was born March 19, 1922 in Bristol,
England and came to Canada with his family as an infant. In 1939 he joined the RAF and went overseas. After returning to Canada he worked at CPR for 38 years
at various jobs from accountant to platform inspector.
Myrtle and Lyndon met in 1945 and were married in
1947,He proposed on a shaky old street car, now obso-

ing a hairdressing course. She is married and lives in
Boston, Mass.

John & Daphne Panton
Daphne Nystrom, the third daughter of Alonaand Sþar
Nystrom, was born in Mulvihill. She obtained her edu-

cation at Mulvihill, Gordon Bell High School and Normal School in Winnipeg.
Upon receiving her teaching certificate she taught at
Menisino SD, Pebble Beach SD and in several schools
in greater Winnipeg.
In 1953 in search of adventure she went to Fort
Churchill as an adjustment teacher for two years, where
temperatures dipped to -50 and to -60 with the wind chill,

lete. How romantic! Myrtle joined the Norman Art
Group in 1982 and enjoys painting in water colors, also
doing porhaits in pastel.
Theyhave four sons and one daughter. Lyndon Grant,
born May 17,1948. He graduated from St.James Collegiate, works at CPR as an accountant. Kenneth Randall,
February 26, 1951, went to Deer LodgeJr. High and Red
River College getting his Inter-Provincial Plumbing Cer-

and polar bears played on the icebergs.
August 1954 Daphne marriedJohn Panton, born in
North Battleford, but moved to Kelowna at an early age

tificate. Alona Lorraine, June 16, 1952, born in a taxi
cab outside the Grace Hospital. She went toJohn Täylor
and took a computer course at National Tiaining Insti-

where his father set up practice at the Kelowna hospital.

tute graduating as a Word Processing Specialist. She
works at Quik Tiansfer. Owen Rhys,January 13, 1955,

John was educated in Kelowna, Aero Industrial Insti604

tute in California and UBC. In 1943 he joined the air
force and graduated as a pilot.

sons finished their education. William is now an aero

John and Daphne settled in Toronto.John worked at
Orenda Engines and Daphne continued teaching.
In 1956John and family were transfered to Cold Lake

has a home in Chanhassen, Minn.
Thomas is a neurologist and lives with his wife Michele

designing engineer with a firm in Burnsville, Minn. He

and two daughters, one and three, in Stillwater, Minn.
He has a practice in St. Paul.

Air Force Base, where on the eve of Hallowe'en, in 1959
their first daughter Lisa was born. They returned to Toronto where Janis, their second daughter was born in
1961. In 1966 they settled in Calgary, AB where both
daughters continued their education.
Lisa graduated with a Bachelor of Science and a law
degree. She is now a partner in a law firm in Calgary. In
1981 Lisa married Michael Gaunt who graduated from
the University of Calgary with a master's degree in Bio
Chemistry. He is involved in research at the university.
Lisa and Michael have two children; a son, Breton, born
in 1987 and a daughter, Alix, born in 1990. Lisa and
Michael are very involved in their community and

In 1978 Raywas hansferred to Denver, Colorado. Ann
finished school in Denver, met and married Douglas
Visscher. She now has a nine year old daughter and works

for the Denver School of Technology and lives in
Brighton, Colorado.

In

I was transferred to Phoenix, Arizona. We lived in Arizona until I retired in 1993,
then moved back to Denver. We are now living in
Brighton, Colorado.
We have lived in many places with their own special
beauty, but in my heart I still call l|rlúvihill home.

school.

OLSSON/APPLEYARD

Janis graduated from the University of Calgary with a
Bachelor of Education and a diploma. She taught in Special Education classes in Calgary. In 1988 she married

Olaf was born September 23, 1904 inJamtland, Sweden, to Sarah (Goranson) and Olaf Olsson Sr.

Brian Nelson, born in Nova Scotia. Brian moved west
and received a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Three
Hill College. He studied Political Science at the University of Caþary and then joined the military. Brian is Captain in the PPCLI presently stationed in Calgary.Janis
and Brian have a son, Geordie, born in 1992 and a daughter, Chloe, born in 1994. Janis and Brian are actively
involved in their church and community.
John and Daphne have retired and are busy with vol-

After his son Olaf was born, Olaf Sr. left Sweden for
Canada to begin

new life. He left behind his wife Sarah,
daughter Martha, and son Olaf. Three years later, after
and earned enough money to pay for their voyage across
the Atlantic the family came to Canada.
Olaf Sr. travelled by train to Oak Point. From there
he walked 60 miles to the SW 30-22-6W to establish his

farm stead.
Olaf Sr. built a house from the trees cut on his land.
While working alone, measuring and markingwith anail,
a native man appeared in the clearing. Olaf Sr. was ap-

olden days.

prehensive a¡rd the stranger appeared apprehensive as
well. After a moment of observing each other cautiously,
the native man stepped forward and handed Olaf Sr. a
pencil - a welcomed gesture that ended in a handshake.
Sarah and her little children came to Canada to join

Raymond & Florence Jacques
I was born in Woodlea, MB to Alona and Sþar Nystrom
on March 9, 1928. I left Mulvihill when I was 15 to attend school in Winnipeg. I taught school at Aston Villa
in Faulkner, MB. I leftWinnipegin 1949 forVancouver,

Olaf Sr. in 1908. She brought with her potato seed and
the sta¡ter for bng milk (today's form of yogurt). They
established a good mixed farm which provided all their

BC where I met and married RaymondJacques in 1950.

We moved to Minneapolis, Minn. in 1952, and our
son William was born in 1956. We moved to Detroit,
Michigan in 1958 the year our second son Tom was born.
Our daughter Ann Marie was born in Sterling Heights,

in

a

he built ahouse on the SW 30-22-6W, cleared some land,

unteer work with the Lions Club and Stars - Shock
Trauma Air Rescue. Their quiet moments are filled with
enjoying their grandchildren and fond memories of the

Michigan in 1965.
We moved back to Minneapolis

1987 when Ray retired,

needs.

They were a sharing couple, a characteristic common
among pioneer people. When neighbors did not have
enough to feed and clothe their children, Olaf a¡rd Sarah
were among those who took in a child for the winter
months to clothe and feed. In the spring when the land

1970 where our
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vival and children used guns at early ages. I used a gun
by the age of 12 to hunt rabbits. I was proud to get a
duck, partridge, or prairie chicken to roast for the table'
You never shot more than what could be used in those

began to produce, the child would return to their home.
Olaf and Sarah had another son in 1914, whom they

named Eric Olaf Jr. He and his sister, Martha, were
among the 60 oddchildren who attended the one room
school, South Head, with one teacher and only long

times before refrigeration.

Church in Eriksdale. Olaf played the music for his own
wedding dance.
They spent the first few months with the senior

When company came in the summer, meat was Provided by going out to the hen house.
Another event that I found especially interesting was
the digging of seneca root and wolf pups in spring by
the native people who travelled by team and wagon with
the whole family plus dogs and set uP camp near our
farmstead so that they could get water from our well and
buy milk and eggs. They lived in teepees and had nightly
fìres to cook over, give light, and control mosquitoes.
We were so envious that their children did not have to

Olssons. In the spring, they moved to NE 30-22-6W. Each

attend school.

set of their parents gave them a start of livestock and

.

benches ftrr desks.

OlafJr. started playing his violin when he was about
17.

There were weekly house parties and he was one of

those who provided music for dancing.
In 1931 he metVictoriaHoffman, daughter of Gustav
and Martha (Miller)Hoffman of the Camper dishict.
They were marriedJanuary 3, 1932 at the Anglican

Gerald and I did dig seneca root - the work was hard
and the profìts very small.
Gerald and I acquired thejob ofschool caretakers at
South Head School when we were ten and eight years
old which meant arriving at the school by 8:00 a.m. to

they became farmers.
The Depression years were lean. In an attemptto earn
money they boarded South Head School teachers.
Later in the 1930's Olaf and Victoria bought aJohn
Deere tractor and Olaf attempted to ea¡n extra income
by ploughing, crushing and wood sawing for others.
These tasks usually left the farm chores up to Victoria'
In 1938 Olaf and Victoria's first child, a son Gerald

get the fires started.

Goingto town (Mulvihill), to ship the creiln and eggs
and to bring home mail and supplies, on a winter Saturday was an all day excursion.
Gerald's life was just a short

Vernon, was born on August 18. In 1940 on.fuly 4, their
second child,Janice Blaine, was born.
During the 1940's, Olaf and Victoria began playing
for school dances, Olaf on the violin and Victoria cording
on the Hawaiian guitar. Saturday night dances always
ended at midnight as it was an accepted rule that you
did not dance on the Sabbath. I,Janice have fond memories of dancing at a very young age - as I grew older

15

years. He died 24 hours

after the onset of Bulba¡ polio on August 27, 1953 dur-

ing the polio epidemic.
The early 1950s were wet years and income dropped
again. Electricity was coming in 1953. I wanted to buy
my parents an electric lamp so I went and tried my hand
at trapping muskrats that thrived in the slough.
Next came high school in Briksdale which mea¡rt being boarded in town - a huge privilege even though it
cost $7 a month for a room. In 1957/58,I got room and

(about seven or eight), everyone danced.
OlafJr. built a saw mill in the 1940's. That was a source

board with Karl and Katie Peterson for $4 per week.
In March 1959 I, (Janice) ma¡ried Ron Appleyard who
had come from Stonewall in 1956 to manage the Eriks-

of added income.

Olaf and Victoria had a bull and a boar. Not all farmers did. When their cow or sow came in heat, it meant a
visit to the sire which meant coffee and a visit for us all

dale Co-op.

InJune when we moved onto Olaf and Victoria's fa¡m'
to try farming, Olaf and Victoria moved to Winnipeg
where Olaf worked in a variety of labors: a furniture factory, amachine dealership and some landscaping'
When they returned to the farm in 1962, they moved
a vacant house from NW 30-22-lW, known as the

at the Olsson household. There were no phones then so

your neighbor would justwalk on over,leading the cow
for seruice.
Hunting as I knew then, was not a sport. It was an art
to acquire meat. Olaf used one or two bullets a year and
he always got what he aimed for. If there wrÌs any doubt,
the gun was never fired.

Maloneys, to the farmstead on NE 30-22-6W.
Olaf contracted for a school bus route and worked at
Nathan Finkel's farm in between bus times.

There was no gun control or licensing. Many
neighbors carried guns as their necessary tool for sur606

of family, the respect of nature and animals, the

We had a dream to have a purebred dairy herd in
19,59. We purchased two open two year old purebred
Holstein heifers. Seven years later they had produced
only one heifer who had produced one heifer - for a
total of four purebreds. We did better with our family three girls in four years (plus one more five years later).
In 1966 the farm was sold to Tom Nixon. Olaf and
Victoria moved their house to an acreage just north of
Eriksdale on land purchased from Fred Renner, an auc-

unimportance of wealth, not to be prejudiced, and to be
kind and compassionate to those less fortunate. Victoria
sang her grandchildren many old songs. She cooked
them their favorite food and made them coffee in their
own little cups that made them feel like they were really
special. Olaf would take his grandchildren on long hikes
in the bush pointing out all the wildlife and wild flowers.
There was always a trip to the Havakeen Lunch for icecream. Olaf and Victoria left their grandchildren with
an appreciation for music. All of them play the piano
and have performed many times with them on their violin and guitar.
In closing I would like to pay tribute to our forefathers and mothers who had the courage and endurance
to set out in an unknown land and endure the hardships
so that we now enjoy a land of plenty. Life is easier with
all the modern conveniences, but one would have to

tioneer.
Ron returned to the Co-op in 1966.

In

1967, we moved

to Riverton where our fourth daughter was added to the

family. We spent four years there before moving on to
Birtle where we still remain.
Debbie married Murr ay I-egary ftom Pilot Mound and

they added Patricia to our family on Novembet 6,1979.
Candace married Bob Bestfrom Winnipeg and added
Courtney Arrianna to the family on October 18, 1995.
Rhonda, Shaunna and Patricia are living in Winni-

question whether we're better offthan our ancestors were.

Peg.

OSTERBECK

Glayton & Dora
Clayton was born in Ryerson SK, on October LL,1922.
He is the youngest son of Peter and Steffie Osterbeck
who immigrated from Utrecht, Holland in 1910. He was
educated at Braeside School, Antler, SK. Clayton farmed
with his father and brother Royuntil 1947 whenhe mar-

ried Dora. Peter and Steffie moved to Winnipeg. Clayton and Roy continued farming.
Dora Browne was born onJune 21, 1925, in Stoughton
SK. She is the daughter of Edwin and Doris Browne (now

Perry). Dora attended school

In

in Benson, Regina,

and

Arcola. She attended Normal School in Regina and

6oth Anniversary of Victoria & Olaf Olsson

MooseJaw. She taught school for three years before going to teach at Braeside School at Antler in 1946.

1984 Olaf had a knee replaced. They sold their

Clayton and Dora were ma¡ried onJune 28, L947.
in 1948 and at that time they moved to
Butler, MB, where they rented a farm. Carol was born
in 1950. In 1952 they moved to Marquette, MB and in
1953, moved to Eriksdale. Gail was born in 1954, Murray
and Merle in 1956, andJack in 1961.
Clayton drove a school bus for many years and
worked as a mechanic for Ray Grandmont and Jim

acreage to Frank Kaa¡tinen and took up residence in the

Peter was born

Leisure Lodge in Eriksdale. They resided there until Sep-

tember 1992 when they moved to Winnipeg for medical
attention due to Victoria's failing health.
Victoria died inJuly, 1993 at 80 years old.
Olaf lived with Ron and me untilJuly 1995 when he
moved to Hillcrest Place Personal Care Home in Brandon. He still plays his violin and does some carving of
wood. He is 91 years old and continues to enjoy life.
Olaf and Victoria were doting grandparents. They
taught their grandchildren many values: the importance

Forsyth. Dora taught school in Helendale, Deerhorn, and

Abbeville rural schools and later in Lundar.
Peter was educated in La Fontaine and Eriksdale
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Merle was educated in Eriksdale and Red River College. He trained as a house painter and has taken courses
in carpentry and furniture refinishing. He worked for a
sign company, for Pallas Painting, and now does odd
jobs. Merle is single and resides in Winnipeg. Each fam-

schools, and Musker Bngineering in Winnipeg. He mar-

ried Carolyn Rawluk in 1968. They had two children Angela, L972 and Cherie, 1976. Peter and Caroþ divorced. He married Lena Kirby in 1988. They have fìve
sons: Clayton, Peter, Shane, Justin, and Carey. Peter
worked for quite a few years as a welder. He now owns a
cleaning company in Selkirk where he resides.
Carol attended school at La Fontaine, Eriksdale, Uni-

versity of Manitoba and University of Winnipeg. She
married Jim Steele in 1971. They have two children;
tevor, L974 and Tänia, 1977. Carol worked at the Hog
Commission, Manitoba Clinic, Gambles, CIBC, Bank
of Nova Scotia, and Eldorado Drugs. She presently

ily member has pieces of wooclworking that Merle has
made for them.
Jack was educated in Eriksdale. He has taken many
courses. He moved to British Columbia at age 20. He
has worked for Russell Foods in Vctoria, Expo 86, was
storekeeper on the Princess Marguerite cruise ship and
on the Crown Princess Victoria. At present he is Western Distribution Manager for Martin Richelieu Hard-

teaches English at Miles Mac Collegiate in Winnipeg and

ware in Vancouver.Jack is single and resides in Vancou-

the Health and Child Care Program. Carol is a fourth
generation teacher in her family following Mary Purdy,

ver.

In 1965 Clayton and Dora bought the St. Laurent CN
station house and moved it to their farm. They are retired now, but still live on the farm. They have spent a

Doris Perry and her mother, Dora Osterbeck..
Gail attended school in Eriksdale then took a librarian course. She married KenJonasson in 1973. They have
two sons;Jack, 1975 and Blair, 1977. Gail has worked in
a care home, for We Care, and as a librarian. At present
she is a homemaker. When her children began school

lot of time on the highways and byways of North
America. Theyhave travelled to the west coast, east coast
and extensively in the States.
Dora has gotten involved in many different organizations such as UCW, ITC, Royal Purple and others. She
has spent a lot of time doing craft work; knitting, crocheting, sewing and quilting.
These days they spend a great deal of their time doing things together. They cook, clean, have a green house
and garden. They enjoy playrng cards with friends!

she volunteered her time, working with children with
speech, hearing and reading problems, and with a child

who is visually handicapped. Gail is also very active in
her church. She resides in Winnipeg.
Murray was educated in Eriksdale and Red River
College. He is a heavy duty mechanic and works for
Manitoba Hydro. Murray marriedJudy Eirikson in 1980,
and in 1987 Chelsea was born. Murray andJudy are now
divorced. Murray resides in Winnipeg.

Memories of Yesterday

I
nmr
Ì,

a

I

Jut¡a w¡ttetts w¡th Kathleen & Jímmie ín front of
their store and house. Mr Rutherford's office &
the Bank on Raílway Ave.

Claude Norman's fírst cabin
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PARKES FAMILY
Samuel & Mary Ellen Parkes
The old house where we were born was built by my father, Samuel Parkes, in the earþ 1900's. It stood high on
a ridge in the north-east comer of NE 34-22:7W. There
were fields of oats close by, hence the name Oatfield
Post Office.

Built from hewn spruce logs, the house stood straight
and square and had a cottage roof. The roof rafters were

of spruce poles, peeled and as straight as any 2x4's that
come from the sawmills of today. There was no ceiling
and through the years, the smoke which escaped from
our wood fires, turned the roof to a beautiful golden

brown. Many a stranger who entered our home would
admire our roof and ask what kind of wood stain we had
used on it? My mother would smile and say, Just the
smoke from our wood fire."
My father was born in Armagh, Northern Ireland, into
a family of four boys and two girls. There were few op-

portunities for a young man, so in 1905, he came to
Carrada, where he worked for ayeff or so, then returned
to Ireland.
On February 14,I907,he married Mary Ellen Finlay.
She was an only child, and it was her parents wish that
the young couple live with them, and help to run grandfather's business. This arrangement worked for only a
short while before disagreements occurred.

Mabel Parkes, Vívian Stone; Jack & May Parkes

n 926)
who had never heard of such things. On making a search
of the baby's crib mattress, she soon found out. They
were not only in the mattress, but in the cracks of the
walls, which were plastered.
She set to work with the only cure available, known
as pryethium powder. The plaster was torn from the walls,
and the powder was shaken into every crevice. It was
too much for the little creatures, and Mother won the
battle. Then came the replastering and a few coats of
whitewash, made from quick lime. Everything was spic
and span again.
Father bought three or four cows, and it was Mother's job to care for them during the summer while Father was away working. Every spring, as soon as it was
time to plant crops, Father would go out to work on some
large farm near the city and stay until after the harvest,
saving what moneyhe could towards their future.
In August of 1916 another son was born. Mother had
to walk a quarter of a mile to her nearest neighbor, who

Father decided to return to Canada, The land of opþor-

tuni$.By this time, Mother was expecting their first child.
This, and a lack of money, prevented her accompanying him. He came to Manitoba, where he worked and
saved enough for my mother's fare to Canada. Leaving
her infant son with her parents, she too crossed the ocean,

with the hope of persuading my father to return to Ireland. It was not to be. Father's mind was made up, and
so together they began to carve their home in the wilderness.

Mother worked in Winnipeg until after our oldest sister was born. When our sister was about two years old,
Mother came to live on the farm in the house my father
had built.
Much to Mother's concern, each morning her little
girl would wake up covered with red spots. Finally, on
mentioning this to a neighbor, she was informed she must
have bedbugs. "And what are they?" exclaimed Mother,
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Our father was a great lover of horses. The more highspirited tlrey were, the better he loved them. It was this
great love of horses that brought him to his death in April
L925.Iwas just reaching my fifth birthday andJack was
only 14 months.old. His dream had come true and ended,

was also a midwife. She also had to carry her water from
there because, as yet, there was no well on our farm. Tell-

ing her neighbor, she expected to need her assistance
very soon, she carried her two pails of water home. She
then walked half a mile to fetch the cows and milk them,
before giving birth to her son Norman, born August 31,

all in one day.

Dad was buried in Elmwood cemetery in Winnipeg.

1916.

It was his last request that he not be buried in

Four years later on April 19, 1920, I appeared on the
scene. Still Mother kept the fa¡m in the summer while

¡}ris wild'

country, Mother's decision was to stay on the farm and do
the best she could. The horses, machinery, and most of
the cattle were sold. Mother just kept what she could

Father worked. Wages were not big and as there was no
work to be had in the winter Father returned home.
Mother could not have managed chores without him
in the winter with three small children. Part of his savings

manage.

It was a long hard struggle for her. As we grew up, we
were able to help her some, but she insisted we attend
South Head School. We had two and one half miles to
walk and rain or shine, snow or blow, we never missed a
day. Supper was always ready for us when we arrived
home, and we were ready for it.
We grew up during tlr,'e dirry thirties, the days of the
Great Depression. For days on end, there would be no
rain, and the dust would blow. Luckily for us we lived in

had to go for food and clothing, to tide them over the
winter, as the fewfarm animals could notprovide enough
to feed our growing family.
Our youngest brotherJohn, was born on February 15,
1924.Inlater years we called himJack.
Over the years Dad had saved enough that he now
had all the cattle, horses and equipment that he needed
to make a living on his own. There was to be no more

bush country. Eggs sold for twelve cents a dozen, butter
about the same per pound and we got very little for the
cream we shipped. Mother was able to keep the post office. This brought in about $100 per year, paid quarterly.
Our mail carrier, whose name was Eyford, was lcelandic. He was a tough,little man with twinkling, blue eyes
and a sense of humor. In winter he travelled with a sleigh
and a team of lively stepping horses. In summer he pulled
a democral a four wheeled light rig with a long box and
a high seat in front. He also served as a taxi and carried
many a traveller who entered our home to warm himself
by our fire while the mailwas being sorted. He had afoot
warmer that consisted of a square metal box that was lined
with fire brick and had a long handle. This he would fìll
with red-hot coals from our wood heater and place at his

going off to work and leaving us. He was going out to
plant his own crop on the land he had cleared, with his
own hands, in his spare time.
He went out one day, driving his high-spirited Fanny
mare and Big Fred, who was grey. My brother Norman,
who was almost nine, accompanied him. He set out with
the team and wagon to bring home his seeder, which the

neighbors had borrowed. There were no roads at that
time, just cross-country trails, and he had to cross a deep
ravine where the water ran in the spring.
Returning home with the seeder tied behind the
wagon, he proceeded to cross the ravine. As they started
down the steep slope, the seeder ran up close on the
wagon. The horses began to run, and the seeder swung'
the tongue hitting Dad in the chest. Dad was thrown out
at the bottom of the ravine on the stones placed there to

feet under the blankets in the sleigh. Then off they would

go again, sleigh bells jingling merrily.

keep from getting stuck. Norma¡r managed to escape from
thc wagon and ran back to the neighbor's to get help. He

He made the trip twice a week, travelling from Vogar
to Mulvihill. On the way he picked uP our mail, which
would be put on the train to Winnipeg. He would spend
the night in town and the next morning, make the return
trip to his home, delivering our incoming mail at each
post office along the way. Ours was last on the line, so
our mail would go out in the late afternoon and come in

was brought home on a stretcher, with a broken spine.
My last memory of my dad was seeing him þing on a

bed, his clothes being cut off with scissors. I remember
asking, "Why are you doing that?" I must have been taken
away, as I don't remember any more. He was rushed to
Winnipeg General Hospital, where he lived for ten days.
Mother accompanied him to the hospital where she
spent her days at his bedside. A neighbor lady, Mrs. Tom

early the next morning. Then would come the neighbors,

mail had brought for them.
Sometimes in winter the roads were piled so high with

hooping in to

Daily, stayed with us while Mother was away.
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see what the

snow drifts that travelling was difficult, even for horses
and the mail might not arrive until noon. On these days
the neighbors would gather in our living room to wait for
their mail. We, as youngsters enjoyed these winter mornings as we sat and listened to the gossip and stories the
neighbors told.
Over the years Mother developed a¡thritis that crippled her very badly. Norman took over the heavy work
and I helped with the chores and helped Mother in the
house until I married.Jack, our younger brother had fìnished school and took his turn at helping to run the farm.
Mother lived on the farm until she passed away atage 84
in March, 1963.
My sister, Mabel, who was the oldest, married Ernie
Chambers in 1936. They lived arid farmed on the Chambers' homestead. Ernie's dad was a soldier in WWI. Mabel
and Ernie have two adopted children; David who lives
in Winnipeg, and Rosemary, who lives in Squamish BC.
Mabel passed away in 1953 of an ovarian pregnancy.
Ernie has also passed away in recent years.
ln 1944 Norman ma¡ried Margaret Murphy, stayed

Norman, Margaret, Bruce Vernon, Mary Parkes
were; Eric Olson, Mavis Scott, James and Leonard
Saunders, Stewart, Bert and Roy Higginson,Jim andJack
Surgenor, George, Bthel, Arthur, Myrtle and Edith Mason, Nellie, Grace and Dorothy Ross, Lizzie Baugh,
Arnold Curtis, Thora andJim Clauson, Arthur Chambers, Roy Tomkins, Robert andJack Daily,Jack Ashton,
Bennie Fonseca, Mabel and Norman Parkes.
When Norman was nine years old, he was with his
father moving a drill behind the wagon, when the horses
raî away. They were thrown from the wagon and his

on the home farm and raised two sons, Vernon and Bruce.

Both boys are now married and have families of their
own. Both farm not far from the old home farm where
we were born and raised. Norman passed away in October 1980.
I married Bill Neely in 1942. Bill and I have three children. Brian, the eldest, lives on Vancouver Island, near
Mill Bay. Our daughter, Sharon, married Lorne Harley.
They have two grown children; Shannon andJason, and
a two year old daughter, Ashlea Dawn, as well as three
grandchildren; Jesse, Jaremy and Victoria. Kerry, our
youngest son, is a computer technician. He married
Debbie Haslund and they live in Rivers MB. They have

father was injured. He remained with him until help came.

His father was taken to Winnipeg, where he passed away.
Norman quit school and worked for the neighbors to help
his mother.
In 1944 he ma¡ried Margaret Murphy and remained
on the farm. Mrs. Parkes remained on the farm until she
passed away

1963.

Norman raised two sons, Vernon and Bruce. After a
lengthy illness he passed away in 1980. NE 34-22-7W
has remained in the Parkes name since 1905.

two beautiful, teenage daughters, Laura andJennifer.
Jack married Olive Hetherington. Olive taught school
at Tennyson and boa¡ded with the Arther Mason family.
Jack and Olive have three daughters; Heather,Joan and
Patricia. They moved to BC and live on Vancouver Island. The daughters are married and live on the island,

Vernon & Marlene Parkes
Vernon Norman was born in the Eriksdale Hospital. He
lived on the farm at Oatfield with his parents. He went to
South Head School, and had some schooling at Little
Briton School. When he finished his schooling he taught
for a time at Pebble Beach School.
In 1966 he married Marlene Sturgess, daughter of
Edgar andJean Shrrgess. They moved to Winnipeg where
Vernon worked for a time before deciding to try farming.
In 1967 they returned to Oatfield and bought the dairy
farm where his grandparents had lived and started farming.

too.

Norman Parkes
.

in

Norman was born at Oatfield, MB where his parents,
Mary and Samuel Parkes had homesteaded on the NE
34-22-7W in 1905. He went to the South Head School.
In 1925 there were 29 pupils. Their teacher wasJ.D.
Butterill. Some of the pupils going to school at that time
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They have two daughters; Cheryl and Anita, and one
son, Mark. They also have two grandchildren, Zakari
andJade.
Mark married Thacy Sabiston, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ca¡l Sabiston of Meadow Portage, MB. Mark works

for Hydro.
Cheryl is working at Ashern Co-op and Anita worked
for the Co-op store in Eriksdale, prior to working at the
Ashern Vet Clinic.

Bruce & Colleen Parkes
Carl (Bruce) was born in Eriksdale Hospital. He lived
on the farm at Oatfield with his parents, Margaret and
Norman Parkes.

When the road was built by the farm, some of the
crewwould take him for rides on the machines. He would
always say, "When I get big I'm going to buy a Cat and
build roads". When he finished school at Little Briton,
he worked with construction crews. Later he bought his
own Cat and continued building roads and dearing bush.
In 1974 he married Colleen Susan Busch, daughter of
Oscar and Theresa Busch of Ashern. He bought a house
trailer and Colleen went with him as he continued on

Olive & Jack Parkes

Their daughter Heather married Art Crossan. They
had a son, Raymond and a daughter,Jean.
Raymond is now ma¡ried toJennifer Van Krunagen
and they have three children;Johnathon four and half
years, Rebecca three years and Lucas six months.
Raymond is a certified welder. He has built a house on

construction.
They have three children: two daughters, Tanya and
Twyla; one son, Carl.
They built a log house and started farming. Colleen
started work at the Credit Union. After a few years she
transferred to Ashern Credit Union, where she is still
employed. Colleen and Bruce still farm and raise beef

his mother's farm. Together he and his mother operate a

large goat dairy. There are 150 goats milked twice a day.
Jean is hired to do alarge portion of the milking. Heather
also raises and trains border collies. Art died on Febru-

ary 14, 1989.

cattle.
Tänya now works for
in school in Eriksdale.

a dairy. Twyla and

Carl are still

Jack & Olive Parkes
Jack was born on the family farm at Oatfield in 1924.
He lived at home until he enlisted in the army in 1943.
While in the army, he married Olive Hetherington, who
was the local teacher. Jack had bought a farm on the
Mulvihill line about one mile east of Oatfield.Jack and
Olive had three daughters; Heather,Joan and Patricia.
In 1956 they sold what they could of their furnishings
and equipment and left the fa¡m which reverted to the

municipality for unpaid taxes. After a winter in Eriksdale, they moved to Vancouver Island, BC. Jack was
employed at the Chemainus Saw Mill for'eight years.
He then took ajob in Duncan delivering furnace oil. He
worked there for eight years.

Olíve, Heather, Jack, Pat & Joan Parkes

ft 957)
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Their second daughterJoan married Danny Isaachsen
who is an engineer at the power plant at the Youbou
Saw Mill.Joan works in the office of the plumbing shop
in Duncan. They live in Duncan and have three children;Jeffery 15 years, Tammy 13 years and Erin 11 years.

ter, Erinn, in December, 1995. They reside in Eriksdale.

Mark and NicoleJeffers).
Gary and I left Briksdale on October 31, lg8g. We
had built a new home on our land in Eriksdale, but it
was not finished. Gary got a position as park carpenter
(See

Patricia, the youngest daughter married Arnold Skene.
Arnold also works at the Youbou Saw Mill. This mar-

at Hecla Provincial Park. We had our house moved to a

very nice location just north of Riverton, MB and still
reside there.

riage did not last beyond five years. They had three children. Douglas,24 l/2 years is also awelder like his cousin

Raymond, and is presently working with Raymond.
Danny is 23 years old and is attending St. Lawrence
University at Canton, NY on a $90,000 hockey scholarship. He is completing his third year this spring. Sonja is
20 years old. She graduated from grade 12 like her broth-

ers and then she attended the Pentecostal College in
Abbotsford, BC for one year, preparing to be a missionary. She spent six weeks in Sri Lanka as part of her training. This year she is working at three part-time jobs to
save money to continue her training.

All the family and grandchildren reside in the Duncan
area except Danny Skene who only returns when university is not in session.
Gary & Sharron Paulson's stack-wall barn

Gary and

PAULSON

I

and Nicole were city people, but we

learned to love the country and we met so many great
people in Eriksdale during the 12 years we lived here.
We learned a lot living in the country. We raised pigs a
couple of years, raised chickens and turkeys, and Gary
and I kept bees for quite a few years. We had a huge
organic garden, and planted a lot of trees around the
house. We learned a lot about doing these things from
our neighbors, who, I'm sure, tried not to laugh at two
city people and how little they knew. We are very thank-

Gary & Sharron
We came to Eriksdale from the city on May 1, lg77.We

lived on the quarter section NW 20-22-6W in the Nord
district. The house was a tiny log building; the first part
of it I think was built in 1911 and owned by Knut
Goranson.

Gary started driving a school bus replacing Gerry
Olver, and he carpentered a bit. The buses all became
Division owned. He then drove the route around our
own place, driving school bus for about seven years. Gary
also did the care-taking of the rink for five seasons, and

ful for all of the people who became our friends and
neighbors, and we will certainly never forget Eriksdale,
no matter where we go, and we hope Eriksdale will re-

also carpentered all around the area.

member

us. Just to be sure, we left the stack wall barn
that we built together while we were there.

I started the secretary job at the Public Health Office
on April 30, 1985, and am still employed there.
Nicole was in grade two when we came to Eriksdale.
She attended Eriksdale Collegiate from grade two to
grade twelve and graduated in 1987. After graduation,
Nicole went to Winnipeg, to hairdressing school, and
got ajob in Winnipeg. She returned to Eriksdale in 1989,

PEARSON

William & Bethel
My father Vilhelm (William) Gunnar Pearson was born
in Sweden on June 19, 1899 and immigrated with his
parents Vlhelm Konrad and Hilma (nee: Erison) Persson
in 1906. They spent three years in eastern Canada, some

not wanting to live in Winnipeg. Nicole married Mark
Jeffers of Eriksdale on August 11, 1990. They have a son
Dylan, our first grandchild in May 1992, and one daugh613

sweetheart. The two were reunited and after a long distance courtship, were married in 1968. They moved to

Nanaimo, BC where they enjoyed their retirement growing fruit trees and bowling. Our father died of a stroke
on October 20, !975, and Grandma Ida (as we called
her) remainerl in Na.naimo until her death in 1991.
Stanley married Rose Squires (nee: Sanford) and
farmed on our Grandfather's farm until they purchased
Lundale's Store and Post Office in Mulvihill. They had
a son, Lennie, who died on September 27, 1973. Stanley
died on October 17, L97I and Rose died ten years later

Bill & Bethel Pearson (1927)

in

1981.

While at home, I worked at various jobs and moved
into Winnipeg in 1955. I marriedJo Marriot in 1957 and
we have two children; Clay (born 1959) and Maureen
(born 1962). Our family also moved several times before settling in St. Vital. Before retiring in 1991, I worked
18 years with the Manitoba Highways Department' Clay
is married to Debbie Leppky and they have two sons;
Keith (seven) and Andrew (three). Their first child,

of which was in a logging camp at Rat Portage (now
known as Kenora) and came to Eriksdale in 1909 to work
on the Grand Trunk rail line from Oak Point to
Gypsumville. My grandfather's first home, to my knowledge, was on NW 7-22-5W.

I

believe my father, who was better known as Bill,
attended Hartfield School and upon leaving school to
enter in the work force, was working in Alberta on a B &

Jennifer, died at five days old in 1985. Maureen is a Täxation Officer for Legal Aid and is engaged to Richard

B Gang (bridge building) with his friend Charlie
Rydberg. During this time he met Bethel Waters from
Gwynne, AB and they married in 1926. They came to
Eriksdale sometime after their marriage and, in 1927,
had their first son Ingevar who died from double pneumonia at approximately I I/2 yearc of age. Being the
Depression and having no money, Dad built Ingevar's

Nicholson.

Rodney moved to Winnipeg in 1960 and married
Doris Desjarlais in 1962. He has worked for Great West
Metal Products for many years. They have three chil
dren; Audrey (born 1963), Robert (born 1965), and

Arthur (born

coffin himself. They moved back to Alberta, and in 1929
their second son, Stanley, was born. Again they moved

1967).

back to Eriksdale and made their home on SW 13-226W. I (Albert) was born in 1931 and in 1939 a fourth
son, Rodney was born. My father preferred carpentry to
farming and sold the farm in 1943 and moved the family to Winnipeg. Staying only 11 months in Winnipeg
we moved back to Eriksdale, onto the Applebee's (SE
13-22-6W)until 1953 when my father, together with his
three sons, built our last home in the Eriksdale area, at
the corner of Highway #6 and Nord Road. My father
spent most of his years as a carpenter. Our mother died
onJanuary 5, 1964 and in 1967 Dad sold the home and
moved into Winnipeg.
That same year Ida Vezina (nee: Ledger) was in Winnipeg from Sioux Lookout, ON to get new glasses and
happened to be in the office where mywifeJo was working. Ida now retired and widowed, had moved away from
Eriksdale with her parents at the age of 16, had married
and raised a family. Ida recognized the Pearson name
and asked if my wife knew Bill Pearson, her childhood

Rodney, Stanley & Albert Pearson ('197O)
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Our father played the violin in his younger years, and
in her school and teen years our mother was a church
organist. Their love of music is being passed down the
family tree. I and my brothers all learned to play guitar
and violin. Stanley also played other instruments.
Rodney's son, Arthur, played in a band for a short time
and continues to be involved with his music. My hobbies are fishing, hunting, target shooting, and playing
counky music alone or in a band at various functions.
My son, Clay, also plays the guitar as a hobby and his
young sons are showing an interest in music. Very few
family get-togethers pass without the guitars coming out.

2 ;

r

H

ffiæt

æ H

=z

æ
a
WI

I

Ð

u

PEARSON

Konrad & Hilma

a

My parents, Konrad and Hilma Pearson, were born in
Sweden in the 1870's. They left for Canada in 1906 with
their two children, my brother, William (Bill), born in
Sweden, 1899 and myself, Karin (Carrie), born in Sweden, 1905.

Konrad, Níls, Wilfred;
Valborg, Wilma, Carrie, Edla Pearson (193O)

Their first stop was Ontario. There our brother, Nils
(Neil) was born in August 1908.
In 1909 they settled on a I/4 section of land at Eriks-

were born at home on the farm. Mrs. Cowdery was the
nurse or mid-wife.
Sadly Wilfred had the ill fate of accidental death in

dale. Oak Point was the end of the railroad. Father walked

to Oak Point for groceries through swamps and mud.
Eriksdale was only wilderness - no stores, no roads, etc.
John Sharpe's store was our fìrst store and our first
Post Office was the Cowdery Post Office.
Father built us a little log shanty upon our arrival in
1909. He went to work on the railroad for three years
through Eriksdale and further on. The first train to Eriksdale was 1911.
Then father started farming. He bought two oxen, Bill
and Tom, and a plow. We already had tr,vo cows, chickens, and apig Ole. Later on we had another team of oxen
born on the farm, Fromeand Blend.Hitched to the homemade manure sleigh in winter we'd go on Sahrrday to
fetch our mail and the neighbor's mail. The neighbors
would pick up their mail at our place.
In 1910 Hartfield School was built and Emma
Sigurdson was the first teacher. Willie's first school day
was at the age of 11 years. His school playmates were
Willie and Charlie Monkman. All the family attended

1954,atthe age of38 years. A great shock and sorrow to
the family, friends, and the whole community. In 1910
our brother Nils, at the age of two years got lost in the
bush. He was lost for two days and nights. It was fall,
October, cold, rainyweather. The search partyhad given
up when our good neighbor, Mr. Fly Monkman said, "I
will go out another turn by myself" and he brought Nils
home.

We eventually did get horses, then Mother thought
we were in heaven. It was a blessing driving the horses.

In 1919 we got a new home. Father hired to have it
built, but it was not so cozy and warm as the old shanty.
I remember one rain storm. It was a Sunday in 1918. We
were out visiting and upon returning home we found
our sod kitchen roof inside on the kitchen floor. The
shanty later became the horse barn.

Our concerts and dances were held in the school
houses. Christmas concert, Christmas trees and Santa
on Christmas Eve when the schools closed for winter. At

Hartfield school.

InJune

1913 we were blessed

with a sister Valborg

that time we had the Vasa Lodge, Temperance Lodge
Ladies Auxiliary banquets and bazaars. We had a mixed

(Polly), and in May 1916 abrother Volfrid, (Wilfred). They
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when she was staying with Granma on the farm. They
all loved to stay with Granma on the farm and went there
for summer holidays. Granma thought they should have
a bit offreedom from the city streets.
Edla and Ralph are now retired in their 60 years of
age. Ralph was a truck driver for 45 years. Marvin is 59
years and still working. Marvin worked at the Palm Dair-

ies for 20 years and later Frazer Meat. They were all
born in Manitoba but now are living in BC since mid
1940's and early 1950's. They all married and have their

families all living in BC and AB.
I have nine grandchildren, eight great grandchildren,
five great-great-grandchildren. Sadly I lost one granddaughter September 1988, at 34 years, a courageous
battle with cancer. Ralph's daughter, Shaune Karen. Slte
is greatly missed by family and friends.
I am now at the age of 88 years and it is 67 years ago
since I left the old homestead and our little home town
Eriksdale. Many memories remain. I have been back
for visits on different occasions. Edla and I went back

?æ.

choir lead by my father. Father, Ole Hallson and Gunhild

Rydberg's music was also highly complimented at our
dances in the early 1920's. We had a lot of good music
by neighbors and friends - accordion, violin, mandolin,
guitar and piano - Naslunds, Landins and P.O.Johnson,
etc. Later on oldJohn Lindell's barn dances and picnics

in

PEDERSEN

1949 at Nyland School with family and friends.

Martin & Hilda

After the evening chores were done Father would relax with a sing song playing the guitar or violin. Mother
would relax with a cup of coffee, mending or knitting
socks. Wilfred was a pro at playing the guitar.

ln

1927

worked in

a

1970.

there.

were the greatest.
Mother and Father celebrated their golden anniversary

in

Many changes have
been made during the years, but to me I feel that it is the
same old home place. "I love it." I have distant relatives
and friends in the Eriksdale area, also nieces and nephews in generations living in Winnipeg. The tree that Father planted on the old homestead 75 years ago is still
for the Eriksdale reunion

Edla, Erling & Carrie Bratberg

Martin immigrated from Denmark to Alberta. He worked
on the railway for twenty-nine years. He married and

I

remember two sons, Eric and George.
There is agrandson Paul from Peace River. In Denmark,
Martin was a gardener for the Danish King.
After his retirement from the railways Martin took to
growing and selling vegetables to Edmonton markets.
One day on his return he asked a neighbor if she knew
anyone who might be able to make use of his surplus
vegetables. The neighbor suggested this young, poor
woman with children to feed. This is how we met. Evenhrally I washed and prepared vegetables for market for
Martin and later when his eye sight was poor I drove his
truck for him. It was through Martin that I was able to
survive my hardships for as long as I did. In fact if it
weren't for Martin I do not think I would be alive today.
had a family.

I left the old homestead for Winnipeg. I
restaurant. There was music and dances held

there.

I married Erling Henry Bratsberg, born in Norway in
1906. He worked at Booth Fisheries in Winnipeg for 24
years. Later he worked at the Dairyland Dairies in Vancouver BC for 15 yea¡s. We lived in Winnipeg for 30
years. In 1957 we moved to BC where I am still living.
Erling passed away in 1987. We celebrated our golden
anniversary in 1982.
We have a family of three; Edla, Ralph and Marvin.
They all attended Victoria Albert School in Winnipeg.
Edla went partly to Hartfield School Erilcsdale district
616

She took it from the front of their newly constructed home

across the street. We had added the garage portion as
had Lorne Boss beside us.
History is change so we will comment on the changes
that took place in the few short years we were residents
of the community.
We moved to Briksdale so Bill could work as Secretary{heasurer at the newly organized Unitary School
Division. Among the changes that took place during his
stay were: a new office building, a large addition to the
high school, the decline in pupils that resulted in the closing of the old elementary school when it was possible to
accommodate all of the eager learners at the enlarged
high school, and the addition of a library center.
The construction of six low rental residences occurred
soon after we arrived accompanied by several private
residences over the years. This seems astounding in the
light, or maÈe to some degree, because of, the steadily

declining rural population.
These changes included: a small building that has
become the New Horizon's building, starting the Museum; the renovation of several business premises that
include a new Co-op Store.
In the health field we saw the renovation of the hospital, the adding of a nursing wing the organization of
the health area and the addition of an ambulance service that rushed Bill to Winnipeg twice for life saving sur-

Hílda Pederson (Sept 2, l9'lî) & Steila Larson
(Sept 2, 1897) share a birthday date and a cake

Martin eventually married my mother, Hilda
(Schroder), and they came to live in Manitoba. Mother
had purchased the old La Fontaine School property and
here they remodelled the school into a comfortable home

gety.
The changes we have mentioned are only a skimming
of those that go to make up a vibrant community in which
churches, and volunteerism through such community
groups as Hospital Guild, Community Club, Legion,

and plowed up most of the yard into gardens of all kinds.

They lived there until Martin's eyesight failed him.
He was not able to drive and this made it difficult for
them to live in the country as mother did not drive. They
moved to Edmonton to be near his family. It was here
that Martin died in about 1981 at the age of eighty-six.
Mother moved back to Winnipeg for a few years and
then to Penticton. where she lived in a seniors complex

sports organizations, and community halls, all play their
part.

We look back on those thirteen years with pleasant

near her daughter Heidi. She passed away February 1984.

nostalgia and really enjoy a renewal of the many friend-

My brother Karl Schroder was in the painting busiin Winnipeg when he bought some land east of
Briksdale in the mid sixties. He sold it to Klaus Bauer in

ships we developed while there.

ness

:|i1.ay 1972,

Klaus,

a

painter, was working for my brother.

PENNELL

Richard & Rose
My parents homesteaded in Eriksdale about

PENDREE

1915

to 1922.

Their names were Richard (Dick) Pennell and Rose Hog
(Rosie) Pennell. Dad went out before spring thaw with
Bert Riding who later farmed at Lake Francis.
The fìrst day they scouted around, and my father selected a couple of likely oak about a mile away which

Phyllis & Bill
Our Thirteen Years in Eriksdale (1972-1985).
The enclosed picture of our house was taken by Stella

Williment on about the fifth or sixth year of our stay.
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they felled and limbed and brought back to camp.

thicker than a man's wrist, but not so thick as his fore-

The next day they sawed them up into timber and
planks and made a sled - something like a stone boat.
With that, they brought to camp, a lot of logs which
they squared up with a saw. My dad realized he could
do this faster with the saw and do a better job than if he
had nied to learn to use an axe the way many of the

arm.

There was

Anyway, they built a barn first and later my dad built
a story and a half log house, with all the timber squared

although he was only 15 years old at the time.
Another name I remember is that of Sinclair, a stonemason from Scotland. Dad had a powerful voice and
one day when he and Sinclair were working with their
oxen Sinclair came over to Dad and asked him not to
yell "Whoa!" so loud, as Sinclair's oxen stopped too, and
were not at all eager to sta¡t up again.
Apparently it took strong language to make oxen get
under way. There was at that time a circuit minister who
used to preach in several churches. With the distances
involved and the leisurely pace of the oxen the minister
was always pressed for time.
After a sermon he would step up into his wagon box,
snap his whip and sing out "giddup you son-of-bitches",
at the top of his lungs. I dare say that minister did not
preach many sermons on the futility of profanity.
I was also told of the lame trade horse that my dad
brought from Winnipeg and how Billy Riding cured its
ailment and then jumped it over my dad's chicken coop.
My mother was pregnant with my oldest brother during the Winnipeg strike and she wanted a change of diet.
Dad saddled the horse and rode to Eriksdale, but there
was no food in the store. He rode clear down to Lunda¡
before he got anything and then only a tin of tuna fish. If
it is correct that my folks homestead was 18 miles from
Eriksdale, then that must have been a very long day's
ride.
My mother said she had never even heard of tuna
fish, but she was so ravenous that she opened it up and
wolfed it down while Dad was putting the horse in the
barn. She said she "didn't even give him a sniff of the
can", and the thought never entered her head to wonder whether it should have been cooked or not.
Well, these are recollections of things I learned from
my parents as a boy. I never saw Briksdale myself except for that weekend in L927, arid have passed by a
couple of times enroute to Flin Flon.

with a handsaw.
Later he bought a Waterloo Boy hactor and earned
money custom - breaking land. He and my mother built
a stone fence all around the quarter section and also set

up a monumental mountain of stone near the house.
I guess they left when the house blew up. Dad had
two cases of gelatin dynamite, 50 lbs. of blasting powder
and two boxes of shotgun shells plus a box of dynamite
caps all piled behind the stove to keep it dry. The folks
were out visiting and returned to find the house on fire,
with neighbors trying to put it out. One elderly gent was

on the roof pouring water down the chimney from a
teakettle. Dad yelled out about the dynamite and was
told not to worry as dynamite was safe in a fire.
When Dad explained about the shells, the caps and
the powder everyone realized the danger and ran for
their lives. The man on the roof dropped the kettle and
ran down the ladder with his back to it and without using his hands!
They just got clear when she blew and the logs were
flying in all directions, some of them fa¡ over their heads.
There was still a small pit there when I saw it in 1927.
Post Office which

young man at Tipperary Post Office who

there and in the city. I believe he became communications manager for Hudson's Bay Company,
My dad's immediate neighbors were Bert and Billy
Riding. Bert Riding was a big strong lad when he went
with my dad, and had no trouble getting a homestead

experienced woodsmen from Sweden and Finland could.

I also saw a stone leg at Tipperary

a

had an amateur radio station for anumber of years, both

it

was claimed had been blown there by the explosion,
but suspect that was a bit of leg - pulling. (unintentional
pun)
We were at Tipperary Post Office on a Sunday after-

noon during that visit, and someone had discovered a
nest of rattle snakes under the house. A number of young

men had chased them out into the yard and were beating them with fence posts. I remember wondering why
they didn't die, and being told that snakes don't die until
sundown.
Until a few years ago I thought this recollection was
purely imaginary because I believed there were no rattlesnakes in Manitoba. Then I saw Manitoba rattlesnakes
on TV and sure enough theylooked exactly as I remembered them. The ones I saw were about six feet long and
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fect heart and expertly engraved the word FATHER on
it. He placed this stone on his father's grave and planted
a spruce tree at the foot ofthe grave.
As years passed the property was sold to people who
were not family and cattle were pastured on the land. In
1946 John's grandson, William (Bill) Penny, set about
getting permission to exhume (dig-up the remains) and
have them moved to the Scotch Bay All Saints Cemetery. With all the arrangements finally made in 1974,
the remains were moved to a final resting place in the
cemetery. The hand carved heartwith the word/14THER
was placed on the foot of the grave and set into the cement cover.

PENNY FAMILY

l,

æ..

John & Mary Penny
John Penny and Mary Cameron were married in Scotland and raised a family of eight children. Three came
to Canada; William to Scotch Bay, Elizabeth married
Robert Glass, Helen (Nellie) married Gerald Dennehy,
of Winnipeg.Jim moved to Detroit. Barbara Somerville,
Mary, and Margaret MacSween stayed in Scotland and
Jessie Smith lived in lreland.
John Penny and his wife, Mary, immigrated to
Canada. He was born in L842 in a house called
Craigstone in Inverness, Scotland. It was a stone house
with three dormer windows across the top of the roof. It
had a stone fence and at the gate was an archway with a
round stone ball over the gate. It is still there in Inverness. They took up a homestead near his son William in
Scotch Bay several years after 1906.

4

ü
William & Alexandrina Penny
William Penny was born in Aberdeenshire (near Ellen)
in Scotland in 1870. William apprenticed as a stone mason in Scotland and served part of his seven year apprenticeship in South Africa and returned to Scotland as
a MasonJourneyman.

Alexandrina (Ina) Maclntosh was born at Inverness,
Scotland in 1872. They were married at Inverness December 25, 1896.
Three daughters were born in Scotland; Victoria,
1898, MaryIsabel (Polly) 1900 and Catherine Maclntosh

Mary never really liked life in the wilderness and even-

tually went back to Scotland for a visit and never returned. She is buried there. John continued to live on
his homestead. As an elderly man he wandered away
from his home and was lost in the bush at harvest time
in 1914. Many people from Scotch Bay went searching
for him and eventually found his body. His son William
had a new wagon box so he cut it down and fashioned a
casket from it. His wife Alexandrina lined the casket with
white sheets and he was buried where they found him
on his own property.

(Rene) 1901.

William came to Canada in 1903. He worked at his
trade for two years at Tyndall, MB quarries where he
was a stone cutter. He helped to build such buildings as
Westminster United Church and the old Hudson Bay
store on Main Street (long demolished) in Winnipeg.
In 1905 he sent for Alexandrina and their three little
girls who journeyed by land and sea to arrive in Winni
peg. He settled his family in a house in Tyndall (which
evidently still stands).

His son William ordered a piece of Tyndall stone and
as he was a stone mason by trade, he carved out a per619

elements were key to survival

in the early settlement

years. With a strong back and some farming ingenuity, a

family could carve out a comfortable living off the land.
But nature would be the final denominator of a fam-

ily surviving on the homestead. There were those early
frosts and dry rainless summers, high winds, cold winters and treacherous bush fìres. Pioneers were hardy and

stood tall to see the coming of spring, the warmth of a
summer's eve and the beauty and bounty of a fall harvest.

The Penny's family grew. There was a son, William
Alexander, born in 1906, a set of twins,Jack and Agnes
Blue, born

in

1908, a set of twins, ArthurJohn Russell

and George, born in 1913 and another set which did not

live. When Russell and George were born, Rene (12
years) looked after Russell and Polly (13 years) looked
after George. Rene made a pole bed for George. She
filled a sack with hay to use for a mattress. As Russell
and George were growing up they were mischievous little fellows. One day they got into their mother's trunk
that was full of sheets and crocheted items brought from
Scotland. They poured coal oil on it and burned the
trunk. They poured coal oil on the tomatoes and set the
prairie on fìre. There are ten sets of twins, descendants

Alexandrina (holding George) & William (holding
Russell); Polly, Vícky, Rene; Jack, Agnes, Bill

In

1906 the doctor advised him to stop working in

the quarries

as

he had stone dust in his lungs and it would

be injurious to his health. William took advantage of
homestead land being offered to settlers and chose the
Scotch Bay area for his patent quarter, This land was
subject to breaking a certain number of acres per year,
living on it for a limited time and the fee was ten dollars.

of this couple to date (1996).

William Penny drove his team of oxen and wagon to
Oak Point with the local mail to the rail-line before there
was a town of Eriksdale. He often went on to Winnipeg
for supplies and to visit his sister and brother there. This

The quarter was located atSE22-2L-7W.

Having made the decision to try to farm, he with
Alexandrina (Ina) proceeded to move to their new ven-

trip would take nearly two weeks. His daughter,
Catherine, went with him a couple of times but did not
like to go again as it was a long, hard journey.
During the long winter evening they could make their
own entertainment. Ina and Polly could play the organ,
Will played the violin and both Russell andJack learned
to play the guitar and b*jo.The rest of the family would
sing. Reading was a favorite pastime. Will's sister, Nellie
Dennehy, in Winnipeg bought the Saturday Evening Post
for her husband Gerald to read. The Dennehy children
used to call it Ded\ Biål¿. Nellie would save the Post,
then bundle up a few copies to send to the Pennys at
Scotch Bay. How they would wait for these parcels as
the Post carried selials of good books continued weekly.
As he was a stone mason, naturally he used what he
knew about to build the foundation and walls for a barn.
He gathered granite rocks from the fields and cut them
to construct his barn. All that was needed was a roof.
Note: Part of the foundation and a piece of a corner

ture and become farmers. They took the rail line to Oak
Point (end of the railway, north atthattime). He wagoned
his family pulled by two oxen through the swamps filled
with mosquitoes and the thick bush trails. The trail was
known as The Colonization Road and it more or less
followed Lake Manitoba shoreline to Scotch Bay. They
had no house to live in when they arrived so were welcomed and invited to stay withJohn and Agnes Blue for
the winter until their log house was ready for occupation
in the spring,
William set up three limestone kilns on his farm to
quarry lime. Lime mixed with sand and water made a
plaster to cclat the l<lgs irrsicle the house aud <lul". He the¡r
had something he could barter with other settlers for
things he needed for survival. The nearby lake offered
good fishing and hunting was bountiful in those days.
Open meadows afforded plenty of hay for livestock and
water was not too far from the surface to dig a well. These
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wall are still to be seen on the homestead half mile west

- for a swim and a picnic. All the neighbors were there
and it was a real social event. Everyone happy to be there

of the Scotch Bay Cemetery on the north side of the road
where there is the original building site of his homestead.

after their week of hard work and they did work hard.
Everyone brought great picnics. Everything was put together and shared by all. As a kid I remember all the
food. I was a greedy little monster!

The following is an excerpt from a letter written by
Helen Dennehy, daughter of Gerald and Nellie Dennehy
(Penny) remembering visits to Auntie Ina and Uncle

Will's farm.

While staying for a holiday in the summer I went to
town with Auntie Ina with the horse and wagon to take
the cream in tin cream cans and pick up much needed
supplies. The mosquitoes were really bad. It took all day
to go to town and back. She received $t.t3 for the cream
a¡rd could only buy flour and sugar.
Later I used to go for a couple of weeks to Rene's.
Thatwas wonderful. Had greatfun playingwith Kathleen
and going for the cows in the evening on horseback.
Huppy memories."
Note: Behind the family in the picture is a flower garden, three or four feet behind the sweet-pea covered
fence. Auntie Ina always had flowers in that spot and it
looked very pretty inside looking out.
Note: The house which was made of logs is plastered
with the lime-sand mixture to make smooth white walls

"I have many happy memories of Scotch Bay,my father, Gerald Dennehy loved the place and the people.
We drove up from Winnipeg two or three times every
summer in father's Touring Sedan with leather-like side
curtains flapping in the wind. These curtains had a celluloid see-through in the centre and the curtains could
be snapped down in case of rain. No real roads, only
trails through farm properties and we had to open then
close dozens of gates on the way. We often got stuck and
as an added attraction had to get a local farmer and his
horses to pull us out, as a result, we made quite a few

friends along the way. On several occasions they even
put us up for the night as darkness fell. Hardly the simple drive it is now. I'm talking about the 1920's.Very
hospitable people, do anything for you.
We always received a marvelous welcome from Auntie

outside.

Ina and Uncle Willie, who were very pleased with the
visit. Not too many diversions there. They had no electricity, no phones, no cars, no radios and lived 17 miles
from the siding.They had very big hearts and we always
had a wonderful time. I remember Mother always
brought a treat of Finnan Haddie (smoked haddock)
which I remember Auntie Ina cooking in a milk sauce.
They were brought up on this in Scotland, however, certainly not available in Scotch Bay in the 1920's.
Auntie Ina was as is everyone up there (had to be I
guess) a fabulous cook. Her bread and cakes were great
and I suppose extra treats were put on the table in our
honor. Auntie Ina would give three or four of us children a cup and tell us to fill it with wild strawberries,
then she would make a strawberry shortcake. I can still
taste it! Nothing in the world could touch it. One summer in the late 1930'sJim Penny and his family came
from Detroit and with my family, the Dennehys, we all
motored up to the farm where we pitched tents under
the trees in the farmyard arid stayed to visit for a week.
It was like a family reunion.
On Sundays they held a small church service, Auntie
Ina played the organ and Uncle Will played the violin
and we all sang hymns and readings were from the Bi
ble. We all went to the lake - only a mile down the road

William died in 1945 and Alexandrina in 1944. They
are both buried in All Saints Cemetery at Scotch Bay.
Victoria married Glenn Woods. Born 1898, died 1919
in the flu epidemic. She left one son, James, who was
raised for the first eight years of his life by his grandmother Alexandrina and Auntie Agnes. He is living in
Creston, BC.

Mary Isabel (Polly) 1900-1990, married Donald
Malcolm of Scotch Bay. They lived there for two years
and moved to Lundar area. They raised a family of twelve

children; three sons and nine daughters: Howard, Isabel,

Vicky, Irene, Eva, Rose, Don, Tiudy, Judith, Valerie,
Robert, Cora. In later years Donald and Polly lived at
Carman, moving back again to Lundar as elderly seniors. Many of their family live in and near Lundar.
Catherine Maclntosh, 1901-1981, married John
Andrew Lamb. They raised five children (SeeJohn A.
Lamb).

William Alexander, 1906-1976, married Marion Lee,
They had two girls. (See George and Eveline Lee).

Jack Penny, 1908-1976, married Doris Blue. They
raised five children: Ronald, Jacqueline, Cameron,
Vernon, Cindy. (See Robert andJacqueline Isfeld and
Cameron and Phyllis Penny).
Agnes Blue, 1908-1989, married Fred Andrews. They
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home on the original William Penny homestead. A few
years later they expanded their mixed farming operation by raising poultry For several years they supplied
neighbors, businesses and surrounding towns with farm
fresh poultry and eggs. Russell also operated a small
welding and fix-it shop and at harvest time he would
supply neighbors with swathing and combining services.
Russell and Edith were very active participants in the
community. Edith continued teaching for several years
throughout the districts of Macross, Parkview, Lily Bay

raised seven children. (See Fred Andrews).

ArthurJohn Russell 1913-1983, married Edith Sanders. They raised two children. (See Russell Penny).
George Penny, 1913, married Marjory McBride. They
had five children: Pearl, twins Wilbur and Shirley, Laura
and Linda. They separatcd and divorccd. Marjory went
back to Souris and by teaching school and with the help
of her parents she raised her five children and educated

them all.
George then marriedJanet Lee. They had four children: Kenneth, twinsJoyce andJoan, and Rose. They
lived in Winnipeg. (See Matthew and Ann Lee).
Russell and Edith Penny, Catherine andJohn Lamb,
andJack Penny are all buried in All Saints Cemetery in
Scotch Bay. William Penny is buried in Chapel Lawn
Memorial Gardens in Winnipeg. Agnes and Fred Andrews are buried in Briksdale Cemetery. Polly and

and Eriksdale. She was an active member of the Scotch
Bay Anglican Church volunteering her services as organist, choir instructor and Sunday School teacher. She
also taught private piano lessons to various individuals
throughout the years. Russell was a member of the local
school boa¡d and served as a trustee for many years. He
also was aboard member for the Prairie Farmers Union.

In

Donald Malcolm are buried in Lundar Cemetery.

1948 a daughter, Janice. Both children attended their

John & Nellie Maclntosh

elementary school years at Scotch Bay and completed
their high schooling at Eriksdale Collegiate Institute.
On Ma¡ch 17,1973 Edith passed away very suddenly.
At the time of her death she was teaching in Eriksdale.
Unable to cope with the loss of his wife, Russell decided
he wanted to be closer to his family. He sold his farm
and moved to Calgary, AB. He resided there until his

John and Nellie Maclntosh emigrated to Canada from
Inverness, Scotland.John was a brother of Alexandrina
Penny. He had fiery red hair. He took up a quarter section for a farm in the Macross area and ran

a Post

Office

there.

Nellie became a founding member of the Clydebank
Ladies Club in 1918.
Nellie went back to Scotland and passed away there.
John Maclntosh is buried in the Lundar Cemetery.
He was born in Scotland in 1869 and died in Ca¡rada in

death

in

1983.

InJune 1970,Janice married Ken Finlayson from Ashern. They have two children: Todd and Shelly, age seventeen and nineteen. They reside in Calgary, AB. Ivan
married Darlene Poffenroth from Calgary in February,
l972.They also have two children: Dawn and Dean, age
sixteen and nineteen. They reside in Calmar, AB.
For the past twenty-four years I have lived in a large
metropolitan city. To this day I still consider Scotch Bay
to be my home and probably always will. It was growing up there that I learned to appreciate the true meaning of family values, experience the generosity that was
shared by friends and neighbors and treasure the inner
peace that one felt from the serenity of rural life.

1950.

Russell & Ed¡th Penny
Russell was born

1943 Russell and Edith adopted a son,Ivan, and in

May 15, 1913 in Scotch Bay. He and

his twin brother, George, were the youngest of eight chil-

dren. He attended grades one through eight at the Scotch
Bay district school. As was the case with most youngsters in those days, education was not considered a pri-

ority, therefore Russell, after elementary grades, remained on the farm assisting his parents.

Bdith (Sanders) Penny was bornJuly 13, 1912 in Winnipeg. She was the eldest of four children a¡rd obtained
all of her education including her teaching and music
degree in Winnipeg. In 1937 Edith accepted a teaching
position in Scotch Bay and it was during this time that
she met and fell in love with a young man by the name

Robert & Jacqueline Isfeld
Jacqueline Penny was born in Eriksdale on August

15,

1950 toJohn (Jack) Penny (1908-1976) and Doris (nee
Blue l928).Jacqueline is the second oldest in the family
of five children: Ronald (1946), Cameron (1953), Vernon
(1957) and Cindy (1960).

of Russell Penny.

They married July 7, 1939 and built themselves a

Jacqueline lived in the Scótch Bay District on the fam
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and volunteer organizations. She was president of the
Tisdale Teachers'Association, secretary of the Saskatchewan Council of Exieptional Children, vice-president
of the Northern Saskatchewan Special Olympics, chairperson and treasurer on the board for handicapped adults

of the Workplace in The Pas, and is presently secretary
of The Pas Horticultural Society.
Jacqueline and Robert Isfeld were married on Decem-

ber 27,1986 in Winnipeg at Harrows United Church.
They have one son, Leifur Eric Isfeld, born onJune 22,
L987 at St. Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg. Leifur is in
French Immersion at Mary Duncan Elementary School.
Robert andJacqueline also have three other children
from Robert's previous marriage. Rob (196a) married
Mona Bassett in 1989. They reside in Winnipeg with their
son, Shane (1989). Rob is a surveyor for Manitoba Hydro, and Mona(1965) is a certified accountant with Air
Canada. Bill (1965) is presently attending the University
of Manitoba completing the last year of his four year
program in Education. He is majoring in mathematics

Jaquelíne lsfeld, Elízabeth Blue, Robert &

and French. Colleen (1970) completed her Recreational
Studies Degree from the University of Manitoba in 1993.

Leifur lsfeld

She is presentþ working in Brandon coordinating a ,Sføy

ily farm and attended the one room school of Scotch
Bay for grades one to eight. She has many fond memo-

in Schoolproeram for the YMCA. Amber Dawn Isfeld,
Rob's first child, born in The Pas, in 1985 is attending
Mary Duncan Blementary and is presently living with
her grandparents, Robert andJacqueline.
Robert was born on February 10, 1941 to Gestur and
Bertha Isfeld (nee Kjartanson of Ama¡anth) and resided
in Winnipeg Beach until he graduated from Winnipeg
Beach School in 1958. He started his career teaching at a
one room school at Westgate, MB. He also taught at three
other rural schools. Robert taught at DeerlodgeJunior

ries of helping her dad with haying. After moving to
Winnipeg in 1964 she completed grade nine at General
WolfeJunior High School. She then lived in the town of
Eriksdale attending Eriksdale Collegiate for three years
before moving back to Winnipeg.Jacqueline graduated
from St.James Collegiate in Winnipeg in 1969.
Jacqueline received her teacher's certificate from the
University of Manitoba in 1970 and began her teaching
career at Berens River, MB where she taught various
grades from two to grade six for four years. She returned
to university and graduated with a Bachelor of Education Degree in 1976 with a major in Geography, and
minor in English.Jacqueline spent nine years teaching
in Saskatchewan of which eight were with teaching special needs students in Tisdale.Jacqueline has taken numerous courses in Special Education and has Special
Education certifìcates from both Saskatchewan and Manitoba. She taught seven years in The Pas, MB which includes three years as resource teacher in Margaret
Barbour Collegiate, and teaching various grades at the
elementary level. Presently, Jacqueline is the resource

High in Winnipeg for five years. Through summer
schools and evening classes Robert earned a Bachelor

of Arts major in history and double minor in psychology and mathematics, a Bachelor of Education in Special Education and a Masters Degree in Education specializing in Administration and Cross Cultural S¡rdies.
Robert has been employed in va¡ious areas of education
in The Pas, including vice principal, principal at Opasquia
and Kelsey Schools, assistant superintendent, special

education coordinator and acting superintendent of
Kelsey School Division. Presently Robert is principal of
Opasquia Middle School.

Robert andJacqueline and their family spend many
enjoyable hours playing music. Robert is well known
for his musical ability and plays many instruments in-

teacher at Mary Duncan Elementary.

Jacqueline has been involved in many professional
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13 years, she has also worked at Ashern, Lundar, and
Eriksdale Hospitals for the last nine years. Presently she
is working in the laundry department in the Briksdale
Hospital. Phyllis is well known for her wedding and scenery photography and has had many of her pictures pub-

for

cluding guitar, fìddle and sax. He has won numerous
prizes for his fiddle playing in the competitions during
the Northern Tlappers'Festival. He had his own dance
band, Midnight Music, for 15 years and has taught a
guitar club at noon-hours for the last 25 years to school
age children. AlthoughJacqueline has only been play-

lished in the Interlake Spectator.

ing music for the last ten years she plays guitar, bass guitar and piano. Robert andJacqueline continue to entertain at senior functions and play music with their children.

The Westminister United Church in The Pas is an
important part of their family activities. Robert and
Jacqueline regularly teach Sunday School and accompany and lead sing songs at church and Egg LakeJail.

Sean, Angie & Baby Alex Penny
Cameron and Phyllis have one son Sean, born on
January 30,lg74 in Winnipeg from Cameron's previous
marriage. Sean graduated from the Eriksdale Collegiate
in 1992. He has worked forJ.S. Sigfusson & Sons Ltd.
since grade 11 as a part-time employee, fìrst, and is pres-

ently a full-time employee doing various jobs such as
welding. Sean and Angie (Fortin) were married on May
18, 1996 and reside in Lundar. Their son Alexander Guy,
was bornJune 23, 1995.

Sean, Phyllis & Cameron Penny

Cameron & Phyllis Penny
'i

Cameron was the third child ofJohn (Jack) Penny and
Doris (nee Blue). He was born in Briksdale on April20,
1953. He attended the one room school in Scotch Bay
from grades one to six and went to high school in Briks-

PLETT

Cindy
Born a 34 week, four lb. one ounce premie on May 20,
19.57 in Winnipeg, Cindy Diane Smith is the youngest
child of Gordon and Claire Smith (Jundt). The first six
weeks of life were spentin an incubator in the Winnipeg
hospital and she was not allowed to come home until
her weight was five lbs. Strange as it may seem, being

dale.

Cameron fa¡med with his dad at Scotch Bay and later
took over the farm in 1971. He has specialized in raising
Simmental and Angus cattle, and commercial fìshes on
Lake Manitoba in the winter.
Cameron and Phyllis married onJuly 8, 1989. Phyllis
Erickson was born onJune 28, 1953 in Lundar where
her father and mother, Bergsveinn and Louise Erickson,
operate a large cattle farm. Phyllis graduated from Lundar Collegiate in 1981. Although Phyllis has worked parttime as a cook and waitress for Chicken Chef in Lundar

underweight never seemed to be much of a problem
thereafter.

Baby-sitting all her nephews and nieces, and other
as well, was one of her favorite activities as a
teenager. She also spent many hours volunteering as a
candy striper and was then hired as a nurses' aide for

children
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Kids are curious and playful, and usually forgetfrrl of
their parents' warnings. Cindy clearly remembers one
incident. New neighbors, Tony and Olga Klimchuk and
family were moving into town (the house where David
and Sandra Hogue now reside). The basement was dug
and footings poured. Some neighborhood kids thought
it a greatidea to climb down the ladder, and walk along
the cement. Itwas muddy and wetin the hole. It seemed
we hardly were there when either somebody told us to
get out or the group decided it was time to go onto new
adventures. At any rate, Cindy was left shrck in the hole
and afraid to climb out, Big brother, Lorne, finally answered my cries for help and came to rescue me.
Although not athletic, Cindy did enjoy the three-legged and sack races and relay games at the Sunday School

picnics held at the ball grounds; skin-the-cat (hanging
upside down) and other acrobatics on the swing; base-

ball; badminton; volleyball; curling; then later, swimming and cross-country skiing.
Cindy has special memories of when, in grade nine,
she curled in the regular curling, with Aime Beaudry as
skip. In grade 12, Cindy was on the rink, skipped by
Doris Dumas (she and her sister Diane were from Grand
Rapids and came to school for the year in Briksdale).
They won the divisional curling championship title.
Aime's good coaching must have paid off!
Cindy, Vide Appleby and their co-workers from the
Ashern District Health Office also share huppy memories of ski weekend trips to Elkhorn Ranch in the Riding

Cindy & Jeff Plett
the summer at the B. M. Crowe Hospital, where she was

given good instruction by her Aunty Margaret Smith,
Helen Melville, OllaJohnson, Margaret Torgerson and
many others who worked there.
Cindy was involved with skating, 4-H, Explorers,
CGIT andJunior Choir. In 4-H, Cindy remembers taking sewing lessons from Elaine Dowsett; photography,
from Earl McKellar; and public speaking. Donna (Boss)
Smith and Brenda (Heroux) Tegelberg were the leaders

Mountain a¡ea. Later Cindy enjoyed the adult swimming
and acquasizes programs at the seasonal pool in Lundar.
After completing grade 12 (1975), Cindy attended the
four year Baccalaureate Degree Program in Nursing at
the University of Manitoba, convocating in lN'day 1979

for Explorers and CGIT. TheJunior Church Choir was
directed by Freddie Fairbairn, accompanied by Grandma
D., (Mrs. Dennis), and Helen Evans.
Saturdays were especially reserved for music lessons.
Some of her music teachers were Beryl Olver, Mrs.Jim

with honors.
After successfully completing the Registered Nurses'
licensure exarns inJune 1979, her first job took her to
The Pas. A keen interest in maternal-child health during
training paved the way onto a maternity floor.
After working at The Pas Cindy moved back to Win-

Hume, Val Scheske,J,rdy Scheske, Frank Taylor. From
grades nine to twelve, she travelled every Saturday, Sep-

tember toJune, to Winnipeg, to studyunder Grace Rich.
She enjoyed playing for various community activities,
but especially liked playing for the Senior Citizens' group
monthly parties held in the community center Thursday
afternoons, which Uncle Bill Smith and Aunty Myrtle
Leonard helped organize. Later, she was the organist at

nipeg and worked at a variety of facilities including Deer
Lodge Hospital where she would see Charlie Browning
on occasion; Children's Intensive Care Nurser/, Victorian Order of Nurses and as Home Care Coordinator,
then Public Health Nurse with the Manitoba Government, Department of Health, serving the residents in
Eriksdale, Vogar and Lundar.
Cindy enjoyed traveling; bus tours to the States, and

Clarkleigh United Church from 1987 - L992, enjoying
the weekly Sunday afternoon services with the small, but
faithful congregation there. On occasion, she also pitch
hitted for sister, Carole Boychuk at Eriksdale United
Church, or played at an occasional funeral.
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tria, to study at Capernwray (Torchbearer) Bible Schools
and to grow in her Christian walk of faith. Cindy was

and they settled in the Bartlett residence. The Plewes
family consisted of the mother, Laura (nee Cuddy) sons,
Bvan (22), and Gordon (8); daughters, Lillian (16) and

also able to take the staff worker training course in Hol-

Kathleen (6).

land (Netherlands) at the Tlaining Center for Hospital

The children attended school, with Lillian and Bvan
going to Winnipeg later for college and employment,
Life in Briksdale was very special for all, and they made
many friends in the six years they lived there. Mr. Plewes
was transferred to Winnipeg in 1933, and the family regretted leaving the intimate life of a small town to live in

eastern and western Canada; to West Germany and Aus-

(now Healthcarc) Christian Fcllowship International, an
international, inter-denominational Christian outreach
among health care workers, equipping staff to better ca¡e

for patient's need, body soul, and spirit. As part of her
HCF training, she had athree month practicum in Trinidad (in the Caribbean). Cindy came back to Canada to
work as the associate staff worker for HCF in MB.
Cindy was asked to share her experiences with HCF
at the Fisher Branch B.M. Church inJanuary 1991. A
couple of weeks later, Cindy had a call by a certain young
genthman, Jeff Plett, just to ask how she was. Well, the
rest is history as they say! Jeff, only son and eldest of
four, was bom February 15, 1960, in Ste. Anne MB, to
Nick and Rose (nee Penner) Plett. He was also a four
pound 34 week old premie!Jeff spent most of his early

the city.

years growing up in the Blumenort a¡ea (near Steinbach),

Memories of life in Briksdale remain: summer picnics atthe beaches of Lake Manitoba, where manyfamilies made the trip over a very bumpy road on Sunday
afternoon; skating on an outdoor rink on clear cold
nights, with occasional great displays of the northern
lights; Christmas concerts in the town hall; driving our
Shetland pony in the 24¡h of May parade. It was a pleasant life among good friends. Kathleen Girard is the only
living member of the family and has lived in Victoria,
BC since she married Dick Girard, where they raised

then, in August 1967, the family bought a farm and

two sons and now have four grandchildren.

moved to the Fisher Branch area.Jeff took his schooling
in Fisher Branch and also attended Steinbach Bible College for two years. He has his Diploma in Agriculture
from the University of Manitoba.
Jeffrey Dwight Plett and Cindy Diane Smith were

POIZER

Richard & Maude
In the early part of the year in

my grandparents,
Maude Louise and Richard Poizer and family set sail for
Canada from Manchester, England. They had five children. Dorothy was born M:ay 27 , 1901. Stanley was born
May 10, 1903. Brnest was born March 26, 1905. George
was bornJune 8, 1910. Harry was bornJuly 3, 1912.
They settled in Mulvihill on a homestead two miles

married Saturday,July 17, 1993. This was a special day,
because it was Cindy's father's (Gordon) 78th birthday,
the date her parent's, (Gordon and Claire) were married

in

1939 andJeff's Uncle Peter's birthday.

Jeff and Cindy are now making their home in Fisher
Branch, where Cindy is learning her new role asJeff's
helpmate and support, as he works with his father on
their beef and grain farm. She works casually as a nurse
at the Percy Moore Hospital Medical Clinic and doing
insurance paramedicals in the area.
No matter whatthe future mayhold forJeffand Cindy,
Briksdale will always be considered home and the peo-

1913

Northeast of there.
My grandfather Richard Poizer, was a French polisher
and cabinet maker. He was a finisher of fine furniture.
Needless to say, no work of that type was available for
him. He took the train to Winnipeg where he opened
his own furniture repair shop. The rest of the famiþ remained on the farm. It was a hard choice to make. The
doctor in England had suggested a change of climate
would be better fbr their son Ernest's poor health. Pref-

ple will hold a special place in their hearts.

PLEWES

erably country air, and it was.

James & Laura

Mymother Dorothyhad the fullresponsibility of helping her mother and running the farm. She could not con-

TheJames H. Plewes family came to Eriksdale in August 1927, when Mr. Plewes succeeded Dr. George
Bartlett as Inspector of Schools in the Interlale District,

tinue her education. She concentrated on learning to
drive horses, milking cows and all the chores related to
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farming. It was a diffìcult life for a 12 year old coming
from the city. One particular chore, and amusing to me,
was that she had to help her father do the statutory work
for the municipality (road work) to help pay their taxes.
She drove the horses, while my grandfather held the
scoop. She was only five foot one and a half inches in
height and weighed only 98 pounds. Her attire was a
dress with pantaloons and high buttoned shoes.
1918 was a very sad year for the Poizer family and
many other families. The flu epidemic broke out in their
area, My mother and her brother Stanley went from one
farm to the other doing chores for their friends who had
the flu. My grandmother helped nurse the sick. Eventually, the flu hit the Poizer family. Mother lost most of her
hair and an enormous amount of weight. She survived
the ordeal, but her two brothers were not as fortunate.
Stanley died on November 16, 1918 and Harry died the
day his brother was being buried, November 20, 1918.
My grandfather had to build his own sons' caskets.
Both the boys were buried in the Mulvihill cemetery.
On August 8, 1920 my mother Dorothy married Sven

Nellie & Thomas Pool
with granddaughters Donna & Sandra Pool

In

1914John joined the army. During service in France

he was wounded. The ambulance was a horse drawn
wagon without a cover. They travelled 42 miles to a first
hospital.John spent the next three years convalescing.

Anderson, my father, who had recently been discharged
from the army, His home was close to the Poizer farm.
Ernest left Mulvihill to work for the T, Eaton Co. in
Winnipeg. He worked with the company until his retirement. He was transferred to Calgary later on where he
met MaeJohnston and married in 1933, They had one
daughter and two sons.
George joined his father

in the furniture refinishing

business in Winnipeg. He met Victoria Standing, there.

They were ma¡ried in 1937. They have three daughters.
George and Victoria still reside in East Kildonan in Winnipeg.
Ernest passed awayJanuary 4, LgB7. Mae is in a senior's home in Calgary, AB.
Maude Louise Poizer passed away October 21, 1941.
Richard Poizer died in 1953. Both are buried in the

Mulvihill cemetery.

POOL FAMILY
John & Nellie Pool
-ë

John T. Pool was a boot-maker, who apprenticed for
seven years before eventually opening his own shop in
Edinburgh, Scotland. John arrived in Canada in lgl2,
staying with the Poyser family who lived between Austin and MacGregor, MB.

John Pool, WWl, St. Ann de Baeupre, France
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In

L922John built his

the RM of Eriksdale. Many times he left his work to give
assistance to a friend or neighbor.

fïrst house on his homestead. About a year later
he ma¡ried Nellie Small a

In the winter of 1955, very heavy snows fell. It was
impossible to haul hay, as the horses were unable to move

milliner from

the sleighs through the deep snow. The neighboring
Murray family and Risdon decided to move the cattle
up to what is often referred to as "Ha¡rslip's". After bat-

Glasgow.
They had one son Risdon
who was the firstbabyboy
born in Eriksdale Hospital

tling their way through the snow all day and setting up a
temporary pen to hold the cattle, they stopped for awelldeserved break and to set up camp. They received quite
a surprise when they went back outside. The cattle had
turned back home. The deep snow made it nearly impossible to overtake the herd as they travelled on their
narrow path. It took another full day to return them to
their temporary wintering grounds.
Risdon inherited his love of horses from his father.
He enjoyed working with horses. One enjoyable event

on May 3, 1926.

John died on September 6, 1965. Nellie died on

March 22,1959.

Risdon Pool

Risdon & Edna Pool
Risdon married Bdna Knight (see Knight) and continued the farming/fishing tradition in the Macross district.
They had eight children. From oldest to youngest they
are: Donna (Wayne Kaartinen), Sandra (Garry Lindell),
Judy (Maurice Dunn),Jack (Donna), Richard Beauvais
(Sonya), Barb (Randy Dunsmore), Gary (Colleen), and

was when he was asked to drive a team of Victor
Sturgess's in a parade in Eriksdale.
Risdon was stricken with multiple sclerosis in the early
seventies. He became hospitalized a short time later. He

spent his last years as a resident of the Eriksdale Personal Care Home where he was shown considerable
kindness from members of the staff and community. He

Wendy (Silvio Jolicoeur).
Risdon served over twenty years as a councillor for

died on iÙlay 4, t982.

Jack & Donna Pool
Jack is the third generation Pool to continue farming in
the Macross district. He and his wife Donna moved to
the Pool farm in 1974. They have two children, Blair and
Melanie.

Jack, Donna, Melanle, KYle SPalding,
Raya Chetyrbok, Blair
Donna is the secretary at Eriksdale School.
Blair is in his third year at the University of Manitoba
pursuing an agricultural degree. Bventually, he hopes to

Donna, Jack, Judy, Sandra; Edna (holding foster
babfl, Wendy, Risdon (holding GarY) Pool
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become the fourth generation Pool to farm in Macross.
Melanie is presently at Red River Community College taking medical radiology technology. She will take
further training at Selkirk Hospital.

on construction jobs arid I would do the farm chores.
Our two youngest children were born in Briksdale Hospital. Valerie was born onJanuary L2, early, because of
the sad incident when our very close friend, Betty
Kesslering, died after a house fire. Our youngest, Robert,
was born

POSTLETHWAITE
S¡d & Jean

in

1967, our centennial projectll

We sold our farm in Eriksdale, and moved to Ashern

in L97L.I bought and managedJeans Hwy. #6 Restaurant in 1983 and opened another little restaurant Soup
and Such in 1985. Sid, Steve and Rick still operate the
farm. Diane married Mike Price in October 1g78; he

Sid was born in Bothel, AB in 1931; marriedJean Statham
of Carstairs, AB in 1954.Jean was born in Didsbury, AB
in 1936. Sid worked for many years in gas plants but
wanted to get away from that dirty and dangerous work.

became step-father to Camilla and they have three chil-

dren; Mike Jr., Benjamin and Lara. Richard married
Marilyn Ciereszko in May 1981 and have three sons;

We were farming a small acreage and paying a large rent.

Due to the high cost of land in Alberta; and at that time,
couldn't get loans for land, we decided to look elsewhere.

Shaun, Darcy and Brett. Steve marriedJanice Kernested

in March 1994 and became step-father to Tyler and they
have twin boys,Jordon and Terrel. Marlene marriedJoe
Michno inJuly 1983 and have two children; Leigh and
Jay. Valerie married Bob Kinkead in August lg88 and
have two girls; Lacy and Sydney. Robert is engaged to
Lori McDougall.

We did check out the homestead land in the Peace River
district, but than would be too costly to clea¡ and set up.
We then saw ¿Ìn ad of Henry Richaud's about farm land

in the Interlake of Manitoba. We contacted Henry, then
came down with another couple,Jack and Pat Cook who
were our close friends and neighbors at Cochrane, AB.
We came down in the spring of 1963, looked at the country and liked what we saw Pat was pregnant with her
youngest child Cindy at that time and I sprained my leg
inJune so we were unable to come back down with Sid
andJack when they came in the late summer to check

Diane and I bought Ashern Service about five years
ago and operate the gas bar and restaurant. Richard and
Steve, also, work for the Highways Deparhnent; Marlene
is Financial Advisor for Super Six andJoe has a western
country music business. Valerie works for Eriksdale
Credit Union and Bob also works for Highways Department. Robert is a mechanical draftsman but also operates his FishIàles andTackle Shoþatthe Steep RockBeach.
Henry Richaud was instrumental in getting many
Albertans down here as Sid's brother, Frank, and wife,
Rita, came down the following year with Rita's cousin,
Len Sholtz, and his wife, Marilyn. We have been here
for so many years now that we consider this the place to
be and would not want to move back.

out some farms. They came home to tell us they bought
farms only to find both Pat and myself in hospital; she
had a baby and I was in due to leg complications. Then
the rush was on to organize an auction sale. I remember

the difficult time of tryrng to choose what to take and
what to sell, do all the packing, etc., while on crutches.
We left Alberta on October 14, 1963 on our trek east,
a real caravan of household, farm items and kids. We
had our four young ones: Diane eight, Richard seven,
Steve five and Marlene three and me still on crutches.
Jack and Pat had four young children, also: Randy,
Wendy, Sandy and Cindy. We arrived in the old hotel in
Lundar on the lSth and went to see our new homes for
the fust time on October 16th. We moved on to the farm
we bought off Bsther Ricktik on Moggy's Road, about
two miles north of Briksdale, whileJack and Pat moved
to Lunda¡. Sid and I never reafized for two weeks that
we had arrived at our new home on our ninth wedding
anniversary. We found the winters very long and cold,
missed our Alberta chinooks. There was quite a struggle
to survive the first few years. Sid had to go out to work

POSTON
Ralph & Ethel
Benjamin Ralph Poston, born November 27,1917, was
the eldest son of Ben &Jennie (Cousins) Poston. They
owned and operated a mixed farm in the Mossgrel School
district, near Blkhorn, MB, from 1917 to the late 1940s,
when they retired to the village of Elkhorn. His father
Ben died in 1975 and his motherJennie died in 1985.
His brother Claude died in 1985 leaving a wife Bvelyn,
and four daughters to survive him. His sister Ruth (Ben)
Marshall resides in Red Deer and has two daughters.
Ethel Ruth Morris was the youngest daughter of Rev.
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he went to Whitemouth as Agricultural Representative
and in December 1962 he took a one year leave of absence to further his studies at Colorado State University,
Fort Collins, Colorado. During the one year atthatlocation, Ethel nursed at the Fort Collins General Hospital.

Upon graduating in December 1963 he returned to
Manitoba and worked with the Department of Agriculture until retirement in March 1982. Five years of that
time was with the 4-H division, the remainder as a training officer in Agricultural Training. Ethel worked part
Ralph Poston

time at several locations.
After retirement in 1982 Ralph and Ethel resided in
the Village of Elkhorn where Ralph served over six years

Ethel Poston

on the village council. Following Ralph's retirement
Ethel's health began to fail and she died of pancreatic
cancer in March 1990.
In August 1990 Ralph attended the Eriksdale Homecoming festivities and in October of that year married
Mae Brandstrom. They live happily on 4th Avenue North
in the village of Eriksdale.
Ralph has always been a country and western music
fan having played violin and guitar at school and house
dances while growing up during the Dirty Thirties. He no
longer has a violin but has a guitar which he never plays.
He gets his music from Nashville. (During the late thirties, he sang and played guitar with Charlie Herald and
his Round-up Rangers one winter, and did a short stint
on the CBC Red River Barn Dance in the early forties).

William David and Robina Euphemia (Murdoch) Morris. Ethel died in early 1990 and was predeceased by her
parents and a brother William (Bill). She was survived
by sisters Gladys Williams and Margaret Cuthbertson,
and brother Clarence Morris and Bill's widow Phyllis'
Ralph was on the home farm until April, 1940 when
he joined the RCAF in which he served for five and onehalf years being discharged as a Flying Officer, Navigator Bomber.
In August 19a0 Ralph Poston and Ethel Morris were
married and lived together for almost fìfty years.
Following WWII Ralph completed his high school
training and attended the University of Manitoba, graduating in April 1950, with a Bachelor of Science Degree

in Agriculture.
Ruþh and Ethel spent the summer of 1949 in Eriksdale where Ralph served as an Assistant Agricultural
Representative as an undergraduate of the U of M, serving the West Interlake area from Oak Point to
Gypsumville. They lived upstairs in the John Sharpe
house. Ethel was a nurse and worked part-time at the

POTTINGER
Roy & Ann

Blizabeth M. Crowe Hospital.
From graduation until 1954 they lived in Melita, MB
where Ralph was Agricultural Representative and Ethel

Ann Kingsley was born November 2, LgI2 at Mac Ross.
She's the sixth child of Albert and Margaret Kingsley;
and Lwin sister to Don Kingsley and the only sister in the

did some nursing at Deloraine General Hospital'
They returned to Eriksdale in 1954 where Ralph
served as Agricultural Representative until 1957. While

family of six boys.
Early childhood days were spent in the Macross dis-

in Eriksdale they were active in community activities and
developed many lasting friendships. They lived in the

team or walking, as no proPer roads existed. Girls were
expected to wear dresses and act like princesses. Socks

Chyzzy house directly behind the Post Office which is
the building west of Nellie Mills Cafe (now the Blue Grass
Inn).
InJune 1957 Ralph was seconded to the Social and

over boots and woolen long johns were not stylish but
were a necessity for warmth. Rogers Golden Syrup pails

Economic Research Office to assist in a Study of People of Indian Ancestry in Manitoba. In August 1958

available.

trict attending the one room school by horseback, dog

became lunch containers holding nutritious sandwiches
and an odd cookie. Very seldom were apples or oranges

Due to poor health Ann was ordered to quit school at
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grade three. This was one of the saddest days of her life.

What she missed in school she made up for

as a home-

maker for her brothers. Fishing in winter and mixed farm-

ing in the summer was a way of life. Seaming and boxing nets in spare moments allowed for many conversations, with her brothers. In the winter brothers Bob and
Bill would fìsh while Ann prepared their meals at Dog
Town.
Brothers Alex andJack came home from Saskatchewan with a friend,James Lane. He was introduced to
Ann and all the girls in the district. They all wondered if
he could dance so to the first school dance he was invited. It was soon realized he wasn't a great dancer but
nevertheless, a spark between him and Ann flourished
and they were married April 16, 1941.
They settled in the South Head district looking after a
widow's farm for ayear (Mrs. Higginson's). In 1943 they
moved west of Eriksdale twelve miles and set up a homestead for cattle raising. Albert Kingsley, Ann's dad lived
with them. It was on this farm that three children were

PRESTON

Benjamin & Susannah
Benjamin Preston was born at Castle Colne, Lancashire
on November 9, 1841, which was the birthplace of King
Bdward VII.
Susannah Dunt was born at Colchester Bssex onJanu-

ary 1, 1849.

In

born; Beryl 1944, Donna 1947, and Phyllis 1951. The
house was small and conveniences were non-existent.
There was no plumbing, hydro or telephones. A larger

married Susannah Dunt at the St.
Church,
Colchester, Essex, Bngland.
Joyles
Susannah gave birth to seven children while they lived
in England and lreland. They immigrated to Canada in
1882 with their five surviving children.
For the first eight years Benjamin was a guard at Stony
Mountain penitentiary. During those years he took a

home was purchased, plumbing installed and life became
easier even though outside work was still done by horses

and hand.

Due to poor healthJim passed away Nlay 23, L954.
Ann's health was not good, but doctors in Saskatchewan

1871 Benjamin

homestead at

Lily Bay (NW 32-20-6W). His wife,

diagnosed her problem and had her goiter removed. She

Susannah and family lived on the homestead while he

returned to the family farm where Henry Brown helped
her for several years until she married Roy Pottinger on
November L2, L957. Roy was a childhood friend who
worked for her older brother Cecil. Roy and Ann spent
twenty-fìve years on the farm, then moved to Eriksdale

worked at the penitentiary. Susannah liked to tell her
grandchildren of the times she spent in Stony Mountain
living on a hill.
In 1890 Benjamin also moved to the homestead and

in

4 section of larrd). One of the features of
was the stone floor in the basement.

as

1982.

Later years have been healthy and busy. tavelling
and friends fill their days. The girls are married. Beryl
and Bill Everingham live in Brandon. They have two
children, Kim and Blaine. Donna and Doug Thomas
reside in Winnipeg with a son, Aaron. Phyllis and Len
Klassen also live in Winnipeg with two daughters; Lana
and Aynsley.

improvements were made they got a pre-emption (1/
tJire ßig House

Another favorite story that continues to be told to the
family is of the horse, Beauty. She was apparently given
to Benjamin by his son-in-law Edmund Watson. She was
very pretty with a white face and a shiny black body.
She had one bad habit though; she was a balky horse.
At times they were even late for church because of her.
People used to laugh when they came in late and say,
"Beauty must have stopped again!" Imagine just sitting
in your boggy waiting for your horse to decide to go!

Benjamin died April 7, 1921. Susannah died March
1927.

Benjamin and Susannah had 12 children. Eight of
631

them survived to adulthood.
-Susannah Louise bornJanuary 22, L872 at Colchester, England. She died at age two months, five days.

PRESTON

Herbert & Hazel

-William Benjamin (Will) born August 27,1873 at

Herbert Henry was bornJanuary 2, 1882, in Lancaster,
England, the seventh child of Benjamin and Susannah
Preston. Died September 4, 1952 (Accidental Death)

Brighton, Sussex, and wife, Martha, had tr,vo daughters,
Olive and Marjorie and one adopted son, Fred Hardisty.
They lived in Edmonton and moved to California where
their son Fred lived. Will passed away in California.
-Alice Maud born May l, 1876 at Newbridge, Ireland,
married Bdmund Fleming Watson. (See Edmund and

He marriedHazelMay Fisher, October 12, 1921. She
was

born Apri127,1897. She died in child birth August

10, 1928.

They had two living children:

Edith Susanah bornJuly 27,1922 - never married,
no children. She resides in Glendale, California.
2. Albert Benjamin born August20, 1925 - married
Elsie Beatrice May Clouston September 27, L944. She
was born March 13, 1928, diedJanuary 5, 1993.
They resided in Lily Bay on a farm until 1953, then
moved to Killarney, MB.
Five children were born at Lily Bay:
-James Herbert - April 24, L946. James married
Valerie Springer on May 24,1974 - one daughter, Susan
Diane, Januar y 3 0, I97 5 (Samantha Lynn, June 7, I99 5) .
-Jane Margaret - April 5, L947.Jane Margaret mar-

Alice Watson).

1.

-ErnestJohn born August 3, L877 at Ballincollig,
County Cork, Ireland, married Hilda Malenberg of Lily
Bay. They farmed in Lily Bay until 1923. They then
moved to California. They had six children: Dave, Ben,
Thelma, Charlie, William, and Stella.
-David George born March 22, 1879 at Dublin, Ireland, married Kitty Dougherty. They had three daughters: Violet, Florence, and Edna. They first lived in Lily
Bay, then moved to Thanscona, Winnipeg where he had
a delivery business. From there they moved to Pamona
California. David rlied November 13, 1963.
-Ellen Theresa born October 13, 1880 at Lancaster
England. She died at 17 months, 1 day.
-Herbert Henry born January 2, 1882 at Lancaster
England, married Hazel Fisher who came to teach at
Lily Bay. They had two children, Albert and Edith. (See
Herbert & Hazel Preston).
-Martha Mary born March 2, 1884 at Stony Mountain MB. She died at age 51 days.
-Edith born October 9, 1885 at Stony Mountain MB,
married GeorgeJames Nelson in 1905 and together they
raised 10 children. (See George and Edith Nelson).
-Ethel Pauline bornJanuary 25,1887 at Stony Mountain MB. She died at two months.
-Charles Frederick born May 6, 1888 at Stony Mountain, MB, died in l9l2,atage24 years. He was on a load
of sheaves when he noticed that a sheaf was falling. He
stuck his leg out to stop it when he was accidentally shot
in the leg. He died as a result of an infection from the
wound. He was always remembered as ajollyfellowwith
a good sense of humor. The neighbors had a dog that
used to bite if people gottoo close. One day, Charlie put
stove pipes in his pant legs and said to his sister Alice,
"I'll fix that dog today, Alice!"
-Mabel Gertrude born January 15, 1890 at Stony
Mountain, MB, marriedJim Forsyth. (SeeJim and Mabel

ried Edward Oakley August2, 1969 - three sons; Michael

Patrick,July 12, 1972; Timothy Daniel, March 27,l9BI;
Brad Tiavis,June 21, 1986.
- Patricia May - May 26,1948 - diedJune 7, 1948

- Donald Albert - August 19, 1949. Donald Albert
married Katheryn TeichroebJuly 25, 1969 - one son and
two daughters; Kevin Donald,June Il,1974; Lisa May

Katherine, March 24, 1976, died December 2, 1981;
Laurie Dawn, August 11, 1984.
- Alfred Ernest - December 27,1950
Four were born in Killarney, plus one adopted:

- Robert Cameron - January 25, 1955. Robert
Cameron married Norma Watson, daughter of Douglas
and Verna Watson on December 12, 1975 - four sons:
Christopher Scott, December 16, 1976; MarkJoseph,
January 3,1979; Steven Grant, October 8, 1981; Matthew Paul, February 28, 1984.
- Beverly Ann - March 3, 1955. Adopted at seven
months. Beverly Ann married Charles Briggs July 31,
1982 - two children; Shawna Faye, February 28, L975
(Marti, September 27, L994); Dale Gordon, December
27,1976.
-John Walter -June 1, 1956.John Walter married Anne

Whitman October 27,1984 - three children; Terry Lynn,
August 15, 1985; Adam Lester, August 6, 1987; Alex
Dean, August 30, 1994.

Forsyth).
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Arnold - August 24,1960
Arthur -June 4, 1964
Alfred Ernest, Edward Arnold, and Benjamin Arthur
- Edward

- Benjamin

are not ma¡ried.

PRICE

Cecil & Florence
Cecil Victor Price and my mother Florence Kathleen
Blue were married on November 20, 1920 just after
mother's 2lst birthday, at her mother's home in Scotch
B^y.

They moved to

little lean-to house on the SE 27-217W. They raised two daughters there until the third child

George Blue, Cecil & Flossie, Evan, George Price

a

was on the way.

year black leg struck and left the folks with only a couple

They had a two story log house built. Two of the carpenters were George Watson andJohn Blue (Jr). They
did the dove tailing on the corners. Of course others
helped, but I was only four years old and I can't recall

of cows. A cattle buyer wanted to buy several beautiful
black cows. Dad thought the price was too low. That
was one day. The next day, they were both dead from
black leg. That was pioneer life.
Finally the folks, like a few neighbors, left for Winni
peg in 1939. Both have passed on, but we remember
them. Three of us are left of the six children.

the others.

PRICE

Victor & Lillian
Victor Henry Price and Lillian May Lawrence were
married in Eriksdale United Church inJanuary 1949.
The young couple began their ma¡ried life farming, first
on fraction SE 10-21-7W for a couple of years. Neil Blue
had lived here with his mother, after the passing of his
father,Jack Blue. From here, they moved to SE27-217W, (Cecil Price's) which they purchased and farmed
for a number of years. Melvel Price later owned it and in
turn sold it to Robert (Bob) Neal. While here, the chil-

Mack Blue, Flossie & Cecil Price, Florence,
Víctor Price

dren attended Scotch Bay School. Victor worked at
Nathan Finkel's. Lillian carried on at home with the children and managed farming duties as needed. In 1960
they moved to SW 6-22-6W where they continued to
farm. When Clydebank School closed, the children were
sent to Eriksdale Elementary and later to Eriksdale Collegiate. Grades six, seven, and eight were held in units
in the high school yard.
Victor and Lillian had six children:
Shirley, born April 29, 1949, now lives in Powell River,
BC, with her husbandJim Parry. Shirley works in a local

They raised six children:

I was the eldest, Florence.
(2) Next Gladys, who leaves one son. She has been
(1)

deceased since 1963.
(3) Along came Victor who lived on the farm for a

number of years. Victor married Lillian Lawrence and
they had six children. (See Victor Price)
(a) Then sister Lillian, who is married,lives in BC.
(5) Next their son Evan, who also passed on in 1974.
(6) Finally son George, who passed away in 1988.
My folks, like many, had hard times. I remember one
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hardware store.Jim makes a living picking mushrooms
and salal, which is the greenery used in flower bouquets.
Their two daughters April Dawn, born May 15, 1970 and
Angela, born December 27, 1973, have both graduated
and live on their own. April lives in Powell River and
Angela lives in Vancouver, BC.
Marilyn, born October 21, 1950, married Russ Greise
from BC. They had a daughter, Kerry Lee-Ann, born
June 11, 1970. They divorced and Marilyn later married

John Moorfoot from Winnipeg. They had two boys,
Johnathan David, born May 9, 1974, and Donovan Lee,
born March 1, 1978.
Marilyn works at Universal Printers where she has
been since 1982.John works for Manitoba Hydro. Kerry
works part-time for H & RBlock and has two sons;Todd,
born February 22,1989 and KennyJohnathan, bornJuly
3, 1993. Kerry lives at home and works at Domtar Industries.John and Marilyn's youngest son, Donovan is
going into Grade 12 (1995-1996).

Craig, Jeremy, Carolyn; Kenny, Tannís
Leochko. Married onJune 22,1985; they still reside on
the family farm with their two daughters;Jenna-Lee, born
May 4,1986 and Amanda (Mandy), born August 3, 1988.
They run their own business, Rainbow Outfitters,where
Terry is a licensed out-fitter and guide. Brenda helps out
with the business, and does volunteer work in the community, eg: she's on the Board of Directors for Poplarfield
Communiùy Centre, and is treasurer for the Poplarfield
Skating Club. They also hobby farm, where both girls

Melvel, born November 24,1953, lives and farms west
of Eriksdale, on SW 6-22-6W on the farm owned by his
great-great-grandfather, James Allen. Besides farming,
he also works on construction. This is where the chil-

dren grew up. It will be a century farm in 2013.
Donny (Donald), born May 14,1955 ma¡ried Brendice
Breckman of Lundar. They have three children:Jacklyn,
Brendon and Ashley. They live in Winnipeg where
Donny works as a sewer and water, city contractor.
Carolyn, bornJanuary 3, 1958, married Craig Miller.
They farm the quarter that used to be homesteaded by
BillyJones. They now reside in the house that Craig's
parents, Robert Camilla (Kemmy) and Gertrude (Gert)
May Brown Miller built in 1960. They have three children. Their two sonsJeremy, born November 24, 1974,
and Kenny, born November 3, 1975, both graduated in
1993 from Eriksdale Collegiate. They are currently employed by Flinta Construction, part-time. They have their
own cattle and help run the farm with their parents. Their
daughter Tännis, bornJuly 25, 1980, is currently attend-

help out with the animals.
Lillian and Vctor were later divorced.
Lillian married Norman Lee on February 2, 1969 and
they farm in Scotch Bay. (See Norman Lee).

ing Eriksdale Collegiate.
The youngest of the Price family Brenda, went to
Clydebank School where she attended grades one and
two. When Clydebank School closed she was sent to
Eriksdale Elementary and later graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1978. In 1980 she left her job at Shoppers Drug Mart in Winnipeg to move out to Poplarfield.
There she and Terry Leochko took over the care of his
two younger brothers after the passing of his fatherJerry
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sisters, Elsie, was born at home in Silver Bay. She got
her education at the Silver Bay School. Following her
school years, Elsie moved to Sudbury, ON where she

nanny for two small boys for Dr. Helen Tofley.
At a very young age of 16 Elsie became, as the boys
called her, their Grandma. She was chosen out of a roomful of five women by the boys themselves. Elsie worked
in Sudbury for one and a half years a¡rd then returned to
Ashern for a short time before going to Winnipeg to be
a waitress at the Fort G*ry Hotel.
Elsie met Dan at her sister, Helen Sarmago's place.
Dan and Elsie dated for three months and then were
ma¡ried in 1948. After theywere wed they lived in Eriksdale and farmed until they retired and sold the farm in
1992 and moved into town. They have been married for
47 years and in that time they had six children: Carolyn,
Kenneth, Gerald (ferry), Mavis, Kelly and Curtis.
became

a

ry

j"¡

RAWLUK
Dan & Elsie

Mavis, Kelly, Carolyn, Ken, Gerald;
Curtís (c1965)

Dmytro (Dan) is the youngest son ofJohn and Sophia
(Zadorozney) Rawluk who came to Canada from Poland

in 1910 and settled down in St. Martin to farm. Dan was
born onJune L4, 1920, on the family homestead. He

Carolyn was born on March 18, 1949 in Eriksdale.
(See Hans and

went to Vandusen School and later worked on the Pine
Island Cattle Ranch, which was owned and operated by

Caroþ

Muenchow).

Kenneth was born onJanuary 8, 1951, in Eriksdale.
After graduation Ken took an accounting course at the
Success Business College in Winnipeg. He is presently

his brothers. At age 22, Dan joined the army and, in
l942,he left to serve with the Winnipeg Grenadiers and
rehrrned in 1945. On his return, Dan purchased his brother's farm in the St. Martin area and worked the land
until 1947. Later he purchased Fred Yarnold's farm in

employed at Northern Sales in Winnipeg where he holds
the title of credit mariager. Ken married Eva Naphegi of
Winnipeg on May 13, 1978. They have two children,
Kenneth and Laura, and they now live in Winnipeg. Ken
and Eva enjoy curling and baseball and often return
home to Eriksdale for bonspiels and tournaments. Bva
works at the MTS as a business communication service
representative.

Briksdale (NE 32-21-5W) and began to farm on his own.
Elsie Yankie is the seventh daughter in a family of
fourteen born onJune 4, 1927 to August and Ernestine
(Kebarneck) Yankie of Ashern. Like her brothers and
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to help make ends meet as the children grew up.
As the years went on and all the children grew up and

My mother belonged to an organization known as the
Guild. They held fund raising events to help the local
hospital, built in 1926.

moved away from home, Elsie and Dan made the decision to move into town. InJuly of L992 they made that
move and now live in town in the school teacherage. They
now spend many hours growing a big garden and doing
yard work. They enjoy the time that they spend with their
children and grandchildren.
Elsie and Dan always raised their children to be very
supportive of each other. In return this resulted in a very
closely knit family, starting from Dan and Elsie and continuing on down to the last grandchild.

Our nearest neighbors on the farm were the Appleby
family. They had two girls, Violet and Lucy (Lindell), so
we visited quite often. Our close neighbors in Eriksdale
were Hallsons, Heroux, Gardner and Forsyth. I remember my very first day atschool. My teacher was Miss Edith Palmer, who later became Mrs. Bill Goodridge. I joined

the CGIT group and later the Young Peoples Society
(United Church). We skated and hiked in winter and
played baseball in summer.
Eriksdale had a good orchestra for dances, which included the Casselman brothers, and Fred Mariner. We
held dances in the Orange Hall, and who could ever forget Lindell's barn dances? Lots of good times there.
Betty married Stan Mills, son ofJohn and Nellie Mills.
Betty and Stan lived at Princeton BC. Stan passed away
in 1981 and Betty in 1993.
My sister Dorothy, worked for O. Hallson's. After the
war was over Dorothy married Bert Hokenson whose
family lived near Lundar. Dorothy and I and our husbands moved to BC. The next year Dorothy died in a
tragic accident. My parents moved to BC in 1957 to be
near the family. Dad died in Ig77 and mother in 1989.
Mother was 98 years old!

RENNER FAMILY
My grandparents William and Margaret Renner emigrated to Canada from England in 1912. They moved to
a homestead about four miles NW of Briksdale, near the
school known as Hartfield.

My parents Fred and Charlotte Renner followed in
1913.

Madge Renner, my dad's sister arrived about the same
time. She married Andrew Olson who had a livery stable
in Eriksdale. He ran a sort of taxi for settlers who had no
transportation.
Some of the farmers had a hard time making a living.
They often had no experience farming and many were
not used to the harsh winter climate.
After about ten years of pioneering, rny grandparents
moved back to England. I recall seeing them off on the
train early in the morning. Soon after that we moved to
Eriksdale.

Audrey married Albert Merkel. They live at Hope, BC.
They have a son, Bruce and daughter Brenda, both married. Audrey has three grandchildren: Darren, Ryan and
Shannon Greer.
I was married during the war to Norm Taylor (from
Winnipeg) and while he was overseas I worked for O.
Hallson in his store. I have hvo sons, Kevin Täylor of
Maple Ridge, BC and Neil Täylor of Hope, BC. I still
refer to Eriksdale as back home,I think it is a very unique
town because of the different nationalities in the outlying
areas and the many cultures, and nice people.

My dad got a job for George Almond, who had a general store and post office. There were four girls in our
family: Betty, Dorothy, Audrey and myself, Peggy. My
father picked up his old trade of auctioneering and continued in that line of work until he retired about 1957.

REVET

Joe & Doreen
Joe was born in Regina, SK in 1918. He attended school
in Forget and Bellegarde. His aunt helped take care of
him as his mother died when he was very young.
WhenJoe was 15 years old, he and his father moved
to Deerhorn where his father, Killien, continued his blacksmith work. He shod many horses around the district as

Peggy Taylor, Ruth Lindell, Norman Taylor,
Bea Tegelberg
637

people usually travelled with horses. Joe hunted and

REVET

snared rabbits for food. He cut and sold lots of cord wood.

Fred & Val

In

l942Joe joined the army. Shortly after he met
Doreen Hoadley who was staying at her sister's (Nora
Rowland). Then in December, 1942 Doreen joined the
RCAF asJoe had gone overseas by then. After that the
mailman was kept quite busy.Joe was over in England,
France, Italy, Holland, and Sicily. Early in 1946 he came
back to Canada. Doreen had been stationed at
MacDonald, Winnipeg, and Ottawa. InJuly she got her
discharge from the RCAI' at Lachine, PQ
In OctoberJoe and Doreen were ma¡ried in Winni-

Fred was born November 9, 1949 and raised in the municipality of Briksdale. He lived nea¡ Deerhorn with his

mother Leona, his father Frank Griffith and his granddad
Leon Revet. Fred was five years old when his dad and
granddad passed away. He was 12 years old when his
mom married Ken Desjarlais and he came to live with

peg. Then we came back to Deerhorn whereJoe and his

them on SW 4-21-4W.
I, Val Lamoureux, was born in Briksdale Hospital on
January 7 , lg54 and raised in the RM of Coldwell. Fred
and I were next door neighbors. We lived 3/4 of a mile

father had finished building us a home. We bought some

apart.

cows and chickens and started farming.

Fred went to school in Deerhorn for five years. I went
to school in Abbeville and Fred came to Abbeville school
at the age of twelve when he moved. I went to Eriksdale

ln 1947 our only son Allen, was born. He is now married and living in Minnesota after working for the city of
Winnipeg for 23 years. He went to Deerhorn School until it was closed and then to Eriksdale School. Allen has
three children who are now out on their own. Two are

school for one and a halfyears.

in Winnipeg, roofing for
Harry Brezden. I went to work in Winnipeg in 1971 at
the Rehab Centre as a cleaning lady. I worked there until
July 1973. Fred and I sta¡ted dating in October 1972 and
we were marriedJune 2, L973, We lived in Winnipeg for

In

married so now we are great grandparents.
Joe and Doreen enjoyed their garden while on the
farm and picking berries. Joe and Doreen joined the
Lundar Legion andJoe was president for a few years.
They are both life-time members now. Joe curled for
many years in Eriksdale.
There was a quarry on our farm made by the Nelson

1970 Fred went to work

six years.

River Construction Co. They put many tonnes of crushed
rock from the quarry onto #6 highway.
Deerhorn School has been sold and moved north of
Eriksdale, a¡rd the store is no longer in operation.
Finaþ we got rid of our cows and went into the pig
business until we retired. After the pigs were gone we
sold all of our land except seven acres where our buildings stood. We had a real big garden, so kept busy. Our
yard was a big one so the lawn mower got lots of use.
On October 12, 1993 we moved from the farm into
Lundar.Joe walks to town now, but I don't venture too
far in this cold weather. We hope to enjoy town life. Although I'm sure we'll never forget enjoying so many birds
while sitting on our deck on the farm, as we watched the

Leon, Val, Fred; Crystal, Monica & Cíndy Revet
We have four beautiful children of whom we are very
proud. Cindy Mae (February 3, 1974), Crystal Elsie Leona

robin building her nest in the evergreens we planted from
very small and now have grown to be real tall Christmas
trees. It was an interesting time even though we didn't
have perfect health for much of the time. However it is

(October 16,1975), LeonJames Francis (September 19,
1977), andMonica Minnie Irene (September 21, 1979).
Cindy took her first year of school in Winnipeg at

well worth remembering!

Harold Hatcher school in tanscona. We lived on
Allenby Crescent in Transcona for four years and two
638

other places before that. Then inJuly, 1980 we moved
back home with our family. We thought, mough cify liarnç for a couþle of country þlks! We bought one acre of
land from Dan. Desjarlais for $ZOO in 1974 where we
reside now SW 4-2L-4W. When we moved outhere from
Winnipeg we lived in my parent's, Leonard and Elsie
Lamoureux's house for three years while we were building our house. Then inJune 1983 we finally moved into
our new house. We at times, have had a little hobby farm:
25 chickens, two pigs, and a calf. We do this to have our
own winter meat. Also we love planting our garden and
watching it grow.
Our four children go to school in Lundar and Eriksdale. Our two oldest daughters have graduated. Cindy
in 1992 and Crystal in 1993 and are both working and
living in Winnipeg. Leon is in grade 1l and Monica is in
grade nine.
Fred gave up the roofing business in 1974 and since
then he does only stucco wire. He has his own business,
which he took over from his boss Harry Brezden, in 1987.
He has his brother and two brother-in-laws, and our
daughter Cindy working for him. In the summer months
our son Leon goes to work for him too. Cindy and Leon
gave up I month of their summer holidays when they
were 14 and 12 years old to go to work for their dad.
Fred stays in Winnipeg all week and comes home on

Besides farming he served asJustice of the Peace for a
short time and was a councillor for the RM of Eriksdale

weekends.

for several years.

In September 1991 I was offered ajob as a side chair
dental assistant in Lundar for Dr. Khalida Hai. I was not
too sure if I wanted to go to work because I wanted to

Mother operated alittle store in one room of the house
in the earþ 1930's then in 1935 she purchased the gen-

stay home and raise all of our children first. But my husband and children sud, gofor if. So I went in for an inter-

sold it to her son Henry

view, and showing of what had to be done and what

sary with all the family at the Richaud farm.

dental assisting was all about. The job is only two days a
week, but I love it, Dr. Khalida Hai is a super teacher
and good friend.
We have a dog, Gigno, who is ten years old and Ginge\ ortr cat, is 14 years old. They are part of our family of
course. Our hobbies are fishing, gardening, making beer
and wine, hunting, riding the four wheeler and skidoo,
dancing, camping and looking after our tiny hobby farm.

Mother and Dad retired in a little house in Deerhorn
until the mid 1960's when they moved to Winnipeg.

ter in Notre Dame de Lourdes.
In 1911 he ma¡ried Eulalie Durand and in 1912 moved
to Deerhorn and homesteaded on NW 2-2I-5W. They
built a log house and lived in that until 1925 when they

built a new house closer to town which is still being used.
They cleared and broke most of their quarters of land.

He farmed this land until he was forced to retire due to
illness

in

1945.
!
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SOth Anniversary of Eulalie & Jean Auguste
Hermas, Henry, Therese, Eulalie, August, Jean
Auguste, Joe, Marie, Virginia

eral store from Clarence Maddin and was there until she

In

in

1948.

1961 they celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-

Jean Auguste and Eulalie had eight children:
Jean, born 1912, died of the Spanish flu in 1919.

Virginia, born in 1914, marriedJoseph Gentes in 1935.
- have nine children - retired in Stoughton, SK.
Marie, born 1916, married Wilfred Houge in 1943. -

children - Wilfred died 1978 - Marie died 1993.
born
in 1917, married Blanch Cyrenne in 1940. Joe,
had I children - Blanch died 1979.
August, born 1921, married Myrtle (P"Sgy) Patterson
in 1943. - had two children - August died 1986 - Myrtle
died 1988.
Therese, born 1925, lives in Combermere, ON.
Henry, born 1927, married Yvonne Beauchemin in
had

RICHAUD
Jean & Eulalie
Jean Auguste was born in Bate des Fonts, Drome, France
in 1887. In 1904 he came to Canada and bought a quar639

10

my brotherJoe. We had a mixed farm: grain, beef and
dairy cattle. We sold and delivered bottled milk in Lundar for two and a half years.
I served as a trustee and secretary treasurer of
Deerhorn School for six years.
We farmed until 1975 when we solcl four qttarters tr:r
Bonnie and Elwyn and two quarters to Wendy and Ken.
Since then I worked on farms, carpenter work and drove

1948. - had three children - Henry died 1972 - Yvonne
lives in Winnipeg,

Hermas, born 1931, married Evelyn Thorkelson in
1951. - have three girls - live in Deerhorn.

trucks.

æ

RICHAUD
Hermas & Evelyn
Debbie, Wendy & Bonníe Richaud

I, the youngest son of August and Eulalie, was born
in Winnipeg, January 6, 1931. I attended school in
Deerhorn and one year at the Juniorate College St.
Boniface. In 1947 I took a mechanics course at Musker

We have three children:

Bonnie, born April 10, 1952, married Elwyn
Benedictson in 1970. They have three boys: Sean - born
1971,Jason - born 1974, Sheldon-bonL977.
WendyPhyllis, born 1954, married Ken Sweetland in
1972.They have four children:Jeffery - born 1976,Joel born 1978,Jana Lee - born 1984 and Anthony - born

Engineering. I worked for a year as a mechanic's helper,
but preferred farming, so I worked on farms until 1951
when I married Evelyn Thorkelson, daughter of Barney
andJuliette (Henrotte) Thorkelson.
Evelyn was bornJune 25, 1930 in Winnipeg. She also
went to Deerhorn school. She worked at Bill's Cafe in

1986.

Debra, born in

Lundar, also did housework at different homes and
helped her parents until our marriage.
In 1951 we bought the NE 24-21-5W from Gabriel
Marmonier with five horses, a 10-20 McCormack tractor which had been modernized with rubber tires, and
some machinery. Our house was a three room,320 sq.

L9

57, married Randy Surgenor

in I 976'

They have three children: Tlevor - born 1977, Scott born in 1979 and Tara Lynn - born 1981.
Our three girls all started school at Deerhorn school
and completed their schooling at -t riksdale Collegiate.

ft. mansion.
We farmed there until 1957 when we moved back to
Deerhorn andworked formybrother, Henry, athis store'
We sold this land and bought the Richaud farm from
640

wood and coal eating stove and an outdoor bathroom

RIDING

-

sanitary necessities were Eatons' catalogues and newsI remember among my classmates were
Willetts, Forsyths, Knox, Hanslip, Mills, Husband and

Bert & Alice

papers! Names

My parents were Bert and Alice Riding. Bert was born
inWarton, Englandin 1894. He cameto Canadain 1909.
He worked in Saskatchewan.
Bert married Alice (Swift). She was born in 1899 at
Grassmere which is near Stonewall, MB. Bert and Alice

There were many lovelypeople around Eriksdale who
must have given my mother a lot of help. She was a war
bride from Uxbridge, a suburb of London, who had lit-

lived at SB L0-23-4W of principal meridian. They farmed
sometime in Mulvihill. They farmed in Tipperary 1919

tle opportunity to learn to cook as a girl because of war
time situations. She told rather a pathetic story of offer-

to

ing her first attempt at bread making for one of the

others.

1937.

They had seven children born at the Eriksdale Hospital. May was born in 1923, Bob in 1926, Lil in 1928,
Jim in 1930, George in 1935, and Maryann in 1944.
May married George (Harry) Park of Lake Francis,
MB. They had five children: Doris, George, Larry,
Margaret and Roy.
Bob married Lois (Conrad). They lived in Toronto,
ON. They had tr,r¡o children, Wendy and Derrick. Bob
and Lois passed away

Lil marriedJules

in

neighbors to feed his cows - not fit for human consumption! I don't know if he accepted the offering! Anyway, I
know that some of the local ladies, Mrs. Willetts and Mrs.
Hallson's n¿unes come to my mind were good friends to
her in that difficult time. She soon became an excellent
cook!
I could write pages about Eriksdale, but I know lots
of people will have more interesting stories. However, a
few incidents come to my mind. Eriksdale's first post
offìce was called Cowdøy.I think I saw that narne on an
early map. Another post office nearby was Lily Bay. I
remember my friends, the Windross', who lived there.
I remember my father inspecting schools via train,
cutter, buggy and horseback. Occasionally the horse had
to swim. Of course, in summer the Model T Ford proved
it's worth - occasionally it had to ford a creek! I know
your roads are good now.

1994.

Devisscher. They live at Atikokan,

ON. They have three children; Wayne, Debra, and Gary.
Jim married Donna (Jeffrey) and.they live at Lake
Francis, MB. They had four children: Dianne, Gregory,
Rhonda, and Gary.

John married Albina (Prystupa).They farmed at
Petersfield, MB. They have four children: Rick, Lori,
Mark and Cindy.

George married Emily (Mulner) and they live at
Atikokan, ON.
Maryann married Glenn Rothwell. They had three
children; Terry, Karen, andJoanne.
Bert and Alice Riding moved to Lake Francis, MB in
1937. They farmed at Lake Francis for 34 years. Bert
passed away in 1971 and Alice died in 1976.Both are buried at Woodlands Anglican Cemetery. All the children
of Bert and Alice have married and have children of their
own and have grandchildren.

Dad once rescued an orphaned baby bear and
brought it home in the buggy for Mum to look after. The
poor little fellow died probably of loneliness, and heart
break, (after biting our neighbor who was trying to help
him).
The opening of the hospital was importa¡rt to our family. Dad had worked very hard and made several trips to

Winnipeg for it, so the opening ceremony was a proud
day for him. It was a good example of what people can
accomplish when they work together.
After leaving Eriksdale we moved to Hamiota, MB
and finally Winnipeg. Dad was always very active in the
educational scene. As well as inspecting, he taught at
Summer School, and the Normal School, as it was then
called. He always retained a soft spot for the Interlake.
Mum's memories tended to be colored by the mosquitoes, the winter weather (30 below zero) and the sound
of frogs in the spring, but she always prized the friends

ROBERTSON

Ruth
I

was only seven years old when we left Eriksdale in

1927.Lattended school for one year. My teacher was Ed-

ith Palmer (afterward Mrs. Goodridge) whom my father,
as her inspector, called an above average teacher. School
was like most country schools of that time - a big metal,

she had made there.

Dad died in 1950, Mum, several years later. Dad ob641

left New Zealandin March 1921 and came back to Eriksdale, as they did not like the situation there.

tained his PhD degree from the University of Wisconsin
after he left Eriksdale, so was addressed as Dr. Bartlett
after that. While in Eriksdale, he was plain Inspector
Bartlett or maybe just

Robert and Mary-ann moved to Winnipeg to the outskirts of St.James on Whytewold Avenue, which is now
a heavily populated area. They continued to raise chickens and supply their customers. They retirecl and moved

George.

to Victor Street where they lived and celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary a few years prior to their
deaths. They were able to do so with the loving help of
their family. They are survived by four grandsons; Allen,
Robert, Ian and Brian Ross, and one granddaughter,
Mary Forsyth.

ROSS FAMILY

William & Margaret Ross
WilliamJohn (Bill) Ross and Margaret Dornan
were married in Belfast, Ireland.
Excerpt from an a¡ticle in the Winnipeg Free Press,
December 23, 1966. Mrs. Ross 90 Years on Christmas

In

Robert & Mary-ann, Gordon, Víolet Ross

ROSS

1900

Duy'

Robert & Mary-ann

ttsure and

I dontt

ttl

lose out,tt said this Irish woman,
get different cards and tags to show which are my birth-

Robert Ross was born in Gervan, Scotland on December 17,1888. Mary-ann was born on Burnt Island, Scot-

day presents and which Christmas."
Mrs. WilliamJohn Ross will be 90 on December 25'
'A birthday cake is different from a Christmas cake -

land onJanuary 26, 1893.
Robert and Mary-ann married and homesteaded in
the Macross district in the early 1900's on SE 4-22:7W.
They farmed and raised chickens. Robert delivered eggs
to Winnipeg customers once a week in his Moelel T tour-

it contains a button, a ring and a coin, all for fortune
telling. I got the coin once," Mrs. Ross recalled during
an interview, laughing as she did then, a young girl at
work with dozens of other girls in Ballymacarrat, a suburb of Belfast. "But it didn't mean a thing' I never got
rich," she observed, quite content anyway. She was
Margaret Dornan then, "Not a veryIrish name, any more

ing car. It was a 14 hour trip. They had two children,
Gordon and Violet, who both attended Macross School'
In 1921 a group of the homesteaders and family,
Robert, Mary and family included, decided to go to New
Zealand where there was to be great opportunities on a
settlement scheme. They arrived onJanuary 6, 1921 and

than Ross."

Why did she come to Winnipeg? "Because my hus642

band was here," was her ready answer. William John
(Bill) immigrated in 1905, Margaret followed wittr little
Rhoda andJack in 1907. He was a bricklayer like so many

spreads at the age of 84, to þass the time. This latest one
was made from $64 worth of crochet cotton. "Crocheting isntt work,t' says Mrs. Ross, ttand it doesn't seem to

of his counÇmen.

take very long." Her first attempt at crocheting was at
age 75 when a friend bet she couldn't do it. Mrs. Ross
won the bet and produced a linen tablecloth with a lace
edge. Mrs. Ross was a dressmaker for many years,
worked on a farm and says she has "done almost everything." At 95 years of age she loves to watch sports on
television and she is an avid football fan.
Margaret (Dornan) Ross died at the age of 96 years
and six months in 1973. (See Sara Dornan following).
William John (Jack) Ross, their only son, married
Mary Watson in 1929 and moved his farming operation

"We got along well here but a bad time struck 19101912. Then we went out to Eriksdale to farm. Fine.Just
dandy, that turned out. My sonJack's still there. It's fully
mechanized now. No livestock but chickens."
The farm has produced a doctor, a teacher, an architect, a mounted policeman and a nurse. Not one second
generation fa¡mer.
"This is what the house looks like now," Mrs. Ross
showed a picture of a neat white house at the side of a
treed lane. "And this is how we began ...."The pair of
oxen in another photo is seen, guided by Mr. and Mrs.
Ross with little daughter Dorothy getting a ride on the
handlebar of the walking plow.
The first house the Irish couple had was a log one,
like the pioneers built a decade before. "That was because Oak Point was the nearest railway station," said
Mrs. Ross. She has four of five children living, six grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Their land was approximately 12 miles west and south

to the Clydebank district where they farmed until
1976.(SeeJack and Mary Ross).

Rhoda, their first daughter, moved to Winnipeg and
married in her early 20's only to be crippled through
complications following a spinal operation. Her sister
Dorothy looked after her for five years until she passed
away,

Dorothy, their second daughter, worked withJack on
the farm for many years and then moved to Winnipeg
where she worked for Eaton's until retirement.

of Mulvihill. They had five children:Jack, Rhoda, Dot,
Grayce and Nell. The children attended school at both
South Head and Macross and had to walk a distance of
four to four and a half miles to do so.
Because of poor land, farming was not adequate for
raising five children, so Bill had to leave home to get
work as a bricklayer. Likewise, Margaret also went to
Winnipeg to work as a dressmaker on occasion. This left
youngJack to run the farm, assisted by his sisters, Rhoda
and Dorothy.

Grayce, their third daughter, moved to Winnipeg
upon completing her education. She worked for the Bay
and, in 1942, married Gordon Riley. They had one
daughter, Lynn, and resided in Winnipegwhere Grayce
worked as a volunteer with the handicapped.
Nell, their fourth daughter, also moved to Winnipeg
after fìnishing school. After a bout with tuberculosis (TB)
she worked as a hairdresser up until her retirement.

Sara Dorna

Sometime around 1928, Bill died while on construc-

to as Granny

tion work.
Margaret eventually moved to Winnipeg and lived

Sara Dornan nearly always was referred

with her

Granny Dornan came to Canada from Ireland with
her daughter, Margaret (Dornan) Ross. Margaret came
to join her husband Bill in Winnipeg in 1907. Their two
children, Rhoda andJack came, too, on the boat. Upon

Doman.

daughters

Dorothy and Nell.

At age 95 Margaret
Ross again had her picture

in the Winnipeg Free

arriving in Canada ready to disembark, it was found that
the children had the measles. The family was kept in
isolation on the Island of Granisle. In order to get off the
boat they had to go down a rope ladder. This is where a

Press. (fuly 21, 1972) She
was shown displaying a
crocheted queen-sized
bedspread she had made
in 1971. She won firstprize

problem arose. Granny would not try to go down the
ladder.

for it at the Lundar fair.

Shebegancrochetingbed- Margaret

The inhabitants of the island only spoke French and
Grann/r with her Irish dialect, created a situation where

Ross
643

neither knew what the other was saying. Eventually a
courageous Frenchman had to carry Granny down the

fed and fattened and when dressed were given to friends

ladder!

Jack opened most of his bush land through bulldozing, brush cutting and breaking. He harbors no envy for
the deep and naturally fertile fields of the grain growing
prairies for he says his own country offers a better life
with fishing, hunting, and wild strawberries on the pan-

as

Granny Dornan lived with the Rosses and helped
where she could with the homesteading. She lived into
her eighty's.(See William and Margaret Ross).

William & Mary Ross

presents and supplied their own table for festive feasts.

WilliamJoh" (Ju.k) was the only son of WilliamJohn

try shelf attest to that. In 1955 he purchased the fìrst selfpropelled combine in the area from the Heroux broth-

(Bill) and Margaret Ross. He was born in Ireland in Feb-

ers.

ruary, 1901. In 1907 he immigrated to Canada with his
family, eventually settling in the Macross/South Head
districts near Eriksdale. He had to quit school at the age
of ten years and operate the farm as his dad worked away

from home

as a bricklayer.
In November L929,he ma¡ried Mary IsabellaWatson,
the daughter of Edmund Fleming and Alice Watson of
Scotch Bay. Mary was born in December, 1906. She attended school at Scotch Bay and Eriksdale and after
teachers' college, taught at a rural school, Beatty SD, near
Ashern. Mary also played the piano, and it was through
the medium of music that she metJack, who played the

Charlíe, Carol, Mary & Jack, Enid, Fred, Jack
Jack and Mary were both actively involved and devoted to the community:Jack as a trustee for many years,
and Mary as a pianist with the United Church, Christmas concerts, weddings and funerals and as a member

violin at many of the local dances.
Jack moved his farming operation to the Clydebank
district prior to his marriage to Mary. They operated a
mixed fa¡m with dairy cattle, pigs, chickens and grain.
During the depression years in the 1930's, a good steer
sold for $5 and their total income from all sources was

of the Clydebank Ladies Club.

In later years, after the Clydebank School closed, they
become equally involved in the Eriksdale Community,
including positions with the Masons and Eastern Star.
Mary was widely known among her friends and relatives for her musical abilities, gardening and writing ac-

less than $300 annually.

Despite the financial difficulties created by the Great
Depression of the Thirties,Jack was progressive in his

farming operations. He was one of the fìrst farmers in
the a¡ea to introduce fertilizer into his grain growing.
In the 1940's he built several new modern buildings
including a large stable, a poultry house and several granaries. The poultry house was innovatively planned by
Jack and Mary. They toured poultry houses near and far
then pieced together the features that they liked and
added a few ideas of their own. The new poultry house
had two pens, each 20x25 feet separated by the feed
room in the center. They were lined with flexboard, had

tivities. Who else but Mary would take up sewing, writing, typing and learning to drive after sixty years of age?
Jack received much pleasure from his paintings and photography and the community received much pleasure
fromJack's cheery "Hello. Come in. It's good to see you."
Both were ready to help friends and neighbors and the
community appreciated Mary's many good deeds: her
music at various events, her many visits to friends and
seniors at Christmas, the ideas that came to her that she
not only thought about, but acted on and which enriched
the lives of others. However, among their greatest
enjoyments in life were fìshing with friends, family and
entertaining at their farm.
A tragic car accident on Highway #6 near Moosehorn,
MB took their lives in 1976, along with two grandchildren and a good friend Davy Lawrence. They were re-

floor and each had an outlet flue for ventilation. A long row of double windows in each pen exposed
the birds to every possible bit of sunlight and supplied
a concrete

insulation.
A unique pen built upstairs above the feed room had
a social Purpose. Since they had to feed the hens each
day, they may as well feed turkeys. These turkeys were
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turning from a fishing trip when the automobile came
into collision with a Royal Mail truck.
Jack and Mary raised five children on their farm at
Eriksdale, and they insisted that all had the opporhrnity
for a good education. Dr. W. (fack) Ross was their first

RUSHFORTH

Sydney & Mary
I

working life in Hove, near Brighton where in August
1943 I married Sydney Rushforth, a Canadian serving
in the Canadian Army. In August lg44 our first daughter Margaret was born and in April 1945 she and I travelled by ship to Canada to stay with Syd's parents (Harry
and Sarah) at Eriksdale, in the district of Eastland. He
was discharged later thatyear and returned to Eriksdale
where we set up farming. Syd was born in Winnipeg
and raised in Eriksdale along with his four brothers and
one sister. InJanuary 1947 ow second daughter Evelyn
was born and in i952 we adopted our third daughter
Sharon. The girls attended Eastland School and then
Eriksdale high school. They moved into Winnipeg as

son, born in August, 1930.Jack completed his high school

by correspondence and went on to medical school in
Winnipeg where he graduated as a medical doctor. He
practiced in Winnipeg until 1977 when they moved to
San Antonio, Texas, where he still practices medicine.
Jack married Marlene Pearce and together they raised
five children: Brian, Gary, David, Susanne and Leanne.
Tiagically, Gary and David lost their lives in a car accident in 1976 with their grandparents.
Fred was their second son, born inJune, 1933. He
also completed his high school by correspondence, then

farmed with his dad until 1959 when he joined the
RCMP. He married Laura Heinrich and together they
raised three children:Jim, Kelly and Leah. Fred is now
retired from the RCMP and back farming at Stonewall

they graduated from high school and Syd and I remained

on the farm until Syd passed away in April 19g0.
Margaret has one daughter, Debby and they reside in
Williams Lake, BC. Evelyn has four daughters and lives
in Winnipeg and Sharon has three sons and lives in
Dugald, MB. In September 1991 I moved to Williams
Lake, BC where I currently reside.

and Eriksdale.
Carol was their first daughter, born in April, 1940.
She completed her schooling in Clydebank and Eriks-

dale and became a teacher. After teaching in western
Manitoba, she married Albert Anderson, son of Signe
Anderson (Lindell) originally from Eriksdale. They raised
three sons: Barton, Orville and Lorne. Albert was in-

volved

was born in Grimsby, England and spent most of my

RUSHFORTH

as owner and contractor

with Abesco Steel, and
now farms with grain and beekeeping at the family farm

Gordon & Lily

near Eriksdale.

Gordon, the youngest son of Sarah Jane and Henry

Charlie was the third son ofJack and Mary, born in
December, 1946. Following his education at Clydebank
and Eriksdale he attended the University of Manitoba
and later, Oxford University, England where he obtained
a degree in Linguistic Arts. He worked as a travel guide
many years in the Orient, and later moved to Europe,
finally settling in Gibraltar where he died in 1984.
Enid was the last child, born in November, 1950. Af-

Rushforth of Eastland was born in 1931 atEriksdale Hospital. His entire childhood
was spent on the farm with

his elderly parents since
there were no other brothers or family living at
home. He learned to enter-

tain himself. At an early
age, he became a very
good reader and spent
many hours reading. His
entire education was obtained at Eastland and
Gordon Rushforth
Eriksdale Schools. When
he was in his teens, he learned to play the violin and
helped to provide music for many dances in the area.
Nature was his favorite as he keenly observed birds
and animals. He wished that he had continued his edu-

ter schooling at Clydebank and Eriksdale she graduated
as a registered nurse at St. Boniface Hospital, subsequently practicing at Flin Flon, MB; Ottawa, ON; Lethbridge, AB and Georgetown, ON where she currently
resides and nurses. Enid married Stu Gledhill, a Cana-

dian Airline pilot and they have three children: Pam,
Nicole and Ryan.
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cation by studying biology. To his sorrow' his beloved
mother passed away when he was seventeen. Gordon
worked for several years as a plumber's assistant'
Lily Grouch, the youngest daughter of Tekla and Peter Grouch (Grocholski)was born on March 23, L932 at
a farmhouse where

Mrs. Slater,

a

midwife, atl"errtled

l.he

birth. As a child, she loved to play with and take care of
farm animals, except the cats which she was allergic to.
At a very young age, she was taught to help with the
household chores, bring in wood, milk cows and perform many other necessary tasks whenever she was not
attending Hodgsonville Blementa¡y School. When Lily

was 12, her parents purchased a general store in
Hodgson. Helping her parents to run the business was
an education in itself! While living in Hodgson, Lily attended Hodgson School for four years. Two of the high
school years were obtained by correspondence as there
was no high school in the village.
Lily completed her high school at Teulon where she
boarded at the United Church Girls' Residence where

Allan, Tím, Martin Racicot; Shirley Guinn,
Pat Racicot, Lily, (inset Lynda Campbell)

twenty-two young girls from different parts of the province studied, worked, and became good friends' After
completing teacher training in L952, Lily spent three
years teaching; one year at Bastland and two years in

ming and sports. Lynda, especially enjoyed public speaking!
Gordon kept busy by becoming involved with drama,
teaching Sunday School and later studied taxidermy by
correspondence. Also he was a member of the Masonic

the Portage area.

Lodge.

July 1954 Lily married Gordon Rushforth whom she
had met while teaching at Eastland.
After their marriage in 1954, Lily and Gordon resided
on the farm with Gordon's father. For several years,
Gordon worked at a garage,later with Hydro and then

When Tim commenced kindergarten, Lily became
involved in teaching at Eriksdale School. Lily enjoyed
working with 4-H members as a craft teacher and later
as a business leader of the 4-H Clovers for seven years.
It was a joy to guide the 4-H members as they were so

decided to raise chickens and cattle.
At various times Lily taught as a substitute teacher at
Eastland, Eriksdale, La Fontaine, and Lundar schools.
Farm chores and household chores kept her busy when

co-operative!

thrilled to be moving into a
new house which they had purchased. It was a thrill to
have a home of our own! However, there was a great
deal of work involved in preparing the house for a family, as it was unpainted.

In

she was not teaching.

Their first child Lynda, was born in 1955 and in 1956
Shirley followed as a close playmate. Allan and Michael
were born in 1960 and 1961. The children kept each other
busy, seemed to be entettained by each other, and they
enjoyed the various pets throughout their childhood.
Patricia (Pat) and Tim (the inseparables) were born in

1971 the family was

Years flew and it seemed that Lynda and Shirley were

entering University too quickly. Lynda chose the teacher's course and Shirley chose to study biology.
Lilybecame amember of the United Church Women
of Eriksdale. She enjoyed participating in the various
activities of the group.
During the years, Gordon had worked atvarious jobs.
In L972 he had his heart set on working with the govern-

1962 and 1964. At one point in their lives, they had baby
kids as playmates. What a lark! Pets ranged from pups,
cats, hamsters, pet crows, rabbits and others' At an early
age, the children learned to help, whenever help was

ment on Lake Winnipeg.

The children were quickly growing and Allan and
Michael would soon be graduating. Time passed quickly
as we were all very busy. One day in 1974, however,

needed.

All the children attended Eriksdale School. Most of
them were involved with 4-H activities, Red Cross swim6e6

everything seemed to come to a halt when the family
received the shocking news that Gordon had drowned
on Lake Winnipeg!

Tim Rushforth resides in Winnipeg where he is employed by the city of Winnipeg as a systems computer
progrÍì,rnmer. He enjoys bike riding, reading and some-

After the funeral, we tried to pick up the pieces and
attempted to live as normally as possible.
Months passed by as the family kept busy with their
jobs and activities. Allan and Michael had jobs on various farms. Pat worked at Eriksdale Hospital during the
summer, took a hairdressing course and later worked at
Domo. Tim also decided to work for a year before attending university.

times participates in sküng. He has been involved in seminars which were connected to his computer programmer work.

The young people come to visit Lily and Walter at

Mulvihill. The grandchildren especially, enjoy the space
where they can play, pick flowers or enjoy life outdoors.

Lily's parents were growing older and her father
in 1981.

passed away

Now that the children had embarked on their careers
Lily had more time to participate in some travel. During
the holidays she had time to enjoy life!
Uly married Walter Sewell in August 1983. (See Walter
and Lily Sewell),
Gordon and Lily Rushforth's offspring:
Lynda Rushforth manied John Bruce Campbell of
Winnipeg. Until her first pregnancy Lynda worked as a
substihrte teacher in various Winnipeg schools.John was
their first born son. Lynda became critically ill before
their second son was born. Their second child did not
live. Lynda remained very ill for six months and in September 1985 her short life ended at 30.
Shirley Rushforth married Brent Guinn, formerly of
Portage la Prairie. Shirley works at the St. Boniface Hospital.. Shirley and Brent reside in Winnipeg where they
lead avery active life with their son, Aaron, ten and twins,
Tara and Ashley, four.

Allan Rushforth resides on the home farm in the
Eastland area. He is involved in a successful renovating
and building business. He enjoys nature and feeds any
birds or animals that live near his home.
Michael Rushforth worked at a dairy farm, completed
a course at Red River College and worked as a carpenter's helper for some time. He thoroughly enjoyed riding his motorcycle and loved conversing with people.
Unfortunately, his life ended tragically in 1987.

I
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Norman & Florence

Patricia, Pøf, Rushforth married Martin Racicot.
Saskatoon was their home for several years. InJanuary,
1995 they moved to Sherwood Park near Edmonton
where they reside with their children; Michelle, eight,

Norman was the third child in a family of four born to
Adolf Russell and Helena Yanke. He spent the first twelve
years of his life in Ashern, some years in Winnipeg and
one year in Sudbury, ON. He moved to Eriksdale in
1943 with his youngest sister Alice, step-sisters Vivian
and Stella Mclean, his mother and step-father.
The children attended Hartfield School. They walked

Rachel, six and Richard, four. Formerly, Pat was a manager of Domo. She baby-sat several children at her home.

Presently she is waiting for Richard to commence kindergarten before entering the Work World again.
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or drove a horse picking up other children along the
route to school.
In 1946 Norman went to work in Winnipeg as a warehouse worker.InL947,he came backto Eriksdale to work
for Dan Rawluk on his farm and for Dan's brotherJoe
Rawluk, at St. Martin.
While recuperating from surgery in the winter of 194748, he thought he would like to live in a log cabin for the

winter to see what it would be like. He went into the
bush and built a log cabin on Einarson's ridge near Swan
Lake. It was built out of poplars. He had a great time

€::4t

through the winter hunting rabbits, catching squirrels and
taming them, trapping muskrats, batching and walking

to town for groceries.
The next year, he was back in Winnipeg working as a
truck driver, until he and his sister, Alice, went into the
cafe business serving short orders.
By 1951 he had enlisted and was accepted into the
Royal Winnipeg Rifles. He served at army bases in Manitoba, Ontario and overseas in Germany for two years,
rising to the rank of Corporal.
Following his discharge from the army, he met and
married Florence Ridley from Grandview, MB on November 6, 1954. Florence worked for the MTS as an
operator in Grandview and Winnipeg.
Florence and Norman moved out to a farm south of

Nancy, Norman, Shirley, Ruth;
Elizabeth, Gordon & Ellen Russell (1973)
one child, Stephen. They own and operate a Robin's
Donut franchise in Airdrie, AB.
Bllen Donna Peters, born 1967, ma¡ried to Hal; one
child, Carissa, April 1995. She works for Willmar Windows in Winnipeg.

Eriksdale. Norman worked on construction. The big
contractors were Tallman, 1957 to 1962, blacktopping

Florence was very community minded. She was a
member of the Briksdale United Church Women, taught
Sunday School and was a member of the Legion branch
140. She was always willing to help people who were in
need. Her interests included gardening, sewing, embroi-

streets and airports; Bradsky, road construction, 1962 to
1966 and Comstock, construction from 1966 to 1972.

Norman was a foreman on transmission lines setting
footings. Norman was away at work through the week,
so Florence managed the farm and raised their seven

dery, knitting, crossword puzzles, music, visiting with
family and friends, quilting, cake decorating,4-H clubs

children.

ShirleyJoyce, born 1955, one son, Albert. She is in
training for a lay minister. (See Shirley Russell).
Ruth Lillian Gilbert, born 1956, married with three
children; Rosanne, Sarah and Heather. Ruth works for
the Department of Immigration in Vegreville, AB'
Nancy Ann Lachapelle, born 1959, married to Ivan;
three children; Roland, Dolores, and Ted' They have just

and reading.

Over the years Florence gave her family love and
encouragement to grow and develop into productive
members of their community. She took great pride in
her grandchildren. Florence passed away from cancer,
October 31, 1993.
Norman started to work for Erickson Construction of
Riverton in 1972. In 1975, he was promoted to grade
foreman and is still employed by Ericksons. Gordon and

moved to Innisfail, AB.

Norman Wayne, born 1962, is driving for Atomic
Tiansportation out of Winnipeg and owns his own truck'
GordonJames, born 1964, lives nea¡ the old Deerhorn

NormanJr. have both worked for Ericksons.
In the Eriksdale community, he has served on the
board of the United Church, sings in the church choir
and is a member of the Legion #140'

School site and works for Erickson Construction of
Riverton.
ElizabethJune Golphy, born 1965, ma¡ried to Steve;
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made two additions. At one point I had24 cows plus 12-
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15 calves.

Shirley

in

My mom and I were milking

15

cows by hand

1978.

In 1979I decided I needed to do something different.
In September I went to Winnipeg to look for a job and

I, ShirleyJoyce was born onJanuary 12,1955 at the
Grandview Hospital, eldest daughter of Norman G.
Russell and the late Florence M. Russell (Ridley). I have
four sirqters and two brothers.
I lived in Eriksdale with my parents on the family
farm. I began my schooling at Deerhorn School.
Deerhorn Schoolremained openuntip 1968. I completed
my education at Eriksdale and Lundar Consolidated
Schools. I graduated grade 12 UE onJune 28,1974.
At Deerhorn School I enjoyed playing baseball and
soccer. I especially liked Christmas time at the country
school. We looked forward to acting our parts for our
parents, grandparents, friends and neighbors. We had
lots of help from former students who were attending
high school in Eriksdale and Lundar with our costumes
and stage sets. This made the concert very special to
everyone who came.
Riding to school on the bus was a very interesting
way to spend two hours of the day. I did a lot of homework while riding on the bus.
I enjoyed living on the farm. I learned to milk a cow
at age seven. I helped my mom with the chores and being the eldest, I often looked after my sisters and brothers. As I strive to bring up my son, Albert, the lessons I
learned looking after my siblings are invaluable.
I always looked forward to haying time. We would
have picnic lunches out in the field, though at times we
did have to compete with the bugs.
We lived at the corner of SB I7-2I-5w until the fall of
1972when we moved a mile east to a two acre parcel of
land on NE 9-21-5W, purchased from our neighbor, Mr.
Bill Houston. Later, Dad bought the rest of the quarter.
We moved into our new house trailer in October. It was
a new experience for us to have indoor plumbing and a

to experience a different way of life.
I got a job with Canadian Footwear Ltd. I continued
to work until May 31, 1981. During that time I grew in
confidence and self esteem. I found many other interests other than farming.
I met my son's father in 1981. I returned home to Eriksdale at the end of May to resume farming and prepare
for Albert's birth in December 1981. He was born at the
Women's Pavilion in Winnipeg.

Albert & Shirley Russell
I joined the United Church on December 1, 1985 by

baptism as an adult. Albert was baptized with me. I was
confirmed June 28, 1986 at an outdoor service at
McEwen Park. My interest in the church was sparked
and I responded to this interest by becoming a board
member and Presbytery rep.(1986-1992) for the SouthWest Interlake Pastoral Charge. I served on many different committees both on the local and official boards. I
was and am a member of the United Church Women. I
enjoyed being a part of the United Church Choir.
In the fall of 1989, I began taking a theology course
for a certificate from the University of Winnipeg called
Lay Education and Action Program. It is a course designed to help equip lay people to provide leadership
within their congregations. Previous to this course, I had
begun to take a leadership role in conducting worship
when our minister was away. There was a great satisfac-

welcome change.
For two years I was a member of CGIT. This was a
very interesting experience which I believed to cultivate

my call to the ministry within the United Church of
Canada.

After graduation in 1973,I decided to stay at home
and farm. That fall I purchased my fìrst two cows. The
following year, I acquired four more cows. I milked cows
and shipped cream for the next ten years.
In the fall of 1975 my dad helped me build a barn
which could hold ten cows. Over the next few years we
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tion in leading worship. The seeds of my call to minister
were beginning to take root and grow
I applied to Presbytery to go into the lay ministry program and was interviewed. I was appointed to the Northwest Interlake Pastoral Charge on September 1, 1990 as
Sunday supply for two Sundays a month and to attend
board meetings. I was interviewed by Presbytery in 1991
and then by Manitoba Conference and approved to be
in the Lay Pastoral Ministers Tiaining Program.
I was appointed by Selkirk Presbytery to a half-time
position in the Northwest Pastoral ChargeJuly 1, 1991June 30, 1992. After the year the members of the official
board decided that they had to let my re-appointment

tion and Marian worked for the Ashern Hospital as a
cook. After their retirement they moved to Winnipeg in
September of 1994.
They had fìve children:
Thelma, bornSeptember29, 1948. She married Gary
Fuchs August 19, 1967. Gary passed awayJuly 12, 1988.
She then married Doug Hogue on September 29, 1990,
and now have twins Ashley and Brendon bornJuly 1,
1990. They all live in Winnipeg.
Stan, bornJune 9, 1951, married Aline Richa¡d November 3, 1973, and have two boys, Aarron, born March
15, 1976, and Kevin, born May 13, 1978. They live in
Winnipeg.
Barbara, born

go.

April

I began searching for a new place to serve. I was called
for two interviews. After weighing the pros and cons of
both charges, I decided to accept the appointment to
the Minnedosa - Clanwilliam Pastoral Charge.
I moved to Minnedosa on.]uly 1, 1992 with the help
of my family and Les Kell's Briksdale tansfer.
Since moving to Minnedosa I have faced many new

April

10, 1953, married Greg Vince on

10, 1971. They have three children; Colin, born

Il,l97l,Darcie, born May 12,l974,and Geoffery
born August 4, 1979. They live in Ashern. Colin and
August

Darcie are now living in Winnipeg.
Linda, born February 24,I9íí,ma¡ried Barl Seymour
on December 29, I97t. (See Earl Seymour).
Gary, born December 16, 1958, married Nadine
Larson on May 7,1977, and have two children. Candace,
born December 16, 1976, and Cory, born May 5, 1978.
They now live in Lockport, MB.

challenges and experiences.

I am involved in many church and community activities: senior choir, Hand Bell Choir, UCW's, Clanwilliam

Curling Club, Minnedosa Horticulture Society, Women's discussion group, and Strathclair Drama Club Dinner Theatre goup. I enjoy many other activities.
Albert is active in Sunday School, Gun Club, Hand
Bell Choir andJunior Horticulture Club. He is very interested in farming and enjoys going out to the farm
where we have our cows boarded. He has always enjoyed nature and looks forward to any chance to be out
at the farm. He has an active imagination which lends
itself to story-telling and drawing detailed pictures.

RUTHERFORD FAMILY
Our family came to Briksdale in the earþ 1900's and
have remained here ever since. My father Herbert (Bert)
Rutherford was born in Balmoral, MB on March 10,
1889, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rutherford. He
studied law and graduated in 1913. After graduation he
enlisted in 1915 and served overseas until 1919 and then
came to Eriksdale in 1920. He practiced law here until
his retirement and was magistrate from 1928 until 1959.
He was also secreta¡y-treasurer of the municipality from
1928 until 1958.
My mother Maisie Styan, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Styan came with her family from England
and homesteaded in the Bastland district in 1914. They
lived on the SE I5-22-4W and, as all settlers did, had a
rough life for several years.
My parents were married on March 29,1926 in Winnipeg and took up residence in the house where Ray
and Elaine Dowsett now live. They had two sons: my
brother, Robert Styan Rutherford and myself, Ken.
I went to Business College and came home to work
in my father's office in April 1946. On his retirement I

As of November 20, 1994 we are living in Minnedosa.

The future is full of possibilities, but there is no way of
knowing where my call to ministry may take us.
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Wilfred & Marian
Wilfred married Marian Sigurdson on December 20,
1948. They resided in the Eriksdale community from
June, 1953 'til August, 1973. While living in the Eriksdale community, Wilfred worked on construction and
Marian looked after the farm. When they moved in August of 1973, Wilf still continued working on construc650
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daughters: Riqui, Raelene andJennifer.
- Earl, bornJuly 6, 1952. He is single and resides in

Winnipeg where he works for CNR as a carman.
- Neil, born November 11,1953. He married Debbie
Flood of Gimli and they reside in Winnipeg where he
works for CNR as a carman. They have three children:
Jamie, Karen, and Darren.

- Miles, born April 5, 1962. He married Mavis
Kaartinen of Eriksdale and they reside in Woodlands,
MB. He works for CNR in Winnipeg as a section man.
They have two children: Brittney andJulie.
Robert was born in Eriksdale on March 23, 1931 and
on April 22, 1955 married Valerie Chyzzy of Arborg.
They have four children.
- Hugh, born in 1956. He married Connie Lippold of
Germany and they reside in Edmonton. They have one
child.
- David, born in
in Winnipeg.

John, Jamie, Míles, Neil, Earl;
Maureen, Rique, Debbie, Mavís;
Ðoreen (holdíng Bríttney), Paulina Breckman, Ken;
Karyn, Raelene, Jennífer, Darren (1988)

- Ross, born

in

1957.

He is single and works for CNR

1958. He is single and resides in To-

ronto.

- Arden, born
became secretary-treasurer of the municipality and remained there until the end of 1991, when I retired after

in

1962. She is single and resides in

Toronto and has one child.

46 years.

My brother Robert was an electrician and worked in
the Eriksdale, Mulvihill, Camper, and Vogar areas for a
few years. He then joined Manitoba Hydro where he
worked until his retirement in 1990.

RYDEN FAMILY
Clifford & Jean Ryden
Edwin Clifford Ryden (Cliff) was born in 1894. He came
from Teignmouth, South Devon England around 1920.
He served in Bgypt during WWI before coming to
Canada. His original plan was to homestead in Alberta,
but he stopped to see a friend in the Clydebank dishict.
He worked for Robert Kennedy, then took a homestead
on SW36-21-7W. He remained for several years, building a small house and barn. Tälk came of buildinga town
line so he bought NW36-21-7W from Ed Scott.
He moved his barn and his small house to this new
site. He did this in the winter so as to put the building on
skids and pulled them with horses.
Cliff's sister Teresa Ryden, came out from Bngland
around 1921 to house-keep for him. She did this until
1926, then she married Robert Kennedy. (See R

Brittney & Julíe Rutherford with Santa
I was born in Eriksdale on September 16, 1927, and
on May 1, 1949 married Doreen Breckman, the daughter of Walter and Paulina Breckman of Lundar. We have
four children:
- Maureen, born May 22, 1950. She married John
Blandford and resides in Arborg, MB. They have three

Kennedy). On the new quarter there was a partially fìnished house. This, Cliff fìnished and it remained the family home until 1970 at which time it was torn down. His
previous home became a chicken house.
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Edwin & Mary Ryden
Edwin is the eldest son of Clifford Ryden and Jane
Crawford White. Clifford came to Eriksdale from Devonshire, England in l919.He stopped to visit a fricnd on
his way to settle in Alberta but stayed and started working for Bob Kennedy. Later he homesteaded on SW 36211W. Since there were no roads into this quarter he
later bought and moved to NW 36-2L-7W on the town
line. He marriedJane (]ean) White on February 9, 1932.
She had come from Glasgow, Scotland in 1932. They
lived in the Clydebank district until their deaths. Cliff
died in April 1963 andJean died in May 1977.Jean had
moved to town in 1970.
Edwin was born on November2 ,1932, He attended
Clydebank School. He later served as secretary treasurer ofthis school and also served 12yearc as trustee of
the Lakeshore School Division. He also served as councillor of the RM of Eriksdale. He has been involved in
hockey and curling. He is still a delegate of the Manitoba Hog Producer Board.
Mary Cawley came to teach at Clydebank in 1964.
She was raised and educated at Gypsumville. Edwin and
Marywere married inJuly 1968. They own and operate
a mixed farm of hay, cattle and grain on SE I-22:7W.
This land Edwin purchased from Anne Weatherburn in

Cliff & Jean Ryden, Bob & Theresa Kennedy;
Edwín, John, Frank, Elza Ryden (1942)
Jean Crawford White was born in 1906. She came to
Canada around 1930 and worked in Winnipeg. She came
to Clydebank to visit her cousins Iza Weatherburn and
Annie Havard, where she met Cliff. May (Weatherburn)
Lee remembers she and her brotherJim peeking through
a hole in the mailbag to see ifJean had written any letters
to Cliff. May andJim were around ten years old.
Jean married Cliff in February 1932, in Winnipeg and
they spent their honeymoon in the Fort Garry Hotel.
They had four children. Clifford andJean lived on the
home farm until his passing in April of 1963.Jean continued to live on the farm until 1970 when she moved to
Eriksdale. She died on May 17, 1977, and is buried beside Cliff in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
The children of Clifford andJean Ryden:
Edwin Clifford was born in 1932. (See Edwin and
Mary Ryden). (Note: Edwin Clifford, (grandson of Cliff
andJean Ryden) son of Edwin and Mary Ryden is the
sixth Edwin Clifford born into this line of the Ryden
family.)
Elza was born in 1933. Elza became a teacher and
met and married Ray Taplin. They live and farm in the
Balmoral area. Elza taught school for thirty years in Balmoral. They had three daughters;Janis, Sandy (married

19 6.

Edwin CffirdRyden was born on April B, 1970. He
received his education at Eriksdale School and later attended the University of Manitoba. He graduated in 1993
with his BA, majoring in Criminology. He now lives and
works in Winnipeg.
James Patrick Ryden was born on November L ,1972.
He attended Eriksdale School and later the University
of Manitoba. He graduated in 1994 with a Bachelor of
Science in Agriculture. He plans on farming with his father.

John & Sandra Ryden

Stuart Hallem), andJudy (married Marcel Delonny).
John was born in 1936. (SeeJohn and Sandra Ryden).

is the third child of the late Clifford andJean Ryden
of the Clydebank district.John was born September 24,

John

Frank was born in 1939. He became a mechanic and
moved to Souris, MB. He married Marjorie Robertson
of Minto who was a school teacher in Souris. They had
five sons: Darvis, Koen,Jason, Marco, and Darrin. Unfortunately, Frank died on May 23, 1977, and is buried

1936 at the Eriksdale Hospital in l,riksdale.John went
to the Clydebank School.

OnJune 20, 1970John married Sandra De Vos, the
only daughter of George and Agnes De Vos (nee Mann)
formerly of St. Norbert, MB, now residing in Eriksdale.
Sandra was born May 7,1947 at the Victoria Hospital in

in Souris.
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Winnipeg. Sandra attended St. Norbert schools. Sandra
worked for the MTS prior to her marriage.
On May 13, 1971 KyleJohn was born at the Women's
Pavillion. He graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate, He
graduated from his course taken at Red River Community College and is now working on his apprenticeship.
He is involved in curling, hockey, baseball and coaching school volleyball.

¡

ffi

August 13,1972 our second son was born. Paul George
was also born at the Women's Pavillion, He graduated
from Eriksdale Collegiate. He plans to farm on the home
place in the Clydebank district. Paul is involved in curling, baseball and hockey.

April

Iæ
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æ

æ
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third son was born. Colin David was
born in Winnipeg at the Women's Pavillion. He has recently graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate. He is waiting to get into Red River Community College. He is involved in curling, baseball, hockey and coaching school
volleyball.
John and Sandra live on the family farm in the Clyde1, 1974 our

â

Å
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Sandra & John Ryden, Colín, Paul, & Kyle

bank district. Home quarter is NW 36-2I-7W.It has been
in the family for the past74 years. In the last three years
we have started a Seed Cleaning plant as well as selling

forage seeds and seed grain. We also have cattle and

John and Sandra are involved in the community. We
have both been involved with the Eriksdale Community Club, Eriksdale Consumers Co-operative and St.
Erik's Catholic Church. We still do volunteer work when-

croPs.

ever possible.

Memories of Yesterday

Kathy & Clífford Babkirk feeding the lambs

Barry & Robert Williment & Clifford Squires at one

of the 'forts'
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Alfred and wives, Rose, Volet and Vicky - had three

SALTER

boys and eight girls.
Jim Sanford was bornJune 13, 1915. At eight years
old he was accidentally shot in the stomach and was
unable to fìnish school. He worked hard all his life. At
12 he hauled boxes of fìsh from the Narrows with a horse
team. He married VioletJuniper on May 6, 1939. They

Arthur
Arthur Pring Salter (1889-1983) was born in Melbourne,
Australia, April 17, 1889. In 1903 he sailed with his parents and sister Marion, to England.

16

ycars of age he

^t He didn't like
apprentice.

was working as a butcher's
this work so he bought a ticket to Canada' He spent his
17th birthday aboard the Parisienne outside Halifax. He

farmed and he also worked for CNR putting in the railroad. On Mar ch23,1944 they had their only child,James
Wayne. In 1957 Violet went to Winnipeg to take a hairdressing course and later worked in Eriksdale and Lundar. This prompted Wayne to become a barber. In 1959

came to Winnipeg where he worked on the street cars.
Later he came to Eriksdale. He took out a homestead in
1907 on NW16-21-6W. Here he built a log shanty. This
house burned down and he lost everything. In 1909 he

they sold the farm and moved to Winnipeg.Jim worked
in construction for Winnipeg Supply while Wayne and
Violet worked at Parkview Barber Shop & Beauty Salon

moved to NW21-21-6W, where he built a two-storey
house. His neighbors were the Browns, Grahams,Jones,
Ealings, Hawkins, Harleys, Welshs, Ramsays, Higgins,

for

Jim retired, but he still enjoyed cutting wood, being
in the bush and growing the biggestgarden in Mulvihill'
If you found a weedJim would have something to say to
you!Jim passed away May 1994.
Wayne grew up and married Lorraine Marie Arnould
on April 16, 1966. She kept the tradition going and took
her hairdressing course in 1967. In 1970 their daughter
Diane was born, followed by their son Gery in 1972'In
October 1973 the family moved to Briksdale where they
own and operate Briksdale Barber Shop & Beauty Salon. In 1978 Wayne opened Lundar Barber Shop, where
he currently works two days per week. In October 1994,
Wayne will have been barbering for 35 years.
Diane married Mark Flinta in 1989 and started the
third generation of Sanford hair stylists. Dia¡re has her
own shop in town.
Gery married Leslie Bradley in 1995 and lives in
Kelowna, BC. He is presently employed as a welder.
They have one daughter, Shayla and one son,Jacob
Mathew, bornJanuary 11, 1996.
In October 1994 Wayne and Lorraine said "'We're
huppy to have worked and lived in Briksdale for 2L

Severs, and Ross. There were many more in that area.
Later he acquired the E1\2 2l-2I-6W, and SE28-21-6W

He told many stories about using the oxen and taking
out logs farther north. His mother, Alma, came to visit
in 1913, and later came out to live. She lived on the SB2121-6W inthe Cottage, as he always called her house. Mrs.
Salter died at the age of 96 in 1956. She had spent the
last ten years of her life in a nursing home in Winnipeg.

In

1961 at the age of 72,

14 years.

Arthur Salter married Rose

Greig, mother of Bill andJim' They spent six happy years
together. They did a lot of travelling, a¡rd took part in
many things in Eriksdale. Rose died in 1967. Arthur re-

tired from farming at the time of his marriage but continued to live on the farm until 1982 when he moved to
the trailer courtin Briksdale. He died September 8, 1983
at the age of 94.

SANFORD FAMILY
Charles and Rose Sanford were born in England in the
early 1880's. In April 1904 they emigrated to Canada.
Charles worked around southern Manitoba and eventually settled in Mulvihill in 1907. In 1911 Rose and Cha¡les

years!"

were married and had the first of seven children.
Fred and wife Doreen - had tr,vo boys and two girls.
Louise and husbands, Fred and Calvin - had three
boys and two girls.
Jim and wife Violet - had one son (Wayne)
Myrtle died at three days old.
Frank died at six years old.
Rose and husbands, Bill & Stan - had four boys and

SAUNDERS FAMILY
George & Marie Saunders
George Saunders was the youngest son of Henry and
Rebecca Saunders.

George was born in Hartfordshire England, August
22, 1885, George and Marie came to Canada in 1907,

three girls.
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though they did not know each other at that time.
Marie was born in Waltomstow England, June 28,
1895. They met in Roseisle, MB and were married in

the people who_farmed, or what ever other occupation
they may of had, because in those days it was not a¡r
easy life for anyone.
God Bless You All.

1914.

George and Marie had ten children:
Leonard George, bornJune 30, 1915. He passed away

in

æ

æ

1959.

ãÅ

a

ø

James Andrew, lives in Toronto ON;John Alexander, lives in Winnipeg; Marie Emma, lives in New
Westminister BC; Hazel Irene, lives in Winnipeg; Keith
Walter,lives,in Chilliwack, BC; William Henry,lives in

æ

Briksdale where he farms.
Frederick Herbert, born May 20, 1931, in the Grace
Hospital, Preston & Arlington, Winnipeg. Fred joined
the army onJanuary l, L952 a¡rd was with the 3rd PPCLI
and went over to Korea in October 1952 and was there
for 16 months when he returned to Ca¡rada. After 4 years
of army life, was honorably released, April20, 1956. He
married Myrtle Agnes Andrews, oldest daughter of Fred
and Agnes Andrews. They have 6 children and 4 grandchildren. Fred and Myrtle both worked in Winnipeg, and
both are retired as of March 30, 1992.
Then there was Robert Edward who also lives in the
Eriksdale district and also does a little farming.
The youngest is Thomas Richard. He lives in Stonewall, MB and has his own business.
After spending a few years in Roseisle, George and
Marie bought a farm in Eriksdale in the Clydebank district on SW4-22-6W. They had a mixed farm ; cattle,
sheep, hogs and horses. George loved horses, and had a
lovely team which he enjoyed driving to Briksdale. Marie
also worked very hard. She enjoyed gardening and loved
working with her flowers, and always grew lots and would
give them to anyone that came along.
George and Marie worked hard in those days. There
was no electricity, no fridges, only wood stoves. George
passed away onMay 9, 1957. He was72 years old. Marie
remarried in 1963 to Mr. Joseph H. Lamb. We called
him UncleJoe - that's what he wanted. They stayed on
the old farm for a few years, then they moved to the
Villa in Eriksdale, and Marie was very huppy. UncleJoe
and her would go to church, where she enjoyed singing.
They also went for many car rides and would stop and
pick flowers.
They had nine lovely years together, until she passed
away November 12, 1972. UncleJoe passed away the

@
I

Leonard & Mary Saunders
Leonard was the eldest son of George Saunders. We met
in Winnipeg and were marriedJune 5, 1943.
Len built our home on two acres of land which is now
the bustling metropolis of St. Vital in Winnipeg. I operated a greenhouse business, took in sewing and raised a

family. Len worked as a milkman for Riverbend Dairies
doing carpentry and mechanic work on the side, He was
driven by a dream of one day owning his own farm.
In 1954 we purchased his ailing father's farm, which
had been dedicated to his love ofhorses, and began build-

ing Saunders and Sons Dairy Fønn Len passed away unexpectedly in 1959 leaving me with five small children,
lwenty-eight milk cows and unfinished dreams.

Bryan, Mary, Marilyn, Ron; Jerry & Len Saunders

Our eldest son, Len, ma¡ried Karen Lindell. They
have two children, Lori andJonathan.

Ron married Diane Fidler and they have two children, Micheal and Debbie.
Ron and Len are owner operators of ALR Renovation in Winnipeg.

following year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
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Saunders. He was bornJuly 25, 1944 in Winnipeg. He

Marilyn ma¡ried Rick McDonald and they had one
son, Rick. She currently resides in Kelowna, BC with
her spouse, Allan Stefanik. Marilyn is a full time representative with United Food and Commercial Workers
Union and assists Allan in his contracting business,

spent his early working days with Griffith Bros., diamond

drilling in the winter, and in summer was employed with
Ray Sales and Service in Eriksdale, besides helping out
on the family farm.
In 1965 he began an eighteen year association with
McEwen Bros.landscaping, both in Winnipeg and Cal-

Stefanik Constructir-ur.
Bryan marriedJudy Wakefield and they had four children; tavis, Leonard, Roxanne and Brad. His family
grew when he was remarried, to Wendy Breton, who
had tr¡¡ins from a previous marriage, Stacey and Stephen.
Bryan and Wendy own and operate Saunders Landscap-

Sary'

Len and Karen were married in 1967, and have a
daughter, Lorelei, born November 27, 1967, and son
Jonathan, born February 5, I97L. Both graduated from
the Westwood Collegiate in Winnipeg.

ing in Calgary.
Jerry married Debra Kauppila and they have two children, Leslie and Mark. Jerry still owns and farms the
original homestead as well as being owner operator of
Eriksdale Redi Mix Concrete.
In 1982 I married Wallace Ford and moved to the
original Fred Ford homestead.

a

Lori & Don Workman

In 1971 the family moved to Calgary and continued
with McEwens until 1983, when they returned to Winnipeg. Len bought a partnership with Skillcraft
Aluminum Ltd. In 1992 Len and brother Ron, founded
their own company, ALR Renovations, and continue at
the present time. Karen is employed with the Bank of
Montreal.
Lori obtained her administrative secretary courses and
worked at Powell Equipment for the next five years. At
Powell she met, then married Don Workman onJuly 6,
1991. Don was born and raised in Barrie, ON. On September 13, 1992, they moved to Rankin Inlet to manage
the Powell Arctic Division. Lori was employed by the
NWT government, working with the Health Departrnent.

Leonard & Karen Saunders

They enjoyed living among, and working with, the Inuit
people and experiencing their unique culture. InJune,
1995, Lori and Don moved to Whitehorse in the Yukon,

Karen was born in the Eriksdale Hospital August 11, 1949
and attended the Eriksdale School, except for part of the

years 1962-1964. As a young girl of twelve she enjoyed
sitting with Mrs. Grace Jeffers who operated the cord
board for MTS. She later was employed by MTS in Win-

where Don is employed with the Finning Caterpillar
dealer, and Lori also works for Finning Caterpillar.
Jonathan, during his high school years, had a parttime job with Zellers. He then took business administra-

nipeg.
Leonard is the oldest son of Mary and the late Leonard
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their shoulders while trying to keep their family farm running.

Around 1968 a big yellow bus picked up the kids from
the small one room schools and took us to Eriksdale
School. We started school in Briksdale in grade five and
six but never took much notice of each other till grade
ten. We moved to Winnipeg after grade 12. We bought
our first home on Lock Street in 1976. We were married
onJuly second,1977 at the Eriksdale United Church. Then
in 1979 we bought some property and a house in Starbuck.
While in Starbuck our children were born. LeslieJaclynn
Saunders was born at the St. Boniface Hospital on October 15th, 1979. Mark Kopeland Saunders was born at the
Misericordia Hospital November 4, 1981.
In 1983Jerry sold his half of the business SkilhrafiLtd.
to his brothers Len and Ron and came back to Eriksdale
to farm in partnership with his brother Briari. A couple
of years later we broke away on our own after buying the
farm known asthe Finkle Farm,five and a half miles west
of Eriksdale, which is across the road from whereJerry
was raised. In 1994 we bought the Eriksdale RediMix
Concrete business and it has been a great asset to our

Tanys Híelkema & Jon Saunders
tion at Red River College, followed by full time work at
Zellers. Presently,Jon is at Red River taking an electricians course and is a part-time employee at Reimers Express Lines. He has a good friend, Tanys Hielkema who
is in training to be a remedial therapist and has part-time
work with a Red Lobster restaurant.

Jerry & Debbie Saunders
Gerard (ferry) Leslie Saunders is the youngest child of
Leonard and Mary Saunders. Born November 17, 1956
at the Briksdale Hospital.Jerry was raised in the Clyde-

farm business.

Jim & Lil Saunders

bank area.
Debra (Debbie) Lynn Kauppila is the third child of
Larry and Helen Kauppila. Born November 11, 1957, also
at the Eriksdale Hospital. Debbie was raised in the
Macross area,
Living seven miles apart our childhood was very similar. We walked to different one room schools. Chores for
kids in the winter were hauling in wood and water, milking cows, feeding them chop and/or hay. Summer time
we went to the pasture to get the cows at milking time.
Then there was the hay making.
The outhouses also had the old Eatons or Sears catalogues in them. With no indoor plumbing till later, all
members of the family would bathe one at a time in a
round tub which held about five to ten gallons of water.
Young children bathed first. There was always water that
needed to be heated on the wood stove. Our mothers
would dedicate one day a week to washing clothes. The
clothes would be strung out along the clothesline and
fences. Winter time these clean clothes would be brought
in stiff, frozen solid and hung close to the wood stove to
dry. (Oh! They smelt so fresh).
Jerry's father died whenJerry was still a small child.
Jerry and his family had a lot more responsibility put on

My parents, Marie and George Saunders immigrated to
Canada - Dad in 1909 and Mom in 1911. They met and
married in Roseisle, MB.
Mom and Dad farmed in Eriksdale until Dad passed
away in May 1957. Two years later in 1959, Leonard
passed away. My mother remarried to a very nice gentleman, Mr. Joe Lamb, with whom we had spent many
huppy times together, both in Eriksdale and Toronto.
I was born in Roseisle, MB in 1917. My mom and dad,
older brother Leona¡d and I moved to the South Head
district in 1919. Leonard and I attended South Head
school for two years.
In 1925 we moved to the Clydebank district where a
few members of the family still reside. Leonard and I attended the Clydebank school for two years with Edith
Webster as our teacher.

In 1927, at the age of ten, I left school to try my luck at
earning a living. I worked for many farmers in the Clydebank and Scotch Bay district. My first job was working
for John and Rene Lamb. In the next few years, I returned to work for them three different times. I remember the last time well, since that was when the twins (|oe
and Margaret) were born.
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When we arrived at the Clydebank district, the first
I met was Bertha Hart. Leonard and I thought she
was a very friendly personl that said a lot for the people
in this district. We had many happy times there.
The school dances held every Friday night were fun.
one

William & Violet Saunders
On Saturday, November 21, 1953, at the Briksdale United
Church, Violet Miljure eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Gcorgc Miljure of Macross, exchanged vows with William
Saunders son of Mr. and Mrs. George Saunders of Clydebank. The ceremony was performed by Reverend Doug-

We young fellows would sooner twist fingcrs or arm wrcs

tle than dance. Also, the lunches were great. There were
always lots of sandwiches, cookies and cake, which we
enjoyed very much.
There is one special memory I have that I shall never
forget. I used to walk down to Bill Allen's home to listen
to the hockey games from Toronto. Mr. Allen had a bat-

las.

My dad bought

a

farm four miles west of Eriksdale on

SE3-22-6W They started afamily: VernaElaine (April8,
1954), NoraKathleen (August 10, 1955), William George
Edward (George) (May 20, 1957), Richard Allan Russell
(Rick) (December 4, 1960), Debra Louise (Debbie) (March

tery operated radio with ear phones and would ask me if
I would like to listen to the games. I was very excited.
In 1932 just before I left for Winnipeg, I went down to
Mr. Allen's home three times in one week, when the Toronto Maple Leafs beat the New York Rangers for the
Stanley Cup. The last game was April 12 and Toronto
won three to one and the Stanley Cup.
I left for Winnipeg a week later to work for my uncle,
who was a caretaker of a large apartment
K.Johnson,
J.
building. My wages were $5 a month, plus board and
room. I made a little extra washing cars for five cents a

31, 1962), and AlfredJames Curtis (Curtis) (July 29, 1966).

Verna, Nora and George went to Hartfield School. Two
teachers I remember were Miss Betty Mclntosh, who
taught the girls to twirl a baton, and Mrs. Edith Lawrence.
I enjoyed the years that Mrs. Lawrence was my teacher,
She encouraged me to keep up with my drawings and
artwork. I think it was in 1965 that Hartfield was closed.
We were bussed into Eriksdale Blementary School. Mom
moved all us children into Winnipeg in the fall of 1967.
We first lived with an elderly lady by the name of Mrs.

car.

On September 24, 1933 I began working for the Royal
Crown Soap Company in Winnipeg. My wages were $7
a week. I thought at this rate, I would be a millionaire in
a very short time. Lever Brothers bought the Royal Crown
Soap Company in 1946 and I was later transferred to the
Toronto plant. I retired from Lever Brothers in Toronto
in 19B0 afler 47 years and 4 months.
I met my wife Lil at the Royal Crown Soap Company
in Winnipeg and in 1940 we were married. We will have
been married 54 years thisJuly 1994. We have a daughter, Myrna, and her husband, Chris. Our oldest grandson, Brent, works in his dad's company and is taking languages at night. Craig, the younger of the two, attends
Royal St. Georges College at present and will be univer-

Guy Murray Sr. She sure was a nice lady. She lived right
beside Great West Auto on Brookside Blvd. in Winnipeg. Three months later we moved to 1129 Notre Dame.
The house was just torn down this past summer (1994).
The two oldest children, Verna and Nora, went to school

sity bound in the fall.

Stephen and I were married onJuly 28,1972 at Eriksdale
United Church. We live on Stephen's grandfather's farm,

at Sargent Pa¡k School. The younger ones (George, Rick

and Debbie) went to Principal Sparling School. InJuly,
1970, I moved out of Winnipeg and went to live at Phyllis
and Harold Lamb's. I stayed there and took my grade
ten and grade eleven at Eriksdale Collegiate. Mom moved
a few more times, then moved to Ashburn Street where
the family lived for sixteen years.

I, Verna married Stephen Johnson. Stephen is the
youngest son of Ben and Irene Johnson of Lundar.

When Mr. Whitney had a store in Eriksdale, he was
visited by one of Lever's salesmen. He told Mr. Whitney
that Eriksdale was very forhrnate to have an ambassador
likeJim Saunders, who told everyone at Levers and wherever he went, all about Eriksdale. He said I put Eriksdale

eight miles west of Lundar. Our children are: Krista Lynne
(October 16, 1975). She graduated from grade 12, onJune

25, 1993 from Lundar Collegiate. Krista loves to play
baseball, ringette and badminton. She is now living in
Moosehorn and working at Ashern, and married Mark
Klatt onJune 15, 1996. Serena Laurel (April29, 1978) Deceased August 13, 1991. Serena lived at St. Amant's
Center in Winnipeg from the time she was three years

on the map.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
people in and around Eriksdale who have been so kind
to my wife and I, when we have visited over the years.
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Saunders Family Reunion 1992
Mervín, George, Adam, Curtis, Krista Johnson, Kelly, Nora Simpkin, Debbie (holdíng Jeffery BorgesSaunders), Chris, Alfredo Borges; Laura Leigh Beígly, Amber; Verna (holding Kelsefl Johnson, Alice & Bilt,
Violet, (insets Serena Johnson, Jai & Bill Simpkin)

old, 'til her passing. The St. Amant Center's staff and
nurses took very good care of Serena. She was one of
God's special children. Amber Marie (December 2,1984)
on her grandfather's, Ben 91st birthday. Amber attends
school in Lundar and is in grade five. She loves hockey
and baseball and also loves to draw and write stories.

George attended school at Hartfield and Eriksdale Elementary. When he moved to Winnipeg, he attended
Principal Sparling and William Whyte and R.B. Russell
School. George worked for Reimer's tansport fixing
cooling units. He married Tb.mmy Bergen of Winnipeg

onJuly 9,

They have one son, Adam (April 10,
1976). He graduated from Fisher Branch Collegiate on
Jlune 24, 1994, and works for Canadian Newsprint of
Winnipeg. George and Thmmy are no longer together.
Tammy is remarried and living near Fisher Branch.
George married Laura Leigh Beigly on November 25,
1994, in Winnipeg. Laura Leigh works for a lawyer's fìrm
in downtown Winnipeg. George works for Kleyson
Tiarisport Ltd. of Winnipeg. George still likes riding his
Harley Davidson bike.
Rick, not married, lives in Winnipeg. He went to
school in Eriksdale Elementary for grade one and two,
then moved to the city. He went to Principal Sparling,
William Whyte and Issac Brock. Rick completed his
grade 11 at Tec. Voc. High School. He worked for Hurst

Kelsey is named a"fter her grandmother, IreneJohnson.
Kelsey is a very special little girl to all that know her.
Nora attended school at Hartfield, Eriksdale Elementary and Sargent Park in Winnipeg. She completed her
grade 12 at Daniel Maclntyre of Winnipeg. Nora married William Simpkin on November 10, 1973, at Sparling

United Church, Winnipeg. William (Bill) is the son of
Jim andJulia Simpkin of Winnipeg. Nora and Bill have
two children: William (Bill) (April 16, 1974) andJaimie
fai) (February 26,1976).Jai graduated from Gimli Collegiate onJune 29, 1995. Bill works at Perkins Restaurant. Nora is presently living on her own with her two
sons and she works for the MTS in Winnipeg. She has
worked there for many years.
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1977.

Equipment in 1979 'til 1984 as a shipper/receiver until

what she had. Throughout Mom's life she never had a
lot but she always gave a lot. It might be something as

the company closed down. He moved back to Eriksdale

small as a loaf of bread, a small jar ofjelly or something
in which she took great pride and time to create, such as
her many knitted afghans. Mom's children always came
first. She always helped out a¡ much as she could, whether
taking care of the grandchildren, lending a helping hand
during our many endeavors, or just having a sympathetic
ear to listen to our life's many problems. The teapot was
always on when.you came to visit. You had a cup of tea
and something to eat. Mom took pride in anything she
attempted. Drawing pictures for her grandchildren, making signs, writing stories and poems. She used the pen
name Vùnyfor any stories or poems she wrote. This poem
was put in the Stonewall Argus paper onJune 7, 1978.
A Little Old Man
Ihere was ø líttle old man
Who liaed in our town

to Dad's place where he stayed for five years. Then he
lived with us for one year. He is presently living in Winnipeg.

Debbie moved to Winnipeg, where she attended
school at Principal Sparling, William Whyte and Issac
Brock. She has completed hergrade L2 atTec. Voc. High
School. She worked at Die Cast Products and also cleaned

at the Airliner Hotel. She is presently working at Seven

Oaks Hospital as a environmental cleaning service person. Debbie moved back to Eriksdale for one year and
worked in Briksdale Hospital in 1988-1989. Debbie lives
with her fiance Alfredo Borges. Alfredo works atAndy's

Mill Works

as a carpenter. Debbie has two sons;
ChristopherJoseph Leigh (Chris) (November 29, 1978)
andJeffrey Anthony Borges (Jeffrey) (April 22, 1992).
Curtis sta¡ted kindergarten at Issac Brock in Winnipeg in 1971. He completed grade nine at Issac Brock,
then went to Tec. Voc. High School where he graduated
from an elechical course onJune 28, 1985. Curtis worked
for Flemming Peddlar, then moved out to Eriksdale to
live at Dad's place. He also worked for his brother-inlaw StephenJohnson. He is presently working for Crocus Construction. Curtis is living on the quarter where

He enjoyed the common things of

ffi

And was kínd to eaeryone
H¿ watched the beauty of eør|y sunrise

And listened as the country work begun
He did his daiþ work and ofim smiled

Bu6

one

infun

night, while to hís abode he walked

Somethíng haþpmed ølong the way

Jim and Maude Wilson used to live, right across the road
from Dad.
Our half-brother, Mervin, married lreneJones onJuly

Butfor

9, 1995. They have two children; Michael, five years and

He'll

This humble man would neaer
We

Rebecca one year. (Mervin's mother is Myrtle Ethier.
She is remarried and living in BC). Mervin and lrene
built a house, north on the old Broadway Road, one mile
north of the Eriksdale line. Irene's mother is AliceJones,
who lives with Dad.
It was hard to write this story about our family, because we just lost our mother, Violet Mary Saunders, on
February 10, 1994, at 57 years. My mom was a very kindhearted person who helped out wherever she could.
Mom was raised on a fa¡m in the Macross district and
she went to school at Macross School. She had fìve brothers: Lorne (Barb) from Gibson AB, Richard of Eriksdale,
Gordon of Ashern, Sidney (Shirley) of Eríksdale, and

see

the light of day

us that remernbn

think of his kindness and know
be one

of God's brightest jewels -

The good are always f.rst to go.
Mom also enjoyed working for her Home Care patients. She had a way of making you laugh and feeling
better about yourself. She loved to play bingo on Friday
nights. She was even lucky at times. With her winnings
she bought herself a car to drive to work. The car was
also handy to her when she moved out to her son's,
Curtis, place on the farm. Mom loved any kind of ornaments with violet flowers on them; these could be found
throughout her house. Temple Bailey wrote a parable
on Motherhood that describes how we, her children,

Verna, Nora, George, Rick, Debbie and Curtis feel about

our Mother. We miss you Mom.

Percy (deceased), also one sister, Valerie (¡"¿y) Mikula,
of Mulvihill. Mom was married at a young age in 1953
and raised six children. Mom's life was fìlled with many
tryrng and difficult times, but she always managed to

Saunders Family Reunion (1992)
Tom, Fred, Bill, Keith, Hazel, Maríe, John, Jim

have a smile and was able to laugh about any challenge
put before her. She always managed to do the best with
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Carla was born on Ma¡ch 15, 1964. OnJune 29, 1991
she ma¡ried Gordon Douglas of Thunder Bay, ON. On

Bob & Shirley Saunders

that day she acquired 2 daughters, Gordon's children
from a previous marriage: Nicole Lily Elizabeth, born
August L0,1979 and Sherri Ann, born October 8, 1981.
OnJuly 16, 1992 their third daughter, Sara Marie, was
born. They now reside at Ignace, ON, where Gordon is
employed with Canadian Pacific Forest Products Ltd.

Bob was born at Eriksdale, on September 6, 1933, second youngest son of George and Marie Saunders. He
attended Clydebank school and has spent the intervening years farming or in farm related work except for two
years driving the Briksdale Tiansfer for Art Forsyth.
On August 15, 1959, Bob maried Shirley Schwartz,
the eldest daughter of Paul and Clara Schwartz of the
Helendale district of Lundar. Shirley was born on February 2L,194L at Morden, MB.

SCOTT
Jim & Georgina
Jim and Georgie Scott and their first child, Lou-Ellen
came to Eriksdale atthe end ofJune 1959.Jim had agreed
to workwith the people of several United Churches along
Highway Six, as a minister. The Interlake was new to us.
We had lived in Winnipeg for the previous four years.
But we were born and raised in rural Manitoba,Jim at
Plumas, and Georgie at Brandon, and we came to Eriksdale rejoicing at being in rural Manitoba again. It was
easy for us to feel right at home. In the first hour of our
a¡rival a neighbor knocked at the door. Opening it I was
handed a freshly baked pie, with the words. "Ijust wanted
to welcome you and here's a little something for your
supper. I'm Lou McKellar". She proved to be a gentle
friend. She was typical of the warm hospitality we found
in abundance from Clarkleigh to Gypsumville.
It was a huge parish we had come to - sixty miles on a
Sunday morning to Steep Rock for the fìrst of four worship services. At first there were seven congregations:
Steep Rock, Grahamdale, Spearhill, Ashern, Briksdale,
Clydebank, and Eastland. Then Gypsumville and Clarkleigh were added within a year. But we were young
and strong.Jim felt he had something in common with
oldJohn Wesley, the founder of Methodism. It is said
that Wesley preached as many as five or six sermons on

Bob Jr., Donna, Bob Sr. (holdíng John), Shirley,
Lydia (holding Ben), Paul; Gordon & Carla Douglas
(insets James & Tommy Saunders, Sara Douglas)

Their children are Robert Everett, Paul George and
CarlaJeanne.
Bob was born on May g, 1960. He married Donna
Ann Hartog of Lundar on August 27, L983. Their children are:John Robert, born August 13, 1989 andJames
Ryan, born September 25,1993. They reside in Winnipeg, where Bob is an installer for Accurate Glass.
Paul was born on May 25,1962. OnJuly 23, 1988 he
married LyndaJacqueline Storozuk of Winnipeg. Their
children are: Benjamin Paul, born March 3, 1990 and
Thomas Mathew, born October 21,1992. They reside
in Winnipeg, where Paul is an installation manager for
Wallace and Wallace Fencing.

Sunday, riding a horse from one place to another. (fim,
of course, rode in a car.) He soon had some help. Sam
Johnson, a Newfoundlander, came first. We remember
his way of pronouncing words. It was delightful and
mystifing. He dropped the å in words beginning with
that letter, and added it to words beginning with a vowel.
So he commented on, "highway six. On the way to
Hashern there are so many'oles in the road you 'ave to
drive on the hedges." Books of the Bible had the funniest names: Isaiah, he called "Hi - zyer", Jonah was
tJoaner", Hosea was tttOz - zeaf',I'm sure only another
a
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Newfy would know what he meant.
From a parish of nine congregations came two parishes. A manse was built at Steep Rock and Ken Matsugu

came to work with the people there, also those at
Grahamdale and Gypsumville. Jim's parish became
South West Interlake Charge, made up of Clarkleigh,
Briksdale and Ashern. Eastland and Clydebank joined
with Eriksdale.
In the fall of 1960 our first son, Watren was born. We
bigger house. The old manse next to the Church
was quite small for a family. People generally agreed with
needed

a

the idea of a new manse, but how could we afford it?
Thanks to Gordon Smith and a committee of forwardlooking people, plans were made to construct a spacious
house, on the site of the old manse which we purchased
and moved to a lot on the east side of town, near the
collegiate. I remember when we took the plans for a new

Norm & Jen Snyder, Warren, Cameron, Kelly &
Lou-Ellen Collett, Kathy & Weldon Scot, Georgina
& Jim Scott; Cole Snyder, Keegan & Brett Collett,
Connor Snyder (inset Shealagh Snyder)

manse to Presbytery for approval they were turned down.

Some architect thought we had erred in the calculation
of the costs. *No one,t' he said, ttcan build a house in
Eriksdale for $10,200." Well, that comment only served

As I wondered I examined the sign to see why it didn't
have an eight beside the six. I heard the sound of a car;
at last, someone to clea¡ up my confusion. The driver
stopped, listened to my silly questions, and invited me
to get in. He would drive me home. Back home the men

to convince the people thatwe could do it. Itwasn'tlong
before the Winnipeg architect had to eat his words, and

later he admitted that we not only built a house economically, we built one of the bestrural manses in Mani-

of the town were organizing a man hunl and trying to
guess where to look for me. Others wondered how to
tell Georgie and not get her upset. One or two even imagined newspaper headlines: "Minister Lost In the Bush".
Thank God I was no longer lost! I had walked five-seven
miles west to Highway Six, all the time believing I was

toba, at that time.
One of the shrbborn problems aboutthe Interlake for
me was directions. Clydebank always seemed to be south
of Eriksdale and Eastland, north. Even though I know
Eastland is east, it seemed like it was north. So it was
only a matter of time that I would get lost. It happened
one day that Mr. AJ. Smith was going to pick saskatoons.
He phoned me to see if I would like to go along. I really
like saskatoons and I enjoyed picking them, so, of course,
I went. We headed east of town to a place known to AJ.

going toward Highway 68.
Earlier I mentioned that Warren was born in 1960. I
want to add to that. Jennifer was born in June, 1962.
Weldon, in December, 1963. Cam, our youngest, was
born in 1973 at Grandview. We spent seven happy years
at Eriksdale; Goodness and mercy followed us around
there, as they have done our whole life long. We have
been very lucky. We are retired in Portage la Prairie. Our

Together we picked for a time, then A. J. said he was
going nearby to fìnd a better spot. I agreed to stay where
I was and to meet him at the car in an hour. By then
we'd have a couple of pails each. Bnough for now. I was
enjoying the outing very much. Soon my pail was nearly
full, but the joys of the day had lured me into not paying
attention to where I was. I started back to the car. I

grandchildren bring great joy to us. Lou and Kelly Collett
have two girls, Keegan and Bret;Jennifer and Norman
Snyder have two boys and a girl; Connor, Cole, and
Shealeagh.

couldn't fìnd it. It has to be here somewhere - perhaps
this way. But it wasn't. I began to realize I was lost. The

SESSIONS FAMILY

sensible thing to do was to walk out to the highway. So,

I fìrst moved to ttre Interlake in 1971, from my
hometown of Sperling, in southern Manitoba, I had no
knowledge of my family's past roots here. As it turns

When

I hurried along. At last I found it. But it wasn't Highway
68 which I was expecting, the sign said Highway Six.
Had someone changed the sign? Which way do I go now?
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out, my mother's family actually homesteaded this country and that's why I wanted to tell their story.
My grandfather William Sessions, was born in Lon-

haying and feed the cattle. While out haying, Uncle Stan
got his leg cut off by the mower. His leg was packed in
flour and he was brought to the hospital in Eriksdale
and then transported by train to a Winnipeg hospital.
Mom used to walk 3.5 miles to Mulvihill every day, winter and summer, never missing a day. This was quite a
trip as the country was very desolate with bears, timber
wolves, coyotes, deer, moose and many other wild ani-

don, England, September 2, 1881. He was orphaned as a

child and he and his brothers were raised in Dr.
Barna¡do's Home for Boys. There was also a sister, but
what became of some of the children is unknown as a
fire at Dr. Barnardo's Home destroyed their files.

In 1893, Grandpa came to Canada to a foster home
in Mount Forrest, ON. In 1906, he came west to Sperling,

mals prowling the bush up to the farm buildings.

MB and then moved to Ca¡man to work in Charlie Mill-

homesteading and moved back to Sperling because the
kids had to walk so far to school. Eventually all the
Ashtons moved south. Grandpa continued working as a
butcher; this seeming to be his stock and trade. Mom
said the house was always full of the aroma of curing
hams and bacons. He was sort of ajack-of- all-trades. He
butchered for people in the area, did carpentry work,
drove a school van and maintained the local cemetery.
One of the last jobs he had was pulling a mail wagon
from the post office to the train station and back. In those
days, the trains had an old steam engine. I was scared to
death of it! I was always afraid I'd get sucked into it when
it rolled into the station (stories kids tell). It wasn't so
bad pulling the wagon when it was empt/, but those steel

In July 1926 Grandpa and Grandma gave up

er's butcher shop.

At this time, he met Mary Elizabeth Ashton and they
were married in Ca¡man March 10, 1909.
Mary was bornJanuary 26, 1885, in Glossop, England. She had a twin brother, Albert a¡rd another brother,

William. The family immigrated to Canada in 1905.
Grandpa and Grandma, after they were married, continued to live in Carman, and had two children, a son,
Albert (1910) and a second son, Fred (1912).
Grandpa decided he wanted to try his hand at farming. Since the government was selling land at cheap rates,
he bought a homestead in the Interlake at Oatfield in
1913. A section of land was purchased and quartered to
my grandfather William Sessions, my great-grandfather

wheels made it a chore pulling it back to the post office

Fred Ashton, his son William Ashton, and my greatgrandmother's sister's husband Joe Maloney. Their
names and land purchased are shown on the map on
page 86 of MOD. The land was covered with bush and
had to be cleared for crops to be grown. Grandpawould
still drive down to Carman by horse and wagon (160

when it was full.
Grandma passed away at the age of 7l years in 1956.
I was only eight then, but I still remember her quite well,
a tall, slim lady, white haired. My mother (Bsther) looks
quite a bit like her. Our family height must have came
from her as my brothers were over six feet tall and my
mom says she used to be that tall as well. Her age has
drooped her a bit now.
Grandpa passed away at the age of 86 years inJuly
1968. Grandpa was a short fellow and he always smoked
his pipe. That's probably why I always loved the smell
of pipe tobacco.
All his children raised families of their own and continued to live in the Sperling area except for my Uncle

miles) to help with the harvest in the fall.

A third son Stanley, was born at Oatfield on December 15, 1913.
Grandpa stayed at Oatfield until 1915 when he went
back to work in Charlie Miller's butcher shop in Carman. Grandma w¿ìs pregnant and not feeling well. On
October 1915, a daughter Esther (my mother), was born
and her twin died at birth.
In 1919 the family moved back to the Mulvihill area
to where Fuessingers lived on 68 West. More land was
cleared and some grain was grown, enough to feed the
cattle. Some land was left as hayfields and some land

Stan who moved to Winnipeg to work for the post of-

fìce. Only my mom and Uncle Wilfred are still living.
Though time has dimmed some of their memory, they
still remember the days they lived up here and the peo-

wasmuskeg. To make extramoney, Grandpawould drive
by horse and buggy to Eriksdale to work inJohn Forsyth's

ple that they knew. Vic and Ollie Olsson were their clos-

(Grandpa Forsyth's) butcher shop. The fourth son,
Wilfred, was born onJune 6, 1920.
While Grandpa was at work, the kids had to do the

school teacher.

est neighbors. Miss Emma Sigurdson was my mother's

I'm grateful to the history committee for the making
of this book, as it gave me the chance to search my own
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roots. Isn't it funny how life rushes by so fast, that we
don't take the time to see ourselves and our families. Let
us all pause and give time to remember. Their past is
guiding our future.

z'.'

t

t

lan (holdíng Deanna) Sewell, LílV & Walter;
Jason Dítchfield, Mark Sewell, Carli Townsend

SEWELL

Walter & Lily
Eriksdale - Mulvihill Reunion was the occasion in 1981
at which Lily and Walter met. As their families had embarked on their own voyages of life, Lily and Walter
decided to get married in August 1983.
Moving to Mulvihill was a new chapter in their lives,
Many adjustments were required. Both of Lily's parents
were elderly and ailing and Walter's mother was also

22 years and retired at age 58. He had more time to
spend with his mother who lived next door at that time.
His favorite pastimes are fishing, playing cards, dancing, travelling and visiting with family members and

elderly and in poor health.
Walter's offspring and grandchildren in 1983 were:
Dana, Sally and children Ian, Mark and Deanna; Sharon,
Andy and Carli;Kim, Barry andJason; and Don.
For a time sickness and grief seemed to plague Lily's
life. Her ailing father passed away. Shortly after Lynda
became critically ill and passed away in 1985. Lily's

Lily and Walter have enjoyed several tours to various
provinces and some parts of United States.
After living at the Eriksdale Personal Care Home for
several years, Walter's mother Mary Sewell, passed away

friends.
Gardening, looking after the yard and repairing things
keeps him busy.

at the age of 93.
Several years ago our new family members were

Mick

Caitlin¡ their baby daughter.
Sharon has remarried and we enjoy Glen, our new
son-in-law, who recovered miraculously from a serious
mine accident,
As time marches past, changes occur in our lives.
Sometimes changes can bring happiness or grief. As
changes occur, we hope to enjoy life more fully by accepting whatever the future may have in store for us!
- Don's wife, and later

mother having battled cancer for six years; passed away
ayeff later.In 1987 Michael's life ended tragically.
At this time Lily also experienced health problems.
Continuous trips to Winnipeg to visit family members,
work and worry seemed to zap Lily's energy. Her asthma
seemed to be getting progressively worse while on the

job. Lily decided to retire from teaching in 1985.
A change is as good as a rest! In 1986 a new opportunity entered Lily's life. She became a member of the
Mulvihill Red Cross Branch. Later, as president she participated in many worthwhile volunteer activities.
More time in Lily's life was spent on leisure activities
- knitting, crocheting and other handicrafts. She loves to
cook, sew, work in the garden, and baby-sit grandchildren whenever it is necessary.
Walter worked for the Department of Highways for

BILL SEYMOUR FAMILY
B¡ll & Esther Seymour
Ernest Percival (Bill) was born in England. He came to
Winnipeg in 1906 as a small child. His family moved to
the Pebble Beach area north west of Eriksdale in 1914'
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He attended Pebble Beach School.
Bill was a loyal Orangeman and acted

Kingsley organized a work bee to help Essie get the crop
off. Farmers came with machines and muscle power to
cut grain, stook sheaves and later thresh the grain. The
next year, Fred Ross planted the crop and combined it
in the fall. After that Martin Kihn looked after the sowing and harvesting, doing the work on a share basis. He
did some bulldozing and land clearing as well and hauled
the piled marrure away from the ba¡n a¡rd onto the fields.
At this time Essie's parents,Jim andLizzie Lawrence
came often to help her with the garden and the chores.
Bventually they moved down to live with Essie and her
girls. Essie continued to farm, milking cows until she went
to work in the Briksdale Hospital.
In 1963, Essie and Frank MalpÍN were married.(see
Malpas story).
The Seymour children:
Doris married Arthur Anderson in L957. They live in

as a trustee at

Clydebank School, and as a stewa¡d on the church boa¡d.
Essie Allen was born in Coleraine, County Derry, Ireland in 191 1. She came to Canada by ship as a very small
child arriving in Eriksdale by train on her second birthday in 1913. Essie started grade one at Clydebank School
in 1919. There were eight pupils in her class. There were
twenty pupils in the school with Grades one to eight in
one room. Most pupils went to school to grade eight or
until they were needed to help on the farms.
Essie continued in school until her younger sister and
brother were born. Her mother had to work outside so
Essie looked after the younger ones.

Headingly, MB. They have four children: Darlene
Lynne, Cheryl Elizabeth married to Gregory Hannah
with one son, Alex, Corinne Dawn, and Arthur Robert.
Maisie Alice ma¡ried BaldurJohnson in 1960. They
live in Winnipeg. They have three children: Sheldon
Raynard married to Dianne Himbeault, (Twins) Brian
Scott married to Roberta Vanneste, and David Ashley
married to Tama¡a Schaab.

Art & Doris Anderson
Clydebank district was home to four generations on my
mother Essie's side. These four generations consisted of
the Seymour, Lawrence and Allen clans. From my birth
1936 until 1946 we lived with my grandparents,Jim

in

and lÅzzie Lawrence, I 1/4 miles south of Clydebank
School. During the winters of my early school years, Dad
(Bill Seymour) hitched up the horses almost every day
and drove me to school. I always arrived there in lots of
time to be able to sit a¡ound the big box stove to warm
up and thaw out the ink wells. They, of course, froze
once the stove went out. The school house itself sometimes took until the fìrst recess, about an hour and ahalf,
to warm up.
In 1946 my parents bought the John Forsyth farm.
Clydebank School was now only half a mile away. For
my sister Maisie and I the school was now not only a
place for education, but also a social centre. The school
house was a place for social evenings, plays, picnics,
Christmas concerts and church on Sundays. I was fortunate to attend and participate in most of these functions
as my parents were always involved and the concept of

Bill & Essíe, Maisie & Doris Seymour
Bill and Essie were married December 2, 1932. They
moved to a farm at SW 32-2I-6W where they raised two
daughters, Doris Elizabeth and Maisie Alice. Essie had
learned the art of homemaking well and was an excellent cook and mother. She did very fine, neat, embroidery work.
Bssie loved

to dance as did all the Lawrences.

She

tells of walking to Parkview and Scotch Bay schools to
attend dances. Bill and Essie enjoyed social dancing and
always took their girls to dances with them. Bill acted as
Floor Manager at the local dances.
Bill passed away in the fall of 19.54. To show the country spirit of help and kindredship, Will Watson and Bob
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ing inJustice and Law Enforcement. She then attended

a baby-sitter was unheard of.

the Assiniboine Community College graduating from
Correctional Officer Tiaining. Darlene is currently employed with the Department ofJustice at the Provincial
Remand Cenhe in Winnipeg.

I

remained at Clydebank School for the majority of
my education. After finishing grade eight, I went on to
take grades nine and ten by correspondence. The teachers at that time were only obligated to teach students up
to grade eight. Any higüer levels of education could be
done through correspondence and ifyou were lucky a
teacher would provide you with some assistance and a
place to study in the school house. Grade 11 was com-

pleted at Eriksdale High School while boarding with
Arthur and Dolly Deverill. The following summer a
course offered by the Provincial Normal School in Winnipeg, provided me with a permit to teach school for
one year. This course was pretty expensive for the time;
it set me back $40.
My assigned school was Beatty School just north of
Ashern for the school year 1953-1954. My salary was
$tSO per month. I boarded with Ken and Marion
Markwart for $35 per month. I came home to Clydebank every weekend and that was the challenge. On
Friday afternoons in all kinds of weather, I would quickly
walk the mile to #6 Highway to ensure I was at the corner on time to catch the bus to Briksdale. Then came
Sunday nights. The bus dropped me off at midnight at
that same corner - one mile away from the Markwart
home. That country road was dark and the wolves
sounded like they were right behind you. Needless to
say it took me less time to cover the mile on Sunday
night than any other day of the week.

Arthur, Dailene;
Corríne,

Art & Dorís, Cheryl Anderson

Cheryl Elizabeth Hannah (Anderson) : graduated with
a Bachelor of Commerce Degree from the University of
Manitoba. She has been employed with Great Westlife
in Winnipeg since graduation. Cheryl married Gregory
Vern Hannah on August 25, 1990. Cheryl and Greg have
a son, Alexander Gregory, born December 6, 1993.
Corinne Dawn Anderson: graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from the University of Manitoba; later
taking a First Responder Course at Red River Community College. Corinne is presently a first responder for
the RM of Headingley. She is also an active member of

My Dad (Bill Seymour) passed away October 23, 1954.
I remained at home until going to work at the Eriksdale
Co-op Store. Once again I made my home away from
home with Arthur and Dolly Deverill until the summer
of. L957 when I moved to Winnipeg to work in Eaton's.
Arthur Anderson and I were married in Briksdale

the Women's Provincial Team Handball League.
Arthur Robert Anderson: graduated as a Structural

Engineering Technologist from Red River Community

College after attending the University of Manitoba.
Arthur is currently employed by the Structural Engineering Company, Crosier Kelgour and Parhrers Ltd., as a

United Church, November I,1957. Art is the eldest son
of Sþe and Robert Anderson and grandson of John
and Pauline Lindell. Artworked for A.W. (Bill) Swanson
Construction. Then in 1963 he began working as the
Building Supervisor for the Hudson Bay Cpmpany until
his retirement in 1993. We resided in Winnipeg undl 1985
when we undertook a family project to build a home in
Headingley, MB. We have a family of four children:

structural and design technologist.

Baldur & Maisie Johnson
Maisie was born in Eriksdale, and grew up in the Clydebank a¡ea. After graduating from high school in Briksdale, she attended Success Business College in Winnipeg. OnJune 24, L960 she married BaldurJohnson in
the Eriksdale United Church. They settled in Winnipeg,
and Maisie continued to work for the T. Eaton Co. in the

Darlene Lynne (August 4, 1963); Cheryl Elizabeth (September 21, 1966); Corinne Dawn (July 25, 1969); Arthur
Robert (March 30, 1973).
Darlene Lynne Anderson: graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from the University of Winnipeg, major-

employee payroll office. She worked atEaton'suntilJuly
9, 1964 when their fìrst son Sheldon was born' Four years
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later, onJuly 15, 1968, Maisie gave birth to twin sons
Brian and David. Maisie then turned her full attention
to homemaking, and raising her three boys. She remained a full-time mom until Brian and David entered
Junior High, when she took a part-time job at the Win-

No.

172, and Patricia Chapter No. 8, OBS.

Sheldon attended Clifton School, Sergeant ParkJr.
High, and Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate. He graduated
from the University of Winnipeg with a BA in Theatri
cal Production and Design in 1992. Sheldon has always

nipeg Free Press. Now that her sons are grown, and having left the Free Press, she currently devotes a great part
of her time and energy to her involvement in Patricia
Chapter No. 8, OES.

had a love for music. Even as a youngster he loved to sit

on his

Af.\lap and

sing. He sang in school and church

choirs, and was a member of the Manitoba Youth Choir.

He was twice selected to represent Manitoba in the National Youth Choir of Canada. Sheldon also spent six
seasons as a member of the CBC Hymn.SizgChorus. In
1992, Sheldon resigned his position with the CBC, to
devote his full time to his acappella singing group, the
Easy T's. The Easy T's were formed by Sheldon and
three good friends who met as members of the Mani-

toba Youth Choir. They have traveled extensively
throughout Canada, and have released four recordings.
Sheldon married Dianne Himbeault on August 24, 1991
and they now make their home in Winnipeg, where
Dianne is currently employed as a community development worker for the City of Winnipeg.
Brian attended Clifton School, Sergeant ParkJr. High,
and Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate. After graduation, Brian
worked at the Winnipeg Free Press until he was able to
enroll at the Red River Community College, where he
received his Certificate in Telecommunications. Brian has

since been employed by a local firm. Brian married
Roberta Vanneste in Langenburg, SK, on September 5,
1992. Roberta is employed as a laboratory technologist
at Thainor Laboratories, and she and Brian currently reside in Winnipeg.
David also attended Clifton School, Sergeant ParkJr.
High, and Daniel Mclntyre Collegiate. David and Brian
were, and still are, the best of friends, and did everything together. David worked at the Winnipeg Free Press
until enrolling at the Red River Community College
where he received his certificate in Blectrical Technology. He is currently employed by a local firm. David in

Maisie, Sheldon, Baldur;
Brían & David (twins) Johnson
Baldur was born in Eriksdale, son of

Oli and Olla

Johnson of Vogar. He grew up in Vogar attending school
there and working on the family farm. After deciding
that farming was not to be his life's ambition, he moved

to Winnipeg to study accounting at Success Business
College. He later received his diploma in Business Management from the University of Manitoba. Baldur has
spent his entire married life working in the fuh business.
He began at Keystone Fisheries and in 1969, moved to
the Freshwater Fish Marketing Corporation when itwas
formed by the federal government. His current position
is that of Frozen Sales Manager. His job entails a tremendous amount of travelling, and had taken him to
many countries including: Finland, Sweden, Germany,
France, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, Iran, Egypt, and
Japan. He made one trip into the former Soviet union,
and has visited a great many of the United States of
America. Apart from his work, Baldur also devotes his
time and energy to the Masonic Order Red River Lodge

engaged to be married to Täma¡a Schaab on September
30, 1995. Their plans are to reside in Winnipeg where
Tämara is employed as a registered x-ray technologist at

the St. Boniface Hospital.
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seven and then Briksdale school.

SEYMOUR
Mr. & Mrs. G. Percy

For the first ten years of our marriage we moved from

province to province, city to city (or town) across Canada.
We began in Whycocomagh, in Cape Breton Island, NS
in the east and west as far as Seymour Arms, near
Kamloops. While in Seymour Arms we visited the west

Mom and Dad were married in Bristol England in 1900.
They had three boys; Edwin (better known as Ted),
Ernest (better known as Bill) and John (often called
Bunny). My Dad was agreat one for nick-names. In 1907
or 1908, Dad came to Canada o¡ a cattle boathelpingto
look after the cattle on the ship for a free passage to
Canada. Mom came over as soon as Dad found a small
house for them. During the time they lived there, they
had three girls. One died with scarlet fever at the age of
three or four. Ivy was the next girl, then Doris. Thins
were born next (boy and girl), but only the girl (Lil) survived. Later, Mom, Dad and family moved to a homestead in Pebble Beach district. Brother Tom was born
here. I, Annie, was born in 1917 at home. My birth certificate states place of my birth as Pebble Beach in Cold-

coast.

Our first son, DarrylJÍunes, was bornJune 9,
Kinca¡dine.

Jay Michael was born August 23, 1978 in Eriksdale.
WhenJay was a few months old we moved.again, this
time to Calgary.

Tämmy Lynn was born on November 27, I98L in
Winnipeg. When Tirmmy was a couple of weeks old we
moved to Brandon and stayed there until our last move
back to Eriksdale in 1983. In total we had moved 26
times in 12yearc. We always had Briksdale as our home
base as we had purchased my parents'fa¡m in 1973. In
about 1981 after the house burnt we moved the old A.J.
Smith home from Eriksdale to this site where we are now
living (in Deerhorn).
I have been working at the Personal Care Home since
February 1984 as a personal care aide.
Earl has been working winters driving a truck for Rick
and Fred Burdett and in the summers, construction and
hospital maintenance, and many other jobs during the

well. The name Coldwell was changed to Siglunes. There

were nine in our family. The older ones had to look for
work so as we could all survive. There was not a school
here. All the men of the district got together and built a
one room school. I don't know in what year it was built
but it was long before I went to school. I understand that
the old school is still standing. Our family all married
local folk. Ted married Jean Bruce. Bill married Essie
Lawrence. Jack married Mildred Curtis. Ivy married
Charlie Beckwith. Doris married Arnold Erickson. Lily
married Lister Watson. Tom married May Weatherburn.

I, Annie, married Norman Mason. I had

1976.

We were living in Port Elgin, ON but Darryl was born in

yeafs.

Hockey has been a big part of all our lives. All three
children played hockey and Earl coached. This activity
kept us going winter and summer with hockey schools
and summer hockey tournaments. Darryl played a couple of years with Peguis Junior B. He graduated from
high school in 1994. He then worked for Gudmunson's
Farm Equipment. He is presently (September 1995) en-

a brother

younger than I. He lived only until the age of 48 when
he died ofa heart attack.

SEYMOUR
Earl & Linda

rolled at Red River College in a Motor Vehicle Machinists course.Jay is now in grade twelve in Eriksdale Collegiate. He is still interested in hockey and for the past
three years has participated in summer hockey.Jay went
to Toronto in 1992; Vancouver in 1993 and Minneapolis
in 1994. In 1994-95 he played with the Interlake AAA.
Tämmy figure skates, plays hockey and belongs to a
4-H Riding Club, the Midnight Riders. During summers
she travels the North Interlake circuit. In 1994 she won
Junior High Point for that region. As of September 1995
she won Intermediate High Point.

Earl was born in 1953 to May and Tom Seymour. Barl
James went to Scotch Bay and Eriksdale schools. At the
age of sixteen he went work for Comstock building trans-

mission lines. Later he also worked for BACM and other

companies building transmission lines or on construc-

tion from coast to coast.
0n Decembet 29, I97l Ea¡l and I (Linda Russell) were
married in the United Church by Rev. R. McKinnon.
I was born February 24, L955, the fourth child of
Wilfred and Marion (Sigurdson) Russell.(See Wilfred
Sigurdson story). I was educated in Deerhorn until grade
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SIDWALL FAMILY
Peter & Karin Sidwall
Peter Sidwall (1887-1961) came to Canada in 1906 from
Halsingland, Sweden. He pursued the usual work of immigrants such as building the railroad, making ties, etc.
His parents had a factory in Sweden, so he had a mechanical bent and, also, worked as a millwrights helper
in various factories in Winnipeg.

He manied Karen Olson (1893-1983) in Winnipeg.
She had come from Halsingland in 1909.
They came io Eriksdale in 1913 when most of the la.nd
was already taken up. They settled onSE27-22-6W where

Dad had a saw mill and crusher run by a stationary engine. Mother learned to operate the crusher as well.
Dad was not a farmer at heart and spent much of the
time working out at va¡ious jobs. He was employed in
the construction of the Pine Falls pulp mill, when due to
lack of prompt medical attention an injury to his hand

Eve, Craig, Katherine, Richard, Karen, Grant,
Kyle, Alvin, Rita, Faye;
Shawn, Everet, Marg, Millie; Karina, Mathew

In

turned to gangrene. His arm had to be amputated above
the elbow. He thereafter resided at home on the farm
having to learn to use his left hand.
Peter and Karen had three children: Ebba, Eric and

1964 Margaret started working at the Briksdale

Consumers Co-opr ajob that lasted twenty yea¡s. Bveret

continued farming with the help of various hired men,
all of them leaving some worthwhile memories. Everet
always enjoyed the country, his herd of cattle being his
pride and joy. During these years he served for a time

Everet,

Ebba married Charlie Hammerback. Their family of
nine are scattered across Canada.
Eric served overseas in WWII and is now in a veteran's home in Surrey, BC.
Everet married Margaret Goranson and they have
resided on a farm in the Nord district for over fìfty years.

on Nord School Board, the B.M. Crowe Hospital Board,
Eriksdale Co-op Board, United Church, Vasa Order and
Fa¡mers Union executive. Margaret and Everet are members of the Eriksdale Evangelical Free Church.
Bveret and Margaret have three children.
Karen Gunhild, born May 3, 1946. Graduated from
Eriksdale Collegiate 1963, University of Winnipeg BA(Hons) 1967, University of Western Ontario - MLS

Everet & Margaret Sidwall
Everetwasborn on the homestead atMulvihill on Ma¡ch
19, L9LT the youngest of Peter and Karin Sidwall's three
children. He received his education at Nord School and
Eriksdale High School. He worked for several farmers,
spent some winters fishing on Lake Manitoba and, also,
spent time as a hired m¿In on Birch Island.

1975. Married Ken Adams 1969. They have two children; Karina and Richard. Karen is presently employed
as executive director of Canadian Library Assoc. in Ot-

tawa.

Ha¡old Grant, born February 26, L95L. Graduated
from Eriksdale Collegiate 1968, University of Manitoba
- BSc (8.8.) L972.Married RitaLamoureux in 1971. They
have two sons; Shaun and Kyle. Grant is employed as
senior consultant with Hewlett Packa¡d in Winnipeg.
Everet Q1¡ig was born November 28, 1953. Graduated from Briksdale Collegiate 1973, U of Winnipeg BSc 1976. He ma¡ried Eve Reimer in 1988. They have

On October 2L, L944 he married Margaret Goranson,
oldest child of Gunhild andJonas Goranson. Together
they started alife of farming on the old Solmonson homestead (SE22-22-6W).

Money w¿rs scarce, but friends and neighbors made
this community a great place to live. There was always
time for coffee and a chat.
Most of our livelihood came from cream and beef.

two children; Katherine and Mathew. Craig is employed
as sales co-ordinator with Hewlett Packard in Winnipeg.
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Carol also went to Teacher's College after teaching
on a permit at Deerhorn. She went on to teach in Winni-

1994 friends, neighbors and family helped Everet

and Margaret celebrate another joyous occasion at their
farm home - their fiftieth wedding anniversary.
Now we are quietly aging on the place where it all

peg after she married Terry Porteous of Woodlands. She
had five children: Lana, Joan, David, Doug of Winni
peg, and Thacy in Victoria, BC. She also had grandchiltlreu - four in all. Terly and Carol have now retired (Terry

began.

was vice-president of Wawanesa Insurance Co.) and live

SIGURDSON
John & Freda

in Winnipeg. They spend time in Arizona in the winter.
Thor and Betty live in Stonewall and she has written
their story. (See Andrew and BedaJohnson).

In May 1936 the Sigurdson family left Oak Point and

John is in construction work. He married Shirley
Kingsley from Clydebank and lives in St. Vital. Their

moved to Eriksdale. They settled on the Bergfarm south
of the cemetery. For this farm my dad paid approximately
$gOO - house, barn, land, etc. The family consisted of
John, Freda, and the children Alfa, Carol and Thor'John
was born in the Eriksdale Hospital at a later date.
My dad had been a soldier in WWI and spent about
a year in Wales in the hospital after being injured during

children; Brentlives in Saskatchewan near Regina; Dawn
in Lethbridge; andJohnJr. in Winnipeg. They have four
grandchildren. When they all come home together, it
really keeps Gramma and Grampa busy.

My mother Freda, still lives on her own in
Charleswood. She

will be 99 years old July 14, 1994.

She still remembers all the activities that have gone on
during her life and says there certainly have been a

the war in France.

He rehrrned to Lundar and married Freda Sampson who had been teaching in Lundar during the war. They

number of changes in life and living in her time - almost

then moved to Winnipeg where my dad worked as a

100 years.

carpenter.

In the summer, work was available and one lived on
savings during winter, sometimes very slim. There was
no unemployment insurance at that time.
They then moved to live in Oak Point and he ran the
butcher shop and partly farmed, doing odd jobs in the

winter such as hauling ice for Arctic Ice Co. and also
filleting fish.
Eventually there were too many animals to keep in
town so they purchased the farm in Eriksdale to become
a full-time farmer. My dad also took an active part in the
community - being involved in supporting sports, He
was later to become Reeve of the RM. He died at the

of60 in 1952.
Alfa completed her education in Briksdale - taught
on a permit at Hartfield School - then on to Normal
School (Teacher's College). She married Alex Stewart of
age

I
SIGURDSON
Jon & Palina

Warren.

They had three children; Forbes - who lives on the
farm;John of Minneapolis; and Cathy of Winnipeg. She
has six grandchildren. After teaching in Winnipeg for
over 20 years she retired in 1980. Alex died in 1985 and
Alfa still lives on the farm at Warren. Most of the farm
was sold and is now the South Interlake Golf Course, a
handy place to put in time when one doesn't want to

Taken from the writings of their daughter, Emma
Sigurdson.

Jon and Palinawere the parents of Annie Forsyth, wife
of John Forsyth, and mother of Emma,John,Jim,
Margaret, Arthur and Annie. They are significant to this
writer, since he is their grandson. They are also impor-

travel.
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tant, since they are very early pioneers of this area.
Jon Sigurdson was born in Halsi- In Kinn, Iceland in
1850. Palina was born in Akureyric in Iceland. They were

with her sister Annie in her later years and was the Fairy
Godmother to a lot of her kin, including me.
Annie marriedJohn Forsyth and they lived in Briksdale and raised a family of six kids. Their house was

married in 1889 in Mountain, ND.Jon had a previous
son Sigurdur (Sam) who wentwith them when theywent
up to the Na¡rows of Lake Manitoba inJanuary 1891.
They travelled on a load of freight, pulled by a team of
oxen and after this frightfully cold journey, they stayed
with the William Siftons at the Narrows until a house
was built for them. There were aboutten Icelandic families in the surrounding settlement around this time. In
July, the twin girls, Emma and Annie were born (1891).
Annie was three pounds at birth, a very big challenge

always a haven for strays or those who needed a meal or
a bed.

Margaret married Stony Stone and lived in Winnipeg where he was manager of the T. Eaton garage. They
had six children, but had the misfortune of seeing two of
the girls die in their young years. Margaret's home was

like the Forsyth one, a resting place for all who came
there.

Herman married Helga Bjarnason and lived in

for ayoung wilderness mother, who was herself, less than
100 lbs. and under

five feet tall! In December

Churchbridge, SK for many yeÍìrs before moving to BC.
Adalsteinn (Alec) married Anna Eyford and lived in
Briksdale for a time and then moved to Ontario where
he worked up to engineer on the railroad.
Jon and Palina, those doughty pioneers, spent their
latter years with their daughters, Annie and Margaret.
Jon died in 1932 and Palina a year later.
This is a very limited account of their lives and does
not do justice to these wonderful Icelandic forebears, of
whom we are justly proud!

1892

Margaret was born, so Palina had three little daughters!
One of the tales is that they would all journey to the
neighbors, about two miles away with Palina knitting,

the three little ones frolicking about, and a dog, a cat
and a pig trailing them. In 1893 the Jorunder Byford
familyjoined them on Richa¡d's Point, so they had close
neighbors. Herman was born in December 1897 and
Adalsteinn followed in May 1900. Sam went with the
Eggertson family to Swan River and later married Sigga
Eggertson. Before they left the Narrows in 1902, they
were milking 10 cows and had a cream separator. The
milk was shipped by boat down to Westbourne, or Oak
Point. That was the year of the high water! They were
unable to get feed for the cattle and so were forced to
leave. The area had not yet been surveyed, and since
they were only squatters, they could not sell the land or

SIGURDSON
Athalstein (Alec)
Alec Sigurdson wasborn atTheNanows (Richard's Point,
MB). He came to the Nyland district via Westbourne
and Swan Creek. He attended Nyland School and one
year in Winnipeg schools before returning to live on the
farm with his parents. He was secretary - treasurer of the

buildings. The men drove the livestock around the south
end of the lake and up to Westbourne and the women
and children went by boat and train. They stayed there
only a year and then moved across Lake Manitoba on
the lake ice, to the Cold Springs area, just a short way
west of Lundar. For some reason they were unable to get
title to the land they were on, so in 1910Jon homesteaded
4 miles north of Eriksdale. Meanwhile the three girls were
getting older and Annie was employed in Winnipeg as a
seamstress. Emma opened Hartfield School, and later,
after Normal School, opened Nyland School. Meanwhile,
younger sister Margaret, opened Nord School. In 1910
Eriksdale was only the 4th. Siding, with only Sharpe's
store, Laird's boarding house, and farm homes around.
The mail went to Cowdery PO.
Emma never married. She spent 60 years trying to
din some sense into a lot of us young people. She lived

Nyland School district for

while. His chums were Karl
and Oscar Rydberg and Sandford Lundmark, so he became fluent in Swedish, as well as English and his native
a

Icelandic.

About 1925 he came into Eriksdale and worked for
his brother-in-lawJohn Forsyth, to run the butcher shop.

He was a big powerful man with a gentle nature and
a wonderful, quiet sense of humor, He married Anna
Eyford (Vogar) and they complemented each other. At
various times her four sisters, Stefania, Sina, Olga and
Ranka, stayed with them while they attended high school.

Anna and Alec had one son, Brian, born in Eriksdale. He was killed in aboy's shooting accidentwhen he
was fourteen.

In
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1936 they moved to Beardmore and later to

gan a new career as a subcontractor in the building business. He studied commercial and fine art at Seneca and

Hornepayne. He became an engineer on the CNR. In
1959 he suffered a severe stroke and died at age 58. Anna
remained in Hornepayne with their other son Gerry until

her death in

George Brown Colleges. Kristiina obtained a Bachelor
of Science degree at the University of Toronto and Ari
began a career in lithographics. Jarmo was left a widower in the earþ eighties.
Maritta was born in a small town of Lieksa, in the

1981.

Gerry also works for the railway and presently resides
irr Caprial, ON.

eastern part of Finland as one

of the

baby boomers. She

lived in two different cities in Finland before her parents
decided to make the biggest move of all and came to

SIGURDSON
Emma
Emma was one of the twin girls born at Richard's Point
in 1891. She was taught at home in Icelandic until she
was eleven when the family was forced to move to

in 1965.
When Maritta became a single parent of two sons,
Christopher andJeffery, she went back to school in 1975.
She spent a long eight years of study to earn her Bach-

Westbourne. There they suffered discrimination since
they knew no Bnglish and had to start in grade one.
She made great progress when they moved to Cold
Springs (Lundar). In the Icelandic way she was deter-

elor of Science degree in Nursing. After graduation, she
started her nursing career as a Public Health Nurse in
Scarborough, ON. She worked first as a general Public
Health Nurse and then moved on to the Mental Health

mined to get an education and eventually did that at

Team.

Canada

Jarmo and Maritta were very involved in the Finnish

Stonewall, Winnipeg, Wesley College and Brandon Nor-

Pentecostal Church in Toronto.Jarmo played the trombone in the band and string bass in the orchestra. Ma¡itta

mal School.

In

1910 she opened a new school at

Hartfield and in

1911 she was the first teacher at Nyland. During her

fifty

had been

a

Sunday School teacher since 1976. They

offi

cially met at one of their church functions and were

yeil

career she taught at Morden, Nyland, Arborg and
Eriksdale. She retired from Morden at sixty because she

married in Toronto in 1984. They lived in the Don Mills
area and later in Ajax.Jarmo established his own painting business and Maritta found a new career as a Community Outreach Worker on a Psychogeriatric Assessment/teatment team. During this time Jarmo taught

knew her hearing was notgood. Then she was invited to
teach at the Manitoba School for the Deaf where she
remained until age seventy.
She was dedicated. Her kindness and generosity are
kindly remembered by many.

faux painting courses at Durham College, Maritta was
active on the boards of Community Care and Alzheimer
Society of Durham Region. She assisted in the establishment of a chapter of the Alzheimer Society in the town
of Lindsay, ON. For two years she studied nights at Ontario Bible College, and occasionally spoke to community groups on a variety of topics.
WhenJarmo realized how much time he spent in his
truck travelling back and forth to his customers (fiftyfivc days or eleven weeks of eight hour work days) per
year, they moved to Winnipeg in the summer of 1992.
The move also involved their desire to be closer to
family. Their middle son, Christopher, worked in Winnipeg. Kristiina had moved there with her husbandJari

slNlsALo
Jarmo & Maritta
Jarmo was born in Helsinki, the capital city of Finland,
just prior to WWII.
After completing his military service, where he obtained arank of second lieutenant, he married Kaija and
started his 20+ year postal career as a mailman in the
mailcar section. He was transferred to the postal operations department of the Central Board in 1963, where
he was responsible for planning publications of books
and maps. He also served as a teacher at the Post and
Telegraphy School teaching postal employees undergoing managerial training.
Jarmo and Kaija, along with their children, Kristiina
and Ari, moved to Toronto, Canada in 1974.Jarmo be-

Stromberg and their three daughters;Jessica,Justine and
Jasmine, a few years earlier. Their oldest son, Ari, had
changed his profession and stayed in Toronto to continue the tradition of a painter in the family.
It was in November of that year that Maritta was of672

fered the job of Continuing Care Case Coordinator and
the couple moved to Eriksdale. Jeffery, their youngest
son, has continued his schooling in Saskatoon.
Jarmo and Maritta have taken an active part in the
Eriksdale community, such as contributing to the Christmas Program with their puppets and participating in the

the great depression, Dirty Thirties. Things were pretty
scarce for everyone!
Before winter set in, they purchased the Bentham
house and moved it to the present homestead, which
was their home until a new house and barn were built in
1950, by carpenter Eddie Lindell. They operated a mixed
farm for years. The annual sheep shearing was performed
by the Lindell brothers. Lena made the most of the lovely
wool that was produced and knitted warm cozy sweaters, socks and mitts.
Toss enjoyed many years of successful breeding of
hereford cattle. We still remember the spring he attended

community round table.
Jarmo has been able to complete a sequel to his latest
book, which was written in the Finnish language and
was published in Finland. He has had the privilege of
painting several murals in town. Maritta has been a coleader in the Asthma Care Program and in the Arthritis
Self-Management Program. She has continued her involvement with the Alzheimer Society by facilitating a
monthly Alzheimer Family Support Group.

the Royal Winter Fair at Brandon and purchased the
Grand Champion Herd Sire, Rocþ Britishør, which became the most important producer in the building of
our herd.

In the 40's Toss served as a councillor of the Municipality of Eriksdale.
Toss, Reg, and Lena had several years of pleasure
being retired and living on the farm. Toss passed away
onJanuary 20, t970, and Reg, on February I0,1974.
Lena continued to live on the farm with her big dog,
Keemo; and for a time her brother Gunnar lived with
her. In 1989 she moved to Edmonton to live with her
daughterJoan and family, and later in Winnipeg. She
now resides in Winnipeg in a care home. She is happy
there, but her roots will always be in Eriksdale.
Toss and Lena raised two children; Lloyd, born February 1, 1931, and l,Joan, born March 6, 1938. Besides

SKELDING FAMILY
Ernest Crossley (Toss) Skelding, born March 15, 1891,
andJames Reginald (Reg) Skelding, bornJuly 8, 1889,
both at Neepawa, sons of Francis and Ann Eliza Skelding,
formerly of St. Thomas, ON.
Early school years were at Miami, MB, where their
father was a station agent. Francis Skelding was the first
station agent in Winnipeg.
As the years passed, Reg became a tinsmith in Winnipeg, and Toss became a brakeman on the railway. Toss
was an avid lacrosse player and was on the CNR Club.

Their introduction to country life in Miami, MB, at
UncleJohn and Aunt Mary's farm, made them want to
own a piece of land. Once their Uncle Will Crozier

being helping hands around the farm, we attended South

Head School. We walked and rode horseback to school;
in the winter we skied and I also travelled by dogsled.
We took high school by correspondence, but I attended
my final year of high school in Eriksdale and graduated

homesteaded near the shore of Pine Lake, west of Eriks-

dale, they too, purchased nearby quarters. Homestead
SE23-22:7W about 1910. Their summers awayfromwork
were spent building a fine log cabin, with the help of
brothers Frank and Gordon, and clearing some of the

from Success Business College in Winnipeg,I|l4ay 1957.
I began working as a stenographer for the CNR in
May 1957. My career ended with the CNR on August 1,
1968, when I married Bob Simmons, an accountant for
the CNR. Bob's year career took the family to Edmonton, Montreal, and Winnipeg, before he retired in Winnipeg in 1992. Bob and I have two children; Ted, born
February 11,1974, andJodi, born October 6, 1976. This
fall, Ted will be completing his final year toward a BSc
at U of W; andJodi will be entering first year Engineering
at the U of M.
Lloyd traded in his fa¡ming and guitar playing to be-

land to plant a crop.
Toss owned the first Model Tcar in the district. He
was very handy with tools and as the neighbors bought
cars, they would bring them to him for repairs.
On November 6, 1929, Toss married Martha Helena
(Lena) Lundquist, daughter of Martha and Per Anton
Lundquist, who emigrated from Sweden in 1906, and
homesteaded in the Nord district of Eriksdale. Lena, a
student from Nord School, worked for a time for the
Forsyth family and in Winnipeg as a maid.
Toss and Lena were getting nicely settled when a fìre
reduced their log cabin to ashes. This was at the start of

come an aircraft mechanic in 19.59. Presently, he is employed as a mechanic with CNR. Lloyd married Moira
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of the way a team of horses and wagon were used to
carry themselves, their children, and their possessions

Eugl", a teacher, on December 18, 1971, and they reside
in Winnipeg. They have one son Andrew, born May 24,
1977,who will be entering grade 12 high school this fall

to Eriksdale.
The last fìve of their ten children were born at Eriksdale (Oliver, Arthur, Margaret, Irene and Clarence).
There was no hospital, so Ellen and Mrs. Berg (a close
friend of Ellen's from Grand Forks), took turns being
midwives for each other. The Berg famiþ traced the same
path as the Slattens had in coming from Grand Forks,
and settled on a homestead nearby the Slattens in Eriks-

(1ee4).

Lloyd remembers the fìrst crystal radio set that Toss
made, complete with Cat Whiskors and earphones. One
night Toss placed the earphones to Lloyd's ears. The
earphones were soon filled with some of the most wonderful music Uoyd had ever heard!
He also remembers that we were the first in the district to get a tube radio with loudspeakers.
As for the changes, tractors and modern machinery
of the day replaced work horses. 1952 was a big year!
There would be no more filling of kerosene lamps or
cleaning the globes as it was replaced with electricity in
the house and barn. Water was now accessible with the
hrrn of a tap or a switch, but could not match the thrill of

dale.

Martin did carpentry work, and in the autumn of 1909
builtEriksdale's first store, owned byJohn Sharpe. Martin loved fishing, and the violin. He played for many of
his children's square dances held in the large living room
of their home. While still in Norway, the country of his
birth, Martin had taken religious studies.
Eriksdale's annual picnic was fìrst held just east of the
present day graveyatd. Bach family contributed in some
way. Every year it was Bllen who made all the bread for
this day, using 100 pounds of flour for this baking. Ellen
also baked 100 pounds of flour each week for her family
- in the form of delicious breads, white cakes, marble
cakes, and many other goodies. Ellen also sewed most
of the family's clothes and was avery hard working help-

the pictures on our black and white television! Telephones

were installed

in

1957. Roads were

improved

so our cars

did not get stuck in the mud!
As we look back on those wonderful years of growing
up, many pleasant memories come to mind; the family
unit and those strong steady ties with them; the many
neighbors and friends who have come and gone over
the years; the aroma of Mother's freshly baked bread
and the sound of her humming old songs from WWI;
the drumming of the grouse on our way to and from
school; beautiful wild flowers, getting the mail at Oatfield
PO, the lovely weekly chats with Mrs. Parkes, the friends
and neighbors who used to drop in and Mother who
would always set another place at the table. She always
managed to serve a lovely meal. Although many things
have changed in Eriksdale over the years, those memories will always remain.

mate. She possessed a sunny disposition and was a won-

derful, caring mother - very much loved by her children.
Several years ago I had the pleasure ofspeaking to Sophie
Tegelberg who knew my grandmother from her time in
Eriksdale. Sophie remembered Ellen as always smiling
and happy!

The family, except for their eldest child, Clara, who
had married Fred Ford in 1915, moved to Selkirk in 1924.
They farmed 1600 acres of grainland until the Depression, on what is now Richardson's Farms. They then retired to a home along the banks of the Red River four
miles North of Selkirk. Although it is in poor repair, the
home is still standing.
The Slatten chilclren:
-Clara Slatten who ma¡ried Fred Ford remained in
the Eriksdale area. Her children:Wallace andJoyce. (See

SLATTEN
Martin & Ellen
I

'I

I

Martin and Ellen Slatten (Martin and Elin Sletten) and
their four children (Clara, Elmer, Hilma andJohn) came
to Canada from Grand Forks, ND, USA in 1905. For a
period of two years they lived on Queen Street in St.
James, a suburb of Winnipeg. It was there that their son
Harry was born. In the autumn of 1908, they moved to
their homestead on Section SE 34-21-4W.
The trip to Eriksdale was made by train as fa¡ as Oak

Fred Ford).

-Hilma Slatten who married Sid Lush, moved to Vancouver, BC. Her children: Beatrice, Lloyd, Kenny, Sydney,Joyce and Leona.
-Elmer Slatten who moved to the United States, lost
contact with the family.
John Slatten who married Lena Jarislowski and

Point, which was the end of the rail line. The remainder
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with the Air Force, and he has the rank of Brigadier

moved to Vancouver, BC. His children: Nel,Jimmy and
Betty

General.

Bill married Judy and they have three children;
Connie, Collette and Rod. In 1963 Bill Slaughter, Rod's
son, was The Red Knight, a solo acrobatic flyer. Then,
in 1967, he was one of the Golden Centennaires team,
ari acrobatic flying team that put on displays in Canada's Centennialyear,

/j¿,3

Neil, Mike, Michelle & Nell Skoropata
(Nell is John's daughter)
-Harry Slatten who married Juliette Laliberte and
moved to Vancouver, BC. His children: Roy and Brian.
-Oliver Slatten who married PhyllisJones and moved
to Vancouver, BC. His children: Roddy, Donny, Faye,
Melvin and Dennis.
-Arthur Slatten who married Rose Weightman and
moved to Vancouver, BC. His children: Bruce, Ivan,
Ronald andJune.
-Margaret Slatten who married Walter Pearson, remaining in St. Vital, MB for all their lives. Margaret entered a Manitoba-wide bread baking contest a¡rd won
second place.(A page from her mother's book!)
-Irene Slatten who married Harry Hoffman and
moved to Ontario. Her children: Gwen, Herman and

George Slaughter, Cuthbert Caunt, Bert Cowdery,
Art Warren, Tom & Joe Caunt; Dorothy Cowdery,
Lucy & Nell Slaughter, Winnie Everett
2, Lucy Agnes, born 1904, at Epsom, Surrey, England married Dr. Thomas Caunt in 1935 at Holy Thinity
Church, Winnipeg. Lucy taught at Nord School from
September 1922 -June 1924. When my family moved to
the Eriksdale district in l922,Ihad already been to Normal School, and so I was away teaching most of the time.
However, during the school holidays the Caunt, Everett,
and Slaughter families did get together, and we had many
house parties, dances and musical evenings, especially
at Christmas time. In the summer we had many Sunday

Percy.

-Clarence Slatten who married Clara Rigby, remaining in St. Vital all their lives, and celebrating their Golden
Wedding Anniversary, plus one! Their daughter: Willma.

afternoons of family fun with ball games and so on.
I never did get to know the other Briksdale folks, ex-

SLAUGHTER

cept Emma Sigurdson, when we taught together at
Arborg.
Lucy and Thomas have two children:
Richard, born 1937. Teacher in New Westminster,
married Margaret Grieve. They have four children:
Linda, Susan, Robert and Laura.
Eleanor Lucy, born 1939 - nurse - married Donald
Brook. They have two children, Karen and David.
Eleanor took post graduate nursing in London, England

George & Jane
Came to Canada, 1907. Moved to Eriksdale, 1922. George

Slaughter, (1875 - 1966), born in Epsom, England, marriedJane Warren, (1868 - 1946), who was born near
Dorking, Surrey, England.
They had three children:
1. George Roderick (Rod), born in 1902, Epsom, Surrey, England, married Ada Dee. They had one son,
William (Bill), who lives in Ottawa. His career has been

and became a State Registered midwife. Eleanor and her
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in

family live in the state of Washington, and they are all

gangs and was at Swift Current

American citizens. Eleanor nurses in the maternity ward
at Bremerton Hospital, Wash.
3. EleanorJane (Nell) born 1907, at Epsom, Surrey,

veying equipment is in the Eriksdale Museum.) He may
have worked further west into Alberta because he was
familiar with Banff Hot Springs. When brother Alex was
crippled with a rheumatoid or arthritic condition he ar-

England. Eleanor married Archdeacon George Foy,
Archdeacon of Cornwall, who died in 1976, in Ottawa.
Nell taught at Hartfìeld School for two years. Then she
went to Beausejour to teach, and it was there that she

ranged to meet him there for treatment at the Hot
Springs, apparently with effective results.

During WWI Uncle Bill was overseas in France. I
believe his work was in surveying or engineering there
as well. We are fortunate to have copies of letters written
to Manitoba cousins during this period. After the war he
was employed for a time in the carpet department at
Winnipeg's Hudson Bay Store, then at 180 Main St.
By the mid 1920's Uncle Bill arrived in Eriksdale
where Alex was settled and operating the lumbet yard.
He started in automobile sales and ventured out into the
countryside on business calls. Eventually he attained
ownership of a garage business named Smith Motors.It
had been operated formerly by Albert WardieWard.He
sold gasoline and continued as an automobile dealer. A
1930 advertisement says he was agent for Whippet cars
and trucks, Willy's - Knight Automobiles and Oliver
Chilled Plow Co. He retained this property throughout
his lifetime although activity subsided in retirement years.
The garage was located on Railway Avenue at the southerly end. The building itself was originally used for a
creamery and owned by the Co-op. It was dest¡oyed by
fìre c. 1975-1977 and the lot is now vacant.
Uncle Bill is said to have boarded locally at Manitoba House during the latter 1920's. It was there he became acquainted with a new school teacher, Miss Mina
Russell, who was to become his bride. They were marriedJuly22, 1931, in Old Kildonan Presbyterian Church,
Winnipeg. They purchased a small house in town from
veterinarian Dr. Flook and it was conveniently located
next door to Smith Motors.
AuntMinawas born Wilhelmina Agnes Russell Ma¡ch
30, 1886 in Russelldale, Fullarton Twp., Perth County,
ON. She wa^s an experienced and well qualifìed teacher,
having taught some years in western Ontario and Saskatchewan before arriving in Eriksdale to teach high
school. She is remembered as a teacher of high standard
and expectations of her pupils, often resulting in their
success in writing provincial exams! Even in retirement
she displayed interest in the activities and progress of
the young people in town. Her community work included
membership in the Anglican Church and the Red Cross.
Her health gradually declined in the 1960's and she

met her husband, Rev. George Foy.
Bleanor and George had tr¡¡o children:
Aubrey, church organist, graduate of the College of
Church Organists, Croydon, Bngland. He is also admin-

ishator of enrollment at St. Andrew's College, Aurora,

oN.
in

1912. (Note: His sur-

Lucy, born 1947, in Winnipeg, married Francis Glenn,
1970. Lucy is a lawyer at Blenheim, ON, and Francis

is an Agriculturist, who grew corn for fodder. He has
corn crops in Chili and in Europe. Both Lucy and Francis

ile very successful. They have two children, Robert and
Margo.
The Slaughter children; Rod, Lucy and Nell all moved
away to other places. Mr. and Mrs. George Slaughter
left the farm and moved into Eriksdale, where they spent
the rest of their lives.

SMITH
William
Three generations of Smith nieces and nephews remember their Uncle Bill(William Alexander Beattie) as a kind
and courteous and gentle man. He was a meticulous
keeper of records and accounts in business and daily life.
He was a man of principle as evidenced by the story that
he considered his wa¡time salary blood monE and preferred using it for church donations to spending it on
himself. He had a dry wit and often times made observations with a twinkle in his eye. When asked how he
was cloing, a. frequent response wa.s, "I'm still in the ring!".
Uncle Bill was born August 9, 1884, at his parents'
home, 102 Kennedy St., Winnipeg. By 1889 he and his
brother Alexander were sadly left orphaned children
following the untimely deaths of their Scottish parents,
Maggie M.P. Stove (1887) and AlexanderJames Smith
(1889). Their guardianship was undertaken by a grand
uncle, Captain Gilbert Hackland, retired Hudson Bay
Co. officer at Oak Point.
In the early 1900's Uncle Bill worked out on survey
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passed way on December 29, L970,

Co. Dad decided to start Eriksdale's first lumber yard.

Uncle Bill keenly felt the loss of her passing. In his
latter months he was kindly cared for in the home of
Mae and Arne Brandstrom. He passed away November

Since the railway had arrived here in 1911, Dad was able
to build a house for his bride in 1912 with lumber han-

dled by the Tiading Co. In 1915, and on the present site,
Dad built his first lumber office. Also, in that sÍìme year,
he became the only Imperial Oil agent on this line between Winnipeg and Gypsumville - a distance of some

17,1974 in Briksdale Hospital at 90 and is buried in Eriksdale Cemetery as is Aunt Mina.

200 miles.

Dad married Mother at Seamo,June 18, 1912 and her
father performed the ceremony. My grandfather was as
Anglican minister born in England, and sent to India as
a missionary. The Rev. Smitheman met my grandmother

in India

as she had been

born there, her parents also

being missionaries. The Rev. Smitheman dedicated three

in the Interlake - St.
Lily
Bay
Cuthberts of
in 1908; St.Johns, Eriksdale and
St. Michaels, Ashern both in 1911.
churches during his ministry

Before marriage my mother had been a secretary and
a teacher. She was always an avid reader with a gifted

memory.

My brother Bill was born April 27,1913.I was born
July 17, 1915 and my sister Eileen was bornJuly 7, 19L9.

Alexander & Marjorie Smith
MyDad's parents - AlexanderJames Smith and Margaret

Dad enjoyed the outdoor life and we boys spent many
hours hunting ducks and geese, and driving in his 1929
Whippet. His other form of recreation was sports. He
was an excellent batter and played ball with a Winnipeg
team. He had the ability to hit the ball to land in any
chosen spot in the field. He skated on the homemade
rink with us, taught us to box, played tennis and badminton as well as baseball. Dad sang in an all male choir

Stove - came from the Orkney Islands to Winnipeg where

my grandfather worked for the Free Press. My uncle,
W.A.B. (William Alexander Beattie) Smith was born in
1884, a baby sister born in 1885 died nine months later
and my Dad - AJ. (AlexanderJames) was born in 1887.
His mother passed away two weeks after his birth and
his father's death came two years later, lea.ving him and
Uncle Bill orphans at a very early age. A great uncle, a
brother to Dad's paternal grandmother also from Orkney, took the boys and raised them at his home at Oak
Point. This Captain Gilbert Hackland was a retired sea
captain and Hudson's Bay mariager and long past the
age of putting up with any nonsense from two small boys.
Dad undertook a variety of jobs after spending very
few years in school. He took a barbering course and, at
the age of 17, he trapped muskrats in the area where the
town of The Pas now stands. When trapping was over in
the spring, the Indians offered any amount of money to
buy his canoes. At St. Laurent Dad bought and packed
fish for store owner Bob Kerr. Dad had an enterprising
spirit and his varied experiences in jobs and with people
from all walks of life served him well in the years ahead
in the lumber business.
While working as a clerk for the Eriksdale Tiading

at church and was a strong supporter of the United
Church. Mother also played an active role in the church.
She put on plays to raise funds when money was scarce
and took these plays to other places. I can recall Dad
acting in some of them and the costumes they wore. They
were both musical - Dad played the violin, mouth organ
andJew's harp, while Mother played the piano. For many
years Mother served as secretary-treasurer of the United

Church.

When indoor hockey and curling rinks were becoming popular, Dad offered a substantial monetary contribution if the community would get an arena built. He
had curling rocks shipped from Scotland and these he
donated to boost things along. In December 1954 these
Ice Gardens were officially opened; a real highlight for
Dad in his sunset years. He said it was his dream come

true and little did he know that it would burn to the
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ground eleven years later.
A highlight of their years together was the celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary. It was held in
the Orange Hall inJune 1962, and despite Dad's fears
that no one would come, it was well attended by the
cornruurri[y l"hey had served. They felt greatly honored.
Dad's health had been failing and in November 1962,
he passed away. ReverendJim Scott, who conducted the
funeral service in the Orange Hall said, 'A prince from
the House of Israel has fallen." A plaque on the west
wall of the United Church bears silent testimony to the
esteem in which he was held.
With Dad's death I lost a real companion, not only in
business, but in sports and hunting as well. Many times I
am reminded of Dad's profound wisdom of life. He
would tell us that we are put on this earth for a purpose,
to do the bestwe can while we are here, and to be happy
with what we are doing. He always said i¿ was eary to go
into the gttter and it þroued the strength of a real man to stay
out of it. For someone who was raised an orphan, he had
agreatphilosophy as well as innate understanding of his

fellow man. He was fair to all, honest to the core, and his
word was bond - a heritage that far surpassed any mon-

Four Generations
Majorie Smith; W.A.J. (Bíll) (holdíng Beverly),
Mrs. Reverend J.P. Smítheson

etary legacy.

Mother continued to live on her own for a short time,
then moved out to live with my sister Bileen and her
family in Vogar. As her health continued to fail, she went

into a Senior Citizen Lodge at St. Norbert, MB.
passed away in April 1972.

They attained a provincial Public Seraice Whiclelicense,
known as Knox and SrtithTransfe4 to operate on #6 High-

She

way serving Eriksdale and surrounding districts from
Eriksdale to Winnipeg and return. They hauled butter
from our local creamery, supplies for lumber yard, furniture, livestock, etc., and also Imperial Oil products,
including gasoline and oil in drums. In the early years
during the winter, they hauled fish, both fresh and frozen, from Lake Manitoba to Winnipeg. Many a cold and
treacherous trip was made through almost impassable
roads, sometimes through fields, sometimes south down
the lake - nevcr knowing what lay ahead of them.
InJune 1936, Bill and I were married in the historic
Presbyterian Church in Old Kildonan, where his paternal grandparents and other relatives are buried in the
adjoining cemetery. Our localUnited Church had been
destroyed by fire in May 1936. We made our home in
Eriksdale, 5 Third Ave. N.
In 1959 Knox and Smith purchased a bulk fuel oil
tanker, which Bill drove. He hauled fuel from Imperial
Oil in East St. Paul to storage tanks in Lundar, Eriksdale

B¡ll & Margaret Sm¡th
W.AJ. (Bill), the elder son of pioneer Briksdale residents,
Mr. and Mrs. A.J. Smith, was born in the family home
in April, 1913. He had ayounger brother, Gordon (1915),
and a sister, Eileen, (1919).

Following completion of high school in Eriksdale, Bill
spent a short time helping out at his father's lumber yard.

He had a fond wish to become a railway engineer,

as

was his maternal uncle, but opportunity did not present

itself. In 1933 he took a flying training course at Northwest Aero Marine School at Stevenson Airport, Winnipeg. He received his private pilot's license inJuly, 1933.
By that time Canada was well into the depression years
and there were no opportunities to progress to commercial flying. He came back to Eriksdale and worked locally. In 1935 trucking was starting to become the cur-

rent mode of transporting goods and services. He entered into partnership with my father,J. H. (Jack) Knox.
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and St. Ma¡tin. My dad and youngest brother, Corky,
who worked with them conlinued with the freight locally. Eventually Dad retired and Corky continued on
as Bill's partner. That arrangement carried on until 1976,
when Bill retired and the partnership dissolved.

worked for Knox and Smith for a short while. In 1962
he married SylviaThompson from Langruth, MB. They
purchased the Crystal City Tiansfer and worked and lived
there until 1975. At that time they moved to Grande Prai-

rie, AB, where they bought a motel. They lived there
until 1994, when they sold the business and inJanuary,
1995 moved to Salmon Arm, BC. They have three children; Michele, David and Tämmy, and one grandson
BrettJohnson.

In

I started working as a nurse's aide at the E.M.
Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale as a volunteer.
Soon I was asked to join the staff, which I was happy to
1961

do.

In

I

took leave of absence and attended Red
River Community College in Winnipeg and practical
training at the Health Sciences Center. I obtained my
licensed practical nurse certificate and returned to work
at our local hospital until 1972 when I was asked by Dr.
M. Fayyaz to become his office assistant. I worked in
that position untilJuly 1983, when I retired. During that
time there were several dbctors who served the area. I
thoroughly enjoyed my 22 years in the health field. I
met and worked with many lovely people and left with
1967

much regret.
Bill's health was deteriorating, as he had suffered from
diabetes sinceJanuary L962. His eyesight failed and he
deeply regretted not being able to drive, as he had always loved doing so. He passed away in November 1988
and is buried in Eriksdale Cemetery, as was his wish.
In December 1994,I moved to Lindell Manlr anew
senior's residence in Eriksdale, and am enjoying my retirement years in the company of friends.

Clinton, Beverly; Margaret & Bill Smíth

Bill and I had two children, Beverley, born in July
April 1940.
Beverley completed grade eleven in Eriksdale, then
spent two years at United College (now University of
1937 and Clinton, born in

Winnipeg). She then took nurse's training at the Winnipeg General Hospital (now Health Sciences Center),
graduating as a RN in 1959. She worked for a short while
in Surrey, BC, then in Winnipeg at the Children's Hospital. In 1962, she went to Mount Sinai Hospital in New
York City for post-graduate training. While there she met
Roger Kiendl of Brooklyn NY. They were married in
Winnipeg in October 1963,lived on Long Island for eight
years and then moved to Winnipeg in 1971 with their
two sons, Bill and Anthony. Their daughter, Lynn, was
born in Winnipeg In 1974. They continue to live there.
Bill, an attorney, is now in Seattle, WA, and Anthony,
an artist, is in Saskatoon, SK.
Clinton attended school in Eriksdale, played hockey
for three seasons with the Winnipeg Monarchs, and one
se¿ßon in Iroquois Falls, ON. He worked for Griffìth Bros.
of Bissett, MB on drilling rigs in the north. He also

Gordon Smith
Gordon Kitchener is the second son of AlexanderJames
(AJ.) and Marjorie Smith. Gordon was bornJuly 17, \9I5
and has lived in Eriksdale all his life. In 1929 when the
great depression hit, Gordon worked after school and
on Saturdays at the lumber business his Dad started in
1915.

He remembers happy times in the 1920's when his
Dad had a Model T Ford and they spent holidays at what
was known as Watson's Beach on Lake Manitoba. There
was atennis court, horse shoes and swimming - the gathering place on a Sunday for everyone, since there was
no other entertainment. AJ. also taught the boys to box
- the boxing ringbeing the kitchen and a nose bleed for
the referee to end the matchll Since there were no recrea679

tional facilities, the tennis court on the east side of their
home became a rink in winter. It was flooded with bath
water and by pumping pails of water by hand. As it was
the only rink in town, all the kids in the neighborhood
joined in the fun and put on their skates on the hardwood floor of the kitchen.
Gordon also enjoyed hunting ducks and geese with
his Dad - a sport he kept up for many years. He played
hockey until he was well into his forties, and many an
opponent still has vivid memories of charging into him
and being stopped in full stride. Baseball was another
game he enjoyed on the ball diamond east of town near

plex that was erected with mostly volunteer labour and
local donations. Since this facility was destroyed by fìre
in 1965, he again supervised the construction of the complex in use today. These community efforts did not pass
unappreciated, as, in 1978, the community surprised him
with an appreciation night and presented a plaque denoting their thanks.
After a lengthy illness Claire passed away in 1984,
leaving a deep void in his life. Since he was no longer
deeply involved in operating the lumber business, he
filled his time with sports, gardening and travelling.
On April 12, 1986, at Warren United Church, he

the cemetery.

married Myrtle Leonard (nee King, widow of Tommy

He has always been an active supporter of the United

Leonard).

Church. Since both his parents were interested in the

The years have brought to a stand still the hunting

church a¡rd in music, it left Gordon with one of his fondest

and fishing, baseball and hockey, and, they have slowed

memories. On

a

down the dancing and travelling, but, with his family

Sunday morning his mother would play

nearby, Gordon still enjoys life to the fullest.

the piano and his father would stand beside her and sing.

Today when he hears Through all the Changing
Life, he can picture them so vividly, his eyes

Scenes

of

Glaire Smith

fill with

OnJuly 17, 1939 she married Gordon K. Smith. She was
Brna ClaireJundt, daughter of PhillippJundt from Switzefland, and Helina Agnes Feist from Germany. Claire
was born November 3, 1916 at Camper, MB. Here she
was raised and educated with a grade nine standing in a
one room school. At the age of sixteen she went to work
at Eaton's mail order store in the auditing Department.
This experience proved an asset as she helped in the

tears.

Gordon enjoyed dancing so much that he never
missed a dance from the beginning to the end. He rode
his bicycle to the Lindell's barn dances where the admission was 25 cents! He also went to dances in the small
schools in the area, travelling by horse and sleigh in the

winter.

OnJuly

17, 1939, Gordon

married ClaireJundt from

Camper, at Old Kildonan Church in Winnipeg. He continued to work with his father in the lumber business

offìce very often.

and the name changed to AJ. Smith and Son in 1940. In

born in 1940; Lorne born in 1943; Carole born in 1948
and Cindy born in 1957. A baby boy born in 1954 did

She became the mother of four children: Raymond

1958 he took the business over from his Dad.

In

not survive.
She enjoyed all sports especially baseball. As a young
girl she enjoyed playing with the Camper and later Eriks-

1940 their first son Raymond Kitchener, was born

in

A daughter Carole Alexis, a¡rived in 1948, and a little boy, born
in 1954 did not survive. In 1957 a second daughter Cindy
a¡rd their second son Lorne Gordon,

1943.

dale teams.

After her marriage she devoted many hours of volun-

Diane, arrived to complete the family.
Running a business and raising a family took a great
deal of time but Gordon still found time for volunteer
community work. He served as trustee and chairman of
Eriksdale School district as well as serving several years
as chairman of the Lakeshore District Health Board. As
reeve of the RM of Eriksdale from 1969-1989 he was
awarded a twenty year pin, making him a life member
of the Union of Manitoba Municipalities. For thirty years,
from 1954-1984, he served as president ofthe Briksdale
Community Club. This tenure involved overseeing the
construction of the first skating and curling rink com-

teer work for her community through the hospital guild

and the Community Club where she helped her husband Gordon run the canteen for many years. She taught
sewing in 4-H and saw to it that her children never missed

Sunday school and that they took part in Scouts, Bxplorers and CGIT. She was a person who did everything to
perfection and liked others to do the same. We all have
fond memories of her wonderful baking. The boys remember waking up the morning after bridge parties and
going eagerly to the kitchen to eat the leftover treats.
She spent many hours gardening and canning. She
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grew beautiful flowers and shared her gardening secrets
with her family. She had a happy nature and loved a
good laugh.
In 1981 she was diagnosed with cancer, Throughout
her illness she maintained her dignity and compassion
for others. She died courageously on November 18, l9B4
and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.

Raymond & Jo-Anne Smith
Raymond Kitchener Smith, the older son of Gordon K.
Smith and the late Erna Claire Smith (nee Jundt) was
born September 6, 1940 at the E.M. Crowe Memorial
Hospital. Ray attended elementary and high school in
Eriksdale. Upon graduation, he went to Success Business College in Winnipeg where he obtained a diploma
in Accounting (Honors). In 1959, he joined his father in
the lumber supply business and Imperial Oil Agency.
Today, Ray and his brother, Lorne, continue to operate
this business founded by their grandfather in 1915 and
known now as Gordon K. Smith and Sons Ltd.
In 1967 Ray metJo-Anne Coopman, eldest daughter
of the late Adolf and Cathrine Coopman of Charleswood,
MB.Jo-Anne was born in Winnipeg and graduated from

ñ

Blair, Ray & Joanne, Tracy Smith
went to Winnipeg to attend university.
Blair attended the U of Winnipeg for two years, then
transferred to the U of Manitoba where he graduated
with his Bachelor of Commerce (Honors) Degree in 1992.
He did well in his studies while participating fully in life

at university. On graduating he received the Mrs. V.

Mclaughin Memorial Award for the highest scholastic attainment in Commerce combined with oußtanding extra-cur-

Charleswood Collegiate. She worked at the MTS for one
year prior to entering the University of Manitoba where
she completed one year of teacher training. She came to
Eriksdale in 1967 to teach Grade III and used to cash
her cheques at either Smith's or at Whitney's grocery
store as there was no bank in town at that time. It was at
Smith's that she met Ray, although he never asked her
out until curling started after New Year's.
Jo-Anne and Raywere married in the summer of 1968
by Rev.J. Wiznuk of Stonewall in the Eriksdale United

ricular actiaities ønd personal relationships with fellow studenß. After graduation Blair was employed by London

Life as a sales representative and was sent to Calgary,
AB. There he met his girlfriend,Jody Maclsaac. When
he was transferred to Kingston,

ON

as an associate

man-

agerJody moved with him, They are returning to Winnipeg (1996). Blair continues his involvement in sports
and in the community.

Church. They built their first home on a lot purchased
from Dave Surgenor in the north east part of town. At
that time, there was no road to their property and the
construction crew of Frank Williment had to drive over
a trail through the bush where Frank later built his home.
The rural municipality built the road now called 4th St.
N. that summer and this area of town quickly developed.
Jo-Anne left her teaching career to raise their two chil-

dren. Raymond Blair was born on May 30, 1969 and
Tiacy Rae-Ann onJanuary 9, I97I, both in the E.M.

Blair Smith & Jody Maclssac

Crowe Memorial Hospital. Both children attended school

in Eriksdale, taking part in sports, student council and
year book activities as well as in outside activities such
as curling, hockey, 4-H. Upon graduating from high

Tracy attended the U of Manitoba graduating in 1991
with her diploma in Dental Hygiene. After graduation
she started working at the Ashern Dental Centre while
residing in Eriksdale. She enjoys golfing in the summer

school both received the Governor General's Award and
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Ray, were always entrepreneurs. For years they delivered the daily Free Press. In summers they'd rise early
on weekends and collect empty beer bottles to sell; sold
lemonaid; mowed lawns and washed cars. They had a
box made for their wagon and called their business Smith
Brothers Const. This form of play was good training for
a life time of partnership for them as they became business partners in the family business G.K.Smith & Sons
Co. Ltd. in 1965 (See Gordon Smith).
Lorne was always a people person . He enjoyed playing hockey and curling and excelled in both. Some of
his fondest childhood and adolescent memories were

and curling in the winter as well as aerobics. She is the
treasurer of the Curling Club. On September 25, 1993
she married MichaelJeffers, son of Hazen and LilJeffers
and they are presently making their home in Eriksdale.
While raising their family, Jo-Anne and Ray were
active in the community. Ray served as secretary-treasurer for the Community Club for 28 years and both were

involved with the Community Club, Curling Club,
hockey, church and, forJo-Anne; 4-H, Hospital Guild
and Sunday School. Now business and other commitments keep them busy but still willing to help whenever
possible. Now that their family has grown up they are

visiting his grandparent's and uncle's farm in Camper.

enjoying the quiet timesto listen to their favorite music or
to take a trip for the day or longer. They have been fortunate to have had some wonderful trips including one
to Australia whereJo-Anne met her penpal of 30 years.
They look forward to seeing more of Manitoba, Canada
and the world as time and circumstances permit, meanwhile are enjoying life as it happens in Eriksdale.

locksmith and blacksmith by trade
and Lorne marvelled at how they could make and repair parts for their machinery. Many a Sunday the visit
was made complete with a delicious homemade German meal prepared by his grandmother and later by his
His grandfather was

a

AuntyJanetJundt.
Hunting trips with his brother, father and grandfather, A. J. Smith, were very much enjoyed and fondly
remembered. The game was mostly deer, geese and
ducks. Lorne began working full time at the family business

in

1962.

I, Donna Boss, was born October 13, 1946, the first
born child of Elsie and Nick Boss (See Nick Boss). I have
fond memories of growing up on the farm, riding horseback and playing with the farm animals. I can remember going fìshing on the lake with my dad and uncleJim
Weatherburn. I loved the creaking sound of the caboose
as it slid over the snowbanks, the warmth of the tin stove,
the smell of burning mitts; the hot tea and frozen sandwiches at lunch time. We children had a game we'd play
on the way home. The challenge was to run behind the
caboose and see how far you could get behind the horses
and then catch up before Dad would know you were off
the caboose. I remember going for loads of wood with
Dad from George Kaartinen's in the winter and playing
the same game.

When I was seven and my brother, Lorne, was six we
started school at Clydebank which was three long miles
away for a pair of small children. My dad built a cart
from an old car axle and attached shafts in which we

Brían, Blaine, Shane, Donna & Lorne Smíth

Lorne & Donna Smith
The Community of Briksdale has played a major role in
the shaping of our lives. Both Lorne and I (Donna) were
born in the old Eriksdale Hospital, educated in Eriksdale schools and have lived here all of our lives.
Lorne was born April 21, 1943 the second son to Gordon and Claire Smith (Jundt). Lorne and his brother,

hooked our oldesthorse, Prince, and

offl drove to school.

It was great fun in the summer, but not so comfortable
in the cold winters at which time we used an open cutter. I remember Grandpa Weatherburn would meet us
every morning on the corner where Edwin Ryden lives
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treat of cookies.

Lorne answered yes, and in the morning when I was
unable to lift my head off the pillow and had a huge
headache Lorne said, "I guess it was the gas from last

Threshing time in the fall was my favorite. It was so
exciting whenthe gangwas at our farm. I remember racing home from school and getting to drive a team of
horses from row to row of stooks as the men pitched
them on from either side. The biggest thrill was driving
in your big load and lining up to the noisy threshing

night". I had no memory of Hazen's visit but thank goodness he came and saved our lives.
We moved into our new home December, 1966. During the next six years we had three sons. Brian Gordon
wasbornJuly 7,1967 nrheEriksdale Hospital. (See Brian
Smith). D*ryIBlaine whom we called Blaine was born

machine.

October 14, 1969 and Lorne Shayne whom we called
Shayne was born September 13, 1973, were born in the
W'omen's Pavillion in Winnipeg.
Both Lorne and I were involved in many aspects of
community life. We spent about ten years working as
volunteers for the rink canteen. Lorne was president of
the community club and a board member of the Credit
Union for several years. Lorne coached hockey from
1965 until about 1986.
I have enjoyed many roles as a United Church mem-

now and check us out and send us on the last mile to
school. Again in the evening there he'd be, often with a

In 1958, our cozy world on the farm in Clydebank
with it's closely knit community life came to an end as
our family moved to the village of Eriksdale. I was hea¡tbroken to leave the farm at 12 years of age and cried for
days as the animals were being shipped and the thought

of being a town kid was horrifying.

I

somehow got

through it by promising myself to never become friends
with any of them. This lasted until the spring of 1959 at
which time Patricia (Skip) Hallson came over to our place
and asked, "do you want to go hiking to puppies pond
with me?" This tomboy and I became inseparable from
then on, We'd walk or ride to school together, Imelda
Wedensky and Walter Mackus provided us with the transportation; we double dated throughout high-school.
I began full time work as a telephone operator here

ber from Sunday School leader to Presbytery representative. I also enjoyed writing for the local newspaper and
my hobby, genealogy. I enjoy my involvement as a member of the Museum Board. Together we have taken many
trips abroad and in Canada with the lumber business.

All three boys were very involved in playing hockey
and filled their shelves with many trophies and medals.
It was a very busy but happy life style. In summer it was

in Eriksdale in the late fall of 1964.
Lorne and I were engaged in 1965. We were both
working full time and busy with dances, water skiing
behind Barry Knolls's boat, hockey, baseball and playing cards with Connie (my cousin) and Ben Gleich. Dur-

swimming lessons at Long Point, Gimli pool and later
the Lundar pool. We had a trailer tent and enjoyed many

family camping trþs and weekends. We only had one
pet during this time and it was a yellow lab whom we
called Misty. The whole family grew to love this dog.
The boys all graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate and
later moved to Winnipeg. Brian and Blaine took a business course at Red River and Shayne took computer ac-

ing this time we prepared for our marriage and took con-

firmation classes together and were both confirmed as
members of the Eriksdale United Church.
We were marriedJune 25, 1966 by Rev.Jim Scott in
the United Church. We had started to build a new home
in the spring of 1966 with Frank Malpas as the carpenter. The house wasn't ready byJune so we lived in Mrs.
Jeffer's suite which was back of the old telephone office.
The building was without plumbing and the suite only
had a kitchen stove for heat. It was here that our lives
nearly ended. Tired of waking up to a frozen water pail,
Lorne swiped a little coal from the railway tracks, filled
up the kitchen stove and off to bed we went. During the
night LilJeffers who was on duty at the switch board in
the front part of the building, smelled a peculiar smell
and when she could not wake us up called Hazen to
check it out. He broke into the suite, opened the damper
and called to Lorne to see if he was alright. Apparently

counting at Robertson Business College.
Blaine rehrrned to work for his dad in the spring of
1992 a¡rd remained there until the fall of 1993 when he
returned to Red River to take an architeclural drafting
course. In 1994 he moved to Calgary and worked at setting up his own business, supplying pistachios to vending machines. He loves Calgary and is happy he moved.
Shayne graduated in 1991 and worked at Leon's for a
few months. On May 14, 1992 he became a father to
Dyson Shayne Byron-Smith making us grandparents for
the fìrst time. Shayne worked for Loewen Windows in
Steinbach, MB. He lived there with Lisa Byron and their
son for ayeaL Lisa and Shayne separated' Shayne took
683

Services

Ltd. in

an accounting course, folIowing which he got a job

Lakeshore District Health

at Grand & Toy at Polo Park

System.

in Winnipeg where he still

On August 15, 1992,
Leana Brandstrom and
Briau wele r¡ralried. Ilr the
spring of 1994, Leana and
Brian bought their first
home, abungalow on May

lives and works.

In the spring of

1995

Lorne and I sold our home
of29 years toJean and Ron

Heroux and began building a new home at the end
of May Street. We are looking forward to living there.
We very much enjoy being

the

Street.

Matthew

Dyson Byron-Smith

grandparents and feel
huppy to be such a big part in Dyson's life and we look
forward to spending time with our new grandson, Matthew, who will be living close by.

Smith

Their first child, Matthew Alexander James
Smith, was born on July
19, 1995. Matthew is

named after his father's great-grandfather, A.J. Smith.
Brian and Leana are active in all sports, and enjoy
the beautiful countryside in the area. Brian is very active
in the Chamber of Commerce, the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #140, and the Eriksdale Fire Department.

SMITH
Sherdy & May
Sherdy was born in September 20, 1910, to Tom and
Effie Smith in Kaurshi, SK. Sherdy joined the Air Force
in 1939-40 and trained in or near Saskatoon, SK.
Susanna May was the third child born toJames and
Elizabeth Lawrence (SeeJames and Elizabeth Lawrence).
She was born at the homestead in Pineview, later known

Clydebank, on May 20,1922. May received her education at Clydebank School. Her first teacher was her
future sister-in-law, Edith Webster (Lawrence). At about
seventeen or eighteen she went to Saskatoon to work as
a housekeeper and lived with her Aunt EIla (Allen) Rose.
It was here that she met her future husband Sherdy Smith.
They were married in 1942 at Windsor, ON. Their
first two daughters were born in Windsor. In 1949 they
moved from Windsor to Manitoba, They settled in the
Nord districtbuying OscarBrandstrom's farm. Two more
daughters were born in the Eriksdale Hospital to the family while they lived at Nord.
In about 1954-55 Sherdy went to work up north on
the Dew Line which was in the northern territories. (In
the 1950's a radar line known as the Distant Early Warning (DEW) Line was constructed along the Arctic coast
from Alaska to Baffin Island. In 1957 the twenty-two station Dew Line was completed. In 1983 twenty-one staas

Brian & Leana Smith
Brian Gordon, eldest son of Lorne and Donna Smith,
was born onJuly 7,1967. He attended Eriksdale Collegiate and graduated in 1985 from the University Entrance

Program. He attended the University of Winnipeg, Arts
Program for one year. He then transferred to Red River
Community College, and graduated in 1988 with a diploma in Business Administration. He returned to Eriksdale to become the fourth generation in the family business. Brian is active in all facets of the lumber business.

Leana L1'nne, eldest daughter of Neil and Anna
Brandstrom, was born on November 2,1970. She graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate in 1988 from the University Entrance Program. Leana attended University of

Manitoba and graduated in 1992 with a Bachelor of Human Ecology, Foods and Nutrition. Leana is currently
working as the Director of Support Services for Versa
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and moved to BC sometime before 1937. Steve ran the
family hotel until 1986. He now operates his own renovations business. I work at BC Liquor Commission.
We have three children:

Lorie Ann, born November 16, 1963, married Randy
Stermer in 1984. They have two children; Daniel, born
in l9B5 and Nicholas in 1986.
StevenJohn, born May 2L, 1967 works in real estate.
Shannon Elaine, born March 6, L97I married Roland
Daw in 1993. She is an accountant and financial planner
for the Vancouver Credit Union.
2. Marlene Elizabeth was bornJanuary 29,1949, in
Windsor, ON. She attended Clydebank School and then
SirJames Douglas and Killarnie Schools in Vancouver.
Marlene keeps returning to Manitoba for visits with family and friends. In 1967 she came back and worked at
the hospital in Eriksdale for about six months. When
she returned to Vancouver she took a contometer course
and did this work until 1972. Marlene married Ronald
Poole in February 1971.
Ronald was born on September L2, 1947 in Vancouver to Marge (Erickson) andJoseph Poole who came to
Vancouver from MooseJaw, SK before Ron was born.
Ron works lbr Silver City Galvanizer. Marlene has done
seasonal work at BC Packers for twenty years.
They have two sons: TiavisJames, born February 20,
1972. Travis works at a rope factory. He became a father

Gayle, Marlene; Janice, Mae & Sherdy, Rhonda;
Brian (Sept '14, 'l 991 )
tions remained in Canada).

In 1959 the family moved to Vancouver,

BC. Here

their son Brian was born. Sherdy worked as a bartender

for his future son-in-law, Steve. They lived in Vancouver for about twenty years.
In 1980 they sold their house and moved to Richmond were they still live today, enjoying their retirement years and being near to their five children,

12

to Marlene and Ron's fìrst grandchild April 15, 1995,
whenJermonyJames was born to Tiavis andJustine

grand-

children and four great-grandchildren.
May enjoys bingo, and knitting. Sherdy enjoys the
horses and woodworking. May had worked at housekeeping and seasonal work at BC packers until her re-

Hartshorne.
Bradley Ronald was bornJune 2, 1974, and lives at
home with his parents.

3. Rhonda May was born in September 1953 and
married Dave Weber. They have two sons, Ryan, who is
seventeen and Adam, who is ten years old.
4.Janis Elaine was born in September 1955 and married Graham Hasti. They have two children, Michelle,
who is seventeen and Michael, who is 13 years old.
5. BrianJames was born in 1960 in Vancouver. On
June 18, 1983, he married Anne Riggio. They have two
children.

tirement,
Editor's note: Sherdy passed away November 1995.
The children of May and Sherdy Smith:
1. Linda Gayle was bornJuly I,Ig45 in Windsor, ON.
Gayle started school in Nord and continued in Clydebank.
I, Gayle, had just turned fourteen when we moved to
Vancouver and I gave birth to a baby boy April 6, 1960.
He (Victor Bryan Reynolds) was adopted by a Vancouver family. We were reunited in February 1990. I worked
out for a couple of years and married Steve Setynski on

SOUIRES

September 22,1962.
Steve was born

Allan & Marie

in 1937, the youngest of three chil-

dren born to Stella andJohn Setynski. His parents emigrated from Poland to Beausejour, MB in the early 1920's,

Marie D. Plantz
(Jones) Plantz.
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is the second

child of Ralph and Eleanora

I was born onJanuary

14, 1938

in my

parent's home atHackensack, Minn. Mybrother Gomer

and five years as a HCA. This was ajob I enjoyed greatly,

well. My father

In our younger years we attended the Salvation Army.

I

Allan was an Akela for four years with the Cubs. When
he was out of town I would help the Ladies Home
League. We bowled together for over twenty years at
the St. Jamcs Bowling Lanes. We enjoyed o\r sumtncr
home at Mulvihill, camping, travelling, and golfing. We
also built our retirement home in 1991 in Mulvihill, which
Allan had a year to enjoy. I am presently living in this
home to cÍury on with our hopes and our dreams.

was born December 22,

1934, there as

graduated from Northwestern Bible College

in

1945.

started school in Minneapolis, Minn. Then in 1945 we
moved to Camper where my parents did rural missionary wulk, along with Rev. and Mrs.J.L. Erickson of Ashern. They worked together at the Silver Bay Bible Camp
for years. I took my grades two-eight at New Hirsch. I

returned to Minneapolis
eleven.

In

1956

in

1952-1955 for grades nine-

I took a secretarial course

at Manitoba

Institute of Technology.
I married Allan Willa¡d Squires, second son of Willard
and Rose Squires (Sanford) onJune 22,1957. Allan was
born March 12, L940 at Lake Frances, MB. He attended

Mulvihill School during his school years. He

SOUIRES

Brad & Ruth

started

working for Herve Beroud of Camper the summer of
1955, then moved to Winnipeg and worked with his father at Kilberry Industries. In 1958 he started with Win-

PastorBrad Squires, son of Allan and Ma¡ie Squires grew
up in Winnipeg. He studied to be a Pastor at Providence

nipeg Supply and Fuel Co. as a laborer. In 1960 he became a bricklayer, and in 1970 he became Sales Rep. for
Plibrico (Canada) Ltd. In 1982 he was prornoted to MidWestern Regional Manager, a position he held until his
death November 21, 1992.

degree

College where he graduated with a Master of Divinity

in 1987.
Ruth Loeppky, daughter of Diedrich and Sarah
Loeppky grew up on a farm in Stuartburn. Ruth studied
at Providence College where she graduated with a BA
in Biblical Studies.
Brad and Ruth were married on December 18, 1982.
They lived in Winnipeg'til May of 1988, when Brad

Our marriage was blessed with four children.
Raymond, born January 10, 1958, married Ramona
Halsband on.fuly 21, 1979 at Grace Kildonan Baptist
Church, They were married by *y father, Rev' Ralph
Plantz who had also performed services for Allan and I,
and my brother Gomer and Dorothy (Crisp) on May 10,
1956. Raymond graduated from Red River Community

accepted a pastorate in Eriksdale with the Eriksdale Evangelical Free Church. He was also employed at the Eriks-

dale Lucky Dollar. Brad has been the chairperson for
the Community Centre for the past four years.
Ruth has worked at the Personal Care Home as a
nurses aid for the past five years. She was president of
the Nursery School Board for two years and has taught
the baby-sitting course in 4-H for six years. Ruth coordinated and taught in Bible Club. She has worked hard
alongside her husband in the church work as Sunday
School teacher, a board member, and in the many other

College in Business Administration. They have two children; Chris - May 31, 1973, and Mandy -June 20, 1982.
Presently, Ray is a Bank Manager with the Royal Bank
and Ramona works in a supervisory position at the CIBC.

Bradley, born December 28, 1959, married Katherine
Ruth Loeppky on December 18, 1982 at Winnipeg Bi-

ble College in Otterburne. The ceremony was done by
Ruth's brother, David Loeppky.
Fred, our third son, was bornJuly 20' 1961 and lives
in Calgary. He works there as an Insura¡rce Underwriter
and had graduated from the University of Manitoba with

duties of the þastor's wife.

Brad and Ruth have three children: Susan (June,
1985), Kristine (February, 1987) andJohnathon (May,
lee0).
In August 1995, Brad, Ruth and their children moved
to Mitchell, MB.

a BA (Honors).

Karen, our daughter, was bornJanuary 13, 1963. Presently she is a Deli Manager with Canada Safeway in
Winnipeg. She is engaged to marry Robert Sullivan this
year.

I, Marie, have been working the past lwelve years
with Continuing Care in Winnipeg, seven years as HSW
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two children; Larry (Brenda) - three children; David
(Lynn) - one child. In October 1993, George passed away.
In October 1943, Roy enlisted with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles. Tlagically, he lost his life in Germany in February 16, 1945. A marker has been placed in honor of
Roy at Nymagen Holland by the Dutch Girl Guides.
In the fall of 1946 our house burned down. Thanks to
our brother George, we rebuilt his house which was in
pieces on the home place.

In February 1950, Iris married Maurice Gagnon of

STAMM
Gharles & Agnes

Mulvihill. They have two children: Wayne (Tlacy) - three

children;Lynn (Leonard) - three children.
InJuly 1956, Archie married Lorraine Normand of

Charles A. Stamm was born in December 1880 in
Thorold, ON. In the early 1900's, he came west, working in bush camps along the way before settling in Portage la Prairie, MB. It was here where he would meet his

Winnipeg. They had six children: Darlene (Fred) - three
children; Sandy (W"Ð - two children;Jim (Michelle) two children;Brenda (Paul) - two children;Wanda (Glen)

future wife, Agnes Gray, an immigrant from lreland. She

- two children; Peggy. In February 19B9, Lori

worked at the boarding house where Dad was staying.
InJuly 1913 theywere ma¡ried atKnoxUnited Church
in Winnipeg. They made their home in a log shack located northeast of Eriksdale on SW l4-22-5W.
A year later in May, a son was born, Robert Charles.
Shortly afterwards World War I broke out and Dad enlisted, serving as a stretcher bearer/first aid responder.
When the war ended Dad came home, more fortunate

away. Three years later, Archie married Myrna Babisky

passed

ofLockport.

than some.

The next several years were very þroduct¿'¿¿ ones: in
February 1920, Rose Agnes; in October 1921, George
Alexander; in February 1923, Iris Mary; in September
1925, Roy David; in September Lg2T,Eileen and a twin
(the twin died within days); in March 1935, ArchieJames
were born.

The Stamm Reuníon 199î

In October 1942, Ronald Carl and Raymond Earl
were born. Mom and Dad adopted them a few months

In April

1957, Eileen married Louie Schultz of

later.

Camper. They had six children: Ma¡lene (Robert) - three

The six older children went to a one-room school at
Deerhill. After it burned down (on Hallowe'en night),
we went to the Knudson house until the end ofJune.

children; Cindy; Brian (Adele) - rwo children; Linda;
Donna (Neil) - two children; David.
In December 1957 Rose married Harold Walker of
Roseisle. They had two children: Karen (Brian); - one
adopted son, Alex. In April 1991, Harold passed away.
In August 1963, Ray married Shirley Nagam of
Lockport. Theyhad two children: Dawn - one child; Rick

The following school year, Birch Lake School was moved

in to replace Deerhill School. When Eriksdale consolidated, Deerhill School closed and later burned down for
the second time.
In 1939 George, enlisted for service in WWII. He
joined the Fort Garry Horse. George returned home in
November 1945 and bought a farm in the Nyland School
district. In May 1947, George married Kristine Vopni of
Eriksdale. They have five children: Carole (Leonard) -

two children: Donna (Stew) - two children; Gus (Lori)

(Simone).

InJanuary 1964, Ron married Mavis Barlin of Winnipeg. They had one son: Derrick (Patti) - one child. In
September. 1983, Ron lost his life in a boating accident.
In 1957, Mom and Dad came to Carman where I was
working. It was during the month of December that Dad

-
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passed away. He is buried

in Greenwood Cemetery in

Field, ON.

Thora (deceasedJanuary 7,1984) married Ron Proctor, Selkirk, MB (deceased) and had four children. Most
of Thora's children live in Calgary, AB.
Mylate husband, George Stamm, was born and raised
in Eriksdale. His father Charles, was one of the first settlers in the region. I believe it was about 1910 when he
took up his homestead east and north of Eriksdale on

Carman.

Mom spent the remainder of her life with Iris and
Maurice in Winnipeg, and during the summer months
Mom stayed with Harold and I on the farm at Roseisle.
Mom passed away March 30, 1976. Shc is laid to rcst
beside Dad in Carman.
In October 1992, Bob passed away.

sw

STAMM
George & Kristine

and took part in the D-Day invasion.
We were married in the St.John's Anglican Church

in Eriksdale on May 24, 1947 arid farmed on the old
Forslund place (SB 20-22-5W). After a few tough years
of farming we moved to Selkirk inJuly, 1955; where we
remained. George worked at the Rolling Mills until he

I, Kristine Vopni, was born in St. Vtal and moved to
Eriksdale on April 8, 1938 with my dad and mother Gus and Alice Vopni - and four brothers and two sisters.
We moved onto theJon Sigurdson place at SW 19-22-

5W.

14-22-5W.

George served four and a half years overse¿ß with the
Fort Garry Horse Regiment where he was a tank driver

retired.

I will always remember the first morning after we

We have five children:

a¡rived there. The plaster on the ceiling of our house
was hanging above our heads. It had been dark when
we went in there and we were all so tired we just fell
asleep. Being from the city, farming was a real challenge
in those times but I loved it and soon became adjusted.
My dad worked forJohnny Forsyth for several years

Carole, being the eldest, is married to Leonard Railton

from Selkirk. She is a mail carrier in Selkirk, while
Leonard is a bricklayer at the Manitoba Rolling Mills in
Selkirk. They live in East Selkirk and have two children'
Len, their son, is ahealth care aid atMiddlechurch Home
and Donna, their daughter, is in her last year at Red
River College for business administration and account-

transporting fish from Lake Manitoba and later he
worked hauling freight to Winnipeg and back for Knox
and Smith. He then hauled lumber for AJ. Smith and

irg.
Donna is our second daughter and is married to

Gordon.
Dad and Mother passed away at the Betel Home in
Selkirk onJanuary 6, 1981 and August 26, 1981 resPectively. They celebrated their 60th Anniversary in Au-

Stewa¡t Clouston from Cloverdale. She was a computer
and office manager for Gaynor Foods in Selkirk, but due
to illness has had to retire. Stewart farms about 400 acres
and has pigs and chickens. They live in the Cloverdale

gust of 1979.

district which is about seven miles from Selkirk. Donna
and Stewarthave two children - Richard who is entering
Red River College in the fall for mechanical engineering and Angela who has just completed her grade ten.
Gus is our next, being our oldest son, and is married
to Lori Thorarinson from Riverton. He is a civil engineer and has been living in Calgary for 15 years. Lori
hasjust completed a course for commercial travel agent.
She was a secretary but put her career on hold until the
children were in school. They have two children; Carli
is entering grade seven and Brett is entering grade two.

Duncan the eldest, (deceased September 11, 1988)
married Florence McDougall (deceased February 29,
1976) from Mulvihill after four and a half years overseas
with the army and had eight children.
Kay married Axel Landin (deceased) from Mulvihill
and have three children. She is now living in Winnipeg.
Bill marriedJoan (dcceased September 26, 1993) while
in England with the Air Force and have four children.
He is now living in Mississauga, ON.
I married George Stamm (deceased October 1, 1993)
from Eriksdale and we have five children.
Art married Helen Ogg of Owen Sound, ON while in
the Air Force and has three children and is now living in

Larry is our next son and is married to Brenda
Romaniuk from Riverton. He is a plumber and they live
in Winnipeg. Brenda was a legal secretary but preferred
to stay home after the children were born and now sells
Avon. They have three children; Caleigh is entering

Owen Sound, ON.
Roy married Ferne Stetson of PE while in the Air
Force and has three children and is now living in Barrie
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Grade 5, Melissa is entering grade four and Mitchell is
starting kindergarten this fall.

grandmother lived until Margaret (Peggy) was fourteen,
leaving her with her AuntJessie.
In 1919 at the end of the war Chris brought his bride
to Canada. They settled in Carman and here their daughter, Chrissie, was bornJune 7, 1920. In 1921 they came
to live in Macross near the lake. They lived on several
different farms only to have it sold, forcing them to move.
While near the lake Chris fished and they kept chickens
and some other animals. Peggy had a horse called Fly
which did not like Chris. Chris also kept wolfhounds.
They moved to Eriksdale after a few years and built a
home of their own. It was built on the property now

David is our youngest and is married to Lynn
Michalyshyn from Oakburn and they live in Winnipeg.
David is a service technician and Lynn is a secretary but
has also put her career on hold to be at home with their
son. Tyler is their only child and will be entering kindergarten this fall.

STOUT
Christie & Margaret

belonging to the Highways Department. A second
daughter, Rose-Marie, was born here in 1925 but she

Christie Cruikshank Stout was born October 30, 1895 in
Kirkwall, Scotland. His fatherJohn Stout, born 1863 was

died at age three months.

On March 1, 1928 a third daughter, MabelJoy, was

fireman from the Orkney Islands. He married Margaret
Rendall in 1882. She was from the Shetland Islands. They
had eight sons and one daughter. Christie, their seventh
a

born. Sometime after 1932, the Stout home burned and

they built a new home. They moved to Mulvihill and
ran a butcher shop and ice-cream parlor. A family by

child, came to Canada in

1913, at the age of 17. He travelled with his brother David's wife-to-be, Christina
Robson. Christina and David Stout settled in Carman,
MB. Christina lived to be 102 years, passing away in
May 1993.

the name of Zeleskis lived in the Stout house, while they
were in Mulvihill. Times were hard, so they moved back

to Eriksdale and Chris worked for John Sharpe and

\

LA.B. Smith.

In

Christie (Chris) claimed he originally planned to come
sooner and had made plans to book on the Titanic, but
the trip got put off a year, In February 19 16 he joined the
107th battalion in the Canadian army. He served in
France with the 2nd Canadian Engineers as a dispatch

1941 Chris again enlisted in the army and remained

there in active duty until April of 1946. His number was
H66519. He was ranked Sergeant and received a Canadian Volunteer Service Medal. After he returned from
WWII he worked on the installation of telephone lines
with Bill Fairbairn and also with Bruce Forsyth wiring
all the country homes from here to Gypsumville. Later
he went into the Memorial Foundation business which
was carried on by his granddaughter, Marlene's husband,
Larry Weatherburn.
P"ggy always kept chickens, pigs, cows and a garden,
She became noted as someone good with animals and
even acted as vet on occasion.
Chris passed away in 1982 and Margaret (Peggy or
Nanny) on October22, 1986 at the age of 89 years, Both
are buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
The children of Christie and Margaret Stout:
Chrissie (Stout) Barnes worked at Sharpe's store. In
1946 she married Lloyd Barnes. They lived in Eriksdale
for four years then moved to Ashern. Lloyd ran a taxi
business and the Ashern Cafe. Chrissie worked hard at
the cafe all her life. Lloyd also drove a school bus and
then went into the ambulance business. Chrissie died on
May 18, 1988 and is buried at the Eriksdale cemetery.
They had two children; Sharon, who married Wilfred

rider until August 1919. In a family history essay prepared in November 1994, by his great granddaughter,
Jennifer, she tells of his favorite war story; "During the
first World War grandfather rode as a messenger in the
light cavalry. He was a dispatch rider, taking messages
to front lines. One time, he thought he had gotten hit in
the back of his neck when he was riding back to camp.
He got off his horse and said, "Boys, I've been hit!" and
was holding the back of his neck. They all started to laugh.

He was hit but it was only mud that had stung him."
During one of his leaves he met his wife, Margaret
Bain Ross, who at the time was giving out coffee to the
returning soldiers. They were married April 15, 1919 in

Kirkwall, Scotland.
Margaret Bain Ross, bornJanuary 4, 1897 at Inverness, Scotland. Her father Alexander Ross, was an engine driver and her mother was Margaret Mary (Hope).
Her mother died when she was only ten days old. Her
74 yr. old grandmother took her to Ardgye and raised
her with the help of her spinster daughter, Jessie. Her
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Brandstrom and have two children Kristi and Kelli.
Edward, who married Barbara Geisler and have two

Peterson and wife Ka¡olina. He later changed his name

children, Sean and Shannon.

ship as a cabin boy, later to become a seaman, and continued for ten years. As children, we loved to hear of his

to Stromberg. At the age of fourteen, he worked on a

MabelJoy (Stout) Heroux worked at the creamery in
1946 grading eggs in the morning and was in the office

many adventures, some funny, some sad. He was known
among the sailors as handsome Carland lived up to the
saying, a girl in eaery port
Mom and Dad (Stromberg) emigrated from Sweden
to Canada in 1906, and sold their belongings to buy their
tickets. As a babe in arms, they thought I would travel
free, but no. Mother had to sell her watch for my ticket.

in the afternoon. In 1947 she married Leona¡d Heroux.
(See Leonard and Mabel Heroux).
AuntJessie Ross was born in 1860. She would be 37
years old and a spinster when her niece, Margaret, came
to live with her.
Mabel remembers that she was four when her mother
brought AuntJessie to live in Canada (that would be
about 1932). She had a house built on their property
between their house and what is nowJim Willett's house.
Jessie Ross died in 1937 atthe age of 79. Her home was
bought by the Orangemen, who added it onto their hall
and used it for a kitchen. The kitchen was later removed

So it was good-bye to Goteberg, Sweden.

Their ocean trip was stormy all the way. Food and
milk was sc¿rce on the ship. My father volunteered to
do some dangerous repair work to the ship in exchange
formilkforme. We came to Portland, Maine, USA, May
27 andtravelled by train to Winnipeg, arriving May 30.
From Winnipeg we went to stay with an aunt, Maria
Tiderman, near Teulon, MB; later had a place of our

from the hall.

own near Norris Lake where we stayed for three years. I
had a rag doll named Mollie (Malin, in Swedish), also
many snakes to play with. I liked to be my dad's helper.
I quickly learned to use some of my Dad\ language,bú
Mother soon took over teaching me proper Swedish.
By now, sister Olga worked in Winnipeg. She had

STROMBERG/JOHNSON
I am, an 84 year old, nearing my end of life, but
wishing to leave some memories of my life, my family,
and others I have known and some happenings as told
to me.
I was born in Skovde, Vastergotland in Sweden. I was
baptized a few hours after birth, as I was not expected to
live, then baptized again two months later in church and
given my names; Irma Adina Viola, My mother was
Here

Stromberg.

trained to be a barber. Olga asked us to move there, too.
Christmas, 1909 we left Norris Lake for Winnipeg.
We now were in a Scandinavian community near
Logan Ave. Dad found work, and Mom was happy to be
near a Lutheran Church and helped out at the Salvation
Army. Mother wrote poetry and had her poems pub-

Mother gave birth to; Adina, Allen and Annie, all
three died within a week of each other, during a diphtheria epidemic. I had one half-sister, Olga.
At the age of seventeen, my mother was old enough
to work up in the summer pastures where the farmers
kept their cows. The girls would do the milking, make
butter and cheese for the winter and picked and preserved wild berries. On weekends the young fellows from
the town and farms went up to visit the girls. They
brought along an accordion or two, so there was a lot of

lished in the Swedish newspaper.
After two years in Winnipeg, they heard talk of a
Swedish settlement some ninety miles north of the city
with farms available to settlers. In October 1911 we
mbved again to what was known as the fourth siding, it
being the fourth stop north of Oak Point, last named
station on the line at that time. Just before we arrived
there the fourth siding became known as Eriksdale. The
name had been voted on by the mostly English and
Swedish settlers. The English wanted to call it Lairdville.

Anna Margareta Eklof. My father, Carl Gustaf

Mr. Erikson and Mr. Laird were both early settlers. I

singing, dancing and romancing.
Early one clear morning Carl Stromberg and friends
were walking along a road, below the pasture, and Carl
heard a woman singing. It was my mother's lovely voice
Carl heard. He decided he had to meet her. So their

guess the Swedes won out.

Our first night in Eriksdale was at the homes ofJonas
and Matilda Erikson. They had four sons: Emanuel
(Mumi), Emil, Edwin and Hilmer, one daughter Erika,
who was widowed with one son, Folke. Erika later mar-

relationship began.
My father was born a Karlson, being the son of Karl

ried Otto Berg.
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Dad settled on a quarter north of town, held earlier
by one Karl Rydberg. Karl moved to live with his widowed mother and a younger brother, Oskar. Rydbergs
also had four daughters: Mary, Gunhild, Ruth, and
Dagmar. Here we had a log cabin with a mud floor and
a shed for our oxen.
We had good neighbors; a Norwegian family, Alex
and Anna Knutson. The following year Alex's brother,
Andrew and family came from lowa, SA. At this time
the government gave monies for a cow and chickens.
Before our money came our dad exchanged work with
the neighbors for milk and eggs and Mom helped out
doing sewing. Dad did work on the school being built

baby. She was forty-four years old.
Our teacher was Nora Zatyna, a Spanish girl. We were
practicing for our spring concert. Mother came to the
concert. It was her last outing. She died suddenly the

end of May and naturally the baby died, too. It happened so quickly. Mrs. Sigurdson, the midwife, said the
baby had hrrned into such a position that mother suffocated. Her funeral was conducted by Pastor Kastberg
who was visiting at the Knudson home.
I then had to leave home and go to live with Olga in
Winnipeg. I became very homesick. Olga brought me
home not intending to stay long.

M"È"

Helmer changed

her mind and didn't want her to leave. Helmer had been

drafted for war service and would have to leave before

one and a half miles to the west. The school was fìnished
in 1912, and called Nyland, meaning new land in Swed-

Christmas.

It was now

ish. Our first teacher came from Bngland. She taught us
to say haitch for H. Our second teacher corrected that.
Our mother organized the first ladies aide in the district.

1918.

I

was not huppy at home; nothing

was the same any more. Influenza became a big medical

problem. There were many deaths, in some cases entire

A theology student was sent out by the Lutheran
Church, in Winnipeg, to hold services during the summer months. The student mostly stayed with Mr. and
Mrs. Oskar Lundmark.
Our first Christmas concert was in 1912, also. The
children got to help trim the tree, and my dad was Santa
Claus in a bearskin coat, red toque and mitts.

families.

The Armistice came in November that year. Olga's
Helmer would be home in six months. By now Dad had
a tractor and was breaking land.

September and a new teacher, Miss Hetherington, an

old maid and we loved her.
A church was being built across the road from the
school. Even when it wasn't fìnished we had our services and other do's there.
In 1919, Olga got the flu and was very ill. Many had
been paralyzed ot died the year before. We were all

Later, our house got moved to a more sheltered place
where we had a nice yard , garden, and a special spot for
picnics.

InJune of 1913 I was having my Saturday night bath
in the wash tub when Helmer Lundmark and another
lad walked in. I was so embarrassed! Mom quickly
wrapped me in a towel. Helmer then introduced his

afraid.

The men were returning from overseas, times were
bad, no jobs and wages were low. Farmers lost money

friend as OttoJohnson. His family had just moved to a
quarter near town. No way could I guess I would marry
Otto one day. I was seven and he was 15.
The next year, Olga came home for her twentieth
birthday. Helmer Lundmark seemed to like her as he

growing seed grain and other produce.
In May I lost my dearest friend, Ellen Hollander. Six
of us girls from school wore white dresses and carried
her coffin.
June brought a terrible hail and wind storm. We lost
the roof from our house and shed. Windows too, were
blown out. Helmer, who was back home, together with
his brother Magnus, helped my dad repair the damage
of the storm.
Helmer and Olgamarried inJanuary 1920 and moved
to Helmer's homestead. Dad went away to work and I
had to live at Olga's.
By now I was fourteen and attending confirmation
classes along with fìfteen other teenagers. We had our

always managed to be around when Olga was at home.
Then came August of 1914 and the WWI. Folks said,

"Oh it won't last long." Weeks turned into months, then
years. The men began to leave to enlist, and were sent
to England to train. The war raged on. Some men from
the area were killed or wounded. Hand knitted socks
and mitts were sent in parcels overse¿N. There was talk
of conscription for men over eighteen. The women were
required to register to be able to vote for the fìrst time in
the next election.
We had now learned our mother was expecting a new

confïrmation rites September 12, 1920. Our pastor was
Bernt Hokanson. It was the last time he officiated at the
691

church. He returned to Sweden.

Henrietta married William Pea¡son and they lived in
Winnipeg. They had many people from Eriksdale stay
with them at times.
Otto and I managed well through all those years.
There are so mariy memories. For our fìrst born, Otto
wantcd a boy and so it was. The nurses said, "Isn't he
beautiful?" Then as others came along I realized they
were alljust as beautiful. Theywere much alike, still also
different, each in their own way, born healthy and all

Otto Johnson would come visiting at Helmer and
Olga's whenever he was home from work. I knew that I
loved him. Other swa.ins did come around, too.
A new neighbor moved to the east of us. He was
Gustof Berg from North Dakota, a bachelor and ajovial
guy; who liked to play whist. Other neighbors now were
Andrew and OlgaKvalheim, Carl and ClaraWinnberg,
and the Peter Rawn family.
Helmer and Charlie Johnson, Otto's brother, went
north to trap. Everything at home went wrong. A heifer

loved.
My dad, Carl Stromberg died in Erilsdale, 1949. Olga,

due to calve turned on her back; we were glad Otto
Johnson came to help. The sow had trouble farrowing.

my sister in 1953.
Irma and Otto's family of seven, an oddity that all

Magnus came over and butchered her. We sold the carcass to the butcher in town. Spring came and the boys
were home from trapping with very little luck.
I couldn't handle the farm work any more. I went to
Winnipeg to work for an Bnglish couple named Hassells.

with the letter V:
Vernon married Laura Penrice from Holland, MB
raised five girls. They live in Cochrane, AB.
Viola married Ab Switzer from Elm Creek, MB. Together they have eleven children. They reside in Winnipeg. One son passed away in 1994.
Vilma is married to Bob McGowan from Carman;
raised three boys and one girl. Bob is deceased, and
Vilmalives in Richmond, BC.
Vidor married; has two sons and has recently moved
from Kelowna, BC, back hometo Briksdale.
Vennard is ma¡ried to Lois Bjornson from Winnipeg
and have two daughters. Vennard will be retiring from
BC Feny service in 199.5.
Vivian married AlJenkins of Winnipeg, has a family
of two girls and three boys and they live in Blue River,

She fired me for putting cold

seven names begin

milk on her porridge.

By now quite a few Eriksdale people were moving
away. Olga asked me to come home for the summer,
but I really liked the city. I knew that Otto would be
there for the summer, too, so I went back to the farm.
In the fall, Helmer and Olga sold their farm and
moved to Kenora and later to Kirkland Lake, ON. In
L932, a daughter, Helen Margaret, was born to them.
After the sale (192a) Otto and I decided to get married. He borrowed ahundred dollars to finance the wedding. What a way to start!
Otto was born in Brunflo,Jamtland, Sweden; eighth
child oþhan l.Johnson and Sophia Karlsdotter. In early

BC.
Verda's husbarid is PatMcAffer of Kenmore, BC with

four daughters and one son. Pat is a pilot.
Otto and lrma lived in Eriksdale until 1941, on the
homestead originally taken out by Otto's brother,
Charlie. Otto's sister, Anna Zetterberg's daughter, married Carl Erikson, son of the former Mary Rydberg.
Sophie and Carl have two children and reside in the
Vancouver area in BC.
Irma passed away inJanuary 199,L

1912, CharlieJohnson returned to Sweden to bring back

the rest of their family. He had his ticket to return to
Canada on the Titanic, butwas delayed. His mother said
it was God's will. The parents, withJosephine, Henrietta,

and Otto, arrived in Winnipeg, October 1912, came to
Eriksdale in 1913, The Lundmark and Erikson boys
helped build their home.
Mrs.Johnson (Sophia) died of a stroke at 66. Her husbandJohan died in 1945 at 92.Johan lived at Henrietta
Pea¡son's after leaving the farm and later at Ernest and
Bmma Hollander's until his death. Cha¡lie never married. Later years he moved to Carman, MB where he
died at 81.

STUART
Nelson & Dorothy
Dorothy (Dot) and Nelson were both born in Rosebank,
MB.

Sister Anna married Helmer Zetterberg, had two chil-

dren. A son died as an infant. Their daughter, Sophie
Beda, married Ivar Thyrere, and lived in NewJersey.

Nelson is the youngest son of the lateJessie and Sam

Josephine married Nils Nelson and lived many places.

Shrart. He married Dorothy Dickey, the youngest daugh-
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ter of the late Lillie and Hugh Dickey in 1936.
We lived in many different places as Nelson worked
on the CNR Section. We moved to Eriksdale inJuly 1953.
Nelson was the Section foreman there. We lived in the
Section house just west of the Hospital for fifteen years.
We have a son Garry, born in 1940 and a daughter
Faye, born in 1946. Gany completed grade eight to grade
11 in Eriksdale. Faye took most of her elementary and
her high schooling there too.

in 1964 and now lives in Toronto working as a secretary
a law firm.
Garry spent 34 years in the forces, retiring as a Warrant Officer inJune 1992. They now live in their home
in Abbotsford, BC. For the past two years he has been
working for the government as Supervisor of a Rada¡
for

site on the Dew Line. He's there two months, then home
two months.

Faye lives in her home here in Winnipeg. After leaving school she took a secretarial course and has worked
ever since. At present she is at MEP Environmental Products. She was married in 1981 and divorced in 1985.
Faye has one daughter, LeAnne, born in 1964. She
trained in Day Care and later took a secretarial plus computer course. She married Deo Tecson in May, 1990.
They have a son, Matthew, born in August, 1991, whom
we cherish very much. They reside in Winnipeg. Her
husband works as a mechanic for Air Canada.
At this time we are residing in the St.James Kiwanis
Lodge. There are recreational activities held here in the
Hall or Lounge. I am still active with the Order of the
Eastern Star. At present we belong to St. James Chp.
#25 but are planning on affiliating with Patricia Chp.
#8.

There was no curling or skating rink when we moved
there but we saw two rinks built; the first one burned
down but another and better one was built. We were
both avid curlers. I loved going to all the bonspiels
around. We also loved to dance and attended many, held
the first number of years we lived in Eriksdale.
I worked in Hallson's store part-time for a number of
years until they sold out. I then went to work full time
for L. Whitney's Red and White store. After working
five years there I caught Virus Hepatitis and had to retire. I missed this so much as I loved working with the

public. Eriksdale is such

a friendly town and has grown
and prospered so much since we first moved there.
Nelson retired from the CNRin 1968 due to his health.

We bought a home in Eriksdale retiring there for a
number of years. Our home was sihrated in the NE part
of town on the corner of First Street North and Third

Avenue.

We lived in Eriksdale for 26 years and it

will always

be home to us.

It formerly belonged to Don and Norma

McBwen.
We renovated our home which we loved. Nelson loved
his garden where he spent many hours.

STUART
Robert & Family

We belonged to the New Horizon's Club and to Fi
delity Chp. #65 Order Eastern Star. We took part in most

Robert Alfred (Bob) and his wife, Irene Mary ( Sellen)
moved to Eriksdale in the summer of 1973. Bob was born
in La Riviere and grew up in the Warren - Argyle area.
Irene grew up in the Springfield - Tianscona area. They
moved here from a small ten acre hog farm at Oak Bank,
MB. They bought a hog farm (Section N l\2 27-21-5W)
owned by the late Bob and Helen Bvans about one and
one half miles south of Eriksdale just off #6 Highway.
The only people we knew in Eriksdale were Audrey and
Bill Kinkead and their boys. The two families lived across
the road from each other in Argyle for many years. Bill
and Audrey were God parents to Linda and Lee Stuart
and the two families' children played together for years.
It was on a visit to Eriksdale to see the Kinkeads that
Bob and Irene heard of a hog farm for sale and moved
to Eriksdale.
Bob and Irene had four children: Kerry, bornJuly 18,

community affairs.
Nelson is a Past Master of the Masonic Fraternity. He

joined Harry Wood's Lodge #164 in 1961 a¡rd served as
Worshipful Master in 1973. The Lodge had to close in
1991 at which time Nelson and other members transferred to Viking Lodge #175 in Gimli. At this time Nelson still belongs there.
Due to our health, we sold our home to Vide Appleby

in October 1979 and moved to Winnipeg.
After Garry finished school he joined the Air Force,
training in Radar. He completed his grade 12 at night
school and has taken many different courses while with
the forces. He ma¡ried Margaret Cain in 1961, and they
have lived in many parts of the world. They have two
daughters, Gail, born in 1962. She now lives in Surrey,
BC, and plans to marry in October 1994. Susan was born
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1957; Linda and Lee, bornJuly 27, 1959 and Kelly, born

August 20, 1964. They also took in two foster boys at
approximately four and eight.
Maurice and Roy Seenie were from the Roseau River
Indian reserve Ojibway Tiibe. They went to school in
Oakbank and Eriksdale and lived here until lhey turuetl
eighteen and sixteen, then moved to Winnipeg. Maurice
sadly passed away at 35 years old. Roy lives in Ontario

with his wife, Deloris and three children. He comes back
to Eriksdale every year or so to see his foster family.
Kerry Stuart finished school here then moved to Calgary in 1979 to become a heavy equipment operator. He
ma¡ried Grace Sherbeth from LundarJuly 31, 1981. They

Robert, Kelly, Lee, Linda, Kerry & lrene Stuart

have a daughter, Brittan/, born November 1985. Kerry
and Grace moved to Winnipeg in 1988. Kerry contin-

Sarah, and Gillian. Jamie is the first born boy and the
fìfth generationJ. L. Wainuríght Linda has since shown

ued to work on the heavy equipment for a couple of
years, then took a meat cutting course and worked as
the assistant meat manager at Penner Foods. Grace
worked as the service manager of Comcheq Services.
Michelle Lundale, Kerry's daughter from a previous relationship, also lived with them and worked in Winnipeg.

In

their horses to provincial championships specializing in
reining. Linda also loves curling. (SeeJohn a¡rd Linda
Wainwright).
Kelly fìnished high school where he was very active
in all sports. Kelly was nine when the Stuart family moved
to Eriksdale so he took most of his schooling here. He

1995 they moved to Kamloops, BC.

Linda and Lee started riding horses at the age of ten.
When we moved to Briksdale at the age of 14, we started
riding horses for other people. Between about 1978 and
1983 Linda and Lee broke and trained over 100 horses
for people from as far north as Steep Rock and as far

worked with his dad on his hog farm for a few years
after fìnishing school, then worked for the highways departrnent in Eriksdale for three years. Kelly started dating Ruby Knox (Driscoll). In about February 1986 he
moved in with her and her two daughters, Theresa and

Woodlands.
Lee fìnished high school i¡ 1977 and became a nurse's
aide at the E. M. Crowe Memorial Hospital in 1978. In
the fall of 1984 Lee moved to Oak Bank, then married
Tim Downes in the spring of 1985. They bought some
property and built a house close to Beausejour. Lee

Wendy. Kelly and Ruby were married in December 1987.
They have a daughter, Megan, born December 12, 1988.
They both loved horses and have built a horse fa¡m to-

south

as

gether. They applied and were awarded a PMU contract in 1991 and stand 60 mares on line. They have private sales for most of their foal crop and a¡e well known
in the horse industry across the province. They select a
few of their well-bred horses to train and show provincially every year. Kelly also loves curling and golfing in
his spare time. Ruby's girls, Wendy and Theresa, now
have families of their own. Wendy lives in Arborg with
her husband, DavidJones, and daughter, Sarah, born
July 8, 1992. Theresa lives at home with her daughter,

vet's assistant for two years and worked as a
nurse's aide at Seven Oaks Hospital for eight years. Lee

worked

as a

is divorced and is now raising her three boys in Eriksdale. Richard, born February 3, 1987;Jeffrey, born March
14, 1988 andJason born August 15, 1993. She enjoys
training and showing horses and obedience training with
her dogs. The boys enjoy skating, horseback riding and

Andrea, born December 13, 1994.
Bob and lrene were divorced a few years after moving to Briksdale. Bob remarried Barbara Benedictson
(Yetman) from Lundar in 1980. Barb worked atthe Bank
in Lundar for 16 years. They have retired on a few acres
subdivided off their original farm. Barb has three daughters, Lois, Norma andJoAnne. Lois finished school in

baseball.

Linda also finished school in 1977 and worked at the
Havakeen Lunch for a year. She started working at the
Eriksdale Personal Care Home when it was opened in
1982 as a nurse's aide. She was a 4-H leader for the horse
club for several years before her children were born. In
1984 Linda married John Wainwright, son of Les and
Margaret Wainwright. They have three children:Jamie,

Lunda¡ and then worked in a Bank of Commerce in
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Winnipeg. She married Keith Cook of Komarno where
they live and farm with their four daughters, Melissa,
Christy, Rachelle and Megan.
Norma quit school in Lundar in grade ten, then got

in the area. Linda married Keith Zimmerman and they
live near Ashern. Mickey ma¡ried Debbie Lafraddi and
lives in Ashern. Marie married Ron Caldwell.
Gladys married Henry Mackus and had one son.

her grade 12 equivalent and now works as a Psychiatric
Nurse at Brandon Mental Health Facility. She ma¡ried
Wayne MacMillan from Ochre River. They live in Brandon, MB with their two boys, Trevor and Brody.
JoAnne has lived and raised her son Terry Robert
Benedictson in Eriksdale since finishing school.JoAnne
married Franz Engelberg on August 6, 1994.JoAnne has
worked at the Co-op in Eriksdale for approximately ten
years. (See Franz &JoAnne Engelberg).

Gertrude married George (Chic) Miljure and had two
daughters and five sons: Violet (married William
Saunders), Richard, Gordon, Percy and Lorne. Valerie
married Andy Mikula. Sidney married Shirley Bernett.
Most of the children have lived in the area throughout
their lives.
Victor married Hanna (Babe) Penny and had a son,

tevor,

and

a

daughter, Ann, who ma¡ried Peter Godfrey.

STURGESS FAMILY
George & Lavina Sturgess
George (1877-1938) was born December Ll, L877 in
Northamton, England to George Sturgess and Eunas
Clark. He came to Canada in 1889 as a Barnardo Boy.
He later settled in the Poplar Point/Highbluff areawhere
he met and married Lavina Maclennan. He opened a
hunting lodge in the area and was to have guided for the
Duke of York in 1901, who later became King George
the fifth. Sturgess Lodge later became Bluebird Lodge
and was still standing in 1990. He moved his family to
the Eriksdale area in 1903 along with his father-in-law,
Joseph Maclennan, and Joe's sons. The four of them
held Patent on 6-22-7W. He held the Patent for SE 6-227W he served with the overseas expeditionary force in

Victor & Hannah Sturgess
I (Victor) was born on May 1,1922 in a small shack called
home on NW 4-22J. Mrs. Cook was Mom's midwife. I
was the youngest son born to George and Levina Sturgess

and the second youngest of thirteen children. Things
were tough but we were always a happy family. My dad
was a great hunter arid gardener and mom was great at

w.w.I.

patching.
I got my education at Macross School, walking three
quarters of a mile to school. I sta¡ted school at five years
old and had my grade eight finished one month after I
turned thirteen. School was no problem but money at
that time was scarce so it was out to work for me.
At age 10, during the summer holidays I raked hay
for Henry Babkirk for five dolla¡s a month. In winter I
hauled manure for Murrays for twenty-five cents a day.

George and Lavina Sturgess had 13 children, three of
which died as small children.
Eva married SwainJohnson, had two sons and later
moved to BC.

Elizabeth (Liz) marriedJackJohnson and had two girls
and a son.
Ted married ThudyJulian and had a daughter.
Archie never married and farmed the familyfarm until

The winter I turned thirteen I stayed at home with
Mom and Dad and hauled hay with horses from about

the 1960's.
Clarance married Olive Ranson and had one daugh-

three miles away. I worked at hauling wood for the school
for $t.25 a cord and hayed on Birch Island. When I was
about fourteen I helped my uncle, Mac Blue, bring cattle and horses back to Scotch Bay from Peonan Point.
The cattle had been taken there due to the wet years at

ter.

Nellie married Wes Mason and lived atTennyson into

the 1960's.
Edgar marriedJean Cyrenne and had three girls and
a son.

Marlene married Vernon Parkes and they still farm
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home. There was a trail west of Homebrook (west of St.
Martin) and there was a place at that time called Hell's
Bend and you could leave in the morning, travel all clay
around it and camp that same night a mile or so from
where you started with the horse and wagon. My uncle
Mac rode in the horse-drawn wagon. He tied a horse
behind the wagon which the other horses followed (about
ten of them) and I rode on horse-back keeping the cattle

while and then as an egg grader in the Eriksdale Co-op.
She also kept house for many different people in the
area, living with them at the time. She was a good worker
and loved to be with people.
I bought SE 7-22:7W and together we started to farm.
We had love, three cows and four horses. I was given a
pension of $26,50 a month. We tried, but were always
running into problems on the farm that proved to be too
much for both of us. During that first year Babe got the
measles and as a result we never had any children of our
own so we put in for adoption. Things got worse for us
health wise and in 1958 we moved to town just after we
had built a new barn. During this time Babe worked as a

herd of about fifty head moving.
In 1938 I worked at Minnedosa from April until October for thirty-five dollars a month. I fished with Freddie
Kaartinen and Teddy Gregoire and lived in Dog Town.
In 1939 and 40 I stayed again at Dog Town with Fred
and Ted (fishing) and in the spring of 1940 Tèd and I
went to join the army as there was just no work, no money
to be had. Ted got in and I returned as I was too young,
In three weeks time, I tried again and got in (stretched

clerk in the Co-op store with the manager, Ron
Appleyard.

In

1960 we took over the farm again because we

didn't

get any payment for it.

the truth).
I got my basic training at Huntington, PQand from
there went to Montreal, Three Rivers, Longquel, Sorrel
and back to Montreal; then to Camp Borden. Driving
and maintenance was my job so I went to the demonstration troops for about six months. There I became a
Non-Commissioned Offìcer (NCO). The government set
up a camp at Dundurn, SK and when I went to Dundurn
I went back to the demonstration troop. They put me on
staff and I stayed at Dundurn for about a year and a half.
I don't recall the dates but I became a corporal and then
acting sergeant. I went overseas in the fall of 1943 and
when the roll was called our old Major stepped up and
said he wanted me and my friend Thevor Tobiason for
his staff again, so another year of instruction followed.
Went to Europe before Christmas of 1944 and got
wracked up on February 12 of 1945.I was hospitalized
in Germany, moved to England and on I|l'fay 24, 1945,
back to Canada. I was in and out of hospital until 1947.
During this time I had four operations on my leg and

Trevor & Anne Sfurgess ('1965)

In

1963 our adoption came through and we got Tlevor,

who was only sixteen days old. What a thrill! Babe was
dancing on air. Notwanting to bring one child up alone,
we applied again and in 1965 we got Ann, who was a
seven month old sweetheart.

The Macross School closed in about 1967 and Tlevor
and Ann had to go to school in Briksdale. They were the
first pick-up and left at7:30 AM because we were the

three on my arm.
I joined the Legiou h 1947 and have been an active
member ever since. I worked in Winnipeg for awhile
and in 1949 I bought myself a brand new truck. When I
canre back to Eriksdale I began hauling cream from west
of Eriksdale. I met Babe in 1947 and we were married
on December 9, 1950. We had lived all our lives only
about ten miles apart but had never known each other.
Hannah Devina Agnes (Babe) Greig was the daugh-

farthest from town.

I became a spare bus driver for

the

school division for the next 19 to 20 years. Although the
school closed, the district continued to have their Annual Old Time Picnic at the school site until it was burnt
down in the early 1970's. Babe and I looked after the
supplies for the booths.
We tried to give Tievor and Ann all the things we
never had a chance at. Ann became a beautiful figure
skater and tevor played hockey throughout his school

ter of Hannah (Harley) (Penny) Greig born onJuly 5,
1930. As a young woman she worked in Winnipeg for a
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years. Babe and

.

I worked side by side ts make it better

Trevor

SUNDBERG

--John&Emma

for them. We only had one car and sometimes we had to
come and getAnn ten minutes early so Tievor could get
to his hockey game five or ten minutes late in Ashern.
In 1978 we could not handle it any longer, so again
we moved to town. tevor and Ann finished school and
I continued to drive the school bus and Babe looked
after the school division office. We also took care of the
cemetery and the McEwen Park.
In 1989 we retired from everything. I had to have an
artificial knee and Babe developed health problems.
Ann married Peter Godfrey and they have three
sons.(See Don and Peggy Godfrey).

John Eric Sundberg was born December 7, 1866 in Stockholm, Sweden. He died on October 23, L934 in Eriksdale. He married Emma Marguerite Sjogren who was
born in 1877 in Sweden and who died in 1960 in Kenora.
John emigrated to Canada in 1902 where he settled

in Winnipeg. He married Emma in 1904 and they
homesteaded on NW 6-21-5W in 1906 and built their
home the following year.
John was a carpenter and a bricklayer by trade. He
worked most of the year away from Home. One of his
jobs was on a power plant in Rainy River, ON.
Life was hard on the farm and Emma would have to
tie her kids on the roof while she went to get the mail
and supplies. Often she would wade through waist deep
water and walk long distances to the nea¡est post office.
One year a bear came and ate her entire potato crop.

& Yvonne (inset Justin)

Líly Paynter, Beatrice Garrity, Helen Greene

Thevor works and lives in Winnipeg. He has one son,

The Sundbergs had several children: Chris, Lillian,
Helen, Gladys and Beahice.
Chris married August Olsen of Eriksdale and they had
three children; Erving, Myrtle and Irene. They lived on
August's homestead on SB 32-21-5W for some time. Then
they moved to Kenora and lived there 'til they passed

Justin who is nine years old. Tievor married Yvonne,
June 22, 1996.
Babe passed away suddenly on October 17, 1994 and
is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery. Babe was a Legion
Auxilary member since 1957. She was a very keen member of ITC for the past eight years. She took great pride
in her home, children and grandchildren and was very
generous with her love and care of us all.
Victor passed away May 1996..

away.

Lillian married Bill Holmes of Strathclair, MB. They
had ¡¡¡o children: Bernice who died young, and Francis.

Francis had one son named Trevor, who lives in Ontario. After Bill died it was some time before Lily married Roy Paynter. He owned a store in Tirntaloon, SK.
Lily lived there until Roy's death. She now resides in
Strathclair, MB.
Helen married Bob Greene and now lives in San Francisco. Gladys married Bill Wilson and had two children,
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Ilene and Carol. They lived in Kenora.

who helped farm and who then became

a

medical sales-

man. He was six years older and passed away onJuly 3,

Beatrice (See Beatrice Garrity).

1981.

Kathy has many fond memories of school including
teachers: Miss Bruce, Miss Royal and Miss Edwards.
Briton School.
She often rode to school on @teenieor was driven by her
parents in the buggy. In 1945 Kathy attended the Ashern School while her parents owned a cafe where the
present Chicken Chef stands. She finished school in Ashern as her parents owned the cafe for seven years.
The family moved back to the farm and continued in

Kathy attended Tennison School

as

well

as

the dairy business until 1964 when they moved to the
town of Mulvihill. In 1968 Kathy started working at the
Briksdale Hospital. She remained there for fìve years and

then continued living and working in Eriksdale doing
odd jobs, such as gardening and snow - shovelingfor the
church. In 1986 Kathy moved to Winnipeg where her
step-mother Margaret Hyde, presently lives. Her father
had rema¡ried in 1985 as her own mother had passed

The Children of John & Margaret Surgenor
May (Babkirk), Tom, Jack, Jím, Anna (Thiessen),

David

on in 1972. Kathy has fond memories of the exceptional
care given by her mother. Her father passed away in

SURGENOR FAMILY

1989 and is at rest beside his first wife at the Briksdale
cemetery. Kathy keeps in

Henry, May & Kathy Babkirk

touch with her

stepmother and several relatives who reside in the city
of Winnipeg. Kathy returned to Eriksdale after

Kathleen Margaret Babkirkwas born on August 19, 1928
at Eriksdale Memorial Hospital to parents Henry George

Babkirk and May (Surgenor) Babkirk . Kathy's paxents
farmed, raising both cattle and sheep. Kathy greatly en-

joyed the lambs as a child and began to help with the
milking at the age of thirteen. Kathy had a brother Cliff,

living in Winnipeg for two
years, she preferred the atmosphere of a small

town.

Kathy Babkirk

Kathy has always attended the United Church and in recentyears also joined
the Evangelical Free Church in Briksdale. Kathy is a

member of several clubs including the Birthday Club,
the UCW, the Red Cross and the Citizens Club (New
Horizons). Although Kathy never married she has numerous hobbies and activities including, knitting and
crafts, gardening, dancing, bingo and enjoys visiting

:

friends.

Tom & Audrey Surgenor
There was an exodus of people from Northern Ireland
to North America in the early 1900's. They immigrated
because of hardship and hunger caused by a major potato famine. The land in the Interlake, which the Canadian government was making available at low cost to

t
Henry & Mary, Clifford, Kathy Babkirk
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Meanwhile, Tom as the oldest brother, had farmed
the home place until he met and married a school teacher
and moved away for a few years. That chapter of the
family history began when Audrey Wyatt came to the
Interlake in 1933 to teach at the South Head School right
after graduation from the Manitoba Normal School which

was then located at Dauphin. She was born 1911 and
raised in Neepawa, MB. She was the daughter of Robert
and Annie (Bartlett) Wyatt, both of British extraction
(Bngland and Ontario).

Audrey taught at South Head for two years, then
married Tom on October 1, 1935, in Neepawa. After
spending the winter on the Surgenor farm they moved
to Ladner BC. Their first child AudreyJoyce, was born
in Vancouver in 1937. After returning to Eriksdale for

Tom & Audrey Surgenor (Oct 1980)
immigrants, gave them hope of a better future. Many of
them settled on small farms in the areas between and
around Briksdale and Ashern. The Surgenors were one
of those families.
When his family came in 1909 from Taylorstown,
County Antrim Northern lreland, Tom Surgenor was four
years old. He, his parentsJohn and Margaret Surgenor,
and his sister May seven, found a house on Henry Ave.
in Winnipeg, then a thriving section of the city. However, the mother and children had to return to Ireland
soon after because of Margaret's ill health.John, a stonemason by trade, stayed and worked.
Five years later his family came back to stay and, in
1914, registered a homestead on SW 22-22:7W, in the
South Head School district. (Three other families from
Ireland built their homes on the adjacent corners of their
quarters and the crossroads became known as Irish Corner.)John continued to work out, mostly in Chicago and
Winnipeg. The Manitoba legislative building was one of

another winter on the family farm, they again went west-

ward and Tom found work in a salt plant in Waterways,
AB. In 1939 Noreen Faye was born in nearby Fort
McMurray. In 1941 they moved back to Neepawa where
Tom found work in the CIL salt plant. Wayne Thomas
was born there in 1942, andfour months later the family
moved back to Eriksdale to stay.

They bought (fromJohn Blue) a little country store
about 12 miles straight west of Eriksdale. The following
year they closed it and sold the building to the Beckmans
in Clydebank. They moved it to their farm and it became their house. Tom and Audrey bought the two quarters just west of the store (SW 4-22:7W and

NW 33-21-

7W) and started farming. In 1945 Carol Fern was born.
Although Audrey never really enjoyed farm life, Tom
did, and together they worked hard, raised their four
children and were active in the community. Bducation
was always a high priority with them both and they made
sure all four children received every learning opportunity possible. Their three daughters all became teachers

the major structures he helped build. Meanwhile,
Margaret bore and raised their six children (Muy,
Thomas,John Alexander,James, Anna Eileen and David
Robert) on the small farm composed mainly of rock and
bush. It was a hard life.
In 1928 the family moved a few miles south, to a second farm (5832-22:7W) in the NW corner of the Scotch
Bay School district, closer to the lush hay lands along
Lake Manitoba. John died in 1933 at the age of 51.
Margaret stayed on the farm until her health started to
fail, then moved into a small house built for her in Tom's
yard. Later she lived for a time with May at the Babkirk
family farm in Tennyson, and finally died in the Eriksdale Hospital (1955) at the age of 73.

journeyman carpenter.
Although Macross School was administercdby an of

and their son,

a

ficial trusteein the department of education in Winnipeg,
Tom was the local contact and looked afier things in the
district for them. He and Audrey often co-ordinated
church services in the school (led by the Anglican Bishop's Messengers) or in their own home if roads or weather

ruled out back road travel. The Surgenor home was some-

times used for community meetings and card parties as
well. In later years the annual school picnic and ball tournament was held in a corner of their hay quarter, across
the road and about a quarter mile west of the farmstead.
Tom was instrumental in organizing the Eriksdale
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University, now insurance agent and provincial magistrate, Lundar;JulianaJeanne, born 1971, manager/deco-

Consumers Co-op and was one of its fìrst directors. He
was also a¡r active member of the Orange Lodge.

Ill health

forced them to sell the farm in 1958. They
moved to a smaller one (hogs and some cattle) a mile
north of Ashern. Because Tom's health problems persisted, they sold it in 1963 and moved to Lundar where
Joy and Faye were living and where Tom's sister Anna,
and Abe Thiessen had a grocery store. After spending
about a year in Bdmonton where Wayne and his family
lived, Tom and Audrey returned to Lundar. From then
until his retirement (1972), Tom managed the Marshall
Wells hardware store that Alvin and Faye started in November 1965 (with partners Terry and Eileen Lysaichuk).
Tom died in 1984. Audrey then sold the house and
moved back to Briksdale, into the Leisure Lodge senior's housing, where she still lives at this time.

rator, Baskin Robbins, Winnipeg. The current (5th) gen-

eration: Brad and Cindy (Klaassen)'s - Amanda Faye

(1989), Thomas Bradley (1992); Todd and Patty
(Maclelland)'s - BrittanyAnne (1992);Julie and Michael
(Thorpe)'s - Anthony Thomas Lee (1990), Rebecca
Jeanne (1994).

Jennífer, Kimberly, Chris, Erin, John; Joy
Guttormson (Dec 1995)
1964 -Joy marriedJon Vilhjalmar Petur Guttormson
(son ofJohn and Sigga), who worked in and now owns
G .& E. Cash Store in Lundar.Joy worked as a homemaker and a teacher for about 30 years altogether. She
taught junior high in St. Vital for a year, then grades
two, nine to 12 and Special Needs children (15 years) in
Todd, Faye & Alvín; Patty, Julíe & Míke (holdíng
Rebecca) Thorpe, Cíndy & Brad; Brittany, Mandy,
Tommy, Anthony (Aug 1995)

Lundar.

Children: Kimberley Dawn, born 1967, graduated B.
Arts, Univ. of MB (1989),Journalism, Ryerson Institute,
Toronto (1991); reporter in Thunder Bay, ON and Winnipeg;JenniferJoy, born 1968, graduated B. Educ., Univ.
of MB (1991), sign language studies, Vancouver, BC,
taught at Ashern, Eriksdale and is at Pinawa at present;
ChristopherJon, born l97l,B. Commerce (honors), Univ.
of MB (1994), studying for Certified General Accountancy degree and working in his field in Winnipeg; Erin

Tom and Audrey's children:
1960 - Faye married

Alvin Goranson (son ofJonas

and Gunhild), a radio/TV technician with Arnold's Ra-

dio and TV at Lundar. Faye worked as a teacher in Oak
Point and Lundar (1958 -1961), homemaker, lay worker
with Lundar Lutheran Church (local and synod levels),
columnist for Stonewall Argus since 1967 and staff reporter on Interlake Spectator since 1990.
Children: Bradley Alvin, born 1962, graduated Bachelor (8.) General Studies, Brandon University; manager
Shoppers Drug Mart, Medicine Hat, AB; Todd Owen,
born 1963, graduated B. Science/Geology, Brandon

Joanne, born 1973, B. Educ., Univ. of MB (1995), teaching in Lakeshore School Division.
1964 - Wayne married Carol Adele Kopp (daughter
of Paul and Elsie of Ashern). Lived 1964-1971 in Edmonton, AB, Wayne became a journeyman carpenter, then
returned to the Interlake. 1971-1977 farmed at
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Carol, Christine & Darren, Dawn, Wayne
(ínset Jake)
Moosehorn, I977-L9B6 worked on carpentry - mainte-

Greg Dawson, Krista, Tara, Bill Breckman; Carol

nance at CFB Gypsumville, then sold the farm. Currently

(holdíng Vanessa), Stephan (Dec 1995)

doing custom carpentry and winter fishing. Carol has
worked over the years as a homemaker and for ten years
as a secretary atGrace Lutheran Church, Ashern. She is

two children, Stephanie Lyn, born 1991, Vanessa
Katrin Audree, born 1995, working towards career with

currently a home care worker both for individuals and
in the Ashern Personal Care Home.
Children: Darren Wayne, born 1966, a journeyman

special needs children in school system.

1971,

Hard work, honesty, caring about other people and
helping to try to improve things for the future, were all
taught in the Surgenor home by word and example.
Respect for education and God, oneself and others, was

carpenter and currently operations manger at RJ.
Millwork, Winnipeg, married Christine Engelhardt,
Moosehorn; one son,Jake Darren, born 1994. Moved
(1995) from Winnipeg to Starbuck, MB; Dawn Adele,
born 1968, achieved medical transcriptionist secretary

actively cultivated and the fruits of this sowing continue
to be re-sown in the present generations.

diploma, Herzing Career College (1988), working in
Thompson, MB. 1988 to present.
1967 - Carol married William Arne Breckman (son of
GudlaugerAugust (Slivers) and Katrin (Kaye) Breckman,
Lundar). They lived in Winnipeg, Moncton, Ottawa,
Regina and currently in Winnipeg. Carol worked as
teacher (St. Vital, four years), homemaker and now with
special needs children in St. Vital School Division. Bill
achieved B. Science/Agriculture, Univ. of MB (1969)
worked 26 years with federal dept. of agriculture and
AgriFood Canada, International Dairy Federation, and
currently as regional director of Manitoba with Ag.

James & Nora Surgenor

Canada.

The roots of this family go back to the British Isles. In
1909 John and Margaret (Mclllvena) Surgenor immigrated to Canada from Ireland with their first two children, May who was seven and Tom who was four.

Children: Krista Kile born 1968, B. Human Ecology,
Univ. of MB (1990), Master Public Admin. (1993), working as policy analyst, Manitoba Dept. of Education and
Tiaining; ma¡ried GregDrawson (199a). TaraLeigh, born
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Margaret's health wíÌs poor so she and the children returned to Ireland soon after. John stayed in Canada to
work, visiting them in Ireland about once a year. Five
years later the family rehrrned to Canada to stay. By this
timeJack had been born.
One day, as Tom and May were walking on the rail-

road tracks on their way to Sunday School, May came
across a purse that contained $50. This was the money

they used for the train fare to leave Winnipeg and get to
the homestead northwest of Eriksdale (South Head).

Three other children were born into the family:James
Anna in 1920 and David in 1922.John Sr. worked
away from home at his trade which was bricklaying. He
worked mostly in Chicago and Winnipeg. Margaret and
the children fa¡med the homestead and they moved to
Scotch Bay in 1927. John died in 1933 and Margaret
passed away in 1955. Both are buried in the Eriksdale

in

1917,

1

The James Surgenor Family 1993

Nora Jean (holding Kaílyn) & Allen Seitz, Lísa,
Susan, Robín, David & Holly Ridyard; Shirley &
Mac; Jalene Seitz, Matthew & Thomas Ridyard

cemetery.

James (|im)was born in Winnipeg on November 21,
and he grew up on the South Head homestead and
later in the Scotch Bay area. One of him most memorable experiences was when he joined the Armed Services
in 1941, and had his fìrst train ride to Portage la Prairie.
Fred Thorkelson from Lundar and Kelly Bennet from
Clarkleigh were Jim's buddies during Basic Tiaining.
However, because Jim's mother needed help with the

For twentyfive yearsJim worked for Burns and Dutton

1917

Construction Company/Cana Construction Company
(1962) as Labour Foreman and Cement Finisher. A
farmer can do anything! Over the yearsJim helped to
build 45 separate projects - like the Court House, University buildings, Light Rail tansit, bridges, etcetera.

farm after David left to join the army,Jim was released
from the Forces and returned to the farm.
While growing up in Scotch Bay School districtJim
was active in all kinds of sports. His prowess as a short
stop on the local baseball team was well known and he
was also quite a rider at the country horse races.Jim had
his own fa¡m in the Scotch Bay area where he raised
shorthorn cattle and lived as a bachelor for eight years.
In 1955Jim married Nora (Mac) McCauley who was
a registered nurse. Nora was the missionary nurse at the

Jím, Jack & David Surgenor

Eriksdale Hospital. After three years of flooding atJim's
farm by Lake Manitoba, he decided to sell the farm and
they moved west to Edmonton, Alberta.
Jim and Nora raised four children: McCauley (Mac)

Jim was always so proud of the work he did. After a
lengthy illness, Jim died on December 20, 1993 from
the complications of Parkinson's Disease. He had been
in a nursing home for six years.

James (1956), Susan Marjorie (1958), HollyAnne (1960)

and NoraJean (i967). McCauley married Shirley
Paterson and they have two children, Lisa (1980) and
Robin (1981).
Holly married Dave Ridyard and they have two children, Matthew (1983) and Thomas (1985).
Nora married Allen Seitz and they presently have two
children,Jalene (1989) and Kailyn (1992).

Abe & Anna Thiessen
Anna Surgenor's parents were John and Margaret
Surgenor. John and Margaret had six children: Tom,
May, Jack, James, Anna and David. They came to
Canada from Ireland in 1909. Margaret (Mother) was
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not well and so she, Tom, and May returned to lreland.
Dad visited them there whenever possible, but continued to work in Winnipeg and the US. He was a brick

there for five years. Abe was once again the manager of
the Co-op store. From there we moved to Rocanville SK

where he was a manager of Co-op. It was here that our
son Terry was born. He lives in Winnipeg and works for

layer.

Mother returned to Canada in 1914 bringing with her
the three children. Jack had been born in Ireland and
was six months old at the time. The family settled in the
South Head district on a farm. Dad continued to work at
his trade and he tookJack with him, at the age of 14, so
he could learn the bricklaying trade.
Tom, May and Mother remained on the farm. Three
more children arrived:Jim, Anna and David.
In 1927 we moved to Scotch Bay. There we had another farm and raised cattle. The cream was hauled by

Styks International.

From Rocanville we moved back to Winnipeg and
then to Lunda¡. In Lundar we had our owrr store for
fourteen and ahalf years. So the Interlake has manyfond
memories for us. God bless all of you!

truck to the creamery in Eriksdale and there it was made
into butter.
I (Anna) was ill in a Winnipeg hospital at the age of
six. I had to spend one year in the Health Science Centre whichwas formerlythe General and also St. Boniface.

After coming home at the age of seven

I

had to use

crutches until I was nine. At the age of nine I was able to
start school.

I rode to school on horse back in the spring

and by

cutter in the winter. After finishinggrade eight at Macross
School

I

came to Eriksdale for grade nine to eleven.

One of the highlights of those years was the great ball
garnes after supper in the school yard. It was a great event

when we won the game and defeated Siglunes.
Also another highlight was in 1938 when I became a

member of the United Church. Reverend George
Marshall was the minister and he had a great influence
on our lives at that time. The United Church in Eriksdale still keeps up the good work, mainly because of the

Dave

lga

urgenor

David Robert Surgenor, born to John and Margaret
Surgenor on April L2, 1922 in the South Head School
district, where theyfiled for the homestead. In 1928, they
left and bought a farm in the Scotch Bay area. David,
along with siblings, Anna and Jim, attended Macross

hard work and dedication of its members. There has been

many changes in Eriksdale in the last years.
While I worked in Winnipeg I met and married Abe
Thiessen. We lived in Winnipeg until after our two children, Bob and Linda, were born. Abe then became the
manager of the Eriksdale Co-op.
Our two children went to school in Eriksdale. Bob
went to Medical School and now is Director ofMedicinein
Columbus, Georgia, USA. Lindais in charge of the computer room for a consulting firm.
Gary, our second son was born while we lived in Eriksdale. He, his wife Linda, and their two children, live in

School.

His elder siblings, Jack and Tom had attended the
South Head School until they moved to Scotch Bay at
which time, theywere old enough to stayhome and help
with the farm. May, the oldest sister, was already married to Henry Babkirk.
John Surgenor was a brick layer. Given his trade, he
often worked away from home for long periods of time.

Montreal. Linda is in Deaf Education and Gary is a
trainer and developer for Shering Drug Company.
We left Eriksdale and moved to Stonewall and lived

This extra income helped to fina¡rce the farm needs. Dave
often recalled, "I hardly knew my dad". When Dave was
ten years of age, his dad became veryill and passed away.
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We lived in several different places the first year of
our marriage. InJuly 1947 we bought the Martin place.
We now had one child, a son Ryan. We moved lock,
stock and barrel which consisted of ten head of cattle,
three horses, two pigs, a cat and a dog. Our furniture
was mc&gre, some of it being orange crates and apple
boxes. This was our own little world! I scrubbed and
cleaned and sewed curtains from bleached outflour sacks.
This was our castle; I the reigning Q¡reen, awaiting my

Mother Surgenor, with the help of the growing family,
continued farming.
At family gatherings, the siblings would often tell of
what a mischievous imp and prankster Dave was. He
could scheme his way out of chores and pass them on to
his brother,Jim. He kept the family on their tocs. Oncc,
when the family was expecting visitors from the city,
(quite an occasion) while mother prepared extra food,
Dave wòndered what could be a special treatf.or the company? Well, he found some Exlax in mother's room.
What a delectable chocolate candy? Yes, it was a special

prince to return from the hay field each night. What bliss!
Before the year was out, our rosy world opened up to
the reality of life. Our little baby boy became very ill.
We were sent to specialists in Winnipeg but the doctors
were not as adva¡rced in medicine as they are today. The
doctors operated, but we lost him shortly after, at the

occasion, not soon forgotten.

Community entertainment consisted of school dances,
annual Christmas concerts, annual picnics, baseball
games, and visiting with the neighbors. It was at events
such as these áoy rneeß girl, that many romances began,

With the support of
both family and friends, we met and dealt with this criage of four and one half months.

then transformed into marriages. The community grew
and expanded.
At20, Dave enlisted in the armed forces. His basic
training was in Manitoba a¡rd Onta¡io. In (1942) five

sis.

Life must go

o-n.

Marilyn was born fifteen months later, December
1948. When she was eighteen months old she was diag-

months into his training, he was shipped overseas. Dave's

nosed with an unbalanced thyroid and dislocation of her

quote, "At first it seemed like a real adventure. Seeing so
much new country and always a sure pay cheque". Then
when assigned to active duty, life took on a new mean-

hips. She spent many months in hospital and in a body
cast for two years, six months. During this time, we had
two more children. Elaine born in May 1951 and Randy,
born in February 1953.
To expand our acreage, we bought a quarter section,
just south, yet adjacent to our home place. It was solid
bush, but a perfect price, fìfty dollars. Soon after, the old
Macross School was moved to the toun line. Since we
wanted to be close to the school, we decided to move
our house. We cleared a yard, drilled a well, built a new
barn and moved our original house onto the new property. While we lived in the Macross School district, the
school teachers boarded with us for three years.
Dave had been troubled with arthritis since his discharge from the army, which grew worse as time went
on. He often spent a month at a time in the veteran's
hospital in Winnipeg. An opportunity came where we
could purchase an old house with some out buildings,
rightin the village of Eriksdale. With these outbuildings,
we could keep a few head of stock, which I could manage if Dave was to spend more time in the hospital. In
1954, we sold our beloved little castle in Macross, to Larry

ing. Each day he would ask himself, "will I be back in
my bunk tonight? Will I ever see home again?" As all
young men learned, each day was the same feeling; follow commands and marched on. He served in England,
France, Holland, and Germany. He was wounded two
months before peace was declared and returned home

inJune 1945.

I, Olga Hoffman, was a farm girl. Born and raised in
Camper, I had met Dave when I was seventeen a¡rd he
eighteen. We met at one of these boy meeß girl dances.
We kept in touch while he was overseas. Upon his return home, I was a bit apprehensive, but as any fairy tale
unfolds, our hearts prevailed and we were married six
months later.
During the war years, I had worked in the city, but
always kept in touch with my parents'farm. My brother,
Art, was in the armed forces. Mybrother, Ted, now married had moved to his own farm. In order for my parents to keep the place going until Art's return from overseas,

I

and Helen Kaupilla.

and my three sisters took turns helping our Par-

Though Dave's arthritis worsened, he was able to work
in the summer months in a variety ofjobs, hauling cream,

ents on the farm.

I always liked country life, so when Dave asked if I
would like to become a farm wife, I was elated to take

field work for farmers and later, road construction for
Nelson River. I kept busy looking after cows, chickens

on this new adventure. We married on February 6, 1946.
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and pigs. Soon I got involved in many community
projects. By 1959, we had three more children; Karen,
born in March 1955, Calvin, born in May 1957 and
Dwight, born in August 1959. I then realized that I had
never packed my diaper bag away in twelve straight
years.

Saturday night was the Bath Ritual We melted snow
all day for bath water, then bathed the youngest to the
oldest. Next we laid out clean and ironed clothes for
Sunday School the next morning. In those days, the girls
wore full dress and white stockings and the boys wore
white shirts and bow ties. Of course I couldn't just toss
out the nice soft soapy bath water. Before I went to bed,

I washed

a few things on the scrub board, scrubbed the

kitchen floor, washed out a few chamber pots and finally the indoor toilet tank. Once I'd used up all of the
bath water, I retired for the night.

Randy, Dwight, Calvín, Jason;
Elaine, Marilyn & Karen

Our children were active in all school events and communiLy projects. They were involved in music lessons,
4-H classes, swimming, figure skating, hockey, baseball
and numerous other sports, They became young entrepreneurs at an early age. Elaine and Randy had paper
routes; Randy the Tribune and Elaine the Free Press.
When they quit Calvin and Dwight took over. Marilyn
and Karen helped with the routes. At that time, the papers arrived on the bus after B p.*, It would be nearly
10 p.m. on cold winter nights before they returned home.
Sometimes they would call in at someone's house to
warm up before continuing on their route. This paper
route business remained in our family for ten years. The
boys also worked at summer farm jobs to earn money
for their extra needs and school clothes. Karen worked
as candy striper at the hospital. Elaine worked at the
hospital after school. Karen worked at Pearl's (The Blue

Just as we became accustomed to the extra income,
the stork brought littleJayson Ashley, born to us February 1969. When we got the news my first thoughts were,
"how shall we tell our family?" We had four teenagers
by that time. I need not have worried. They were elated.
Jayson was like a toy to all. I always had a babysitter.
They kept tabs as to whose turn it was to "look after
baby Jay".It was also a new beginning for me; going to
birthday parties, baking birthday cakes, having sleepovers and taking him to the circus. However, I enjoyed
it and this kept me in touch with the youth.Jay became
avid in sports and community events. Once again, our
home was buzzrng with young folk. We believed in our
children having their friends mingle and socialize at our

Grass Inn). They all did their fair share of babysitting.

house.

My father died in 1959. The home place was sold.
My mother moved her house into our yard and lived
there for nine years. Mother adapted well to her new
surroundings. She made new friends, helped with com-

ln 1975 while employed with Nelson River Construction, Dave started to loose his eyesight. By 1976 he was
blind and devastated. With some counselling from the
CNIB, and a lot of faith, we accepted this as another
challenge in life. Dave once said, "This is worse hell than
laying in the trenches during the war".
With Dave's wit and humour, and my constant encouragement, he managed to cope. He began ahandcraft
of weaving baskets, fern stands and magazine racks. The
blindness contributed to his incredible ability to remember telephone numbers, recognize voices and determine
whose car was driving by, simply by the sound of the
car motor. He spent many hours on our front lawn speak-

munity events andjoined the senior citizens club. Though
she lived independently, she was part of our growing
family group for many outings.
With all our family in school, I began working outside the home. I worked for The Blue Grass Inn in the
boom years when hydro, telephone and road construction crews were often in town. It was a busy place. I
cooked at the hotel, when Metro and Tony owned it. It,
too, was a busy place.
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Randy & Debbie Surgenor

ing to people as they passed by.
In 1982 Dave and I bought a new house from Frank
Williment. It is on the old Amos Heroux's lot. We were
comfortable here, with onlyJayson at home by this time.
Weekends, our house was overflowing with our older
children and their friencls coming home.
We also travelled a lot in later years. We flew to both
the east and west coasts of Canada. We spent two win-

Randall Dwain Surgenor was born to David and Olga
Surgenor on February 25, Ig53 in Clydebank area of
Eriksdale Municipality. At the age of one, the family
moved to Eriksdale (SE 4-22-5W). Randywent to Eriksdale school and delivered papers after school for spending money. At 18, Randy started working for Canada

Photo, and later the highways department. In 1971
Randy went to Abbotsford BC to see western Canada,
stayed and got a job in a lumber yard. In 1972 Randy
returned to Manitoba and got a job with Manitoba Hy-

ters in Victoria, BC.

In 1985 we bought a new car, which I learned to drive
at the tender age of sixty-three. Now independent we
took many local jaunts, which Dave enjoyed so much,
especially going to the lake. Visiting with friends and
family was always a great comfort.
I kept involved in the Legion Auxiliary, church, working with young people in 4-H, CGIT, Explorers and
Sunday School. I worked with the Festival of Arts; mainly
in music. I continue to volunteer in many of the same

dro - construction crew.
Debra Faye Richaud was born to Hermas and Evelyn
Richaud (Thorkelson) on April 28, L957, in Deerhorn
area of Eriksdale Municipality. I was a farm girl who
regularly milked cows, worked in the hayfield and did a
lot of the farm chores along with my sisters, Bonnie and
Wendy. I, Debbie attended Deerhorn School until the
completion of grade five, when all one room schoolhouses where closed and students were bussed to Briksdale school. When school was fìnished, I went on to Red

projects.

Dave's illness became more profound in 1990, continually sliding until he passed away in September 1992.
At this time, I continue to live in the same house and
carrying on the tradition of keeping busy. Our children

River Community College and got a diploma in CBOM
(Clerical Business and Office Machines). I worked for
Thomas Rathwell, an Inglis appliance dealer, in the Accounting Department for a year and then Stadium Ford's
Sales parts dept. (computer operator). On May 1, 1976,

are all on their own. Marilyn lives independently in
Winnipeg and is employed by The Bay. Elaine is married to George Lawson, lives in Winnipeg, and works in
payroll at a large trucking company. Her children are
Lonny and Danielle. Randy is married to Debbie
Richaud, lives in Eriksdale on our old place, and works

Randy and I were married. We lived in a duplex off
Osborne/Corydon. Randy was working for Hydro, on
McGillvray and I remained working at Stadium Ford.
OnJuly 29,1977, TLevor Randall was born. We moved
to another duplex in Elmwood. We decided that we

for Sigfusson Tiucking. They have three children, Tievor,
Scott, and Tara. Karen is married toJack Ritchie, lives in
Winnipeg and works for Royal Bank of Canada. They
have one child, Meagan. Calvin is married to Cheryl
Sigfusson, lives in Warren, and owns a sales agency company (Legend). They have two children, Carly and Cori-

would like to move back to the country, to raise our family. The opportunity to purchase some concrete trucks
in Clarkleigh and Ashern arose. We purchased that equipment and Randy's Redi-Mix Concrete business started
in April, 1978. We rented a small house in Deerhorn,
and Randy worked in northern Alberta for the winters.
In the fall of 1979, we purchased our fìrst home, a 14 x
70, mobile home and on December 11, 1979, Scott
Michael was born. Randy purchased abatch plant, loaders, a semi and had three concrete trucks for use on the
business, He worked at the concrete from spring to fall
and worked away most winters to keep the wolf from
the door. Debbie did the bookkeeping and looked after
the wee ones until the July of 1981, when she started
working part-time at Coldwell Municipal offi ce. OnJune
25, 1981, Tiua Lynn was born, the first granddaughter

Ann. Dwight is married to Donna Schultz, lives in Winnipeg and works for the Provincial Government in Driver
Improvement and Control. They have two children,
Devon and Dayna,Jayson is married to Dawn Webster,
lives in Winnipeg and works for Costco. At this time,
they have one dog, Abby and two cats, Luther andJenna.
In bringing our family history to a close, both Dave
and I had many philosophies. We believed in a common bond of family. Even though each one differs in
opinion and walks their own road of life, there is still
that invisible thread that binds us together. I hope we
instilled some of our values to our children, that they,
too, will meet each challenge with faith and trust.
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part-time at Eriksdale Co-op in the grocery and hard-

for Hermas and Evelyn and she was born on Gramma's
birthday. Debbie quit working at the Municipal office to

ware stores.

be a full-time mom and bookkeeper for the business.

Scott is the treasurer of the Eriksdale School Council

Three kids under four was quite a handfull at times but
also very enjoyable. InJune 1984 we purchased the home
where Randy was raised from Dave and Olga, on SE 4-

youth representative on Eriksdale & District Chamber of Commerce. He began playing hockey at the age
of three years and continues to enjoy playing minor
hockey with Lakeside and is playing Midget hockey this
year. He is active in volleyball, badminton and curling.
He is currently(1995) in grade 1l (University Entrance)
at Eriksdale Collegiate.
Tira loves figure skating, baseball, volleyball and other
school sports and is currently(l995) in grade nine at Eriksdale Collegiate.
and

22-5W.

Early

in

1985,

I, Debbie, went to work part-time

at

Briksdale Co-op, and enrolled in the Municipal Administrators course through the University of Manitoba.
Working at the Coldwell Municipal offìce in 1980-81, was

very interesting and I hoped to get work in that field
again. In October 1985, the part-time position at Coldwell became vacant and I was fortunate to be re-hired
there as Assistant Administrator for three days a week. I
got my diploma in Municipal Administration in April of
1990, and I worked part-time in Coldwell and Briksdale
municipalities.I moved on to the RM of St. Andrews in
August of 1990 as Accountant/Assistant Secretary teasurer. I enjoyed the challenge of a bigger municipality,
although driving to Clandeboye, and staying away from
home proved too diffìcult for the family, so I quit at St.
Andrews and the RM of Briksdale hired me for20 hours
a week. In 1991 I was appointed Municipal Administrator for the Rural Municipality of Eriksdale and my hard
work had paid off. I was working in my home town, in
the career I loved. I am currently enrolled in the Advanced Certificate of Municipal Management, with two
courses to go until graduation, which is the highest level
of training in the Municipal field.
I have been actively involved in the Community Club
as canteen co-ordinator, a past president of the Legion
Auxiliary, McEwen Park committee and founding chair
of the ParentTeacher association. I am the founding chair
of Lakeshore Community Network - the group responsible for getting the Internet connection into Eriksdale and
the surrounding area in May of 1995.
In 1993, Randy sold the business and sta¡ted working
forJ.S. Sigfusson & Sons, where he continues to work
today. Randy was the first president of the Eriksdale &
District Chamber of Commerce, has been active in the
Legion Br. 140, a director for a number of years with the
Briksdale Community Club and other community or-

a

SURGENOR

Nora
Eriksdale became

a

reality to me in August of 1953 when,
'Women's

as a Medical Missionary of the

Missionary

Society of the United Church of Canada,I was commissioned to my first post - the Blizabeth M. Crowe Memo-

rial Hospital. This was a foreign country to me, a city
born and bred girl from Ottawa. However, a feeling of
strangeness and trepidation didn't last for long because
almost at once I felt as if I had come home.
The Matron of the hospital was a very special WMS
Registered Nurse, Isabelle Miller, from Brome, PQ and
lately of China. I was assigned to be the second RN at
the hospital and Isabelle and I became great friends.
Because I was always known by -y second name,
Isabelle, one of my teachers at the United Church Tiaining School in Toronto, who had been a teacher in China
with Isabelle thought it would be confusing to have the
only registered nurses in Briksdale having the same
names, so she wrote Isabelle and introduced me as Nora.

So, after the first shock of hea¡ing myself called Nora,

I

settled in easily, getting to know the wonderful, friendly
folk in Eriksdale and falling in love with our fairytalelike community hospital and terrific staff.

The hospital was loosely called a twenty-five bed hospital in the church books, and it was a very active little
place run smoothly by Isabelle Miller. Dr. Paulson was
the faithful doctor who lived in Lundar and commuted
to Eriksdale to see his patients a¡rd answer emergency
calls. Many times when the Doccouldn't make it in time,
we would deliver the babies ourselves and this was thrilling. For sometime after I arrived I would write Dr.

ganizations.

The kids, Tievor, Scott and Tära have been actively
involved in sports, and community events.
Tievor graduated from Briksdale Collegiate with a
University Entrance diploma inJune 1995, and works
707

Paulson's narne on the charts as Dr. George Paulson -

While I was in Eriksdale I had the opportunity to take
a course at the University of Manitoba on Childbirth
Without Fearwith the stipulation that - all those taking
the course would go back to their rural hospitals and
teach the course to the village ladies who were expecting. In Eriksdale we had our course in the Community
Hall and it was a fairly large class. My first birth from
this crazy but wonderful group of women was Karen

imagine my surprise when I was asked to help him in his

office in Lundar to discover the initial G stood for
Gudmundaù

Dr. Paulson never got over his ride toJohn Forsyth
Sr.'s garage to pick up his car, when I offered to give him
a ride in my 1950 English Perfect! He was a tall, slim
man and he had to literally double up to get his legs into
the car. With his knees up to his chin, he laughed all the
way down Railway Avenue to the garage, as the car
chugged past the stores and people came out to watch
me drive the Docto the garage.
My first ride in a Bombardier was quite an adventure.
Dr. Paulson asked me to go to the reserve and help with
the inoculations of the native children in Dog lbwn. What
a ride - they didn't have those things at home! It was

Surgenor. Little did I know thatKaren would be my niece

within the year.
I worked in Eriksdale from August 1953 to August,
1955 when I left for Ottawa to prepare for my wedding
in October to Jim Surgenor, local farmer from Scotch
Bay area. My stay in this wonderful little village was one
of the happiest times of my lit'e and over the years it has
always felt like coming home again when we, as a family, visit withJim's family and friends.

quite a machine! Wooden benches around the inside and
small round windows. I felt very grateful to Doc Paulson

for giving me the opportunity to visit the reserve and
meet the Sisters who worked with the native folk there.
While I was posted to the hospital, I also was very
active in the United Church and community. As well as
being in the choir, I organized an Explorer group and
Myrtle (Leonard) Smith was the energetic and much
loved leader of these girls. Not to let the boys down, I
started a Tyro (Learner) group forjunior boys. I had seven
young lads who kept me on my toes. I even made a tie
holder with the boys - (Jim used it for a long time after
we were married). I still have the drop earrings the boys
gave me for Christmas.

SUTHERLAND
Einar & Florence
Binar was born September 12, l9I7 at his parents' farm
in Briksdale Municipality NW 34-22-5W. He was one of

five children born to Erik and Lydia Sutherland
(Soderlund in Swedish) who had come over to Canada
from Asele, Sweden to find a better way of life. One son,
Edwin, was born in Sweden; one daughter, Annie, in
Winnipeg; and Astrid, Einar and Lillian in Eriksdale.
They came to Eriksdale in the fall of 1913, staying with a
bachelor friend, Abramson by name, until a house was
built. Life couldn't have been easy with all the bush, rocks
and swamps to contend with, but perhaps it reminded
them of northern Sweden. They used oxen for the heavy
work.
Deer Hill School, which opened in 1915, was over two
miles away through bush and across swamps. This was
where the family received their education, Annie being
the only one to go to Winnipeg to stay with relatives to
receive her high school and Normal School education.
She later taught at Birch Lake, Pebble Beach and Scotch
Bay Schools.
Einar recalls he and Astrid having a trap line as they
walked to school in the winter and catching weasels and
squirrels. He remembers some springs the creek rose so
high Erik had to build a bridge so the children could
cross safely. One child accidentally dropped his lunch
pail and it was carried away with the current! Highlights

The Missionary Nurses were very versatile. When the
village was building the curling rink in 1954 and everyone was trying to raise money, a Moccasin Dance was
held in the rink and various money raising skits were
part of the program. Ethel Cline, the third RN sent by
the WMS in 1954, and I decided to raise money for the
rink by putting on a Boxing Match! We got Hal Hallson
to act as the referee and Ethel and I borrowed hockey
pants and shirts from the Eriksdale hockey players. We
wore our Nurse's capes over our shoulders like the boxers do, and we had staff who were our seconds. Ethel
was Clinger Clineandlwas Mauler McCaulE. We pranced
and danced around the ring - a ring made with rope
around four corners made of four chairs. The boxing
gloves were gigantic and clumsy but it was all fun and
games! The end of the fight was a knockout punch both
of us landed on poor Hal Hallson. It was a howl and
great fun!
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of the school year were the Christmas concert and school

fortunately, due to declining enrollment, the school was
forced to close in 1968.

picnic. The first Deer Hill School burnt down in the late
1920's as a result of a faulty stove and a vacant house
was used temporarily until they hauled over on sleighs,
an unused school from east ofthere - Shamrock School.
This school was also destined to burn down in the 30's
when a grass fire came through and it was never replaced.

The family all completed high school in Eriksdale
Collegiate with a school bus taking them forth and back.
Moggey's road had been built and there was now a road
to the farm. This, along with electricity in 1954, made
quite a change in farm life. When Ca¡ole started grade
one in Eriksdale, Florence decided to reh¡rn to teaching, substituting the first year and then as a full-time
teacher from 1970-1985.

Erik Sutherland out stookingwith grandchildren:
Elaíne, Ken Ellen, Sandra, Suzy & Ben

On March L2, L9+5, Einar married Florence Foster
whom he had met when she was a permit teacher at
Birch Lake School. They continued mixed farming with
grain, dairy cattle, sheep, chickens and turkeys. Their
income was supplemented by Einar's trapping of weasels, mink and muskrats, Binar's love of hunting also supplied ducks, geese and venison, a love which each of his
three sons inherited. Horses were used until a tractor
purchased in 1950 partly replaced them. Roads were nonexistent to the farm so the car was only used in summer.
Lydia Sutherland passed away in 1949 and Erik remained on the farm

a

Rob & Carole Guy, Syd & Elaine Robak, Brian &
Sherry, Garry & Jayne, Ken & Diane; Erik, Darryl
Robak, Eínar & Florence Sutherland, Kris; Líndi,
Kara, Melissa, Becky, Renee, Jason Robak
The family went on to post secondary education and
into their own careers rather than trying to farm. They
however, along with their families, enjoy coming out to
the farm on the week-ends.

few years and spent the later years

in Winnipeg until he passed away in 1970.
Einar and Florence had five children: Garg/, Elaine,
Brian, Ken and Ca¡ole who were all born in the original
Eriksdale Hospital. The closest school was Mulvihill
School as Birch Lake School had burned so Garry biked

SUTTON FAMILY
The summer of 1934 saw Walter Sutton and family come
to live in the Tennyson School dishict on 35-22-8W which
was his brother, Frank's, homestead. Prior to this move
Walter had lived in Gimli for ten years, where he started
and operated the Central Bakery. It is still in operation
under the same n¿une, although it has changed hands
several times and been enlarged since then. Walter was
on the Gimli council for five years prior to his leaving
for England in 1932, lbr a change and rest f'rom the heat
and busy life of a bakery.
Brother Frank was killed in the 1914-1918 war. He,

to Mulvihill or was driven until Christmas and took cor-

respondence the remainder of the term. By the time
Garry had completed Grade 3 in this way, Agriculhrre
School was moved down to a corner of Hugo Granberg's
farm and was renamed Birch Lake School. Here under
the leadership of their teacher, Harry Warwick, the students became well known for their athletic ability at baseball and marching at field days, and their dramatic ability in their Christmas concerts and Variety Shows. Un709

proceeded to lay in a supply before catching up to some

with the help of Fred Lawton and four oxen and a breaking plow, cleared the four acres requested by the government for a homestead.
Frank and his dad batched in a tent until a roof was

of the students on their way home. They were married
1944 and have three grown up children: Larry at Gull
Lake, SK, Joyce some 35 miles north and east of
Lloydminster, SK, Alice at Ashern.
InJune 1960 Mary's mother and brother,John, came
from Cloverdale, BC to live with them.
When the hydro and later, the telephone came our
way, life was simplified. It was easier to get to town, especially after highway 235 went past us to the Na¡rows
and we had a road built in to the farm. With the coming

put on the shack - the only remaining building on the
qualter. It was a hot, dry surnmer, but saskatoons were
plentiful and near at hand, suppling a refreshing addition to their diet. It was late November before the house
was finished and the chimney built by Billy Corrigan (a
homesteading brick layer)and they were able to move
in. It was an open fall. There was no well at this time, so
the water came in a cream can ( 3/4 of a mile from
Wrights in the car when the trail was dry, on the man's
back if not and in winter on a hand sleigh). The next
year the well was dug by hand twenty feet and then
drilled seven feet and H. C. Wright cribbed itwith stone.

of the telephone it was easier to make arrangements as
to visits, than with Frank's pigeons who did not always
come right home. Frank's parents, after living near

Headingly, then nea¡ Carman, and spending a year in
England, looking after an elderly aunt - settled in Briksdale across from the rink on the north and Whitneys to

There were numerous grÍNs fìres to fight that summer
of 1939 and peat burning spots to watch. What holes
they left in the hay land! There were fences to put up,
hay to gather in, cattle and horses to buy and a ba¡n to
build. The lumber for the house and barn was mostly
locally sawn. The stones for the foundation and walls of
the barn, 100 wagon loads, and 20 wagon loads of sand

the east.

Tennyson School was only two miles east, through
the bush in winter, from the farm. The school was operated by volunteer trustees, who not only looked after
the teacher's salary and school supplies, but did the repair jobs and sawed up each winters supply of wood.
Their meetings were a chance to catch up on the local
news, as well as doing any repairs that were needed. At
one such meeting, Frank skied the bush trail with a knapsack on his back containing a fry pan and the makings of

were found six miles away. Olgate Larson's dad of
Hayland did the stone work and the cutting of the corner stones, while Frank's uncle, George Heggs (using a
special mix of mortar) did the painting around the stones
making the walls attractive. In 1941 a corrugated steel

pancakes, syrup and coffee.

roof was added. OIi Peterson tackled that job. Later Frank

Gradually the land got cleared and there was enough
grain to be threshed. At first, the sheaves were hauled
the four miles to Arthur Mason's whereJimmie Bruce
had set up his machine. A few years later, there was
enough grain for Jack Kehler to come in by a roundabout way, as there was no road in from the east at that
time. In 1950, a tractor was purchased and work became

installed a hay carrier. Each spring it was a race to get
the hay home and the loft full, before it got too soft to
haul. March was usually a calving month, as well as Red
Cross collecting which Frank did for a number of years
with team and cutter.
In 1940 Marjory went to Chapleau, ON to work in an
Indian Residential School. 1944 saw her in Aklavick,
NWT for four years in a school for the Eskimos. We sent
her messages over CBC after midnight - especially at
Christmas time. In 1948 she was at Albert Bay on Vancouver Island and then back to Aklavik in 1952.

In

easier.

In

1982 after the family had been gone a few years

and the grass fìres were numerous, Frank, Mary, and
John moved to SE 8-22-5W, a mile north from Eriksdale
With Oli and Vickie Olson to the south of us,John and
Elsie Monk to the north, and Harvey and Pat Hammer
across the road, we felt hemmed in after being isolated
for so many years. No one had lived close to us north,
east or south. O.C. Wrights were 3/4 of a mile west by
the bush hail, which had several low places to cross. After
making numerous repairs and changes to the house, it
began to feel like home and so we live happily on.
Frank started a small fruit orchard and continues to

1955

she married Malcolm McNab, a park warden in Yoko
Park, Field, BC. She passed away in April 1991.
In 1941 Mary Evans of Beulah, MB came to teach at
Pebble Beach School. She boarded with the Bill Wilsons,

where the Suttons often took their cream in the winter
and wet weather for the cream trucker to pick up. One
mild, spring afternoon Frank came from Wilsons to the
school to pick Mary up. It was snowball weather, so they
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garden and keep chickens, also. Frank and Mary are both

Elementary School, and Mary taught grade one on that

involved in the Mulvihill Red Cross and the Eriksdale
Evangelical Free Church.John now resides at the Eriks-

staff.

Their daughter Allyson, studied nursing at the University of Manitoba and obtained her Bachelor of Nursing. She now works as a Public Health Nurse for the
Province of Manitoba. She married Andrew Stewart of
Portage la Prairie and they have a son, AJ., bornJuly
1992. Andrew has a Bachelor of Commerce degree and
works as a credit analyst for Dun and Bradstreet in Winnipeg. They have just completed a new home in Stone-

dale Personal Care Home.

SVEISTRUP

Marvin & Mary
Marvin Sveistrup came to teach at the high school in
Briksdale in the fall of 1957. There he joined his brother,
Hal, to share all subjects from grade nine to grade 12 in
the two-room high school. Having only one year of
teacher trainingr no university courses, and only four
years of teaching experience, all at the elementary and
junior high level, he found his first year of high school

wall.
Bradley is married to Christina Liø who is currently
studying Law at the University of Manitoba. Bradley has
a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of
Manitoba and works as a fìnancial analyst for the Gendis
Corporation in Winnipeg. Bradley and Christina reside
in Winnipeg.

teaching extremely challenging. He recognized the need
for more university courses and consequently took a leave
of absence for the next two years and attended the Uni-

Today Mary and Marvin make their home in Portage
la Prairie and remain very active in their lifetime hobbies of curling, Masters slo-pitch, golfing, fishing, and

versity of Manitoba. He returned to the Eriksdale High
School in the fall of 1960 and taught there for the next
three years. By this time the high school departmenthad
grown to four rooms. Subsequent university study allowed him to obtain a Bachelor of Arts degree, a Bachelor of Education, and a Master of Education, all from
the University of Manitoba.
In August 1960, Marvin married the former Mary
Hanneson of Langruth. Mary was a teacher- also, and
taught for one year at the rural school in Deerhorn and
for one year in grades three and four in Briksdale Elementary. InJune 1963 their first child Allyson, was born.
That fall Mary and Marvin left Eriksdale and went
north to Lynn Lake where they both taught school for
one year before returning to the Interlake when Marvin
was appointed principal of Ashern Collegiate. Their son,
Bradley, was born in April 1965, and Mary took what
amounted to a fifteen year maternity leave from teach-

hunting.

SWEETLAND FAMILY
Leonard & Evelyn Sweetland
My dad, Leonard Sweetland was born in Bristol, Bngland in 1907, the second son of Samuel Sweetland and
in 1908 and lived
in Winnipeg for a couple of years before moving to the
Lundar region - specifically the Minniwakin district.
Dad married our mom Evelyn Harding in 1938 and
Sara Frost. They immigrated to Canada

moved to the Helendale School district, where they raised
seven children:

Helen married Vic Bazinet and they have seven chil-

dren: Douglas married Grace Stefkovik (children;
Dannielle, Bradley); Diane married Alan Stevenson (children; Terri, Matthew); Albert and friend Shirley Swan;
Garry married Thra Rudnicki; Denise has a son, Aaron;
Raymond and Suzanne, both single at this time (1995).
Raymond married Andrea Harley and they have two
children: tinity married Keith Willetts and has a son,

irg'
In August 1967, Marvin was appointed Superintendent of Schools for the Duck Mountain School Division
and the family moved to Winnipegosis where theywere
to reside for the next eleven years. In 1978 they moved
to the Pine Creek School Division where Marvin was
Co-ordinator of Special Education. Mary ended her
maternity leave when she accepted a position to teach
grade one at Austin Elementary. Prior to both retiring in
June 1989, they finally had the opportunity to work together again when Marvin was principal of MacGregor

Kyle; Tanis married Paul Woods.
Doreen married Victor Lamoureux and they have two
daughters: Donna Mae married Randy Tegelberg (children; Donald, Karissa and Eric); Lorette married Doug

Kirby (children; Shawn, Brandy.
Jün married Rosi Sava from Baker Lake and they have
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four children: Leonard, Sheila, Kevin, Macha.

1970.

WestKildonan amalgamated with the City of Win-

nipeg in 1973. He continues to work for the City of Winnipeg as a water supply worker.
Andrea attended several rural schools near Eriksdale
and graduated from Eriksdale Collegiate. She attended
Manitoba Teachers' College, graduating in 1965, before
beginning her teaching career at Lily Bay School and
Eriksdale School. She has taught for Seven Oaks SD #10

Ken married Wendy Richaud and they have four children : Jeffry, Joel, Janalee and Tony.

Vida married Roy Lucier and they have five children:
Joanne is ma¡ried to Cameron Godfrey, Nicole, Amanda,
Cody and Ricky.
Joan married Dave Larade from Lady Smith, BC and
has four children: Desirae, Patricia, Jimmy and Holly.

in 1992.
Dad was well known for his ability to call square
dances and loved it dearly. Dad passed away in 1965 at

since 1967. She received her Bachelor of Pedagogy in
1976by attending summer school and night classes.

years after falling from a hay stack. Mom passed away

Allison was bornJanuary 29,1964 and Tänis Dawn was
born March 15, 1965. Both attended Centennial School
and Edmond PartridgeJunior High. They both gradu-

Sadly, Dave passed away

,58

Raymond and Andrea have two children. Trinity

in

1980 at 64 years. All seven of us kids either live or
own land in the Eriksdale Municipality.

ated from West Kildonan Collegiate.

Tiinity was hired right out of high school by the City
of Winnipegin the Employee benefits Departmentwhere
she continues to work. She married Keith Willetts on
}l/,ay 2,1992. They have a son, Kyle, born September
23, 1985.
Tanis attended university before taking nurses' training at the St. Boniface Hospital. She is an RN at the Deer
Lodge Hospital. She ma¡ried Paul Woods on September
19, 1992.

Briksdale has always been home. Most weekends are
In 1985 Ray and Andrea purchased the Greig
Farm and in 1991, the Harley Farm. They do some grain
farming as a hobby. The Harley farm was homesteaded
by Andrea's grandfather, Robert Harley.
spent there.

Ken & Wendy Sweetland
Ken, bornJuly 30, 1951, is the youngest son of the
late Leonard and Evelyn Sweetland. Ken was raised on
afarm a¡rd attended school in the Helendale district until the death of his father necessitated moving the family
to town in 1966. He completed high school in Lundar
and went on to the Electrical Construction course at Red
River Community College. Ken worked at various loca-

Raymond & Andrea Sweetland
Raymond Leonard Sweetland, born August 6, 1941, son
of Leonard and Evelyn Sweetland of Lundar, married
Andrea Lorraine Harley, born May 27, 1946, daughter
ofJames and Alice Harley of Eriksdale, on October 18,

tions before purchasing, with his wife Wendy, their
present farm in 1978.
Wendy Richaud, born Ma¡ch 22,1954, is the middle

I

1963.

daughter of Hermas and Evelyn Richaud of Deerhorn.

Raymond attended Helendale School. He worked on
several farms, including seven years for Nathan Finkle,
before moving to Winnipeg in 1967 to attend Red River

attended l)eerhorn, then triksdale School and went on
to train as a laboratory technologist. | þndly remember
growing up on the farm where I was usually the bonehead
- at least when it came to moving cattle.
We were marriedJuly 29, 1972, resided away from
this area for a few years but dreamed of returning home

Community College to take diesel mechanics. He worked
for Marine Transport in Selkirk and E.F. Gros Construction before being hired by the City of West Kildonan in

7t2

and to farm life. Our dream came true

in

1978 when we

he had purchased a farm, and they farmed there

purchased part of my dad's farm plus the farm then
owned by Elsie Henrotte. This fa¡m is even more dear
to me because it was the homestead of my maternal greatgrandparents, Desire and Rosalie Henrotte, who had
immigrated from Belgium. We will be a century family
farm in 2010.

'til 1935.,

Their daughter Eleanor was born there in 1934.
In 1935 they moved to Mulvihill, and rented a farm
next to Dave Sewell's, just north of Mulvihill, and farmed
there'til 1938. They moved again to a farm south-west
of Mulvihill, next to Polinski's, where their son Stanley

in 1939.
Times were tough as it was The Depression during
those years in Mulvihill, and there were no markets for
farm produce, grain, milk or livestock. Money was pracwas born

tically non-existent, and we had to grow most everything
we ate.
We did have some good times though. There were
Christmas concerts a¡rd community dances; where the
parents brought their children to join in, and when the
children got too tired, they went to sleep in the coat room.
When the parents were ready to go home, the children
were gathered up and taken home. There was no such

thing

as

baby-sitters.

In 1943, Stanley Sztuk and family sold everything in
Mulvihill and moved to Agassiz, BC, where they had
(til

1967.
purchased adairy farm, and continued to farm
Then they retired to Chilliwack to live 'til their passing;
Stanley in 1983 and Gladys in 1988.

Jeff, Joel, Ken & Wendy Sweetland;
Tony, Janalee
Ken and I have four children:Jeff. (July 22, 1976) now
attending Brandon University studying Computer Science.Joel (May 29, 1978),Janalee (August 27, 1984) and
Anthony (Tony,July 7,1986) are all attending school in
nearby Lundar.
We love the farm. Ours is a mixed operation of beef
cattle, forage and a smaller acreage of grain. We try to
be active in our communities, serving on several volunteer boards such as the Agricultural Society, the Gunton
Bull Test Station and community sports organizations.
Although we devote most of our time to the farm and
our family, I sometimes work in the Lab and X-ray Departments at hospitals in Ashern and Eriksdale.
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The Sztuk Family ('1983):

SZTUK FAMILY

Wacía, Stanley, Henryka, Eleanor, Gladys,

Stanley Sztuk came from Poland to Canada in 1929, and

Stanley

worked in the woods in Ontario cutting cord-wood in
order to make enough money to bring his wife, Gladys
and daughter Henryka to Canada.
In 1932 they were able to join him at Lundar where

Their daughter, Henryka, lives in Penticton, BC, and
daughter Eleanor Kincaid and son Stanley, live in
Chilliwack, BC.
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TEGELBERG FAMILY

catch fish. This creek has changed immensely over the
years.

It now rarely runs due to the ditching which

has

been done over the years. The Tegelberg's homestead
in now called Dry Creek Farms.
Threshing was a big time on the farm, Henning and
his neighbors, Conrad Pearson,John Lindell and Gustave

t2*

Peterson, bought a threshing machine in the early years.

They had to hire someone with a tractor to run it. Thresh-

ing was a very busy time not only for the men but also
for the women. Sofia and the other wives would prepare
the meals, bake the bread and cakes, and keep the coffee hot for the men when they came in from the fìeld.
All this was done on wood stoves without the convenience of running water and electricity. The men would
move from farm to farm, helping each other until the
threshing was finished.
Henning and Sofia had four children. The oldest was
Jenny (1910-1987), followedby Milton (1914), Ferdinand
(1915-1992) andJudith (1919). When Henning and Sofia
fìrst started out, they did not have much, but Sofia always made the best of what she had. Sofia was a good
homemaker. In the early years, the trail to town ran
through their yard and everyone stopped for a friendly
chat and a cup of coffee and to sample some of her delicious baking. Sofìa loved her flower gardens, taking great
pleasure in watching them bloom. She always recreated
these beautiful flowers in her stitching. Sofia was very
artistic with her needle and thread, never buying patterns to embroider but drawing and designing them her-

i

.ì
l

Henning & Sofia Tegelberg
Henning Tegelberg was born on April 10, 1883, in
Halland, Sweden. He had one brother and six sisters.
Henning attended school and worked on the family farm.
In Sweden, all young men were required to serve their
governmentby spendingtwo years in the army. Henning,
as well as his brother, fulfilled this obligation. Henning's
brother,John, immigrated to Canadain the early 1900's.
After hearing of the wonders of the new world, Henning
decided to follow. He arrived in Canada in 1907, working withJohn throughout northern Ontario. It was while
working on a crew building the road bed for the railroad
north of Oak Point that Henning met Sofia Peterson.
Sofia Peterson was born on May 11, 1890 inJamtland,
Sweden. She came to Canada in 1908 with her parents
and brothers. Sofìa's fìrst few months in the new world
were spent at Parkview School learning the English language. Afterward she took a job as a cook for the railway workers. Her last cooking camp wÍrs situated in the
town of Camper.

self.

Henning had a stroke in 1957 that left him disabled.
He passed away on March 7, 1967. Sofia continued to
live in their home on the fa¡m until 1971. She then moved
into the Friendly Villa in Eriksdale where she passed
away onJanuary 3I, L977.

Jenny Borradaile
Jenny SofiaWilheminia (1910-1987)was born on December 24, 1910, to Henning and Sofia Tègelberg, residing
on the family homestead at Eriksdale. She was the first
of four children.Jenny attended a school called Ha¡tfield.
She remembered the days of walking to school during
the winter months and having to wear her father's sheepskin coat and having her lunch freeze in the process.
WhenJenny was seventeen she moved to Winnipeg
and worked there for a couple of years as a housekeeper.
In 1935 her dream materialized when she moved to Vancouver, BC. As a child taking geography she would tell

Henning and Sofìa ma¡ried in October 1910. They
settled on SE 7-22-5W nea¡ the village of Eriksdale, where

they started out with

a

few chickens and sheep and a few

acres of grain. To get to town, they had to cross the creek

which flowed though their property, just to the east of
the homestead. When this creek was high they would
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and whenever possible, they travelled throughout England. In 1957 they returned to Victoria.

her mother about her dream of wanting to go to Vancou-

ver. The morning after Jenny's arrival she went to the
employment office and had a job as a housekeeper before lunch. On her first free afternoon she went into town
and met a young girl named Mabel from Saskatchewan
who was also of Swedish decent. Mabel andJenny became good friends and spent their free time at the Swedish Mission. In 1938 a young man cÍune to the Swedish
Mission inquiring if there where any girls interested in
going to Mayne Island to act as housekeeper for Lady
Constance Fawkes.Jenny accepted the position and this
was how she metJohn Borradaile, whom she married on
March 23, L945, in Vancouver.
Jack andJenny acted as caretakers for Lady Constance
Fawkes until her death. The Fawkes' estate was left to
Jack and they sold the property in 1947 and moved to
Esquimalt near Victoria.

On March 23,1970,Jack andJenny celebrated their
25th wedding anniversary. A few days later, on the 28th
their son, Stephen, took Sharon Bmery as his bride. On
November 4, L97 3, J enny andJack b ecame grandparents,
when Sharon gave birth to a son, Mark. Two more grandchildren were born, David,July L5, 1975, andJulie, October 3, 1978.
The last timeJenny visited her home town, was the
summer of 1985. She arrived with Stephen, Sharon, and

the grandchildren and enjoyed her time there visiting
family and friends.
During her lifetime, Jenny was involved with many
women's groups, and donated much time to meeting the
needs of those deprived of day to day necessities. She
taught herself late in life to play the piano, and up to the
time of her death was able to read and write the Swedish
language. On October 25, L987,Jenny passed away from
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's Disease).

Sharon, Loís, Stephen, Jenny & Jack;
David, Julie & Mark
Henning & Velma;
Jean, Laurette, Mílton & Lauríe, Eric

While living in EsquimaltJack andJenny operated a
home for searnen who came into port. They provided
them with meals and company during their short stayovers. On April 3, 1948, their first child Stephen, was
born.Jack andJenny moved to Duncan, whereJack obtained work in a mill in one of the nearby communities.
On November 22, 1949 their second child was born, a

Milton & Laurie Tegelberg
Milton Henning TÞgelberg, bornJanuary 18, 1914, was
the second child and oldest son of Henning and Sofia
Tegelberg. The four children were raised in a Swedishspeaking family in the farming community of Briksdale.

daughter Lois.

In 1955Jack andJenny sold their home in Victoria

Milton attended Hartfield School, southwest of the

and put all their possessions into storage, and then moved

Ggelberg farm. As did many of the other children, Milton
began school speaking only Swedish and had to learn
English very quickly. While at school he participated in
sports and social activities. This was in the 1920's and the
teacher had a horse for transportation. "Several of the
kids were playing around with the teacher's horse. Some-

family, lock stock and barrel, to England. While there
Jack worked in a hotel, in Bexhill-on-Sea on the south
coast where they lived.

Jenny attended to the home, and Lois and Stephen
attended school. This was a working holiday for them
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one let it out; don't know who The horse had a halter
and shank on it, and I (Milton) grabbed the shank with
the rope which twisted around my finger. Herb Smith
was trying to help round up the horse and as he closed
the barn door the rope got caught but was pulled through
by the horse." Unfortunately the rope took off the tip of
Milton's finger.Johnny Mills took Milton to the doctor in
town. "Grandpa and Grandma Tegelberg happened to
be in town and they were able to come to the doctor's
right away. The end of the finger was removed and the
wound sealed."
Yea¡s later Milton would enlist in the army, the Winnipeg Rifles and later the Highland Light Infantry, carrier section. Despite this obviously shortened finger he
was accepted and fulfilled all the requirements of a soldier, including overseas duty and combat. It's probably a
reflection of the great need that war imposes. After hav-

theJohnson farm. There were two other brothers, Hector and Eric.
Milton and Laurie were married December I5, L942,
in Tianscona. Milton was in the army at the time and
expected to be sent overseas. Milton was sent to Debert
and Tiuro and Laurie managed to make the train trip to
see him. Notlong after Milton went overseas, Laurie and
Milton's first child was born, Henning Milton (May 4,
1944). Laurie was living in Tlanscona then and with the
help of Grandma Bush looked after young Henning until
Milton's return.
After being demobbed from the army at war's end,
Milton returned home to Tianscona where he got a job
in the malting plant. The war took its toll because Milton
ended up in hospital for several months with pleurisy.
Milton then got a job with the CNR as a pipefitter/
millwright. During these years, three other children were
born; EricJohn (August 16, 1948), Velma Ethel (June 12,
1950), and Laurette Anne (July 24, 1953). Laurie eventually returned to teaching in Winnipeg and Thanscona.
Milton continued with the CNR until his retirement in

ing been in the army for some time Milton was standing
with his comrades for an inspection. The inspecting officer wanted to know how long Milton had that handand
"how could he shoot with it, since it was his right hand?"
Milton explained he'd had it since childhood and they
must have seen it when he enlisted and he always managed to hit the target so far. Milton stayed in the service
and they sent him overseas.
Before joining the army, Milton worked on the farm
and at other jobs. He spent two-three winters fishing Lake
Manitoba with ErnieJohnson, two falls threshing in Carman and inJanuary 1937, Milton went to the mine area

1978. In 1979 he and Laurie moved to Tsawassen, BC
where they still reside. Milton has become an accom-

of Ontario with his uncles, Karl and Axel and Alex

plished painter and continues to garden.
Life was good for the Milton Tegelberg family. We had
a home rich in love and laughter if not richly furnished.
Three of the children went to the University of Manitoba
and one to Success Business College.
All four children have married and have children of
their own:

Peterson. They got jobs loading ties but Milton tried to

Henning married Louise Dowhaniuk (Matthew

get on in the mines. But with no experience he got nowhere. Finally he asked one superintendent, "Let me ask
you a question. All these fellows working here-were they
born miners?" The super laughed and said, "No, they
had to start the same way you did, with no experience."
The superintendent gave Milton ajob, cutting trees for a
right-of-way for a fìreguard and then, later, a job in the
mine. Eventually, Milton went into the mine blacksmith
and steel shop, where he stayed until going into the army.
At a dance Milton met Laurie Bush, the school teacher
at Hartfield School. It was her fìrst school after graduat-

Henning,January 2, 1981, and Laura Anne, February

11,

1e83).

Bric marriedJean Stevenson, (RobertJohn Tegelberg,

August 10, 1981, and Catherine Christina Elizabeth
Stevenson, February 14, 1984).

Velma married Carl Smith, son of Herbert and Clara
Smith, formerly of Hartfield, (Coleen Jennifer Smith,
August 2 9, 1973, Ian Edward, March

2

8,

L97 5,

and Darrell,

November 15, 1982).
Laurette married Dennis Miller (Lindsay Elizabeth,
January 11, 1982, StewartWesleyTegelberg, April2l, 1985
and Robin Edward Tegelberg, May 11, 1988).
It has been fascinating to interaiew Dad and write this
very brief biography. I am reminded of the major events
that transpired during my parents' lives; two world wars,
a major depression, booming fìfties, the cold uar, men in
space and on the moon, heart transplants, computers and

ing from Normal School. Laurie was boarding with
Applebys and Lucy Appleby was going out with Arthur
Lindell (Milton's cousin).
Laurie was the youngest child of William and Ethel
Bush of Gunton. Laurie's older sister Anne marriedJohn

Johnson of Vogar and their brother Edward worked on
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the crumbling of the Berlin Wall, etc. What makes me
astonished is how this generation sees itselfas ordinary!
My dad tells his experiences in a matter-of-fact way and
with humor but many of his experiences, such as in the
mine or during the war, were life threatening. I don't
think my father sees the heroic and the stoicin his life. I
don't mean the Hollywood style of heroics but having
the guts to face what life throws at you to get the job
done, to assume responsibility and to come out at the
other end still retaining your sense of humor and your
sense of humanity. These are qualities that are worth
honoring and passing on to future generations.

(bornJanuary 7, 1927), the oldest daughter of Bert and
Winnie Duncan who lived I/2 mile north of the Eriksdale Cemetery. At this time, Beatrice was working at the
hospital as a nurse's aide withJudy, Ferdinand's younger
sister.

Together their life settled into quite a routine. Planting and harvesting grain was Ferdinand's great love. He
loved to drive the tractor and watch as the furrows turned
over. Ferdinand always prided himself on his straight
rows. He was forever calculating the distance he had
driven around each field.
Ferdinand and Beatrice's first child was born onJune
15, 1947. WayneJohn David, was soon followed by
WendyAnn on August 15, 1948 (Ferdinand's 33rd birthday). Wayne and Wendy kept Beatrice hopping.
In February 1950, Henning and Sofia's house was lost
to fire. Beatrice and Ferdinand took them into their home
until a new house was built. Their house was completed
in early July. To show their appreciation, they gave

Ferdinand and Beatrice two heifers ready to calve.
Ferdinand and Beatrice's livestock herd increased over
the years. In 1951 Henning retired from farming and
Ferdinand took over.
Over the years, I'erdinand and Beatrice's family grew
Lorne Gilbert was born on July 2, 1952. Douglas
Randolph (Randy) was born on August 28,1954, and
Wanda Heather was born on September 5, 1959.

Ferdinand & Beatrice Tegelberg

During these years the farm also grew with more acres
under cultivation and more cattle (Holsteins). The dairy

Ferdinand Tìrre Tegelberg was born on August 15, 1915,

business started slowly at first, but as the boys grew older,

on his parents' homestead. His father was Henning

the Tègelbergs increased their herd.

Tegelberg (1883-1967) and his mother was Sofia Peterson

built a new barn. He had help from two of his uncles,
Ollie and Karl Peterson. At first, milking was done by
hand, but as the years passed all the modern conveniences were added. In 1967 the farm was incorporated
as Dry Creek Farms Ltd.
During this time Ferdinand served as trustee for the
Hartfield School while Beatrice was secretary-treasurer.
They both served until it closed in 1965. All of their children attended Hartfield before going on to Eriksdale
where they completed their schooling. Ferdinand also
served on the Co-op board for many years. His main

(1890-1977). Ferdinand had tr,vo sisters and one brother;

Jenny (1910-1987), Milton (191a) andJudith (1919).
Ferdinand started school at Hartfield when he was
seven years old. He finished grade eight and went on to

high school in Eriksdale. Having completed the tenth
grade, Ferdinand convinced his father that he did not
need more education to be a farmer and was allowed to
quit. Ferdinand then started farming with his father.
In 1938 Ferdinand was able to scrape together enough
money to buy an oldJohn Deere tractor. In 1939 he was
able to acquire land of his own. He bought SW 8-22-6W

In

1961, Ferdinand

interest, however, were his farm, his home, and his family. Many long hours were spent looking out on his field,

in the district of Clydebank and a year or so later he
purchased NW 7-22-5W. In the summer of 1946, he built

planning for the next season's planting and hoping for
the weather to cooperate with his plans. He also spent a
lot of time fixing equipment and improving all aspects

a house.

On October 19, 1946 Ferdinand married the girl of
his dreams. The luckyladywasBeatrice Caroline Duncan

of the farm.
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Lorenzo and AliceJacques of Quebec). They lived six
years in Montreal and have now settled in Hull, PQ
They have two children, Bric (1985) and Amanda (1986).
Haydn works for the Solicitor General and Heather works

for Revenue Canada.

In

Ferdinand and Beatrice sold the farm to Lorne
and Randy. In 1980 they built a new house in Eriksdale
and made the big move into town. This was the first move
for Ferdinand after having been born and living his whole
life on the farm. It was a big adjustment for Ferdinand,
but he was at the farm whenever possible to drive the
1976

tractor.

Ferdinand passed away on February 25, L992, after a
struggle with cancer. Beatrice continued to live in the
house in Eriksdale until the fall of 1994 when she moved
into the E.V. Lindell Manor in Eriksdale. She keeps busy
in the New Horizons Club and her multitude of hobbies
which include cross stitching, Quilting, and crocheting.
She also enjoys travelling across Canada visiting family.

Randy & Donna, Lorne & Sheryl, Hayden &
Heather, Bob & Wendy, Wayne & Brenda
As the years passed the children sta¡ted to leave the
nest. Wayne married Brenda Heroux in 1966 and they
had two children, Brent (1966) and Darren (1969). Wayne
and Brenda presently live in Shaunavon, SK where
Wayne works for Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. Brenda is
employed as Activity Director at the local nursing home
and also works as an emergency medical technician.
Brent and Mernie have a son, Linden (1992), and they
reside in the Calgary area. Darren and Sherry have a
daughter, Bo Derek (1993), and live in Leader, SK.
Wendy married Robert Hoffman (son of Tþd and

THOMPSON
Don & Patricia
Patricia Dale Hallson, better known as Skippy, was born
in Eriksdale on March 17,1947 at E.M. Crowe Hospital
to Anna and Hal Hallson. I have two sisters; Linda Ann
Ames born Jt:Jy 24,1944 and PhyllisJean Boushy born
July 15, 1935. I lived in Eriksdale for 18 years graduating
from Grade 12 in 196.5. It was a fantastic 18 years as I
really enjoyed the small townlife,I have so many good
memories from my childhood days. A few that stand out

Adina Hoffman) from Camper in 1967. Bob and Wendy
have two daughters, Michelle (1969) and Tiacey (1971).
Bob and Wendy have done the most relocating, having
lived in many areas throughout Manitoba and also a short
time in Alberta. They have now settled in Winnipeg
where Bob works for Credit Union Central and Wendy
works for Manitoba Health. Michelle and her husband,
Kevin Ferguson, from Manitou currently reside in Winnipeg and have one son, TlevorJames (1995). Tiacey is
a teacher and often substitutes in the Eriksdale area.
Lorne married Sheryl Allen (daughter of Laurie and
Elsie Allen from the Mulvihill area) in 1980. Lorne still
lives and farms on the original homestead. Sheryl is a

are the trips to Chief's Point on a Sunday afternoon for
swimming and a picnic. As a child I looked forward to
those outings. We would head out as soon as Linda and
I arrived home from Sunday School. The beach was so

sandy and I remember great trees for climbing. I was
quite a tomboy in those days, so for me it was ideal. Bven
if it was raining, Mom and Dad woulcln't clisappoint us.
We would drive out there, have our lunch (in the car)
and return home.
I also remember going fishing a lot with my parents
and their friends. We would go to Dolly Bay, The Nar-

cook for the New Horizons. They have two daughters,
Alaina (1981) and Elsa (198a).
Randy married Donna Anderstedt (daughter of Victor and Doreen Lamoureux) in 1993. They have three
children; Donald (19S0), Karissa (198a) and Eric (1986).
Randy and Donna live on their farm east of Eriksdale.
Randy works for R & B Auto Service in addition to farm-

rows and The Secret Jþaú. Mom was a fabulous
fisherperson and we usually came home with a good
catch of pickerel. I especially remember the time Mom
B lb. and I L/21b. pickerels. We were at The Narrows fishing off the dock where the ferry came in and as

ing. Donna works as a nurse's aide in the Eriksdale area.

In

caught

1981 Heather married Haydn Jacques (son of
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it was getting dark, the fish started to bite. When Mom
landed those two beautiful fish (within a half hour time
span) we put the car lights on so the beams would shine
on the dock. What a thrill! When we arrived home fairly
late at night, Mom filleted the fish and we had a great

working and curling for a dentist who had aspirations of
being US curling champion. That turned out to be a total disaster and we moved back to Winnipeg in 1967. I

feed.

nipeg.

resumed my education by taking university courses during the summers and evenings at the University of Win-

I

mentioned, I was very much a tomboy and enjoyed bike riding, tree climbing, building forts, walking
the railroad tracks and riding on the buttermilk wagon
with Faye Stuart. We also played a lot in the stockyards
which were behind Stuarts' CN station house. Gads, I
must have come home smelling high at times!
I became very good friends with a new girl to town Donna Boss. Our friendship started when we had a conversation sitting in trees, reading comics and kying to
ignore one a¡rother. We were inseparable and we spent
many great times at Puþþy\ Pond or sitting on a haystack
in some farmer's field. We travelled around on foot or
our bikes most every-where in our community. As we
grew older and matured, we double-dated a lot and enjoyed the country dances at Mulvihill, Camper and
Lindell's Ba¡n Dance. Donna's parents, Nick and Blsie
Boss never failed to take us girls to a dance every weekend. During my teenage years, I think I spent more time
in the Boss home than my own. To this day, Donna Boss
(Smith) and I remain very good friends.
I took grades l-12 in Eriksdale from 1953-1965. During this time, I was also very active in figure skating. I
spent hours at the rink taking lessons and practicing for
carnivals. I loved the sport. When in my mid-teens,
Cheryl Whitney and I would instruct the younger ones
in Ashern, Eriksdale and Lundar. Our mothers would
take turns driving us on Sahrrdays. We both also attended
figure skating school in Winnipeg duringJuly and August. To this day, I enjoy watching the figure skating competitions on TV and I attend live performances whenAs

I

also started my teaching career as a substitute

teacher for Winnipeg School Division #1. After ayear,l
received a teaching position with Tianscona - Springfield
School Division #12 teaching grade one for eight years

from 1967-1974. Winston and I lived in Norwood until
we divorced in 1973. I lived in Winnipeg for another
year then moved to Calgary in L974. My parents were
living there then, as well as my sister and brother-inlaw
(Phyllis and Ernie Boushy) and their three children.
During my time in Calgary, I worked for Investors Syndicate as a sales representative and Statistics Canada. I
enjoyed the change ofpace from teaching and the flexible hours.

InJune 1975,I took a three month leave of absence
from Statistic Canada and moved to Clearwater Lake to
work at Vickery's Lodge. I had a wonderful summer
working and meeting so many different people. It was
during this time that I met Don Thompson and we were
married onJune 11, 1976.
I returned to teaching, working as a substitute teacher
for ayear at The Guy Hill Indian School on Clearwater
Lake which was about half mile from the government
housing at The Pas Airport, where Don and I lived. I
then started teaching for Kelsey School Division #45Ln
The Pas where I taught for 15 years. During those years,
I taughtmostly primary, special education, and language
development classes. I resigned in 1992 and now I do
some substitute teaching, grades one - twelve atJoe Ross
School on The Pas Reserve.
Don a¡rd I lived at The Pas Airport until 1984 when
we bought our present home on Clearwater Lake, 20
miles north of The Pas. After 25 years of teaching, I am

I also manage to put on the blades at least
once a year and try some of the jumps and spins. The
old bones aren't as agile as they once were but I still
enjoy it.
I continued my formal education by attending the
University of Manitoba in 1965 a¡rd took Education lA
to get my teaching certifìcate. I stayed on campus at St.
Andrew's College and completed the one ye¿ìr teaching

Environment Services onJune 17,I9gL and now it's time
to relax and enjoy the good life.
My mom Anna Belle Hallson died at the age of.77 on
January 16, 1989 and my dad Hallur Olafsson Hallson
died at the age of 82 on May 10, 1990. They were both
cremated and their remains were scattered in Clearwater

Progïam,

Lake.

ever possible.

now semi-retired. Don retired from the Atmospheric

InJune 1966, I married Winston Warren in Winnipeg and we lived in East Kildonan fromJune - Septem-

My sister, Phyllis Boushy and her husband Ernie live
in Caþary, AB. Their three children are married, also in

ber 1966. We then moved to Fargo, ND

Calgary.

as

Winston was
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two-story log house next to his Granny Sanford's (Rosa
nee Gard) old cabin. The property was homesteaded by
their grandfather, Charles Sanford. Charles and Rosa
emigrated to Canada from England in the early 1900's.
Eileen's youngest brother, Clifford, lives in Ottawa with
his wife,Joanne, and her sister, Violet, and her husband,
Vic Basson, live at Birds Hill.
Rose and Bill were divorced inL957 and Rose remarried Stanley Pearson a few years later. Rose passed away
in November 19Bl and Bill passed away inJanuary 1995.
John and Eileen were married May 25, 1957. They
lived in Winnipeg for a couple of years before moving
to Mulvihill. Here they bought the farm ofJim (Uncle

SOth Anniversary (l 984)

Don & Pat Thompson, Ernie & Phyllis Boushy,
Hal & Anna Hallson, Linda & Bob Ames

Jim) and Violet Sanford. Here they lived and raised their
six children.John worked out on construction and Eileen
kept the farm going and more recently has worked full
time at the Havakeen Lunch and Tire.
The children ofJohn and Eileen:
Darlene (Dolly), bornJuly 16,1957 married Dwight
Patterson from Deerhorn. Dwight is a carpenter by lrade.
He does construction and repair jobs in the area and
works at a hunting lodge during the summers. Dolly

My sister, LindaAmes and her husband Robert, along
with their son Michael live in Burnaby, BC. Their daughter Susan Ames lives in Winnipeg.

TKACH

works at the Co-op Store. They have two children;
Vanessa, bornJuly 4, L973, who works in the Resource
Center for the Lakeshore School Division. She and Rob
Miller bought the former home of Arne and Mae
Brandstrom, on Nord Road. Robbie and Vanessea plan
to be married inJune, 1996.Jody, born May 15, 1978
lives at home in Mulvihill.Jody and Mandy Byron have
a daughter, Brittany Deanne who was born March 2,

John & Eileen
John Tkach the only son of William and Ann Tkach was

born October 11, 1936 in Fraserwood in the Municipality of Kreuzberg.John lived in Fraserwood until he was
eight years old where he attended St.Joseph Vocational
School while his mother was hospitalized for TB. In 1945

John's mother died andJohn was sent to a foster home.
At the age of l4John moved to Winnipeg and got his
first job with the Blind Institute on Portage Avenue for
$t6.SO a week. When he was 16 he moved to Dufrost,
MB. where he worked on a fa¡m for two years; then he
went to work for MTS, in Miniota and Hamiota. John
left MTS and went back to school to take a machinist
course that lasted eight months after which he got a job

1993.

Charlene (Chucky), born May 24, 1959 married
Arden Miller and live at Lily Bay. They have five children: Annette Tkach,Jason Hogue, and twins, Mark and
Matthew Miller, and Arron Miller.
Curtis (]oe), bornJune 7, 1961 married Sandra Kirby
(daughter of Arnold and Patsy Kirby) from Lundar. They
have two children; Rene, eight and Marcy, five years
old. They live in Lundar.
James, bornJuly 7, 1963 married Lisa Winskey and
they live in Winnipeg.
Juanita, bornJune 18, 1965 has one son, Brett, eleven
years old and lives with her partner, Blair Shabaga, at
Mulvihill.
Jonathon, born February 19, l97O lives in Mulvihill
with his partner, Cindy Goszulak, and their son, Braden,
who was born in April, 1987. Cindy is currently working
at the Shop Easy store in Eriksdale.

with Dominion Bronze.
While at Dominion Bronze he met Art Squires (unknown to him at the time, his soon to be brother-in-law).
During a lay-off, Art broughtJohn out to his family farm
in Mulvihill where he met and soon after married Eileen
Squires.

Eileen was born November 6, 1941 to Bill and Rose
(Sanford) Squires in the Woodlea Municipality. Eileen
was the third of five children. Two of her brothers,

Art

and Allen, built retirement homes at Mulvihill, Allen is
deceased. (See Allen and Marie Squires). Art built a large,
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painted his legs with tar and put feathers in the tar. They
had a great time climbing onto the roof of the barn and
jumping off.John's legs burned for a few days due to the

TODD
Henry & Ada
A story told byJohn Todd,

age 83, and written by his
(Todd),
daughter, Florence
and a story written byJasper

tar.

There was a picnic site on Sharpe's land near town
and a barn not far from there. One day some children
went to see the pigs in the barn and were very surprised
to also find raß!
In 1919Jesse and Eric Todd joined the army of the
WWI. They went overseas and when they returned they
acquired one quarter section of land to homestead near
Hodgson, MB.
One cold winter evening in February 1920 when Ada
Todd and her sons came home from town the house was
very cold and dark. They lit some lamps and two of the
boys were going to cut wood for the fire. They wanted
some light but as they took the lantern through the room
it was knocked down and spilt near the stove. A fire
started quickly and destroyed the house and all the family's belongings. The Laird family kindly took the Todds
in while a new house was built. Otto and CharlieJohnson
helped with the building: however, only a shell was completed and in the fall the family moved to Winnipeg.
Mrs. Ada Todd was a member of the Ladies Guild.
At the time of this writing, }rlay, 1 9 95 : Millicent (Todd)
Fidler lives near Toronto, ON. Cyril Todd retired from
his work as a mechanic for the city of Winnipeg in 1965.
He lives in Richmond, BC. InJune of 1995 at 95, Cyril
drove his car back to visit family at Selkirk and friends at
Eriksdale. John Todd lives in Selkirk, MB. John's wife
Ada died in 1996.

Cyril D. Todd, age 95, were amaþamated as follows:
March 23,1912 at five o'clock in the morning, Henry
and Ada Todd from West Yorkshire boa¡ded the train at
Sheffield, England for Liverpool where they boarded the
CPR Steamship SS Canada bound for Canada. That new

land with all the excitement.

Their children came with them from England. There
was: Jesse (15 years), Eric (13 years), Cyril (12 years),
Millicent (10 years), Nellie (5 years), Hayden (5 years),

andJohn (4 years). In 1914 Mary was born in Eriksdale.
They arrived in Halifax, NS at noon on April L,19L2.
From there they had a long train ride through Canada
and the United States finally arriving at Eriksdale by
CNR train at 3:30 P.M. on April 9, 1912. They were met
by Mr. Ben Arnold with his yoke of oxen and wagon.
He took them to his home about one and one half miles
down the railway track. The family stayed with the
Arnolds until Harry Todd (as he became known) did fìle

on a homestead and built a house for his family.
Neighbors and friends were the: Lairds, Tommy Rogan,
Johnnie Forsyth and Ben Arnold,Jack Swafer who had
two children and Ed Madill who was a bachelor.
The homestead was situated on NE 9-22-5W, the road
went east from Laird's one mile to Madden's corner and
north from there to Todd's. The house was built of logs

and had two single pane windows facing south. A
wooden ladder led to the loft where the children slept.
John recalls seeing the stars through the wooden roof
that first winter. At first the floor was mud and a cast iron
stove provided the heat. The children found it warnrer

TORGERSON

Arnold & Margaret

to lie down between the stove and the wall. Later a leanto kitchen was added to the house and

a

Margie Neely, the daughter of Sam and Maggie-ann
Neely was born in St.James, MB onJuly 20, 1928 and
came with her parents and two brothers to Eriksdale in

wood cook stove

placed in there.
The family farmed. They had cattle, horses, chickens
and a team of oxen. One of the oxen was a long horned
steer from Texas and the other was a roan ox. They sold
eggs, creÍìm and butter to the store in Eriksdale. For a
short time Henry worked on the railroad as the land was
poor.
John remembers 1917 when his mother went to England to visit her parents. l'he Whitney boys and Hayden
andJohn Todd were playing cowboys and India¡rs. Since
John was the smallest he was to be the Indian. They

September, 1935.

I attended Ha¡tfield school grades 1-10 with teachers
Dorothy Murray, Violet Applebee, Rowena Sherritt,
Alpha Sigurdson, Edith Gumbrill and Margaret
Magwood. Those were very huppy days. At one time
we had 32 pupils in grades l-9 and yet our teacher had
time to oversee our play periods outside, did wood working projects with us, had a Christmas concert every year
and all our books were corrected up to date. I have al-
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ways felt that the future children would miss a lot by the

TORGERSON

closing of the little one-room schools.

Lynn & Laurie

Arnold Torgerson and I were ma¡ried August 24, 1946
in Eriksdale United church by Dr. Best of Winnipeg.
Arnold was born in Lillesve district east of Lundar on

I, Laurie Bain, was born toJack andJean Bain of Caledonia, ON onJune 29,1949, and was raised in the villages of Caledonia and nearby .Àncaster. My parents
operated a hardware store and small repair shop for
many years in Ancaster. I enjoyed watching my father
repair mowers and small engines, and recall passing him

June 3, 1920. For manyyears he worked on farms around
Grosse Isle, fished in the winter on Lake Manitoba with

his father, did truck hauling and worked construction.
In 1952 he was employed by the Province of Manitoba
as a grader operator. After working two or three years
on other routes he became the operator on #6 Highway
and many other roads around Eriksdale for 25 years until
the time of his death April 13, 1978. Arnold took great
pride in the roads he maintained. He was always ready
to assist anyone in trouble. I remember the late Mrs. C.
Jeffers, telling me that one day she had walked farther
than she realized east of Eriksdale. It was very hot and
she was quite exhausted. Arnold came along with the
grader. He could tell she was very tired so he said, "If
you would like a ride I can get you into the grader." So
he lifted her on the hydraulic blade and she climbed in

tools as he needed them.
After high school, I trained to become a nurse at St.
Joseph's Hospital in Hamilton, ON. In the autumn of
1971, I had the urge to travel and came to Eriksdale as a
newly graduated registered nurse. At that time, the Eriksdale Hospital was affiliated with the United Church of
Canada. I was hired by a Dr. Watt, who recruited staff
for the church's mission hospitals. I lived in the nurses'
residence behind the hospital from 1971 to 1973 with
several other women. Dr. Paulson and Dr. Fayyazwere

the practicing physicians when I came and Marion
Robertson was the matron. I was to learn many things
about nursing over the next few years. I recall experi-

the cab and rode home to Briksdale in style, as she said.
She used to laugh and say Arnold saved her life.
Arnold and I have two children, Lynn and Dale who
grew up here and went to Hartfield School and ttren
Briksdale School. Dale went on to Red River College.
She works at EMC Hospital. Dale and Blair Lloyd of
Selkirk were married October 6, 1979. They have three
children; Jeffrey, Courtney and Dakota. They live on
three acres of NW 36-21-6W in the Hartfìeld district.
Lynn married Laurie Bain an RN of Ancaster, ON.
They have two children, David and Patty. They live three

ence with labor and delivery, some surgery was also per-

formed here during the earþ seventies.
The hospital was generally full, sometimes with beds
set up in the hall and the children's ward was always
full. Infants and toddlers would appear with gastroenteritis, chest infections and ear infections primarily. Days
were full with work and the comradery of living in residence.

and ahalf miles west of Eriksdsale,on#417 on the homestead of Lynn's grandfather, Samuel Neely.

In

1967 we tore the house on the farm down and re-

built in Eriksdale, We lived in our garage the fìrst winter
and moved into our house in November 1968. By this
time our children were grown and I took a nurses aide
course and worked for six and half years at EMC Hospital. I loved my work and still miss it. By late 1974 the
doctor advised I give it up for health reasons.
I have served terms on the Eriksdale Co-op board,
the Eriksdale United Church board and have been in
the United Church Choir for over 30 years. I have trav-

I hrrn north

1973

I

tion. His work took him to many locations

-

Long Spruce,

Gillam, Fort McMurray and Ignace, to name a few. Then
1978, Lynn established his own business. He has
worked as a sub-contractor for Manitoba Hydro, and

in

more recently for Crocus Construction, through-out
Ontario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
In 1976, Lynn and I settled into our own home on NE
35-21-6W. We chose to build on the quarter section of
land that had formerly been homesteaded by his Sandparents, Samuel and Margaret Ann Neely.

elled to quite a few places and have seen beautiful coun-

try, but nothing looks as good as when
#6 Highway to Eriksdale and HOME.

of

married Arnold Lynn Torgerson,
son of Arnold and Margaret Torgerson. Lynn was born
in Winnipeg, and along with his sister, Dale, was raised
in Eriksdale. His early yeils were spent in the Hartfield
district, where he lived and attended school. In 1967 his
family moved to town. Lynn attended Eriksdale Collegiate and thereafter began to work out on construction.
He worked primarily for BACM on power-line construcIn June

on
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Two children were born to us; David, September 11,
1974 andPatty, August2,1978. They have both received
their education in Eriksdale. David is currently working
for Crocus Construction; Patty is attending Eriksdale
Collegiate, presently in grade eleven (1994).
I continue to work at the Eriksdale Hospital in a parttime position.

TURNER

S¡ & Jennie
Memories of grouing uþ in Mulaihill, through a child\

eyes.

My brother Lewis was born March 12, 1923 and I
followed on Valentines Day 1927. Mrs. Dane Pederson
was the midwife, and during the delivery Lewis was
brought over to stay at Carpenter's. When he was
brought home later that day my Dad told him that they
had a lovely Valentine for him-upon viewing me, Lewis
smiled and said that I probably was a very nice baby

Lewis & Jane Turner
in California and Louis Strindlund; or my uncle Albert

but he'd druther haae a red heart
As an only child Lewis had been a wanderer. He
had a small birthmark about the size of a wood tick on
one of his arms. Evidently when he had asked what it

Strindlund; the Great Depression; or my father's fìrst car.
Naturally at that age, I don't have any recollection of
these happenings.
My memories of Mulvihill all involve my beloved
Katie. Without a doubt I had the greatest of childhoods
- from the time that I was four until well into my teens
Lewis and I spent all the summers with Katie at Nord
School. I think we were supposed to learn Swedish,
but that never happened - or if we did learn any, it was
quickly forgotten once we returned home.
Katie's husband, Anton Paulson, drove the cream

was my mother went on to explain that birthmarks were

very lucky and very special to have. If he ever got lost
they could always find him and everyone would know
that he was their little boy. This was like a passport to

freedom as far as Lewis was concerned - and as a
three year old he and the dog Perp visited every farm in
the area. They were never lost, always returning on their
own, or accompanied by a neighbor. Naturally our parents were concerned but couldn't make him understand
that it was dangerous to go wandering off, but as far as
Lewis was concerned he always had his lucky birthmark
and couldn't get lost.
With my arrival it was explained to Lewis that now
that he was going to be four years old, that he and Perþ
had responsibilities and they'd have to stay home and
look after me - and that ended the travelling.
My mother,Jennie Strindlund and my father, (8.W.)
Si Tì¡rner married November 6, 1920 with Katie Larson
as bridesmaid and mymother's brother, Alex, bestman.
My parent's stories about Mulvihill seemed to always
begin with -'llane was not quite three,Jane was, about,
three, orJane was a little over three years old" whenever reminiscing about leaving the farm and moving to Winnipeg; the deaths of my grandfathers Turner

truck for the Briksdale Creamery.

I

remember going

along for rides while he collected the cream cans. I loved

these outings. Anton was such a big, gentle man and
pretended that he enjoyed my company. He must have,
as I was little help in carrying any cans, as the cans were
as tall as, if not taller than me. He died of a ruptured
appendix when I was about eight years old and I really
felt that I had lost avery dear friend. To this day, every
time I see one of those old cream cans, the memories
are instantly restored and my hear skips.
From the time that I was fìve until I was about 11, I
had the biggest crush on Katie's cousin, Eric Erickson.
I am sure the I told everyone in Mulvihill and the surrounding area, that I was going to marry Eric when I
grew up. Eric was a bachelor and probably in his 30's
at the time when I first made my announcement - for723

Uncle Paul's only vice - I was aware of - was that he
loved to chew snuff. Occasionally he bought Copenhagen, but most of the time, he had his own and I
helped. We used to grind the tobacco leaves with Katie's

tunately he had a good sense of humor and went along
with my stories as I told them to everyone - ever)¡where
over and over again. Even my husband of 40 years
was not the object of that much attention.
I used to love to go over to see the Sidwall's fa¡m. I
believe they had the largest, best looked after gardens
that I have ever seen in my entire life. I think the garden
was Mrs. Sidwall's project and certainly her pride and
joy. Since I loved green peas, they told me that every

meat grinder, but the only other ingredient that I remem-

ber, was that he poured in some coffee to get the right
texture. I had never known anyone else that used snuff,
let alone make their own, so this was a real exciting experience.

spring when they planted, they did an extra row of peas
just for me - so I was allowed to take my little tin cup and
eat from rny rlw.I was too young to play with any of
their three children, but Mrs. Sidwall always made me
feel welcome and we would stop for coffee a¡rd cake.
Several times they invited me to come and stay for a
couple of days - oh, did I feel important!
One of the children I used to play with was Lisa Aune
Swanson - I believe she was a couple of years older than
me. I thought that she was so clever; she could speak
both English and Swedish. I remember staying overnight
one time and we slept on the floor - they certainly had
plenty of beds, but we had decided it would be much
more fun to sleep on the floor, so her mother made us a
bed on the living room floor. I have not slept on the
floor since, but we thought that it was the greatest fun.
Lisa died of TB when I was around nine years old.
This was my first encounter with someone so young
dying - I thought it was only something that old people
did and it came as quite a shock to learn otherwise.
Even long after Lisa died, I used to ride my bicycle
over and visit with Mrs. Swanson - she would put out
her good embroidered cloth on the table, we would drink
coffee and reminisce - I thought Mrs. Swanson was so

Uncle Paul had been a friend of the Strindlunds. He
often spoke of my Grandfather Louis and the sawmill.
He was particularly fond of my Uncles Alex and Albert
and was quick to tell me that they were such good boys,
just as if he was a parent talking about his own chil-

I

sometimes felt that Uncle Paul thought I was
special because I belonged to the Strindlunds.
Uncle Paul always referred to my mother as the beautifulJmnie - once when we were talking he said that my
mother was ttas nice on the inside as she was on the outside". I have used that quote when I have been at a loss
for words in trying to describe someone nice - I loved
and remember my great buddy, Uncle Paul.
I believe that I was probably in my teens when my
Dad and I went over to see Albert and Algot Berglund.
This was the first house that I had been to that didn't
have a lady living there - I remember being really im-

dren.

pressed that everything was so neat and tidy. They had a

table in the kitchen and like so many it had a drawer for

cutlery at one end, at the other end was another drawer
and in it they kept all the condiments for every meal sugar bowl, butter dish, salt and pepper. I thought that
was the cleverest thing I had ever seen, and I have often
thought about that drawer.

Katie was a widow for several years before she

nice looking, with lovely grey hair that she wore in a
bun - what a wonderfully pleasant lady.
Katie's uncle, Paul Larson, lived with her - if Uncle
Paul had been Irish he would have been a leprechaun
- he was so short, with nice curly hair, twinkling blue
eyes and big mischievous grin. In my cyes hc stood
ten feet tall, he was my buddy. Because of the difference in our age and my being a girl, Lewis and Katie's
son, Douglas, spent their days avoiding me. Lewis, of
course, was used to me and more tolerant, but Douglas, being an only child, didn't appreciate my whining,
so Uncle Paul spent a lot of his time trying to keep me
entertained - playing house, having grand tea parties,
picking berries, going for long walks. He had the pa-

married Karl Peterson. Unfortunately, he was never part
of my world at Mulvihill. Karl was always working on
building elevators during the summer, so I really did
not get to know him until I was an adult. Karl was very
talentcd artistically and I have several of his wood carvings that I really enjoy and treasure.
Katie was undoubtedly my mother's best friend and
it had been arranged that if anything ever happened to
our parents, she would be our guardian. Lewis and I
loved her with all our hearts and it was well returned.
We lea¡ned much from her and I am sure she helped
shape many of our values.
As an adult, strolling through the cemeteries at Nord
and Mulvihill, I find that my eyes mist up as the nÍunes

tience ofJobe where I was concerned.
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flash across my mind and memories swell up.

I

can't

We were engaged in October 1945.

help but thank God and feel that I have been truly blessed
to have met, enjoyed the people and places of Mulvihill.

Cy fell

ill

the end of November with tonsillitis and

diphtheria. He was sent to the hospital in England, where
he stayed until

April

1946, and was sent home to Canada.

USIPIUK

Ted & Gwen
Ted, son of Nicholas md Queenie was born in Ashern
onJuly 28, 1956. Gwen Paterson was born in Winnipeg
on February 21,1960, daughter of Clifford and Doreen
of Camper. We were married in 1982. We have one
daughter, Misty, born in Briksdale on April 30, 1985.
Ted was born and raised in Ashern. He went to Ashern School, then worked at the school as a janitor. Ted
worked as a mechanic and in carpentry in Ashern. He is
currently working in carpentry in the Eriksdale area.
Gwen has worked in Thompson and Ashern as a
waitress, then at Pine Tree (Pyne Cone). I started work
at E. M. Crowe Hospital in March 1982, first as a dietary

Truus, Cyrus & Mrs. Christina Knox

aide, then cook, and have worked there the last 14 years.

He was discharged in May 1946. After a short bout of

Misty is attending Eriksdale School, grade five (1996).
Mulvihill for two years, then we boughtLawrence Pottinger's home and 20 acres. We lived in the old
house for five years, then had a new house brought in
just when the fire of 1989 went through our land.

farming with his brothers he bought Pete Sidwall's homestead and started farming on his own, and built a house.
On March 3, I arrived in Winnipeg and left with Cy's
mother for Mulvihill. Cy met us with caboose and horse.
We got married March 17. Thus started our life together.
A complete new life for me, an office girl. But I adjusted
quickly and settled in. I loved farm life and animals.
Everything was new to me and quite different than what
I was used to. Everybody made me feel welcome. It broke
our hearts when we had to sell out move to Winnipeg.
We didn't like the city life. We mostly lived in the
suburbs, but the Interlake kept pulling us. Cy worked at
Dominion Bnvelopes for eightyears. In 1957 we moved
to Prince Rupert, BC where Cy worked for the Department of tansport. The climate didn't agree with us so
in May 1958, we came back to Manitoba. Cy worked for
the DOT until he got laid off in November. He then
worked for Air Canada and after they moved to Montreal he went to CAE, who bought the base.
In September 1976 we sold our place in Charleswood
and moved to Warren, where we still reside. We have
three children; Peter (a0) of Marquette, Joyce (38) of
'Warren,
and Arnold (31) of Edmonton. We have seven
grandchildren and three step-grandchildren ranging from
fìve to L7 years of age. Cy retired in 1981 and we enjoy
our retirement a¡rd come to Eriksdale, two or three times
during the summer. To us Erilcsdale is still home!

We lived in

VAUGHAN
Cyrus & Truus
Cy was bornJanuary 5, 1916 in Winnipeg, youngest child
of Cyrus and ChristinaVaughan. Cyrus Sr. was killed at

Vimy Ridge, Belgium inJuly 1917. There were three children out of this union: Cynthia, Charles and Cy. Their
mother Christina remarried in 1921 to Nelson Knox of
Molson, MB. They also had three children: Nelson who
died in infancy, Rosie who died in 1944 andArthur.
In 1933 Cy came to Mulvihill with his family on the
Back to the Land scheme. They settled along the fuh line
on the Bestrik place. Cy worked at several farms: Abe
Thiesen, the Murdocks, and at Birch Island together with
his friend, Everet Sidwall. He joined the armed forces in
1942,He went overseas to England. He landed in France
the day after D Daywith the 7th Antitank Corps.

I
Cy

was born in the Netherlands in L922. When I met
was a working girl Cy and three other Canadian

I

soldiers were billeted at our house, on February 14, L945.
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WAINWRIGHT
Les & Margaret
Les and Margaret Robinson married on October 3, 1959,

at the St.John's Church of England, Roundhay Church
of England, in Yorkshire, England where they both grew

up. They farmed in England before moving to Canada.
The Wainwrights arrived from Yorkshire to dairy farm
in Eriksdale on 3 I -2 1 -4w in 1 98 1. They brought with them
three sons;John, David, and Paul. Paul started school at
Briksdale Collegiate, while David andJohn farmed with

their father.
After 49 years of dairy farming, Margaret says Les
has fìnally retired. According to Les he is working on
retirement.
Les has been on the Co-op board for the past eight
years and

in

1993 served as President.

Margaret worked at the Eriksdale Personal Ca¡e home
for five years, ajob that she enjoyed.
For the past three years they have both enjoyed oil
painting classes and have received ribbons for their art
work at the Lundar Fair. They are also enthusiastic bridge
players with the Bridge Club in Eriksdale.
David now lives in Dauphin, MB, works for Corrections, and has a U-Pick Strawberry farm. He married
Bonnie Szewczyk of Dauphin, and they have two daughters, Kelsey and Robin.

.l

John is married to Linda Stuart of Eriksdale and they
have three children;Jamie, Sarah, and Gillian.John and
Linda have a hog farm in Eriksdale. (See John Wainwright).
At present Paul is attending the University of Manitoba. He is taking Civil Engineering and graduates April
1995. He has also taken courses in computer program-

John & Linda; Sarah, Gíllian; Jamie Wainwright
Surveyor.John also tookBusiness and Construction Studies at Leeds College of Building and Leeds Polytechnic
before coming to Canada. After moving to Canada at

ming which he enjoys.

the age of 20,John went back to dairy farming with his
father. John also got a job with Manitoba Crop Insurance as a crop adjuster and worked with the Tiipartite
Beef Stabilization Program for awhile.

WAINWRIGHT
John & Linda

John married Linda Stuart in October of 1984. Linda
is the daughter of Robert (Bob) and Irene (nee Sellen)
Stuart. John and Linda bought some property about

John Wainwright is the eldest son ofJoseph Leslie and
Margaret Wainwright. Les and Margaret moved to
Canada and more specifìcally, Eriksdale in the fall of
1981 with their three sons;John, David and the youngest, Paul. They moved here from Swillington, Yorkshire
Bngland, where they owned a dairy farm.John gradu-

seven miles east of Eriksdale off Highway 68 on the south

side and built a house. This was commonly known as
tJne Olil Codling's @rarter. Next to it was the quarter section where McGees homesteaded. We were told that
Codlings had the post offìce for that area, although Tipperary had a post office only a few miles east and north

ated from Brigshaw Comprehensive School. After fìnishing schoolJohn took a job as an Estimator/Quantity
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of that quarter. They began a small beef herd whileJohn

continued to dairy with his father. In the fall of 1989 they
bought Bob Stuart's hog farm (two quarter sections)just
south of Eriksdale. They moved their house from out east
onto their new farm. Five acres were subdivided off the

property where Bob and Barb Stua¡t continue to live.
John and Linda have expanded the original 100 sow (farrow to weanling) hog operation to 300 sows. Their herd
consists of purebred York and Landrace hogs which they
cross to obtain a hybrid Fl gilt. They also throw in a few
purebred boars to give the hybrids a bit more vigor.John
and Linda keep a herd of fall calving beef cows (mostly
Simmetal), as well as some Q;rarter Horses.
Linda became a Level I Western Bquestrian Coach in

Augustíne Walker, May Lee, Linda Walker, Edith
Lawrence, Sarah Houston, Marie Hogue;
Elsíe Walker
lived in Sharpewood with his siblings,Jim, Charlie, Anne,
Rose andJean until 1932 when his parents sold the farm
and moved to Winnipeg. At the age of 16 he started working for Mr. Arthur Brown, farming in the Eriksdale area.
He worked there for three years and then worked for
other farmers in the area.
Harry had the unique talent of witching water for wells.
Many of the wells he had witched and drilled still today
produce an abundant supply of water.
Hary was always buying and selling. In 1950 H*ry
bought a quarter section at SW 17-22-6W, where he started
to build his first home.
Elsie was born at the old General Hospital in Winnipeg onJuly 19, 1919. Blsie spent her childhood in foster
homes in Winnipeg. On May 28, L934 Elsie arrived in
Briksdale at the home of Emma and Ernest Hollander,
her new foster parents. The Hollanders were originally
from Sweden arriving in Eriksdale in 1913 via Chicago.
Elsie learned how to speak and understa¡rd the Swedish
language. Elsie helped on the farm, milking the cows,
feeding the chickens and livestock and learning about
rural life.
On November 4,1950 Harrymarried Elsie Peters, and
they resided at his new home. H*ry and Elsie had four
sons:Jerry, Ernie, Dennis and Bruce. They raised their
children with a strong sense of value and the knowledge
that hard work was worth it in the end. Harry and Elsie
raised hogs, chickens and milked cows, shipping the
cream. They grew their own grain and put up their own
hay for many years using a team of horses, and in the
1960's bought their first tractor.
Elsie joined the Clydebank Ladies Club in 1951 and
has been active in all their functions. Harry and Elsie,
along with their sons, attended Clydebank United Church
and were active members of their community. They con-

1986 in addition to working atthe Eriksdale Personal Care

Home since 1982 when it opened. Once the children got
a little older, she resumed her work as an equeshian coach
and began showing their registered quarter horses again.
John and Linda have three children:Jamie born April
7,1987, Sarah bornJune 10, 1988, and Gillian born May
14, 199l.John and Linda hope to pass their interest on to
their children which include breeding and showing Quarter Horses, golf, curling, and many others. Jamie is already quite the golfer, Sarah is quite an aggressive horse-

back rider and Gillian loves the horses as well. They also

enjoy skating, karate and gymnastics.

WALKER FAMILY

Hendrie & Elsie Walker
Harry was born onJune 24, LgI6 in Sharpewood, MB.
He was the son of Margaret and Alexander Walker. Harry
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On August 16, 1975 he married Linda Finnsson of

tinued farming until 1977, and due to Harry's failing health

they moved into town to a home along Highway #68.
On September 16, 1981, Harry passed away. He is
buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
Elsie continued living in the house until she sold it to
Bruce in 1984. Elsie then movcd into thc Lcisurc Lodgc
and had the distinction of being the first resident, of having the name she chose selected for the name of the lodge

Lundar.

Linda was born in Glenboro, MB onJuly 24,1957.
She moved to Lundar

in

1963. She attended her elemen-

tary and junior years in Lundar and continued her high
school education in both Lundar and Eriksdale Collegiate. Linda was an active member in the Clydebank
Ladies Club from 1975 up until she and her family moved
to Britsh Columbia in 1991.

and also of being able to cut the ribbon during the open-

Jerry and Linda have two children:Jeremy 18 and
Richelle 13. As a family they arelwere all busy in several
community activities, such as hockey, curling and figure

ing ceremonies.
Elsie today enjoys her six grandchildren (feremy,Jim,

Adam, Richelle, Sa¡ah and Terri-Lynn), bingo, knitting
mitts and slippers (which she gives to the residents of the
Portage Institute and also to the Mulvihill Red Cross),
playing cards and reading. Elsie enjoys travelling and has
taken many bus tours, visiting such places as Florida,
Nashville, both coasts of Canada and a few times to

skating.

Jerry worked for Nelson River Construction from 1973
to 1981. He then got a job with the Department of Highways in 1981 as a labourer and equipment operator for
five years. He then was promoted to foreman.

duringhis three weeks holidaytime,Jerry
went to Mason City, Iowa, USA to take an auctioneering
course. He had his fìrst auction sale on Saturday, OctoInJune

Mahnomen, Minnesota.

The children of Harry and Elsie Walker:
Jerry born on September 22, 1951 married Linda
Finnsson from Lundar. They have two children;Jeremy,

1981

ber 8, 1981 for Aimee and Blsie Beaudry.Jerry has done
a number of farm household and consignment auctions
from 1981 to 1991 as well as numerous Calcutta auctions
for different bonspiels. He also did his own auction sale

bornJune 24, 1975 and Richelle, born November 3, 1980.
(SeeJerry and Linda Walker).

Ernie was born on October 22, 1955. (See Ernie and

onJune 29, 1991.

Roberta Walker).
Dennis was born onJuly 12, 1958 and married Colleen Godfrey (See Don and Peggy Godfrey).
Bruce was born on November 2, 1960. For the past
seventeen years he has worked on the farm for Glen
Kingsley. He lives in Eriksdale in the home he bought

OnJuly 16, 1991,Jerr/, Linda and family moved to
Courtenay, BC on Vancouver Island. Here they own and
operate a scrap metal business.Jeremy graduated onJune

26, 1993 from Vanier Secondary High School in
Courtenay. At the present time he is working with his
dad while he decides what he is going to do with his future.Jeremy slill keeps really busy also with different types
of sports. Richelle is in grade seven attending Cumberland
Junior High, just a few miles out of Courtenay. She is

from his mother.

Jerry & Linda Walker
Jerry Walker is the oldest son of Harry and Elsie Walker.
Jerry was born on September 22, I95l in the old Briksdale Hospital. He attended school in the old Clydebank
School from Grade one to eight until it closed in 1968.
He then finished his education at the Eriksdale Colle-

very busy with the school band as well as many sports.

Ernest & Roberta Walker
Ernest Louis Walker was born on October 27, 1955 in the
old Elizabeth M. Crowe Hospital in Eriksdale. He was

giate.

the second of four sons born to Harry and Blsie Walker.
Ernie lived with his parents on SW I7-22-6W. While growing up, Wednesday evening was a special night as Ernie,

SinceJerry was nine years old he would work for different farmers throughout the a¡ea. He would work for
such farmers as Ben and Sue Falk,John and Edwin Ryden,
Johnny Gaudette and Bob and Glen Kingsley. He would

with one or two of his brothers would walk to their
neighbors, Bob Kingsley, and watch Hockey Night in

work for these farmers after school, weekends and on
summer holidays.
In 1973 he boughtArnie and Mae Brandstrom's poultry farm, five miles north on #6 Highway and one mile

Canada, and if his favorite team, the Toronto Maple Leafs
were playing, the game would be retold over and over.
He attended the one room schoolhouse at Clydebank,
still vividly remembering the long walk in the bitter cold

west of Eriksdale.
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winter. He continued his education in the town of Eriksdale when all the rural one room schoolhouses were

Ernie. She had worked at the Credit Union up until the
birth of their first child, a son,James Hendrie. Following
the birth of their daughter Sarah Dawn, she worked at
the Co-op store in town. In the last seven years she has

closed down.

Ernie started working in the construction business
when he was 17 years old and has worked for various
companies all over Manitoba.
ln 1975 he married Roberta (Bert) Drury. She is the
second eldest of six daughters born toJames and Evelyn
Drury of Winnipeg. Ernie and Bert bought seven acres
at

worked in the field of Developmental Services for the
Province of Manitoba. She has taken the Developmental Service Worker Certificate Program through Red
River Community College. At present she is doing Infant Stimulation and AdultAdditional Care and Support.

NW L5-22-6W and have resided there since.

In her spare time Bert enjoys crocheting, curling, read-

ing, crossword puzzles and recently has starting quilting, havingjust finished her first hand stitched nine patch

quilt.
James Hendrie Walker (Jim) was born on April 19,
in the Grace General Hospital in Winnipeg. Jim
attended Eriksdale Collegiate andgraduated in 1994.Jim
plans on taking a helicopter mechanic course. Jim enjoys all sports, especially hockey, golfing, baseball and
swimming.Jim had also worked in the Developmental
1976

Field with the Province of Manitoba during the summer. Sarah Dawn Walker was born onJuly 4, 1981 in the

Grace General Hospital in Winnipeg. She is in high
school at Eriksdale Collegiate with aspirations of attending university once she graduates. Sarah enjoys skating,
swimming, reading and baby-sitting.
She is an avid skater, and skates for the Eriksdale Figure Skating Club. She is frequently found on the old dugout skating, while waiting for the ice to be made in the

rink.

In i994 Ernie and Bert decided to become foster parents. Madeline (Maddy) is eleven years old and came to

us from the far north. Maddy is attending Eriksdale
School. She would like to be a teacher up north when
she grows up. Maddy enjoys skating, reading and animals. Her love of nature is very evident by the way she
interacts with all her animals.

Ernie & Roberta Walker; Sarah, Jim, Madeline
(June 1994)

In 19Bl Ernie worked for CPR operating a Donelli
Crane. While working for CPR he also attended
Assiniboine College in Brandon and received his InterProvincial Heavy Duty Diesel Mechanic Ticket. Ernie
continued working for CPR for three years and then quit
so he could work closer to home. He has been working
for Flinta Construction, operating the loader, blasting

WALKER
James & Augustine

and doing the machinery repairs since.
Ernie enjoys curling in the winter and golfing in the
summer. He also enjoys puttering around in the garage
and recycling various appliances. One example of this is
the sandblaster he made out of an automatic dishwasher.
Roberta was born October 17,1955 in Winnipeg and
had resided there all her life up until her marriage to

James Walker was born in Bolton, Lancashire, England
in 1890. In 1911 he left three brothers, four sisters and
his mother and at 20 came to Canada. He landed in Win-

nipeg, bought a horse and buggy and put it on the train
to Oak Point. In Oak Point he harnessed his horse,
hitched it to his bnggy and drove to Eriksdale. Dr. Flout
took him to stake out a homestead. On the way back he
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AlthoughJim was older than I, he acted young and
got along good with his boys, teaching them wrestling,
boxing and judo which he had been taught in England.
Jim also loved music. On the farm we had Holstein cows.
We also ran a chicken hatchery. We had a 250 egg incubator and asmallcr 150 cggincubator, Our chickenswere
Leghorns. I remember having to catch the 4 p.m. train
to send two dozen lots to Anola. People heard of our
business by word of mouth. One of our customers was a
Dr. Davison from Winnipeg who was a caricer researcher.
He ordered two week old incubator eggs and made egg
nog out of the yoke for his patients. Some of his patients
used to write to tell us that they were still doing well
after his diet. Once the school teacher brought her class
down to see the small incubator of 150 chicks hatch. She
walked all the children to the farm to see and enjoy this

was introduced to Charlie Codling, who kept the Vannes
Post Office. He stayed with them at night. The fìrst thing

they did was build a shack, then haul lumber fromJim
Hamon's Mill in Tipperary to build a proper house. He
bought a team of oxen and a sleigh to haul logs. Fred
Haslam, a neighbor, went with him to help with thc logs
and to build a house. Fred lived with him that fïrst winter. Fred did the cooking and he did the chores. They
were 11 miles east of Eriksdale. He celebrated his lst

birthday in Canada.
Marie Augustine Chyron was born in

1915

to Charlie

Chyron and Victoria Richard. Charlie Chyron
homesteaded south ofJames Walker. In 1909 he came
from France and married Vctoria Richard who was born
in St. Laurent, and lived near Oak Point. In 1914 when
the war broke out, he went home to France and fought
along side the Canadians. He left his wife with her par-

experience.

In

ents. She gave birth to me, Marie Augustine (Augustine),

trailer whichJames had made. We lived in the trailer for
22 yearc, I worked at the hospital as a nurse's aide for
three years after we moved to town.James passed away
in 1969 and is buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery.
I still live in Briksdale. I enjoy carpet bowling, dancing, travelling, Quilting, visiting the sick as a Legion and
New Horizon representative and going to church; both
the United Church and the Evangelical Free, and visits
with and from my family.
The children ofJamei and Augustine Walker:
Mildred, born in 1935, married Walter Leschysen from

While I was still an infant my mother died. I was raised
by *y grandparents until my father returned from

I was about three years old.
While he was working he'd leave me with various

France.

neighbors. He worked with Mr. Linnosier breaking land
for the homesteaders. I think they used a Roiþ tractor. I
first went to school when I was eight years old. I went to
La Fontaine and Abbeville depending on where I was
living. Many different families offered to adopt me, but
my father wouldn't let me go. I lived with Mr. Linossier's
sister, Mary Louise for about two years. She used to take

me to church. I remember going in a black buggy to
mass at Abbeville Church. After that I went wherever
he worked, more or less. He dug wells, broke land and
worked with threshing gangs.
In 1934I ma¡ried our neighbor,James Walker in the
St. John's Anglican Church in Eriksdale. James and I

Poplarfield. They have two daughters; Linda and
Michelle. Mildred and Walter are retired now and live
in Winnipeg where they enjoy their two grandchildren.
Lewis, born in 1937,lives in Winnipeg and works for
Via Rail. He marriedJean Medwid from Komarno, MB.
They have two daughters; Cheryl andJudy. Cheryl is a
dental assistant andJudy is a private nurse.
Richard (Dick), born in 1939, works for hydro in Alberta. He ma¡ried Eileen Larson from Siglunes. They
have two daughters, Lynn and Nicole.
Kathleen, born in 1941, married Clarence Kallstrom

had six children.

All six of the Walker children went to school

1963 we retired to Eriksdale living in a homemade

at

Eastland and Eriksdale and all were baptized into the
Ànglican faith in Bastland or Eriksdale. We still feel that
Eastland is our home and Eriksdale our town. We lived
on NW 4-22-4W where Harold and Tina Driscoll lived
for years. We bought the farm fromJack Dobson who
was killed in the war.Jack had given permission for the
school to be built on our quarter rather than the designated school section. Our children never had far to go
to school. In 1925 when I was going to Eastland School
there were 48 children in grades one to eight and only

on signals for the CNR. They live in Kamloops, BC.
However Mac's job keeps him travelling fromJasper to
Vancouver. He married Bernice Vernece from Hudson,
MB. They have three children; Shardon, Shawna and
James. Mac visits his mother every other year and Au-

one teacher.

gustine visits them the alternate year.

from Eriksdale. (See Clarence and Kathleen Kallstrom).
Malcolm (Mac), born in 1944, works as a supervisor
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Patricia, born in 1948, was named Patricia Victoria
after her two grandmothers. Pat marriedJohn Fjelsted

ing tools. Fortunately, in their former life back in England, they had all been in the building trade so several
of them were quite skilled tradesmen. After several days

from Lundar. John is a micro tower builder and
maintainer. He flys his own planes to and from work

travelling on

northern area from Alberta to Ontario. They
have three children; Angela, Chris andJeff.
and covers

both tied the knotln 1927.
My mother Alma Clara Bohme was also an immigrant. Accompanied by her young nephew, she arrived
in 1924 from Germa¡ry. They spent a few months with
her sister in Camper and then she sought her fortune in
Winnipeg.
Mother and father met in Winnipeg and were mar-

ried August L9, 1927.I arrived on the scene inJune of
1928 just in time to upset the stock markets and begin
the Great Deþression. Dad was without a job so we came
back to Camper in 1931 and eked out a living for the

WARWICK FAMILY
As is true for a great many other folks, my contribution
to the Eriksdale history book goes back to the year 1910

and the immigration of the whole Warwick clan into
Canada from quite a large town forty miles from London, England in the shadow of the famous royal family
country home of Windsor Castle.
On arrival in Halifax, May 6, 1910, my grandparents

next several years.

All my

whom were also married quickly boarded the hain which
was to take them halfway across our great country to
Winnipeg. They had been lured to the prairies by the
promise of a hundred and sixty acres of land per adult
or family for the huge sum of ten Canadian dollars.
The first two years were spentin Winnipeg where the
various family members got jobs in order to get all the
supplies needed to sta¡t lives on their new homesteads.
All the brothers and sisters managed to get adjoining
quarter sections in an area a few miles east of Camper.

all eight of them (seven children

and their parents) made their way to their new locations
at

elementary schooling was at New Hirsch

School in the village of Camper. My grades nine, ten,
eleven and twelve were taken by correspondence. By
this time it was 1945 and the war was just ending. There
was a shortage of teachers at that point and I was approached several times by Mr. Kerr, our school inspector about taking a teaching permit. At age 17 I agreed
and was assigned to Silver Bay School (close to Lake
Manitoba - west of Ashern). There were 22 pupils and
my salary was a whopping six hundred dollars ($0OO¡
per year. Now, fifty years later I'm still in contact with
several of my first students, some only a year or two
younger than L
It was not my intention to go on teaching school but
it seemed better than being a farm laborer, so I managed to gettwo more permits and øught atBdison School
just four miles from home at a better salary. This time
$1300 per year.
Now, teaching appealed to me a bit more, so in 19551956,I took my Normal Schoolteacher's training. Now, I
could properly be called a teacher. I started with two
years at Dog Lake School west of Camper. Enrollment

with their seven grown sons and daughters, some of

1912 the families,

round-about route they arrived at Camper

of the houses came in time. They all spent the next few
years on their homesteads. In 1926 Grandfather Warwick became seriously ill and passed away. At that time
the Warwicks all left their homesteads and returned to
Winnipeg and each family went its own separate way.
At this point only the two youngest, my dad Henry Warwick and my uncle Bert Wa¡wick were not married, but

Angela, their the eldest, bornJanuary 28,1968, was
premature and weighed only two pounds and five
ounces. Angela's arrival made history as she was the
smallest baby born in the Vancouver General Hospital
to survive. Her parents were working in BC at the time.
They brought Angela home to Manitoba at five pounds.
Angela is now married to Todd Zalefuom Thunder Bay
and they have a son, Scott, born in 1990.
Chris, born December 24, 1972 and Jeff, born December 14,1973 were born in Eriksdale and are both at
this time (1994) working with their father.

In

a

and set aboutbuilding Grandfather's house first. The rest

a

Camper. My father took great delight in te[ing us about

driving a team of horses and an Eaton's delivery lorry
through swamps infested with mosquitoes ¿s big as piThere was no road, just a series of trails headed in
generally north west direction, keeping as close as possible to the newly constructed railway line. This horse
drawn excursion brought just the men and their build-

geons.
a

here was 21.

In
73t

1958

I

came into what

I now look back on as my

at Birch Lake School

period of being involved in education.
In 1978, I began preparation for retirement by get-

where I stayed for the next

ting actively involved in house plants and bedding plants,

ten years. Enrollments va¡-

a hobby

happiest and most memorable teaching years. This was

I still have to this day.

ied from eleven to fifteen
children. These children
were talented, intellectually, musically, and sports
wise, so I was in heaven.

When people talk to me
about Birch Lake School,
they never fail to mention
the Christmas concerts

Harry Warwick

and variety shows our chil-

WATKINSON
George & Gladys

dren put on, besides our many sports achievements.
Now it's 1968 and I'm moving on to different experience -teaching in a graded school. Mr. Charles Krause

There was a write up about George Watkinson in the

was a very understanding principal at Eriksdale and
showed a great deal of patience with me in getting used
to a graded situation. I don't think I ever got over the
multigraded type of classroom, and would have contin-

Stonewall A¡gus on December 23, 1981. He was referred
to as One of the Barnardo Boys.In this piece we lea¡n that
George was born in 1891. At the age of three, he was
placed in what was know as the Baby\ Castle, abranch of.
the Barnardo Homes in England. In 1902 he was one of

ued doing it if it had not been phased out in the name of
hogress.

for Canada under
the sponsorship of Dr. Barnardo. When the children
landed at Montreal, George, along with other boys were
a large group of children who sailed

junior high (grades six to
nine) section and was quite heavily involved in sports. I
organized the first boys and girls divisional mixed fast
ball league in Lakeshore in 1969. After two years it had
to dropped as being too expensive (transportation). AfIn Eriksdale I worked in

the

sent to Winnipeg.

His next few years were spent on the Tom Newton
farm in the Woodlea district. He also worked on other
farms in the area. Next he moved west to Unity, SK'
Here he worked for various farmers as well as the CNR'
He finally worked for a local dray man in Unity and
later bought him out. A few years later found George in

ter the fast ball league was taken away, I started the grades

I

four to eight curling training in Eriksdale. An annual
bonspiel held in Eriksdale evolved and all schools in
Lakeshore School Division were invited. This proved to
be very successful and lasted several years. School Flag

Red Deer, AB.

Football made its appearance in 1970-1971. My team was
fortunate in winning a tournament held in Fisher Branch
and much to my surprise, my team gave me a Coach of
the Year l.roplry. Throughout the 1970's much of my time
was spent coaching ball teams of various shapes and sizes,
done mainly to keep our children actively interested in
sports, good health and citizenship.
Outside of school I took keen interest in the ManitobaJunior Amateur fast ball league for boys and young
men under 20 years of age. (See Teams: Eriksdale

In the early thirties when May Allen needed help on
the farm, her brother Ed, who lived with her at the time,
suggested his old friend George, from when they lived
at Carberry. He was living in Red Deer, AB and had
been laid off at the ranch where he had been working.
She wrote him a letter suggesting he come to Eriksdale'
He was hired to look after the cattle and horses, while
she kept on with the chickens.
George arrived with his worldly possessions in two
suitcases, but best of all he had a very good violin and,
although he couldn't read music, he could play almost
every tune he ever heard. As we had a piano, it meant
lots of music at the Allen house, especially when Mary
andJack Ross came for a visit.

Northstars) Towards the end of the 1970's,I gave up sports
coaching to the younger men and women of our staff.

The last five years of my tenure at Eriksdâle consisted
of a half time position as resource teacher, also very rewarding. I retired inJune 1983, ending a thirty-eight year
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He learned of ice fishing from his nearest neighbor,
John Blue, who also had come from Quebec.
He had a passion for draining sloughs and ponds and
one of his ditches can be seen to this day. The Indians
gave him the nickname of The Badger. He was quite a

George was an excellent horseman and loved to dance
as well. So he turned an old car chassey into a Bennet
wagon and hooked up a team horses, picked up everyone along the way, who wanted to go, and went to the
dances in Eriksdale, Macross, Scotch Bay, etc.
He played for most of the dances at Clydebank ac-

good shot and often brought home ducks and other birds.

companied on the piano or guitar by whoever was available. Being an eligible bachelor he was very popular.
Gladys Nelson, bornJuly 29, Lglz was the daughter
of GeorgeJames and Edith Anne(Preston) Nelson. Gladys
was born at Lily Bay, but some years later her family
moved to Curtis, near Portage laPrairie, where she grew
up. In 1934, she came to visit her Aunt Alice and Uncle
Ed Watson at Scotch Bay, and decided to stay there to
work. She soon became part of the community and the
years slipped by. Like all the Nelson girls, she was a good
cook and an efficient housekeeper. In those days most
people milked cows for a living and an extra pair of hands
was always welcome.
George and Gladys met at the local dances. Eventually they became engaged. Gladys returned to Curtis in
the spring of 1941 to spend the summer at her parents'
home, where they were married on October 25, 194L.
They went to a farm near Fortier for awhile and finally, in 1944to Whiteshell Fish Hatcherywhere Gladys

He married Alice Maud Preston, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin Preston, English settlers in nearby

Lily Bay. The trip to Stony Mountain was made by horse
and buggy where they were married on May 6, 1893, in
the penitentiary chapel. They endured some good natured ribbing from friends on that account. They settled
down

kept house for her husband and her cousin, Charlie
Watson. They retired after twenty-three years of service
and moved to Stonewall

in

Will, George, Arthur, Charlie, Herb, Walter, Mary,
Alíce, Albert, Lister; Edmund & Alice Watson

1967.

George died October 12, 1990. Gladys continues to
live in Stonewall, as far as the writer of this story knows.
This story is compiled from an article in the Argus
and memories of people who knew Gladys and George,
while they lived in Eriksdale.

to a life of hard work and farming with the princely sum
of thirty-five cents and the gold sovereign on my father's

watch chain.
Neither he nor my mother ever had much formal education. GreatUncle Tom, my grandfather's brother taught
my father and his siblings at home. My father loved to
read and he would often read to my mother while she
worked at the never ending job of mending clothes.
Their first boy Frederick Edmund was born April 11,
1894. He died the following year on ilulay 29. He was
buried close to their little house, since there was no church
yard or cemetery nearby.
Another boy Benjamin William was born on February 29,1896. It was a bit of a joke with my mother, that
Will only had a birthdùy e'vety four years.
It was about this time that the lake level rose, and
flooded their land, so my father decided to move to
Radway, a few miles east of Clarkleigh, and I believe he

WATSON FAMILY
Edmund & AIice Watson
My father, Edmund Fleming, was born at Dunham, PQ
in the Eastern Townships, of pioneer English settlers. He
left home at twenty-one.
He spent the first winter on a ranch in Alberta. Then
he tried BC, homesteading at what is now New Westminster. Homesickness sent him back to his own folks.
Next was a Manitoba dairy farm. When told of the Interlake it became his next venture. He settled on the east
side of Lake Manitoba and from then on it was his home.
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kept the post office.
While at Radway three more boys were born; Ernest
George, October 2, 1899, Charles Henry, December 16,
1901, and Arthur Charsley, December 25, 1903. An exciting Christmas! These children were registered at Poson
where later a fìre destroyed the records, so Charlie had
to use the family Bible to prove his birth date for OAS.
In 1905 when lake levels were normal again my father returned to Scotch Bay and bought a farm from Mac
Dougherty. It was, farther north than the old place, near
the edge of the lake on the NB corner of Section 16. As
a child

I was always intrigued by the fact that the rest of

our home quarter was in

the

Lakel Later my father bought

the north half of Section 15.

They lived in what was known as the little houseuntil,
my father secured a big house and erected it along side.
My sister Isabella Mary was born there on December 2,
1905. This time the familywas living closer to the school
and they were able to get some months of schooling in
the summers.

The cows were milked (by hand) and two days a week
at least the cream was churned, made into pound blocks
of butter, þrinted and wrapped in butter paper. In 1916
mother's diary stated they occasionallybegan taking the
cream to creameries where it was made into butter and
later shipped to buyers in Winnipeg.
Mother was busy baking, cooking, washing, ironing,
mending, knitting and cleaning, plus gardening, picking
and preserving wild fruit. Meanwhile the men were seeding, haying, harvesting, caring for the cattle, other livestock, and hauling home hay to feed them.
Thomas Herbert was born IN'Iay 27,1908. Two years
later, my Grandmother Preston was visiting. She made

SOth Anníversary

of Edmund & Alice Watson

us for a ride, which was fun. One winter having a boat

proved to be a great blessing. Brother Herbert and his
man were out on the lake one morning tending to their
nets and, about 11:00 o'clock, they noticed that the ice
they were on had separated from the shore. It was after

a birthday cake for Herbert and remarked that she
thought it would do for two. Sure enough, May 28, 1910,
Walter Sydney arrived. Albert Angus arrived onJuly 7,

dark before their plight was realized and a group of men
gathered to look for them. They pushed the boat across
the ice, into the water, and rowed to the rescue.

Lister Fleming on August 13, 1914 and I, Alice Pearl,
came along two years later (again) on December 28, 1916.
1912,

We had a sort of love-hate relationship with the old
lake, On hot summers days it was cool and sparkling in
the sun and other times grey and dour. We had a great
beach for bathing south-west of our home, with big banks
of sand on shore and a firm sandy bottom for a long way
out. Mother had many anxious moments, when the children went to the lake forgetting to come home on time
and when several of her sons were out fishing to make a

Mother always seemed to welcome each one.
The Great War brought the fìrst real break in the family. Will joined the Army and trained (at Camp Hughes)
at Shilo. Mary once told me that Will was full offunbefore thatwar. She also said there was tension in the household each mail day until it was certain there was no bad
news of Will. Mother told me that Charlie and Arthur
worked like men during the war years and they missed a
lot of schooling.
My father had a row boat and would sometimes take

little extra money.
Over the years, educational opportunities improved
with the building of a new school and a longer school
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year. Ma"ry was one of the first to achieve grade eight
standing and by studying at home and with the help of
various teachers, she got grade 11. Next she had a year

George, Charles Henry, Arthur Charsley, Thomas
Herbert, Walter Sydney, Albert Angus and Lister
Fleming.

Normal School and received a certificate to teach. She
taught two years at a school west of Ashern before she
married. Most of the rest of us managed grade eight.
When I was in grade six, the school was moved to a
more central location which mearit a two mile walk for
at

me until

I

learned a short cut.

I

was out of school for a

year, and then through the efforts of Mr. Plews the school
inspector, another girl Sylvia Matson, and I were allowed
to take grade nine by attending the local school and tak-

ing correspondence lessons.
Going to church wÍN an important part of their lives
in spite of all the work. In 1908 an Anglican church was
built on the corner of Broadway and the Deerhorn Line.
My parents donated the bell in memory of their first little boy. My sister was married there on a cold snowy
day November 29, 1929. My Preston gandparents and
some of their family are buried there. My husband and I
went to services there for some years, For the pioneers it
was also a chance to see and talk with other people.
In 1938, my father donated land on the NB corner of
Section 15 and a small church was built there that summer. I noted that now the men and women were no
longer separated like the sheeþ and the goaßbut husbands
and wives could sit beside each other! Eventually church
attendance dwindled and the little church was moved
away, but the cemetery is the last resting place of many
of my family, friends and neighbors.
My father was happy to have his sons settled on farms
around him, but eventually there were changes. Several
of my father's grandsons are farming at Scotch Bay under much different conditions than my father knew, but
that was 100 years ago and theirs is a different story.
All this looking back brings to mind the poet's words.
"Oft in the stilly night - Ere slumber's chain has bound
me, Fond Memorybrings the light- of other days around
me." (Thomas Moore)
- Frederick Edmund born April 11, 1894, died May
29, 1895.

William & Esther Watson
My father Benjamin William was born February 29, 1896,
in Radway, MB, to Edmund Fleming and Alice Maud
Preston. Will as he was known to all, was the second

child in a family of nine sons and two daughters. The
family later moved to Scotch Bay.
Life during Will's youth involved plenty of hard work,
and school when possible. When war broke out Will
enlisted in 1916, spending the next three years overseas.

When he returned to Quebec in 1919 he was forced to
spend a month with Watson relations in Dunham, PQ
due to the army's mismanagement of his papers. It was
there that he fìrst laid eyes on his future bride, our mother

IsabellaMary (Mary)born December 2, 1905. Mary
and her husband,Jack Ross, farmed in the Clydebank
district. (SeeJack and Mary Ross).
- Alice Pearl born December 28, 1916. My husband
Kris Thorkelson and I fa¡med south-west of Deerhorn
for 40 years. We are now retired and living in Lundar.
Following a¡e the stories of: Benjamin William, Ernest

Esther Beulah McKelvey, a young school teacher home

-

on vacation.

The soldier returned to Scotch Bay onJune 6,

1919.

He filed a claim to homestead NW 27-2I:7W. He worked

hard, breaking his land and establishing a herd of milk
cows, then began to erect a log house. When the seventh log was in place, he proposed by letter to Bsther.
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What a courtship! They were married onJune 6, 1921.
Then began the task of wrestling a living from the soil,
while raising a family of six daughters, four sons, and

nurse; married Gordon Ellis; parents of Mac, Betty

two foster daughters.
Life was challenging to Esther and Will, and they met
the challenge well. The farm proviclecl our livelihoocl,
and everyone had their jobs to do. We children walked
two miles to school, summer and winter, until our eldest
brother Edmund, was able to handle a team. Then we
rqde in luxury in the winter, in a hay-filled, horse drawn

- Eunice Esther: born October 15, 1930; registered
nurse; married Roland Band (deceased); parents of
Kathleen, Tan a,ncl Colin,
- Clara Lois: born December 25, 1931; social worker;
married SteinieJonsson; parents of Ben, Lois, Mark and

Sandra andJohn.
- Douglas Herbert Burton (See Douglas and Verna).

Ivan.

- Edith Goulding: born March 13, 1932; business
woman; marriedJohn Deverill (deceased); parents of
Steven, Brent, Diane, Georgina, Arlene (deceased) and

sleigh.

Our father gradually broke land for grain, and kept
cows and pigs. Will had a strong commitment to his community: for years he served as school trustee, he supported the church, served on the council, and provided
veterinary assistance to the neighbors. He was also the

Glenda.
- BenjaminJohn (See Benjamin andJoyce).

- Georgina Ann: born l:ù;'4ay 12, 1942; teacher; married Raymond Larson; parents of Lenore, Susan and

local fire ranger for years, which was good since he could

David.

match in the spring. Will Watson
was an honest man of great integrity, and much admired
by all who knew him. He passed away March 30, 1969.
Our mother was a lady! She was always busy baking,
sewing and knitting for her large family, but still found
time to read and crochet lace. Her flower gardens were
beautiful. Bsther McKelvey Watson passed away on
never resist dropping

Foster children:

a

- Bleanor Marie: born May 1939; business woman;
married; mother of Ila and Mark.
- Ruth Donalda: born April 1941; business woman;
married; mother of Rosemary, and Donalda.
Special Memories:
-Sister Diana and I walking the half mile across the

field to play cards at the Malcolm's.
-Mother's Sunday suppers: so many visitors, such

December 27,1974.
We had an active community life: dances in the old
Scotch Bay Hall, with the Penny brothers supplying the
music; social evenings in the school house, with Dad and
Cecil Price singing; Edith Penny planng the piano; and
John Youngdahl and Will Price reciting poetry. We at-

lovely food.

-Our aunts and uncles inviting rts older onesto supper.
Aunt Mary Ross always had a box of homemade fudge
for us.
-The thrill of our first bike, which we all shared.

tended Anglican services in All Saints Church in the summer. The highlights of the year, however, were the Chrisþ

-Mac and his love of.Zane Grey's books.

-Edmund arriving unexpectedly on embarkation
leave. He and I walked home from Hartfield that night.
-Douglas whistling as he did chores in the dusk.
:Ti*ing care the three little girls, Eunice, Clara and

mas concerts in the Hall and the Field Days inJune in

Eriksdale.
Our family endured the usual childhood illnesses, but
was generally very healthy. Sadly tragedy struck when
my twin William McKelvey, died from acute leukemia
on October 15, 1944, We were nineteen. Later in November 1975, our eldest sister Diana, passed from lung

Edirh.
-Ben at two years, sitting for hours on a block of ice at
a picnic.

:The arrival of Georgina, so loved by us all.
The circle continues and we now all count our grandchildren. In retrospect, our parents made a superb job
of raising so many children. May they rest in peace, as
this book does honor to them.

cancer,

The children born to Will and Esther:

DianaJulie Preston: born March 31, L922; died November, 1975; licensed practical nurse; marriedJack
Slator; parents of Sandy and Allison Ann.
- Edmund Fleming (See Emund andJudy)
- William McKelvey: born November 11, 1924; died
October I5,1944.
- M"ry Allison: born November 11, 1924; registered
-

Edmund & Judy Watson
Edmund Fleming, born l:|.lay 12,1923, is the second child
of Will and EstherWatson. Bd marriedJudith Tegelberg,
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born 1919, daughter of Henning and Sofia Tegelberg.
Ed is a veteran of WWII. Ed andJudy have farmed
on SW L5-21:7W all their married life and are there to
this day. Ed has also fished for mariy years on Lake Manitoba.

They have raised five daughters: Ingrid, Sylvia, Lorraine, Elvira and Vivian.
- Ingrid married Tom Inglis. They farmed on SE 15211W. Tom passed awayMay l,I992.Ingrid has 12 children and three grandchildren. Ingrid continues to live
on the farm with four of her children and a couple of
foster children.
-Sylvia married Colin Anderson. Colin is the son of
Rose (nee Allen). They have four children and one grandchild. They reside in Winnipeg.
- Lorraine married Grant Baldwin. They have three
children and one foster child. They live in Sanford MB.
- Elvira and her partner Marciel Henoiosa have one
child. They live in Winnipeg.

Charles, Bill;
Fran, Marg, Verna & Doug Watson, Norma

Doug and Verna were married July 7, 1951 at the
Regents Park Church in St. Vital. They then took on the

- Vivian married Mel Kirkwood. They have three

life long journey of building a mixed farm and raising
five children. From what they have told me farming
wasn't the easy life it is today. They sta¡ted with a small
house, a barn, and a farm with no running water or electricity. Today as you drive by you see a well established
farm which houses lots of cheer and friendliness.
For the years I have known Dad he has worked hard
as afarmer and has been involved in his community as a
councillor, a director of the Co-op, and on the Museum
Board as secretary-treasurer. He spent many hours not

children. They live in Starbuck MB.

only farming, but often took time out to share his knowledge of nature with his children. He also taught them
the importance of ajob well done, which he had lea¡ned
from his parents. Dad can always be found in the winter
making or tinkering with something new
When I first met Mom she was always busy knitting,
sewing, quilting, or cooking. She has been an inspiration to all of us. As the children grew up she was involved with them in their 4-H club activities. She took
the role ofbusiness leader or project leader or wherever
there was a need. In the past she has also been on the
ARDA board. Now that the children have grown up,
Mom is involved in ITC and has held the positions of

Douglas & Verna Watson
Douglas Herbert (Doug), born Novemb er 2, 1927 , is the

fifth child of Will & Esther Watson. Doug left the farm at
twenty to work on a hydro dam project in Terrace Bay,
ON. After six months he returned home, bought his own
land SB 19-21-6W. He lived with his brother Ed and they
fìshed for the winter. Then in the spring Doug moved to
his own quarter and started farming.
Verna May Allen, bornJuly 24,1925, is the first child
of William and Mabel Allen. After taking Grade l1 in
Eriksdale, Verna went to Pilot Mound to complete her
Grade 12. She taught for one year at the school in Scotch
Bay and the next year she spent the winter in Winnipeg
going to Normal School. Verna took a job teaching for
three years in Portage.

president, vice-president, treasurer and delegate to coun-

cil. Being a very enthusiastic member she has encouraged other family members and friends to join.
A great gift that both Dad and Mom have given their
children is a love for reading and learning. It is one of
the ways the whole family have relaxed over the years
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and still do to this day!
Today Dad and Mom still garden and farm, but now
it is more of a hobby than a necessity. It is a nice way to
spend the retirement years!

Doug and Verna's children:
-William Douglas (Scc William andJoannc).
-Frances Lois, born December 26, 1953, ma¡ried Bill
Mosienko. Bill is principal at the Eriksdale Collegiate
and Fran works as the grade six teacher at the Briksdale
Collegiate. Theyhave three children: Kenny, Laura, and
Kyla. They all attend Briksdale Collegiate.
-Norma May, born March 20, 19 5 5, ma¡ried Bob Preston. Bob and Norma operate a dairy farm in Portage la
Prairie. They have four sons: Chris, Mark, Steven and

Matthew
-Marjorie Esther, born October 7,1956, married Les
Runolfson of Lundar. They live in Lundar. Les has his
own business, Lundar Small Engine Repair. Marj works
for the Shop Basy in Eriksdale. They have two boys:
Allen, who now lives in Winnipeg and Ian, who will be
completing his grade 12 in 1996.
-Charles Allen (See Charles).

William & Joanne Watson
William Douglas (Bill) is the first child of Doug and Verna
Watson, born May L4,1952 at the E. M. Crowe Memorial Hospital. Bill left home at 18 to work in Edmonton
and from there he worked in the oil fields in northern
BC. His next move was to Thompson, MB where he
spent three years as a miner for Inco.

Daríus & Joy, Carl & Emmie, Doug;
Robin, Bill (holding Nathan) & Joanne Watson,

Heidi; Místy, Mary-Jo
was! The following spring he became an employee at

G.K. Smith & Sons.

Joanne Lynn Reiger was raised in Winnipeg, first child
of George and Emma Rieger, born May 5, 1947. Prior to
meeting Bill, I was a teller for the Royal Bank and Secretary/Payroll Clerk for Penner Foods in Winnipeg.
Bill and I met and married in Thompson in 1972. We
had our second child Emmie, while living in Thompson.
In the spring of 1973 we moved to Calgary, AB where
Bill worked for Silverwood Dairies on home deliveries.
ln L974 Bill adopted Darius (my son by a previous marriage) and our third child Douglas, was born.
On the move again in 1975 we returned to Manitoba

I home-schooled four of our children for three years.
I also belonged to the Clydebank Ladies Club.
As a family we experimented with a bit of a hobby
farm. We raised rabbits, pigs, chickens, geese, ducks and
goats from time to time.

It was a lot of fun for our chil-

dren and for us, too, ofcourse!
During this time we helped to establish the Eriksdale
Evangelical Free Church and Bill was the lay pastor the
first two years. We were leaders in the 4-H Clovers Club
where our children participated in public speaking,

woodworking and sewing.
After six years the gþsy itch hit again! We moved to
Brandon, MB for four years as church planters for the
Evangelical Free Church. While in Bra¡rdon Bill started

to be closer to family. We lived in Winnipeg for seven
years where Bill once again worked for Silverwood Dairies, this time on store deliveries, then as route supervisor. It was while we were in Winnipeg that we adopted
the last two of our five children, Misty and Mary;fo.
Finally in 1982 we moved to Eriksdale! Bill commuted,
at first to his job in Winnipeg. What a long winter that

university.

In August of 1992 we came back to Eriksdale and Bill
returned to his job at G.K. Smith and Sons. Since we
have returned Bill has continued to study toward his BA
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in History at the University of Winnipeg. He will graduate

in 1996. Bill will then go on to theological

MaryJoanne (MaryJo), born December 3, 1980, is
attending Eriksdale Collegiate and keeps herself busy
with all kinds of activities there. She belongs to ITC and
in 1995 assisted her grandmother as first vice-president.
She teaches Sunday School and helps with Bible Club.
Most of the animals at our place belong to Mary;fo. Her
favorite past-times are hiking, boating, camping, or just

studies.

Over the years I have also studied, by correspondence, to obtain a Home-school Tþacher Certificate, a
General Bible Certificate from Liberty University, and
two writing diploma. I hope some day to write for children! I have been involved in the community, belonging to ITC, the Historical Advisory Committee, and the
Eriksdale Museum board. I am a co-leader in the Arthritis Self Management Program, which I enjoy very

being outdoors.

Charles A. Watson

much.

Charles Allen is the fifth child of Doug and Verna Watson,

Bill and I once again are involved with the Briksdale
Bvangelical Free Church. Bill has accepted the position
of pastor, as of September 1995. This keeps us busy in
all aspects of church work, which we really enjoy.

born March 21, 1960, at the E. M. Crowe Hospital.
After completing high school at Briksdale Collegiate
he moved to Winnipegwhere he worked for Silverwood
Dairies from 1978-1979. He then was employed at
Parkdale Farms Ltd. from 1979-1982 other than the six
month break in 1980 when he worked in Deloraine.
Charles purchased a farm in Eriksdale, NW 14-216W, in April, 1981. In September 1982, he moved back
home and in the spring of 1983 Charles built and moved
into a house on his property.
He worked forJohnson Bros. Farms until 1989, then
for the next three years for DorisJohnson while estab-

We once again have various animals from time to time

and a garden, since this just seems to be part of living in
the country.
Our children:
Darius Wade, born December 13, 1967, marriedJoy
Ives, daughter ofBert andJune lves,June 21, 1986. They
lived one year in Eriksdale before moving to Pamburn,
SK. They spent three years there while Darius attended
Miller Memorial Bible Institute. After graduation in 1990
and a four month stay in the Brandon area, they moved
to Winnipeg. At this time they live in the Birds Hill area
and Darius works for Kildonan Custom Cabinets. Darius
andJoy are very active in teen and children's work at
the church they attend in Winnipeg. They have three
children: HeidiJanelle (October 18, 1987), Robin Edward
(December 1, 1989), and Nathan Claud (April27, 1992).

lishing his own farm. For the past few years Charles has

driven a school bus.
Charles keeps busy as well in the community. He has
been involved in many areas of the 4-H Clover Club as

in public speaking, woodworking, outdoor livwell
as business leader. He has participated as a
as

a leader

ing

judge for manyyears in demonshations and public speaking. He was president of the 4-H Regional Council and
a board member on the Manitoba 4-H Foundation.

Heidi and Robin both attend school in Birds Hill.
Emeline Verena (Emmie), born February 15, 1973,
married Carl McleodJune 3, 1995. She graduated from
Prairie Bible College in the spring of 1995 with a BA in
Inter Cultural Studies. They are living in Three Hills,
AB while Carl continues to study at PBI. They plan to
spend their life in mission work overseas.
Douglas George, born Decemb er 11, 1974. Doug remained in Brandon when we returned to Eriksdale. A

In

1987, he won a trip to Manhattan, Kansas to participate
in North Central Leaders Forum.

ITC has also been one of Charles interests. He was a
member for three years and during this time held the
position of first vice-president at club level and second
vice-president at Council 5.
Charles has been a director of the Eriksdale Co-op
since 1988. He has also enjoyed being a member of the
Manitoba Rural Youth since 1987, holding the position

year later he moved to Edmonton, and worked for Petro

ofdirector for one year.
In 1986 Charles took one of those holidays most of us
only dream about. He traveled to Britain, Scotland, Ire-

Canada for two years. In September 1995 he rehrrned
to Manitoba to be closer to family. He spent two and
half months with us, while working for G.K. Smith and
Sons. At present he is living in Brandon.
Misty May, born September 12, l977,has attended
Eriksdale Collegiate and beonged to ITC. At present she
lives in Winnipeg.

land and many parts of Europe.
Sky diving has become Cha¡les latest pastime when
he isn't busy with his beef cattle and the chores this involves!
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Marlene Watso.n, Brad (holdíng Mac) & Diane
Culling, Ben Watson, Kathryn & Randy Van
Kommer, Joyce Watson, Clara & Bruce (holding
Benjamin) King; Alanna Van Kommer, Michelle
King (June I 5, 'l 99'l )

Benjamin & Joyce Watson
On April20, 1957 Benjamin (Ben) Watson marriedJoyce
Ford at St.John's Anglican Church in Briksdale. Their

- King's Septic Services.

Ben andJoyce's second daughter, Marlene, was born

marriage was the first conducted by the Reverend Patrick
Lee, now Bishop of Rupertsland.

onJanuary 14, 1960 at St. Boniface Hospital, Winnipeg.

Ben, born November 12, 1935, was the ninth of
William and Esther Watson's ten children, remained on
the family farm except for a few years when Ben and
Joyce were first married. They spent seven months in
Weyburn, SK and two years in St. Vital, a suburb of Winnipeg. During this time Ben worked as a carpenter.
In the spring of 1960, they returned to Eriksdale to
farm. In the fall of 1960 and winter of 1961 they built

She graduated from the University of Manitoba as ageo-

logical engineer in 1983, and is now employed at Border Glass in Winnipeg.
Diane, Ben andJoyce's third daughter, was born at
Eriksdale on October 30, 1961. She graduated from the
Lethbridge Community College in Alberta as a wildlife
and fisheries technician.

ry

their home and barn on SW 27-211W where they operated a mixed farm.
Ben was a school trustee for Scotch Bay School. He
served on the ARDA board and for several years w¿ts
chairman of the Eriksdale Credit Union. He enjoys public speaking, and for a short time was a leader in the 4-H
club.
Joyce has been a member of the Clydebank Ladies

Diane married Brad

Culling on March

28,

1984. They have two sons

- William McKelvey
(Mac), born October 3,
1990 and Stephen, born
November 26, 1993. They
reside atFort St.John, BC,
and have their own business - Diversified Environ-

Club for several years.
Ben andJoyce have four daughters who were involved
in the 4-H club, figure skating and in sports competition.
Their eldest daughter, Clara, was born April 10, 1958
at Weyburn, SK. Clara, who graduated from Red River
Community College as a computer anaþst programmer,
married Bruce King of Woodlands, MB onJuly 9, 1978.
Bruce and Clara have two children - Michelle, born
July 20, 1984, and Benjamin, bornJuly 31, 1988. They

mental Services.
Ben andJoyce's young-

est daughter, Kathryn,

born April 30, 1967
Stephen Culling

at

Eriksdale, graduated from
the Red River Community

College, Winnipeg, as a legal assistant.
She married Randy Van Kommer of Carberry, MB.

reside at Grosse Isle, MB and operate their business

They reside in Drayton Valley, AB with their daughter,
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in Prince

Alannna who was born May 3, 19 83. Kathryn has worked
in an insurance office and Randy is employed in the oil

teenage sons, Chris and David, and lives

fields.

-Ruth married Ken Baxter, now deceased, and raised
two children, Bob and Sheila who both live in BC. In
19B7, Ruth moved back to Manitoba from BC and lives
on the old Cowdery farm.
-Dan (See Dan and Margo).
-Margaret married Larry Peterson of BC and they have

George, BC.

Ben andJoyce are semi-retired on their farm. They
have been involved in voluntary Christian work, helping start the Evangelical Free Church in Eriksdale, and
are presently involved as volunteers at Tiinity Television,
a Winnipeg-based Christian media ministry.

twin daughters: Karen andJill.

a
?
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George Watson, Dorothy, Kathy Josephson, Dan
Watson;
Rose Allen, Margaret Peterson, Ruth Baxter

George & Dorothy Watson
Ernest George Watson, born October 2, 1899, the third
child of Edmund and Alice Watson, married Dorothy
Cowdery, the second child of Robert and Mary Cowdery.
They farmed together in the Scotch Bay areaand raised
seven children.
After their retirement, George and Dorothy travelled
by truck and camper to winter in Florida. Involved in an
accident in 1967, Dorothy lost her life.

Notes from George Watson's diaries:

June 18, 1923. I arrived here at the homestead after
an absence of one week which was spent helping Father

fence a half section of land, which he has bought just
recently. It was truly a week of suffering for us all. The
heatwas terrific. We consumed gallons of water and were
continually bathed in perspiration. The sloughs are full
of water and we had to cross a good many of them, often

George later remarried, to Mary Kirker and they
moved to Salmon Arm, BC where they lived until Mary's
death, in 1987.
Dad wrote various articles under the by-line, By
He died in 1989 at Prince George, BC

up to our knees in water. But the worst of all our sufferings
were caused by the myriads of starving mosquitoes, which

surrounded us nearly all the time. But in spite of all our
difficulties, we finally triumphed over them and finished
the job up in good time Saturday night.
November 25,1923. Father sold three year old steers
for $21 this fall. No.l wheat is worth 98 cents delivered
at Fort William. Select hogs, eight cents a pound in Winnipeg. Eggs are agood price now, when the hens are not
laying. This summer when eggs were plentiful, 18 cents
was the price per dozen.
December 18, 1923. Charley and I hauled sixteen nets
today. We. caught 406 lbs. of pickerel and 226lbs. of

Georga

The children:
-Dot lives in Bellingham, Washington, USA.
-Bob is deceased.

-Kathy married NormJosephson, now deceased, of
BC and raised five children: Susan and husband Don
Yaciw; Shelley and husband Gary Scott; Shirley and
husband Mitchell Rowe; Gord and friend Sandra; and
Sharon. Kathy has eleven grandchildren, all in BC.
-Rosemary (Rose) ma¡ried Sandy Allen, inheriting two
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Jack fish. Though the price is only six cents for pickerel
and one and half centsJack fish, we made a record days
wage of $t¡.gS each. One net alone had 65 pickerel in
it.
January 26, L925. A fierce wind is blowing from the
south. It is very colcl ancl passing through the tree-tops it
moans in a doleful manner. It was thirty-eight below this
morning. Everything in my house, except myself, was
frozen solid. And I was almost frozen. The butter was as
hard as abrick, and the bread was so hard I could scarcely
cut a slice off it. I hope tomorrow is warm and calm.
February l,l925.It is terribly cold tonight. Thirty-six
below zero and the mercury still falling. Since sundown

it had dropped twenty-six degrees. Thank

goodness

lakeshore and gone down the beach toward Long Point.

When they overtook the cattle, they found they could
not get ahead of them, as the inside of Long Point is now
a swamp and the cattle were as

wild

as moose.

Instead of crossing the swamp on foot to the other
beach ancl so getting ahead of the cattle, the kids continued to follow all the way around the Point back to Long
Point beach. They continued on 'til they came to the
end of the beach opposite Miller's. There they thought
the cattle would stop, but without hesitation the cattle
plunged into water and began swimming to the opposite shore nearly half a mile away.
To the great relief of the kids, they finally clambered
out onto the shore except two who became faint hearted

I

and turned back past the kids. About eleven o'clock Dan

do not have to go on the lake tomorrow.
February 2L, 1925. Today I received my first cre¿Lrn
cheque. It amounted to $3.36 and represented the product of two cows in the period of one month. I hand
skimmed the cream off the milk as I had no separator
and kept the cream outside frozen solid. It graded spe-

and Ruth finally returned home arid galle me the bad
news. I had been worrying about them, but never
dreamed of such a thing.
They had lunch and we rode at once to Miller's. The
cattle were still standing where they had come ashore. I
thought "Ifthey can do it once, they can do it again," so
we sta¡ted them into the water (That would have been

cial.

April S, 1925. Clea¡ing bush land on my place is not

the best way to take them home). But no! They would
not have it, so after swimming a short distance, they circled and returned to shore. They wallowed through the
swarnp to dry ground and in spite of our efforts to hrrn
them north towards home, disappeared into the jungle
heading east.
We were all wet to the waist and as a thunder storm
was coming up we returned to Miller's, had dinner and
Ruth got a change ofjeans, but as I was freezing, I rode
home to get a change of clothes for me, and a coat for
Dan.
We then left Ruth at Miller's, while Dan and I rode
through the swamp and bush all afternoon looking for
the cattle without success, until we had given up and
started for home. Suddenly they appeared on the road
ahead of us. They were as wild as ever and gave us a
wild chase before we got them calmed down. They are
all in the yard now, except one we had to leave at Miller's and the two who refused to swim across the bay.
They are still out on Long point beach, I guess. But I am

only expensive, butheart-breaking as well. For two days
this week Ashby and I worked at clearing, we worked
hard and steadily, but all we cleared was half an acre,
we counted over four hundred stumps on that half acre.
As a result I have been feeling quite discouraged. Paid
Mr. Ashby $2.
April 18, L925.I have been working hard all week at
brushing with a gang of three men, we accomplished
quite a bit, in spite of the dense tangled condition of the
land we were clearing, over five acres at a total cost for
wages of $25.75.

May 5, Lg25.l am feeling fairly happy tonight for
today I finished avery hard, difficult or rather laborious
task, that of hewing a set of house logs for Cecil Price. It
required nearly four days work to complete the job. There

were altogether 56 logs. Each log was a miniature battle
to be fought. But at last I finished and now I am glad,
partly because I received $10 for my labor and partly
because I was able to assist Cecil on his way at a very
reasonable charge.

May 25,1927. Something happened today that was
I must write an account of it for posterity.
Right after breakfast, Dan and Ruth rode out to the

h"ppy it turned out

so unusual

as

well

as

it did.

Dan & Margo Watson
I (DanielJohn)

was born May 4, 1942 in the Briksdale
Hospital and spent my early years growing up on my
parents' farm in the Scotch Bay district.

lake pasture to bring home our young cattle, as we wished

to move some of them over to the Chippawa pasture.
They found that the cattle had broken out at the
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Natalie & Kevin Watson
Donna, Kevin, Dan; Margo (holding Tracy),
Steven (Sept I 978)

was born in Eriksdale. Steven lives in Eriksdale and works

out on construction, running heavy equipment.
Our second daughter, Tracy Leanne was bornJuly
22, L975 inthe Victoria Hospital in Winnipeg. Tiacy presently lives and works in Winnipeg.
I consider myself very lucky to have been born at a
time when a lot of changes were taking place, for instance (switching over from horse power to tractors). A
real big event was the coming of electricity to the farm
when I was eight years old. What excitement! We kids,

I attended Scotch Bay School until I graduated from
grade eight. At that point I was left with three options;
fìnish high school by correspondence, find a place to
board in Eriksdale while taking high school there, or quit
school and go out to work. I chose the latter much to my
regret later in life.

I married Margaret Rose Nordal onJuly 7, L962 and

ran from room to room turning on and off the light
switches. I can't imagine doing without electricity now.
My early memories of making hay are of a small bare-

we moved to Powell River, BC. where I worked for three

years as a heavy equipment operator in winter and fish-

erman in summer.
Our daughter, Donna Lynn was born in Powell River
onJanuary 29, 1964.
On August 8, 1992, Donna married Brad Brassor in
Grande Cache, AB. They both work as correctional offìcers in jails around Edmonton. On April26, 1995 they
presented us with our first grandchild, Daniel Bernard
Bradley.
Our son, Kevin Daniel was born June 18, 1965 in

foot boy raking hay with a tired old horse plodding along,

covered with sweat and lather and her belly streaked

with blood from bites from the big bulldog flies.
A real danger came when one happened to drive the
horse over a hornets' nest. These nasty creatures would
swarm out, stinging horse and driver and would usually
result in the horse running away at top speed while the
driver pulled on the reins with one hand and held onto
the seat with the other. The main danger was in being
thrown off.
My dad told me that he once experienced a real bad
runaway while raking hay with a team of horses. He was
thrown off the seat and fell in front of the rake teeth
where he was tumbled over and over at a high rate of
speed. He would almost certainly have been killed, except that the flight of the horses took them right past a

Powell River, BC.

OnJuly 15, 1993 Kevin ma¡ried Natalie

Russel from

Powell River, BC. They currently live on Vancouver Island. Kevin has worked as a fisherman for about 13 years
now.

In September 1965, Dad badly injured his knee and
ended up in hospital for some time. We looked after the
farm for him until December, when it was decided he

coil of hay. One rake wheel ran up and over the coil and
allowed him to roll out to safety, badly bruised, but nothing broken.
The sun was so hot and the days were so long. For a

would retire and we would rent the farm. After two years,
we started buying the farm and have been here ever
since.

On August 31, 1973 our second son, Steven Robert
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ln recognition of those pioneers whose
decendents have continued on the land for
one hundred years or more is pleased to
honour the family of :
Edmund Fleming Watson who made
homestead entry for NW 2-21-7W
27th February,1891
Edmund F & Alice M Watson 1891 - 1930
Arthur C. & Mary E Watson 1930 - 1946
E. George & Dorothy E. Watson
1946 - 1969
Daniel J. & Margaret R. Watson
1 969 - to date 1 996
I still make hay on the little meadows where my grandfather worked so hard, raking hay with horses and oxen
and pitching it onto the stack with pitch forks.
As I hay these meadows, I sometimes start daydreaming and think how neat it would be if my grandfather
was to suddenly walk out of the bush with his fork over
his shoulder. I'm sure he would be quite amazed at the

way things are done now.
Another very big change I witnessed was in the methods of transportation to and from school.
We lived three and one half miles from school which
in summer wasn't much of a problem. My sisters and I
would ride horse-back up the old Colonization Road,
attend school and then race each other home at night.
In winter time, it was a whole different story. I would
be the fìrst one out of bed about 6:30 a.m. My first job
would be to light fires in our three wood stoves while
trying to still my chattering teeth. Then I would call my
two sisters. One would make breakfast while the other
packed school lunches. Meanwhile, I would go out to
the barn where I would harness and feed our horse. Then
I would bring hay and fill up the little rack on the back
of the caboose. After a quick breakfast I would fetch the
horse to the water tank for a drink, then hook him up to
the caboose. Someone would fetch coals in a fire shovel
from the house, to our little tin heater in the caboose, to
light the fire. Then it was off to school. Daylight would

Brad, Donna & Daníel Brassor
change of pace,

I would be sent to drive another tired

old horse, pulling up the loads of hay on our old overshot stacker. This was a very boring job, driving the horse

in a straight line, until the load of hay dumped
onto the stack and then backing him up again for the
next load. My favorite diversion was to try and stop the
horse at exactly the right time in order to dump the load
squarely on top of whoever was building the stack at the
ahead

time.

Now with our modern equipment, the days may be
just as long, but the work is very easy.
As I sit in my air-conditioned, dust free, sound proof
cab and gaze out at the machinery doing most of the
work for me, my only worry is whether there is enough
twine in the baler to last until quitting time.
Part of our farm is a quarter section, NW 2-21-7W,
beside Lake Manitoba that my grandfather homesteaded
around 1893. We were presented with a Century Farm
Certificate Award at the Lundar Fair, June 15, 1996.
Honourable Harry Enns, Minister of Agriculture, presented us with a Century Farm Gate sign. The Manitoba
Historical Society presented a wall plaque which reads:

find us about a mile up the trail. Arriving at the
schoolyard, we still had to unhook the horse, unharness
him and tie him in the barn. His hay had to be carried in
so he could eat during the day. What really made things
difficult was the fact that during the fifties, we had several years where we experienced record precipitation.
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Some winters it was all we could do to keep the trail
open to school.
On reading Dad's journal, I notice that the winter of
1955-56 was very bad. This was the year the municipal
snow plow was demolished in a collision with a train.
The snow and cold came early and stayed well into
the following spring.
Here is a quote from Dad's journal:
"December 19, 1955, 41 below this morning at daylight. Warmed up to 15 below for awhile, but too cold to
try to start the tractor so did not get any hay home."(end

next one.
Charles got a job as a fish inspector and moved in
1941 to Whiteshell. He lived there with his cousin, Gladys

and her husband, George Watkinson. It was quite a dangerousjob because he had to check the size ofnets and
stop any illegal fishing. With this job, he sometimes had
to go north of The Pas where the fìsh were spawning.
In 1967 he retired and bought a house in Stonewall.
Gladys and George moved there with him.
Cha¡lie liked to hunt. The last time he hunted was in
1976 or 1978. He hunted with his brothers, Herb from
Comox and Albert, at Scotch Bay. They went hunting

of quote).
On February 13, 1956, he notes that they woke up to
at least a foot of fresh snow with at least six inches more
during the day. He mentions that before this storm, my
uncle, George Cowdery, told him that we had alrea.dy
received 84 inches of snow George C. kept weather

geese along the lakeshore where they had grown up.

When Uncle Charlie wasn't able to look after himself
he was put into the Eriksdale Personal Care Home. He
was good with flowers so they let him help look after the

plants there. He lived there from October 1982 until he
got sick and had to go into the hospital. He passed away
January 22, 1985 at Briksdale Hospital. He was buried

records for the government.

I remember that in order to get to the Scotch Bay
Christmas Concert that year, we built a shelter on a flat
rack and used a team of horses. There wasn't enough
room for all of us in the little caboose, and all the roads
were impassable. About a half mile up the road, Mum

at

All Saints Cemetary in Scotch

Bay.

Arthur & Mary Watson

suffered a severe asthma attack. Somehow, we managed

Arthur Charsley (Art) was born December 25,1903, in
Radway, MB; the fifth child of Edmund and Alice

to get the horses turned around in the darkness and deep

Watson.

snow, and go home to get her medicine. Then, it was off

His earliest memories and the stories he told us, were
of his growing-up years in Scotch Bay. There was lots of
hard work, picnics, community dances, many stories of

to the concert !
We always seemed to make it through to school and
were very seldom late.
What a difference from the modern farm kids who
wake up in a nice warm house, just in time to walk out to
the end of the lane to meet that big yellow bus.
I feel very fortunate to have lived my life during this
particular period. I have seen so many changes, most of

neighbors helping each other. Harvest time was one of
those times when all pitched in to help one another.
After the grouing-up years, and before his marriage,
most of his stories dealt with working away from the
home farm, batching ítwith Uncle Charlie and ice fishing on Lake Manitoba.
On April 28, 1933, Art's bachelor days came to an
end when he married Mary Hadath. M"ry had been a
teacher at Scotch Bay school when they met.
The newly-weds settled into farming on two quarters,
on a fairly typical Scotch Bay mixed farm. Mary was a
city girl and had to learn to be a farm wife. She very
quickly learned to milk the cows and to drive the horses.
Mary also learned about being a mother as the birth of
Charsley Arthur onJanuary 6, 1934, turned them into a

them for the better.

Gharles H. Watson
Charles Henry was born in Radway, MB, December 16,
1901.

He was the fourth son born to Edmund and Alice

Watson.
Cha¡les farmed for a few years where Edmund Watson

now lives. His house is still standing in Bdmund's yard.
After he quit farming in the early 1930's he got a job as a
game guardian. In 1936 while he was a garne guardian,
he had quite a bad accident. His snowplane, which he

real family.

The Thìrties were not a good time for a beginning

was using, got stuck. He went to grab the frame, slipped

farmer. Food was plentiful, but cash for clothing and other

and the propeller cut his left hand badly. He lost three
fingers. He was left with his little finger and part of the

necessities was almost non-existent. By the time their
second child was born,Jeremy, on September 21, 1940,
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they were ready for a change. On September 15, 1941,
they had their auction sale and, two days later, moved
to Winnipeg.

Their fìrst real home in Winnipeg was at 933 Ashburn
Street This was a home and a grocery store. The store
was callecl Marts, a combination of lvlary and Art, During this time, Art went through

ofjobs with Swifts,
the Winnipeg School Division, and Eaton's mail order.
Art would have been quite happy to have kept the store,
because he really enjoyed talking to his customer's. IJnfortunately, because of war-time reshictions, they were
not able to keep their stock up and eventually closed.
By 1944 Art had taken a job at the CNR and had
moved his family to 412 Arnold Avenue, where he lived
the rest of his life. Wbrking for the CNR gave Art the
opportunity to travel, using his CNR railroad pass, to
places such as Vancouver and Expo in Montreal.
One of the greatjoys in Arts life was the seven grandchildren that entered his life. Charsley and Ma¡ion had
five children. They are: Andrew, Susan, Carole, Donald
and Margaret. Jeremy and Mariþ had two children,
Jennifer andJohn.
Another great satisfaction in Art's life was his cabin at
the Big Whiteshell Lake. The family spent almost every
summer weekend and several winter weekends there
from the early 1960's until his death in 1975.
Art's fìnal illness was sudden and brief. Struck down
by an aneurysm in February, he died of complications
a series

Herbert, Myrtle, Ena & Herb Watson
at a later date, when we were sure we were staying in
BC.

Herb passed awayJanuary 1983 from cancer at his
home in Comox, BC. Myrtle passed away suddenly in
September, 1983 of no apparent illness. The loss of her
husband of 51 years wÍìs more than she could handle
because they had molded their lives around each other.
Their first child was Herbert Charles, born in 1933 in

on March 28, 1975. Born on Christmas, died during
Easter week.

Herbert & Myrtle Watson
Thomas Herbert (Herb) was born May

Eriksdale. He passed away from

,1908 in Scotch
Bay. He was the sixth child of Bdmund and Alice Watson.

a

heart attack at his home

in Comox, BC on November 11, 1983. He is survived by
three children and a wife.
Their second child was Bna Myrtle, born in 1934 in
Briksdale. Bna had a hair salon in Briksdale in the early
50's and to my knowledge it may have been the first
one. She also started the firstmobile hair salon in Canada
at which she worked until her death. She passed away

27

He attended school in Scotch Bay until Grade six.
Herb married Myrtle Malcolm on September 2L, 1932
in Eriksdale.
My dad told me his home was always in Manitoba
even if he made his money in BC. The one thing he
looked forward to every year, in his later years, was going back to his home to go hunting and to visit all his
family and friends.
We made two trips to BC before we settled down out
there. The fìrst was about 1955. He left someone to look
after the farm, but it didn't work out. We had to make a
dash back to Manitoba since the farm was left unattended. The second time we had a sale and sold every-

Courtenay, BC. She is survived by five children.
Their third child died at birth in Eriksdale from complications.
Their fourth child,John William, born April 14, L947
was adopted. He has four children and they a¡e all living and working in the Cumberland, BC area.John works
for the county and also has his own business.

thing except the farm itself. He sold the house and farm,

I, Howard Mcauley (Mac), was their fifth child, born

from cancer in the spring of 1989, at her home in
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May 12,1950 and was also adopted. I have three children, two from a previous marriage and one with my

He never had hydro at Hartfield, using only coal-oil
lamps. In the early 1980's he got hydro put in the shack

present wife, Karen. I am employed at a major towing
firm, in the head office, in the control dispatch area. I
also have a landscaping business which keeps me busy
in the summer.

at Albert's.

Before he went to bed, he always stepped out to check
the stars, to see what the weather would be like the next
day. He was a grain farmer at Hartfield. He was always
an early riser.

Walter Watson

On September 13, 1966, Walter had a terrible accident. He got his hand caught in the swather and when
he tried to get that hand out, his other hand got caught.

Walter Sydney was born
illlay 28, 1910, at Scotch
Bay. He was the eighth
child;the seventh son born

He was able to shut the swather off; go to his shack and

wrap his hands up in towels and drive to the town line
which was just over a mile. He waited there and was
picked up by Walter Maytwayashing. He lost five fingers. He had surgery on September lgth. By October

to Edmund and Alice
Watson.

He farmed for a while

Walter

Watson

at Scotch Bay. He bought
Severs' place, NB 28-217W. He built a log house
on it. He sold the land to
his brother Will. Ben and
Joyce Watson later farmed
this quarter which was

I 1, 1966 Uncle Watt was out at our farm driving his truck!

His remaining fìngers weren't much good. The others were just short stubs. This never stopped Uncle Watt.

He re-learned to do many things, such as rolling cigarettes; taking fish out of a net, shelling peas, etc.

In

1980, Walter had to have a heart by-pass.

After he was semi-retired from farming he started pick-

North-West of their home site. Will used his house for a
chicken house. It's still standing at Will's place. In the
early 1950's he bought property from the municipality.

ing Seneca root. He also picked beer bottles and cans.
You never knew where he would be picking cans along
the road.

It

had belonged to ylung Bíll Smith who had lived at
Hartfield.

On March 20, 1986 Walter went to town, got his groceries, a new radio and his weekly supply of magazines -

Uncle Watt as he was known, was liked by young and
old. Everyone liked to have a parry at Uncle Watt's and
sometimes his birthday party was a children's party.
In his younger days he loved to dance. He played the
banjo. It was sort of funny that in his younger years he
could come home from a dance and discuss what the
different ladies wore. He took an interest in clothes that
some wore.

he read a lot. He went to Lundar to get his truck checked

over. While talking to the garage owner he had a sud-

den heart attack, of which he died. He is buried at the

All Saints Cemetery, in Scotch

Bay.

Memories of Walter Waßonby Ron Heroux.

I have fond memories of Walter; he was a good friend
and accomplice. During my teenage years we would frequent his place, commonly known as Walter's Shackthat
consisted of a small cabin, heated by a small tin heater

He lived in shaclcs. At his Hartfield place, (his summer
home), there was just one small room. He never locked
his door with anything but a nail and string. He had a
different sense of humor. One day he left a note on his
door I don't know where I am,
He fished for almost fifty years. He started fishing with
his brothers, Charlie and Art. He fished with Matt and
Watson Lee; Wilfred Blue; Fred Ross;John Stagg and

which would dance around and shake as he threw coal
oil into it, after he had lit the fire.
We would socialize, sitting on the edge of his bunk.
As the cabin was small, there was no room for chairs We
would tell stories and kugh like heck into the wee hours
of the morning.
He was Uncle Wattto many children and to us teenagers. He always had treats for young and old. He would

Dan and Tèd Watson.
It was a big thing at our place in the late fall, when
Uncle Watt pulled his Hartfield shack to our farm. Later

take us to pick snake-root and frogs along the shores of

he made another shackwhich he enlarged to two rooms.

Lake Manitoba. We would sell ov þickizgs at Vogar and
then spend our earnings in town.

He left this one at our place, (his brother Albert's farm).

Walter fished commercially on Lake Manitoba for
747

many years and would provide us with the odd feed of
fresh fish; this of course, led to more socializing and
laughs. Walter was a gentle person, always making time
for others. Walter held many birthday parties for the local youngsters. I remember counting as many as 20 little

their 50th anniversary in October 1994.
Pauline Christine Fontaine was born December 15,
1919 in McArthur ND. She was the fourth daughter; the
fifth child born to Alfred and Clara Fontaine. They left
the States in 1924 and moved to Transcona, MB. Pauline
went to Immaculate Conccption Convcnt School. On
August 31, 1932 Pauline, her parents, brothers and sisters moved to Brobak's farm. They were back to the land
people. Their farm was four miles north of Eriksdale.
Pauline went to Deerhill School.
Pauline had different pets, too. She had a hen, which

ones, in his shack, eating cake and talkingwith Uncle Walt.
As we grew older Walter would always remindus whm
ue were little slips, and bring back more tales of our upbringing, laughing as he talked. Walter is remembered
fondly by a lot of us who had occasion to know him.

Albert & Pauline Watson

she called Lena. Lena used to come when she was called.

Albert Angus was bornJuly 7, l9I2 in Scotch Bay. He
was the eighth son; ninth child born to Edmund and
Alice Watson.
Albert had infantile polio when he was just fourteen

Mum used to say,"Sing Lena, sing" and Lena would say,
"ATT, OTT, ATT!" She'd only do this with Pauline.
Pauline and her family even shared their living quarters
with three small bear cubs. Mum's older brother, Eugene,
was a hunter and he had killed their mother. He found
the bear's den, climbed in and got the three small cubs.
He put them in his big wooden lunch box and brought
them home. One night, they got out from their box and
went under Mum's bed. She could hear them pushing
her stuff around under the bed. The cubs stayed at the
farm for nearly one month. They were sold to the
Assiniboine Zoo.
Pauline worked at Bill's Confectionery in Eriksdale
from 1939 - L944. While working at the store she stayed
at Bill Goodridge's house.

months old. When he was 15 years old he had an operation on his ankle to straighten it.
Albert was a good whistler from a very young age. In
fact he whistled so much that his brothers and sisters
were almost glad when he got sick and didn't whistle so
much.
Abb, as he is known went to Scotch Bay School. One
day, when he was eight and half years old he was playing shinny. This game involved hitting a tin can back and
forth on the hard snow. He got hit in the right eye with a
stick. He was knocked out, but after he came to he was
walked home, Granddad and Uncle Herb had to take
him 15 miles to Eriksdale in a caboose. He was stitched
up there. He has been blind in that eye ever since.
Albert and his brothers and sisters had different kinds
of pets. Albert had a hawk which he had gotten from
Sylvia Matso" (Joy). He named him Hawk, All he had to
say was Hawk, Hawþ and if he heard him he would come
to Dad. Hawk ate frogs, sparrows and black birds. In the
fall, he left with the other hawks.
To amuse themselves, the Watsons learned to play
different musical instruments. Albert played the guitar
and the mouth organ,
He loved sports and started listening to hockey on
the radio around 1926. To this day, he enjoys listening
to the ra.dio or watching TV sports.
In August, 1943, Albert got a different car and went
to town to show his new car off . Being shy, he went to the
corner store, first. Someone suggested that he go and get
Pauline at Bill\. He'd had enough encluragemenl as Mum
(Pauline) said, so he went and asked her out. Fourteen

SOth Anníversary
Linda Watson, John & Linda Steele, Ted Watson,
Christíne Snowdon; Polly & Abb Watson

months later they were married. They just celebrated
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Albert and Pauline were married at Abbeville on

twelve vocational standing.

I, (Sylvia) Linda LydiaJoywas born on April5, 1950,

October 21, 1944. They raised three children on the farm:
Christine, Theodore and Linda.
It was quite hard to raise three children in the late

a twin to Raymond Roland Wilhelm, only children of

barn in a canoe all one summer. There was no pasture

Eino and SylviaJoy. Lindareceived her elementary education in Alexandra School, Gordon Bell High, and Hugh
John McDonald schools in Winnipeg. She attended Eriksdale Collegiate upon moving and received her grade
eleven. From there, she took her LPN training at the St.
Boniface Hospital in Winnipeg.
One day, I was ill at school and called home. A driver
was not available, so my grandmother arranged for a
neighbor's son to pick me up. Thus I met Ted Watson.
Our first date was a Sadie Hawkin's dance to which I

so they had to sell all their cattle except 25 head (three

asked Ted, as was the custom. Upon discussing this with

of those belònged to us three kids); and their two horses.

his cousin, Dan (Watson), he encouraged Ted to accept.
He insisted on loaning us his car, surprisingly, to this
day they remain close; considering each other as a

1940's and early 1950's. Dad and

Mum worked very

hard. They even got up at four in the morning to work
in the garden for about one hour; then they had to milk
cows.

Dad trapped muskrats to help bring in more money
to feed their family. Mum used to do the milking and the
chores so Dad could trap.

In

1955, there was a bad flood. They had to go to the

They had to borrow Uncle Herb's bull. With all the water on the land, the soil went sour and it was quite a few
years before the land was usable again.
Mum and Dad picked frogs. One day they picked 200
lbs. and got $28. They used to kill chickens for the
neighbors. Mum used to pluck and clean ducks and geese
for American hunters.
After we three children were out of school, Mum went
back to work. She worked nine years, at Hava-Keen

brother!
Ted was employed with the Province of Manitoba
Water Resources Branch, working out of Ashern with
Vic Price. I worked as an LPN at the E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital in Eriksdale.
Times have changed in the hospital setting. I can remember going into the ofÏìces, emergency room, unoccupied rooms, etc, to dust and clean, on the night shift.
The charge nurse remained at the Nursing Station, in
case someone needed assistance. LPNts were also on

Lunch in Eriksdale. She stayed atBill Goodridge's again.
After they quit milking cows they were able to get out
more. They started going to bingo which they both en-

charge duty, with an available

joyed for years.
Their children:

RN on call. We, or the

-Christine Pauline was born December 12, 1945. She
was married to Reg Snowdon. She lives in Ashern now
and works atJean's Restaurant as a cook.
rlheodore Albert (See Ted and Linda).
LindaAnne was born October 4, 1950. She's married

nurse's aide, were also responsible to start cooking the
breakfast cereal. I can remember one particularly busy
night shift. We received a call that an emergency was on
the way in. Between tasks I quickly went into the kitchen
to begin the cereal. Water and cereal slowly cooking, I
dashed back to the ward. I had underestimated the time

toJohn Steele.John is a LIM (LeadingThack Maintainer
for the CP). Linda works as a chamber maid at the CPR
bunk houses. They live in Golden, BC.
Note: 1995 marks the 90th year that Abb's parents

that we would be involved with the incoming patient.
When things were fìnally back under control, I sprinted
back to the kitchen. To -y horror, the cream of wheat
was now usable only as cement; possibly wall putty, at

settled onEl/2-L6-21-7W. This is where Edmund Fleming

best!
Babies were still delivered in the hospital. There were

and Alice Maud Watson raised their family, and the site

babies and mothers to care for, formulas to be prepared,

of many adventures.

bottles to sterilize, and diapers and laundry to be folded.

Ted & Linda Watson

The childrens' ward was almost always full. Time was
spent caring for, rocking, and soothing the little ones,

Ted (Theodore Albert) Watson was born on October 19,
1947 atrhe Eriksdale Hospital, the second child of Albert
and Pauline. He received his early education in Scotch
Bay and Eriksdale schools. He also attended upgrading
classes in Winnipeg and Briksdale and achieved a grade

As well, the rooms were usually full and the staff was
In the lulls, we always managed to keep

always busy.

ourselves busy. We were never bored, and nobody ever

complained when we did the little extras.If my memory
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Darryl Allan was born on September 19, 1975 at the
Misericordia Hospital, as were the next three siblings.
Patricia Lynn was born onJune 27,1977, followed by
Cheryl Ann on February 24,1979, andJason Curtis on
September 25, 1980 (our anniversary). PamelaMarie was
born on.August 18, 1982 and we adopted her soon a^fterward.

In 1981 we built a new home on NW l5-2L-7W,where
we now operate a commercial beef operation, with a
strong Limousin cross base. Most of our property is in
close proximity to Lake Manitoba. Life has changed in a
number of ways and we are fortunate to have been a
part of it. Our home is still completely heated by wood,
but is better insulated. All appliances are electrical, with
attention to energy effìciency. Our livestock are watered
by automatic waterers, replacing stock troughs. We no
longer milk cows like our families before us. Gas tractors a¡e making room for more diesels. They are getting
even larger, and are often equipped with a variety of
options. Large round bales have replaced hay stacks.
Mower conditioners which cut all types of hay and leave
it in a neat swath are replacing conventional methods.
Some people are in a frenzy to keep up, while others are
content with what works best for them. We still grow a
garden, do canning, bake bread, raise our own meat,
etc., so some things remain the same.
There is a stronger movement for recycling, which
our forefathers participated in; though, the word may

Cheryl, Ted, Darryl, Patricia;
Jason, Linda, Pam (Feb '1994)
is correct, I believe I earned $g.SO an hour; a far cry
from today's sala¡ies. I have a lot of fond memories of
the staff I had the pleasure of working with. I have often
thought what

a

have beeny'ugalThe informøtion highway approaches at

wonderful time in my life those days were!

an alarming rate, whereby information can be passed
around the world, through advancements in technology.
This promises wonderous advantages to schools and
many sectors of life. Computers are everywhere; in the
home, schools, businesses, tractors, a¡rd vehicles, etc. Life
is fast paced, with more time spent on recreation and

We were married in Winnipeg on September2 5,1971,

after dating almost five years. The following year we
moved to Winnipeg where Ted worked in construction,
primarily as a back-hoe operator, but he did other things
as well. I worked at Deer Lodge Geriatric Hospital and
the Misericordia Hospital on the maternity ward. Between jobs, I worked a short stint in the lay-out dept. at

other activities.
Phone service is currently working toward private
lines, in the summer of 1995 with awide variety of styles,
and services, including Tòuch Tone. Portables, cellular

Jostens, where they made school year-books.
ln 1974, we purchased SE 22-21-7W from Russell

Penny. He later moved to be closer to his daughter,
Janice, but we always had a nice visit when he came out.

phones and Fax service are amongst some of the changes

becoming common.
Ted's mother, Polly, had lost most of the sight in both
eyes. Due to laser technology, she is now able to see.
Laser discs and laser VCR's, advancements in medical
treatments, and a whole host of other changes are eminentwith the phenomenal advancements in technology.
Financial budget cuts are everywhere. Education has
seen a cut in funding, changes in school boundaries is

Ted ice fished with Uncle Watt (Walter Sydney
Watson) in the winter. Uncle Watt lived with us for about

a year and a half, as the doctor was concerned about
him. Ted also worked forJohnson Bros. farms of Lundar. He also worked in heavy construction in the oil fields

of Alberta for a number of years. I remained at home to
assist on the farm and raise our family.
750

currently proposed, dental care to school children has
been eliminated; with talks of cuts in health care, pen-

ing, yearbook, and likes computers. Pam is injunior high

and participates in 4-H, curling, and piano.
Surrounded by the warmth of family and friends we
are truly blessed. We live in a country rich in beauty,
culture and diversity, and have much to be thankful for,
no matter where our lives take us in later years, Eriks-

sions and other services.

While all of these advancements await on the horizon, I can't help but remember the many simple things
we derive such pleasure from. Our children have been
our greatest gift, of whom
we are very proud. They

dale will always be Home.

Lister Watson

have provided us with a

variety of

Lister Fleming was born August 13, 1914 in Scotch Bay.
He was the 10th child; ninth son born to Edmund and
Alice Watson. Lister married Lily Seymour in Eriksdale,

pleasures,

amusements, challenges,
and wonderment. We love

probably around 1935.
They farmed in Clydebank until a¡ound 1938.Jerry
Saunders farms his farm now. They moved to Thunder
Bay, ON. For awhile he looked after a curling rink. He
also raised pigs for some time.
Lister and Lily had five children: David, Maisey,
Lorna,Jimmy and Ronnie.
Lister has been living in Dorion, ON.

them dearly. We can only
wonder how their lives will
change.

Our children have all
been involved in the Eriks-

dale 4-H Clovers Club.
They have also been active
in a variety of sports, mu-

sic, and other activities,
while attending Eriksdale

currently
on the Co-op Board of DiCollegiate. Ted is

Patrícía & Bryce
Watson

rectors and helps on the
Museum Board. I have been involved in 4-H as a project
leader since 1985, as a business leader, as well as on district council. In 1995, the Lakeshore School Division
accepted 4-H involvement as a high school credit. I am
also active in the EESG (Eriksdale Education Support
Group), and continue to have an interest in our local
school. I was president of Eriksdale Nursery School during our children's attendance. We have also tried to help
maintain the Scotch Bay cemetery. I'm also involved with
the museum grants liaison, helped with the history book,
and we both assist with many community activities, as
well. We also enjoy a variety of personal interests.
Darryl graduated onJune 25, 1993. He has been employed in the residential and auto glass, and farming industries. Patricia graduatedJune24,l99S and works for
the Shop Easy store. She was the 1994-95 Carnival
Queen, Patricia had a son, (Rannen) Bryce on M'ay 2,
1995 at the same hospital with the same doctor as when
she was born. This little charmer is our first grandchild
and a real source of joy. Cheryl is in high school and
involved in most sports; school activities, plus partici
pating in a health care volunteer program in 4-H (1994 1995).Jason is in high school and is active in 4-H, curl-

WEATHERBURN
William & Elizabeth
William Weatherburn was born on February 18,

1881

in

Coldingham (Berwick-Uponilweed) Berwickshire, Scot-

land. His parents, William a ploughman and Mary
(Murray), were married onJuly 26,1879. Mary died in
about 1909 and William in 1942. They are both buried
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in England.
William (Bin) had an older brother,John, and younger
siblings; sisters, Nell and Bet, and a younger brother,
David. He began working out at about 14 and became a
butcher by trade. In 1903 William (BiU) immi$ated to
Canada and worked in Miami, MB for a farmer. Here,

he met George and Albert Havard, who later
homesteaded in the Clydebank area.

He came by train as far as Oak Point and walked the
rest of the way to find the Havard brothers. Bill bought
land in the Clydebank area and worked the land with a
team of oxen. This was in about 1905. He returned to
England in 1906 returning to his homestead later. He
was granted his homestead, NE-5-22-6W (160 acres) on

April27,

1909.

Elizabeth (Iza) Kennedy, born April S, 1890 in Glasgow, Scotland toJames Kennedy and SarahJane Taggart
who were married onJune 8, 1877. Her mother died in
1892. Iza came to Canada, leaving Glasgow May 20, 1907
with her father and sister Annie. Also, aboard ship was
her AuntyJane (Kennedy) Stirling and her seven daughters and one son. They all settled in Miami, MB. Later
Iza, Annie and their father joined their brother, Robert,
on the Kennedy homestead in Clydebank. The property is now owned by Alex Flinta and the building site

Jim, Elsie, lza & May Weatherburn
Their family worked very hard on the farm. Hay had
to be pitched by hand to make stacks and all the water
was pumped by hand for the livestock and household
purposes. Each farmer had to work a certain number of
hours maintaining the roads using his horses and a bucket
to scrape and shovel the dirt. Later, when a grader was
available they used the farmers'horses to pull the grader.
This was a way in which one helped to pay their taxes.
(This system was known as sta.tute labour).

byJohn Gaudette.
James passed away in 1923 and is buried at the
Bay United Church in the RM of Coldwell.

Lily

Threshing time on the fa¡ms was a big job. It usually
was a three day affair, with neighbors helping each other.
The women worked extra hard making big meals, hauling lunches morning and afternoon out to the men, milking the cows and having supper ready when darkness

Iza worked in Winnipeg for a few years. On Novem-

ber 22,

William Weatherburn and Elizabeth
Kennedy were married in Winnipeg. They farmed in
1917

the Clydebank district. On November 2, L920 Bill and
Iza were the proud parents of twins, May Bernice and
James William, born in Brandon, MB. When the twins
were six weeks old the Weatherburns with others sailed
byboat to New Zealand and Australia. The men worked
on the ships at all these ports including the Fiji Islands.
Upon their rehrrn to the BC west coast they worked there
for awhile and eventually returned to their homesteads
in Eriksdale sometime beforeJanuary 1,1922.
Before 1924 the Weatherburns moved to a shanty on
L-22:/W, the present farm of Mary and Edwin Ryden.
Here Blsie Annie was born onJuly 18, 1924. In 1929
they built ¿ùn new home. Andy Beckman was the carpenter and Bill helped all he could. While up on the two
story roof shingling, Bill felt a tap on his shoulder and
turned to see a four year old Elsie proudly saying, "Hello

stopped the work.

Life in Clydebank was good for the most part with
plenty of dances and social evenings held in the school
house. Bill was master of cermonies of the Christmas
concerts for many years. Picnics were held in the summer with baseball and football games. In the earlier years
Bill would walk to Scotch Bay to play football.
Bill was a member of the first municipal council
formed in 1918 and was secretary treasurer of Clydebank school board from 1924-194L.
Church services were held in the school every second Sunday. Iza belonged to the Clydebank Ladies Aid
all the years she lived there. Meetings were held every
two weeks in the members' homes. It cost ten cents a
meeting to attend and sometimes it was very hard for
Iza to find a dime in the house. Iza was noted for her

Papat'.
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baking powder biscuits and her Scotch scones. Later, she

joined the Ladies Legion in Eriksdale.
The Weatherburn children were involved in hockey
on homemade rinks, baseball and dancing which was a
great favorite outing. lza and Bill had lots of friends and

the family home was always busy on Sundays with big
suppers and card games with the Kennedys, Whitesides,
Havards, and the Robert Ross'.

ln

1942 May married Tom Seymour and they had

five children.

Matthew and May Lee)
In 1945, Jim married Ann Lyons whom he met in
Scotland while serving overseas. (See Ann Zasitko).
Also, in 1945, Blsie married Nicholas Boss. (See
(See

Nickolas and Elsie Boss).
In 1953,Jim was tragically killed in a farm accident.
The family and district was grief stricken.
ln 1957 Bill and Iza moved their house into Eriksdale. Bill gave up driving at the age of 76, sold his car
and bought their first television. They enjoyed living in
town, their grandchildren and later, great-grandchildren.
Bill took great pleasure in watching his grandsons play
hockey, never missing a game at the nearby arena in
Eriksdale.
In 1964lza's health failed and in May 1966 she was
hospitalized. She passed away October 20,1966 at74.
Bill lived in their home until 1974 when he had to get
his leg amputated. On May 22,1974 he passed on at 93.
Both Bill andlza are buried in the Eriksdale Cemetery
next to their son,Jim.

lmelda, Robert, Brett, Adam, Dolores, Julíette;
Shawn, Joel (ínset Nicholas)
Carriere remained living with us until 1967 when he also
died from cancer,

In

1966 Nicholas' mother Ella Wedensky, came from

Saskatchwan to live with the family. Ella died

in

1982

from

a heart attack.
Robert was seven years old andJuliette was one year
old when we moved to Briksdale. Robert finished his
grade 12 in Eriksdale and then went working up north
on construction for a few years. Later he went to Lynn
Lake to work with CNR, then went to work in Winnipeg. He is now married to Dolores (Mielleur) and has
four boys: Adam,Joel, Shawn and Brett.
Juliette took all her schooling in Briksdale. As soon as
she graduated school she started working in the Eriksdale Credit Union Limited and is presently still there.
She lives at home with her mother.
Nicholas died in April 1983 from a heart attack, the
night before his open heart surgery. He is greatly missed
by family and friends.
Nicholas and Imelda were both very involved in the
Catholic Church. Nicholas was the one who would start
the singing, find the readers, etc. Imelda would get the

WEDENSKY FAMILY
Nicholas was born in Tula, Russia in 1923. He and his
mother came to Canada when he was six months old.
He went to San Clara in 1949 to teach. There he met
Imelda Carriere who was born in San Clara, MB in 1934.
They were married in 1952 n San Clara where they lived
and had two children: Robert, born in 1953, andJuliette,

born in 1959, both in Roblin, MB.
Our family moved to Eriksdale in September 1960.
There were Nicholas, Imelda, Robert, Juliette, also
Imelda's parents, Flora and Georges Carriere.
The reason for moving to Eriksdale was Nicholas was
coming as a French teacher. He taught French along with

many other subjects. He taught for 23 years in Eriksdale, but also taught in Lundar for three or four years in
the one school - two campus system.
Flora Carriere died in 1961 from cancer. Georges

women helping her in having teas and bake sales, bazaars, suppers, yard sales, etc. Juliette and Robert got
more involved as they got older.
We all enjoyed working together as a famiþ doing
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yard work, making ornaments out of wood as Christmas

decorations as well as ornaments out in the yard. Now
Imelda andJuliette do a lot of handicrafts.

WASILEWSKI
Bohdan & Helena
Dr. and Mrs. Bohdan Wasilewski came to Eriksdale in
1983. He has been assigned to the Lakeshore School
Division as a psychologist for the Child Care and Development Branch of the Department of Education.
Both were born in Poland. Although they followed
the same route during the WWII: deportees - Siberia;
Polish Army, Middle East; Polish Atr Force, England (he
a pilot, she an aircraft mechanic); they met for the first
time after the war, and ... six months later (1946) were

WHITESIDE

William & Agnes

married.

In 1948,

Bohdan and Helena emigrated from Eng-

land to Canada. For the next three years, he worked

My parents emigrated to Canada in 1909 from Glasgow,
Scotland. After spending about one year in Q¡rebec they
moved to Winnipeg where my father was employed as a
city policeman.
He enlisted into the Army in March of 1916. He saw
service in Canada, Britain and France in WWI. His rank
on retirement was Staff Sergeant in the 107th Battalion.
He received the British War Medal and Victory Medal.
On returning to Canada in the 1920's he and my
mother decided to go farming under the Soldiers Settlement Plan. They farmed on the old Frank Lamb farm in
the Clydebank district. About 1926 they returned to
Winnipeg where my father was employed by the post

as a

laborer (farm hand, logger, construction worker, taxi
driver) while she worked at home raising their five children.

InJuly

1951, Bohdan went to the

University of Mani-

toba, and while taking a science prograrn, he completed

the COTC training and was commissioned. He then
joined the Canadian Army (Regular) and served as a
parachute instructor at the CanadianJoint Air Tiaining
Centre, Rivers, MB; platoon and company commander
with the Second Battalion Canadian Guards, Petawawa,
ON and Soert, Germany; General Staff Officer at the
HQManitoba area and the HQUnited Nations Force
in Cyprus; and Resident Staff Offìcer for the BC Universities. He took earþ retirement in 1970.
In the next four years he completed graduate work
(MA at the University of British Columbia and PhD at
the University of Victoria) and then was appointed an
Assistant Professor in the Department of Educational

office.

During the time that they spent on the farm they made
many long lasting friends. Both being musical, they attended and took part in the many social gatherings.
Upon retirement they once again returned to the
Eriksdale Municipality. On the occasion of their 50th
Wedding Anniversary the Cþdebank Ladiæ Clubhonored
them at a lovely social held at the Clydebank School.
My dad past away April 2, 1957 and my mother passed
away August 11, 1964. They were good and loving parents and are sadly missed by their children and grand-

Psychology at the University of Toronto, where he taught

for six years.

In

1981 Bohdan accepted an appointment as a psy-

chologist with the Maniotba Department of Education;
and served two years in the Hanover School Division,
before coming to the Lakeshore School Division.
Bohdan and Helena lived in Eriksdale six years. In
1990 Bohdan retired and they moved to Onta¡io to raise

children.
They had four surviving children:
William (Bill) married Mary Cherinak from Gimli and
had four children.
Agnes ma¡ried George Gougean and had two daugh-

Arabian horses.

ters.
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owner in Eriksdale for 28 years. They had four children:

Jean married Hjalmar Brandstrom and had eight children
Mae married Arne Brandstrom and had two sons and

Larry, Cheryl, Wayne and Debbie.
Roy was disabled early in life by an accidental head
injury. He suffered seizures. He lives in Brandon.
Harry married Amy Grimmet who came to Canada
as a war bride. They had three children; Carol, Susan
and Wendy. Harry worked as a bus driver for the City of

two daughters.

WHITNEY FAMILY

Winnipeg.

Larry & Margaret Whitney
John Lawrence (Larry) Whitney was born in 1915 on the
family homestead (NW 6-22-4W, RM of Briksdale). He
attended school in Eriksdale. During the 1930's, he
worked a variety ofjobs - hospitaljanitor, grocery clerk,
grease monkey, and truck driver. In WW II, he volunteered to serve with the air force and flew two tours (45
flights) as anavigator/bomb aimer. He received the DFC

in 1945.
Margaret Forsyth was born in Eriksdale in 1921. She
attended school there. As a teenager in the 1930's, she
took on the responsibilities of a busy household when
her own mother became ill. She worked two years in

The Elisabeth & Sedate Whítney Family

Sedate & Elisabeth Wh¡tney

Winnipeg for Eaton's, Woolworth's and McFayden
Seeds. In March 1942 she married Larry. For a honeymoon she travelled with him by train to Halifax and
stayed until he shipped out to England. Although they

Sedate (Sid) was born in Iowa. He worked in the Ogilvie's

Mill

in Winnipeg at a time when bran was so cheap

it

was used to fire the boilers. He caught the farming bug

in

1911 and bought a quarter seclion of land east of Eriks-

had been warned there was no place to stay, they found
a basement suite where the landlady saved on electricity

dale for $10.
Elisabeth Havercostwas born in Dakotain 1890. Her
mother Kristin Sveinsdottir had come from Iceland in
L876 at the age of 13. Kristin spent her first Canadian
winter living in a tent near Selkirk. The second winter
was spent at Mikley (Hecla Island) where her father died
of smallpox. The remaining family spent three years at
New Iceland (Riverton area) before moving to Dakota.
In 1889, Kristin marriedJohn Wesley Havercost. He had
been born

in Butte, Montana and tamed horses for

by turning the lights out on Margaret during the day.
In 1945 the Whitney's bought the home and business
of Mr. J.H. Willetts, who had decided to retire. They
operated a general store on Railway Avenue for 28 years.
A new store succeeded the original building in 1958'
ln 1974 the Whitneys retired from storekeeping and
moved on to other endeavors. Margaret was active with
4-H and the United Church. Larry taught storekeeping
for Indian Affairs and volunteered for many organizations including the Credit Union and the New Horizons

a

living.
Sedate and Elisabeth married in Dakota in 1903. They

had eight children, six of whom survived to adulthood:
Wesley married Thelma Wilson. They had two children, Guy and Lorraine. Wes worked in construction

Club. They also made time to visit their four children

throughout his life.

He manages a K-Mart store. He has two children from a
first marriage,Jeff (married to Blizabeth) and Cheryl who

and grandchildren.

Larry and Shirley (Green) Whitney live in Surrey, BC.

Florence married Robert Singer. They had one daugh-

live in Thunder Bay, ON.
Cheryl and Michael Poirier live in Calgary, AB with
their two sons, Kyle and Matthew Cheryl earned a Bachelor of Education degree from the University of Mani-

ter, Roberta. Florence lives in Winnipeg and is going
strong at 86.
James married Hattie Miller. They had two children,
Jessie andJimmy.

toba, She teaches elementary school in Calgary.

Lawrence married Margaret Forsyth. He was a store
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his brother Charles had a contracting business there.
He worked for a few months on construction for CPR
as

nea¡ Kenora.In the spring of 1907 he decided to take up
a homestead in the Manitoba Interlake, and settled on

NE 20-21-5W. My mother was born in Manchester, England anrJ came to Canacla to stay with her sister-in-law
and her three young nephews while my Uncle Tom was
working in Winnipeg. Uncle Tom's homestead was next
to my dad's. My mom and dad were married the follow-

ingyear,1913.
Daddy served overseas at Lens, Arras and Paschendale
with the 16th Canadian Scottish under Colonel Peck,

SOth Anniveßary
Christopher, Wayne, Ben, Larry Jr., Jeff; Carol,
Kyle, Debbie, Shirley,Elízabeth, Cheryl, Cheryl,
Míchael; Marg & Larry Whitney, Matthew

returning home in the spring of 1919. On returning
Daddy started a bakery in the town of Eriksdale. In 1920
my brotherJim was born, a very good and happy baby.
ln L922,I, Kay, arrived to complete the family. In 1932
my grandmother came to live with us and stayed with us
until she died in 1942, My dad changed the store from a
bakery to a confectionery and lunch room and later to a

Wayne and Carol (Lynch) Whitney live in Ottawa,
ON. They have one son, Christopher. Wayne earned a
Master's degree in Economics from the University of
Western Ontario and works for Bell Canada.
Debbie Whitney and Ben Parker live in Winnipeg.
She earned a doctoral degree in Psychology from University of Saskatchewan and works in private practice.

Red and White Store. When they closed the lunch room,

we moved back to the house on the corner of what is
now the corner of Hwys 6 and 68, where we lived while
we were growing up.

Jim and I went to school in Eriksdale. In l940Jim
joined the Cameron Highlanders and later transferred
to the Air Force. In 1941 I went to St. Boniface to train as
a nurse.

Dad had the Red and White Store until after the war
and sold it to Larry Whitney in the fall of 1945. Daddy
was secretary of the Red Cross for many years and also
for the Bible Society. He was active in the church, in
Sunday school, choir, and as a Boy Scout leader.
Mom looked after her home and family - a real home
body. Her home was always clean and polished. She
polished everything with Johnson's Paste Wax, even
books. She was also a member of the Anglican Woman's
Auxiliary and the Guild.

They moved to Vancouver in 1945, where brother
Jim and Daddy had Willetts Grocery in Upper Lynn,
North Vancouver Daddy retired in Vancouver and died
there in 1954. Mom returned to Eriksdale in 1965 and
lived in her own home near the school until moving into
the Ìiiendly Villa in 1972. She died in the BMC Memorial Hospital in 1975. We are proud of their contribution

WILLETTS
James & Julia

to the pioneer days of the community.

My father was born in Gloucestershire, England in 1886,
and came to Canada in 1906. He came to Selkirk, MB,
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took place during the school year. In summer before
school closed there was a Field Day, with all the schools
in the municipality competing. In the winter the Christmas Concert was the big event. The teachers worked
very hard preparing reluctant little boys and girls for the
big night at the Orange Hall. The giant Christmas tree

WILLETTS
Jim & Ollie
I,Jim, was born in Eriksdale March 1920 at home, the
same home in which I am presently living. Eriksdale was

an exciting, interesting place for a boy to grow up.
We lived downtown, where all the action was; farm-

reached to the ceiling.

When I was in high school, Mr. Thom organized a
hockey team, which competed against Lundar. tansportation was by train. Very few of us travelled by train
before. We left Eriksdale at seven thirty in the morning;

ers driving their horses to do their shopping and other
business. Passenger trains and freight trains passed
through town. Almost every night we would have a rock
train thunder down the track.
Ward's Garage was nearby. It later became W.A.B.
Smith's Garage.

we played our game at one o'clock and arrived home at
five thirty in the evening. It was an exciting time for us.

School ye¿ìrs came to an end. A variety of jobs followed, many involved trucks and many involved a pick
and shovel. This was the time of the Great Depression
and jobs were scarce and money was in short supply. I
got twenty-five cents an hour for shovelling gravel for
the septic tank at the hospital, which had been built in
t926.

InJune 1940 I joined the army. The Queens Own
Cameron Highlanders. In 1941 I transferred to the Air
Force and spent the next four years on radar stations on
the east coast of Canada and Newfoundland, which at
that time was a foreign country.

In spring

Ward's Garage was a favorite hang-out of mine, until

left for British Columbia, where my dad and I purchased
a store in Lynn Valley. I returned to Manitoba. Ollie and

I began using colorful language that I'd picked up there.
My mother not impressed, decided if I was able to learn

I

I

met
Olavia (Ollie) Olafson from Lundar. Upon receiving my
discharge in August L945 I returned to Eriksdale and
got ajob on a Manitoba government survey crew. Ollie
and I became engaged the following spring. In May I

The Willetts Family
Jim, Bryon Dyck, Ricky, Robert, Randy, Keith;
Ollie, Leanne Dyck, Val, Darlene, Trín, Kyle

those words

1945 while home on leave

I were married in September

could learn better things. So at the age of

1946.

Our return to British Columbia was a wonderful trip.
We took the CPR through the most scenic and breath-

five, I was off to school.
When I began my education Eriksdale's school consisted of two elementary rooms, grades one to eight, and
a high school in another part of town with grades nine,
ten and eleven.

taking route.
In 1947 we returned to Manitoba. I had a variety of
jobs until the beginning of 1950, when I became postmaster.

My teachers were all dedicated people who worked
very hard to give me an education. Mrs. Edith Palmer,
who later became Mrs. Bill Goodridge, was my first
teacher and Mr. Archie Thom the last. They and all those
between were devoted to their jobs and I owe them a

Lorna Anderson, my assistant, and I worked well to-

I retired inJuly 1981.
A first class letter went for four cents and Christmas
cards, unsealed, were two cents. We sold a lot of two

gether until

cent stamps!

debt of gratitude.
Equipment and teaching aids were not readily available at the time so improvisation and inspiration were
the tools they used. There were two major events that

At this time mail order shopping was the order of the
day, with Eaton's of Winnipeg and Simpson's of Regina
being the giants of the mail order.
That first Christmas we received sixty-five bags of

/5/

After finishing her stint in Katimavik, she entered the
child care field graduating from the University of Winnipeg, where she specialized in Children With Special
Needs.ln August 1992, she and Byron Dyck were married. Byron is an Architectural Engineering Technician.
They live in Burnaby, BC.
Ollie and I continue to live at the junction of Highways 6 and 68. We have no regrets at leaving beautiful
British Columbia and making our home in the Manitoba Interlake, where we have enjoyed participating in
community activities.

parcels off the train one night. We had quite a time find-

ing room for all the mail.
The main source of revenue was stamps and money
orders, but the Post Office offered other services as well:
there was a Savings Bank, we sold radio licences and
unemployment stamps.

InJune 1949, our first son was born, RichardJames
(Rick). In March 1952 Randy Arthur arrived and in December 1955 we welcomed William Keith and then our
daughter Leanne Olivia, in November 1962.
In 1970 Ollie joined the work force, outside the home
and was on the staff of the E.M. Crowe Memorial Hospital for fifteen years.
Rick and Valerie Harley, daughter ofJim and Alice
Harley, were ma¡ried in November 1973. They live at
Eriksdale with their two children; RobertJames, twenty-

WILLIMENT
Frank & Stella
Frank Emmanuel Williment was born December 9, 1919,

two and Darlene Alisson, eighteen. Robert attended Red
River Community College and Darlene graduated from
Eriksdale Collegiate inJune 1995.
Rick is with Manitoba Hydro, as an operator driver,
while Valerie works in the baking department of the lo-

the fifth child of nine born to Emmanuel and Emma
(Hunt) Williment of Miami MB. Longevity seems to run
in this family as Emmanuel lived to the age of 96 years
and Emma passed away just after her 101st birthday.
Frank was raised and received his schooling in the
Opawaka district near Miami. As a young man, after
several jobs, he settled on a quarter section in the same
district. Here onJune LL,1944, he married Stella Ma¡ie
LaFreniere (bornJanuary 13, 1923), eldest daughter of
Thomas and Yvonne LaFreniere of Somerset, MB. It
was here that their three children were born: Bileen
Frances (October 6, 1945), BarryWayne (April L4,L947),

cal Shop Easy store.
Randy lives and works in Winnipeg. He has been with

Manitoba Hydro for twenty-three years. At the Present
time he is working as a system administrator.
In May 1992 Keith and tinity Sweetland, daughter
of Raymond and Andrea Sweetland and granddaughter
ofJim and Alice Harley of Eriksdale, were married. Their

in 1985 attends Montrose School and is a
very avid hockey and soccer player. Thin has worked for
son Kyle, born

and Robert Frank (July 6, 1949).

In

the City of Winnipeg as a Pension Calculation Clerk since
her graduation in 1982. Keith works as a driver salesman for Canadian Liquid Air and travels all over southern Manitoba.
After completing high school in Eriksdale, Leanne
joined l{atimaailc - Innuit for - The Meeting Place. A government program designed for young people under the
age of 21. The idea was for young people to get to know

1953 the family chose

to diversify their farming

and moved to the Mulvihill district, settling on a section
of land one half mile west of the junction of Highways

#6 and #68 west. They farmed there until their home
in 19.56. With the help and support of the Mulvihill and Miami communities, they resettled in a home in Mulvihill. As the floods of 19531955 had caused many farming problems, itwas decided
to not continue in farming.
After exploring several areas of employment, Frank
settled on home building. Williment Building Construction was formed in the early 1960's and grew to become

was consumed by fire

their country and the people. They worked for their
boa¡d and $1 a day. The work was physical and if you
stayed with the course and completed nine months you

received a $1000 honora¡ium.
Leanne worked in northern Newfoundland clearing
bush for a park site, in Brantford she worked in a home
for handicapped people and in Q¡rebec worked on an
Indian reservation. It was a very interesting experience.
She was pleased to have worked in the same area in

one of the most respected construction companies in the
Interlake. Although Frank is now retired and the com-

pany dissolved there are at least 150 fìne buildings that
stand as examples of his work from Grand Rapids to Ile
de Chenes, MB. In Eriksdale alone there are 16 homes
and eight commercial buildings.

Newfoundland where I had been 40 years before.
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Four Generatíons:
Frank & Stella Williment, Eíleen & Bíll Davidson,
Emmanuel & Emma Williment; Dianna Davidson
Years School.

Barry received his education in Mulvihill and Eriks-

Stella spent all her adult life as a homemaker. She
was well known for her singing and concern for shutins. Stella passed awayJanuary 16, 1988 after several
years of poor health.
Eileen received her schooling in Mulvihill and Eriksdale. After graduation she moved to Winnipeg where

dale. He went on to take Civil Engineering at the Royal
Roads Military College in Victoria, BC. He was there
about one and one-half years when he died very suddenly of leukemia on December 8, 1966.
Robert also attended Mulvihill and Eriksdale schools.
He married Lenore Burdett on October 27, 1967. They
had three sons: Robert Frank (March 15,1967), Ronald
Lorne (April21, 1968) andJoseph Frank (May 26,1974).
Ronald passed away soon after birth. Robert and Lenore

William (Bill) Davidson on May

purchased the West Hawk Inn in West Hawk Lake in

Stella, Barry, Robert, Eíleen & Frank Wílliment

she married Norman

22,1965. Their children, born in Winnipeg are: Dianna
Dawn (October 1, 1966) and Daniel Dean (October 6,
1968). Eileen and Bill adopted David Charles (born
March 26, 1987) on October 4, 1993, At this time Eileen
and Bill farm on Bill's family farm west of Ashern.
After graduating from Ashern Central, Dianna moved

r995.

ice for nine years. She has recentlymoved to the Caymen

RobertJr. (Bobby) attended Eriksdale and Ashern
schools. At the graduation exercises in Ashern he was
awarded a medal for the highest marks in Power Mechanics. He then moved to Norway House, MB where
he apprenticed as a mechanic. He has recently received
his journeyman's papers. While in Norway House he
married Rosemary (Gutnecht) on July 22, 1989. They
have one son, Dylan Barry Robert (February 16, 1993).

Islands.

In

to Winnipeg and works at Great West Life as a Senior
Representative, Client Service in Group Sales and Serv-

1994 they returned to Ashern when Rosemary trans-

ferred to the new Northern Store and Bobby accepted a
position as a mechanic with Kerbrat Brothers.
Joseph (Joey) was well known for his hockey talents
in the Eriksdale and Whitemouth areas. He graduated
from Whitemouth Collegiate and went on to university
in North Dakota for one year. At present he is attending
the University of Manitoba.
Although most children can't believe we survived

Upon completing high school, Daniel entered the air
force and attended Royal Roads Military College in Vic-

toria, BC and the Royal Military College in Kingston,
ON. where he received an honors degree in Mechanical
Engineering. Daniel now lives in MooseJaw, SKwhere
he serves as Deputy Chief Standards Officer and an Air
Demonstrations pilot.
David Cha¡les is attending grade three atAshern Early
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without television, we did. Many pleasant evenings were
spent around the radio (in the dark was best) listening to
the radio plays. If there were no plays (usually intemrpted
by hockey) our mother would sing to us. She will always
be remembered for her beautiful voice and large repertoire of old songs.
Some of our favorite memories of childhood were the
Sunday swims at Chief's Point. Nor can we forget the
boys'numerous playhouses, towers, and forts they built
and only occasionally allowed their sister into. It seems
no wonder that at a |oung age Dad started taking the
two boys along on his construction jobs. As with most
youngsters, our worst times centered around carrying in
wood and water. Typically we spent far more time argu-

ing and making deals than we did doing chores. Teen-

Lillie & Joe Lucier

age memories thatwe dare share, mustinclude the dances

held in Mulvihill Hall, Eriksdale Orange Hall and

A daughter Lillie,

l9\2, a

sonJames, in 1916. By this time they had sold their home

Lindell's barn dances. Not to be forgotten either are the
innumerable nights spentvisitingin the booths and pool
hall at Heroux's cafe. If Herouxs ever amassed any fortune it was not due to the few coins spent by the many

and moved closer to the road that is west of Briksdale,
now #4I7.
Their second daughter Helen, was born in 1920. (See
Helen and Wilfred Blue). All three children attended

young people they welcomed daily.

Hartfield School.
Lillie ma¡ried Otto Berg in April

WILSON FAMILY

1931. They had seven

daughters and three sons. Otto passed away at the age
of 70 in 1 958. OnJun e L2,

Walter & Alice Wilson
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l, Lillie marriedJoe Lucier.

Lillie at
83 years young, now resides in the Leisure Lodge in

Joe has since passed away, on August 30, 1995.

Walter Wilson was born in Bngland in 1876, and had his
schooling in Lancaster. He joined the Navy at a very
young age, and was aboard ship for one year. He then
joined the Army (Scotch Guards) and served in Africa
during the Boer War,
Alice Ann was born in London, England in October
1883. She worked as a seamstress, finishing gowns in a
dress factory.

Eriksdale.

James & Maude Wilson
James served with the Lord Strathcona Horse Regiment,
WWII, 1940-1945. After returning from overseas, he

married Maude, daughter ofJoe and Gerhude (Yo"ttg)
Graham. They farmed on the Wilson fa¡m for the next
fortyyears. They had afamily of two daughters and three

Walter and Alice came to Winnipeg, in the early
1900?s.

was born on October 19,

sons.

Walter worked at the Misericordia Hospital, plant-

Carol, born April 11, 1948, has been married and has
a sonJamie Pottinger.
Kenneth, born December 5, 1950, married Linda,
daughter of Duke and Lucille Breland. They have a son
and a daughter. The family all reside around Kenora,

ing trees and doing general yard maintenance. He later
worked on roads going west of Winnipeg, where the
perimeter highwayis today. Alice worked as a cook with
the same road crew. She also had work in a millinery
shop.

oN.

Their first son, Billie, was born in Winnipeg, and

Lany, born December 2, L952, is living in Calgary,
AB, and has a daughter Sandy. Larry is now divorced.
Sharon, born February 28, 1956, married Marvin,
born March 15, 1955, son of Norman and Thora
Thorgilsson of Lundar. They have a daughter Vicki, born

passed away one year ldter.

They came to homestead in the Eriksdale area, and
first settled in the Parkview School district, NE 27-216W. They built a house with an attached barn. They
raised chickens and pigs, had two cows and oxen.
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April2,

1974, and, two sonsJodi, born February 5, L976,

and Michael born September

with the RM of Eriksdale

as

MB.
Donna is married to Walter Neuv Amerongen. They
have four children and live in Whitemouth, MB. Donna
selves near Rennie,

7 ,1977. Marvin is employed
agrader operator. Sharon is

the recreational therapist at the Briksdale Personal Care
Home.

is a nurse's aide at the local hospital.

Gerald is married to Linda Schorer; they have three
girls and live in Saudi Arabia. Gerald works as a computer and analyzet specialist for an oil company.
Karldeen and husband Gordon Lawson have three
children and are living in Revestoke, BC. She remains
at home and does beautiful craft work.
Kathy is married to Ervin Schultz, and they and their
three children live in Mitchel, MB. Kathy keeps busy
with her children.
Lynn and husband Dane Lerouet have four boys and
reside in Surrey, BC. Lynn keeps busy with her home
and family.
Debbie, Steve's oldest daughter, is living in Winnipeg. Debbie has a special friend Paul Labonte.
Brian is married to Yvonne Dagagne; blessed with
two children, and they are living in Landmark, MB. Brian
is a foreman at the Sun Grow peat moss plant.
Bradley and wife Gineete, nee Saindow, have two
children and have recently built their new home across
the road from our place here in Prawda. Brad is a foreman with the Natural Resources Fire Täc crew.
Steve is a director for the Elna and Hadishville community centre board. I was a trustee on the school board
for four years and also, on the community hall board.
We are both very active in other community activities as
well.
Steve and I a¡e now retired, still living on our farm.
We grow a large garden in the summer and have four
acres of raspberries to keep us busy.
We feel we are fortunate that our children are all doing well for themselves and are grateful for our lovely
grandchildren.

Timothy, born November 3, 1959, died from an accident while working at Dominion Lumber in Winnipeg,

in

1982.

James passed away in 1986 at the age of 69 years.
Maude sold her farm and bought a home in Eriksdale in

October 1992.

WINTER/PEARSON/
KIEDYK
My grandparents, Robert andJosephine Linderg, came

from Sweden to Canada in 1926. Their two children,
Fritz and Inga, came with them. They stopped in New
Brunswick for some time, then on to Eriksdale. Inga, their
only daughter, met and marriedJohn Winter. My father,
John, was the youngest son of Blizabeth andJohn Win-

ter. Inga and John had six children: Edith, Edward,
Evelyn, Lila, and twins Lawrence and Lorraine. My father served in the RCAF for five years, then returned to
live in Eriksdale.
I, Edith, worked for Sid Goodridge in the restaurant
of the hotel also forJohn and Ruth Lindell in their butcher

shop. Soon after I met and married Wilfred, son of
Conrad and Wilma Pearson in 1950. We had five children. Wilfred and I had a small farm. Wilfred and his
cousin, Hilding Anderstedt, worked for Simpkins Construction in Winnipeg. My world fell apart when our family lost Wilfred to an untimely excavator accident while
working for Simpkins in 1954.
A few years later I met, then married, Steve Kiedyk.
We have three children and live in Prawda, MB. Steve
worked for the Department of Highways for several
years. We also farmed.

WRUCK FAMILY

Our family are scattered far and wide.
Carol married Sandy Moroz; they have three children
and live in Oak Bluff. Ca¡ol is a secretary for Saans Warehouse. Their oldest daughter is married and living in
Switzerland.
Conrad served with the RCMP for nine years, then
left to join the Winnipeg Police. He is a sergeant and is
an instructor at the Police Academy. He married Ingrid
Jensen; they have identical twin boys. They live in Winnipeg, and they have a log cabin which they built them-

Rudolph & Emma Wruck
My father, Rudolph Wruck, was born in 1902 in
Rosenfelt, MB. When he was an infant his family returned to Germany. Rudolph remained in Germany until
shortly after 1926 at which time he returned to Canada
with his bride, Emma Summerfelt. Emma was born in
1907 in Poland. They settled in nea¡ Saskatoon SK. Here
they farmed and raised their family until 1941.
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L Elma married Harold Pillar from Manitou where
they live.
2. Oscar married Kay Prokop from Vancouver. Oscar is a painter and sand blaster.
3. Walter worked a¡ound Manitoba and then moved
to Vancouver where he met and married Orlen Pries,
4. Bdna ma¡ried Ralph Dodge from D arlingford, M B.
They were married in Manitou. In 1954 they moved to
a quarter section across from Andersons on the Deerhorn
Line and later they moved to where they live now on
Highway Six.
5. Adeline married Cliff La Clair. They travelled the
world in his profession as aJehovah Witness preacher.
6. Herbert, born in 1938 farmed in this area all his
life. (See Herbert and Ursula Wruck).
7. Eric, born in 1940 married Faith Goodridge from
Eriksdale. They have five children and are now living in

Rudolph & Emma Wruck

In

1941 they moved to Manitou, MB. The family trav-

elled by train to Winnipeg. By this time there were eight

children which included twins not quite a year old. The
conductor on the train approached my parents saying
he would very much like to buy the twins. The answer
was no. However, the man was serious, as he met them
at the station platform all dressed in a suit prepared to
buy the twin boys and pay for them on the spot. Again,

Sechelt BC.
8. Bernard ,born in 1940 and a twin to Eric moved to
Vancouver and is now deceased.
9. Leonard was born in Manitou and is a carpenter
by trade. He married Elsie Pries.
10. Gordon, also born in Manitou is married to
Caroline and is living in Vancouver.

they declined.

While the family was living in Manitou, twoJehovah
Witness girls camped in their yard one summer and it
was through them that this former Lutheran family from
Germany became involved with theJehovah Witnesses.

In

Herbert & Ursala Wruck

1954 they moved to Deerhorn area purchasing the

Herbert (Herbie) was born in 1938 in Saskatoon, SK.
He farmed in this area all his life. He was educated in
Manitou, MB. As a young man he worked out a couple
of summers, but as early as sixteen he was farming as a
partner with his father.
ln 1977 he married Ursula Schroder. He met Ursula

Bill Wilson farm and lived there until 1980 at which time
they retired to BC. Rudolph died in 1982 and is buried
in Vancouver BC. Emma, my mother, is eighty-seven
and lives alone in a house trailer near Langley BC.
The children of Rudolph and Emma Wruck:

through her brother Karl, who farmed in the La Fontaine
area. They built a new house on the family farm and
continued to farm.
Ursula was the second child born to Hilda and Karl
Schroder on December 13, 1937 in Germany. Her
mother, Hilda, later married Martin Pederson (See Martin Pederson). Her brother, Karl, her mother and her
other siblings, Heidi and Klaus, all came to Canada in
1954. Ursula came to Canada at the age of nineteen after her mother, Hilda, had settled near Edmonton. Ursula
married Allred l)ohman in 1956. 'I'hey settled near Edmonton and she raised her step-son and four sons of her
own. Her life was not easy on a homestead with no power
or water. In 1974 it became necessary for her to leave
her husband. This separation soon led to a divorce. This
is when she moved to Manitoba.

Harold & Emma (holdíng Díane) Pillar, Walter;
Gordon Pillar, Edna Doge, Adeline La Clair, Emma
(holding Gordon) & Rudolph Wruck, Oscar Wruck;
Eric, Leonard, Bernard, Herbert
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then we moved back homein 1981, where we still live on
a farm west of town.
Our children:
Debbie and Lyle Flatt and their two children; Karmyn
and Dalyn,live in Gulon, MB.
Ron and wife Cathy and their three children;Lorelei,
Cjae and Stanley, also live in Teulon.
Patti, our youngest, lives in Winnipeg.
Stan now works as maintenance, at the E.M. Crowe
Hospital and raises sheep and donkeys as ahobby. Making quilts has become my full time occupation.

ZASITKO
Anne
I, Anne Lyons, was born I92L,to Blizabeth and Edward
Lyons in Glasgow, Scotland. I have a sisterJoyce now
Mrs. Adam Kolach of Arborg, MB (See Adam Kolach).
We lost our dad in 1935, so Mother was left to raise two
girls on her own.Joyce was just a baby and I was thir-

Herbert, Ursula & Míchael Wruck (1991)

teen years old.

Ursula expanded her interests and gardening talents
over the years and now has a twenty by forty foot greenhouse and grows bedding plants for sale and keeps a
large vegetable garden as well. She is a member of the
Lundar Horticultural Society. Friends and family will tell
you she works hard and always is busy with something.
In 1984 they adopted a four month old baby boy,
Michael (Mikie)Grant. He was born on May 5, 1984. He
has brought great joy and happiness into their lives.
Herbertis still abeef cattle farmer, however, due to health
problems he has recently been forced to reduce the size
of his herd while he is recuperating. Herbert and Ursula
have enjoyed their time together with each other and
Mikie and look forward to many more years of the same.

Anne & Jim Weatherburn

YANCHISHYN
Stan & Denise

When WWII broke out I joined the army. While in
the army I metJim Weatherburn in 1944. We were both
stationed in Bngland at the time. OnJanuary 27,19451
became a Canadian War Bride (see War Bride) when
Jim and I where married in Glasgow, Scotland.Jim re-

Stan and Denise Yanchishyn moved to Eriksdale from
Winnipeg in 1968. Stan was employed by Weston's Bakeries at that time.
Stan is the third of six children born to Olga andJack
Yanchishyn of Gilbert Plains, MB. Denise is the fifth of
ten children born to Elise and Louis Saindon of Richer,
MB.In 19T6wemoved to GilbefiPlainsto operate ahotel

tumed home from Britain to Eriksdale in December 1945.
I didn't come untilJuly 1946. It was a very happy reunion. I met my new family, Mom and Dad Weatherburn
and two sisters, May,Jim's twin, and Elsie. I was very
pleased to hear that my new mother-in-law had been
born in Scotland and my father-in-law was English. This
gave us all something in common. There were however,
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a

lot of things that I didn't have in common. I had for

avid curler and fan of curling.
Sharon is married to Tom Grzenda and they live in
Arborg. They have two sons,James and Darryl Riddoch.
Born in 1970 and 1971.

I saw a white
never noticed the
cold weather, as the wood stove often had the house so
warm I'd have to step outside to cool off.
Two years later my mother and sister came to Canada.
instance never seen a farm. The first time

cow I thought it was a polar bear. I

(See Lyons).

We had eight happy years living in Clydebank area,

farming the Weatherburn farm.Jim milked cows. In 1953
Jim was killed in a bad accident while working the larid.
We had three small children: Larryborn in 1946, Sharon

born in 1947, Janis in 1951, and the fourth, Kim, was
born on August 9, 1953, three months afterJim's death.
The children and I moved to Eriksdale. I had our
house on the farm moved into town. I worked part-time
at the hospital and when they were old enough the chil-

dren delivered the Winnipeg Free Press. I enjoyed sewing and made most of the girls and my own dresses. The
children all attended United Church Sunday School and
I was a UCW member and sang in the choir.
Larry married Marlene Heroux in 1969. They live in
Eriksdale and have three sons; Ronnie (1970), Jamie
(1971) and Mark (1977) . Lany and Marlene developed
and own the trailer court in Briksdale and Larry operates his own excavating and backhoe business. Marlene
has become interested in water painting and Larry is an

Sharon & Tom Grzenda (James & Ðarryl insets)
Janis married Hal Sigurdson from Lundar. They live
in Lundar and have two sons, Darren (1976) and Bryon
(1e81).

Bryan, Darren, Janis & Hall Sigurdson

Kim Wiebe and her youngest son Micheal live in
T)'ndall, MB. Her husbancl Neil Wiebe, and her son,
Ricky, were both killed in a car accident in 1989.
In 1963 I met and married Bill Zasitko from
Poplarfield. Bill got a job as custodian at the school and
I continued to work at the hospital as a nurses aid. In
1964 our son Tommy was born. ln 1974 Bill, Tommy
and I moved to Arborg.
Tommy lives in Fisher Branch, MB. with his wife
Wanda and their three daughters; Candace, Sheena and
Courtney. I finally got some granddaughters.

Anne Zasítko, Leígh, Ron, Marlene.
Mark & Jamie Weatherburn
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Kim & Neil Weíbe ( Ricky & Michael ínset)

Bill & Anne Zasitko

ZASTRE

Andy & Fern
Andy is the second son born to Isreal and Dolores
(Thibert) Zasfte,from Cayer, MB. Andy was born in the
Ste. Rose hospital in 1940. He received his education at
the convent in Ste. Rose. After his school years, he
worked at several different jobs, some in Winnipeg doing cement work, and also at Re-bar Steel.
Fern Freeman is the only daughter of Alex and Blizabeth (Sveistrup) Freeman. She was born in November,
1944, at the home of Dr. Walkin in Ashern. Fern's first
three years of school were by correspondence as the Nar-

Tom & Candace Zasitko wíth Sheena, Wanda &
Courtney ('1989)

rows school was closed. Kay Kernested was her tutor.
After the third grade, Fern, along with her two brothers,
Charles and Asi attended Darwin School. Their mother

We lived there until I lost Bill in 1988. I then decided
to move back to Eriksdale.
I can honestly say that I had two good husbands. It is
not everyone who can say that. Although I had tragedy
I was very lucky to be blessed with them both.

drove them there and back each day. They later attended

high school in Ashern.
Alex and Beta as she was well known, owned and
operated a snack bar at The Narrows. Fern spent her
early working days with her parents. Alex also operated
the Narrows ferry for many years, until the present day
bridge was built. Alex and Beta were very well known
in and around Eriksdale. Beta also attended school here,
and boarded with Mrs. GraceJeffers.
Meanwhile, Andy was making frequent stops at the
snack ba¡. It was soon obvious it wasn't only the good
food that kept Andy coming back. Andy and Fern were

I bought a mobile home

and went into the Thailer
Court belonging to my son, Larry,and his wife Marlene.
In 1994, I sold my trailer and moved to the Lindell
Manor.
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Aloma finished high school in Eriksdale. Her first job
after her school days was on board the M. S. Lord Selkirk in the summer, and doing other part-time work in
the winter. In 1994, she entered Red River Community
College to train as a Child Care II Worker. Aloma is the
first Manitoba adult studcnt to rcceive the MairiJohn
McDonald scholarship from the province of NovaScotia.
Fern keeps very busy doing cross stitch pictures for
herself and family and enjoys working in their big garden. Andy assists Raymond and Doreen Duncan with
their farm work. Andy and Fern enjoy their family and
friends.

married on November 3, 1962 in Ashern. The reception
was held in the Dolly Bay hall. This was the last social
event held in that hall. It was later moved to Ashern and
is now the Elks hall.

Alex & Betta, Fern & Andy
They continued to live at The Narrows. Fern helped
at the snack bar and Andy went north to the dew line,

like so many other young men at the time.
Their daughter, Aloma, was born in 1963. In 1964,
they moved to the Eriksdale area, first living on the
former Sam And Maggie Collins fa¡m. In 1967, they
moved to their present location NE 35-21-5W east and
south of town. Andy farmed on a small scale part-time
and mostly worked out on construclion work, with Thor
Sigurdson and Larry Kauppila and also in Winnipeg. In

Aloma, Shauna & Shawn

1968, Shawn was born. Shawn got his education in Eriksdale School. At the age of ten, he began helping out at
Tom andJudy Klement's dairy on weekends and continued doing so until he finished school. Dairy work appealed to Shawn as later he worked for Van Steeland
Dairies near Stonewall. He met and married Shawna
Smiley in 1989. They lived in Stonewall for awhile, later
moving to Edmonton, AB in 1992, again working with
another dairy, Croziers Dairies, south of Edmonton.
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Memories of Yesterday
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Edmund F. & Alice
Watson, first owners
of the Watson Century

George & Kathleen Blue,
second owners of Blue Century Farm

Farm

Elizabeth Lamb & Cy Hoover
Theresa & Robert Kennedy, Mrs Ryden

Ruth & Richard Bobier (1922)
Esther & Will Watson
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Kae, Alice & Axel Landin

Joyce, Lynda, Leonard, & Fran Landin

Ann & Ed McCrady
Elverna, Douglas, Lorraine, Leo
Selma & Helmer Larson

Evelyn, Hazel, Grace & Audrey Landin

Albín Landin

Oscar Landin (1932)

Jim Findlay, Elsie & George Landin; Babs

Percy, Olga & Merlyn Fielder
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Al at shop during Eríksdale's 75th Anniveray
celebrations

Sam Lundale ín the Mulvíhill Trading Store

Harvey, Heather & lan Cook; John, Phyllis &
Edward & George Cook; Agnes, Ryan & Caitlín
Giesbrecht (inset Larry Giesbrecht( (1995)

Dave Surgenor

lza Weatherburn

Men at Work

Fashions from
Yesterday

Eddy Líndell

Anne Lyons
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Kenneth & Tom Seymour

tf
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Havard Family out for a cutter ríde

Strawberry pickers
Kris Hallson, Bíll Smith & Gytha Hallson

John Sundberg & Eríksdale's 'Blue Ox'

Martin & Pat Racícot with Michelle, Ríchard
& Rachel (1994)

Ashley, Erin & Tara Guinn
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DONATIONS
ln Memory Of
Chris Lauga & Roy Halldorson
Myers family
Ingibjorg McGlyn, Hallur Hallson
Allan Rupert & Alfred Albin Mills
Fred, Lola Mischke & baby daughter
Philip, Edward & Harry (sons of Tom & Lylla Ruffles)
Percy (Tom) & Lylla Ruffles
Edwin Vitalis Lindell
Olafur & Gudrun Hallson
J. H. Knox, Lauretta & Barbara

Lilly Kell
Cyril Alfred Gardner
Allan Forsyth
Jim Weatherburn, Bill Zasitko & Elizabeth Lyons
Ben Gibbings
James & Elizabeth Lawrence & Arthur & Alice Malpas
Pioneers of Clydebank District

by
by
by
by
by

Doris G. Greig
Dorothy Starrett

Gythe Ryckman
Curtis & Beatrice Mills
Mrs. Phyllis Cook & Mrs. Dallys Leduc
by Mrs. Phyllis Cook & Mrs. Dallys Leduc
by Ruth Lindell & family
by Reid & Sherri Lindell & Family

by Mel Braun (daughter)
by Margaret Smith & Family
by Fred Kell
by Dave & Eileen Mclelland
byJim & Kay Forsyth Family
by Anne Zasitko
by Enid Gibbings
by Frank & Essie Malpas
by Clydebank Ladies CLub

Donations
RM of Eriksdale

G.K. Smith & Sons

Eriksdale Legion Auxiliary
Hughson Agencies
Eriksdale New Horizons
Eriksdale Credit Union
Danbee Holsteins
United Church Women
A Rushforth's Custom Carpentry
Eriksdale Nursery School
Alf & Doris Lindsay
Dorothy Starrett
James & Marjorie Bruce
Winifred Everett
Gordon & Myrtle Smith
Hazen & LilJeffers
Olga Surgenor

Royal Canadian Legion

Art & Lucy Lindell
Torgerson Enterprises

Lundar Pharmacy
Eriksdale Freight Lines
Clydebank Ladies Club
E.M. Crowe Hospital Guild
Lindell Electric
Rose Walker
Lily Bennett
Edna E. Casselman

K. Bergstensson
Eeveret & Margaret Sidwall
Bruce Goodridge
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INDEX

Archibald, Douglas & Leah 261
Arnold, Margaret 573
Arskey, Donna 258
Ashby, Margtrite 277
Ashton, Mary Elizabeth 663

A
AAA Monumental 192
Adz 274
Agricultural Societies 148
AGRICULTURB 113
Alarie, Sister Pauline 89
Allen

Auctioneers 200
Avro Anson 550

B
Babkirk

Dora 509
Henry George 698
Kathleen Margaret 698
Back to the lander 348
Baffsky, Dr.John & Filomena 263

Essie 665
James & Bsther 253

Laurie & Elsie 254, 255

Margaret-ann 592
Robert & Georgina 256

Bain,Lavie

May 737
Almond & Son 186
Verna

Ballad of Frog Plain 503
Barbershops, Beauty Salons & Pool Rooms 188

Amos

Barnes, Grace

Jean 536
Robert &Jane 256
Art & Doris 665
596

Bauer, Renate 263

Christel 257
Donna 258
Elisabeth 385
HenryJames (Jim) 257
Ida Wilhelmina Ma¡ie 428
Lorna 243
Margit 596
Reg & Lorna 388
Robert & Signe 519
Sven & Dorothy 256
füry & Annie 453

Baugh

Elizabeth 549
Matthias 264
Bazinet

Helen 264
Isabelle 497
Victor 264
Beauchemin, Ben & Irene 265
Becker, Barbara 260

Beef

Ernst 258
Hilding 258
Yalerie 441
Andre, Sister Therese 89
Andrew, Bliza Bernice 405

Berg

Carl & Selma 268
Herbert C. 171
Bergsteinson, Kristiana 396

Big Al's Sharp Shop 199

Andrews
Fred &Agnes 258

Bill's Confectionery

181

Bishop

192

fued

Applebee
Charles & Barbara 260

Lucy 520
Appleby, Vide

136

Behrendt, Karen Ann 559
Bellon, Louise 417

Anderstedt

H.

Anna 432

Barrow, Eveline 516
Barthow, Olga 563
Bartlett, Dr. G.W. & Dorothy 263
Baseball 217

Anderson

Axil
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272

Kenneth & Shirley 270
Bishop of Eriksdale 91
Bishops Messengers 82
Biy, Paul & Rose 272

261
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Blacksmiths

Gertrude (Gert) 566

192

Henry 296

Blackwell, Sarah Amanda Victoria 316
Blue
Bradley & Heather 282
Florence Kathleen 633

Henry & Pearl 298
Jean 412
Browne, Dora 607

Hugh & Elizabeth 278

Brownies 209
Browning, Charles Sr. & Clara 299

John & Agnes 274

Margarct 542
Peter & Margarite 277
Blue Grass

Inn

Bruce

Alex & Mary 300
Elizabeth (Liz) Anne 313

190

Bobier

Jack

Frederick &

Mary

162

Jack & Annie 302

283

Joanne Elaine 333
John & Louisa 283
Lorna 573
Richard & Linnea 283
Richard & Ruth 283
Bob's Variety 181
Bohme, Alma Clara 731
Bolon, Gwen 99
Bonnett,John & Lorraine 604

Jim

304

Mary 346
Sandy & Lynn 303
Budge, Gail Delores 286

Burdett
Cynthia Gail

471

Dave 476
Burke, Ralph & Barbara 585
Busch, Colleen Susan 612
Bush, Laurie 716

Borradaile

BUSINESS & TRADES

714

Jenny
John 715

171

c

Boss

Donna 682
Edward 476

Cameron, Mary 619
Campbell, Russ & Hertha 306

lla

Camper 46

426

Canadian Legion 27
Canadian National Railway 6

Len & Gail 286
Nicholas & Elsie 284
Nicole Dawn 324
Bottrell, Godfrey 287

Cancilla,Joanne 483
Card, Ruth 303
Carpenter, Wally & Constance 307

Bouvier, Sister Dorothee 90
Boychuk,John & Carole 289
Brandstrom

Carpenters

Arne & Mae 291
Leana 684

Mae 630
Neil & Anna 291
Oscar & Brica 290
Breaking & Seeding Land

197

Carruthers, Allan &Janet 556
Casberg, Pastor 85
Casselman

Russell

173

Mary
Caunt, Harry 309
Russell &

308

Cawley, I|i,Iary 652
Cemetery

121

Breckman, Elaine M. 324
Brewster, Billy 106

Abbeville 24
All Hallows, Tennyson 23

Broadway road 295, 296
Brook, Kenneth & Marcelle 292
Brown

LilyBay 24
Mulvihill 24
Nord 23

Arthur & Annie 293
Donald & Eva 298

old
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24

All Saints 23
St. Cuthberts Anglican LilyBay 24
Central Motors Eriksdale 193
Chambers, Pat 440

New Horizons 206

Scotch Bay

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS 201
Clydebank 46, 285
Coal-Dock 9, 563
Camper 10

Chartrand

Mulvihill 8
Codling, Charlie 110

Julia 535
Patrick 536
Chatfield Cream truck 300

Chickens

Colonization Road 6
Combine Harvesters 128

139

COMMUNITY SERVICES 98
Connor, H.C. & Family 314
Cook, WilliamJ. 316

Chief Son Sonse 48

Chiefs Point 231
Chris Halldorson Insurance 187
Chrisp, Edward Thomas 311
Christiansen, Torb & Olga 311

Coopman,Jo-Anne

Christmas Concert 75
Church
All Hallows Anglican 82
Bethlehem Lutheran 85
Eastland

United

681

Copeland, Addlatt Gertrude 102
Correction Lines 4
Council Meetings 14
Coupland

RobertThomas 318
ThomasJohn Winfred
Court, Pat 399

91

Eriksdale United 94
Evangelical Free 84

317

Cowdery

Dorothy 74I
Robert & Mary

Mulvihill Catholic 87
Pineview United 90
St. Augustines Catholic 87
St. Cuthberts Anglican 295
St. Cuthberts Anglican 80
St. Erik's Roman Catholic 88
St.John's Anglican 78
St.John's Anglican 235
Union 77, 90
United 99
Zion Lutheran 87
Chyron, Marie Augustine 730
Clark
Elizabeth (Lizzie) 355
Nellie 466

Robert

Cream

G.

318

106

134

Cream Cheque 176
Cronley, Thomas & Ina 319
Crozier, Ina Elizabeth 468
Cuikalo, Peter & Mary 319

Curl, William & Isabella 319
Cushnie, Roy & Marjorie 320
Cuthbert, Louisa 309

D
Dairy 134,

135

Dalman, Helga 603
Davies, Grace Robena 576
De Vos, Sandra 652

Clearwater
Bruce & Elizabeth 313

Deerhorn 39
Dental Clinics 101
Derksen, MarilynJune Gertrude 576
Desjarlais, Alex & Therese 321
Desrochers, Laurette 425

Mabel 287
Cleary, Charles & Rhonda 313

Club
4-}{ Calf 214

A-HDairy 214
Boys'and Girls' 211
Clydebank Ladies 207

Desserre, Celeste 441

Devlin, Art &Janet 322
Dick, Rose 272

Eriksdale York Boat 234
Garden 229
Hartfield Ladies & Girls 229

Dickey, Dorothy 692

Dirty Dozen
774

160

DISTRICTS 39
Dog Creek 48

Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Briksdale
Briksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Briksdale
Briksdale

Dog Creek Indian Reserve 273, 303
Dog Town 158, 159
Dominion Land Act 4
Doreen's Picture Framing Shop 200

Dorna, Sara 643
Dowsett

Elsie 380
ErnestJohn 323
Raymond & Elaine 324
Wandis Rae 321
Dreger, Randall & Nicole 324
Drews, Brad & Diana 325
Driscoll, Harold & Christena 325
Drur/, Roberta (Befi) 729
Dugas, Augustine 409

183

Memorial Community Centre 232

Motors 194
Mulvihill Reunions 243
Museum 235

Home 100
Recreation Complex 215
Service Centre 194
Personal Care

Sports Grounds 237

Eyford, Anna 672
Eyolfson, Lauga 393

Raymond & Doreen 327
Dunt, Susannah 631
Durand, Eulalie 639
Durnin, Robert & Queenie 327
Dyck, Muriel 320
Dynamo Lighting Plant 297

F
Fairbairn, Bill & Freida 341

FAITH

77

Family Housing 104
Farm Homes 117
Fences 136

E
Bducation 55
Edwards, Clara 299
Blectricians & Plumbers 198
Blevators 151
Elizabeth M. Crowe Hospital 98, 389

Ferguson

Alice 584
Johnina 584
Ferris

Frank &Jean 342

Engelberg

Rose 503

Laura-Lee 464
Siegfried HansJohannes 332

Festival of the

Arts 230

Fifrh siding 42
Figure Skating 220
Finlay, Mary Ellen 609
Finnbogason, Martha (Metta) 591

Erickson

Phyllis 624
Selena 420
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale
Eriksdale

Hotel

Eriksdale Square Dance club 322
Eriksdale Tiading 189
Eriksdale Trading Co. I79
Eriksdale Transfer 195
Erikson, Per & Barbro 335
Brkson, Erica 290
Evans, Robert & Helen 336
Everett, Frederick Henry 337

Duncarr
Beatrice Carcline 7I7
Bert & Winnie 326

Eriksdale

Curling Club 22I
Equestrian Society 214
Freight Lines 197

11

4-H Clovers 212
4-H Poultry 211

Finnsson,

Linda 728

FireHall

22

Butcher Shop 185
Cemetery 268

Fires 22

Cemetery 23

Fisher, Hazel

Consumers' Co-op I72

Fishing 146
FISHING INDUSTRY
Flinta

Creamery 173
Credit Union Limited

Fish

177

775

Mftrs

154

May

632
153

Alex 345,

Garson, Stuart 187

347

Beverley Anne 584
Bruce & Therese 348

Geese &

Ducks

Gemmell

Helen 462
Mary 347
Rhonda Alexis 313
Stanley & Holly 347
Stefan & Anna 343

Mickey 39
Thomas Kennedy 373
Gentles,Jeanne 343
Ghost Island 164

Gibbings

Ben

Fontaine

175

Thomas & Enid 376
Gilmore, Georgina 256
Gleich, Benjamin & Connie 377
Godfrey

Alfred & Clara 348
Pauline Christine 748

Football 228
Ford
Fred & Clara 349

Charlene 471
Donald & Margaret 378
Goodacre, Gladys 83

Joyce 740
Wallace 656
Wallace & Mary 350
Forsgren,Miriam 444

Goodridge
Bruce & Blsie 246, 380

Sandra

Forslund
Johan & Alice 350

419

WilliamJr. & Edith 380
William Sr. & Anna 379

Ulrika Sofia 351
Forsyth

Goodridge Bassinet 246

Emma 569
John 109, 164
John & Elizabeth 355
Lynn 287
Margaret 755
Foss, Frederick &

Hilda

Goose Island 154

Goransky, Olga 312
Goranson

Ingeborg 384
Jonas & Gunhild 383
Knut & Elisabeth 384
Margaret 669
Martha 384, 538
Sarah 383, 605
Gordon K. Smith & Sons
Gorham 277

364

Foster, Florence 709

foursquare 309
Fourth Siding 6
Freeman

Charlene Marie 458
Charles & Myrtle 366
Fern 765

Gossip Column

Villa 105

Grader 20
Grain
Crops 124
Harvest 125
Hauling 129

Friendly

Gossip Column

Fromity porridge 301

Fuel

122

G
Gamble

Lee

140

Ltd.

179

Kids 380
Kids 30

Grandmont, Ray & Ethel 385
Gray, Agnes 687
Gregerson, Sandra 434
Grehan, Rena 450
Greig
Hannah Devina Agnes (Babe) 696

173

Lee &Jean 369
Garner, Reginald & Bartha 371

Garrity
Beatrice 369

Fred 371, 372

Rose 654

Shirley Ann 271

Grenier, Sister Alexandra 89
776

Grouch, Lily 6a6
Gudmundson

Havercost, Elisabeth 755

Ingi & Esther 388
Leonard & Ellyne 387
Gumbrill
Anna 389
Fred & Bvelyn 389
Harold Frederick 390
Gurney

Health Care 2l

Haying

Heath, Paddy 44I
Heavy Bquipment Construction 198
Hedden, Colleen 422
Helen's Sewing & Such 192
Henderson, Louis & Bernice 405

Henrotte
Bruce & Elaine 406
Marcel & Elsie 407

June Grace }llary 429
Langton & Annie 579

H
Hadath, I|llary 745
Hagyard, Heather Lynn 282
Halen, August 384

Half-breed floats 274
Halldorson
Chris and Lauga 393

Maria(Mary) 308
Hallen, Beda Singhild 435
Hallson
Olafur & Gundrun 394
Patricia Dale 718
Halsband, Ben & Gertrud 396
Hamilton, Agnes 530
Hammar
Erik & Christina 397
Harvey & Pat 398
Linnea 284
Hanna, Dave 108
Hanneson, I|v{,ary

129

7ll

Hanslip

Doris 530
Jim & Agnes 529
John & Mabel 399
Harding, Evelyn 711
Hardisty, Reg 399
Harley
Andrea Lorraine 712
Robert & Ellen 400
Harry Woods Lodge #64 201
Hart, William & Margaret 401
Hatcheries 170
Hausheer, Bertha 371
Havakeen Lunch 200
Havard, George & Annie 403
Haver, Frederick & Mary 405

Herbicides 124
Heroux
Adolph & Tharcille 408
Amos & Elma 410
Charles & Augustine 409
Frank 416
Glen & Sandra 415
Jean 369
Leonard & Mabel 414

Rita 495
Ron &Jean

412

Therese 321
Hetherington, Olive 612
Higgins Avenue 295, 296
Higgs,

Mr.

108

Hild, Leah 554
Hoadley, Doreen 638
Hockey 222
Hodgins, Adam 110
Hoffman, Olga 704
Hog Industry 138
Hogue
Clem & Myfile 422
Horace & Heather 423
Jack & Colleen 422
Jeanette (Janet)Anne Marie 495

Lucille 593
Marie Louise 310
Ralph & Blizabeth 421
Therese 348
Victor & Selena 420
Wilfred & Marie 417

Yvette 506
Holling, Ruth 283
Holmes

Dolly

sid

585

191

Holms, Gail 423
Home Processing of Meat
Homestead Patent 113
Homesteaders

Horses

Johnson

Andrew & Beda 435

133

Baldur & Maisie 666
Bjorn G. & Gudlaug 437

11

BobbiJo 441
Denise 529
Blsie 255
Gudlaug (Lauga) 437
Orto 691
Jones, Lyndon & Myrtle 604
Jonson, Kerstin & Goran 381

139

Hospital

Guild 98, 100

Hotti, Armas (Ernie) 453
House

Ice 120
log 118
lumber frame

118

Manitoba 190
Houston, William & Sarah 532
Howe,Isabella 319
Hubbard, Ethel L. G. 386
Hughson Agencies 190
Hughson, Craig & Laurette 424
Humiski, Lilly Francis 464
Hung fish 153
Hunting 146
Huth
Carl 427

lla

Jordon,Jeanne 416
Josephson, Norm & Kathy
Jov
(Sylvia) Linda Lydia 7 49
Eino & Sylvia 438

Jundt

Claire 680
Holly Anne 347
June Grass 147
Juniper

Ken

Hydro

441

Roger 441

426

Hydraulics

Ron 440

123

Stanley & Martha 439

111

K

I

International Thaining in Communications 208

Kaartinen
Craig & Charlene 458

Irwin

Ida

&Dolly

David

428

444

Irwin
Alex,Jr. 428

Frank & Alice 456

Isfeld, Robert &Jacqueline 622

Fred &

Ives

George & Margaret 446

Fred

Mary 454

& Maija 442
& M.a¡J;,cw 442
& Rena 450
& Hilda 450
Peter & Harciet 446

John
John
John
Matt

J
Jacques, Raymond & Florence 605

Jeffers

Reino 446
Robin & Gerry 455
Walter & Miriam 443
Wayne & Donna 448
Kallstrom
Clarence & Kathleen 461
Gustave & Emma 461
Myrtle Nora 422

111

Charles & Grace 432
Hazen & Lil 432

Mark & Nicole 434
Jessamine, Charles & Sandra 434
Jewish Community 46

Jigger

159

Jamie & Darlene 449

Herbert & Elsie 428
Herbert &June 429

c.F.

437

156

John Gilcrest Home 98
778

Knox & Smith Tiansfer 197
Kolach, Adam &Joyce 482
Konzelman, Marven & Betty 482
Kopec, Clifford &Joanne 483

Stanley & Lorraine 461

Kauppila
Debra (Debbie) Lynn 657
Larry & Helen 462
Marttii & Eili 462

Krause, Charles &

Lucy 484

Marty & Laura-Lee 463

L

Kehler, H*ry & Elizabeth 464
Kell, Fred e.Lilly 464

LaFreniere, Stella Marie 758
Laing, DonnaJean 468

Kelner

Laird

Al & Elsie 465
Carol 504

Benjamin & Minerva 485

Christopher 485

Kennedy

Richard 486
Lairdsville 1l
Lake Manitoba Band 48
Lake Manitoba Tlading 189
Lakeshore Hospital District 99

Annie McKelvey 403
Elizabeth (Iza) 752
Robert & Tèresa 465
Kentucky Blue Grass 147
Kiesman

Laliberte, Sister
Lamb

DorrieJames 467
Elsie 466
King, Myrtle 517
Kingdon, Stewart 584

Frank

Albert 162
Ann 630
Cecil 162
Glen & Donna 467
162

Robert & Ina 468
Kinkead
Ben & Debbie 470
Fairlie &

Cindy

89

171

Harold & Phyllis 492
John & Catherine 489
Josepheus & Esther 487
Samuel & Rachel 486
Lamblin
Kari &Jeanette 495
Pierre & Rita 495
Robert & Marie-Louise 496

Kingsley

Jack

Eveþ

Lamoureux

Clara 348
Fred & Isabelle 497
Lorette 472
Val 638
Mctor & Doreen 497
Landin
Eric & Kristina 498
Brik P. 113

471

Kevin & Charlene 471
William & Audrey 469
Kirby, Doug & Lorette 472
Kirkness, Anne 444
Kittle, William & Mildred 473
Klarstrom, Anders 384

Lane
Frank & Lucienne 500

Klassen, Barbara 597

Klement

Irene 265

Lynette 502
Tom&Judy 474
Knight
Bert & Gwen 475
Edna 476, 628
Knox
Clarence & Helga 480
J.H. (Jack) a7e
Thomas 479

James

631

Napoleon & Georgina 501
Larson

Barbro 335
Esther 388
Ronald & Lynette 502
Latto, Rev. Tom 90
Laughlin, Adrienne Leyah 555
779

Laumann, Gertrud 397
Lavallee

Linossier

Henry 115, 530

Albert & Blizabeth 505
Alfred & Rose 502
Art & Carol 504
Wayne & Yvette 506

Little Sweden Hoboes 201
Livery Barns 192
Livestock Barns 135
Lockwood, Bill 531
Loeppky, Ruth 686
Logan, Robert &Janetta 532
Long, Marion 533

Lawrence

David & Edith 507
Florence Beatrice 373

Lillian May 633
Lawton, Fredrick & Dora 509
Lazarowich, Anna Ardine 292

Longmuir
Allan & Marie 534
Pauline 537
Lord Selkirk 3

Ledger

Annie 302
Emily 529
John Allen 162
William 162

Lorna's Dress Shop 190
Lower, Deborah 440

Loyal Orange Lodge #2499 204
Lucas, SisterJean 90

Lee
George & Eveline 516

Lucier
Alex &Julia 535

Matthew & Ann 510
Matthew & May 514

Lundal, Gisli

Roy & Vida 535

Legion Auxiliary 28
LEISURE 230
Leisure Lodge 105
Leonard

Archie

M.

Lundale

Arni

516

314

Lily Bay 391
Lily Bay bell 80
Lindell
Arnie & Eileen 525
Art & Lucy 520
Edwin & Etta 525

Hildur

Harold 527
Martha Helena (Lena)
Lundy

673

Evelyn Bdith 392

FJ.

518

John & Pauline 517
John & Ruth 523
L. Denise .529

108

Lundyville 391
Lussier, Sister Cecile 89
Lutz, Darlene 450
Lyall, Georgina 549

Leslie 529
Rick & Violet 528

Rudy&Anne

536

Margaret 323
Sam 536
Lundmark
Oskar & Sofia 351
Signe 353
Signe Elvira Sofia 352
Lundquist
Eleanor 258
Ellyne Deloris 387

Myrtle ti80
Tommy 517
Licenses 169
Lilley, Margaret Rhoda

106

Lyons

Anne

528

Signe 519

763

Elizabeth

Lindsay

541

Joyce 482
Lyung, Pauline Gustave Young

Alfred & Doris 530

Mary 454
Percy & Bmily 529
780

517

Dan & Maisie 552
Keith & Leah 554
Ralph &Leyah 554
Mclnnes, Geraldine Anita 456
Mclntosh

M
Maclntosh
Alexandrina (Ina) 619
John & Nellie 622
MacLennan

Betty 482
Bill &Jean 558

Joseph &}vilary 542

Lavina 695
Margaret 276

Charles & Elizabeth 557

Kevin & Karen 559
Robert & Rosalind 558

Macquarrie, Heath Nelson 9l

Macross 45
Malcolm
Archie & Marion 542
Donald &Lara 543
Duncan & Elizabeth 543
it'lary Etta 525

Myfile

Mclntyre, Audrey 567
McKellar, Earl & Lucille 559
McKelvey, Esther Beulah 735
McKenzie, Lucille 559
McKinnon
Bruce & Candace 560
Heather 423
Mclellan, Marion Helen Davidson 336
Mclelland, Dave & Eileen 560
Mcleod, Adlatt Gertrude 317
McMillan
Cliff & Eleanor 562
Georgina 502
Meader, Edna Irene 563
Meat Market & Butcher Shop 186
Mellen Family 563
MEMORIES 240
Meredith, William & Meg 564
Mikula,Jacob & Victoria 564
Miljure
George & Gertrude 565
Violet 658
Miller
Camilla & Gertrude 566
Dwayne & Donnica 568
Elizabeth K (Lizzie) 5 43
Elsie 465
Linda 556
Sandy & Audrey 567
Mills

746

Thomas 542
Malpas

Arthur & Alice 544
Frank 665
Manitoba Co-op Poultry Marketing Association
Manitoba Grain Growers 151
Manitoba House 190, 349
Mann, Alexander 407
Martin
Elizabeth Catherin 557
Irene 518

172

Mason

Arthur & Bertha 547
Norman & Annie 547
Thomas & Elizabeth 549
Thomas & Georgina 549
William & Florence 546
Matheson
Margaret A. 401
Most Rev. Samuel Pritchard 80
Matson

Matt & Lydia 551

Sylvia 438
Matte, Sister Madeleine 90

Curity

McCauley, Nora (Mac) 702
McEwan, Lauretta (El*a) 479
McEwen Park 237
McEwen Park Rodeo Committee 239

192

John & Ellen 570
John & Emma 568
Mischke
Fred & Lola 570

McFadyen

Lylla

Barry & Linda 556

572

Mitchell, Constance 307
Mixed Farming 133

Dan I74
78r

Moggey, Percy 240
Molen, Hugo van der 263

Neely

Moman
Albert & Lorna 573
Hendrick & Margaret 573

Margie 72I
Samuel & Margaret-Ann 592
Thomas &Jennifer 590
Neimi, Mary 443

Andy & Martha 590

Mona 40
Monkman
Dolly 444

Nelson

Garry & Lucille 593
George & Bdith 594
Gladys 733
Newman, Geftrude 477

Elizabeth Mary 278
Emma Agnes 461
Harriet 446

Newnes, Mabel 425

Lorraine 461
Margarct 447
Moon, Margaret 287
Morris, Ethel Ruth 629
Morrisette, Doris 558
Mousseau,J. 110
Muenchow
Hans & Carolyn 574
Otto & Ursula 574
Willie & Marilyn 575
Mulvihill 40, 42
Mulvihill Community Pasture 312
Mulvihill Community Pasture 44
Mulvihill Legion 30
Mulvihill tading 189
Munchow, Christel Ursula 257
Municipal offìce 12
Murphy
Annie Bell 579
Audrey 588
Barbara 585
Fredrick & Helen 584
George & Grace 576
George & Hester 586
Glenn & Laura 587
John & Dolly 585
Lavern & Donna 586
Margaret 585, 6ll
Ned & Beverly 584
Paul 587
Ray & Dorotþ 581
William & Ellen 582
Myer\Keuhner 588

Nichols,Ina 319
Nicholson,John 595
Nickel
John & Barbara 596
Nilson, Nils 597
Nisula

Eili Ma¡ia 462
Hilda 450
Norby
Arvid & Brita 598
Brita Erika 598
Nord 51
Nord (Olofsson),Jons & Sara 598
Nordal, Margaret Rose 743
Norman
Claude & Bertha 600
Ernst Selim 602

Northwinds Restaurant & Service Station 200
Nystrom

Daphne 604
Lorraine 604
Myrtle Anna M. 604
Signar & Alona 604

o
Oh Prairie Land 39
Okkonen, Lydia 551
Olafson
Helga 4Bl
Joyce 267

Lilja

Olavia (Ollie) 757
Oli & Helga 603

N
Nairn, Mary (Maisie)McGill

433

Olof

383

Oliver, Alice 457
Olofsson,Jons 598

5.53

782

Edith 622
William & Alexandrina 619
Perdotter, Brita Karolina 597
Peters, Elsie 727
Russell &

Olson
Anders & Anna 603

Karen 669
Olsson, Olaf 605
Orange Hall 420
Orange Hall 101
Order of the Eastern Star #1035 203
Osterbeck

Peterson

Clayton & Dora 607
Peter 575
Otto, Anna 379

PFRA 44

Gustave &

Sofia

Karin 382

714

Pfaff Sewing Centre 192

Philpott, Francis 390
Pineview 46

Nd

Pineview Ladies

P

Plantz, Marie

D.

207

685

Packer, Margaret (Peggy) 378

Playground 239

Palmer, Edith 380

Plett

Panton,John & Daphne 604
Paquin, Eusebe & Geraldine 476

Cindy 624
Jeffrey Dwight 626
Plewes,James & Laura 626

Parkes

Bruce & Colleen 612
Jack &

Olive

Poizer

Dorothy 256
Richard & Maude 626
Pollard, Rosalind 558
Pommer, Martha 439

612

Margaret 585
Norman 586, 611
Samuel & Mary Bllen 609
Vernon & Marlene 611
Parks, Mary-Ellen 108
Passenger

tains

Pool

Donna 448
Jack & Donna 628
John & Nellie 627
Risdon I00, 476
Risdon & Edna 628
Pope, AliceJane 544

7

Paterson, Gwen 725
Patterson

Barbara McEwan 480

Marion 542
Paulhus, Rose 531

Poss,Judy 475

Paulson

Post Office

Dr. G. 99
Gary & Sharron

Abbeville

Nicole 434
Payette,

106

Cowdery 106
Deerhorn 106
Briksdale 106
Lesdale 108
Lundyville (Lily Bay)
Macross 108
Minnewakin 108

Lucy 484

Pearson

Konrad & Hilma 615
William & Bethel 613
Pedersen, Martin & Hilda 616
Pelletier, Father 88
Pendree, Phyllis &

106

Brewsterville

613

Bill 617

Mulvihill 108
Oatfield 108

Pennell, Richard & Rose 617
Penny
Agnes Blue 259
Cameron & Phyllis 624

Overton 109
Pineview 109
Scotch

Bay

109

Sharpewood

Jacqueline 622
John & Mary 619

Sufferin
783

110

109

108

Tipperary 110
Vannes 110
Postage Stamp Province 3
Postlethwaite, Sid &Jean 629

Jean & Eulalie 639

Marie Louise

Wendy 712
Riding, Bert & Alice
Ridley

Poston

Ralph 291
Ralph & Ethel 629
Pottinger, Roy & Ann 630
Power I22
Power Plant 111
Pozer, Dr. Bruce 99
Pre-emption I 15
Preservation of Food 133

641

Florcncc 648
Florence May 546
Roads 165
Robertson, Ruth 641
Robinson

Alyce 297
Margaret 726
Robson, Charlie 191
Roger, Leah 261
Romanuik, Anna 344

Preston

Alice Maud 733
Benjamin & Susannah

417

Rose

631

Edith 594

Mabel Eleanor (May) 254

Herbert & Hazel 632

Ross

Margaret Bain 689
Robert & Mary-ann 642

Price

Cecil & Florence 633

Lillian Lawrence 515
Victor & Lillian 633
Priestly, Freda 399

Rothwell, Audrey 469

Principal meridian 4
Public Health nurse 99

Ruffles, Percy &

William & Margaret 642
William &Nlary 644
Rouse, Louisa 283

Rupertsland

R

Lylla

57L

3

Rural Electrifìcation 141
Rural Municipality of Eriksdale
Rushforth
Gordon &Lily 645
Sydney & Mary 645

R & B Auto Service 195
Rabbit skins 279
Ranges 4

Rawluk

Carolyn 575
Dan & Elsie 635

Rusk, Gordon 523
Russell

Rawson

Linda 668

Mabel 270,272
Rebizant, Elizabeth 421

Norman & Florence 647

Shirley 649

Red Cross, Mulvihill 103
Reiger,Joanne Lynn 738
Renner
Fred and Charlotte 637

Wilfred & Marian 650
Wilhelmina Agnes 676
Rutherford
Herbert (Bert) 650
Herbert S. 187

William and Margaret 637
Retti, Marion 540
Revet
Fred & Val 638

Ryden

Clifford &Jean 651
Edwin & Mary 652
John & Sandra 652

Joe & Doreen 637
Richaud
Debra Faye 706
Hermas & Evelyn 640

Tèresa 466

784

11

Tennyson

S
Saint-Pierre, Sister Odile 89
Salter,

Arthur

654

Hilda

Sampson, Freda 670
Sanders,

Schwartz, Shirley 661

Sanford
Charles and Rose 654
Donnica 568

Scotch
Scotch

Bay 116, l2l,
Bay 6

274

Scott,Jim & Georgina 661

Saunders

Sections 4

Bob & Shirley 661
George & Marie 654
Jerry & Debbie 657
Jim & Lil 657
Leonard & Karen 656
Leonard & Mary 655

Sellen,Irene Mary 693

Root

Seneca

147

Senior Citizens Group 205

William 663

Sessions,

Settlers Effects 116
Sewell

Mary 350

Walter 647
Walter & Lily 664
Sewers, Annie 294

William & Violet 658
School

Abbeville 57
Agriculture 58
Aldershot 58
Birch Lake 58
Buller 59
Bus Drivers 52
Clydebank 59, 285, 291, 466
Deerhill 61
Deerhorn 61, 407
Eastland 62, 325

Seymour

Bill & Esther 664
Connie 377
Earl & Linda 668
Eileen 525
Essie 546

Llly 75t
Mr. & Mrs. G. Percy 668
Tom 514
Sharpe,John 106
Sharpewood 323

Eriksdale 63

Hartfield 65, 391
Helendale 66
High 53

Shedon,

Sheep

Mary

300

133

Sheppard, Alice 558
Shoemakers 191

Inspectors 53
La Fontaine 66

Shop Easy 182

Lalonde 66

Sidwall
Bveret & Margaret 669

67

Macross 67

Mulvihill 68
Nord 69, 290,

617

Ursula 762

Edith 622

LilyBay

75

Schools 52
Schroder

Peter &

Karin 669

Sigurdson

303

Athalstein (Alec) 671

Nursery 210
Nyland 70,352
Parkview 7L,296,298
Pebble Beach 75
Radway 2B8
Reynolds 73
Scotch Bay 73
South Head 74

Emma 672
John & Freda 670
Jon & Palina 670
Jon & Palina 249
Marian 650
Silano, Filomena 263
Simonson, Sara 598
Simson, Ursula B.F. 574
785

Sinisalo,Jarmo & Maritta 672

Charles & Agnes 687

ofSt.Joseph 89
Sjogren, Emma Marguerite 697

George & Kristine 688

Sisters

Bank 199
North 204
Statute Labor 354
Standard

Star of the

Skelding
Ernest Crossley (Toss) 673

Eliza

Francis and Ann

SteepbankLake 236

673

Stocking, Mary 283

James Reginald (Reg) 673
Slatten

Clara 349
Martin & Ellen

Store

Co-op

General Merchants 186

674

Slaughter, George &Jane 675
Sleeve Lake sawmill 352

Jeffer's lBB
Maddin's 186
O. Hallson General 184
O. Hallson Implement 184
Sharpe's 186

Small, Nellie 628
Smart, Thelma 272
Smith
Agnes Sarah 274

Alexander & Marjorie
Bertha Louise 547
Bill & Margaret 678
Brian & Leana 684

Sturgess 160

Willetts

677

187

Store,

Red & White 187
Stout
Christie & Margaret 689

Carole 289
Cindy Diane 624
Claire 680
Elsie 407
Gordon 679, 680
Jack & Alice 558

Mabel

415

Strindlund,Jennie 723
Stromberg, Irma Adina Viola 690
Stuart

Linda

726

Nelson & Dorothy 692

Jean 558

Robert 333
Robert & Family 693
Stump puller 116

Jim & Doris 558
Lorne & Donna 682
Raymond &Jo-Anne 68l
Sherdy & May 684
William 676
Smith Motors 195
Smitheman, Reverend 78
Smithson, Doug & Saimi 453

Sturgess

Ann

379

George & Lavina 695

Gertrude 565
Marlene 611
Victor & Hannah 695
Styan, Maisie 650

Snowplanes 242

Soddy

171

117

Soldiers Settlement 12

Suffrage 246

Soldiers Settlement Board 256, 295

Sunberg

John & Emma 697

Soldiers Settlement Plan 564

Sundberg

Square Dancing 231

Beda 372
Beda Marie (Beatrice)

Squires

Allan & Marie 685
Brad & Ruth 686
Eileen 720
St. George 12
Stagel, Reverend George

Surgenor

Anna 702
Dave & Olga 703
James & Nora 701
May 698

109

Stamm
786

371

Nora

Tkach,John & Eileen 720
Todd, Henry &. Ada 72I

707

Randy & Debbie 706
Tom & Audrey 698
Survey Crew 4
Surveying Manitoba 3
Surveying Procedures 4

Torgerson

Arnold & Margaret
Lynn & Lavie 722
Townships 3
Tiailbusters 214
Trailer Court 200
Tiapping 144
Turkeys 140

Sutherland
Devina Ellen 400

Einar & Florence 708
Sandy 415

721

Turner

Sutton

Isabella

Lola Susan 570

513

Walter 709
Sveistrup, Marvin & Mary
Sweetie, Mildred 473

Si &Jennie 723

Twins 247

711

U

Sweetland

Doreen 498
Ken & Wendy 712
Leonard & Evelyn 711
Raymond & Andrea 712

Unger, Laura 588
United Church of Canada 357
United Church Women (UCW) 92
United Farmers of Manitoba 151

Mda

Usipiuk, Ted & Gwen 725

535

Victoria 565

Sweydel,

V

Swift, Alice 641
Switzer, ElizabetJl 464

Valentine, Bishop Barry 82

Sztuk, Stanley 713

Vasa Order of America 201

Vaughan, Cyrus & Thuus 725
Veterans 26

T

Video King

Täming a Wilderness 400
Tanner, Elsie Kate 428
Taylor

Dave

186

Vogar 48
Vopni, Kristine 688
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W

Nellie (Ellen) 570

Lynn 303
Wagons to Wings 372, 409

Wade,

Tegelberg

Ferdinand & Beatrice

Henning & Sofia

Judith

717

Wainwright
John & Linda 726

714

736

Milton & Laurie 715
Telegraph 10
Glephone 111
Thiessen, Abe & Anna 702
Thompson, Don & Patricia
Thomson,

Enid

Les & Margarct 726

Walk for
Walker

Life 243

Brnest & Roberta 728

Hendrie &.Elsie 727
James & Augustine 729
Jerry & Linda 728
Kathleen 461

718

376

Thorgrimson,Lara 544
Thorkelson
Doreen 327
Evelyn 640
Julietie & Bjorn 327
Tillage Machines 122

Walstrom

Gordon & Irene 518
Valdemar & Hildur 518
War Bride 26
787

Wasilewski, Bohdan & Helena 754

Jim & Ollie 757
Williams, Rev R.H. 91
Williment
B.W. 3l
Frank & Stella 758

Water Towers 10

Wilson

Waters, Bethel 614

Helen 280
James & Maude 760
Mary 542
Walter & Alice 760
Windross, Debbie 470
Winter/Pearson/Kiedyk 761
WolfDen 188
Woman's Missionary Society 98
Women's Auxiliary 83

Warren,Jane 675
Warwick

Bert 731
Henry 731

Watkinson, George & Gladys 732
Watson

Albert & Pauline

Arthur

&llary

74B

745

Benjamin &Joyce 740

Bill

85

Charles
Charles

A. 739
H. 745

Dan & Margo 742
Douglas &.Yerna 737

Woods

(Eva)Ellen 582
Dorothy Edison 582
Edith Helen 584
Hester Anora Grace 586
Wowchuk, Dora 266
Wright, Herbert Charles 109
Wruck
Herbert & Ursala 762
Rudolph &.Emma 762
Wyatt, Audrey 699

B.F. 81
Edmund & Alice 733
Edmund&Judy 736
George & Dorothy 741
Herbert & Myrtle 746
Kathy 437
Lister 751
Mary Isabella 644
Ted & Linda 749
Walter 747
William & Esther 735
William &Joanne 738

Y
"Y" Tiack

Yanchishyn, Stan & Denise 763
Yankie, Blsie 635

Weatherburn

Ann

10

26

Annie 285
26,
763
Jim
William & Elizabeth
Wedensky Family 753

Yatzik,Mary 319
Yetman, Barbara 333
Young People's Society

Elsie

751

77

z

Welsh

Zasitko

Elizabeth 505

Anne 26,

Yvonne 300
West Interlake 3
Wheeler,Joan Kathleen 31 I
White,Jean Crawford 652
Whiteside, William & Agnes 754
Whitney
Larry & Margaret 755
Sedate & Elisabeth 755
Wilcott, Rose EvaJulia Mary 298
Willetts
James

&Julia

Bill

763

764

Zastre, Andy & Fern 765

Zembic,Anne 528
Zentner, Mary Anna 405
Ziorr Lutlrera¡r Church 352

756
788

